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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

Every Saturday, 2:00pm — 4:00pm at Buntingford Police
station

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 —13:00 CLOSED
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700
Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road

Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm

Open:



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Wednesday 1%

Saturday 4"

Sunday 5"

Tuesday 7"

Thursday 9"

Saturday 11"

Sunday 12"

Monday 13"

Friday 17"

Monday 20"

Tuesday 21%

Wednesday 29"

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock
Road, Buntingford.

11:00am — 4:00pm 10" Buntingford Classic Event. See page 11.

12:30pm Christ Church picnic and walk at Balons Farm, Little
Hormead. See page 16.

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society — Benson Hall. New

members welcome to join our society formed in 1956. Enquiries to Mr
W Lodge on 01920 438482.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall. Speaker Martin
Copping on St. Paul's.

8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH.

10:00am — 6:00pm Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Historic Churches
Trust annual Sponsored Bike’n Hike. See page 16.

2:00pm — 5:00pm British Red Cross Open Gardens. Alswick Hall Plant
Fair. See page 15.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford USA Seth Ward Community Centre.
Speaker Mark Davis on 'How the Potato Shaped History'.

8:00pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at the Crown
public house, Buntingford. Speaker Ken Livermore on Sandringham
Locomotive Project.

10:30am - 11:30am Buntingford Day Centre Coffee/Information
morning. See page 36.

12noon deadline for October edition of Buntingford Journal. Contact
01763 272040.

10:30am BALFF course 'Girdle Round the Earth at Seth Ward
Community Centre, Luynes Drive, Buntingford. See page 15.

7:30pm (doors open 7:00pm) Buntingford & District Flower Club at
Benson Hall. Nick Grounds Open Meeting — Flotsam & Jetsam.
10:30am — 12:00noon BALA Coffee morning at Benson Hall,
Buntingford.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.
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WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER?

MONDAYS
9:30am — 11:30am

10:00am — 12 noon

10:30am — 12 noon

1:30pm — 3:30pm

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm

7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm

7:30pm — 9:45pm

8:15pm

TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am

9:30am — 11:00am
1:00pm — 3:00pm

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm — 8:15pm
WEDNESDAYS

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm

6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:30pm

Buntings Tumble at Cottered Village Hall. Contact 01763 272868.

Free sports activities for over 50s men and women run by Herts Sports
Partnership at Seth Ward Community Centre. Yoga, badminton, dance,
pilates, new age bowls, table tennis, seated exercise and lots more. Free tea
& coffee. Tel 01707 281201 for more details.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen Harris on
01920 821288.

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631

Cougars Under 7s training, Norfolk Road. Andy on 07941 078069.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon on
01462 642922.

Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on
07739 131694.

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19 years, held
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Nick Howell on
07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk.

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session. Contact
01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term time.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to 5
years, £6.75 per session. It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school.
Booking is required. Please call 01763 289942. Term time only.

Cougars Under 12s Blues training, Norfolk Road. Shaun on 07836 214129.
Cougars Under 14s training, Norfolk Road. Frank on 07768 078167.
Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010.

Cougars Under 10s training, Norfolk Road. Martin on 07834 318518.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Cougars Under 11s training, Norfolk Road. Sean on 07860 365681.

Classes in classical yoga, relaxation & meditation at Seth Ward Community
Centre. Call Tom Newstead to book on 07900 654227.

Body Circuit at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.
4



WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER?

WEDNESDAYS
7:30pm — 8:15pm
8:00pm — 9:00pm
8:00pm
THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am

9:30am — 11:30am

11:00am
1:00pm — 3:00pm

2:15pm — 2:45pm

4:30pm — 6:30pm

5:00pm — 6:00pm
5:30pm — 10:00pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:15pm — 7:00pm
8:00pm — 10:00pm

FRIDAYS
9:30am — 10:30am

10:00am — 11:00am

5:00pm — 6:00pm
5:30pm — 8:00pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on
07739 131694.

Cougars Under 16s training, Norfolk Road. Mike 01763 271750.
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.

Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 01763
272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school). Range
of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities, small world
play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time only. £2.50 per child
(tea & coffee, snacks & juice included).

Keep fit for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 months to 5
years, £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay with their child
1:30pm-2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be accompanied by a
parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school, booking
required. Phone Kim Semple on 01763 289942.

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet or
biscuit and a picture to colour.

14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre (term-time
only) at URC Hall, Baldock Road contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk

Cougars Under 9s training at Norfolk Road. Kevin 07930 192079.

Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on
01920 821722.

Cougars Under 8s training at Norfolk Road. Matt 07814 838460.
Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p for
additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Contact Mandy Sims at
Bramble Hill Children's Centre 07904 955141 while the organisers of Rhyme
Time are on maternity leave.

Cougars Under 15s training at Norfolk Road. Darren 07764 573696.

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 —
19 years. A range of activities, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road.
Contact Nick Howell on 07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk.

Cougars Under 10s Stripes training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07836 231915.
Cougars Under 12s Whites training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07786 933963.
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WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER?

SATURDAYS
9:00am — 12:30pm Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years. Contact
Philippa on 01763 271010.

12:00pm — 2:00pm 14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

2:15pm - 4:15pm 6 — 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

4:15pm — 6:15pm 6 — 16 year olds dance workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.
All Stagefrights workshops are term-time only, at United Reform Church Hall,
Baldock Road. Contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk

2:00pm — 4:00pm Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.

MONDAY - Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to Town Clerk's
THURSDAY office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past.
MONDAY - Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 273344
FRIDAY for an appointment.

OUT AND ABOUT IN SEPTEMBER
Saturday 4™ 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.

11:00am start Wilkestock Music Festival. See page 22.

Sat4™ & Sun 5" 10:30am — 5:00pm Saturday and 10:30am - 4:30pm Sunday.
Birchanger Art Festival 2010. See page 13 for full details.

Sunday 5" 9:30am Ramblers 75" Anniversary "Baton" walks. See page 41.

Sunday 12" 9:30am Bridge the Gap Charity Walk. See page 35.

Saturday 18" 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

Sunday 19" 3:00pm — 5:00pm Cream teas at Ardeley Village Hall. See page 17.
LOOKING AHEAD

October

Sat 2" & Sun 3@  Furneux Festival 2010 — see page 27 for details.

Saturday 9™ 7:30pm for 8:00pm start Quiz Night at Layston First School,

Buntingford. See page 40.

7:30pm Braughing Music Society Classical Guitar Recital. See page
48 for details.

Wednesday 14" Wednesdays from 14™ October 7:00pm — 7:45pm Salsa/Latino
Beginners and 9:15pm — 10:00pm Ballroom/Latin American Beginners
at Layston C of E First School, The Causeway, Buntingford. For more
information telephone Maxine on 07854 251528.

November
Saturday 13" 10:00am — 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Annual Craft Fair,
Benson Hall. See page 35.



EDITORIAL

After having a wonderful week in Turkey at the end of June, with gorgeous blue skies and
temperatures in the high 30s and low 40s, writing this in August feels more like October.
Oh, our British weather! Let's hope we have an Indian summer.

| feel so sorry for the parents with school-age children. It seemed as soon as they broke
up from school the weather went into a decline, with just the odd nice day. | remember
the days when | had to amuse my boys during their school holidays — not the easiest (or
cheapest) of things, especially in inclement weather. Early September will see them back
to their studies and life can get back to some normality.

I, personally, was pleased to see that Martin and Mandy have been granted their long
sought after planning permission. They now have an arduous few years actually doing
the physical work and | dread to think of the costs involved. Good luck to the pair of them.

The 10" Buntingford Classic Event is taking place again on Saturday 4" September, and
as usual we have friends who are more than delighted to travel a hundred miles to our
little Town to attend. Hope to see a lot of you down in the High Street too. Fingers
crossed the sun makes an appearance.

As autumn approaches, | will again request any new ideas readers may have with
regards to the content of the Journal. This is a publication for Buntingford and the
surrounding villages so if you have something different you would like to contribute, | am
more than happy to receive it.

You may have noticed that the contents page is shorter than usual and in a larger
typeface. This doesn't mean that there is less inside your copy of the Journal, just that |
have not put in the individual events. These are mentioned in the 'What's on' pages and
more often than not, in the main body of the publication.

Aliya Chowney

Deadline for the October Journal is

12noon on Tuesday 21°' September 2010

Thanks go to Debbie Lemay for proof reading

Copy and diary entries:

Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor, by email

You may not know that a son of the manse in Buntingford, writing as 'Jack
Reynolds', published a famous or infamous novel in 1956 (just before 'Suzy Wong') called
"A Woman of Bangkok." And | am trying to write Jack's biography!

He was born Emrys Reynolds Jones in 1911; his father being
Joseph Reynolds Jones, minister of the Congregational church
from 1911 to 1922 who's picture is shown here.

Jack's father wanted him to follow in his footsteps but he
rebelled and worked as a gardener (I believe at Wrotham
Park); rode speedway and wrote and published poems. An
extraordinary man.

‘Jack' then served with the Friends Ambulance Unit in China
just after the war and continued a fine humanitarian career with
Unicef in Bangkok, marrying a Thai and raising seven children
and never again settling in England.

| have much about his later life but nothing about his childhood. He was forty when his
first child was born and being raised in Thailand they know nothing of their father's
upbringing.

| therefore need to contact anyone who can help me with local knowledge of the church
or the school he would have attended. There must be church and school records
somewhere and even school or other photos in which Emrys Jones would appear. There
are no known pictures of him as a child.

He was a wonderful writer and much of his fiction was autobiographical. There are
delightful passages about playing with his sister, Gwen, in the garden of the manse, of
arriving in 'Bantingham' by train and of walking through town; of his father's life at home
and dealing with his deacons.

As | do not know the area, | am at a loss for my next move and do not have the time or
the funding to visit and knock on doors. | have trawled the internet to the best of my ability
and have got as far as | can. | feel that there is somebody with a close knowledge of local
history who could give me many of the answers.

| do hope you can help in some way or point me in the right direction.

