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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

Every Saturday of the month, 2:00pm — 4:00pm at the
Police Station

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 —13:00 CLOSED

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700

Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road
Open: Monday — Friday 5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

September
Tuesday 1%

Wednesday 2™
Saturday 5"

Thursday 10"
Thursday 10"
Saturday 12"

Sunday 13"
Monday 14"

Wednesday 16"

Saturday 19"
Thursday 24"

Friday 25" and
Saturday 26"

Wednesday 30"

Wednesday 30"

Wednesday 30"

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society — Benson Hall.
Enquiries 01920 438482.

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock
Road, Buntingford.

11:00am — 4:00pm The Buntingford Classic Event 2009. See page 45
for full details.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall.
8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH.
2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

2:00pm — 5:00pm British Red Cross, Alswick Hall Plant Fair. See page
19 for full details.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford U3A monthly meeting at Seth Ward
Community Centre. New members welcome.

10:30am — 12 noon BALA Coffee morning at Benson Hall.

7:15pm for 7:30pm start Buntingford Scout Group Quiz Night, Benson
Hall. See page 19.

9:00am Buntingford Networking meeting at Buntingford Coffee Shop.
See page 48.

7:30pm (curtain up) Buntingford Dramatic Society presents 'After the
Dance' at Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford. See page 12 for full
details.

10:30am Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course on
'‘Music of London' tutor John Winter. Seth Ward Community Centre. If
you would like any further details please phone Julia on 01763 272584
or Joan on 01763 273341. See page 31 for full details.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.
6:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club 40" Anniversary dinner

followed by demonstration by founder chairman and president, Barbara
Hudson — Floral Delight. Benson Hall, Baldock Road, Buntingford.



WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

MONDAYS
10:15am — 11:30am ‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery — every two weeks.
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868.

10:30am — 12 noon lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen
Harris on 01920 821288.

11:00am Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

6:30pm — 8:00pm  Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter
Deacon on 01462 642922.

7:00pm — 8:00pm  Ladies Exercise Class — Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on
01763 274681.

7:30pm — 8:15pm  Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact
Alon 07739 131694.

7:30pm — 9:45pm  Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19
years, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell
Cairns on 07889 288944.

8:15pm Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920

TUESDAYS 823677

9:15am — 10:15am Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session.
Contact 01763 273712.

9:30am — 11:00am Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack.
Term time only.

1:00pm — 3:00pm  Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages
2 to 5 years — £6.75 per session. All welcome — it is not necessary to
be attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please
call 01763 289942. Term time only.

7:00pm - 8:15pm  Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763
271010.

WEDNESDAYS
5:30pm — 7:00pm  Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road.
Contact Mark on 07801 419800.

6:00pm — 7:00pm  Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact
01799 550190.

7:30pm — 8:15pm Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact
Alon 07739 131694.

7:30pm — 8:30pm Ladies Exercise Class — Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact Jacquion 01763 274681.

8:00pm Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.



WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am

9:30am — 11:30am

9:30am
11:00am

1:00pm — 3:00pm

2:15pm — 2:45pm
5:30pm — 10:00pm

6:15pm — 7:00pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm

8:00pm — 10:00pm
FRIDAYS
9:30am — 10:30am

10:00am — 11:00am

SATURDAYS
9:00am — 12:30pm

12:00pm — 2:00pm
2:15pm — 4:15pm

2:00pm —4:00pm

MONDAY -
THURSDAY

MONDAY -
FRIDAY

Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school).
Range of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities,
small world play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time
only. £2.50 per child (tea & coffee, snacks & juice included).

Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18
months to 5 years — £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may
stay with their child 1:30pm — 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s
must be accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Contact
Kim Semple from Little Artists on 01763 289942.

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a
sweet or biscuit and a picture to colour.

Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan
Bowell on 01920 821722.

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.

Buntingford Cricket Club Colts cricket coaching. Telephone Martin
Coote on 01763 271926 or Pete Townsend on 01763 272832.

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child,
50p for additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Starts
11/09/09. Contact Fiona on 01763 274246.

Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years.
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010.

6 — 10 year olds

11 - 15 year olds

Stagefrights Theatre Club, United Reform Church Hall, Baldock
Road. Contact 01767 260374.

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to
Town Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of
Buntingford's past.

Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763
273344 for an appointment.
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OUuUT AND ABOUT IN SEPTEMBER

Saturday 5™
Saturday 5™

Sunday 13"
Saturday 19"
Sunday 20"
Sunday 20"

Saturday 26"

10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.

7:30pm "The Flowering of Music" — charity concert in aid of
Hertfordshire Gardens Trust by Vox Coelestis
(www.voxcoelestis.co.uk): Britten, Bruckner, Finzi, Howells and
Rutter. Tickets £20 from Mrs Saner, tel 01442 843428 or email
johnsaner@btinternet.com

Bridge the gap 4.5 mile charity walk. See page 28 for full details.
9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.
Isabel Hospice 'Chain Walk' . See page 28 for full details.

3:00pm — 5:30pm Traditional Afternoon Teas at Ardeley Village Hall,
in aid of St Lawrence Church funds. See page 31 for full details.

7:30pm St Nicholas's Church, Great Munden — Candle-lit Concert.
See page 46 for full details.

LOOKING AHEAD

October

Fri 2" & Sat 3

Sat 3™ & Sun 4"

Saturday 3™

Monday 5%
Saturday 10"

Saturday 17"
Friday 30"

Saturday 31

November
Saturday 14"

7:30pm (curtain up) Buntingford Dramatic Society presents 'After the
Dance' at Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford. See page 12 for
full details

Furneux Festival 2009 see page 22 for full details.

7:30pm — A charity event in aid of the Courtyard Arts Centre,
Hertford — a theatre evening including live solo singing. Wren
Theatre Productions stages a set of intimate, wry, tender,
occasionally cruel and often funny two-actor scenes looking in at the
stages of married life (Harold Pinter, Fay Weldon and Alun Owen).
Tickets £20 from Annabel Friedlein, Welwyn. For more information
email anniefriedlein@hotmail.com

8:00pm Buntingford Learning for Fun 6-week course, 'The 70s in
Retrospect' at Seth Ward Community Centre. See page 31.

7:30pm Braughing Music Society — The Edwardian Cello. See page
27 for full details.

7:30pm for 8:00pm Quiz Night at Layston School. See page 22.

7:30pm Royal British Legion Quiz Night at Benson Hall. See page
10 for full details.

7:30pm — 10:00pm Halloween Disco for 13-19 year olds at the
Technical Institute, Baldock Road. See page 35 for full details.

10:00am — 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Annual Craft Fair.
See page 33 for details.



EDITORIAL

September is here already, the children will soon be back at school and life will return to
some sort of normality (if there is such a thing). So far, we didn't get the BBQ summer that
was promised, but that shouldn't have come as a surprise as the weather forecasters can't
seem to forecast the weather for a couple of days time, let alone months in advance.
Fingers crossed we get an Indian summer instead.

I would like to mention that if anyone has something to say and submits letters etc. to me
for publication in the Journal, while | am happy to withhold names and addresses when
requested, | am not willing to print contributions when | do not know who and where they
come from. So, to 'a very concerned resident' who wrote a letter regarding the sale of
Layston Church, which | haven't published, if you would like to identify yourself, | can
include your letter in a forthcoming edition if you wish.

I would have liked to have included Freman College's A level and GCSE results in this
edition, but unfortunately the results dates are later this year, so cannot be included. To all
of you waiting for your results, good luck and | hope you achieve what you are hoping for.

Deadline for the October Journal is

Tuesday 22" September 2009

Thanks go to Debbie Lemay for proof-reading

Copy and diary entries:

Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com

+ BritishRedCross Sunday 13t September

ALSWICK HALL PLANT FAIR
Buntingford

(Michael and Annie Johnson)

Tudor House with five acres of landscaped gardens set in unspoilt farmland. Two well
established natural ponds with rockeries. Herbaceous borders, shrubs and roses plus
delightful knot garden and extensive dahlia beds. A peaceful setting for an enjoyable
afternoon.

Plant fair in tithe barn: Bulls Green Nursery (roses), Little Heath Farm Nursery (shrubs
and trees), Pioneer Nursery (herbaceous), Priorswood Clematis (clematis and climbing
plants), Rose Cottage Plants (bulbs and dahlias), Spring Lane Nursery (herbaceous) and
others.

Open 2pm - 5pm Adults £3

Out of Buntingford on Hare Street Road (B1038) Alswick Hall is approximately a quarter of a mile on
RHS; postcode SG9 0AA

Wheelchair )?)
Parking Access ishments Plant stall
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR —

Dear Editor, by email

| am afraid that 'Martin and Mandy' rather missed the point of the public feeling about the
fate of Layston Church. While I, and I'm sure all the other residents of Buntingford, wish
them well in their personal journey through life, this has little relevance to the issue in
question.

The objections were based on the fact that there had been no publicity whatsoever about
the sale of the church since those days in 2005 when, as John Warren says, it was put up
for sale. In the past, the Friends of Layston Church worked very hard to save the church
and in the end matters were taken out of their hands. Now, in 2009, there is a younger
generation of residents who would have been willing to take on the church and its
problems — or at least try — if they had been given the information and the opportunity.

It is interesting that Councillor Warren believes that "most people felt satisfied" after the
town council meeting at which the church’s fate was discussed — | wonder to whom he
spoke! Mr Warren told the meeting that he had first met Martin Coulson two years ago and
knew then that he was interested in buying the church. That of course is Mr Coulson's own
business, but surely the councillor could have informed the people of Buntingford, or at
least the town council, that a proposed purchaser was on the horizon. While the fate of the
church is not technically the business of the council, morally, surely in a place that
advertises itself as an "historic market town", St Bartholomew's is the heart blood of
Buntingford.

Yours sincerely
Sharon Wallach

Dear Aliya, by email

In response to the article, '‘Be careful what you wish for', in the July/August issue
of the Buntingford Journal by Martin Coulson, he stated that the council meeting he
went to was publicised as a public meeting to save our church. This was not true. The
notice urged residents to go to the council meeting, as the issue of the church would be
brought up. It was never billed as a public meeting. This is from the man who stated that
there were a couple of somewhat inaccurate articles in the local press.

| was the person who produced the notice.

