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MONDAYS 

9:00am ï 10:00am  

9:00am ï 10:00am 

 
9:30am & 10:30am 

10:00am ï 10:45am 
 

10:15am ï 11:15am 
 

10:15am 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

11:00am ï 12noon 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:00pm ï 4:45pm 

 
4:00pm ï 6:45pm  

4:30pm ï 8:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

7:00pm 

 

7:00pm ï 7:30pm  

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

 

7:15pm ï 8:15pm & 
8:30pm ï 9:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 
7:30pm ï 9:30pm 

 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 

8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

9:30am ï 10:30am 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
9:30am  

 
 

 

Adult Ballet at URC Hall with Buntingford Dance, Ã5. 01763 271010. 

Cardio & Core at Benson Hall, Ã4 (subsidised). Suitable for all fitness 
levels. More information call or text Irene on 07802 418755. 

U3A Exercise Class. Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 for participation info. 

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class for children confidently 
walking to age 5. Term time at Seth Ward CC. Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

Jump & Jiggle, active rhymes for pre-school children, run by the Family 
Centre at the Library (see page 21). 

Fitness Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui 07956 647806. 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall (term time). Contact Jen Harris 01920 821288.  

Stay & Play at Jenyns School, Braughing, term time only.Ã1. 01763 
273008 

Positive Movement exercises at Seth Ward CC. Ã3. 01462 678804. 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon 
of socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Lab-Tots, fortnightly at the Library. Science sessions for 3-8 year olds. 
For 
more info contact Sophia 07720 292350 / www.labtots.com. 

Ballet at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd. 01763 271010 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club @ Freman College (term time). Adults 7:30ï
8:30. Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Pilates Improvers/Intermediates at Seth Ward CC. Louise, 07867 675389. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward CC. Contact Peter Deacon 01462 642922. 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per 
session. Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Body Blitz Class (Interval Training) at Benson Hall, Ã5. See website: 
www.irenegibson.co.uk . 

Fitness Pilates (Intermediate) at Layston School, with 2 instructors.  
Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net  

Yoga Flow at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Contact Annie Knapman 07500 
110876, email: info@annieknapmanyoga.co.uk  

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Barre Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã6 (Ã8 with Body Blitz). Starting September, 
email ig@irenegibson.co.uk to get on the waiting list. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock 
Road. Call Danny on 07879 853849 or email: 
danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Fellas Fitness at The Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, Ã5.  Waiting list in 
place for September start, email ig@irenegibson.co.uk to register. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p 
for each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Nordic Walking at Seth Ward CC. Equipment provided. First session 
Free. Call 07940 080 453 to book or see info@easthertsnordicwalking.org  

 

S  2019 
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10:00am ï 11:30am 

11:00am ï 11:45am 

 
4:15pm ï 9:00pm 

 
7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm  
 

7:45pm ï 8:30pm  

8:10pm ï 8:55pm  
 

WEDNESDAYS 

9:15 ï 10:45am 

9:30 ï 10:30am 
 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

10:30am 

 
10:45 ï 11:30am 

2:00pm 

4:15pm ï 6:15pm 

 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 

 

6:45pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm  

8:00pm 

8:00pm ï 9:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
9:45am ï 10:45am 

10:30am ï 11:30am 

 
 
11:00am ï 12:00 

 

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 

 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

Tappy Toes at Seth Ward CC. Dance & movement for children who are 
confidently walking to age 5. Ã2 per family. Term time only. 01763 273008.  

Ballet, Modern & Tap Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford 
School  
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

óBraughing Singô Community Choir at Jenyns School, Braughing. 
Contact Elaine 07501 495940 / 01763 289738 / www.braughingsing.com. 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-
smith.net   

Adult Tap Dance Classes for Fun & Fitness at Freman College.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 
 

Hormead Stay & Play at Hormead School. Ã1. Term time. 01763 273008. 

Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5. FB page óIrene Gibson PTô and look in óservicesô 
to see all the classes we offer. 

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children  
0ï4 years. Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

BALFF óMyths & Legends of East Angliaô, 10-week course starts Wed 18th 

Sept at the Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Meet 10am for coffee (page 27). 

Fitness Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5. Contact Irene on 07802 418755 for 
info. 

U3A Seated Exercise Class. Jacqui 07956 647806 for participation info. 

Rib Valley Gymnastics Club @ Edwinstree School (term time). Contact 
Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cardio Resistance HIIT Blast at Layston School; Ã4 or Ã7 with Pilates. 
Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net  

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-
smith.net   

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Angela Anderson 07708 
444991.  
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 

Buntingford Meditation Group. Contact Martin on 07771 972444 or see 
www.buntingfordmeditation.com for details and venue. 
 

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play 
and singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time 
only. 

Pilates Improvers at Seth Ward CC. Louise, 07867 675389. 

Mummy SOS Wellness Mornings, group walk or social meet-up for all 
mums, with or without little ones. Contact Nanny Alex 07590 053512 / 
info@mummy-sos.com  or visit www.mummy-sos.com/wellnessmornings. 

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 

Baby classes run by Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. 1pm Magical Musical Playdays (1 to 3 years); 2pm Baby Signing 
classes (0 to 16 months). Laura Sheriff 07801 796334 / 
laura@thebeststartclub.com. 

W '  O   

mailto:eileensaerobics@hotmail.com
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2:00pm ï 3:00pm 

2:00pm ï 3:00pm & 
3:00pm ï 4:00pm 

2:15pm ï 2:45pm 

4:30pm ï 6:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:45pm 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 

6:30pm ï 7:00pm 

7.00pm  

7:00pm ï 7:45pm 
 

7.30pm  

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 
9:15am 

9:30am ï 10:30am  

10:00am ï 10:30am 

10:00am ï 1:00pm  

10:45am ï 11:45am 

11:00am ï 12:00 

12:00noon ï 1:00pm 

2:00pm ï 3:15pm 

 
4:15pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 8:00pm 

 

SATURDAYS 
9:00am ï 1:00pm 

 
9:15am ï 2:00pm 

 
9:30am ï 10:30am  

 
10:00am ï11:00am 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 

SUNDAYS 
10:00am ï12noon 

Pilates at Benson Hall. Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net 

Tai Chi at the Seth Ward Community Centre, with Tai Chi expert Kim 
Noyma. First session free, then Ã3  per session. Beginners welcome.  

Toddlers Tales, stories & rhymes for preschoolers, at Buntingford Library. 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds,with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk 
Street Dance Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010. 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Adelaide  07710 550050. 

Body Conditioning at Benson Hall, Ã5 (Ã7 with Pilates, see 7pm below). 

Mustard Seed Singers, St Peterôs Church. Contact Jan 01763 272217. 

Intermediate Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5 (Ã7 with Body Conditioning, 
above). See www.irenegibson.co.uk or call Irene on 07802 418755 for more 
info. 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Buntingford Tennis Club at MUGA, Norfolk Rd Playing Fields. 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 
WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 

Rhyme Time at Seth Ward CC. Ã1 per child. Term time only. 01763 
273008. 

Art in Sandon Village Hall, Ã10 per session. Call 07960 408635. 

Full Body Workout at Benson Hall. Jacqui 07956 647806. 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 

Dance Fit at Benson Hall. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net   

Activity Session with Hertswise Dementia Support at Layston Grove 
Care Home. Ã3 per person, carers free. Call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044. 

Ballet & Modern Dance Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford 
School of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 
271010 

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical 
Institute, Baldock Road. Danny 07879 853849 / 
danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

Ballet, Modern & Tap Dance Classes at Freman College and at URC Hall 
(9amï12noon). Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  

Barre Pilates at Layston School, Ã6. Starting September, email 
ig@irenegibson.co.uk to get on the waiting list. 

Walking Football, MUGA. Ã2. Jeff 01763 274800 /  07836 232963. 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Buntingford Tennis Club at MUGA, Norfolk Rd Playing Fields. 

S  2019 

If you would like to advertise your event in the Buntingford Journal,  
please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095  
or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
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Tues 3rd  

Wed 4th 

Thurs 5th 

 
Fri 6th 

Sat 7th 

Sat 7th 

Sat 7th 

Sun 8th 

Mon 9th 

Mon 9th 

Tues 10th 

Tues 10th 

Wed 11th 

Thurs 12th 

Fri 13th  

 
Sat 14th  

Mon 16th 

 

Mon 16th 

Tues 17th 

 
Wed 18th 

Wed 18th 

Fri 20th 

 
Sun 22nd  

Tues 24th  

Wed 25th 
 

Sat 28th  

Sat 28th  

Sat 28th  

Sat 28th  

Sat 28th  

O  2019 
Sat 5th 

Sat 5th 

Sat 5th 

 

 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall. 

7:45 for 8pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club Annual Show (see page 22).  

10amï12noon Free Advice Session at Buntingford Library with Fosters 
Legal LLP. For an appointment call at the Library or ring 0300 1234049. 

7:30pm Buntingford Film Club óMonte Carlo or Bustô (see page 27). 

The Buntingford Classic in and around the High Street (see page 13). 

10:30ï11:30am  Wildlife Story Walk from the Library (see page 21). 

10amï4pm  Book Sale & History Day at Barkway Church (see page 17). 

12noonï5pm  Alswick Hall Open Garden for Red Cross (see page 20). 

1:30pm U3A Monthly Meeting at the Community Centre (see page 34). 

7ï9pm  Friends of the Rib at Buntingford Bowls Club (see page 12-14). 

2:15pm Buntingford Local History Group at the Library. 

7:45pm Royston Choral Society Open Rehearsal (see page 16). 

8pm Royal British Legion Meeting at The Crown.  

7:15pm for 7:30 start Buntingford W.I. at the UCR Hall (see page 45). 

7pm óThe First Female Bomb Disposal Expertô, a talk by Lucy Lewis in 
Reed Village Hall (see page 37). 

6:30pm Fundraising Evening in St Maryôs, Furneux Pelham (page 17).  

12noonï2:30pm Jazz on the Heath at Therfield Heath Caf®, with Dave 
Ranceôs Rockinô Chair Band. Ã8 on the door.  

8pm Unplugged Acoustic Night at The Crown, Market Hill. 

11:15 for 12noonï1:15pm Bring Your Own Baby Comedy, stand-up show 
for adults with babies under 15 months, at Hertford Theatre. Tickets Ã12. 

10amï12noon  Buntingford Dementia Carers Support Group (page 46). 

10:15ï11:30am  B.A.L.A. Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 44). 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown PH. Stephen 
Ruff presents a óMixed Bagô. 

1ï4pm  Sandon Fete óOuter Spaceô (see page 30). 