With thanks and best wishes,
Andrew Hicks

Contact details: 18 North Road, Petersfield, Hampshire GU32 2AX
Telephone: 01730-265010
Email: arhicks56@hotmail.com



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor, by email

I'd like to thank the thoughtless person who did not clear up properly after their pet. On
Saturday 10" of July my husband offered to go to Budgens to save me going out in the
heat. He is disabled and uses an electric wheelchair in the house and to get around the
town. Somewhere between Porters Close and the supermarket he must have caught the
wheel of his chair in some dog mess. When he arrived home he was accompanied by the
most appalling smell. This was, of course, transferred to the mats in the hallway and the
carpet in our living room. It took copious amounts of both fabric and air fresheners to
make our home sweet smelling again. His kind action in trying to help me out in the heat
ended in causing me even more discomfort than getting the car out and doing the job
myself. | hope the person concerned reads this and understands how their
thoughtlessness can adversely affect others and will be more careful in the future.

Yours,
Jenny Soar

Dear Editor by email

We are appealing for withesses as a visiting member of our family had their car 'moved'
from being legally parked in a bay in Buntingford High Street, just outside Doel’s butchers
on Saturday night/Sun morning.

It looks like the car was bounced out of its bay into the road. We are not sure whether
another motorist may have been hemmed in and bumped it into the road leaving it there
to cause an obstruction, or whether some individuals decided to have a bit of fun.
Regardless, the damage to the bumper seems to suggest that it was bounced. The police
found it in the road and issued us with a parking ticket for causing an obstruction, despite
the fact that we had witnessed the car being legally parked earlier on in the evening. We
also had to pay £150 to recover the vehicle, a graphite grey Toyota Aygo registration
GF06 NZC. We are appealing for witnesses. The police parking ticket was issued at
2:30am Sunday morning. We know the car was ok at 11:30pm Saturday evening, as we
had walked past it on our way back from the Wine Bar in Buntingford. This all happened
outside our window as we live opposite the butchers at no. 72, so it must have happened
between 11:30pm-2:30am.

Instances of vandalism in Buntingford seem to be commonplace. Our neighbours, who
own Lams Garden Chinese restaurant opposite, say their windows are broken once or
twice every year and still no CCTV in the town! Cars regularly speed through the High
Street here at 60 miles an hour at around 10:00-11:00pm each night. Buntingford is not
the quiet little middle England type of village it at first seems to appear.

If anyone could assist us we would be very grateful.

Yours,

Sharon and Darryl Marusic
72 High Street

Buntingford

Tel 01763 271315



2010 Countryside Walks Map for the Buntingford Area
shows New Footpaths

A new edition of the Buntingford area footpath leaflet 'Discover the Countryside Around
Buntingford' is now available and includes details of additional routes that generous
landowners allow walkers to use.

Earlier this year, the landowners of Stonebury Farm (Ralph Scott) and Alswick Hall
(Michael Johnson) agreed to the creation of several new permissive footpaths to the east
and southeast of Buntingford. This has resulted in useful additions to the good network of
public paths that exists to the north, east and west of the Town. Four previously
unconnected rights of way are now linked in the area between Buntingford, the Hormeads
and Dassels (near Braughing). Walkers here will enjoy extensive and delightful views
over the Quin valley and may be lucky enough to see a buzzard or herd of fallow deer.

_ A

Following meetings with Parish
Paths Partnership (P3) contacts
in Buntingford, Braughing and
Hormead, the Countryside
Management Service of
Hertfordshire County Council
| arranged the creation of these
routes with the landowners. The
" majority of the work on the
| footpaths took place in April.
Twenty-five volunteers from the
® Countryside Management
Service and the local
= : 2| Buntingford P3 group installed a
Paul Spears, Norman Cook, Roy Hornby (Buntingford P3 flight of steps, three bridges and
Coordinator) and Martin Haigh after work on waymarks & the 22 waymark posts to make the
new routes serviceable.

4

Discover the These new footpaths are shown on the new 2010 edition of the
Coun‘l’ryside Buntingford Area Footpath Map, which forms one side of the

around leaflet 'Discover the Countryside around Buntingford' (originally
produced in 2006). This can be obtained free of charge from the
Buntingford Library and from Manor House.

The leaflet was prepared by volunteer members of the
Buntingford Parish Paths Partnership and was supported
financially by Buntingford Civic Society. Hertfordshire County
Council provided a grant for printing through the Parish Paths
| Partnership.

BUNTINGFORD Bob Jackson

2010 Edition

A Map of Public Paths, Suggested
Walks and Information about the
Countryside around Buntingford
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The 10" Buntingford Classic Event

September 4" sees the annual Buntingford Classic Event roll into town. It's the 10"
anniversary this year and as in previous years classic cars, bikes, tractors, trucks and
even military vehicles will adorn our historic High Street and provide a vibrant and
colourful spectacle.

For classic vehicle owners the event
represents the perfect opportunity to
get their pride and joy out of the
garage, wax the bodywork, polish the
chrome and show off! For the casual
onlooker the free admission to the
event gives a great opportunity to soak |
up the nostalgic atmosphere in the |
historic setting of the High Street. It |
would be easy to imagine the real
vintage cars of yesteryear trundling
along Buntingford's original cobbled
streets, surrounded by its old Tudor |-
scene. 2

Known to locals as the Classic Car Show the event is a firm favourite regularly attracting
over 2,000 visitors to the town. Now in its tenth year the event continues to grow in
popularity attracting visitors from all over the region as well as some overseas visitors
and exhibitors.

At the time of writing the organisers are hoping to arrange a real piece of 1950's
nostalgia. Some of the older residents may remember that during the 50's the village of
Buckland, just north of Buntingford, was home to a small factory that produced the AC
Buckland Tourer. This was a prestige vehicle and only about 200 were produced so as
you can imagine not many remain. We are hoping to get one or two of these very rare
vehicles 'back home' for the day.

Apart from the vehicles there will be plenty more going on in the town. Several barbeques
and a hog roast will be on offer as well as a number of fabulous live musicians to
entertain you on every street corner. All of the shops will be open as usual although
access to them by car will obviously be restricted.

Event Timetable: 08:00 Road closure and diversions
09:30-11:00  Exhibitors arrive and park
11:00 Event opens to public
13:30 Judging of awards ends
15:15 Prize giving
16:00 Event ends
17:00 Roads re-open

So whatever you may have had planned for Saturday 4" make sure that a visit to the
High Street is included. Tell your friends and relatives — the more the merrier. Come
along and support the event and help make this year the best Classic Event ever.
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%X\N GPO Member of
ST~ Buntingford Civic Society T
SANLS 'Have a voice'

/C SOC\,

There are so many good things about Buntingford and surrounding villages that it makes
one's blood boil at the insensitivity of EHC in preserving and supporting the amenities and
quality of life in this community.

A couple of recent examples: There are amendments to two plots on the Barratt
development but our Town Council was not informed as 'amendments to approved
applications are only sent to Ward Members'. What is it, a lack of concern, discourtesy or
simply ignorance and poor management?

The LDF (Local Development Framework) document is open for consultation
looking towards 2031. In its tone the Buntingford chapter reads quite well but when we
consider the difference between words and actions, as demonstrated by the EHC
response to the Barratt development, we must wonder about the actual performance.

Elsewhere in the Journal there is a report on the negative impact of the Barratt
development on Fairfield residents. Your Civic Society was allowed only three minutes at
the planning meeting to express amongst other things that ' affordable housing' should be
integrated and that the increase in density was too much and that the developer had
failed to consult Buntingford Town Council and the wider population.

One would have expected EHC to back a reasonable case by Buntingford Town Council,
the Civic Society and others but no, EHC took the opposite view and backed the
developer. Is there any surprise that a big row is now brewing?

The 'Mercury' has given good coverage to the future governance structure of EHC. There
are two options; one is the continuation of the cabinet system, the other a mayoral
appointment.

The Executive Committee of Buntingford Civic Society support sticking with the cabinet
system and reject the mayoral appointment, which we consider will hand too much power
to an individual. Everyone must make their own decision and we recommend that you
go to www.ehc.gov.uk new executive arrangements survey and express your opinion in
this low-key consultation. The closing date for feedback is 3™ September 2010.

This piece opened by saying there are so many good things in our community — well, one
is coming up on Saturday 4" September. It is, of course, the Buntingford Classic
organised by the Chamber of Commerce and Town Centre Management teams.

One more bit of good news the Youth Club will receive £200.00 as a result of the
membership drive and Community Pride initiative. Come on Youth Club, recruit your mum
and dad, relatives and friends — it's your Club that will benefit.

Derek K Cooper, chairman

Check out our website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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What has Water got to do with Energy?

The short answer is... plenty! About 70% of global freshwater is used in agriculture — this
provides us with our food energy. Hydropower provides some 20% of global electricity.

On average each person in the UK uses 150 litres of water a day. According to
Waterwise, this rises to 3400 litres a day when you add the water used to produce the
goods we import. Moving this lot around takes energy.

We're lucky — we get rain in the UK, but as summer hosepipe bans imply, we should not
take water for granted. There are many easy ways to use less:

C Keep showers short — especially if you have a power - b/

shower
C Reuse water — bath water is fine for watering plants 5 |

C Have a water meter fitted — on average metered homes
use 15% less water

C Modify your toilet to give you a reduced or graduated flush
C Fix dripping taps

Also note that 30% of the average UK gas bill goes on heating water, so insulating your
hot water tank and using less hot water will save you money.