E J Bradford
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor by email

My item in the June edition of the Buntingford Journal concerning the proper signposting of
the major roads in the town was written due to three unconnected happenings. The first
was the difficulty of our removal vans and many subsequent delivery vans to locate our
address when we moved to the town recently. Then, at two separate meetings in the town,
it was suggested that newcomers should be able to locate venues even if the full correct
addresses are not publicised. Thirdly, at a very poorly attended Town Council meeting on
16" April, time was spent on discussion as to whether the Manor House name should be
changed to ensure it could be more easily found. Rather than waste time on such
discussions, followed by a vote of a miniscule proportion of the population, all that is
needed is for the full address of 21 High Street to be given [as on recent EHDC Polling
Cards], and for the council to ensure street names are visibly marked in order to be seen
equally by pedestrians, motorists and van drivers.

There were no respondents to my challenge in the June Buntingford Journal. My own
observations are as follows:

Name of road Junctions Existing signs Recommended signs Shortfall
Station Road 5 1 2 1
High Street (south) 3 1 2 2
Baldock Road 7 None 3 3
High Street (north) 5 None 3 3

*** On bridge and not seen from Hare Street Road

As | have not received notification of any readers' favourite charity, | have made the
donation promised to the charity of my choice. This is the Isabel Hospice together with a
Gift Aid Declaration, which means the charity will receive £1.28 for each pound donated.

Today it is common practice for many people to obtain maps and route directions on the
internet and use Sat Nav in their vehicles. With all this technology available it seems
incredible that the three major roads in Buntingford are not marked adequately using
traditional road name signs.

This is obviously something that has remained un-addressed by those that should have
taken action locally long ago. Therefore | have taken it upon myself, as a fairly new
resident, to write to Mr Simon Drinkwater, Director, Neighbourhood Services, East Herts
District Council, requesting signs listed under shortfall above, as shown on a marked
street plan, are installed without any further delay. | will report further on how things
progress.

Colin Gibbons — 1 July 2009

To advertise in the

Buntingford Journal 01763 277463

call Bob Jackson on
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ——

Dear Aliya, by email

Buntingford Civic Society has sent a letter to East Herts Council objecting to the proposed
Barratt development on land adjacent to London Road, Buntingford.

In summary, the Civic Society accepts that some development will take place on this site
(it has been part of the East Herts Local Plan for some years now) but it objects to this
proposal as it stands and asks the East Herts Council to refuse the proposed development
for the following reasons:

1. The proposed density of housing is too high

2. There is inadequate provision for parking

3. Affordable housing should be more evenly distributed across the site
The full objection, which is much more detailed and longer than space would allow in a
letter to the Journal, can be found on the Civic Society website at

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Bob Jackson (Civic Society Executive Committee)

The Royal British Legion Autumn Quiz

Quiz Night
October 30th 2009 at 7:30pm
Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford
Tickets £8 each (to include fish or chicken and chip supper)
Licensed bar and raffle
Quiz master Mrs Jackie Smith

Tickets available from Di Bamford on 01763 848481
or Carole Warren on 01763 848482
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2 B\f‘% BUNTINGFORD CIVIC SOCIETY

QL /t‘ ARE YOU THE NEXT ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR FOR
c SOC\ THE BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL?

Applications are invited for the position of Advertising Co-ordinator for the Buntingford
Journal.

The Civic Society welcomes applications from people who live in Buntingford or one of
the surrounding villages and who would be interested in becoming the next Advertising
Co-ordinator. The current co-ordinator is more than happy to help in the handover
process.

The post would suit a person who has a computer at home and would like to make some
use of their computer skills to the benefit of the community.

The position is voluntary but all reasonable expenses will be reimbursed.
If you wish to apply for this position and/or would like further information, please contact

Bob Jackson, at 8 Longmead, Buntingford, telephone 01763 271463 or email at
henryjack@msn.com. We look forward to hearing from you.

MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support
Officers, Amanda Higham, Stephen Whittaker and Sarah Brown, or you just want to say
hello, they will be at the specified venues as listed below.

(Times are subject to change at short notice)

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue:

Amanda & Stephen | Wed 2™ 11:30am—-12:00pm | Outside Village Hall, Stocking Pelham
Amanda & Stephen |Wed 2™ | 6:00pm—7:00pm Standon & Puckeridge Community Centre

Sarah Tue 8" 5:00pm—6:00pm | Co-op foyer, Buntingford
Amanda & Stephen | Sun 13" [ 10.15am-11:00am | Station Road allotments, Puckeridge
Sarah Wed 16" | 6:00pm—7:00pm Car park, Seth Ward Community Centre

Amanda & Stephen | Wed 16" | 7:00pm—7:45pm Willow Close, Great Hormead
Amanda & Stephen | Wed 23 | 1:30pm—2:30pm Outside Albury Village Hall
Sarah Wed 23 | 2:00pm—3:00pm Outside Tea Rooms, Westmill
Amanda & Stephen | Mon 28" | 6:00pm—6:30pm Colliers End, opposite KB Tyres

Telephone 0845 33 00 222
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"Whatever people may have said about us when we were young, they
could never have said, we were bores."

Buntingford Dramatic Society are pleased to announced their next production — "After
the Dance", directed by Mel Powell and Dan Herz.

"After the Dance" was first performed to great acclaim in 1939, but subsequently forgotten. This
lost masterpiece by Rattigan is set amid a whirligig of gossip and Mayfair parties thrown by a set
of ageing 'bright young things' and against the backdrop of war clouds gathering over Europe. It
is also a wonderfully funny play with a sharp wit masking the agony of the true feelings and the
tragic consequences of repressing emotion.

From the author of The Winslow Boy, Separate Tables and The Browning Version.

"Few dramatists of the 20th century have written with more understanding of the human heart...
and what is really astonishing is that a play as good as this has been neglected for more than 60
years"

Michael Billington — The Guardian

Like our previous dinner theatre productions, seating is at tables of six and tickets
at £10 each include a light deli supper, with a licensed bar and service from our
team of waiters and waitresses!

~ AFTER
<« THE DANCE

by Terence Rattigan

Presented by

The Buntingford Dramatic Society
by arrangement with Nick Hern Books

The Benson Hall, Buntingford

Fri 25t, Sat 26th September
Fri 2nd, Sat 3rd October
Curtain up 7:30pm
Tickets £10

Including light supper

Box Office

Bell House Gallery
High Street
Buntingford

More information
01763 272123

www.buntingforddrama.org
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LOCAL LAD AIMING HIGH

"Mate, you'll die half way up, you're a messll" That was the first response to my
plans of trekking to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, and that was coming from a
close friend and fellow Custody Officer — Darryl. To this day he's convinced that |
will fail in my charity adventure to Tanzania.

My name's Tom Mean and I've lived in Buntingford my entire life. | grew up playing
in the fields with my brother Sam and best fiend Hughie. It was here that |
developed a love for adventuring and exploring. | went to the local schools and
joined the scouts and cadets as soon as | was old enough.

| consider myself very lucky that my parents took me on several lovely holidays,
exploring the likes of Spain, Corfu, Turkey, America etc, giving me a real interest in
foreign places and cultures. At nineteen | fravelled up the west coast and centre
of Australia, which was just amazing.

However, it was here in the UK that | had my first taste of charity work. | was
fortunate to land myself a wonderful job working on Shepreth Wildlife Park, which
is owned by the Willers family. This was just fantastic and | genuinely couldn't have
worked for a nicer family. Together they intfroduced me to a whole variety of
different charities, and | loved the feeling of knowing that what | was doing would
be helping something or someone, somewhere.

Recently a group of celebrities climbed Mount Kilimanjaro in aid of Comic Relief
and | followed their progress every day, wishing | could do something similar for
charity. So this is exactly what I'm going fo do! In July next year I'm joining up with
a team of like-minded individuals and together we're raising money for Marie
Curie Cancer Care. The Marie Curie Nurses do such an amazing job and I'm
proud to be able to do my little bit to help.

My goal is fo raise a minimum of £4000, by
planning a series of charity events, including
three Custody officers having their chest
waxed, a long distant bike ride, a pub quiz
and a Charity Ball. We've already raised
roughly £1500, which is just amazing. But we
need your help.

If you would like any other information on
the trek, Marie Curie, Kiimanjaro or my
events please have a look at my Facebook
(do a search for Tom Mean's Kilimanjaro Trek
and you'll find me) or the JustGiving site.
You'll be able to offer ideas on how fo help,
view our progress and I'm sure — have a
laugh at our expense. Thank you so much
for taking the time to read this article.

Tom Mean
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With so many cats in our care,
we always try to help them all!

PROTECTION

The Great Amwell and District Branch of Cats Protection, which
includes Buntingford in its area, last year rescued and re-homed
200 cats and kittens, and helped with the cost of neutering
many more.

The branch currently has over 60 cats in its care, with more
coming in every day.

Cats such as Chinks, who was nearly blind, but after having an
eye operation had his sight saved, and Blackie, who had major
surgery to repair a broken front leg after being involved in an
accident. These are just two of the many cats and kittens that
have been cared for by volunteers at the branch.

FL&@ \ ‘

Do you know anyone who might have a space in their home and heart for a new friend?
Fluffy is a beautiful three year old female looking for a new family, or what about four year
old Oliver, who is very affectionate and looking for a new home?

With so many cats and kittens in our care there is sure to be a purrfect match.

Stephanie Adams, a volunteer from the branch, says, "l became involved in volunteering
for the branch after we brought Shelley, a beautiful tortoiseshell and white rescue cat, into
our home. Now, after several years, | am very pleased to be involved with such a hard
working team of volunteers, who devote all their time to the care of cats and kittens. If
anyone is thinking about getting a new family pet, please do take a look at the branch
website. You will see a lot of our cats are featured there, and you will also find out much
more about what we do. You may be very surprised! All monies raised by the local
branch go directly back into helping the branch."

Cats Protection's Great Amwell branch is part of
the charity's nationwide network of 29 centres and
260 voluntary-run branches, that together, re-home
around 60,000 cats a year.

For more information or to re-home a cat,
please call 01992 467826
or visit
www.greatamwell.cats.org.uk

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for

errors or omissions in this publication.




Awesome Amazing August continued:

t the beginning of August, | was on holiday in
France, with my family. It was really fun; we had
a big private villa with a pool, in the South of
France.

| also spent a week up at one of my Nan and Grandad's [The Goat Grandad]
with one of my best friends, Laura. We had so much fun. We literally
shopped... while Nan dropped! Hehe!

| had a sleepover with some of my really good friends. It was hilarious, we
stayed up into the early hours of the morning, watching movies, chatting and

giggling.

My parents took me to see 'We Wil Rock You' in the West End. It was
amazing.

| have got loads of stuff to do though, before | return back to school.

Super Surprising September:

Normal English: At the beginning of September | start Freman College. | am
really excited about starting Freman; but | am quite nervous about getting lost!
Hehe!