10:30am Carers In Hertfordshire monthly meeting at Buntingford 
Library.  

7 for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall. Clarissa 
Harris presents Time for Celebration: ñThe Clubôs 50th Anniversaryò. 

7pm Mustard Seed Singers at Christ Church, Baldock Rd (see page 17).  

7pm Sing Song in Reed Village Hall (see page 48).  

7pm for 7:30 start Buntingford Scout Group Quiz Night (see page 41). 

7:30pm The Andy Brush Quintet at Gravelly Barn (see page 36).  

7:30pm Royston Choral Society at Haileybury College (see page 16).  
 

The Overtures at Freman College (see page 21). 

10amï2pm  Open Day at Reed First School ï www.reed.herts.sch.uk. 

7:15 for 8pm Royal British Legion Quiz Night (see page 41). 

 

  

D   Y  D 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 

GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 

B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate  
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 

The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 

Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Colin Horgan 07733 091731  
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 

Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 

Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 17:30 
  Friday 14:00 ï 17:30 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 

Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading  

Welcome to your September Journal and I hope you have enjoyed your summer. For the 
first time ever, I havenôt gone anywhere and itôs been very enjoyable. A few hiccups with 
the weather, but as I write itôs back to sunshine and roll on the Bank Holiday weekend. 

Back in June, as editor of this publication I was invited to the Mayorôs Civic Reception at 
the Manor House at which one of Buntingfordôs most famous residents ï probably the 
most famous ï was to receive the Freedom of Buntingford. I am talking, of course, about 
Finn the police dog. I had heard about him in the news, but it wasnôt until he made an 
appearance at Barkway Village Market that I discovered he lived here. So I got in touch 
and went to meet Dave, his wife Gemma and, of course, Finn to hear his story and I am 
delighted to bring you that story on pages 23-26. The day after we met, Finnôs Law Part 2 
was due to be discussed in Committee stage in Parliament. As an animal lover, I hope it 
will be passed. Sticking with the police theme for the moment, our cover photo shows the 
re-opening of the Community Garden outside the Police Station. Remember, this garden 
is there for all of us, so use it if you can. 

The Summer Arts mini-festival turned out to be a great success, with ticketed events sold 
out and unticketed free events also well attended. I have been promised a report on the 
activities for next month, and hopefully news of plans for next year. Brian Thompson of 
the Local History Group was instrumental in staging the exhibition on Buntingfordôs past 
in the Manor House. He also sent me an excellent article about Buntingford market that I 
didnôt have room for, so you have that to look forward to in October as well. 

Other Journal highlights for me this month include a new profile by Val Hume, of local 
man Eric Warren who is 92 years old, still independent and still going strong. Never one 
to shy away from tricky subjects, Vyse gives us his ruminations on immigration. We have 
óWhere Am I?ô from Mary Godfrey of Buntingford Writersô Group ï see if you can identify 
the place. And as the 51st anniversary of the Great Flood approaches, we have the final 
reminiscences in Jean Cookôs series of Memories. I can remember when Buntingford had 
furniture shops of sorts but we donôt anymore, so Deans Furnishers in Ware (page 46) 
may well be our nearest. Also meet John Littleford, website designer, who wants to help 
everyone get the website they need. We have news of fundraisers, concerts, quizzes and 
what I think is the final fete of the season, Sandon. But above all September is the month 
of the Buntingford Classic ï see you there on Saturday the 7th. 

Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the October 2019 Journal  

is Saturday 14
th
 September 2019 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Dear Editor 

Although praise should be given to the climate change eco warriors, I think these people 
ï youngsters mainly ï have lost the plot and lost the point of their argument. Climate 
change is not going to kill us ï but POLLUTION is. 

Unfortunately, these same people campaigning against climate change are often the 
ones that are creating the most pollution. Takeaway food and drink containers discarded, 
single use plastics discarded, cheap single use clothes discarded, more and more mobile 
devices and newer ones bought, the old discarded. Just look at the floor as you walk 
around ï cups, food containers, crisp wrappers, cigarette ends et al. We have become 
the complete throwaway society. 

All of the above cause pollution when discarded, but pollution caused by manufacture, 
distribution and packaging is also a massive disaster for the planet. And what are they 
doing about it? ï nothing. Holidays abroad, cars and general travel are a massive 
pollution problem. Where do they now get most of their goods? ï the internet. And how 
does the item reach them? ï by air then road ï more pollution.  

Donôt they realise they are not only killing the planet but themselves? The land, sea and 
air are all polluted and most foods from the sea and land now have plastic pollutants in 
them ï which we eat. Perhaps they should rethink their argument and try again before it 
is too late. 

The cause of climate change is twofold: too many people and not enough trees. 50 years 
ago, in 1969, there were 3.6 billion people on the planet ï now there are 7.7 billion. That 
is over twice as many. On the planet today it is estimated that there are 3 trillion trees. 
That is half as many as there were in 1969. Trees absorb carbon. Carbon is the main 
cause of global warming. Twice as many people, half as many trees. You do the maths! 

Ashley Cantor, Fairfield 

Good Morning, Christine  

Just thought these magnificent floral displays are 
worthy of a mention in the Journal. They are really 
wonderful. Congratulations to everyone who created 
them!   

Lucia Knight 

Hi Christine 

I would just like to thank, through the letters page of 
the Buntingford Journal, my wife ï Marilyn ï for 
FIFTY glorious years of marriage  which we 
celebrated on 2nd August 2019. Our Golden 
Wedding Anniversary. Thank you Marilyn. 

Ashley Cantor 
Dear Christine 

Community Garden 

I would like to thank several people and organisations that have recently contributed to 
the Community Garden. The garden was set up some 10 years ago to include raised 
beds and seating. These were of made of timber and over time have rotted away.   
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Sergeant Wallace approached a local building supplier and they kindly agreed to replace 
the raised beds and seating at no cost to the Community Garden. 

Therefore I would like to thank Nationwide Building Supplies for carrying out the work.  
Also I must thank Sergeant Wallace for negotiating this for the garden. Finally I must 
thank Graham Bonner, Chairman of Buntingford Civic Society, who has arranged for the 
Civic Society to pay for the new plants needed for the raised beds. I do hope residents 
will use this refurbished facility. 

Kind regards, Brian Lemay 

Buntingford Dramatic Society 

Following the recent success of our four-night run of ñThe Morning After the Night 
Beforeò, the Buntingford Dramatic Society would like to thank all our wonderful 

supporters. We were delighted to welcome back many of our loyal regular audience 
members and also to be joined by so many new faces. Particular thanks go to those 
who generously contributed to our collection on behalf of MacMillan Cancer Support. 

Congratulations to our members, friends and families for the tremendous team work 
required to stage this production. Whether performing on stage or helping with 

technical support, publicity, catering or the myriad other necessary tasks, everyoneôs 
contribution is very much appreciated!  

For information on future productions or how to join us, please go to our website:   

www.buntingforddrama.org 

Here at Pearceôs, we are proud 

to have a talented and 

committed team of staff in our 

farm shop and restaurant é 

and we are looking for more!   

We have the following permanent vacancies in our award-winning business: 
 

¶ Shop Floor Weekend Staff ï regular Saturdays and/or Sundays 

¶ Shop Floor Staff ï full or part time ï from 3 to 5 days a week 

¶ Restaurant Waiting Staff ï full or part time ï from 3 to 5 days a week  

¶ All roles work 8amï5pm, including at least one day of the weekend  

¶ Full training is provided 

We offer a busy, fast-paced working environment (no clock watching here!), 
friendly and supportive colleagues, and the opportunity to share your ideas. 

Please email ed@pearcesfarmshop.com or call  
01920 821246 to find out more about joining our team. 

mailto:ed@pearcesfarmshop.com
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 Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

I trust that you have all enjoyed your summer breaks (if indeed you had one) and are now 
refreshed and looking forward to Christmas! Only joking, but it will soon be upon us! 

Our thanks to all who took part in Buntingford in Bloom this year. Sadly the number of 
entries was disappointing ï only 4 front gardens, 5 for rear gardens, one for containers.  
I would be interested to hear any comments on this, which might help us improve the 
uptake next year. Was the competition advertised well enough, for example? Or were 
there other reasons you decided not to enter? This yearôs prize-winners were: 

Front Garden: 1st ï Glynis Jaycock, 122 Fairfield; 
2nd ï Rosemary Parker, 96 Dray Gardens 

Rear Garden: 1st ï Mr & Mrs Brian Austin, 10 
Church Street; 2nd ï Jean Devenish, 67 Monks Walk 

Prizes will be presented at the Gardenersô Club 
Annual Show on 4th September at the URC Hall in 
Baldock Road. The meeting starts at 8pm and we 
hope that all our prize-winners can attend. 

The Town Council summer civic reception was held 
on 29th June when the óguest of honourô was Finn the 
police dog, famous for Finnôs Law and óBritainôs Got 
Talentô, who was presented with the Freedom of 
Buntingford. The photo (right) shows Finn with PC 
Dave Wardell and our MP Sir Oliver Heald whose 
efforts helped Finnôs Law make it through the 
parliamentary process.  

The Community Garden in front of the police station in Baldock Road have had a facelift 
with new raised beds/seating areas ï many thanks to Nationwide Supplies who provided 
all materials and labour ï and new plants paid for by the Civic Society. At a ceremony on 
31st July (photo below & on cover) the gardens were re-dedicated by the High Sheriff of 
Hertfordshire, Sarah Beazley. 

Graham Bonner, Chairman Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 
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Plan Bee 
If you ever watch bumblebees 
foraging for pollen you will see 
they are smothered in the stuff. 
Bumblebees are much bigger 
and hairier than the honeybee 
so they get covered in pollen 
very easily; this makes them 
excellent pollinators.  

Bumblebees have been known 
to take over bird nesting boxes 
as their home. I have seen this 
happen in one of our gardens in Buntingford. They used to be known as the humblebee, 
as when they fly they hum. Simple! But for some reason the word bumblebee gained 
popularity in the 20th century and humblebee was lost. 

Itôs believed there are around 270 bee species in Great Britain contributing an estimated 
Ã650 million a year to our economy by pollinating plants used in our agriculture and 
horticulture businesses. An average hive of honey bees produces about 11kg (24 jars) of 
honey per season. Also, bees are capable of extracting heavy metal and pollutants when 
producing honey, so even in cities they can produce very clean honey. 

If you want to attract more bees to your garden then grow bee friendly plants such as 
foxglove, honeysuckle, bluebell, comfrey, clovers, hellebore, lavender and buddleia, to 
name but a few. Buddleia will attract butterflies who are also pollinators. So why not think 
óPlan Beeô when next buying plants for your garden? 