For further information, visit www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk/saving

Birchanger Arts Festival
Saturday 4 " Sept 10:30am & 5:00pm
—|Sunday 5 Sept 10:30am 3 4:30pm

large selection of paintings and drawings by
Artists from Herts/Essex/Cambs

f ) )
""\Q‘\ Demonstrations by local artists

Plus
rnip Prize 0 our alternative Turner Prize!
In the Village Hall, Birchanger

Entrance 50p, children under 14 free
Al so Photographic competiti

Light Refreshments Raffle




Free yourself

Liberro (UK) Ltd started two years ago in Emma and Simon Christou's conservatory in
Stevenage and has grown into a thriving business. The company was formed because
Simon wanted to stop smoking and he had tried various different methods over the
years including NRT, but nothing worked. Simon stumbled across electronic cigarettes
on ebay of all places and he thought that it sounded ideal and bought one. After
experiencing one himself, he was excited that it was so lifelike and felt just like the real
thing and thought it had got to go places! E-cigarettes have been around for nearly four
years and in that time have provided an alternative to normal cigarettes for thousands
of tobacco smokers. They include no tar, no ash, no smoke (vapour is odourless) and
no social exclusion. So, Simon bought a couple of starter kits to begin with and started
trading himself. After only three months, he asked Emma if she would resign from her
job and help him with this new company, as it had proven to be so popular. They now
have an industrial unit in Buntingford and employ local staff.

Emma and Simon, who have been married for 18 years, have two children who attend
schools in Buntingford and the family now live here. The main reason for the move in
the first place was that their eldest child who attended Edwinstree was unfortunately
involved in two school bus accidents (luckily no-one was seriously hurt). As parents,
they were obviously concerned with this and decided to move nearer to the
school. Their first job was to find a nursery for their youngest and then to find a unit to
run the business from. Luckily, the nursery and unit were found within weeks of each
other and then it was just a case to secure a property in Buntingford, which was done
almost straight afterwards. They commuted from Stevenage to Buntingford for the
school run and work for the next few months until the house came through. They
moved into their new residence July last year and have loved living here since. Both
Emma and Simon found it a little strange at first to find that people were so
friendly! They are not only from Stevenage but also St Albans, London and Kent
(Emma has also lived in Northern Ireland, Germany and Hong Kong) and they have
never lived in a village/market town before. So far they can safely say that they are
planning on settling here (although they will probably be moving around Buntingford to
satisfy their itchy feet!).

The company has expanded rapidly over the past two years and they are excited by all
the challenges and new ideas that they come up with on a regular basis. One of these
is a new line, which will be launched in the next two months.

A Charity Event held at the Bowls Club in Wyddial
Road on the 14" August 2010 raised the fantastic
sum of £1000 for the Herts & Essex Air
Ambulance Service. Our thanks go to all who
contributed to this worthwhile charity.

Bill Moules
Chairman Buntingford Bowls Club
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+ BritishRedCross

Sunday 12" September

ALSWICK HALL PLANT FAIR
Buntingford
(Michael and Annie Johnson)

Tudor House with five acres of landscaped gardens set in unspoilt
farmland. Two well established natural ponds with rockeries.
Herbaceous borders, shrubs and roses plus delightful knot garden and
extensive dahlia beds. A peaceful setting for an enjoyable afternoon.

Plant fair in tithe barn: diverse range of quality plants available from
various nurseries and specialist plant growers

Open 2pm 1 5pm Adults £3

Out of Buntingford on Hare Street Road (B1038) Alswick Hall is approximately a quarter of a mile on
RHS; postcode SG9 0AA

(\ é Wheelchai ?2’
) eelchair
Parking Access i Refreshments r Plant stall

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not

necessarily those of the editor.

BALFF

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun

Our course for this September is called 'Girdle Round the Earth', The Exploration and
Mapping of our Planet with tutor Peter White.

The course starts on Wednesday 29" September 2010, 10:30am at Seth Ward
Community Centre, Luynes Drive, Buntingford, with coffee served before we start.

This course is an illustrated study of the development of human understanding of the
surface geography of our planet by travellers, navigators and explorers from early times,
the growth of the art and science of map-making and the variety of motives that drove the
expansion of our knowledge over the centuries.

There will be no evening course this autumn.

If anyone would like any more information please phone Julia on 01763 272584 or Joan
on 01763 273341, or just come along on the 29" September and meet us all.

15
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“ UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD

MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460
MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am
September 5 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham
12 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie
19 Morning Worship Dr Janet Bottoms
26 Harvest Festival Rev Duncan Goldie
October 3 Morning Worship Mr John King

Christ Church picnic and walk will take place on Sunday 5" September from
12:30pm, at Balons Farm, Little Hormead, by kind invitation of Bill and Edith Stocks. The
event this year is in association with the Great Hormead Church Harvest picnic and the
Hare Street and Hormeads village show. There will be various stalls, Tombola, Children's
games, Bric-a-brac and a Bar, raising funds for St Nicholas Church Great Hormead.
Monies from the sale of produce from the show will be donated to Great Hormead village
Hall.

Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust will be holding their annual
Sponsored Bike'n Hike on Saturday 11" September when some 500 churches will be
open. Anyone can come and enjoy these beautiful buildings by visiting them between
10:00am and 6:00pm. The aim of the day is to raise money for the repair and
maintenance of our churches by getting sponsorship for cycling, running or walking to visit
churches in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. Sponsorship forms can be obtained from your
local church.

Churches Together in Aspenden, Buntingford & Westmill will be holding their Harvest
Lunch on Sunday 26™ September at the Benson Hall starting at 12:30pm.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve

ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father lan Dickie

HOLY MASSSs celebrated each:
Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm
Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham
Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

CONFESSIONSe each Saturday from 10:30af11.15am
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United Benefice of
St. Mary's & Aspenden
St. Peter's 8 Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin & Westmill
Church of England
Reverend lan Hill — Telephone 01763 274072
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches
St. Peter's in Buntingford has a more contemporary style
St. Mary's in Aspenden has a more traditional style

St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style
Everyone is welcome at any of the churches

Services for September 2010

Wed 1% 9:30am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)

Sun5™  9:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill  Holy Communion

10:00am St. Mary's — Aspenden Family Service
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford All Age Family Worship
6:00pm  St. Mary's — Aspenden United Benefice Service
Sun 12" 9:30am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion
3:00pm Nevett's Care Home Songs of Praise
Sun 19" 9:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Family Praise
Sun 26" 9:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill Morning Worship for Harvest
Festival
9:30am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion

The Church office is open Mon, Tue and Thurs mornings in St. Peter’s Church '
Administrator — Mrs Jenny Hill Tel: 01763 271552  email jenny.unitedbenefice@hotmail.co.uk |

Proceeds in aid of St Lawrence Church funds

Village Hall, Ardeley

Sunday 19" September
3:00pm - 5:30pm

Come and enjoy a perfect rural setting in our picturesque village of
Ardeley, Herts. Treat yourselves to a cream tea and homemade cakes
served in the village hall and then look round our beautiful 13" century
church.

17
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BUNTINGFORD SCOUT GROUP

be prepared « . Registered charity no 275294

Following Buntingford Scout Group's newspaper appeal for support for our new scout hut,
we were contacted by Julie Johnson of Budgens in Buntingford, who in conjunction with
Buntingford Cricket Club, arranged to host a charity cricket match in aid of the scout hut.

The event was on 4" July at Bowling Green Lane and was well supported by families and
friends of the cricket club, Budgens and the Scout Group, with excellent cricket teas
supplied by Julie.

Buntingford batted first and made a good
start, reaching 89 before Alex West was out
caught for a good 48. Buntingford then lost
two quick wickets to be 110-3. Ollie
Townsend then retired after scoring a fine 50.
Despite losing a further two cheap wickets,
Roni Ahmed scored a hard-hitting 30 runs at
the end to see Buntingford finish on 171-7.
Pick of the Budgens bowlers were Dave Mills
(56-2-18-2) and Mohammed Lugman (4-1-12-
2). In reply, Budgens lost two early wickets to be on 6-2. Lugman then came to the
crease and started to play some good shots to see them on to 58 before two further
wickets fell in quick succession. Kallum Ward then joined Lugman and together they
upped the run rate to see them on 106-4. With 10-overs remaining and 66 runs needed,
Budgens looked to be in with a good chance. However, after hitting a huge six, Lugman
went for another big shot and was out for hard hitting 73 to a very fine catch by Chris
Jordan just inside the boundary rope. When Ward was out caught for 19, the scoring
slowed down and despite the best efforts of the later batsman; Budgens were all out for
143, giving Buntingford victory by 28 runs.

. SC(;;[/ 777/\’(,7/)//
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The Buntingford Mayor, Mr Basra,
came along to give his support
and to say a few words at the tea
interval. After the game the
players and spectators retired to
the bar for refreshments.

A raffle was held and the outcome
on the day was that Budgens
raised a brilliant £170 for the scout
hut fund. Thank you to everyone
involved.

We are pleased that Budgens
have nominated the Scout Group
as their charity for the year and hope to organise many more events to support the new
HQ — watch out for these and please come along and support!

Jo McNamara
Group Scout Leader
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 g n
Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm citizens
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm advice

Wednesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm bureau
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

ESA and permitted work

Q. | have been on employment and support allowance for just over a year. | am
feeling a little better and would like to try and gradually return to work. | have been
told that I can work for a few hours and keep my ESA. However a friend has told
me that because my ESA is based on my National Insurance contributions
(because | worked for years), | will lose most of what | earn in reduced housing
benefit and council tax benefit. With the extra cost of getting to work | am worried |
could end up worse off working and would | really have been better off if | hadn't
paid contributions?

A. A recent change in the regulations means that anyone on incapacity benefit (IB) or
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) doing what is called 'permitted work' will now
be able to keep all the money they earn and all the money they get in benefits as long as
they stick to the rules and limits on permitted work.

The change irons out an injustice in the benefits regulations, which discriminated against
people like yourself who had worked before becoming too ill or disabled to do so. Under
the old rules, people on the means-tested sickness benefits could keep all their earnings
from 'permitted work' and all their benefit income, while those on the contribution-based
versions, but who had no more income or savings than those on the means tested
versions of these benefits, were up to £60 a week worse off, simply because in the past
they had worked and paid national insurance contributions.

The idea of 'permitted work' is to gradually allow people on IB or ESA to get back into
work mode. But there are strict rules about how long you can do this for, how many hours
you can work, and how much you can earn. You can earn £20 per week on an ongoing
basis. You can usually only earn more than this for a year but for that year you can earn
up to £93 per week. You must work less than 16 hours per week. You need to inform
DWP if you are doing permitted work, (and your local council if you get housing benefit
and/or council tax benefit), and it may lead to a reassessment of your work capability.