(Now a text language translation)

Text Language: at da beguinnin of Sep, | start Freman College. | am V excited
bout starting Freman; but | am quite nervous bout getting lost! Lol x (lol =
laugh out loud)

For the next issue | need the readers of the Buntingford Journal to write or
email the Buntingford Journal's Editor with their problems, or questions they
want answered [by 15" September please). | am going to be doing an 'Agony
Aunt' article.

So.. Young - Old - Trouble at Home - School - Relationship Problems -
Insecurities - Fears - Needing answers!

Send an anonymous letter or email to the Buntingford Journal's editor [your
identity will be kept secret!]. Some of the your problems, along with my
answers will be featured in the October issue of the Buntingford Journal.

So look out next issue for:

Agony Aunt October
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“ UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD

MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460
MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am
September 6 Morning Worship Rev Dr Janet Tollington
13 Holy Communion Prof Rev David Thompson
20 Harvest Festival Rosemary Scarrow
27 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie
October 4 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham

Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust will be holding their annual
Sponsored Bike'n Hike on Saturday 12" September, when some 500 churches will be
open. Anyone can come and enjoy these beautiful buildings by visiting them between
10:00am and 6:00pm. The aim of the day is to raise money for the repair and
maintenance of our churches by getting sponsorship for cycling, running or walking to visit
churches in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. Half of all money raised will go towards
church funds. If you wish to take part, sponsorship forms (yellow) are available via the
Church Secretaries.

Christ Church Harvest Festival Service will be held on Sunday the 20" September at
11.00am.

Churches Together Harvest Supper will be held in Christ Church Hall on Friday the 25"
September at 7:30pm

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all
children and young people.

The Bright Hour — a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting
speakers — meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on
the first Friday of the month.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk
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ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie

HOLY MASS is celebrated each:

Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm
Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham
Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

+INHEAVEN ¢

T UOAS o CECESTER

CONFESSIONS are ecach Saturday from 10:30am — 11.15am

ST. MARY'S — ASPENDEN
ST. PETER'S — BUNTINGFORD
ST. MARY THE VIRGIN — WESTMILL

Church of England

Curate Rev. Glyn Howdle (01920 469632) Office 01763 271552
Other Ministries include: Kidzone

Small groups (meeting for Bible study, prayer and fellowship),
Men's group, Mothers' Union

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

2" 9:30am St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion (BCP)
6" 9:30am  St. Mary's the Virgin — Westmill  Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Morning Prayer
13" 9:30am St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford All Age Family Worship
5:45pm  Nevetts Songs of Praise
20"  10:15am  St. Mary's — Aspenden United Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Family Praise
27" 10:00am St. Mary's — Aspenden Family Service
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion
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BUNTINGFORD CRICKET CLUB

% Buntingford Cricket Club's season gets better and better. It is beginning to look
like being the best ever since the club was formed in 1980. At the present time,
with two games remaining, the 1% XI sit proudly at the top of Division 1 in the

Herts and Essex Cricket League, needing just two more points to be crowned this

season's champions.

The 2" XI are also doing very well. Following a run of five successive wins, they are now
in 2" place in Division 5 and need one win from their last two games to gain promotion to
Division 4 next season. In the Keating Cup, after beating The Mordens CC in the semi-
final, Buntingford played Royston CC in the final, at Therfield on July 7. In a tight game,
Buntingford were victorious by ten runs.

In the Herts and Essex League Cup, following victories against Albury CC and Bishop's
Stortford CC, they defeated Theydon Bois CC in the semi-final by 16 runs. The final
against Takeley CC, was played on August 3™ in front of a good crowd at the ground of
Bishop's Stortford CC. Batting first, Takeley scored 103-6 from their 20 overs. In reply,
Buntingford were victorious, crossing the winning line on 105-4 to lift their second cup of
the season.

Buntingford commenced their cricket week the next day, which proved to be an enormous
success. They played two adult games against Cokenach CC and The Hertford Strollers.

There was also an afternoon devoted to the young colts of the club, when four teams,
containing seven or eight colts each, played games against each other, ending with a final
between the best two teams. All colts were treated to burgers and drinks at the end of a
thoroughly enjoyable day. The week finished on Friday evening, with a game of 20 overs
between 22 members of the club.

Division 1
20/06 | Bfford 1% XI 236-7 lIford Catholics 195-7 B/ford won by 41 runs
27/06 | Bfford 1% XI 351-6 Rickling Ramblers 15! X| 198-7 B/ford won by 153 runs
04/07 | Bfford 1% XI 186-9 Epping Foresters 186-8 Tied scores — lost on wickets
11/07 | B/ford 1 XI 160 all out | Bishops Stortford 3™ XI 156 all out | B/ford won by 4 runs
18/07 | Bfford 1%t XI 157-3 Takeley 154-7 B/ford won by 7 wickets
25/07 | Bfford 1% XI 387-8 Stansted Hall 15 XI 162 all out B/ford won by 225 runs
01/08 | B/ford 15! X1 196 all out | Newport 1t XI 143-6 Game abandoned — rain
08/08 | Bfford 1% XI 185-7 South Loughton 15! X1 89 all out B/ford won by 96 runs
15/08 | B/ford 15 XI 224-6 Farnham 15! XI 220-8 B/ford won by 4 wickets
Leading batsmen — Chris Chambers (940 runs) and Steve Paola (386 runs)
Joint leading bowlers — Lee Robertson and Steve Paola with 32 wickets each
Division 5
20/06 | B/ford 2™ XI 135 all out | Chadwell Heath 1% XI 139-3 B/ford lost by 7 wickets
27/06 | B/ford 2™ XI 266-5 Hockerill 2™ XI 186 all out B/ford won by 80 runs
04/07 | Bfford 2™ XI 122 all out | Roding Valley 2™ X| 315-6 B/ford lost by 193 runs
11/07 | Bfford 2™ XI 192 all out | Bishops Stortford 4™ XI 256-5 B/ford lost by 64 runs
18/07 | Bfford 2™ XI 215-8 Theydon Bois 2™ XI 211-7 B/ford won by 2 wickets
25/07 | Bfford 2™ XI 193-2 Stansted Hall 3 XI 189-6 B/ford won by 8 wickets
01/08 | B/ford 2™ XI 273-5 Newport 2™ XI 103 all out B/ford won by 170 runs
08/08 | B/ford 2™ XI 151 all out | Ardeley Walkern 123 all out B/ford won by 28 runs
15/08 | Bfford 2™ XI| 246-6 Farnham 2™ XI 162 all out B/ford won by 84 runs

Leading batsmen — Pye Makin (508 runs) and John Clements (477 runs)
Leading bowlers — Clive Glasscock (28 wickets) and John Clements (20 wickets)
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Come and play for Buntingford Cougars

You'll have fun + Keepfit + Make new friends « And be part of a team

Visit our website to find out more
or email join@BuntingfordCougars.co.uk

www.BuntingfordGougars.co.uk

FORD SCOUT GROUP
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For tickets call
Joon 01763 273459 or
Doreen on 01763 272080
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 citizens

Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

Q.

Identity Theft

A bank that | do not normally deal with has contacted me to chase an
outstanding debt. | think | may be the victim of identity theft. What should |
do?

Identity theft is a type of fraud that takes place when someone you don't know
gets hold of your personal details and uses them to apply for credit or to open an
account in your name. If you have been the victim of identity theft you will usually
not have to pay for any money you have lost, unless it can be shown that you
have acted fraudulently or without reasonable care, for example by keeping your
PIN number written down with your card. You must act quickly:

Contact the bank straightaway, keep a record of all conversations you have with
them, and copies of any letters sent or received.

Report the matter to the police, and get a crime reference number.

Check with the credit reference agencies (details below) whether any applications
for credit have been made in your name. If they have, you can ask to have the
information removed from your file.

If you suspect that someone has got hold of your details by stealing your mail, or
has fraudulently applied to get mail redirected from your address, you should
contact the Royal Mail Customer Enquiry Number on 08457 740740.

Contact CIFAS, the UK's Fraud Prevention Service at www.cifas.org.uk. For a
small fee they will make sure that anyone applying for credit in your name is
automatically double-checked.

The credit reference agencies are:

Experian — telephone 0870 241 6212 (www.experian.co.uk)
Equifax — telephone 08705 143700 (www.equifax.co.uk)
CallCredit — telephone 0870 060 1414 (www.callcredit.co.uk)

For more information and advice about identity theft, go to www.cardwatch.org.uk, or to
the Home Office website as www.identitytheft.org.uk or see www.adviceguide.org.uk for
contact details of your nearest CAB.
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BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able
Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for September 2009

Thurs 3© [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town centre Bus £4
Thurs 10" | 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4
Fri 11 10:30am — 3:00pm Btrookfield Centre — Boots, Argos, Next, M&S, Tesco Bus £6
etc.
Thurs 17" | 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town centre Bus £4
Tues 22™ | 10:30am — 2:00pm | Letchworth — drop-off at Morrisons Bus £5
Wed 23 | 10:30am — 3:00pm | Cambridge — shopping Bus £7
Thurs 24" [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

Tues 29" | 10:30am — 3:00pm | Roaring Meg Estate, Stevenage — Comet, DFS,| Bus£5
Homebase, Argos, Boots, ToysRus, a Kitchen Shop,

Hobbycraft etc.
October 2009
Thurs 1t [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town centre Bus £4

To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708

COFFEE MORNING
Wednesday 16" September
at Benson Hall

10:00am — 12:00noon
Coffee * Raffle * Cakes * Bric-a-Brac * Marmalade
Proceeds for the mini-bus

WELCOME

The United Benefice of Aspenden, Buntingford and Westmill welcomes the Reverend lan
Hill as Priest-in-Charge and his wife Sarah, to our three churches.

lan has come from Fareham in Hampshire where he was a Curate. His Induction and
Licensing service is being held on Thursday 3™ September in St. Peter's, after which he
becomes 'ours".

The Vicarage now becomes their home and his office is in St. Peter's Church, telephone
01763 271552.

We look forward to 'working' with him.
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Furneux Festival

2009
Saturday 3™ — Sunday 4"
October

A weekend of fun and entertainment
in the beautiful village of Furneux Pelhak

Classic Cars ® Dog Show ® Music in the Ch
Stunning Flower Displays ® Country Store ==

)

§

? ? QUIZNIGHT 9 9

17" OCTOBER
? Doors open 7:30pm ?
‘ for 8.00pm start H
at

Layston First School
The Causeway, Buntingford

? £8 a ticket
* Including ploughman's supper *
Maximum eight persons a team
Prize for each member of the winning team
Licensed bar

Tickets available from Debbie and Matt - telephone 01763 272398
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Poet's Corner

It's Pants

Walking in the High Street on a freezing cold night.
| beheld a truly scary sight!
Ayoung lad in front was moving rather slow... he had trouble walking 'cos his jeans were so low!
... and there on full view were nearly all of his boxer shorts... and they were quite small!

