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POLICE STATION:
Baldock Road, Buntingford

GAS

ELECTRICITY

WATER (Veolia)

WATER (Affinity Water)
SEWERAGE (Thames Water)
FLOODLINE

DOCTORS:
Buntingford Medical Centre,
White Hart Close

B ASH (Buntingford Action
for Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
RAPE, RACE or HATE CRIME

LOCAL COUNCILS

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY
77 High Street, Buntingford,
SG9 9AE 101763 274 608

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST
HERTS:

BUNTINGFORD FOOD SUPPORT

I USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

Non-emergency telephone: 101
In emergencies dial 999

Emergency (gas leaks) — Freephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) — Freephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency — Freephone 0800 376 5325

Emergency — 0345 357 2407

Emergency — Telephone 0800 316 9800

Emergency — 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60

Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Bash volunteer drivers providing transport to medical

appointments Tel: 07787 183 288

Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554 440
(in emergency, dial 999)

Buntingford Town Council: 01763 272 222
East Herts District Council: 01279 655 261
Housing = 01279 714 714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373 852

FOR EMERGENCIES out of office hours:
01279 655 261

Adult Care Services: 0300 123 4042
Children’s Services: 0300 123 4043
Hertfordshire Highways: Report faults online:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/highwayfaults

Tel: 0300 123 4047

Opening times: Mon, Tue, Thur 10:00 - 17:30
Fri 14:00 — 17:30 Sat 9:00 - 13:00

Telephone enquiries — 0300 123 4049

Option 1 — Renewals 3:00 — 23:45 every day
Option 2 — All other enquiries Mon-Fri 8:00 — 20:00,
Sat 9:00 - 18:00.

More info: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

Call the CAB Message Line on 01920 459 944 at
anytime and they will call you back. They aim to return
calls within 24 hours (except at weekends).
www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk

Buntingfordfoodhub@gmail.com | 07842 889 772



LETTER FROM

ello and welcome back! | hope you all
had a lovely summer and didn't
completely melt in those heatwaves.

| returned to a very full inbox of
content for this October issue, full of returning
clubs news and local stories. | was really
happy to see the story about our very own
local barber/author/psychologist/historian
recognised with a uk publication of her book,
which you can read about on p.?, what an
incredibly talented lady!

| was also delighted to see the write up on

the opening of our very own Men's Shed in
it's own purpose built premises. Our mental
health is such an important thing to nurture
and for so many reasons we can find ourselves
not feeling great mentally. The companionship
and support of initiatives like this are a lifeline
to many people suffering from isolation,
loneliness, depression, anxiety and stress

or people who just want to find a sense of
purpose and feel more part of the community.
Read all about it and how you can join or get
involved on p.8.

We also have a write up on Buntingford's
Premier event of the year... yes it was Classic
Car Show time again! And thanks to the hard
work of everyone involved, it was once again
a huge success. Have a look at the winners
on p.10.

We also have an interesting article on p.16
from the Swifts and House Martins group
advising on how we can all play a part in
preserving the dwindling numbers of these

amazing birds.

Enjoy!
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Editorial copy deadline for the next
Journal is: 15th OCTOBER.

Please send all contributions to the editor
on the email address above.

The editor reserves the right to edit
copy received, and add or omit pictures
where necessary.

The views expressed in the letters, emails
and articles in the Buntingford Journal
are not necessarily those of

the editor.

The Buntingford Journal is published by,
but is editorially independent of,

the Buntingford Civic Society. For
information on how to join the Society
and have the Journal delivered to

your door for free, please email:
membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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elcome back, we hope you

enjoyed the summer break,

especially the weather,

although some days were
a bit unbearable due to the heatwave,
however it is widely reported that this
may become the norm. Maybe time to
consider preparing for next summer,
especially drought resistant garden
plants for the garden.