If, after a year, you start working more than 16 hours a week, you may be entitled to the
disability element of working tax credit. There is a lot of help available to help you get
back into work but it can be quite complex. Get free, confidential and independent advice
from your nearest Citizens Advice Bureau — go to www.adviceguide.ork.uk or phone
08448 489 700.
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Graham Smith
1934 - 2010

It was the end of an era when Graham Smith passed away on the 11" August. Most
people in Buntingford will remember the well-known landmark of Smith's Garage (now
the Co-op).

Graham was born in 1934 in the house in
Baldock Road where he lived all his life. His
parents were Wilfrid Smith and Elsie Geaves
and it was his father who started the
coaching business, running it from his
father's shop in the High Street. There were
initially two coaches of 20/26 seats and they
had regular excursions plus a regular Smiths
Hitchin service, which started in 1921. In
1944 they took over the garage premises
previously owned by Arthur Wilson, which
were quite small but had a big open yard,
part of which was used by the Fire Brigade
during the War. They moved in on VE Day
and it was ten-year-old Graham's job to push
a handcart down Baldock Road to bring
things for the garage.

Graham attended Miss Baker’s private school
at the northern end of the High Street,
opposite Mark Doel's butchers. When he was

\ nine he became a boarder at the Bishop's
Graham Smith Stortford College.

When he left school he went to work at the garage but spent two days a week at Hatfield
Technical College learning motor engineering, which took about four years. He then took
on the running of the garage and dealing with car repairs; he started as an Austin dealer
but then took on Fords. His parents ran the coaching side of the business and 'Smiths of
Buntingford' became a familiar and much loved part of Buntingford life. There were
weekly trips to Clacton and Walton.

Graham's interests outside of the garage included shooting and he belonged to the
Layston Masonic Lodge and also the Royston and Buntingford Young Farmers' Club,
being Club Leader at one time.

Graham met his wife Margaret at the petrol pumps of the garage when she asked for
directions. She had arrived in Buntingford by train from London and was visiting
D M Hodge in Buckland. Keith Hodge and Graham were in the Young Farmers' Club
together and so Graham drove Margaret to Buckland in a taxi. They married in 1958 and
had three children, Adrian, Deborah and Stewart. Adrian and Stewart both went into the
business with their father.
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When Graham's parents died he reverted back to running the coaches for about 20
years, as his sons were not interested in that side of the business. He sold the coach part
in 1994 and the site became far too big for him. He sold it to the Co-op in 1996.

Graham and his sons continued to trade from their home in Baldock Road, buying and
selling cars and running mini buses and coaches. Despite his health problems in recent
years and a knee operation, which made him less mobile, he was still able to organise
things in connection with the business and he had recently started driving again. Two
weeks before he died he purchased a 33-seater coach.

His sudden death came as a great shock to his family. Only two days before he had
attended the funeral of his brother-in-law in the Tharston Church where he married
Margaret. He enjoyed riding around the church in his electric wheelchair and meeting
everyone.

The family would like to thank the carers from the Health Centre and friends who came in
daily to help Graham, which enabled him to be fully independent again and to enjoy the
last few months of his life.

Val Hume

Have Your Say!

(Easty

Hce?tsfls)

&2 4 East Herts Local Development Framework
Shaping Now, Shaping the Future

Public Consultation:
September 2" to November 25", 2010

East Herts Council will soon be consulting on its first planning document in the new Local
Development Framework (LDF).

The Core Strategy document will set the vision and development strategy for the district
to 2031. Importantly, the Core Strategy will not deal with specific sites.

The consultation itself is called Issues and Options and is structured around 43
questions. It is a discussion document and is not the final plan. This is your chance to
have your say to shape the future of East Herts to 2031.

Every household in the district will receive a summary leaflet and questionnaire in
Autumn LINK Magazine but you can also comment on the full consultation document at
http://eastherts-consult.limehouse.co.uk or paper copies will be available to view at the
Council’'s Offices in Hertford and Bishop’s Stortford, and at public libraries and town
council offices.

For further information please visit the website at www.eastherts.gov.uk/issuesandoptions
or contact the Planning Policy Team on 01279 655261.
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WILKESTOCK

music festival

walkern/watton, hertfordshire
saturday 4th of september 2010

music starts llam

freecamping 20 hours of non-stop
freeparking live bands & djs

cheap bar

good food keswick mountain rescue
rodeo leukaemia research

www.wilkestock.com




Sandon School

The hidden local jewel

Have you discovered Sandon JMI School yet? We are a small rural primary school that
has so much to offer to Baldock's local children and parents. Our existing pupils and
parents know exactly why our school is a very special one, rapidly making the journey to
becoming outstanding.

Alongside a comprehensive and stimulating classroom curriculum, our school punches
above its weight in so many ways, none more so than in PE and sport. With only 80
pupils, the range of sports on offer to our pupils is exceptional. No opportunities are
missed and the level of achievement is at the highest level. The school was National
football champions in 2008 and played at Wembley and for the last four years we have
been in the National Lacrosse Finals. No school of our size does so well.

Musically, children can learn to play the piano, violin, flute, cornet, trumpet and recorder
and all our juniors play the trombone through the Wider Opportunities scheme, leading to
an annual Trombone concert and summer concert on our outdoor stage where the whole
school performs.

As a small village school, all our staff know all of our pupils very well and understand and
can address their learning needs to help them progress quickly.

We are proud to refer to 'The Sandon Way' as how well balanced and respectful our
children are, something that is regularly praised by other schools and the wider public
generally. This certainly helped in our recent world record breaking attempt when
70 children and parents camped out on the school field!

If you would like to come and see the school please give us a ring and the children will be
proud to show you around. We hope that you will be interested in finding out more and
joining us on our journey!

Mrs Margaret Gilbert i Headteacher

Sandon JMI School
Rushden Road, Sandon, Nr Buntingford, Herts SG9 0QS
Telephone: 01763 287238 Fax: 01763 287298
Email: admin@sandon.herts.sch.uk

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for

errors or omissions in this publication.




End of the Beginning
(Part 12)
Martin & Mandy

If 1 dig deep into my computer | find pieces of email | sent dated July 2007 enquiring
about St Bartholomew's. It took until February 2008 to agree a sale, subject to planning
permission being granted, and since the planning decision was published by
Hertfordshire Council at the end of July 2010, that makes three years, by my reckoning,
to get from passing interest to approved planning application and sale, the end of the
beginning.

Some number of weeks ago we submitted our plans to Hertfordshire Council planning
department and the clock started ticking. We were reasonably confident that all the
consultative bodies would approve of what we are doing — we had spent a large part of
the three years working and consulting with them to make sure that was the case. Oddly
enough Buntingford council is the one consultative body who can only make a
recommendation rather than outright reject the plans, but to Mandy and | this body is the
one that actually counts. Once we are finished we want to live in a place that accepts us
and supports what we have done. We have always found the people we talk to up at the
church to be very supportive and encouraging, which has kept us going. We turn up for
the Carnival — as we have done over the last three years, and check the council notice
board. The planning meeting is advertised there and we see that the normal half hour
meeting has been extended to a full hour, and there's only one item on the agenda, and
that's us! Gulp ... still — we've come a long way — can't stop now.

So the day of the Buntingford Planning meeting arrives and we enter the council chamber
for the second time. Various people arrive, all of whom we know are supportive of our
application, including some Friends of Layston, which is most reassuring, and eventually
there is a grand total of nine members of the public, but surprisingly, no members of the
press. The meeting starts and the minutes from the previous meeting are signed off then
we are straight into the main performance, one Councillor expresses an interest and
leaves the room. The chairman confirms that they had received no objections to the plans
we have submitted but they had received three emailed letters of support. He then asks if
any member of the public present has any objections they wish to air and deathly silence
falls upon the meeting. Another Councillor then stands up to speak and proposes a
motion to approve the plans; this was duly seconded, put to the vote and carried
unanimously. A gent from the Civic Society asked to speak, and complemented us on our
archaeological research and encouraged us to continue. The question "Any other
business?" was asked and when there was no reply the meeting was closed — all in under
eight minutes!!

For us this marks a clear stage in the whole process, the end of the beginning. Ahead of
us are certainly a number of years work to restore St Bartholomew's to its former beauty
and | know this will involve many different skilled craftsman and professionals as they
uncover it’s history and help us provide a new and sustainable future for the building.

In the meantime we plan to run another open day for anybody who's not yet had a chance

to see either the plans or the inside of the Chancel, or anyone who just wants to do a
repeat visit! This will be on Sunday 26" September between 11am and 3pm.
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One odd thing that happened recently as a result of the website we have been running
was a random piece of email from an antiques dealer in South London. He had come
across an unsigned watercolour of 'Laiston Church' dated July 24" 1863.

i PGS

see the full color image at www.layston-church.org.uk/picture
It came with another pencil drawing of Eastwick Church dated 1853 that was signed by
'Rantwell' or possibly ‘Kantwell'... If anybody recognises the picture, the name, or has any
further knowledge about the artist, then we would love to hear about it from them.

What comes next? The next tangible thing that will happen is the church will be cloaked
in scaffold and a security fence placed around it. This will not be pretty I'm afraid, but the
site is a target for after-dark visitors and vandals still, and for us to complete the
restoration assessment we need to be able to clamber over the outside of the building,
which means we have to secure the site to prevent accidents — the 'Health & Safety’
officers would have a fit otherwise! We also need to produce a historic building survey, a
nature survey and some confirmation of the structural state of the building in order to
satisfy the planning conditions before the real work can start. In the course of all this we
expect to uncover yet more history, having said that, Nelson is going to be hard to top,
but watch this space for updates.

Up to now our open days have been in the chancel, during the restoration process we
hope to be able to continue with open days in other areas as the work progresses,
allowing people to see what's happening and keep you all informed as we uncover more
of what looks likely to be the interesting past of the church at Layston.