All those in Government, the public and shop workers too...
it's amazing what showing your undies can do!

AND if you're that young lad reading this rhyme... don't take offence... and I won't...

THISTIME!!!
Teresa Bonner
Summer
Sitting in my garden 0.”
Watching the bees, @ L an

They love the Bergamot
And the Sweet Peas.

| haven't a lawn
. I've weeds instead!
The beans are doing well
Among my friends
They have spread.
Now all | want is the sun,
To furn the tomatoes red.

%

Beryl Rhodes August 09

Friends of Orchard Surgery

Annual Craft Fair

14" November 2009 10:00am - 3:00pm
Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford
Crafts ~ Bric-a-Brac ~ Cakes ~ Refreshments
Tombola ~ Face painting ~ Raffle
We are also supporting the children's hospice - Cambridge EACH
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THE PRIVATE TREATY
(Part 2)
Martin & Mandy

Poor old St Bartholomew came to a bit of a sticky end, and in a similar way, but
oddly reversed, St Bartholomew's in Layston nestles in its graveyard with just its skin
remaining, the innards of the nave now missing and replaced with brambles and
weeds.

Finally the Private Treaty
arrives in the post and our
work starts. Private Treaties
are like an auction, but worse —
as you get to put a bid in
but do not know anything
about the other bidders, it's
completely blind. We visit the
church again on two of the open
days and this time we get to go
inside the chancel. The inside
just adds to the feeling of the
site and makes us love it more
than ever.

Browsing round the memorials we noticed Robert Wogdon's grave and the name
rings a bell with me. There's bad news as well — there are lots of people at these
open days and | mean lots; clearly we are not the only people looking, it's very
popular. We return home, somewhat dejected. What chance do we stand with all
these people interested? To console myself | type Robert Wogdon into Google and
up he jumps, 17" century manufacture of duelling pistols, and he's buried under the
chancel!

The deadline for submissions is in November 2007 and we have to decide if we are
going to bid. If we do we will need to provide a basic outline plan of what we would
like to do along with the offer. After a few weeks of careful thought and pondering the
documents, we decide to go for it. Over the next few weeks Mandy and | work on the
submission document. We want the site to look as it did in the 13" century, as far as
possible, and we have to indicate our plans for the church, including everything we
would like do to it if we owned it. | produce some basic diagrams; find an artist who's
willing to do some concept drawings — and do some investigation, trying to attach
potential costs to obvious activities. We complete the Treaty document, send it off
and wait.

We wait a long time for a reply, as behind closed doors the diocese, English
Heritage, the estate agents and the council planning officers are poring over the
submissions they've received, trying to decide which is the most appropriate offer. It
turns out that money is not the most important factor in the decision. Everybody is far
more interested in what will happen to the building and how it will be maintained for
the future. It's survived for hundreds of years and ensuring it's future is what is
required.
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We appear to have hit the nail on the head with our 'stuck in the 13" century
proposal' as, eventually, we get a call from the estate agent with some good news,
our bid has been accepted and it comes with one condition, which is that the sale is
subject to planning permission and listed building consent and all the other bits of
paperwork that the system requires for this kind of building. Fortunately this does not
bother us as it needs doing anyway, along with a million other things and so the real
work begins...

A short history of Robert Wogdon 1734 — 1813

Robert Wogdon's duelling pistols were considered the créme de la créme because of
their accuracy. After Wogdon's death, it was discovered that he had bent his pistol
barrels slightly to make the bore true.

The "Golden Age" of pistol duelling in England lasted from the mid 1770s to soon
after 1840. During this time, gentlemen might have resorted to settling disputes of
honour, real or imagined, by a duel with pistols. Initially the pistols available would
have been large, heavy flintlock officers' pistols, which were not particularly accurate
over the traditional duelling distance of twelve yards.

The best London gun makers were quick to realise the potential market for a
specialised duelling pistol, and by the mid to late 1770s there had evolved a superbly
balanced, light, slender, quick-firing, and above all, accurate pistol, dedicated to the
deadly purpose of duelling. While all the best London gun makers were making fine
cased sets of duelling pistols for their aristocratic clients, one maker was particularly
renowned for his duelling pistols. His name was Robert Wogdon.

Born in 1734, he was apprenticed to the well-known gun maker Newton in Grantham
and first opened for business in London at Charing Cross, later moving to the
Haymarket where he remained for the rest of his working life. The duelling pistols he
produced were very plain and little influenced by changing fashions in gun design,
but, reputedly, very accurate. His output compared to other London gun makers was
prodigious, so clearly his pistols were much in demand. Towards the end of his
working life he took on John Barton as a partner and they traded as "Wogdon &
Barton" until his retirement in 1804.

He retired a relatively wealthy man, unusual for gun makers, to The Cottage in
Buntingford and later moved to his daughter Anne and son-in-law William Butt's
house, Corneybury Manor, just north of Buntingford, presumably after his wife died in
1805.

He died, at the good age for those days of 79 years, eight years after his wife Jane.
Husband and wife lie buried in the same grave in the lovely St Bartholomew's
Church in Buntingford.

If you would like to see Robert Wogdon’s memorial, the inside of the chancel, and
William and Anne Butt's memorial — then come along to St Bartholomew's between
10am and 3pm on Sunday 13" of September.
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5D BUNTINGFORD CIVIC SOCIETY
< "HAVE A VOICE' — HOLS ARE OVER (ALMOST)
C50C

There are encouraging signs that the Civic Society movement is progressing to
a new national organisation. Over the summer a series of well attended
discussions have taken place and the consensus seems to be that at least:

(a) We need a national organisation

(b) Its role to be a major resource on key issues

(c) It will have a voice representing 250,000 members at all levels of
government.

The significance of the Civic Society movement is demonstrated by the East of
England Association of Societies (Buntingford is a member) holding, with
others, a heavy-weight conference in Cambridge University with the title
'Development of the East of England — How can we avoid throttling the goose?'
Speakers include academics and senior civil servants. We will send a delegate.

Talking about killing the goose that lays golden eggs, what are we to think about
the London Road application by Barratts?

At one level BCS welcomes the economic stimulus this development offers
during construction and in due course the retail contribution of new residents.
But, and there is a 'but’, in fact several 'buts'.

The London Road development is for 149 dwellings, Greenways application is
for 50 dwellings and 10 or so in Ermine Street. If they all came on stream
together the impact on Buntingford would be horrendous. The environmental
credentials seem very weak, the infrastructure is not in place to meet such rapid
growth — growth should be phased, not piecemeal.

What is proposed could undermine the Buntingford Town Plan, which is
designed to inform the Local Development Framework. It is not at all clear
that EHC briefings on LDF and Climate Change Strategy are being met by these
planning applications, not least the requirement for community involvement in
the process.

BCS will continue to challenge what is perceived to be failing to further the
town's best interests and we will certainly demand evidence that Section 106
Agreement benefits, which are linked to development, are seen in Buntingford
and not totally lost in the EHC or HCC pot.

Derek K Cooper, Chairman
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Isabel Hospice

Local Care for Local People since 1982

Join the 'Link In Our Chain' by taking W—j"f’
part in our annual Chain Walk on
Sunday 20" September. ‘
Each walk is approximately 10 miles,
you have 17 routes to choose from and |8
you stop for a pub lunch! ‘3
To find out more, log on to our§
website www.isabelhospice.org.uk

for Local F
Local Care

get more out of walking with the Ramblers
Royston and District Group
Walks for September

For times and meeting places please phone the appropriate leaders.

Tuesday 1% Morning walk Haultwick — 6 miles. Leader Lesley 01763 273463

Sunday 6" Figure of Eight walk Chipping, Wyddial, Buckland — 5 miles + 4 miles.
No food at PH. Leader David 01763 242677

Thursday 10" | Morning walk Furneux Pelham — 5% miles. Leader Mike 01763 274679

Sunday 13t All day walk Sandon, Mill End, Rushden, Redhill — 8 miles. Leader
David 01763 242677

Tuesday 15" Morning walk Standon — 6 miles. Leader Tricia 01438 880553

Sunday 20" Figure of Eight walk Cottered — 7 miles + 5 miles. Leader Mike 01462
491032

Thursday 24" | Morning walk St Paul’s Walden — 5 miles. Leader Linda 01462 453752
Sunday 27" All day walk Barkway — 10 miles. Leader Mike 01763 274679

Tuesday 29" Morning walk Steeple Morden — 5% miles. Leader Angela 01223
843964
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4.5 MILE CHARITY WALK AROUND THE COLLEGES

Sign up now for the annual Bridge the Gap Charity Walk taking place on Sunday 13"
September. One of the most popular charity walks in the region, Bridge the Gap is a
lovely opportunity to meander through the sites of Cambridge and its colleges. At just 4.5
miles, it's something the whole family can enjoy together.

Set to raise thousands of pounds, this year's walk is in aid of Arthur Rank Hospice Charity
and Press Relief: The News Community Fund, as well as being partnered by the
University of Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, the Cambridge News and Headline
Sponsor — Cambridge Building Society.

As well as seeing the colleges and bridges, walkers also have the opportunity to visit the
Zoology Museum and The Pitt Building. There will also be tourist guides on hand to talk
about the history of the colleges and other local sites.

Entry forms are already being received following our launch on 18" June. To make sure
you don’t miss out, download an entry form from www.bridgethegapwalk.org or call 01223
723 115. Registration costs £8 in advance (£14 from 1 September) for adults; entry is
free for children 16 and under.

People of any age or ability can take part and the route is wheelchair and pushchair
friendly, so it really is open to all. It is also a non-competitive event, so participants are
welcome to stop off at a café or restaurant en route! Plus the highest fundraisers will
receive some fantastic prizes.

The walk starts at 9:30am from Jesus Green, Cambridge.

T?‘WELA““C\Q%)_' Music @ St. Mary’s Church, Braughing

Saturday 10" October, 7:30pm
The Edwardian Cello - a Musical Entertainment with Michael Lunts

Travel back in time to the Edwardian era with Michael Lunts and Melanie Dennerly with
her cello, in a nostalgic and witty musical entertainment recreating a bygone age. You
are invited to participate in a concert in aid of the Titanic Relief Fund including recent
works by Elgar, Gilbert & Sullivan and Mendelssohn. Mr Lunts also promises items from
his extensive repertoire of comic songs from the period.