On another subject, this year was a great spring for producing blooms on my wisteria.  
I planted a white flowered wisteria about 10 years ago and although I prune it just the 
same as the other two it has only produced one or two flowers every season ï until now. 
This year it was full of flower; why I donôt know, but perhaps it was because we had a 
very dry winter and spring. Also the Japanese wisteria had hundreds of blooms and has 
flowered again in July. 

I grow most of my Acer collection in pots and just move them to a very sheltered spot for 
the winter. I have never thought of watering them during the winter months but this 
spring several have shown signs of die back which is usually associated with the 
compost drying out. I will in future monitor the compost and ensure that I water them 
even in the winter if necessary.   

Do you remember when woods were your playground? I have always wanted to reforest 
Buntingford but come up against the problem of trying to find out who owns the land.  
I used to pass a line of horse chestnuts on the way to catch my red double-decker 
Routemaster bus to school. They gave me shade on a hot summerôs day, shelter from 
the rain while waiting for the bus, and conkers in the autumn. Not far from my home was 
Epping Forest and I would spend my school holidays playing óCowboys and Indiansô with 
my friends under the great canopy of old gnarled beeches. I never forget how sunlight 
filtered through the branches and leaves to dance patterns on the forest floor; how  
they provided food and shelter for forest creatures and grew giant roots to trip the 
unwary. The trees were a world of wonder to a 10 year old, and still are to me 65 years 
later. Ho-hum, childhood memories; life seemed so much simpler then. 

My thanks to the Woodland Trust and the Soil Association for some of the facts quoted 
above in the bee bit. 

Brian Lemay 
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  The latest meeting of the 
Friends of the Rib (FOTR) 
took place on 22nd July  
at St. Maryôs Church in 
Standon. The meeting was 
chaired by Mark Wilkinson 
with around 40 people 
attending from places along 
the river, alphabetically ï  

Aspenden, Barwick, Bengeo, Braughing, Buntingford, Cold Christmas and Puckeridge, as 
well as from the Herts & Middx Wildlife Trust in Welwyn Garden City.  

Mark announced our new website friendsoftherib.wordpress.com, plus FOTR Twitter, 
@FriendsRib, Facebook and Instagram. The website has links to background information 
on chalk streams and a range of other resources. There is a CITIZEN SCIENCE page, 
with information on wildlife recording projects both in and out of the river. He expressed 
the need for benchmarking surveys of the Rib (e.g. on water flow, sewage and species of 
wildlife) over and above those done by statutory authorities. We also need to identify and 
contact landowners so that surveys can be conducted and projects for improvement 
identified. Catherine Shreeve presented hand-drawn maps of the Rib/Quin river system 
from source to the Lea, showing parishes, sewage outlets, bridges, fords and other 
salient features. It was suggested that Affinity Water pumping stations should be added. 
The map will be digitised for the website to provide a base map for recording activities 
going forward. 

Mark reported on a river fly monitoring exercise carried out by 3 people at Latchford who 
found caddis flies, mayflies, olives, small fish (bullheads), various worms and larvae, and 
gammarus (freshwater shrimp). Future sessions will be advertised so anyone interested 
can find out more. One attendee reported that the mayfly hatch on the lower Rib is down 
to about one-tenth of what it used to be. More monitoring is needed and volunteers could 
do this with training. Perhaps local schools could help? Mark gave a wildlife update for 
his own area of the Rib, near Barwick Ford on the Chaldean Estate, where there is 
continued presence of ravens; glow worms are having a good year with a record 35+ 
females counted one evening; the discovery of pyramidal orchids; and sightings of slow 
worms thought to have benefited from delayed cutting of the set-aside meadow. 

Buntingford Mayor Graham Waite reported on the poor situation of the Rib through the 
town ï largely due to low rainfall and reduction of the chalk aquifer by Affinity Water at 
Buckland pumping station above the town. The main problem is lack of water flow. Clean 
water is returned to the river via the sewage outlet by the recycling centre in Aspenden 
Rd, beyond which flow is quite good, but this is below the town. Graham presented one 
idea for Thames Water, who manage the sewage works, to re-pipe the outfall along the 
river bed up to Wyddial Bridge to help restore flow through town. Graham said his dream 
would one day to be able to play poo-sticks from Wyddial Bridge to Aspenden Bridge é 

Following a town survey by volunteers, Sarah Perry of the Herts & Middx Wildlife Trust 
(HMWT) produced a plan dividing the Buntingford stretch of the Rib into four sections:  

¶ Wyddial Bridge to Layston Court Gardens 

¶ Layston Court Gardens to Hare Street Road 

¶ Hare Street Road to Aspenden Road 

¶ Aspenden Road to sewage outfall by recycling centre 

Sarah has identified action points for each section, some of which could be done by 
volunteers, others will need contractors. The plan has been adopted by Buntingford Town 
Councilôs Amenities Committee ï Brian Lemay and Ross Craddock are the two 
councillors who will champion the plan. The Council has no specific funding for such 

http://friendsoftherib.wordpress.com/
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work, but possible grants 
are available from the 
Lottery, the Environment 
Agency, Angling Trust, 
Affinity Water(!), Veolia, 
and East Herts Council. 
Other parish councils ï 
Therfield, Buckland & 
Chipping, Sandon, Anstey 
etc. ï should also  
get involved, with their 
efforts funnelled through 
Buntingford.  

One of the main tasks is 
to selectively reduce the 
tree canopy along the 
river through Buntingford, 
where it is largely 
overgrown, in order to 
encourage growth of 
water plants in the river. 
This will require the  
cooperation of local 
landowners and voluntary 
labour. Graham has 
walked the Upper Rib to 
try and identify its source, 
which he thinks is off the 
A10 at the bottom of the 
lane adjacent to the Silver 
Ball Caf®. He observed  
a couple of pipes into  
the Rib from nearby 
properties, either taking or 
draining water, and is 
going to request a list of 
licenses from the EA as to who is allowed to abstract water. Apparently, it is possible to 
remove 20,000 litres/day without a license!  

We then discussed how FOTR should be structured and its objectives. Should we be: 

¶ a business/charity, with official positions and budget to promote, co-ordinate and seek 
funding for strategic projects to improve the river, and a campaign organisation on the 
major issues affecting the river ï abstraction, increased usage, water quality etc.?  

¶ a Friends organisation, promoting awareness of the river and its wildlife? 

Are we to be an irritant to official bodies (e.g. Affinity Water, local and national 
governments) or a bridge builder? The group felt that the latter might be more 
beneficial (in the first instance, at least). In summary, we need to decide how to approach 
all this ï do we divide up the river into action groups, or by tasks? Initial feedback 
suggests that working with the whole group is unwieldy for decision-making, but action 
groups could report back to the wider group. This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Finally, the group was made aware that the subject of Degraded Chalk Stream Environ-
ments was to be discussed that same evening in the House of Commons, in a debate 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Minister: Vacant Secretary: Peter Godbert / Tel: 01763 281359 
   buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 

Services and Junior Church at 11.00am every Sunday  
Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

Sept ember 1 Morning Worship  Richard Lewney

 8 Morning Worship  Dr Janet Bottoms

 15 Holy Communion  Rev Elizabeth Caswell 

  15 Bicentennial Service at 6pm  Rev David Thompson 

  22 Morning Worship  Rev Allen Morton 

 29 Harvest Festival  Penny Flynn 

October  6 Morning Worship  Faith Paulding 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Every Sunday at 11am, for all young people and children. 

Bright Hour ï A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities. The next 

meetings are on Tuesdays 3rd and 17th July at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat.  

Lunches for Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2pm. 

See page 17 for Christ Church Bicentennial celebration events. 

Website:  www.buntingfordurc.org.uk 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/URCBuntingford 

Christ Church 

initiated by Charles Walker MP (Con, Broxbourne) and attended by Sir Oliver Heald and 
other MPs with interests in chalk streams. You can read the Hansard record at: https://
hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-07-22/debates/180ABF92-245D-4855-A2BF-
A13212E3162C/DegradedChalkStreamEnvironments. It was good to hear Sir Oliver 
give FOTR a mention in the debate as a newly formed action group, showing we are 
gaining some awareness. The speed by which the group has grown demonstrates the 
level of local concern about the river and a strong desire to do something about it, as do 
the number of letters sent to Sir Oliver regarding the chalkstream debate above.  

During the evening the group also heard a short presentation from David Blowers 
representing the Thundridge Old Church Action Group (TOCAG). This iconic local 
landmark of the lower Rib Valley is under threat from demolition and ódevelopmentô. 
Anyone interested can read further details on their website thundridgeoldchurch.org.  

The next FOTR meeting will be on 9th September at Buntingford Bowls Club, Wyddial 
Road, Buntingford (SG9 9AT), from 7pm to 9pm.  

David Edwards 

Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-07-22/debates/180ABF92-245D-4855-A2BF-A13212E3162C/DegradedChalkStreamEnvironments
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-07-22/debates/180ABF92-245D-4855-A2BF-A13212E3162C/DegradedChalkStreamEnvironments
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-07-22/debates/180ABF92-245D-4855-A2BF-A13212E3162C/DegradedChalkStreamEnvironments
http://thundridgeoldchurch.org/
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER  
Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford.  Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Father Cyril Chiaha 

Sunday Mass:  9:15am (with term-time Childrenôs Liturgy on  

2nd & 4th Sun only);   

Holy Day Mass:  7pm;   

Weekday Mass:  Tues & Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10:30am (with  

Exposition and Benediction 11-11:30am), Sat 9:30am;   

Confessions:  Sat 10:30-11am 
 

ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY & ENGLISH MARTYRS  
Catholic Church 
Sunday Mass:  Saturday 6pm (Puckeridge), 11:15am (Old Hall Green);   

Holy Day Mass:  10:30am (Puck.);  Weekday Mass:  Wed 10:30am (Puck.);  

Confessions:  Sat 5.15-5.45pm (Puckeridge) 

Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden    

S t .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches:  

St. Peterôs has a more contemporary style, St. Maryôs more traditional,  

and St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for September 2019 
Sun 1st  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship 

   10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden  Family Service  

   11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sun 8th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship  

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Family Worship 
 

Sun 15th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sun 22nd  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am  St Peterôs Buntingford All-age Family Worship 

Sun 29th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden  Holy Communion 

   11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Family Worship  



16  

 

 The Ash and Quin Valleys Group of Churches 
Revôd Julie Gawthrope ï 01920 823531 

Services for September 2019 
St Maryôs, Braughing 
Sun 1st 11.15am All Age Worship 
Wed 4th 9:30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 8th 10.00am  All Age Morning Worship 
Sun 8th 5.45pm  Please join us for the Refresh Service at St Ceciliaôs, 
      Little Hadham (no service in Braughing) 
Wed 11th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 15th 11.15am  Holy Communion  
Wed 18th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 22nd 9.30am  Holy Communion  
Wed 25th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

St Maryôs, Furneux Pelham 
Sun 1st 9.30am  BCP Holy Communion  
Sun 8th  11.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun 15th 9.30am  Caf® Church  
Sun 22nd 11.15am  Morning Worship ï Harvest  

St Maryôs, Stocking Pelham 
Sun 29th  10.30am  Holy Communion 
 

Following the theft of lead from the Furneux Pelham church roof, if you would like to 
make a donation towards the repairs they have a JustGiving page at: https://www. 
justgiving.com/campaign/furneuxpelhamchurch or you can send a donation to 
the Parish Office, St Maryôs Church, Church End, Braughing, SG11 2QA. Thank you. 