For more history and information related to St Bartholomew's visit
www.layston-church.org.uk
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BUNTINGFORD COUGARS

Youth Foothall Club

Buntingford Cougars got its start in 1971. It was, and still is, managed by local parents.
We have over 250 local boys and girls playing in Buntingford from the ages of 6 to 16.
Some of those early players are now managers themselves. The club enjoys solid links
with local schools and the community as a whole. The club's first pitches were at London
Road and are still used by the Cougars today. Many local businesses are loyal Cougar
sponsors. And as the club has grown, so has the enthusiasm of the surrounding
communities.

Read about the history of Cougars in our web site www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk , "The
first 25 years" as written by Eric Addicott, (president of Buntingford Cougars) which was
published in the Buntingford Journal in Sept 1996 on the Clubs 25" anniversary. Also
take a look at a team photo dating back to 1972.

As always without the help and support of our committee there would be no Club. Some
of our committee members are coaches and managers, while others help with
administration and keeping the club's finances in order. Whatever your talents and skills,
there's a place for you on the committee. It's a great way to meet other parents and trade
information on schools, clubs and events. And rest assured, we keep meetings short and
focused. It's our goal to decide what needs to be done and to do it. If you'd like to join,
please contact us or attend a monthly meeting usually on the first Monday of every month
from 7:30pm at The Bury.

NEW VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
With a few long serving members due to step down this year we are now looking for
replacement volunteers for the following positions on the committee.

9 Fixtures Secretary

I Events Organiser

9  Admin Assistant

So if you think you could give a few hours of your time every month, please come along
to our next meeting on ???? at 7:30pm at the Bury where you can meet our friendly
Committee and will be guaranteed a warm welcome!

If you would like your child to come and play, have fun, meet new friends, now is the time
to join, with the season just starting, most teams are still looking to get new players.

For further information about the club why not look at our new website
www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk

Contact details are on the web site or phone 07786 933963.

Dave Voller
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Saturday 2™ & Sunday 3™ October

A weekend of fun and entertainment
in the beautiful village of Furneux Pelham

Live music in the church E Country store
Floral displays and Photographic competition
Craft stalls E Classic cars E Art exhibition
Football tournament E Dog show E Scarecrow
competition
BBQ E Beer tent E Live music E Tombola
Pony and carriage rides

i1t Dramatic Societ \

‘A Tomb with a View’

Once again, we wish to thank our wonderful audiences
and all who helped to make our pantomime so
successfuland enjoyable.
also
Special thanks go to ‘Kirkham’s newsagent
for their kind support as our box office.

For details about future performances, watch for the
posters and visit www.buntingforddrama.org
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Summer Holidays

I hope that everyone has had an awesome blissful six weeks
GNKHC@X VGDSGDQ XNT»UD RS@XDC

In the first week of the holidays | travelled up to Norfolk to stay with my Nan and
Grandad, it was also around the time of both their birthdays so there was a barbeque
on the Saturday and also a surprise party for my Grandad at his workplace. He hadn't
expected a thing and it was special to him, especially when he was given a massive
box, containing smaller and smaller boxes and then some presents in the smallest box
that was there.

After that I've had days out to London, which have included; The Blitz Museum,
National Art Gallery (which is a big interest for me), shopping with my best friend and
visiting London Zoo in Regent Park.

We also spent a week in Butlins, which included a very relaxing spa and late night
entertainment for all ages. There was definitely something for everyone there.

Over the summer holidays I've recently been
united with my friend who lives in Florida in
"LDQHB@ NUDQ E@BDANNJ

how | can talk to somebody who is about 5000
miles away from me just by clicking something
on the computer. Also it will be an easier wa
for his relative over in England who we are ve|
good friends with to contact him apart from
phoning him which will cost a lot, when it is free™
over MSN. Amazing how technology can also
bring you closer to people then further apart.
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Spectacular SchoolRush September

As | go into year 10 at Freman College | was thinking how | felt only just one year ago
when starting Freman College. It doesn't seem a year that I've been at Freman as |

feel like I've settled very quickly into Freman with all the different ways of studying and
of course starting my GCSEs.

| also remember my first day at Layston First School and Edwinstree Middle School!
On my first day of Layston, | was up at half past five that morning already dressed as |
had laid out my clothes already and was all ready to go, however school didn't start till
nine there. My Mum put my hair into bunches and put the school colours (green and
white) ribbons tied round my bunches. Then on my very last day of Layston, for my
Mum, | had the same hairstyle.

SoGood Luckio everyone who is starting their new year at school!

Natasha Morrison
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BUNTINGFORD W.I.

Well we did not win a Cup in the Carnival this year but we had such fun getting our oulffits
ready and taking part in the procession. For those of you who did not realise the
significance of the Welsh National Dress, the first Women's Institute started up in Wales
in 1915.

The speaker at our July meeting was Sonia Waterton talking about 'Housekeeping in the
Dark'. Sonia became totally blind at the age of 39 after contracting tubercular meningitis
and she also has balance problems. When she went back home after a six-month stay in
hospital, her husband helped her in and carefully placed her in a chair. She thought to
herself: What am | going to do now? She decided then and there that what she was not
going to was sit in the chair for the rest of her life. She wanted to find out how much she
could do.

Her hands became her eyes and she was able to tackle things like washing up and
cooking, with the help of her ingenuity and various gadgets. She has a machine that
helps her to identify the contents of tinned food by making talking labels, which she
attaches to each tin by means of the red rubber bands, which are helpfully supplied by
the postmen! She also showed us her miniature computer called Braille & Speak on
which she can tap out a shopping list in Braille and it is turned into a printed list, which
her husband can take to the shops.

Sonia's talk was entertaining and funny and we were so impressed by her courage and
cheerfulness.

In August we held a Summer Supper, which was organised by two of our members. We
enjoyed a two-course meal and entertainment was provided by Buntingford Dramatic
Society. They performed three hilarious sketches from their Variety Show, one of which
included a very appropriate 'Calendar Girls' sketch.

At our meeting in September we will welcome back Martin Copping who will be talking
about St Paul's. This will be on Thursday 9" September at the United Reformed Church
Hall at 7:45pm. Visitors are always welcome.

Val Hume

Janet's Watercolour Painting Classes

6-week course for beginners
Mondaysd starting 13th September to 18h October

10:00am d 12:00pm

£55 for the course
All materials provided

Japanese Garden
Cottered
Nr Buntingford, SG9 9PZ

Places limited. Telephone Janet Westerman 01763 281316 (evenings)
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BUNTINGFORD ToOwN FC
www.buntingfordtownfc.com

At the time of writing there are just four days until the new season commences; by the
time you receive your copy of the Buntingford Journal we will already have a few games
under our belt!

As usual, pre-season has been busy and we have lost some players and gained others.
Overall | believe that all three sides will emerge from the summer stronger and more
competitive. We have welcomed a few familiar faces back to the club, plus a few new
ones, and things are looking good. We have had excellent attendance at training and
everyone seems to be champing at the bit.

Unfortunately one departure was that of Darren Fitzgerald, a member of our management
team, who has now stepped down from his position. Darren is chairman of the
Buntingford Cougars and also manages the Cougars' U16 side; with regret he decided
that in order to give those two positions the commitment they deserved he would have to
leave us. | can fully understand his reasons for going and would like to thank him for his
help last season — he has indicated that he would like to return at some point in the future
and, for the record, the club would welcome him back. Last season's First Team captain,
Kevin Scales, has now stepped in to assist manager Barry Tokely.

Another loss, but only at managerial level, is that of James Neal who helped out with the
Veterans last season. James will still be a player so we will still be seeing plenty of him.
Thanks are due again to James for last season. A big ‘thank you’ also goes to Robin
Clark who has helped us out immensely by arranging all of the Vets fixtures for the
forthcoming campaign.

On the pitch we already know who we will be facing in this season's Herts FA County
Cups. In the Intermediate Cup, the First Team will be at home to Sarratt Reserves (2™
October), and the Reserves will have an away fixture at Ware Lions Old Boys in the
Junior Cup (9" October). In the Herts FA Veterans Cup, Town have a home fixture
against Mangrove (24" October). All three of these matches are winnable — it would be
great to see us progress in these competitions.

But first there is the small matter of our league fixtures. Hopefully we will get off to a good
start; it is so important to start well, both in terms of league competitiveness and also
because it builds confidence within the squad. Pre-season performances have been
encouraging and | fully expect us to hit the ground running.

Off the pitch we will continue to raise funds for the club and this year's Firework Display
will be on Sunday 315 October, which incidentally is Halloween, so we hope to throw in
some additional entertainment this year. The display will be managed by ‘Pyro1’ fireworks
and pyrotechnics (www.pyro1.co.uk). They have promised to synchronise the display to
music for us — so that will be something different to look forward to...

As you may know we are a 'pay to play' club, and raising additional funds helps us keep

subscription fees down for our members; | am pleased to report that thanks to the efforts
of the past 12 months this season's match fees remain the same as last's.
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Forthcoming Fixtures (see www.buntingfordtownfc.com for the latest fixtures and
results)

Date Fixture

Sat 4™ September | First Team v 8 Bells Old Hatfield, (away)
Reserves v Bushey Rangers Res. (home)

Sun 5" September | Vets v Little Morden Vets (home)

Sat 11™ September | First Team v Bedmond Sports & Social Club (home)

The season is upon us. | can't wait!

Chris Thurgill — chairman, Buntingford Town FC

;
‘ MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support
Officer Amanda Higham or you just want to say hello, she will be at the specified venues

as listed below. (Times are subject to change at short notice)
Telephone 0845 33 00 222

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue:

Amanda Wed 1% 1:30pm — 2:00pm Outside Church, Wyddial

Amanda Wed 8" 3:00pm — 3:30pm Outside Village Hall, Meesden

Amanda Wed 8" 3:30pm — 4:00pm Outside Village Hall, Brent Pelham

Amanda Wed 15" [ 10:00am — 10:30am [ Little Hormead Village

Amanda Wed 22™ 1:30pm — 2:15pm Outside Church, Great Hormead

Amanda Wed 29" 6:30pm — 7:15pm Recreation ground, Braughing
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What's behind the artist's studio door?