Tickets: £12, £10 or £15 on the door. Under 15 - free

For further information and tickets please email, telephone or fax;
Telephone: 01763 289073

email: bookings@braughingmusicsociety.co.uk

Visit our website www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk
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Kay Hamilton-Crook moved to Buntingford
with her parents when she was a baby and
attended the local schools. Her husband,
Matt, is from Tewin but he really liked
Buntingford, so when they were looking for a
house, they chose Buntingford as a place to
settle down together. Kay and Matt have
worked together for ten years and have been
married for three. Husband Matt owns his
own events company called Event Dynamics, which is based outside Royston. They are
proud parents to their twenty-month old son, Harry.

Since having their son, Kay wanted a project/ job that would keep her close to home and
could be flexible to fit around Harry. Kay also wanted somewhere to go for a coffee! So
that is where the idea came from. They both felt that Buntingford really needed
somewhere for the community to be able to meet for a coffee in comfort.

Their idea turned into reality when Buntingford Coffee Shop, opened at 61 High Street,
Buntingford, on Saturday 2™ May 2009.

The Coffee Shop is a great place for people to meet family and friends. It is also a meeting
forum for local business. They hold regular weekly meetings every Friday morning at 8am
for Buntingford Chamber of Commerce as well as other business meetings. So if you
planning a business meeting, you can phone and reserve tables and there is free WiFi to
boot.

It is situated near Buntingford's main car park, with it's reduced parking charges and free
parking after 3pm and at weekends; you can enjoy a relaxed coffee, a slice of cake and a
chat, in an extremely pleasant environment. The Coffee Shop offers great quality fair-trade
coffee, which is purchased from a Buntingford based supplier, Markey Coffee, and as the
shop is open seven days a week, there is no excuse for not dropping in and having a cup
of tea or coffee and if you are peckish, a top quality snack. For babies and children, a
range of organic food and snacks is available.

Kay is a very busy lady as in addition to the Coffee
Shop, where Kay employs six people to help her out,
Kay and two of her friends started a group called
Rhyme Time at the beginning of the year. This is a
weekly session for mums and babies from 0 — 5 years
old. It is held on Fridays at 10am at the Seth Ward
Community Centre, on the Bovis estate.

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday:  08:00am — 5:30pm

Saturday: 10:00am — 5:30pm
Sunday: 11:00am — 3:00pm
61 High Street

Buntingford

Hertfordshire
SG9 9AE Telephone 01763 273 940 -
www.thebuntingfordcoffeeshop.co.uk Kay Hamilton-Crook
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BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB

I 2 C 1 U affiliated i
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS ¢
et o Telephone 01763 271889 et o
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

% BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY *

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize
ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm

Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING
There is a quiz on every 2" Tuesday in the month
J Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2"Y Saturday in the month J?

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine,
which are free on 2" Saturday of the month and every Sunday.
Sky Sports

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON'T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime.

Friday 2" October — Entertainment Quiz Night. Music, TV Comedy and Film.
Teams up to six people. £1 per person for members and their guests.

SOME EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY

3" October — Maxwell, Hammer and Smith do QUEEN
31 October Saturday Special — Neil Diamond tribute show and Cherry Sundae girl band

RRRRNRRNRRRRRRNRRNRRRRRNNRRNRRRRRINNRRINRRNRNEEE
SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change)
5" Sept — Phase
12" Sept — Free Juke box, Free Pool, Free Snooker
19" Sept — Mr Rainmaker
26" Sept— Reload
MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT

To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

4949494949490903 03I NNNNRRNRNRRARNRNRNRNRNNNN898934349034909438338383 43
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Traditional afternoon teas with homemade
scones and cakes

In aid of St Lawrence Church funds
Village Hall, Ardeley
Sunday 20" September 3:00pm — 5:30pm

Come and enjoy a perfect rural setting in our i
picturesque village. The church will be open. We
are seven miles east of Stevenage and three miles ‘

west of Buntingford.

BUNTINGFORD ADULT LEARNING FOR FuUN
(formerly WEA)

We have two new courses this autumn. The first is a ten-week course on the 'Music of
London', which starts on Wednesday 30" September at 10:30am, and the tutor is John
Winter. London has been described as 'The Flower of Cities', however England in the 19"
century was described as 'The Land without Music'. The musical life of London includes
the music of the Chapel Royal. Music had to be composed according to the Monarch's
wish. The course covers the freelance career of Handel, the operatic squabblings of
Georgian London, the revival of music in London from the works of Elgar, Vaughan
Williams and Holst, through to the present day. London also saw the development of
public concerts in the time of Haydn, later at the Crystal Palace and then the Proms; the
development of music colleges, music festivals and opera houses. It certainly was not the
land without music.

The second course is a six-week evening course starting Monday 5" October at 8:00pm,
entitled 'The 70s in Retrospect'. The tutor is the very popular Stephen Barnard.

The 1970s is a decade remembered mainly in negative terms — everything from rampant
inflation and industrial unrest to punk rock and flared trousers. Certainly it proved a stark
contrast to the heady, hopeful atmosphere of the swinging 60s. But how did the events,
personalities, fashions and trends of the 1970s really impact on our every-day lives? In
this course we look at the social, political and cultural history of this rather unloved decade
and how the way we lived then helped shape the world we know today.

Both courses are held at Seth Ward Community Centre, Luynes Rise and we have coffee
before the courses start. Everyone will be made very welcome. If you would like any
further details please phone Julia on 01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341.
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| N !sabel Hospice [/ (3 FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Local Care for Local People since 1982

Sunday 6™ September 2009 — Adidas Women's 5k Challenge

Isabel Hospice has ten golden bonds for this 5k run to be held in Hyde Park, London.
Closing date for entries is August 7™. Each runner will receive a finisher's medal, a t-shirt
and a goody bag. Please contact Maria Alexander if you would like to run in aid of Isabel
Hospice on 01707 382500 or email maria.alexander@isabelhospice.org.uk.

Thursday 10" September 2009 — Annual Meeting, 7:15pm — 9:00pm

Our Annual Meeting is being held at The Van Hage Garden Company, 7:15pm for 8pm.
Hear about our year and our plans for the future. The Grand Draw will take place on this
evening with someone winning £1,000. All welcome but please give us a ring if you would
like to come on 01707 328500.

Saturday 12™ September 2009 — Isabel Hospice Jumble Sale, 2:30pm — 4:30pm
Thundridge Village Hall. Contact 01920 462992. Admission 20p.

Sunday 20™ September 2009 — Chain Walk 2009

Seventeen fantastic sponsored walks throughout beautiful Eastern Hertfordshire. Each
walk is circular, with a break for lunch at a picturesque country pub in the heart of the
countryside. This is a fantastic day out, so why not bring the family and raise funds for
Isabel Hospice. Contact Maria Alexander in fundraising for details on 01707 382500, email
maria.alexander@isabelhospice.org.uk.

Sunday 20" September 2009 — Open Garden at Moor Place, Much Hadham, 2:00pm —
5:00pm

This open garden complete with teas and a plant stall is to be held at Moor Place, Much
Hadham in aid of Isabel Hospice. Come and enjoy a lovely afternoon visiting these
beautiful 18" Century walled gardens, herbaceous borders, large area of shrubbery,
lawns, hedges, trees and two ponds in approximately ten acres. All welcome. Admission
£3, children free. Directions 5miles west of Bishop's Stortford. Entrance either at war
memorial or at Hadham Cross. For further details please contact Renee Friend on 01279
755320 or email renee_friend@msn.com.

Thursday 24" September 2009 — Wine Tasting, 6:00pm — 8:30pm

Wine tasting in aid of Isabel Hospice to be held at Mixed Wine Case, Little Hadham, Herts.
Tickets cost £8 to taste eight different wines with nibbles, and are available from Renee
Friend telephone 01279 755320.

Sunday 4™ October 2009 — Rotary Horse Ride

Sponsored Charity Fun Horse Ride, in aid of Isabel Hospice, Riding for the Disabled and
other Rotary Charities, held in the beautiful Hatfield Park Hertfordshire, by kind permission
of the Marquis and Marchioness of Salisbury. Raffle and refreshments are available on the
day. Event photographers will be there to offer souvenirs of your occasion. A rare
opportunity to ride a marvellous eight-mile course now with added optional jumps, passing
through mainly parkland of outstanding natural beauty. Co-ordinator John Perrin tel. 01707
327289 email John.f.perrin@ntlworld.com.

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not
necessarily those of the Editor.




"Thirst for Life" — Scout Camp Swaziland

On 29" July 2009, sixty-
one Hertfordshire Explorer
Scouts and leaders
departed from Heathrow
Airport to spend two
weeks in  Swaziland,
taking part in the "Thirst
for Life" International
Scout Camp. Five of us
from the Buntingford area
were lucky enough to be a
part of that expedition.

During the previous months we had worked together to fund and fill a 40-foot container
with donations such as clothes, bicycles, educational equipment, toys and blankets. It was
great to see that the container had arrived safely on site and during our time there, all the
goods were distributed to local schools, local scouts and orphanages near to the campsite.

Our programme included many different activities and taxed our skills. During the opening
ceremony we sang and danced with other scouts from many different nations. We cooked
with the Swaziland Scouts and learned how to shower outdoors surrounded by black
plastic sheeting and holding a watering can above our heads. Quite tricky at times!

We met local children from the surrounding orphanages, giving our young people a rare
opportunity to interact, and personally give them a soft toy or a ball. During one afternoon
hundreds of children and their carers came to the campsite to see us and to play. Children
arrived sitting in the back of trucks — no seat belts for them, they were just piled in, as
many as possible. | think that was the most moving experience for me and for many of the
Explorer Scouts on the trip.

We also travelled off-site and visited the
capital Manzini, to haggle in the craft
markets. The Kruger National Park in
South Africa was also on the programme
and we spent some time trying to capture
the big five on fim. A truly wonderful
experience for everyone. During the
second week, we visited Maputo, the
capital of Mozambique. Here we were
looked after extremely well by the
Mozambique Scouts. We camped at their
site in the heart of the city. The following
day we took a short trip on the ferry to
Catembe Island to walk along the beach
and eat huge prawns in a local beach
restaurant.

We arrived back in England on 13" August, exhausted but very happy at being able to
make such a difference to young people's lives, and to have had such an amazing
experience. We have all made new friends and contacts from around the world, which
after all, is at the heart of scouting.