St. Maryõs Church 
Stocking Pelham 

RS- L@QX½R BGTQBG 

Furneux Pelham  

Royston Choral Society 
Open Rehearsal ï 10th September, 7.45pm Royston Methodist Church 

Following the fire in our Parish Church last December, the Society is grateful for the 
use of Royston Methodist Church in Queens Road, Royston (SG8 7AU) for weekly 
rehearsals. New members are always welcome ï particularly tenors! ï and the óOpen 
Rehearsalô is a chance for aspiring members to try singing with us. No obligation, and 
you will not be asked to sing on your own!  

Our principal concerts this season will be Elgarôs óDream of Gerontiusô in November, 
and Bachôs B Minor Mass in March. Additional performances include the High Sherriffôs 
Concert this month and our Christmas and summer concerts. Contact our Chair, Huw 
Jenkins, on 07855 311192 for more info or email chair@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk 

High Sherriff of Hertfordshireôs Charity Concert ï 28th September, 7.30pm 
Haileybury College  We are delighted to have been invited to be part of this massed 
choirs event helping to raise funds for Hertfordshire Community Foundation to help 
varied local charities in the county. 

Elgarôs óDream of Gerontiusô ï 3rd November, 7.30pm Haileybury College Members 
are very excited about the challenge of óThe Dreamô, but we are confident our Musical 
Director Andrew OôBrien will enable us to do justice to a masterpiece. 

Full details on the website ï www.roystonchoralsoc.org.uk 



 17 

 

Christ Church 
United Reformed Church 

To celebrate our 

B I C E N T E N N I A L 
please join us and   

The Mustard Seed Singers 
in Christ Church, Baldock Road, for a free concert 

on Saturday 28
th
 September at 7pm 

There will be a retiring collection at the end of the concert for the 

continuing work of  Christ Church in Buntingford 

Other events to celebrate our BICENTENNIAL include: 

4th SEPTEMBER  Buntingford Gardeners Club Annual Show, 8pm.  

14th SEPTEMBER  Church Open Day with Exhibition of Buntingfordôs 
Past in conjunction with Buntingford Library Local History Group. 

15th SEPTEMBER Bicentennial Service in the Church, 6pm. 

29th OCTOBER Toddler Party 10ï11.30am. 

Book Sale and History Day 
St Mary Magdalene Church, Barkway 

Saturday 7
th 
September, 10am to 4pm 

Lots of Books Å Church Tours Å Barkway 
History Group Å Refreshments Å Free Entry 

All proceeds to the Church Restoration Appeal 

Saturday 14th September at 6.30pm  
Fundraising evening in St. Mary's Church, Furneux Pelham 

for the repair of our church roof, recently stripped of lead. 

Buffet, Wine and Music  ï  Tickets Ã20 (includes glass of wine) 

Contact 01279 777328 or 01279 777798 
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 Members gathered at the Silver Ball, Reed, for the Raffle of 
the Year! Different coloured raffle tickets ï one colour for 
the ladies and another for the gentlemen ï were given out 
and, just like the draws for the FA Cup, the couples were 
picked for the second NUTS Wife Swap. 

The oldest car (below left), a 1916 Ford Model óTô Tourer 
owned by Mr David Richmond, was won by Mrs Julia 
Peacock. Normally the hood is never up but on this, the day 
before the hottest day on record, Mr Richmond decided to 
raise the hood and called it a parasol! 

The only commercial vehicle in the 
club (bottom left) ï a 1936 Foden 
óSô type 7İ ton wagon owned by 
Mr Charlie Franklin ï was won by 
Mrs Jackie Thomas, wife of Chief 
Nut, Mr Iayn Thomas. But to get 
into the cab Mrs Thomas first 
needed the help of some steps 
(bottom right)! 

Following the draw the gentlemen 
drove their new ladies to the Fox  
at Therfield in perfect open-top 
weather. Twenty-four cars with 40 
members took part ï those good at 
maths may have spotted that, 
sadly, some gentlemen did not get 
a new lady for the day! 

NUTS will again be supporting the 
Buntingford Classic Car Day with 
their popular display in the front 
garden of Layston Court, by kind 

permission of Ian & Karen Stephens. Please come along and take part in their famous ï 
and free! ï Button Vote, voting for your favourite car. 

Jean Cook 
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Where Am I? 
Itôs 3.50pm and pouring with rain. We have just got back from the nearby ancient Town, 
steeped in history and smugglersô tales of a bygone age. We went into town on the  
T2 Tinner bus ï it takes about 30 minutes to get there. Whilst there we visited the Sloop 
Inn, a 14th century inn where we took refuge from the rain and had lunch. It was heaving 
with tourists and enthusiastic arty types, and we were glad to leave. 

The Town was very crowded, and no attempt had been made to restrict the traffic 
battling through the narrow-cobbled streets. I had to jump quickly into doorways and up 
high kerbs to avoid being run down. I was attempting to find an Art studio where classes 
are due to be held for beginners like me ï just behind the Tate Modern gallery, Iôve been 
told. Iôm thinking of going tomorrow afternoon: I hope the rain will stop by then. 

I am quite glad to be back here. We arrived yesterday after an 8-hour journey with just 
the one comfort stop at Mere on the A303, just past Stonehenge. On arrival we found 
our usual caravan, Sirrocco740, with its spectacular views across the bay and of the 
Godrevy lighthouse, made famous by renowned author Virginia Woolf who wrote about it 
in her 1927 novel To the Lighthouse whilst she was living nearby in Talland Bay. 

Our holiday home had had a makeover but not a satisfactory clean, so I had to 
complain. Not a good start. Following a bit of a clean-up and a glass of wine ï which 
helps along any situation ï I decided to explore the beach. It turned out be a fine 
evening with early signs of the magnificent sunset to come.  The beach is famous for its 
3 miles of glorious sands and undulating sand dunes, the famous lighthouse rising 
majestically from the bay like the lost city of Atlantis. It dominates the scene when not 
shrouded in swirling mist, as it was now, with the rainclouds obscuring my view.  

I must say the beach access is not for the faint-hearted. A very steep breath-taking climb 
down steps through the sand dunes eventually leads to a rewarding scene of delightful 
Atlantic breakers rolling gently onto the shore. As I stroll along the almost deserted 
beach, making footprints in the sand, I am reminded of all the years that we have been 
visiting this happy place ï probably over 50. We first came as teenagers, then as young 
parents with family and friends, and now in our retirement years. The drive might be 
getting a bit much for us. Who knows whether this may be our last visit? Perhaps it is 
time to explore 5-star accommodation somewhere on the Med... 

An orange glow now illuminates the Atlantic as the sun sets and I begin my slow ascent, 
noticing the little love locks attached to some of the steps and viewing platforms as I 
climb. I have seen them in Paris and Verona, inscribed with initials and loving messages, 
but never before in Cornwall. I try to recover my breath from the hard climb, arriving at 
this place at the top of the dunes where I write. 

The following day finds me in my established writing corner at The Sands Bar, where I 
order coffee and ice cream. Ignoring anything or anyone else, I reflect that this is my 
place ï a place where the world can wait. The rain has become torrential. It is drenching 
the early summer plants, so that bushes of dog roses and spikey agates glisten. I look 
across the bay and my view of the town, 6 miles in the distance, nestling against the 
Peninsula, is bathed in bright light: the sun is shining there now. I have sat here for 90 
minutes, watching the rain as I write, oblivious to sights and sounds around me. My body 
clock tells me itôs time for wine and supper and I venture forth to dodge the showers. 

Iôm sure Portugal and Tenerife in the coming months will be delightful, but meanwhile 
what shall we do in Cornwall tomorrow? Perhaps try my hand at the Art class, where I 
may be able the learn how to capture the landscape in pastels or watercolour ï I would 
like to try that.  Have you worked out where I am?  (Answer on page 44) 

Mary Godfrey, Buntingford Writersô Group 
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

The successful contractor has been commissioned to start work on 
the Community Centre playground after submitting an exciting and 
innovative design. Work will start in early September and should be 
finished in time for the half-term break. In line with survey results, 

the design focuses on the under 5s. Once this project is completed, we will turn to the 
playground at Hare Street Road Playing Field with a slightly older age group in mind. 

The Community Centre was closed for two weeks this August to enable us to undertake 
plumbing works required by Legionella legislation and also general maintenance and 
cleaning that canôt be carried out when the centre is occupied. 

Things are moving forward with the new cemetery which hopefully will be finished, with 
the exception of the planting, by the end of August/early September. 

We are compiling a list of approved contractors and are now looking for a local person/
company who would be able to undertake minor maintenance/decorating at Town 
Council-owned properties. If you know of anyone who would be interested, please get in 
touch and let us know. 

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town Council has published a number of Privacy 
Notices, these can be viewed on the Town Council website. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

Website: www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

Town Council meetings for September 

Thurs 5th  Sept 
 

Thurs 12th Sept 
 

Thurs 26th July 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee  

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. Members of 

the public are welcome to attend. Please check the BTC website for details.  

Open Garden in support of  British Red Cross 
Sunday 8th September, 12noon to 5pm ï Ã5 

Alswick Hall, SG9 0AA ï A Tudor house with 5 acres of landscaped 

gardens, just outside Buntingford. Dogs welcome. Refreshments. Nothing beats  

sitting in a lovely garden on a Sunday afternoon, with a cuppa and a slice of cake! 

http://www.redcross.org.uk/opengardens
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Saturday 5th October 2019  
The best 60s cover band in the world at Freman 

College. Tickets selling fast ï donôt leave it too late to 
get yours. Tickets Ã18 from Travel Stop or  

Keith Ian Estate Agent.  More info 01763 272177. 