————

Each year the
Society donates
a monetary
gift to Freman
College to be
presented to

a student that,
in the opinion
of the judges,
was active in
“Community
Service”. The winner for 2026 was
Venedia Chen and the photo shows her
being presented with the award on our
behalf by our Town Mayor, Cllr Duncan
Wallace. Venedia was recognised for
her support for the local community
through environmental work, including
the planting of hundreds of daffodil and
crocus bulbs, and for her service to the
Freman Community through supporting
other students and staff with many
daytime and after-school events over
the last 2 years. Our congratulations to
Venedia on winning the award.

e

The Society is pleased to welcome a new
executive committee member, Pam
Hibberd. Pam has many years’ experience
in different forms of employment

ranging from Finance, Engineering and

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Graham Waite, Chairman
chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Member of

Commercial Sales. She was, until recently,
secretary to the Seth Ward Alms Trust, a
position held for 10 years. We are sure
that Pam will be an asset to the executive
committee and the Society.

On the planning front, the Planning appeal
by Hallam Land to build 600 dwellings on
land west of the A10, north of the A 507,
commenced on Tuesday 8th September
and concluded on the 18th September.
Buntingford was well represented at

the Inquiry on Day 1 by our Mayor Clir
Duuncan Wallace, Chris Berry from CPRE,
one of our District Councillors, Clir Sue
Nichols and Tracy Russ from Throcking. We
await the Inspectors decision on the appeal
which would normally be approximately 3
to 4 weeks.

By the time you read this, we will have
had the by-election for the vacancy on
the Town Council. We hope that the new
councillor, whoever he/she is, enjoys their
time serving on the council. A note for
your diary, full Town Council election -
6th May 2027.

Finally just a gentle reminder that at the
end of this month (October) the clocks go
back 1 hour at 2am on the 25th, heralding
the approach of Winter.

Please visit our website www.
buntingfordcivic.org.uk and our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
buntingfordcivicsociety .

We hope you enjoy this October issue of
the Journal.

D, (aife

Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society

reg. Charity: 1014873



B untingford

urther to our report in last month’s

Journal, we now know that 10

electors called for a by-election,

this will take place on the 24th
September at the Seth Ward Community
Centre. There are four candidates to fill
one vacancy. The new Councillor will serve
until May next year when a full election
will be held for all 12 places on the Town
Council. To ensure everyone was aware of
the by-election, the Town Council took the
decision to send poll cards to all of those
entitled to vote.

Following the opening of the new 3G
facility at Freman College we are now able
to offer regular slots at the Multi Games
Area at Norfolk Road Playing Field. If your
group or team would like to book, please
give us a call and we can let you know
what times are available.

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL |

01763 272 222
clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB
B @buntingfordtc g @BuntingfordTC
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-5pm; closed Friday

Due to significant fly tipping of garden
waste, the Town Council erected a fence
between Hare Street Road Wildlife Area
and Dray Gardens, closing unofficial
access points into the area. This has not
proved to be popular with residents

and the fence has been dismantled on
more than one occasion. We would ask
residents to please use their brown bins
when disposing of garden waste.

We will be planting a further 1000 bulbs at
Layston Cemetery on 31st October at
10am, all volunteers to help with the
planting would be most welcome.

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town
Council has published a number of Privacy
Notices, these can be viewed on the Town
Council web site.

Jill Jones PSLCC Cert HE -Town Clerk

Thursday 1st October  7pm
Thursday 8th October  7pm
Thursday 29th October 7pm

Town Council meetings for the month of October are:

Amenities Committee.

Planning and 7.15pm Resources Committee
Planning and 7.15pm Full Council

All meetings held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise.
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SHED
Buntingford Men's Shed

‘Shed’ is a community focused,
member led, charity space,
designed to help reduce
loneliness, combat social
isolation and improve overall wellbeing.

Originally, Buntingford Men’s Shed held
their meetings at the Manor House. One
of the first things discussed at these
meetings from a growing membership,
was to find suitable premises.

We set about looking for a location in
or around Buntingford. Time was passing
and we thought, like other ‘Sheds’ it
could take a year or two, then, out of the
blue we were contacted by the Anchor
Group, owners of Layston Grove Care
Home with an offer to lease a part of
their Buntingford site. We set about
raising funds, get planning permission
and order a 'log cabin’ that the Shed
membership built together.