Lesley Whitmore — AGSL Buntingford Scouts
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NEwW HOME FOR SETH WARD'S PORTRAIT

Recently | was lucky enough to join group of Trustees of the Buntingford AlImshouse
Charity, together with the Deputy Mayor and the chairman of the Civic Society, to visit the
Royal Society in London to view the restored portrait of Bishop Seth Ward, who founded
the almshouses at Buntingford in 1684. The portrait, painted by John Greenhill, shows
him in his Victorian Order robes, possibly in about 1667. It was discovered by chance in
the depths of St Peter's Church in Buntingford early in 1950 by Mr Hartnett and taken to
his home in the Manor House. It was deposited with the County Archivists Department at
county hall in about 1955 for safekeeping.

However, the County Archivist contacted the trustees in 2003 expressing concern that the
environmental conditions at county hall were causing some deterioration of the portrait
and it became clear that it needed some urgent cleaning and that a more suitable home
should be found.

The Royal Society expressed interest, as Seth Ward was an Original Fellow of the
Society and remained involved with it until his death in 1689, and they could arrange for it
to be restored. Painstaking restoration work was undertaken over a period of 18 months
at a cost of £7,000, which was funded mainly by a grant from the Royal Astronomical
Society (of which Seth Ward was a member) and also a contribution from the Trustees of
the Bishop Seth Ward Almshouse Trust, Buntingford.

The portrait now hangs in the society's London location at Carlton House Terrace and the
trustees were invited to the Royal Society to view it. After a short tour of the building, we
were finally shown the impressive portrait (which measures 49" x 39") and were amazed
at the transformation. Seth Ward seemed so lifelike, his clothing so colourful and he had
a twinkle in his eye. The original frame still awaits restoration and the newly restored
painting has been given a new frame.

The society arranged for a smaller framed copy to
be given to the trustees at the culmination of our
visit and this was presented by Mrs Eunice Woods,
Chairman of the Buntingford Almshouse Trust, to
the Mayor of Buntingford at the civic reception held
in the Manor House in June.

As regular readers of the Journal will know, Seth
Ward was one of our most eminent citizens. He
was born in the Parish of Aspenden in 1617, the
second son of John Ward, an attorney in
Buntingford. He attended Buntingford Grammar
School (in the building now known as Layston
Court in the High Street) and was so proficient at
mathematics that he was admitted to Sidney
Sussex College in Cambridge at the age of 15.
With degrees of BA and MA he became a Fellow of
his College and mathematical lecturer in 1643.
During the years of the Civil War, Seth Ward
returned to Aspenden where he was personal tutor
to the sons of his friend Sir Ralph Freman of
Aspenden Hall. When he was Bishop of Salisbury
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he asked his friend Christopher Wren to
oversee much needed repair work to the
cathedral, paying for some of it himself.
He also commissioned the Buntingford
Almshouses (originally known as Bishop
Seth Ward's Hospital), which have been
described as "the stateliest in the
county".

The trustees are delighted that the
portrait will now be preserved and
displayed at the Royal Society for many
years to come. At the time of writing it is
not known where the council will hang the
copy of the portrait but do go and have a
look at it when you can. Previous pictures
of Seth Ward, including the one outside
the community centre, do not do him
justice!

Val Hume
Secretary
Bishop Seth Ward's Hospital

Photo: Keith Moore from the Royal Society with
Eunice Woods

Halloween Disco
Sat’urdag 31" October 2009

Technical Institute

(Youth Club Building) L, B,

Baldock Road, Buntingford

7:30pm -10:00pm
13 - 19 year olds
Come in Fancy Dress if you dare!

Further information contact PCSO Sarah Brown
on 01992 533329 ﬁ)
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Buntingford W.I.

At the end of June, we had a very enjoyable trip to Hampton Court Palace during the 500-
year anniversary celebrations of Henry VIlI's ascension to the throne. The King was kind
enough to walk around amongst us (although some of us commented that he was looking
a trifle thinner and his legs seemed more shapely!).

Still on a historical theme, Martin Copping came along to our July meeting to talk about
the City of London. A London guide, he knew his subject very well and his talk was both
humorous and entertaining. He told us that the one square mile, which forms the City of
London was originally enclosed by the Romans with a wall — some remains of which can
still be seen underneath the OIld Bailey. Some churches in the City of London have
unusual names, for instance: St Botolph-Without (i.e. built outside the walled City) and St
Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe because of its close proximity to King Henry VIII's mansion of
that name.

He also said that the Lutine Bell in Lloyds of London is rung once for good news and
twice for bad. When Margaret Thatcher resigned it was rung three times because they did
not know which one to choose!

Our August meeting was a Summer Tea Party, with a delicious selection of sandwiches,
scones with jam and cream, and lashings of tea. This was followed by a game of
Countdown.

Our oldest member, Frances Cauldwell, was presented with a basket of flowers as she
celebrates her 90" birthday this month and we are proud to say she has been a member
for 40 years.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 10" September at the United Reformed Church,
Baldock Road (opposite the Post Office) when Bob Jones will be talking about Laughter
in the Village. Visitors are always welcome.

Buntingford Networking Meeting

You are invited to an informal networking meeting,
held on the last Thursday of the month
at 9am, at Buntingford Coffee Shop

Dates for the autumn: ‘
Thursday 24th September

Thursday 29th October
Thursday 26th November

We look forward to seeing you there!
For further information, please contact Fiona or Nicola

email: info@flexystaff.co.uk
telephone: 0870 288 5141
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.:} GARDENING YEAR {:-
SEPTEMBER

Not quite the BBQ summer that was predicted, but in the garden it was not all bad news.
Perennials have given us a good show and the lawns look good. Let’s hope for an ‘Indian
summer’ this month to give us, and the garden, a boost before autumn sets in.

General

e Keep deadheading and weed where necessary.

e Remove summer bedding that is passed its best.

e Finish any concreting jobs this month before the risk of autumn frosts.

Vegetables

e [f warm you can leave tomatoes on the plant to ripen until frosts are forecast, then
bring them indoors to ripen off.

e Lift main crop carrots and harvest runner beans, spring onions, marrows, courgettes,
potatoes, onions, cauliflower, cabbage and corn on the cob.

Trees and Shrubs

e Plant new conifers and clip conifer, beech and yew hedges.
e Now is the time to plant hardy perennials such as foxgloves.
e Dead head roses.

Lawns

e Keep mowing lawns regularly as weather allows.

Spike to improve drainage and rake out dead matter and moss.

Repair bare patches with seed and sow new lawns towards end of month.
Feed lawns with an autumn lawn feed.

Flowers & Patio Pots

o Keep deadheading and watering.

e Towards end of month move tender container plants to a sheltered spot.
e Stop feeding pot plants so they can start their autumn/ winter ‘rest’ period.

Ponds

e Fish need to build up their reserves for the winter so continue to feed until the cold
weather starts and water temperatures drop.

e To avoid fouling the water remove yellowing or decomposing water plants.

e Pull out blanket weed but go easy on thinning out oxygenating weed, as its growth will
soon stop and you need it during the winter.

Top Tips

e Buy bare root roses as they are cheaper than pot grown.

e |f you are going to buy spring-flowering bulbs do it now to make sure you get the best
choice.

e Getthe compost going. Autumn clearing generates ideal composting material.

Brian Lemay
brian.lemay@talktalk.net
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Come on a spiritual journey with us

oyston Spiritual Awareness Group is inviting those seeking proof of the afterlife to
travel along with its members on a spiritual journey.

The group, which was formed over 30 years ago, holds church services in Room 11 of
The Priory Community Centre in the Town Hall every Sunday evening, from 6:30pm to
8pm. The service comprises hymns and prayers and a demonstration of clairvoyance by
a visiting medium, who offers evidence of the survival of those in the spirit world. There is
no charge at this service but the collection plate is passed around.

If you are seeking additional spiritual enlightenment, the group also holds a weekly
meeting called a circle, in which budding psychic mediums learn how to contact the spirit
world. The open circle, currently held on a Thursday evening, operates under the
guidance of an experienced medium teacher who takes novices through a series of
exercises including mediumship, clairvoyance, psychometry — the art of learning
information through holding an item, working with crystals, contacting spirit guides and
meditation.

Pupils learn how to open their minds when they may be able to contact those who have
passed over to the spirit world. There is a nominal charge for these meetings to cover the
cost of hiring the room, but the group is saving hard so that it can secure its own
premises.

An evening of clairvoyance is held on the third Friday of each month, for which there is a
small entry charge to cover expenses. These evenings run from 8pm to 9:30pm.

"Spiritualism is a very down-to-earth belief system," said Judy Moule, chairman of the
church. "We aim to provide proof that our loved ones do not simply disappear when they
die, but live on in another form in another dimension, and we would welcome more
people to come and join our church."

Judy herself is a psychic artist. She is able to communicate with people in the spirit world
who come through to talk to their loved ones and then she draws portraits of those who
have passed over — and many of her drawings have been instantly recognised by her
clients.

Members of the church congregation come from all over the area as the Royston group
covers not only the town but many of the surrounding villages which lack a spiritualist
group. If you're interested in attending and want to know more, contact Judy on 01223
503345.

The group will be holding its first spiritual and physical well-being event on October 10" at
Royston Town Hall, where there will be a selection of the area's top mediums ready and
waiting to channel messages from the spirit world. Judy will be doing her psychic art and
there will also be a selection of physical therapists including, it is hoped, practitioners of
such things as Reiki, reflexology, chakra work and others.

Also, as a special treat, members of the group who are fledglings and haven't yet learned
to fly, will be offering readings and demonstrations throughout the day, all for free.
Refreshments will be available and all proceeds will go to the Royston Spiritualist Church.

For further information contact Judy Moule on 01223 503345.
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BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

The gardeners club have held two totally different meetings since the
last Journal. On the evening of 1% July, when we visited Daisy Roots
and were told how the owner had set up and expanded her nursery,
followed by an interesting look at the perennials and shrubs in the
nursery. The meeting on 5 August was our show of members' fruit,
flowers and vegetables. There was an excellent turnout of both
produce and members. The judges did a tremendous job (not a job |
would like to do) and the Certificate for Most Points in the Show went
this year to Roy Ellard. Well done Roy.

Members were reminded about the upcoming visit to the Fairhaven

Woodland and Water Garden on 1% October, and the price for club

members is £20 and non-members £25. We leave from Market Hill,

Buntingford at 9:30am and as usual we will be stopping for lunch and

a look round, possibly in Norwich. It should be a good day out, so if you are interested
please call me.

Our meeting on Wednesday 2" September includes a new speaker to the circuit, Dave
Dellar, who will speak on the 'Principles of Garden Design'. Perhaps we will all be
changing our gardens around, who knows. The competition is a photograph from a club
trip. The meeting commences at 7:45pm for 8:00pm at the United Reform Church in
Baldock Road, Buntingford. Do come and see what you can do with your garden and enjoy
meeting like-minded people.