 

Buntingford Library  
We have had record numbers of children taking part in our óSpace Chaseô Summer 
Reading Challenge. The last day of the challenge is Saturday 7th September when 
we also have a Wildlife Story Walk for families, led by the Herts & Middlesex Wildlife 
Trust. Our Lego Club starts on the first Thursday of the month ï itôs great value at Ã2 a 
session for children aged 5-12 years; booking opens on the Monday before. We are also 
partnering with the Family Centre who will be running a Jump & Jiggle session for an 
hour of active rhymes every Monday from 10:15am, starting Monday 2nd September. 

If you canôt make it to the library donôt forget we have online services, not just for eBooks 
and eAudiobooks but for daily newspapers too. Just pop in with your library card and pin 
number to sign up for this free service. Our Press Reader contains 6000+ publications 
with content from 100+ countries in 60 languages, with 2500+ daily newspapers 
including 90 days of back issues! Whatôs not to like? Click www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
librarynewspapers or download the Press Reader App. If you are not a library 
member, why not find out more by visiting www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/Libraries, or phone 
0300 123 4049, or pop in when you are in the High Street? You can keep up to date with 
events, new stock and book reviews from Carla on our Facebook page.  

Daryl Tapfield, Library Manager 

Opening hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00ï17:30; Fri 14:00ï17:30; Sat 9:00ï13:00 

Diary of events at the Library in September: 
Every Monday ï 10:15ï11:15am Jump & Jiggle, active rhymes for preschool children 
Every Thursday ï 2:15ï2:45pm Toddler Tales, stories for preschool children 
Thursday 5

th
 ï 4pm Lego Club 

Saturday 7th ï 10.30am Wildlife Story Walk with Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust 
Tuesday 10th ï 2.15pm Buntingford Local History Group in Magnolia Room 
Saturday 21st ï Herts Writers Society talk by Jane OôReilly  
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Hare Street Road  
Gardenersô Association 
Our allotments are at the end of Howard Lane on the 
Taylor Wimpey Knights Walk estate off Hare Street 
Road. There is ample parking and established paths to 
all the allotments. The entrance is landscaped with an 

area where plot-holders can socialise. There are mains water troughs all round the 
site for ease of watering. We are now in our fourth year 
and allotmenteers are busy with crops ready to harvest 
and there is still time to sow and plant new ones.  

Spare plots regularly become available so the waiting 
time is normally quite short. We have one plot that has 
just become available and thereôll be one more at the 
end of the year. If you are interested contact Roy 
Ellard, Chair(hsrgassociation@yahoo.co.uk). 

We have a good mix of members, from novices 
through to old hands. Experiences are shared and to ensure inclusion we publish a 
newsletter every two months during the summer with the aim of helping each other 
with successes, failures, advice, recipes ... 

Martin Tuck, Committee Member 

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERSô CLUB 
Panic ensued a week before our July meeting as the 
speaker we had booked cancelled. Thankfully we 
found a replacement ï Roger Hance, professional 
photographer, stepped into the breach and was an 
excellent speaker. We thoroughly enjoyed his slides 
of flowers, butterflies and moths, and his wide-
ranging knowledge. Did you know, for example, that 
the butterburôs giant heart-shaped leaves were used 
to wrap butter in the past (no plastic back then!) and 
that Therfield Heath, Royston, is a habitat for the 
rare, Easter-flowering pasque orchid? In August club 
members visited the Forgotten Gardens of Easton 
Lodge near Great Dunmow, which were opened specially for us. We were treated to a 
guided tour by one of the Trustees, plus tea and cake ï a very enjoyable morning out. 

The club meets on the first Wednesday of the month, excepting January and August, 
in the URC Hall, Baldock Road, starting at 8pm. No need to have a garden to join us, 
an interest is enough. Contact me, Lesley Lowers, on 01763 271885 with any queries. 

Our next meeting, on Wednesday 4th September, is our Annual Show when members 
bring along the best of their vegetables, flowers, cakes and preserves. This year we 
have invited Ermine Street and Hare Street Road Allotment associations to join in the 
vegetable and fruit classes. We will also, for the 2nd year, host the Civic Societyôs 
Buntingford in Bloom prize-giving. The Show is open to the public from 8pm so please 
drop in to see us if you can ï you will have a chance to vote for your favourite entry. 

Lesley Lowers, Club Secretary 

mailto:hsrgassociation@yahoo.co.uk
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Finnôs Story  
From naughty pup to national treasure  

On a cold winter's day in 2009, new police dog-handler 
PC Dave Wardell collected a 9-month-old German 
Shepherd called Finn from the foster carers who had 
looked after him since he was a tiny pup. Finn was 
Dave's first police dog and for him this was the 
realization of a long-held dream. He took Finn home to 
Stevenage where Finn was to live in a specially built 
kennel, but it was so cold Dave worried about leaving 
him outside. When it started to snow in the night he went 
down to check that Finn was okay. He found him curled 
up asleep outside the kennel, his nose buried husky-like 
in his tail, his coat covered in a dusting of snow. Finn 
was absolutely fine. 

Finn had been born in the West Midlands where his mum and dad were both police 
dogs, so his pedigree was excellent. He was bought by Hertfordshire Police when he 
was just 8 weeks old and taken to live with foster carers on a farm belonging to Hatfield 
House. He had plenty of scope to play and develop his natural skills, especially his 
hunting instincts, and he learnt to get along with the domestic and farm animals that 
shared his surroundings.  

Dave grew up in southeast London and had quite a tough childhood, his mumôs 
depression affecting the whole family, but a constant bright spot was his dadôs German 
Shepherd. Dave always loved dogs ï back then he liked them more than people and he 
often walked dogs for neighbours. Then, when he was about 12, he had an encounter 
that shaped his life: he met a police dog-handler and from that moment he knew exactly 
what he wanted to be.  

Fast forward a few years and Dave is married to Gemma and living in Stevenage. The 
couple joined Hertfordshire Police together and Dave, of course, applied to be a dog-
handler, but dog-handler posts don't come up often and he was unsuccessful. Later he 
applied again, then again, and again ... He began to think it wouldn't happen, but 
Gemma persuaded him to give it one last try. This time he was accepted and the next 
dog to be assigned to a permanent handler was Finn. The report from his foster carers 
was not entirely glowing ï they said Finn was far and away the naughtiest of the  
16 police dog puppies they had looked after, driving their cat out of the house and 
destroying countless shoes and other items. But he quickly settled down with Dave and 
Gemma and their pet dogs. These included another German Shepherd who became 
instant friends with Finn, which is apparently quite unusual.  

Leaving Gemma at home on maternity leave, Dave and Finn embarked on the 13-week 
training course that all new police dogs must pass. It didnôt start well, but the problem 
wasnôt Finn, it was the ñdope on a ropeò ï Dave. As a new handler he found it hard to let 
go ï he was trying to direct Finn rather than trusting the dogôs instincts. Dave says it took 
him 8 weeks to ñget itò, but then they began to shine and completed the course on time. 
At just 13 months Finn was a fully trained police dog, one of the youngest on the force. 

The duo went to work for the Herts-Beds police dog unit, working mainly in and around 
St Albans, Hatfield and Stevenage. As time went by they gained a reputation as a very 
effective team, clocking up more than 300 arrests including burglars, car thieves, armed 
robbers and bank robbers. The longest ótrackô Finn successfully found and followed was 
an incredible 4 miles to locate a stolen car and he became experienced at attending and 

(Continued on page 24) 
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 diffusing violent assaults and domestics. At 7İ 
years old, Finn was nearing the end of a solid, 
respectable career as Dave intended to retire him 
when he turned 8, but life was about to take a 
dramatic turn for them both. 

Tuesday 5th October, 2016, began like any other 
day on the training field at Knebworth House, 
enjoying a bit of ñplayò while waiting for their first 
call. When it came it was from a taxi driver in 
Stevenage who had been robbed by a man said 
to be wielding a metal bar. Because of the 
weapon the incident was classed as a violent 
assault, so a firearms unit was mobilized. Dave 
and Finn followed them onto the scene, but the 
job went quiet and the pair were moved on to 
another call ï a pub in Hitchin, said to be 
haunted, where suspicious noises had been 
heard! Finding nothing obviously wrong in 
Hitchin, they were called back to a ñsuspicious 
incidentò at a house in Stevenage. It was dark by 
the time they arrived at the house and plenty of 
people were already on the scene ï the local 
sergeant, the firearms vehicle, several taxis ï but 

nothing much seemed to be happening so Dave left Finn in the van as he went to find 
out was going on. Then all hell broke loose at the back of the house.  

Dave ran back to get Finn. He could hear someone ñgarden-hoppingò ï jumping over 
garden fences ï then a young man emerged from an alleyway holding something that 
looked a bit like a police baton, or a metal bar. For a split second he responded to 
Daveôs shout of ñstopò, but then he ran back into the alley so Dave unleashed Finn and 
they chased after him. The suspect disappeared round a corner and into a garden where 
Finn lost sight of him, until a security light snapped on and the man ran to jump the 
fence. Finn wasnôt having it ï he grabbed him by the calf and wouldnôt let go.  

At first, when Dave caught up with them, Finn seemed to have the situation under 
control ï Dave had no idea that Finn had already been severely stabbed in the chest. He 
pressed the button to activate the camera mounted on his uniform, which also transmits 
the sound of what is going on to colleagues nearby, then he bent down to clip the lead 
back on Finn. He didnôt even see the knife coming ï but Finn did. Still gripping the manôs 
calf, he leapt up to put himself between the oncoming blade and Dave. Finn took the 
force of the thrust to his head, deflecting it from Daveôs face. Horrified, Dave shouted: 
ñHeôs stabbing my dog!ò and realized he was going to have to disarm the man. Then, 
suddenly, the attack was over ï the man dropped the knife, back-up arrived, and finally 
Finn felt it was safe to let go. As he did so, Dave heard an awful slurping noise as blood 
flowed from the chest wound. 

Dave was in no doubt that Finn had saved his life, and now he had to do everything in 
his power to save Finnôs. Barely registering that he had himself been stabbed in the 
hand, Dave picked Finn up and ran back to his van. A colleague had already alerted the 
emergency vet and they set off on a desperate blue-lighted race to get there in time. 
When they next opened the van doors the once-white interior had turned red and Finn 
was struggling to breathe, his body filling with air. The vet gave him a strong sedative so 
he could get mechanical drains into his chest, yet even then Finn was trying to get up to 
make sure Dave was okay. Daveôs presence was not helping so he was invited to say 
goodbye, then taken to A&E himself to have the wound to his hand seen to. 