Donors include: Layston Grove Care
Home. The Frank Litchfield Charitable
Trust. The National Lottery Community
Fund. The Buntingford Memorial Charity.
UK government and East Herts District
Council. Buntingford Town Council. The
Herts Community Foundation. The Giving
Machine, not forgetting all donations from
town residents.

www.buntingfordmensshed.org.uk -
Phil Ricketts, Trustee
Founded June 2025

A special thanks too for all who have
donated tools, | personally collected
many of these tools, almost all, sadly,
following the loss of a loved one. We have
gratefully received them all.

Buntingford Men’s Shed celebrated its
official Grand opening on 20th August,
marking an important milestone for the
Charity and its members.

We were delighted to welcome
Buntingford Mayor ClIr Duncan Wallace
who officially opened the Shed, helping
us celebrate the occasion alongside
members, dignitaries, supporters, friends
and the local community.

The event was kindly hosted by Layston
Grove Care Home, welcoming everyone
and laying on beer and burgers for the
occasion. Needless to say, both went
down extremely well!

A huge thank you to Cllr Duncan Wallace,
Layston Grove Care Home and everyone

who joined us to help make the day such

a success.

For more information, please visit:
buntingfordmensshed.org.uk



FROM BUNTINGFORD T0 THE PAGES OF HISTORY

y name is Anna Klosinska, and
many people in Buntingford
may know me as one of the
owners of Suave Barber Shop.
Alongside my work as a barber, | am also
a psychologist, a family-history researcher
and, more recently, a published author.

My first historical novel, The Road Home:
Origins, has now been released in English.
It is a translation of my Polish book, Z
Toba na koniec swiata. Poczatki, which
was published earlier this year.

The novel was inspired by the true story
of my great-great-grandmother, Julia
Bielicka, and by more than ten years

of genealogical and archival research.

| spent many hours studying old
documents, photographs and family
records, as well as visiting the towns
and villages connected with my ancestors.

Set against the dramatic events of the
early twentieth century and the First
World War, the book follows an ordinary
family whose lives are changed by
conflict, displacement and loss. At its
heart, however, it is a story about love,
resilience and the determination to find
a way home.

Writing the book allowed me to bring
together my interest in psychology,
history and the experiences passed down
through generations. It also gave a voice
to people whose lives might otherwise
have been forgotten.

Although | was born in Poland,
Buntingford has been my home for many
years, and much of the book was written
here, often between working days at the
barber shop and family life.

The Road Home: Origins is available to
purchase on Amazon. Signed copies can
also be bought directly from Suave Barber
Shop in Buntingford.

I hope the book will introduce local
readers to a personal story that began in
Poland but explores universal themes of
family, courage, love and belonging.

,’l
-



Il BUNTINGFORD CLASSIC 2026

Graham Bonner

he day dawned bright and sunny
and by 8am helpers and stewards
were going about their business.

There were the usual chancers
trying to gain early access to the High
Street — they were politely turned away.

On schedule at 9am entrant’s cars were
admitted and the Stewards were soon
busy directing the entrants to their
parking spaces.

A rare and unexpected vehicle arrived — a
1900 Winton. Built in the USA and running
for the first time in 30 years. Powered by

a 1 cylinder engine and producing 9 HP.
0-60mph neverll!

Live music on the central stage started at
midday with the Peace Lillies followed by
TJ, Lissie and the Shades and Studio Blues.

By10am the majority of the entrants were
parked up and the ever increasing crowds
were soon taking advantage of the
sustenance on offer from hog roast and
burgers to ice creams and paella - not
forgetting drinks from local hostelries.

As usual prize giving took place with the
following being awarded:-

Best Car 1969 Dodge Charger
owned by
Roland Anderson
Best Bike 1987 Yamaha TZR
owned by

Adrian Baxter

Car to drive home in 1963 Triumph
TR4
owned by
Gavin

Chairmans Choice 1900 Winton
owned
by Neil Burgess

Best Car Winner: 1969 Dodge Charger

10



Our thanks go to our sponsors and volunteers without
whom the event would not happen. And also, to you the
public who as usual turned up in droves to support us.