Margaret Howarth — 01763 289211

4 Buntingford x
Carnival Committee

Buntingford Carnival Saturday 19th June 2010

September has arrived and we are all thinking about Christmas when we should
actually be thinking about next year's Buntingford Carnival.

The committee has met several times to discuss ideas for the day and, after sifting
through suggestions made for the theme at the Overtures fund-raising event at
Freman College, it has been decided that the theme for the 2010 carnival will be:

Fashion Since Time Began

The theme should open a vast cavern in your imagination for floafs or just dressing
up on the day, to make it areally fun event.

Stall space in the High Street will be restricted due to the abundance of bollards
that have been springing up all along the street, so if you want a stall, you will
have to getin early when the forms are sent out after Christmas.

Remember it is only nine months to the next carnival — not long now. Thinking caps
on and | will speak to you again when | have some more news.

Ashley Cantor
Chairman Buntingford Carnival Committee
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IT'S GOOD TO TALK

Communication is a wonderful thing, we are told, especially by the purveyors of mobile
telephones, computers, Internet providers and the like. It is now hard to remember what is
was like to make a telephone call about 30 years ago. First it had to be essential, none of
that "Hello Tracy, I'm in the Co-op where are you?" "You're in the Co-op." "Wow! That's
amazing!! Haven't seen you since mixed veg. isn't that faaantaaatic?"

Making a telephone call in the days when it was all part of the Post Office meant a walk in
the rain to the local telephone kiosk, where you stood in a queue whilst the incumbent
struggled to be connected. When they eventually vacated the booth and you gained entry
you were greeted by that highly evocative, scented aroma so unique to the Phone Box, a
mixture of stale tobacco smoke, Brylcreem, and not a little of bodily evacuations. (It always
interested me why anybody would want to use a phone box as a toilet, unless you were an
over excited heavy breather. After all, in days of yore, it was probably the only electrically
lit, totally windowed place for miles.) Then you had to have coins, usually large old-
fashioned pennies or later silver, which you placed in the appropriate slot that was usually
blocked up with fag ash and chewing gum and with luck you might be connected, if you
didn't in the meantime drop the Bakelite receiver and crush a limb. The only compensation
was to press button 'B' and see if there was any spare coins left in the system. The really
astute would use a bent piece of wire to dislodge the paper jammed in the 'money back’
chute by wide boys and retrieve un-claimed coins. But all things must pass and now we
wouldn't be without our mobile phones!

| was unaware of the speed of development of these communication facilitators (I'm trying
to grasp the jargon) when | recently had the need to renew the contract on my own mobile
phone. | had resisted the siren call of texting and mindless chatter for years but my
offspring convinced me that as | was approaching my dotage it was "Best if you had one,
just in case". Bearing mind that in the event of an emergency (I think they were
diplomatically referring to an incident that meant flashing blue lights), | would first have to
locate the phone hidden about my person, find my spectacles, and then find the right
ones, then try and dial the right number by which time it would have been too late! But |
digress.

| telephoned the company 31 days before the contract renewal and spoke to a rather nice
lady from Delhi who couldn't understand me and | couldn't understand her, but after a half
hour of arm waving and raised voices both ends, | established that | was a day early so |
had to ring back the next day where upon | spoke to her cousin in Calcutta who said "No
problem" to every question and assured me that my contract was extended for another 18
months, and | would receive another phone. "Can | be helping you with anything else and
would | mind sparing a further ten minutes answering some questions on service, thanking
you very much sir?"

"Whoa! A new phone, how much was that going to cost?" "No cost, thanking you very
much, anything more | can help you with sir today?" As promised next day a courier
company delivered a parcel, which, eventually after taking a carving knife to the
packaging, gave up my new phone, complete with enough wires and strange plug type
things to build a sizable transmitter.

Being a complete novice at these things (I still can't programme my VCR/ DVD player) |
thought | would do the logical thing and consult the instruction manual, which was the
largest thing in the box.

After first spending a minute or two deciding if | wanted to have the instructions in any one
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of ten different languages (as it turned out it really didn't matter as even in my mother
tongue | got confused after the second line of "Your phone operation made simple") | took
the new shiny gadget from its wrapping. Totally against normal procedure, | thought it no
bad thing on this occasion to consult the manual. | normally put this to one side and only
refer to those pages when | have spent a morning trying to assemble anything without the
instructions. First up | tried to insert the battery but it meant opening the back. After
scanning the booklet for a few minutes | found the secret of its innards on page 16, but it
was only by luck, as the booklet didn't actually show how it was done! Next insert SIM
card! (I learnt that from the youngest child of a close friend with the comment "See!
Simple?") But in doing so a bit flew out and after half an hour crawling around on the
carpet it was retrieved by which time | had forgotten where it came from.

But help was at hand with a timely visit from one of my off-spring who was ‘just visiting'
and incorporating a locust style attack on our refrigerator. Within seconds and using some
form of legerdemain, inserted part and placed the SIM card in the appropriate orifice. In a
blur of movement, he reassembled the phone and with a wave of his bacon butty filled
hand, (all part of the service we provide for passing off-spring) grabbing two carrier bags
full of enough food to keep a third world country going for a month, he was off.

Back to the handbook — 'How to switch on phone'. Pages one through 18 failed to inform
me of this rudimentary instruction, despite pages one to four on how to get the most from
my phone (calls would be nice) and asking if | wanted my phone as a 'networking tool or
fashion statement'. Who writes this stuff? Fashion statement? For one whose dress sense
was once described by a drunken French matelot on Brittany Ferries as "Is shabby chic,
oui?" I don't think a bit of stainless steel and plastic was going to do the trick.

But not to be deterred | waded on through Manufacturers Limited Warranty (the Limited
worried me), index, ten languages, safety (including switch on safely) if only | could, |
would risk a bit of danger! Helpful Hints and what can | do to resolve operation issues
(there's that word 'issues' again), Enhancements that would connect me to the World Wide
Web, | got to page 20 (by which time | was losing the will to live) | found the answer! The
red button in the corner. Deep joy! | pressed and low and behold the screen stayed blank!
Pages 40 to 45 finally advised me to talk to supplier. (Good job we still have a land line).
Back we go to Calcutta and after a number of "Would you be holding on please?" and
speaking to what felt like half the Asian sub-continent, | was told to take phone to my
nearest agent. "Can | be helping you with anything else today?"

A few days later | found my local stockist 28 miles away (I guess that is local in the
Punjab) and when presenting the box within which none of the wires and gadgets had
refitted and looked like a lot of knitting, was told by the very helpful assistant with a deep
Caribbean tone: "Man | dun never seen one of dees act like this." However within minutes
he had replaced the phone with another and somehow stowed all the wires and gadgets
back in the box and | was on my way.

All I have to do now is figure out how to take off the predictive text option and thereby stop
sending any rude or confusing messages to my friends and family. ("Friends and Family?
Have you considered that option and can | be helping you with anything else today, thank
you very much?") and stop the camera option taking pictures of the inside of my trousers
pockets and | will be talking to the world again.

I don't think | will be considering various options and as for a fashion statement?

Red Phone Boxes | love you!
Vyse
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RECALL

The recall is a huge problem for the majority of pet owners.
Usually with pet dogs the problems are very clear; the
owner has zero control or respect from the animal within a
certain area, such as the park. While your dog is young and
insecure, a perfect recall is common, and if you build from
this situation problems do not often arise. However, now we
have an older animal that is confident and leading the
charge, work is required.

Firstly it's important to go back to basics, regaining control
of your dog and preventing dangerous situations from
arising. Your dog is used to calling the shots, if he runs
towards another dog and you stand and call him or follow,
that is incorrect, as you are giving a command you can not
enforce and providing support for the charge.

. You need to teach the word 'come’. Put your dog on the lead or work in a quiet area at

first where there are fewer distractions.

Make it clear for your dog as with all exercises. Don't constantly talk to your animal,
only when he is coming towards you should you praise enthusiastically. If the dog's
attention wanders, go quiet and walk in the opposite direction from the dog.

. You are the alpha and it's important to remember this throughout training sessions and

the dog's day. Be very determined and consistent; this will gain respect from your
canine friend. By going back to basics, and only moving on once you have good solid
results, you don't allow your dog to get into situations you can't control, during which
time the dog is always obeying your commands and you are taking control back/ calling
the shots. Once you are calling the shots the dog will want to be with you as you are
the pack leader.

Handy tips to remember with the recall exercise:

Teach the word 'COME' (on the lead with the older dog to start with).

Try not to approach your dog, get the animal to come towards you and encourage
enthusiastically when the dog moves in the correct direction.

Change the direction in which you walk when exercising your dog. Be unpredictable.
You want the dog to watch you, not you watching the dog. Remember you are the
controller or alpha.

Treat your dog when it comes to you either by playing with a toy or giving the dog a
food reward. Get control (sit position in front of you) and always finish on a good note.
By doing so the dog learns that good things happen around you, the alpha.

Never chase your dog or puppy, although you might think this is a game, all you are letting
the dog know is that it has four legs and that you have two.

Adem Fehmi
DOG-EASE

07957284406 or ademfehmi@yahoo.co.uk
Please do not hesitate to visit my website: www.dog-ease.co.uk
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4 BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
== A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

Many of you will be aware of the planning application that has been submitted for land
adjacent to London Road. A very well attended meeting was convened by the Town
Council to view and discuss the proposals. The Town Council's concerns are well
documented but to summarise, the main issues of concern are the segregation of private
and social housing, the poor transport facilities and over-development.

We understand that the proposals will be considered, by the Development Control
Committee of the District Council in September. Reports of the final decisions will appear
in the local press. The plans are currently available to view in the Manor House
Reception.

The Town Council has decided to completely refurbish the skate ramps at Norfolk Road
Playing Field. This will involve stripping down the structure to the main frame, stabilising
and then fitting new steel sides. The running surface will be steel and then coated with a
rubberised paint. It was accepted that the ramps are well used by the young people of the
town and the expenditure justified.

Jill Jones MILCM

Town Clerk
TowN COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
Tuesday 8" Youth Committee — 4:00pm
Thursday 26" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 10" Amenities Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 10" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 17" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 24" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 24" Full Council — 8:00pm

All meetings will be held at The Manor House
All members of the public are welcome to attend
Office hours: Monday — Thursday  9:00am — 5:00pm, closed Fridays

Tel: 01763 272222
email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040
or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com

Please note: The diary in the Manor House, for local organisations to enter their events to
ensure they do not clash, was not being utilised and has been removed.
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Buntingford Swimming Club
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There's been a lot going on since the last Club report.