0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÐÁÒÁÄÅȡ 0# $ÁÖÅ 
7ÁÒÄÅÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ &ÉÎÎ ÏÎ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙȢ 
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(Continued on page 26) 

Meanwhile, Gemma was driving back from London ï she and their daughter, a talented 
swimmer, had been to the Olympic pool ï when she started to get some puzzling phone 
messages. First, a friend rang to reassure her that if there was anything she could do, 
Gemma just had to ask. Then there was a message from her sergeant, Duncan Wallace, 
telling her not to worry! What was going on? When she got home Dave was already 
there, in shock and in no state to talk. She drove him straight back to the vets and they 
just sat there waiting anxiously for news. 

Finn was in theatre for 4 hours while vet Rob Adams fought to save him. The head 
wound looked bad but it was the first stab wound, a 10-inch tear in the chest, which had 
done the real damage. Finn had been lucky, the blade missed his heart by less than 
1cm, but it had pierced two of his lungs leaving four gaping holes. Once he was out of 
theatre, Dave was allowed to see him. He lay unconscious, with six drains in his chest, 
yet immediately he heard Daveôs voice he tried to get up. It was best to leave him to 
sleep. Dave still hadnôt given a statement on what had happened, so he went next to 
Stevenage Police Station to be interviewed. It was now 36 hours since he had slept, but 
even when he got home sleep was impossible. He went back to see Finn the following 
morning, Thursday, and found him lying on the floor in a recovery room, so he just lay 
down beside him and they fell asleep together, 48 hours after the nightmare began.  

On the Saturday the last chest drain was removed and Dave was able to take Finn 
home, not back to his kennel but to the family living room. Finn needed absolute rest for 
six weeks. For the first four of these Daveôs official duty was to look after him and he 
brought down a single mattress to sleep downstairs with him. He intended to be with 
Finn every minute to watch for the danger signs of infection ï coughing, swelling, feeling 
too hot or too cold. When he woke one morning to find most of these he called Rob who 
came out immediately and diagnosed a seroma, the canine version of a hematoma, but 
advised waiting a day to see how it progressed. It was an anxious time, but the danger 
passed. Then one day Finn picked up a ball, and Dave knew he was going to be alright. 
Rob, who had been to see Finn so often he became a close family friend, put Finnôs 
recovery down to the fact that he was a working dog with a purpose in his life.  

They started back with training and Finn was keen as ever to get to work, but first he 
had to take his exams ï an annual test that all police dogs must pass to be re-licensed. 
He smashed it with such flying colours he was invited to represent Hertfordshire in the 
next regional police dog trials. On 22nd December 2016, 11 weeks and 1 day after the 
knife attack, Finn went back to work. His first job involved a stolen car that had been 
crashed and then the thief ran off. Finn tracked the suspect for almost a mile to a stable 

block where he found the man 
hiding under a blanket ï who must 
have been surprised when Dave 
burst into tears. 

The police dog trials came around 
and Finn was leading the pack 
until, two days into the event, Dave 
had to withdraw him due to a minor 
muscle problem. So he didnôt win 
the overall prize, but he did scoop 
a sackful of trophies for the 
individual events he had already 
won. Then came a very emotional 
day ï Finnôs retirement on 30th 
March 2017. From now on, he 
would be a very special family pet. 

4ÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÉÌÌȡ &ÉÎÎ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÄÁÙȢ 
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 Not surprisingly, Finnôs story generated a 
lot of interest and when it emerged that all 
his attacker was being charged with was 
ñcriminal damageò, the only charge 
possible under the law, the public were 
outraged. A colleague of Daveôs started 
an online parliamentary petition ï actually 
a resurrection of earlier petitions in 
support of service dogs harmed in the 
course of their duties ï and collected 
127,000 signatures in 11 days, well 
beyond the 100,000 threshold that 
requires a debate in Parliament. On the 
day, 14th November 2016, Finn was not 
well enough to attend, but Dave was there 
to hear cross-party support expressed for 
a change in the law and Brandon Lewis, 
then the minister for policing, promised to 
refer the matter to the Sentencing Council.  

Dave also met our local MP, Sir Oliver 
Heald QC, who pledged to raise the issue 
as a 10-minute Rule Bill. It was proposed 
to add a new clause to the Animal Welfare 
Act making it an offence to cause 
ñunnecessary suffering to a service 
animalò, in effect removing the claim of 
ñself-defenceò from anyone who harms a service animal going about its duty. The 
Service Animal Act, better known as Finnôs Law, came into force on 8th June this year 
and the first charge under the new Act was made soon after in Staffordshire. When you 
consider that in the last 19 years only nine 10-minute Rule Bills have made it into law, 
you get some sense of what an achievement this was for Dave and Finn. 

For Dave, working to change the law became an important part of his mental recovery. 
Months after the attack he still suffered flashbacks and nightmares, so he concentrated 
his energies on achieving a positive outcome for animals. First he had to maintain the 
momentum by keeping Finn in the headlines ï not an easy task with Brexit sucking the 
life out of all other news. He wrote a book, Fabulous Finn, about their experiences, and 
started Finnôs website and Twitter account. Then the opportunity came along to do 
Britainôs Got Talent. The only problem was what on earth could they do? Someone 
suggested magic and with the help of a magic consultant they learnt a routine just 24 
hours before going on live TV. The duo made it to the 2019 BGT final, raising Finnôs 
profile as Finnôs Law Part 2 began making its way through Parliament. If passed into law, 
this will improve protection for all animals in the UK, increasing the maximum sentence 
for cruelty to animals from 6 months to 5 years. Dave is optimistic that they will get there. 

Dave and Gemma had moved their family to Buntingford in 2014, so this was their home 
during these dramatic events. They live in Monks Walk with their three children and six 
dogs ï four pets including Finn and two working police dogs: a German Shepherd called 
Hero and a Springer Spaniel called Pearl. Meanwhile, Finn has been collecting awards 
and medals: the PDSA Gold Medal for ñdedication to duty and saving Daveôs lifeò; the 
Mirror Animal Hero Award; the IFAW Animal Hero Award; and in June he was given the 
Freedom of Buntingford by Town Mayor Graham Waite. As he strolls down the High 
Street with Dave and Gemma beside him, being greeted by all the children and adults 
they pass, Finn takes the attention in his stride. 

Christine Noble 

)ÔȭÓ Á ɉÒÅÔÉÒÅÄɊ ÄÏÇȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȡ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÉÄÅȟ 
ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÕÃËÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÌÌȢ 
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BUNTINGFORD FILM CLUB 
It is very pleasing to report the resounding success  
of our outdoor screening of óBohemian Rhapsodyô at  
The Sword Inn Hand, Westmill, on Sunday 18th August, 
which was completely sold out weeks before the event. 

Our next film in Benson Hall is óMonte Carlo or Bustô,  
the classic car romp which we are showing on Friday 
6th September at 7.30pm, to complement the Classic Car 
Day in the High Street the following day. 

There will be detailed information about our Autumn 
Season in the October Journal, but evening highlights 
include óStan & Ollieô, óYesterdayô and óRocketmanô, with 
óLego Movie 2ô, óSecret Life of Pets 2 and óRaymond 
Briggs Christmas Collectionô in the afternoons. 

Christine Stuart-Taylor, Event Co-ordinator   

Tel: 01763 272990 

Box Office: Chris Dellar Properties, 58 High Street   Tel: 01763 272605 

Online Booking via Billetto:  www.buntingfordfilmclub.org 

B  A  L   F 
Our new 10-week course for Autumn is:  

óMyths and Legends of East Angliaô.   
Tutor:  Dr Maureen James / Starts: Wed 18

th
 September  

This course explores some popular myths and legends of East Anglia, tales passed 
down to us by oral storytellers and now in print, including who told the stories, where 
they were told, and when. It is aimed at anyone interested in local history and the 
tales that were once part of the oral landscape. The sessions will take the form of 
illustrated lectures, including audio and visual clips, as well as stories told (rather than 
read) by the tutor. The 10 weeks will include: 

ß Introduction to some of the Old Storytellers 

ß Tales of Wandlebury and the Gog Magog Hills 

ß Thomas Hickathrift and the Giant of the Smeeth, plus other local giants 

ß Legends of the Last Days of King John 

ß The Pedlar of Swaffam 

ß Tales of crime and punishment 

ß Black Dogs and other supernatural creatures 

ß Tales of Toadmen and Blind Fiddlers 

ß Legends of Wildmen and Green Children 

ß Piers Shonks, other local tales and urban myths 

We meet at the Seth Ward Community Centre, Luynes Rise, Buntingford. The 
Wednesday morning lectures start at 10.30am, but we have coffee beforehand from 
10am. Everyone will be made very welcome. If you would like further details please 
phone Julia on 01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 
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 On Our Way to a  
Plastic Free High Street 

On 6th July representatives from the Plastic Free 
Buntingford group and the Town Council took to 
the High Street to find out what our shopkeepers 
are doing to eliminate single-use plastic. Not all 
businesses were visited so this is just a glimpse 
into what is happening. We will soon publish a 
directory of what is going on more widely in and 
around Buntingford. So far it is encouraging. 

J. Oliver Radley Opticians ï Currently offers recycling for contact lenses, including the 
plastic/foil packaging, as well as spectacle frames and lenses, which are turned into 
materials to make new glasses through a charity called Vision Aid Overseas. More 
details on the website: https://www.radleyopticians.com/about-the-practice/ 

Coffee Shop ï Continues to be a shining example of what can be done, having 
eliminated all single-use plastic items from their takeaway stock. 

Sainsbury's ï Are phasing out plastic bags for bakery and fresh produce. 

Cheeseplate ï Paper is used where possible, but they are awaiting an environmentally 
friendly alternative to clingfilm which complies best with hygiene and food preservation. 

Mark Doel ï Uses paper bags for cheese and people can take their own containers for 
meat products. 

Flutterbyôs ï Uses paper bags and recycled tissue and encourages customers either to 
re-use or return the plastic suit covers which protect the clothing. They support local 
crafts people, selling jewellery and homemade candles, and stock Nealôs Yard products, 
an ethical beauty range, some of which comes in blue glass bottles. 

Delissimo ï Have tried stainless steel straws but these are too narrow for milkshakes 
and paper straws aren't strong enough, but may try silicon straws. They are interested in 
finding substitutes for their polystyrene takeaway containers.  

Wellies and Walkies Cafe ï They use Vegware, a compostable alternative to plastic 
takeaway containers, and stock Cano Water (www.canowater.com/), a new way to 
buy spring water in a can, which can have a re-usable ring-pull and be easily recycled. 
They are also part of óToo good to goô, an organisation dealing with food waste. 