Come in and see!

a | ocal ar

Hertfordshire, UK, August 2010 — Hertfordshire Visual
Arts Forum (HVAF) once again brings you a unique
celebration of visual arts and crafts from across
Hertfordshire. With a total of 195 participating artists
and art groups, this year's Open Studios is set to be
even bigger and better than last year!

For 23 days from Saturday 11" September until Sunday
3™ October, members of HVAF will be inviting members
of the public to step into their fascinating, creative world,
seldom seen by the public!

And right here on our door-step we have an array of
HVAF members inviting you to come along and enjoy
their studios and their works of art, so why not take up
the trail and see what lurks behind the studio doors?

On Sunday September 19" why not follow our local
Herts Open Studios Trail? The following artists are
numbered and can be found on the map on the next
page.

trail é

Harriett James at work

Artists & Medium Location Opening
times

Harriet James — ceramics & 100 High Street, Buntingford, 11am—4pm

Helen Curtis — kiln-formed glass SG9 9AJ

Marian Murphy — textiles 76 High Street, Barkway, 10am—4pm
SG8 8EF

Susan Sanders — mixed media 2D, painting, Norton Davey, Burrs Lane, 10am—4pm

photography Barkway SG8 8EP

Suzanne Crouchman — computer graphics Campions, Crossways, Barley, | 10am—-5pm
SG8 8AQ

Katherine Edwards — drawing, glass painting Burloes Farm Studios, 10am—-6pm

Jane Edwards — glass

Marc-Henri Glendening — painting

Mark Humphrey — sculpture

Christine Watson — illustration, mixed media

3D, painting

Sheena Middle mass — mixed media 2D,
photography

Liz Burnett — painting, printmaking

Eva Lahti — drawing, mixed media 2D,
painting

MJ Bouchier — drawing, painting

Royston, SG8 9NE

Other HVAF artists will also be open at other times during the event so if you are unable
to make the trail on the 19" we recommend you check out the brochure which is available
now from local libraries, tourist information centres, cafes, and local shops. Or you can
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check out the brochure online at http://
www.hvaf.org.uk/open-studios/Open-
Studios-2010. If you can't find a
Royston brochure please call the Open Studios
Coordinator tel. 07813 100651 and she
will be happy to send you a copy.
Ao "Open Studios is a wonderful way to
learn more about the artists and their
skills. There are some new exhibitors
this year, as well as our regular
Barkway contributors with exciting new works to
show. It promises to be another
- stimulating event in the County's
artistic calendar." Comments Linda
Warminger, Herts OS Coordinator.

Buntingford

Organised by the Hertfordshire Visual
Arts Forum the Open Studios

A120 | programme has been running since
1991 and last year attracted some
13,500 visits across the county.

Not to scale

It is an opportunity for everyone interested in
visual arts to meet artists, talk to them about
their work, see demonstrations taking place
and have the opportunity to buy works direct
from the artist. There is no obligation to buy
anything and entry is free.

For further information please go to
www.hvaf.org.uk

Helen Curtis at work

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE - BASRAS SUPERMARKET - CO-OP SUPERMARKET
COUNTRY FLOWERS - DELISSIMO - FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION - KIRKHAMS - MARK DOEL
PEARCE'S FARM SHOP - PIGGOTTS - QUILLER BOOKS - WESTMILL TEA ROOM
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A CUINIelZe]: 3] The summer has been quite busy with the Art Group
ISR TIIEYNE  visiting both the Gibberd Gardens and Henry Moore
studios. A small group spent a pleasant afternoon

reliving their schooldays at the Museum of the School and seeing how 300 children used
to be taught by one master.

Our next speaker will be Mark Davis on 'How the Potato Shaped History', on September
13" at the Community Centre, doors open 2pm. Our next outing is to the Olympic Sites
on October 19", and this trip is now full with a waiting list. There is still space on the
London Museums and Lights outing on 9" December.

We need some more leaders, could you help? Do you like walking? Do you enjoy music?
Can you speak French, Spanish or ltalian? Can you spare a couple of hours once a
month to share your interest with others? Be brave, it's not that hard, you will get help
and support. We are very pleased to announce that the Multi Sports Group started by
Active East Herts will continue as a U3A group from October. We would like to thank
Active East Herts for their help and support and funding of both the Multi Sports Group
and the Table Tennis Group.

Any queries please phone Jean Devenish 01763 271783

First Thursday 10am
Contact Linda Hood
Group now has a waiting list

Walking Group (2hours plus)
01763 272020

10:00am — 12:00pm
Local Footpaths

Yogic Breathing
Every Monday

Exercise suitable for all
Phone Jean Devenish 271783

10:00am — 11:00pm
Various homes

Wed 13™ Oct 10 — 12
Contact Colin Gibbons

Family History
01763 271398 (group session)

Finding Information to
share with family/friends,

Last Tues 28™ Sept
Contact Mick Westwood

Strollers Group 1 (Gentle stroll)
01763 272594

TBA

4th Wednesday 22™ Sept
Contact Evelyn Smith

Walkers Group 2 (1hour plus)
01763 272241

10:30am
Group now has waiting list

3 Thursday 16™ Sept

Coffee & Chat

Phone for details

Contact Gill Southgate 01763 271892 2:00pm — 4:00pm
4™ Thursday 23" Sept Computers (all levels) 2:00pm — 4:00pm
Contact Alan Rumble 01920 823608 Seth Ward C Centre

Please phone first

Venue & date may change

2™ Friday & 10™ Sept

Digital photography

2:00pm — 4:00pm

Contact David Smith 01763 849023 URCH
2™ & 4™ Tuesdays (phone first) | Singing for Pleasure 2:00pm — 4:00pm
Contact Christine Jeffries 01763 273466 59 High Street

Every Tuesday Bridge for Beginners — Tutored 10:00am — 12:00pm
Contact Alan Smith 01763 287657 Various homes

Various Social Outings 5™ Sept Beating the Retreat
Contact Evelyn Smith 01763 272241 26™ Sept Sheringham
Mondays Multi Activity Group 10:00am — 12:00pm
Contact Dave Austin 01763 272066 Seth Ward C Centre

3% Wed 15™ Sept Reading Group 2:00pm

Contact Anne Austin 01763 272066 Various houses

27™ Sept 2pm Art Group Visit to Lieselotte Farnham
Contact Linda Grace 01920 438220 Home & studio Braughing
Every Wednesday Table Tennis 2:00pm — 3:00pm

Contact Dave Austin 01763 272066 Seth Ward C Centre
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A five-mile walk through historic Cambridge at 9:30am on Jesus Green and the route goes
through a number of colleges, often into areas not normally accessible to the public. This year
there will also be the chance to explore the Scott Polar Museum and the Cambridge Union
Building. There are tourist guides on hand to talk about the colleges and the other places of
interest that you find.

Charity Walk i Sunday 12" September 2010

It's not a race, and for young people aged 16 and under, entrance is free (although they will
need to be accompanied by an adult and if they register early, the cost will be just £10.00 for
each adult. We also ask that you help us raise as much money as your can, through
sponsorship or donations. There are fantastic prizes for the highest fund raiser, either as an
individual or as a team.

For more information, go to our website, www.bridgethegapwalk.org or phone 01223 723115,
and watch out for on-line registration — available soon.

A quick summary of the charities that you will be helping:

The Arthur Rank Hospice charity supports patients and their families at Arthur Rank House
and in the community. They need to raise over £1 million pounds each year to fund Day
Therapy and Hospice at Home nurses.

Press Relief was founded in 2003. It uses the influence of the Cambridge News and other
publications within the newspaper group to raise cash for local organisations and individuals in
need. So far it has raised over £400,000, which it has given to a whole range of groups and
individuals in the Cambridge area.

We look forward to seeing you on 12" September.

The Bridge the Gap Charity Walk Team on behalf of our Partners
(University of Cambridge, Cambridge News, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge Rotary Club)

PS: Following the walk, why not write an article on what you did, draw a picture of something that
you discovered or take/make a photo or video presentation. We would love to see them and with
your permission they could go on our website!

Friends of Orchard Surgery

Annual Craft Fair
Saturday 13 November 2010 10:00azn3:00pm

Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford

Crafts~ Bric-a-Brac~ Cakes~ Refreshments
Tombola~ Face painting~ Raffle
We are also supporting the children's hospicegCambridge EACH
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|8.Wﬂ SCle n Ce | am Wes of Lawnscience in Welwyn and have offered to

do this column due to the current weather conditions

that are hitting lawns severely. Firstly the Met Office is
predicting parts of England will be at risk of drought this summer due to the unusually dry
start to the year.

Dry Patch can occur in lawns after prolonged dry periods, similar to those predicted for
this summer. When Dry Patch occurs, the soil in the lawn becomes coated in a waxy
substance causing it to become water repellent. Once this occurs and the soil becomes
hydrophobic, it is very difficult to re-hydrate even after substantial rainfall. It is far better to
prevent Dry Patch than treat it. A wetting agent can be applied which will aid water
penetration into the soil profile, reducing surface run off in high spots and prevent
puddling in low spots. It also reduces the amount of irrigation or watering needed to
maintain the health of the lawn during dry periods.

Cutting your grass to the correct length is vital, the grass plant is designed to have a long
leaf (1.5 ¢ 2 inches) and a longer leaf is a healthier leaf. Leaving the leaves longer means
more energy is taken in from sunlight meaning stronger grass and roots battling against
the drought.

The previous wet and current warm weather is creating perfect conditions for the fungal
disease Red Thread to infect lawns. The disease is especially severe on slow-growing
turf. The first noticeable symptoms are reddish patches of grass. When infected leaf
blades, they are often interspersed with healthy unaffected leaf blades giving the grass a
ragged appearance. In severe cases, most leaf blades may be killed and diseased grass
looks scorched or yellowed in irregularly shaped or circular patches from 5 to 50 cm in
diameter. The patches may be widely scattered or, if close together, may coalesce into
larger spots, any signs of Red Thread should be sprayed with the relevant fungicide to
prevent further spreading.