We held our triathlon competition again this year, which turned out to be a super day with
everyone making the most of the sunshine. There were 125 competitors, of all ages, who
took part and the event has gained popularity, as we even had a family from
Northamptonshire taking part. The club pushed the boat out and had a competition referee
from the National Association running the event. We are pleased to say that we were
scored very highly in her report, which is sent to the Association. The club scored 10 out of
10 in all bar two boxes, but we will make sure we score 100% next year.

Every competitor who finished the course was presented with a medal as they crossed the
finishing line, with winners' trophies being presented by our local District Councillor, John
Warren.

On the competition front, the club did very well in the 'Peanut’ series of galas, for the
younger swimmers up to the age of 12. Over the three galas, lots of personal best times
were recorded and there were some very close finishes. In the final round we came third,
by only one point, with Broxbourne SC and Kings Langley tying for first place. We ended
up in 8" position at the final count, which is the highest position the club has attained.

The club is not preparing for this years Club Championships, which will be held on the last
Thursday in September and the first Thursday in October. We are all looking forward to a
good competition, again with lots of entries from the children.

We have accepted an invitation from Broxbourne SC to put a team in their 'Brocks' gala, to
be held at the Fanshawe pool in Ware later in the year. We will also be entering a girls and
a boys team for the County Daplyn Trophy competitions and entering swimmers into the
County Development meeting.

Buntingford Swimming Club now has more qualified people on the poolside, with another
'Level 2' teacher and a couple of 'Level 1' teachers, who are going on to take their 'Level 2'
as soon as possible, which is great news for the future of the Club.

As usual, we extend an invitation to any swimmers who are in the area, to come along and
see us. We would especially like to see any youngsters aged 8 or 9. If you require any
information about the club, please contact me on 01920 821722.

Alan Bowell
Chief Coach — Buntingford Swimming Club

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE * BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢ CO-OP SUPERMARKET
COUNTRY FLOWERS ¢ DELISSIMO ¢« FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢ KIRKHAMS * MARK DOEL
PIGGOTTS * QUILLER BOOKS * WESTMILL TEA ROOM




The 9" Buntingford Classic Event

September 5™ sees the annual Buntingford Classic Event come to town. Classic cars,
trucks, tractors and bikes of all ages will again adorn our historic High Street with a vibrant
and colourful spectacle.

For the enthusiastic classic vehicle owner, the event represents the perfect opportunity to
polish up the chrome and enjoy like-minded company. For the casual onlooker, the free
admission to the event gives a rare opportunity to soak up real nostalgia in the historic
setting. One can really imagine some of the real vintage motors hobbling along
Buntingford's original cobble streets, surrounded by its old Tudor scene.

Known to locals as The Classic Car Show, the event is a firm favourite attracting over
2,000 visitors to the town, curious to marvel at the vehicles and enjoy the town. In its ninth
year the event is growing in popularity attracting visitors from all over the region as well as
some overseas visitors and exhibitors.

There's plenty going on in town all day. Several barbeques and a hog roast will be on
offer, as well as a number of fabulous live musicians entertaining you on every street
corner. All of the shops should be open as usual, although access to them by car may be
restricted.

Whatever you had planned for Saturday 5" — don't do it unless it includes a visit to our
High Street first.

Event timetable:

08:00 Road closure & diversions
09:30-11:00 Exhibitors arrive and park
11:00 Event opens to the public
13:30 Judging of Awards ends
15:15 Prize-Giving

16:00 Event ends

17:00 Roads re-open
Information:

Parking, FREE ALL DAY in the Bowling
Green Lane car park (parking bays in
High Street and Market Hill will be closed
for the event).

FREE admission to visitors.

Exhibitors entrance fee is just £3.

FREE toilets by the car park. FIRST AIDERS will be on hand. DIVERSIONS - around
Buntingford all day, please be patient and follow the designated routes.

Music Scene:

We expect a variety of musical entertainment taking place throughout the event. Expect
the usual mix of jazz, blues, dad-rock and soul with some modern highlights. Please check
the public notice boards and information board for details on the day.

Help!
The event only takes place because of the selfless effort of a few. If next year (the 10"

event) is to take place, extra support in organising is essential. Please email
info@buntingfordclassic.com if you can lend a hand.
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BALA
(Buntingford Action for the Less Able)

‘A Big Thank You'

We would like to express our thanks to the Buntingford Firemen, local Police Officers and
the Police Community Support Officers who organised a charity football match on 29th
May 2009.

The football match was a great idea and enjoyed by many, making a handsome profit with
the aid of local help and sponsorship. A football match is always popular! Will they do it
again? We hope so for the people of Buntingford, although we do understand the immense
organisation and hard work it takes.

It was a surprise and very much appreciated, to be presented with half of the profits, a
cheque for £720!

To all concerned, a very big 'Thank You' for thinking of us. We will certainly put the money
to good use.

Veronica Easley
On behalf of the trustees of BAL A

ST NICHOLAS’S CHURCH
GREAT MUNDEN

Saturday 26th September 2009 - 7:30pm
Candle-lit Concert — Cello & Piano

JAMIE WALTON - cello (1712 Guarneri) (www.jamiewalton.com)
and
DANIEL GRIMWOOD - piano (Steinway) (www.danielgrimwood.co.uk)

FAURE (Elegy), RACHMANINOV (Sonata in G minor, op. 19),
GRIEG (Sonata in A minor, op.36)
Seating on chairs in the half-round

Tickets £20 from the Hertford Tourist Information Centre
Telephone 01992 584322

In aid of the St Nicholas Church Fund,
a Registered Charity (No. 1051552)

Presented by Howard & Sheila Guard
(the owners of St Nicholas's Church)
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UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE was Started, which has been well supported.
September is going to be very busy. A new Bridge
for beginners group starts on September 3™.
The first week will be spent learning to play variations of Whist, to get the group ready for
the tutor at the following meeting. A minimum of eight people is required and there will be
a charge of £5 per session.

BUNTINGFORD During August and a new 'Coffee & Chat' group

A new six-week course of 'Yogic Breathing' classes starts on September 7" with a fee of
£24. The class is being taken by Vidyut Sharma and offers a fantastic way of exercising
the whole body, inside and out, while sitting in a chair!

All members are invited to join the Local History Group's walk of Buntingford High Street
being guided by Robin Webb on September 21, meeting at 10:20am at the Manor House.
Allow up to two hours, donation of £2/£3.

With the autumn coming it is hoped to start up a 'Reading Group', 'Scrabble/Games
Group', and a 'Discussion Group' to help members through the winter months. If any of
these interests you or you would like more information about U3A please contact Christine
Jefferies on 01763 273466 or Jean Devenish on 01763 271783.

We would like to thank Mr Basra, Buntingford Town Council and the Co-op for their
generous donations to Buntingford U3A. We are now able to purchase audio, visual and
computer equipment to enhance our meetings and help our members to learn new skills.
Our membership is continuing to grow and many new friendships have formed and old
ones renewed.

GROUP ACTIVITIES

Most Tuesdays Singing for Pleasure 2:00pm — 4:00pm

Contact Christine Jefferies 01763 273466 59 High Street

Thursday 3™ Sept Walking Group 10:00am — 12:00pm

Contact Linda Hood 01763 272020

Thursday 3™ Sept Bridge for Beginners 10:00am new fortnightly course
Contact Jean Devenish 01763 271783 67 Monks Walk

Thursday from 3™ Sept Coffee & Chat 2:00pm — 4:00pm

Contact Gill Southgate 01763 271892 TBA

Mondays from 7'" Sept Yogic Breathing (6-week course) 10:00am — 11:15am approx
Contact Jean Devenish 01763 271783 Seth Ward Community Centre
Friday 11" Sept Computers (all levels) 10:00am — 12noon

Contact Alan Rumble 01920 823608 Youth Club op Post Office
Monday 14" Sept Monthly Meeting 2:00pm — 4:00pm

Contact Christine Jefferies  Victorian Courtship & Marriage Seth Ward Community Centre
Wednesday 16" Sept Strollers Group 2 TBA

Contact Evelyn Smith 01763 272241

Every Wed from 16" Sept Conversational French 1:00pm — 3:00pm

Contact Diane Sheppard 01920 823743 The Crown

Friday 18" Sept Photography 2:00pm — 4:00pm

Contact David Smith 01763 849023 URCH

Monday 21t Sept Guided walk High Street 10:20am details above
Contact Colin Gibbons 01763 271398 Meet Manor House

TBA Strollers Group 1 TBA

Contact Mick Westwood 01763 272594
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Pre-season is now over and | am pleased to say that we had registered enough players for
both our first and reserve teams, two weeks before the league season started, which is
surely a club record! It is a sign of the good work being carried out by our team managers
at the moment and this has also been reflected on the pitch.

The first friendly was at Campton FC, which we won 1-0, and this was followed by a
superb 2-1 victory at Fowlmere on their own turf. Against Cottered the squad led 2-0 at
half time but eventually found themselves hanging on for a 2-2 draw, with the opposition
putting in a typically tenacious performance. A week later we saw a tough 1-1 draw fought
out at Broxbourne Badgers in blistering heat. The two remaining friendlies before the
2009/10 campaign began saw a 7-1 victory over Braughing Rovers and a 4-4 draw with
Cottered Reserves.

The first league match of the season was at home to Bushey Rangers and the side went
down to the only goal of the match, which was scored with virtually the last kick of the
game. Buntingford played well, but were unable to create enough goalmouth chances. We
have a much-changed squad this season and a lot of the players are new to this standard
of football — it will take time for them to find their feet, but they are a very capable bunch
and can only improve. There is room for much optimism at the moment.

Unfortunately during our build up to the 2009/10 season we received the sad news that
Frank Aylott, who was the mainstay of Buntingford Town FC for many decades, passed
away on 25" July.

Frank played his first match for the club as a teenager during the 1930’s and later formed
the now legendary 'Nomads' when Buntingford Town FC was temporarily disbanded due
to the outbreak of World War Il. Frank continued to serve the club he loved not only as a
player (he played his last game in his 50's), but also as a manager, club secretary and vice
-president for many years; indeed, were it not for his efforts over the decades the club
would have long ceased to exist.

A packed St Peter's church on 5" August was testament to the popularity and respect
earned by Buntingford's 'Mr Football. | am sure you will join us in expressing our
condolences to Frank's family and friends. We will miss him.

Chris Thurgill — Chairman, Buntingford Town FC

Did you attend Buntingford Senior School in the
years between 1939 — 1945?
We want to hear from you
if you haven't already heard from us!

Please contact Edwinstree School
on 01763 271446 or
email diane.george@edwinstree.herts.sch.uk
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