As consumers, it is up to us to tell shopkeepers that we want less plastic, so whenever 
you get the chance please refuse a plastic bag or packaging and say that you would 
prefer not to take any plastic home. Please contact us with any ideas you have to make 
Buntingford a cleaner, greener place, and look us up on the Buntingford in Transition 
Facebook page to get involved with discussions and find out about upcoming events. 

Madela and the Team, buntingfordintransition@gmail.com  

ñYou are my Disciplesò, said Jesus.  But what did he mean? 
A whole-day Bible Teaching Seminar given by respected Preacher  

and Bible Teacher Chris Hill (C L Ministries) 

Saturday 19th October 2019, 10am to 3.30pm 
At Benson Hall, Buntingford SG9 9HT (opposite the Co-op) 

Bring a packed lunch (drinks provided) 

Full details from Barry & Carol Brown 01763 272210 

https://www.radleyopticians.com/about-the-practice/
http://www.canowater.com/
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Memories of the Great Flood of Buntingford ï Part 7  
In October last year, the Journal began a series of articles by Jean Cook marking the  
50th anniversary of the flood that hit the town on the morning of 16th September 1968.  
As the 51st anniversary of the event approaches, here is the last in her series  
recounting memories from local residents of their experiences that day.  

Ann (right) & Peter Whitby lived with their two 
sons, Peter aged 3 years and David 6 months, at 
No.1 Station Road (below), next to the river and 
opposite Smithôs Garage where the Co-op now 
stands. It had rained on the Saturday and Sunday, 
with very heavy rain during Sunday night, and 
when they got up on the Monday morning ï 16th 
September 1968 ï Chapel End and the Catholic 
Church were already flooded so they invited their 
neighbours in for a hot drink. Then, Anne recalls, 
at about 8.30am, a huge wave came from Union 
Terrace and swept through their bungalow.  

The firemen arrived and carried Ann and the 
children to safety at the Fire Station. Peter stayed 
in their home to try and save what he could. As 
she was being carried to the Fire Station, Ann lost 

her slippers in the water. Several cars were trying to get through Buntingford from the 
south ï this is long before the bypass was built ï and were lined up along Station Road. 
One of the drivers wound his window down and asked the fireman why the lady had 
nothing on her feet and said she would catch her death of cold! The fireman explained 
that the lady lived in the bungalow which had just got flooded and she had lost 
everything. With that the motorist announced that he was a shoe sales rep, went to the 
boot of his car and produced two pairs of brand new shoes for her! 

They were only out of the house for a couple of hours ï the water went down almost as 
quickly as it had come ï but the damage had been done. They stripped the beds and 
threw all the soiled clothes and linen out on the drive. Friends turned up with mops and 
buckets and by 2pm the bungalow had been cleared out and cleaned. Later the washing 
was returned beautifully laundered. The children were cared for by friends for some 
days while the house dried out and their abiding memory is of the warmth and practical 
help that was so freely offered by the people of Buntingford. 

Jean Cook 

(The first six articles appeared in the Journal between October 2018 and April 2019.) 
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Events in September  
See www.isabelhospice.org.uk for full details  
of these and future fundraising events 

8th Sept ï £tape dôAmwell, Allenbury Sports Club, Harrisôs Ln, Ware, SG12 0DJ  
7.30am start. Organised by the Rotary Club of Amwell, this takes riders on 3 routes into 
Essex. Entrance: 50km Ã15; 100km Ã20; 150km Ã25. www.amwellsports.com  
 

9th Sept ï Ladies Open Golf Day at Brocket Hall, Wewlyn, AL8 7XG  
The 23rd anniversary Golf Day for Isabel Hospice. Entry Ã150 per pair, Ã300 for 4 Ball., 
including refreshments, lunch and prizes. Contact Jan Leggetter on 01438 716079. 
 

14th Sept ï Jumble Sale in Thundridge Village Hall, SG12 0SU ï Starts 2pm. Come 
and find some treasures! Adults 50p; children free. Queries anndavey33@gmail.com. 
 

15th Sept ï Hospice 100 at Freman College, AG9 9BT ï An unforgettable cycling 
experience in association with SportiveUK, over 3 distances ï 44, 76 or 100 miles, 
starting and finishing in Buntingford. www.riderhq.com/events/85347/hospice-100-0  
 

16th Sept ï Autumn Golf Day at Brocket Hall, Welwyn, AL8 7XG  
The Annual Isabel Hospice Autumn Golf Day gets underway from 8.30am on the 
Melbourne Course. Entry Ã600 for 4 ball. Contact Linda Cudmore on 01707 382500.  
 

18th Sept ï A Musical Evening at the IH Community Hub, Welwyn Garden City, 
AL7 4PH, with Parkinson's UK. From 7.30pm, tickets Ã5. Call 01707 382536 to 
book! 
 

19thï23rd Sept ï Isabel Hospice Mont Blanc Challenge ï One of our biggest 
challenges yet in the Mont Blanc Massif in France, Italy and Switzerland. Team Isabel 
will be taking on 45km of the classic Tour Du Mont Blanc , reaching an altitude of 
2537m! Contact megan.sparrey@isabelhospice.org.uk or 01707 382544. 
 

22nd Sept ï Hidden London 10 ï Walk, explore and remember! ï A 10-mile 
sponsored walk along Regents Canal from Paddington Basin to the Olympic Park. 
Funds raised will pay for óLiving Well with Isabelô sessions. You can register now at 

óOUTER SPACEô SANDON FETE 
Celebrating 50 Years since Man 

landed on the Moon 

SUNDAY 22
nd
 SEPTEMBER, 1ï4pm  

At this yearôs Fete space hopper races and a best-
dressed alien contest will take place alongside time-
honoured traditions, such as best home-made 
marmalade, chutney and jam competitions. Thereôll 
be musical entertainment and a óGrand Drawô with a 
first prize of Ã150 cash. Plants, seeds & cuttings will 
be on offer on the óbring & buyô produce stall, as well 
as culinary treats. Thereôll be jousting, quizzes, and a 
variety of stalls from óguess the weightô to ósplat the 
alienô. Licensed bar, BBQ, cakes, puddings & cream 
teas. The fete is held on the Village Green and in the 
Village Hall  (SG9 0QX). Parking is free.  

The space theme continues in our acclaimed flower arrangements in All Saintsô 
Church, and all monies raised will go towards the Church upkeep. 

http://www.amwellsports.com
mailto:anndavey33@gmail.com
https://www.riderhq.com/events/85347/hospice-100-0
mailto:megan.sparrey@isabelhospice.org.uk
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Rent Arrears 
I am renting and have an assured shorthold tenancy. I have been struggling to pay 
the rent for a few months. I am working full time but my wages arenôt enough. I am 
only just managing with my other bills and spending. Now I am falling behind on 
my payments and I am worried about losing my home. What can I do to stop this 
from happening? 

Rent arrears, like council tax debt or mortgage arrears, are a priority debt. Non-payment 
can cause serious problems, such as losing your home.Talk to your landlord (or lettings 
agent if you rent through an agency) straight away. You should do this even if youôre 
waiting for a benefit payment to come through. Pay what you can and ask them for more 
time to pay the rent back. 

Donôt ignore the situation. Your landlord can start the eviction process straight away if 
you miss a payment and any of the following have happened: 

¶ youôve been late with rent before; 

¶ youôre already in arrears with your rent; 

¶ the fixed-term period of your tenancy has ended ï if your tenancy is an assured 
shorthold tenancy. 

In these cases, the court will normally grant your landlord a ópossession orderô very 
quickly and youôll be told to leave within 14 days. 

If the landlord says they plan to evict you, has served you with an eviction notice, or you 
have letters from court, get advice urgently. Go through correspondence from your 
landlord. Compare payments youôve made to the amount of arrears due, to make sure 
the numbers agree. Speak to them about why youôre struggling with your rent.  

Create a budget by adding up your essential living costs, such as food and energy, and 
take these away from your income. Use the Citizens Advice budgeting tool and benefits 
calculator to see if you can increase your income. You might be able to get some help 
with your rent through Universal Credit. Try to find cheaper deals on your energy, phone 
and broadband. 

If youôre able to pay off some of the arrears, your landlord may agree to a payment plan, 
enabling you to pay smaller amounts. Be clear and realistic about your budget. If they 
donôt agree a plan, or if you feel unable to negotiate alone, go to Citizens Advice. 

The payment plan should be written down and signed by the landlord. They canôt evict 
you without going to court. But if you do get evicted, ask the council for help with housing 
and benefits. Contact them immediately, they can help you stay in your home.  

For help with your budget, negotiating a rent payment plan, or eviction advice, contact 
your nearest Citizens Advice.  

É Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date information, visit their website: 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 

Drop-in: Telephone: 

Monday 10:00am ï 4:00pm  03444 111 444 

Tuesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm Monday ï Friday 

Wednesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm 10:00am ï 4:00pm  

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/budgeting/budgeting/work-out-your-budget/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/budgeting/budgeting/work-out-your-budget/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/budgeting/budgeting/work-out-your-budget/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/contact-us/search-for-your-local-citizens-advice/?q=&c=HOME-BUREAU
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/contact-us/search-for-your-local-citizens-advice/?q=&c=HOME-BUREAU
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 Immigration Consternation! 
There are so many analogies that attempt to explain the detrimental side to what we are 
presently engaged in and has caused so much consternation not only within our shores 
but the world at large. ñThe boat is sinking because we are overloadedò, or ñPeoples are 
like a stew where a little spice and salt will improve the meal but a lot of different spices 
will make the dish inedibleò. Let us be in no doubt, migration ï be it economic, through 
war, natural disasters, or just plain inquisitiveness ñWhatôs over that hillò ï is a basic 
instinct of all living things on this planet and for all we know it is for the universe. 
Moreover as the population increases awareness becomes more acute and those who 
aspire for a world where antagonism does not exist are kidding themselves and only 
making it worse.  

I am sure that 30,000 years ago when early man (they used to get up with the sun) stood 
at the entrance to his cave (yes, I know, equality alert) with his partner, they thought that 
ñthe woolly mammoth has moved on, the flint knapping business is played out and that 
nutter in the next cave says heôs invented something called the wheel, crazy!ò so they, 
Ug and his significant other plus the kids, packed up and headed for the next valley. 

The planet spun several thousand times and we now have inward immigration to our 
town from another valley, the Lea Valley, and Ug has started to settle into our culture by 
buying a pair of green wellies and getting a rented Chelsea tractor and, of course, a dog. 
But the trouble comes when Ug rocks up in a new valley and when he and Mrs Ug have 
settled in and, after taking advantage of all the good things there, they want to change 
things and enforce their hitherto culture on this new home which has been built up 
gradually over many years.  