For more information on any of the subjects or for any other questions you may
have please do not hesitate to contact me on 01707329080 or email me
wes@lawnscience.co.uk

Buntingford Day Centre

with Age Concern and Alzheimer's Societ y

Coffee / Information Mornin
Monday 20" September
10:30am to 11:30am
White Hart Close

Py
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© Buntingford Swimming Club
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The Club has seen its usual busy year with some creditable performances in both Herts
Peanuts and Major Leagues, local galas and other events.

The season began very well with our Annual Club Championships last autumn returning
no less than 18 championship best times, not only demonstrating the steadily improving
standard from within our ranks but also showing the return on our investment of the
second weekly training session we introduced two years ago.

Competing against other clubs who have the advantage of access to considerably greater
pool time than us made for tough competition in this seasons Herts Major League.
Despite our lack of strength in depth within the ranks of our older membership, our
swimmers once again did us proud in returning creditable performances in both
galas. However, our best efforts were not sufficient to keep us 'afloat' in the second
division and next year will see our return to division 3. Our younger swimmers also
discharged themselves well with super performances in all three rounds of this seasons
Peanuts League but again our best efforts were not enough to maintain our place in
Division 2 and we will be swimming against Division 3 swimmers in the coming
season. Our members also took part in a host of other galas in and around the county
with special mention of our regular participation in a friendly hosted by Letchworth last
month at the open-air pool. One of the few 50m pools in the area, there can be few better
ways to spend a warm summers evening than in a parkland setting, watching some great
competition in the pool.

The start of 2010 saw our second Aquathlon, attracting a small but enthusiastic group of
competitors drawn from a number of local clubs, all keen to show how good they were at
combining their swimming and running. For the fifth year, we staged our annual Triathlon
in the summer sunshine, attracting a large entry from numerous local clubs. The weather
was again kind to us aiding some super competitor performances along with fine viewing
conditions.

Our Swim21 accreditation and Club mark status was again maintained with a major push
to bring the club's policies, procedures and day-to-day running into line with the exacting
standards expected of the Amateur Swimming Association and Sport England. In doing
so, we have placed the clubs adult session on a more formal footing with the official
formation of a Masters section. Of course a club of our nature would not be possible
without the dedication and support of the many individuals who voluntarily give of their
time to ensure the smooth day to day running the club. Our poolside staff are all fully
qualified to ASA standards and this year has seen a significant milestone in that three of
our members have been awarded their ASA Level 2 teaching certificates, doubling the
number of poolside staff that we have that are qualified to run training sessions.

This year has also seen a major investment in club equipment in that we have replaced
our lane ropes to bring them up to the modern anti-wave standard that competitors have
come to expect at all swimming galas. Our investment of more than £3500 was a heavy
burden on club funds but their quality positions us well for coming years.

If anyone is interested in joining the club (children and adults alike) you can find more
details at the clubs website (http://www.buntingfordsc/.co.uk) or contact one of the
committee at info@buntingfordsc.co.uk

Steve Coote
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Isabel Hospice M

Local Care for Local People since 1982

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Thurday 9" September i Annual Meeting — 7:30pm
The Isabel Hospice Annual Meeting will take place at Van Hage Garden Centre.

Tuesday 14" September i Coffee Morning for Isabel Hospice — 10:30am — 12:00pm
You are welcome to attend our fundraising coffee mornings, held the second Tuesday of
the month at Markwell Pavilion in Bishop's Stortford. Enquiries telephone 01279 755320.

Saturday 18" September i Jumble Sale i Thundridge — 2:30pm — 4:30pm
Thundridge Village Hall. 20p entry. Come and grab some bargains. Contact 01920
462992 for more details.

Sunday 19" September 10" Anniversary Chain Walk — 10:00am — 3:00pm

2010 marks the 10" Anniversary of the Isabel Hospice Chain Walk. This year there are
two new walks added to the already 17 strong walks, which form a chain around the area
in which we care for people. Each lead walk is circular with a break at a pub for lunch.
Walks are between 8 and 12 miles in distance. A new shorter route will start at the
Crooked Chimney in Lemsford. Unlike the other routes lunch will be at the end of the
walk. Distance — approx 3.5 miles. For more information, please call Maria Alexander on
01707 382500

Sunday 3™ October i Open Gardens Bromley Hall Standon — 2:00pm — 5:30pm

Open as part of the National Garden Scheme. Please come along and support Isabel
Hospice by visiting these beautiful gardens. Mature 4'%-acre garden surrounding C16
farmhouse (not open). It is both an architectural and a plantsman's garden with an
immaculate kitchen garden. Location: 6m west of Bishop's Stortford, on Standon to Much
Hadham Road. SG11 1NY. contact Renee Friend 01279 755320.

Tuesday 12" OctoberCoffee Morning for Isabel Hospice — 10:30am — 12noon
You are welcome to attend our fundraising coffee mornings, held the second Tuesday of
the month at Markwell Pavilion in Bishop's Stortford. Enquiries telephone 01279 755320.

Isabel Hospice website www.isabelhospice.org.uk

From the Dixon Place residents

We would like to say 'thank you' to everybody who came to the Tombola stall at
the Carnival on 19" June.

A special 'thank you' to the shops in Buntingford who donated prizes and
donations for us on the day. All proceeds went to Help for Heroes and we raised
the sum of £379.81.

Jeanne Clark
Secretary Dixon Place Residents Social Committee
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL

ith the summer holidays in full swing and the new term nearly upon us it's good

to look back at the fun events of the last weeks of the summer term when the

sun was shining!
Year 4 had a wonderful time at Hudnall Park — the
much anticipated residential trip which is the
highlight of Year 4s year at Layston. They
enjoyed a river study, a night walk and a variety of
team building activities. They quickly learnt that to
move these 'skis' they needed to work together!

They continued their 'team work' theme into their
Leavers' Assembly at St Peter's Church. The
whole school and Year 4 parents enjoyed a
celebration with song and dance.

There was also much excitement about and
preparation for our 'Layston's Got Talent' event.
Children from across the school sang, danced
and showed their special abilities from piano
playing to a karate demonstration.

We are very grateful to everyone who offers their
time to help the children of Layston School. We
said a big 'thank you' with a cream tea party on
the field.

Over the holiday our pond has been dug
and lined and the new fence erected. It is [
nearly ready to be filled with water and
water plants. It will be a very exciting start
to the new term. We are also looking
forward to further developing music at
Layston. Year 3 will begin learning to play
the fife in September.

If you would like to find out more about our school, please look at our website at
www.layston.herts.sch.uk or contact us on 01763 271235 to arrange a visit.

Gill Langley — headteacher
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Saturday 2" OCTOBER 2

2010
Doors open 7.30pm for 8.00pm start

at
Layston First School, The Causeway, Buntingford
£8 a ticket
(e Y Including Ploughman's supper /¢35
Maximum 8 persons a team

*Prize for each member of the winning team *

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,

please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040
or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com

Beans

We planted beans from packet new... in two large pots plus a small one too.
We watered and waited, until one day... some tiny shoots had come to stay.
These beanstalks grew and wound... up climbing posts, away from the ground.
In no time at all — well, a few weeks you see,
we had flowers galore... but no sign of a bee.

But patience is a virtue and sure enough,
along came the little chaps with their bottoms of fluff!!! ~_ %/
They tended each flower like little striped nurses, Y
and put all the pollen in their bag leg purses. = 3

So one day we all cried, "We have babies",
no more waiting, or if's or maybes.

And the beans grew longer... and bigger and stronger. l’
They hung 'mongst the leaves like baubles on a tree,
showing off in green so that we could see.
So lamb is on the menu, new potatoes too,
For you 1% runner harvest, nothing else will do!!!!

Teresa Bonner
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get more out of walking with the Ramblers
Royston and District Group
Walks for September

Thursday 2"  Morning walk Fowlmere — 5/%.miles. Leader Liz 01763 263107

Sunday 5" Chipping, Wyddial, Buckland figure of eight — 6 + 4 miles. (No food at
pub) Leader David 01763 242677. This is one of a series of baton
walks throughout the country to celebrate 75 years of the Ramblers.

Tuesday 7" Morning walk Harlton = 5% miles. Leader lan 01223 872243

Sunday 12" Streatley, Galley Hill, Sharpenhoe Clappers, Sundon Hills figure of
eight walk = 5 miles + 6 miles. Leaders Roger & Linda 01763 261405

Thursday 16"  Morning walk The Pelhams — 5% miles. Leader Hazel 01763 848349

Sunday 19" Nortonbury, Caldecote, Ashwell, Bygrave — 12%; miles. Leader Mike
01462 491032

Tuesday 21° Morning walk Wadesmill — 6 miles. Leader Edward 01438 226590
Sunday 26" Much Hadham — 14 miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038
Thursday 30"  Morning walk Standon — 5% miles. Leader Tricia 01438 880553

SUNDAY %'SEPTEMBER 2010

One of the Ramblers' 75 ™ Anniversary "Baton" walks being held
throughout the country.

.\/\i\
The Royston and District Group invite you to join them for a
walk

Meet Royston Town Hall car park 9.30am
or

The Countryman Public House at Chipping 9.45am or 1pm
(Chipping is 1% miles north of Buntingford on the A10)

There will be modest refreshments during the morning walk.
Food is not available at the public house so please bring your lunch with you.

In the morning there's a 6-mile walk on country paths with wide views over the
surrounding countryside. In the afternoon there's a 4-mile walk also on country paths
and with good views.

You are welcome to join for either or both walks.

Accompanied children and well-behaved dogs are welcome.
Boots are recommended as paths are sometimes rough.
You do not have to be a member of th
Non-members will have the opportunity to join with a 20% discount.
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BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able
Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for September 2010

Thurs 1%
Thurs 8"
Fri 9"
Tues 13"
Thurs 15"
Fri16™

Tues 20™

Thurs 22™
Mon 26"
Thurs 29"

9:30am — 12ish
9:30am — 12ish
10:30am — 2:30pm
10:30am — 2:30pm
9:30am - 12ish
10:30am — 3:00pm

10:30am — 3:00pm

9:30am — 12ish
10:30am — 2:30pm
9:30am — 12ish

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre
Letchworth — drop off at Morrisons
Hitchin — Market Day

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford

Brookfield Centre — Boots, M&S, Argos,
Next, Tesco etc.