A final word to the lady who tripped and fell in the Isobel
Hospice charity shop — she was taken to hospital by blue
light ambulance — we wish her a speedy recovery.

See you all next year — God willing.

Chairman's
Choice Winner:
1900 Winton

Car to
drive
home in
Winner:
1963
Triumph
TR4

BUNTINGFORD CLASSIC 2026 IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:  CZ )
CHERY
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B GUNTINGFORD SCHOOL OF DANCE (|

Zoé Eaglesfield

www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk

BUNTINGFORD
SCHOOL of DANCE

SCAN ME

£ Buntingford School of Dance | (0] buntingfordschoolofdance

eptember has seen us welcome lots

of new pupils of all ages to a wide

variety of classes. We still have

some space if you would like to get
in touch and come along to classes; it's
never too late to start dancing.

Over the summer, we held a fun and
challenging two-day 'Dance Fusion' course
where pupils of all ages experienced a
variety of dance styles and really got to
challenge themselves, whether trying a
dance genre for the first time or pushing
themselves in a genre they were familiar
with. Each afternoon a guest teacher
came in to teach a musical theatre-based
routine, one Michael Jackson themed and
one from the musical SIX.

Following the success of the summer
course we are re-introducing a Musical
Theatre class to our timetable from the
end of September. As well as being
tremendous fun there are numerous
benefits to Musical Theatre; Acting
promotes speaking skills, communication
and teamwork, and whilst taking on a
different role a child learns to empathize
and identify with others. The ability to
speak confidently in public, in front of
an audience, is a very valuable life skill.
Singing promotes listening skills and
trains the brain to remember timing,
patterns, rhythms, and lyrics. Whilst
Dance, apart from the obvious physical
benefits, allows your child to express
themselves creatively.

To register now for any of our classes,
complete our registration form to book
a two-week trial, or book one of our pay-
as-you-go classes. Pupils can start Baby
Boppers as soon as they are walking;

most classes start at 3 or 5 years old;
Adult classes 18 years +

WHAT WE OFFER: ACRO - BABY
BOPPERS (pay as you go) - BALLET
(including Pointe by invitation) —
COMMERCIAL/STREET DANCE -
CONTEMPORARY — MODERN/JAZZ

- STRETCH & STRENGTHEN - TAP

— HOLIDAY COURSES & WORKSHOPS
— ADULT CLASSES (pay as you go) - new
Sept 2026 MUSICAL THEATRE

Please use the QR code to take you to
the CONTACT page of our website

to register or book a Pay as you Go
class, alternatively email us at admin@
buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk for
more information.

el
BovmNGrom

K
MUSICAL THEATRE

Our Musical Theatre classes combine singing,
dancing and acting in a fun and supportive
environment, helping students develop
confidence, creativity, stage presence and
performance skills.

Classes in and around Buntingford




Buntingford
Bowls Club

Dave Murphy

t County finals day, the Senior 4

team, Phil Josling, Dave

Murphy, Tony Keeling and Gary

Warrender, lost to a very strong
Baldock four. Baldock went onto the semi
finals at Leamington, losing by 1 shot, well
done to them. Magnus Nyquist and Dave
Murphy lost in the pairs and Matthew
Murphy and partner won the Junior pairs
to become county champions.

At the National Finals in Leamington,
Gary Warrender, playing some of his best
bowls in the singles, eventually losing
21-16, Dave Murphy and Magnus Nqyuist
(pictured), after being 16-8 down, came
back to 18-18, only to lose by 1 shot on
the extra end to a Lincolnshire pair, who
went all the way through to the final. In
the Junior pairs, Matthew Murphy and his
partner, lost 21-14.

We unfortunately lost our National 2 x 4s
game against Ashford. A closely fought
game but just pipped at the post.