For those who have studied history this has happened time and time again and no doubt 
was one of the basic fears that lead to the people of this island voting to say ñenough is 
enoughò three years ago and creating the situation that has occupied our every breathing 
minute since! 

When the Romans turned up with their wine, garlic and new religion it wasnôt a case of, 
ñyou English chaps carry on, we are only visiting, but we understand you are interested in 
roads? Well, we can do that, our people are the best and they work harder than your lot 
é By the way, those druids who organise your religion? They will have to go as our 
religion is the real one and just to show how great it is, anybody who says otherwise will 
be sent to play with the lions or crucified or even result in us making all you lot slavesò.  

Eventually, when the wind began to blow up their togas and, like many to follow, the 
Romans got really ticked off with the Scots (Picts back then) they went back to warmer 
climes and set about running down their homeland into ruins and building chariots with 
one forward and ten reverse gears. 

Then came the so-called ñdark agesò when everybody and their aunties arrived and set 
about ñcolonisingò our island with gratuitous rape and pillage and slaving. There were so 
many incomers that poor old Ug had to move to Wales, yes it got that bad, whilst the 
Angles, Saxons and Vikings knocked seven sorts of dust out of each other. 

Up comes 1066 and the Norsemen (Norman was just the doormanôs name and one of 
Haroldôs chaps thought he asked what was the name of the bloke with all those boats? 
And it stuck) who had hitherto occupied parts of northwest France decided it was their 
turn for immigration into our land and gave us a poke in the eye (sorry Harold). Once 
again they were not content to live happily side by side, oh no! They changed our 
language, the political structure and enslaved the people, but as some say they brought 
some good things with them but not soap. 
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A few hundred years on and it was the turn of the Germans and Dutch who ingratiated 
themselves in our land and culture by starting at the top and becoming our royal family. 
Yes I know they gave us Christmas trees and motor cars with no indicators, and when 
we said enough was enough they set about bombing us to bits (twice, losing both times, 
after we woke up and said out you go Hans).  

So up to that point we the English had put up with immigration, become slaves and 
begun to change our culture. Note: there were no apologies from any of the former for 
robbing our lands and introducing slavery. Not so much as a free pizza from the 
Romans, no compensation, apologies and a pack of Danish bacon from the Vikings, and 
as for the French they never did get it with us using soap. Still we made it up with the 
Germans and thought ñpoor dearsò losing two nil, so we made them in charge of Europe. 
Together with their new besties they conspired to take us over, by first telling us it was a 
common market and we could trade with them, on their terms of course.  

Just to make us all one big happy family they tried to make one currency whilst inviting 
the whole ragbag of other countries into the market. They liked the free movement of 
people (ñimmigration is good for you, Englisherò). ñPush all people on the move over to 
Blightly, they think that they owe us and they will spend untold millions on spurious 
activities such as integration.ò (Yeah, like that will work!) 

ñWe have them at last Hans. Soon we will run the show with our own federal army (now 
where did we put those tanks?). What about our friends the French?ò 

ñWhat friends, we only needed that bus to get to where we wanted to go. They will be 
too busy to notice, grabbing back all the properties the stupid English have put their 
money in and taxing the hell out of them.ò 

ñBut what about that Brexit thing that has made all us lawyers very rich? What will 
happen if they donôt play ball and walk away?ò  

ñNo problem, they will still want to take their holidays in our Europe (cue martial music), 
eat our sausage, drive our cars and tell everybody that itôs made in Germany (although 
now most of it isnôt and that is why we got found out fiddling the figures at Volkswagen).ò 

ñYou are so clever Hans, but I donôt think that moustache suits you.ò 

ñWhat about the lederhosen? Too much?ò 
Vyse       

Braughing Sing 
Community Choir   
New Term: Tuesday, 3rd  September.  

Are you an Alto, Baritone, Bass, Tenor  
or Soprano? Or you just enjoy singing?  

Come and join us at The Jenyns School, Braughing SG11 2QJ  

Tuesday evenings from 7.30pm to 9.00pm  
First 2 sessions free, new term, new songs, fun and laughter!  

Visit:  www.braughingsing.com    Facebook page: òThe Braughing Singó 

Tel: 01763 289 738 for more details.  

http://www.braughingsing.com
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 Making the most of our lovely summer, two 
U3A groups had two memorable days out.  

The Wine Appreciation Group called their trip  
óA Day of Wine and Rosesô ï the wine part was 
the winery at Chapel Down in Kent (below) which 
they visited in the morning. The roses were at the 
famous Great Dixter Gardens in East Sussex, 
created by Lutyens and home to the renowned 
gardener and plantsman Christopher Lloyd. 

The LETs Group had a local 
trip to Hitchin where they 
visited the British Schools 
Museum in the morning ï the 
whole group were photo-
graphed in class (bottom) and 
the naughty boy (below right) 
is Dennis Robertson! They 
spent the afternoon at Hitchin 
Lavender. 

Our Speaker for Monday 9th 
September is Captain William 
Wells on ñThe Liquid History 
of Londonò. Our meeting the 
following month, Monday 14th 
October, will be our AGM.  
Our monthly meetings are at the Seth Ward Community 
Centre, Luynes Rise; doors open 1.30pm. 

Jean Cook 

Please visit our website for information on our groups: 
www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford   

 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford
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Meet our chiropractors ï left  
to right below: Rhiannon Hughes, 
Louise Hampton and Adrian 
Collingwood. All three are 
registered with the General 
Chiropractic Council and are 

available on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Chiropractors, like osteopaths, treat 
conditions affecting the muscles and joints, such 
as back and neck pain, sciatica, sports injuries 
and shoulder complaints. Chiropractors donôt 
have to ócrackô joints, they have a lot of treatment 
options available ï manipulation, mobilization and 
massage, as well as exercises that can help. 

Louise qualified at the University of South 
Wales in 2004 and is a Fellow of the British 
Chiropractic Association. She is the owner of 
attend2health and wrote a book on low back pain, 
published  
last year, which is available from the clinic or  
on Amazon. Adrian qualified in 2003 from the 
University of Surrey and has a Masters in 
Chiropractic. He has a special interest in how 
chiropractic can help headaches. Knowing the 
importance of body and lifestyle balance, Adrian always considers health problem 
within the context of a patientôs lifestyle. Symptoms donôt occur on their own ï they 
are a warning of something not right. Rhiannon gained her Masters from the 
University of South Wales in 2013. After receiving chiropractic herself when she was a 
child, she knew she wanted to help others with the same quality of treatment and 
care. Her special interest is in pregnancy. For more information or to book a free chat 
with any of the practitioners call 01763 878087. 

We are also proud to announce that attend2health has been shortlisted in the 'Allied 
Health Professionals Category' of the Zenith Global Health Awards. The awards will 
be presented in London on 5th October, so fingers crossed!  

Foxton Scarecrow Festival 
Saturday 12

th
 October, 12noonï5pm 

St Laurenceôs Church in Foxton will be holding its popular Scarecrow Festival again 
this year, so please come along and join us for some scarecrow fun!  As in previous 
years, you can wander through the village spotting all the scarecrows in different 
locations and joining in with various activities along the way, including a special 

childrenôs quiz: óWhereôs Wally?ô ς Will you be able to find this special scarecrow, 
hidden somewhere in the village? We welcome you to stop in for refreshments such 
as bacon butties, home-made soup, or tea and cakes. This fun event for all ages will 
finish in St Laurenceôs Church from 4.30pm with prize-giving and a performance by 
the Foxton Singers.  

Programmes will be available on the day from the Church, the Village Hall and Village 
Shop. For further info, contact Jill Buggey  jillbuggey@ntlworld.com 

mailto:jillbuggey@ntlworld.com
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Saturday 28th September @ 7.30pm 
Tickets Ã20 (includes cheese platter supper) 

Available from 07905 184619 or 01920 822229 

We are delighted to welcome back saxophonist 
Andy Brush, this time accompanied by some 
talented musicians new to Gravelly Barn, 
including the much-acclaimed vocalist Ashton 
Jones. The evening should be a wonderful 
selection of, as Andy describes it, ñsoulful jazz 
and funky groovesò.  

In aid of the Samaritans & Stevenage Haven. 

Gravelly Barn, Gravelly Lane, Braughing SG11 2RD 

www.gravellybarn.com 

Orchard Surgery News 
The Care Quality Commission recently rated Orchard 
Surgery GOOD in all areas. Congratulations to the staff for 
achieving this positive mark from the national regulator. 

Extended hours, 7 day access to GP/Nurse appointments is 
now available at Hanscombe House Surgery in Hertford. Call 
Orchard reception to book an appointment up to 8pm weekdays 

or on Saturday/Sunday mornings. With your consent your medical record will be provided 
to the GP/Nurse at Hanscombe House thanks to the internet and common record system. 

You can access the surgery website to book your own appointments, get blood 
test results and renew prescriptions from your own home at any time! To register, call at 
the surgery with ID to prove you are a patient and you will be issued with a password.  

Over 200 Orchard patients completed the national patient survey questionnaire 
sent out to all surgeries by NHS England. The surgery scored well on reception, 
telephone handling and ease in getting an appointment. Full results are on the website. 

Please Give Blood ï Anyone who is fit and healthy between the ages of 17 and 70 (and 
beyond) can donate blood. Within 2 weeks of your donation you will be told where your 
blood has been used in the NHS (mine went to Liverpool). Go to blood.co.uk for details.  

Did Not Attends are still too high ï Despite text reminders, 4 or 5 patients are being 
asked to leave the practice each quarter after failing to attend 5 or more appointments. 
Please call the surgery ï the number to call is on the text reminder ï and let us know if 
you cannot keep an appointment so someone else can have that appointment time. 

Dr Larmie has resigned; the surgery wishes her well and thanks her for all her care. 
Cover will be supplied by locums and we hope to have a replacement by November. 

Flu season ï Flu vaccine clinics begin in October, but you can phone to arrange an 
appointment from the second week in September. Patients who are due shingles and 
pneumonia vaccinations will get these at the same time. 

Primary Care Networks ï Orchard is to share resources with Buntingford Medical 
Centre, Standon & Puckeridge and Dolphin House Surgery. The practices are not 
merging, but will be working together to provide extra services such as physiotherapy and 
social prescribing. There will be further announcements as services are developed. 

The next PPG meeting is on Wednesday 9th October at 6 pm at Orchard Surgery 

www.orchardsurgerybuntingford.co.uk 