Welwyn Garden City — John Lewis, M&S,
Debenhams, WHSmith, Boots etc.

Bishop's Stortford Town Centre
Van Hage Garden Centre

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford

Bus £4
Bus £4
Bus £5
Bus £5.50
Bus £4
Bus £6

Bus £6

Bus £4
Bus £5
Bus £4

October 2010

Thurs 5" | 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town Centre Bus £4

To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708

Coffee | Cakes| Rafflel Marmalade




Gardening Year i September

Recent mild autumns have lengthened the gardening season, so keep the summer
garden going for as long as possible. Hopefully those summer borders will give you
another month or more of colour. For those of you who keep in touch please note my new
email address.
General

9 Keep deadheading, watering and weeding where necessary.

9 Remove summer bedding that is past its best.

9 Ideal month to rejuvenate worn lawns.

Vegetables
9 If warm you can leave tomatoes on the plant to ripen until frosts are forecast. Then
bring them indoors to ripen off.
9 Lift main crop carrots and harvest runner beans, spring onions, marrows,
courgettes, potatoes, onions, cauliflower, cabbage and corn on the cob.
Trees and Shrubs
9 Plant new conifers and clip conifer, beech and yew hedges.
9 Now is the time to plant hardy perennials such as foxgloves.
I Dead-head roses.

Lawns
9 Keep mowing lawns regularly as weather allows.
9 Spike to improve drainage and rake out dead matter and moss.
9 Repair bare patches with seed and sow new lawns towards end of month.
9 Feed lawns with an autumn lawn feed.

Flowers & Patio Pots
9 Keep deadheading and watering.
9 Plant spring bulbs in containers.
9 Stop feeding permanent plants growing in containers so they can start their autumn/
winter ‘rest’ period.
Ponds

9 Fish need to build up their reserves for the winter so continue to feed until the cold
weather starts and water temperatures drop.

9 To avoid fouling the water remove yellowing or decomposing water plants.
9 Pull out blanket weed but go easy on thinning out oxygenating weed as its growth
will soon stop and you need it during the winter.
Top Tips
9 Buy bare root roses as they are cheaper than pot grown.

9 If you are going to buy spring-flowering bulbs do it now to make sure you get the
best choice.

1 Get the compost going. Autumn clearing generates ideal composting material.

Brian Lemay
brianlemay@btinternet.com
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A failure to comply with the rules of natural justice i
The story of Fairfield residents

| guess most people in Buntingford are familiar with the Barratt Development in London
Road — what you may not be aware of is the impact on the residents of Fairfield that back
on to the development.

In my case | have lived in Fairfield for 25 years and enjoyed the amenity, privacy and
security of having open paddock land to the rear of my property. In 1995 when St Francis
Close was developed, East Herts Planning (EHP) directed that trees be given Tree
Preservation orders and native whip foliage be planted to ensure that our amenity,
privacy and security was maintained and it was.

Somehow in 2007 the land was changed from "Rural" to "Housing", although | don't recall
our views being sought?

In July 2009 the residents of Fairfield received a Barratt communication of a proposed
plan to develop the land. Apparently the Town Council and EHP had not received the
application at that time. While some people were unaware I'm not so sure everyone was
in the dark.

Fairfield, London Road and St Francis Close residents attended an emergency Town
Council meeting in early August 2009 — while the Town Council put forward a raft of
concerns to EHP we all felt the development as proposed would go forward unabated.
This is exactly what happened at the EHP meeting in Hertford, despite Buntingford Civic
Society presenting our "democratic 3-minute" presentation, highlighting EHP lack of
congruency with their own policy guidelines and a group of 30/40 strong local residents
supporting in the public gallery.

So why do | (and | guess other Fairfield/St Francis Close residents) feel there is a failure
to comply with the rules of natural justice, surely we cannot object to someone owning
their own home? No | don't. My issue is the insensitive manner in which the development
has harmed our amenity, privacy and security, which was first acknowledged as
important back in 1995. The affordable housing is sited 10m at best and 3m at worst from
the rear of our back gardens (most of us only have a 10/11m plot). The development is
1.8m higher than Fairfield. All trees and foliage have gone. | can't see the sky when | sit
in my lounge but | can almost see the doorstep of the affordable housing and they can
see me. There is no privacy and amenity, is this not a failure to comply with the rules of
natural justice?

Why the insensitivity of EHP? EHP document 3/09/1061FP states Barratt, "It is
understood the site would not be developed in the current economic climate if the
affordable housing was built across the site" (EHP policy is that it should be 'peppered’
within the site) — EHP state, "The need for affordable housing is so great it is felt
acceptable to support one location provision on this site in the current economic
circumstances". There are other factors within the document that give the clear
impression that unless Barratt maximise their return (which is £320/£360K+ per dwelling x
149 units) they will not proceed with the development. Equally EHP emphasise in the
document the imperative to achieve Government housing targets. The compromise that
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has been made is the amenity, privacy and security (therefore saleability and value) on
Fairfield residents. Is this a failure to comply with the rules of natural justice?

Some residents of Fairfield have set about a complaints appeal; my Stage 1 has been
dismissed by EHP. Stage 2 is with the Director of Services of EHP — it will go to the Local
Ombudsman, Stage 3. If we had been aware we could have taken our own action with a
"Judicial Review" and used the "rules of natural justice" as argument but too much time
has now passed. | am not against homes being built, | just want to live in the countryside
and have some amenity, privacy and security similar to what | have had for 25 years. My
thanks go to Oliver Heald MP and Buntingford Civic Society who have supported our
appeal and cause.

What can Buntingford learn from our Fairfield experience? EHP and developers both
have a vested interest and that is to maximise their return, one for profit and the other
central targets. Local communities can and will be ignored unless they are active at an
early stage. People who should know need to communicate with and guide action on
behalf of the local established community they represent. The people of Buntingford must
become a voice for the "rules of natural justice" and understand others may not be
playing fair.

-

Mick Cocker

45



BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB

f £ % C I U affiliated 1" £ %
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS
Telephone 01763 271889
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

a BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAYa
Guaranteed £150 minimum snowball prize. ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm
Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING
dZ Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2" saturday in the month (unless otherwise announced) LJ

Soeta) 05 Soeta) 05

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii console

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool and Snooker
Golf days in September and October (see notice board)

AND DON'T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime.

For your diaries
10" October — Darts Tournament with CASH PRIZES. Entrance fee £5 pre-registered,
£6 on the day. Contact the Club for entrance forms.

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIALS FOR 2010
23™ October — Bee Gee Magic (Bee Gees tribute band)

WIdINIINNINNRNARNARRRRRRRRRRRINNNNRR08(FRRRRRRRREIRA

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change)
4™ Sept — The Melody Beats

11" Sept — Style (Johnny Cash and Michael Buble)
18" Sept — The Skyliners
25" Sept — Reload

2" Oct — Abakus
MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT

To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

bvir v i v e bv I i e e v D Ee e B B Ev e B
v i b e v I i e b v B Ee e B B Ee e B

ORRRRRRNRRIRIRRRRRNRRIRIRRNRRNNRRIBBRRRNRRIRIRIRREEE
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3 BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
= A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

At the time of writing the Boxes for Soldiers campaign is coming along nicely and | hope
that we will beat our target of 200 boxes. | will publish the final number of boxes sent in the
October Journal.

The Youth Council Senior Citizens Tea Dance was not well attended which was such a
pity as the evening was warm and we had made use of the council marquee which had
been used the previous week for the Annual Civic Reception. Those that attended went
home a stone heavier as Councillor Eunice Woods had made cream scones for 60 people
and only 20 attended. We would welcome feedback on why people were not keen, to
avoid us making the same mistake again.

Residents of Dixon Place are facing uncertain times as a result of Epic Trust (the Dixon
Place Housing Management Company) undertaking a condition survey on the property.
We are hopeful that as a result of the survey, the building will be refurbished to a higher
standard and current residents will be able to remain in their properties. The Town Council
is fully supporting the residents during this time, as is the local MP, Oliver Heald.

The extension plans for the Seth Ward Community Centre are moving forward. The
extension is being funded by Central Government to provide a Children's Centre, this is
part of the Government's Sure Start Scheme. We are endeavouring to ensure that there is
little or no disruption to centre users and local residents.

The Manor House has been the subject of some refurbishment over the past few months.
The Council Chamber has been re-decorated and is available for hire at very reasonable
rates for use as a meeting room, exhibition room or small conference room. Please contact
the Clerk's office for further details. The Manor House is now fully occupied and is home to
two travel companies, a marketing company, Citizens Advice Bureau, and two other
businesses.

As mentioned on previous occasions, the Town Council has a small grant fund for local

organisations. If your group is in need of help, please contact the office for a grant
application form.

Jill Jones MILCM

Town Clerk

TowN CouNnciL MEETINGS FOR SEPTEMBER

Thursday 2" Amenities Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 9" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 9" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 30" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 30" Full Council — 8:00pm

All meetings will be held at The Manor House
All members of the public are welcome to attend
Office hours: Monday — Thursday 9:00am — 5:00pm, closed Fridays
Tel: 01763 272222

email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com — website: www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk
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Classical Guitar
Recital

The Williams Kelleher-Duo

Saturday 9" October i 7:30 pm

St Mary's Church, Braughing

Ticket prices: £15 Premium - £12 Standard
£10 restricted view - £15 at the door

Telephone Box Office: 01763 289073

www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk

Buntingford & District Social Club present an open

Darts Tournament

Sunday 10" October 2010

Guaranteed minimum £300 cash first prize

Entry £5 per person for pre-registration
£6 per person on the day
Entries are limited, so apply early to avoid disappointment
Doors open at 10:30am and registration closes at 11:45am
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts SG9 9AS
Tel 01763 271889

email charlie.gynn@hotmail.co.uk