In the National Top Club competition, we
beat Garston, to become the
Hertfordshire champions and went on to
play Ashford again, at the Herts bowls
club, a neutral green. Following defeat
by them in the 2x4s, Buntingford were
really up for the game, winning 3-2 and
sending us into the last 16 in the country.
On 9th August we played at Malden, a
neutral green, against Bletchley Town.
Winning this game would get the club to
the National finals, the last 8 in England.
Unfortunately, it was not to be, losing the
match 3-2. We go again next year.

Buntingford are County Champions in
the County Team Ten, beating Garston in
the final.

In the County League, we are the East
Area champions, beating Northaw and
Cuffley 34-24 in the area final. At Herts
Bowls Club, where all 4 area winners
came together for the semi finals and

BUNTINGFORD BOWLS CLUB _

BOWLS ENGLAND NATIONAL FINALS

final on the 13th, we were drawn against
Townsend in the semi final, where we
won by 5 shots. In the final we played
Mill End, losing 30-26 in a close game.

At The East Herts Bowls Association
finals day, Buntingford won the New
Lyndhurst Trophy for the 4th consecutive
year. Ross Murphy won the John
Simmons Trophy, Dave Murphy won

the Officers singles for the second year
running, Tony Keeling (subbing for
Matthew Murphy) and Ross Murphy won
the 2 wood pairs. Unfortunately, both
the Triples, consisting of Bobby White,
Richard Foster and Dave Murphy and
the Fours, Brian Bushell, Arnie Manning,
Zony and Richard Penton, lost.

At the East Herts Bowls League finals at
Welwyn & District bowls club, on 12th
September, Ross Murphy won the singles.
Paul Vater and Dave Murphy won the
pairs 25-5. In the mixed pairs, Michelle
Whyley (Hertford) and Ross Murphy

lost on the last end and the fours, Brian
Bushell, Arnie Manning, Zony and Richard
Penton unfortunately also lost.

The season is slowly coming to an end.
The club finals will be played all day on
the 17th, from 10am, culminating with
the Ladies and Men’s Championships
games. The season will finish with a
second Presidents day, hosted by Jennie
Keeling, for a fun day of bowls games
and importantly, to raise more money for
the Isobel Hospice, Jennie's charity.
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INSPIRING WOMEN

e made the most of the

lovely summer (even though

it was a bit too hot at

times) and a group of us
took a boat trip on the Great Ouse in
Cambridgeshire. The Skipper told us lots
about the wildlife and history of the area
as we cruised along - a lovely relaxing
afternoon. We also enjoyed our lovely
cream tea in August in the beautiful
gardens of Pigs Nose Cottage.

Geoff Lambert was our guest at our
September meeting talking about his
passion for walking along the English
canals - all two and a half thousand

of them! He told us that the oldest

canal route connects the River Trent

to Lincolnshire and dates back to the
Romans. Most canal walks follow the
lines of railways and Geoff thinks the 15
mile stretch known as the Peak Forest
Canal is the most beautiful. Geoff does
not walk on his own - he always takes his
dog. He brought his current dog Archie
along to our meeting and told us that
Archie is also a Medical Detection Dog
(specializing in urinary infections). Geoff
raises funds for the Charity by doing his
canal talks.

Bryan Jones

ow the days are getting shorter
and the night's are getting
longer, why not come out in the
afternoon to meet new friends
and have Tea, Coffee and a game of Bingo.

14

Our next meeting is on Thursday 8th
October at 7:15 for 7:30pm and our
guest is Gary Fisher who will be talking
about The Gunpowder Plot. Visitors are
welcome to all our meetings so if you are
new to Buntingford (and even if you're
not!) just turn up on the night and come
to see what Buntingford W.1. is all about.

If you would like further information
about us please contact our Secretary
Pat on 01763 271 305.

THE BUNTINGFORD SENIOR CITIZENS' CLUB

We meet Mondays (except Bank holidays)
1:30pm for 2pm in the Church Hall
opposite The Post office in Baldock Road.

For more information, please call Val on:-
01763 272 019.



I BUNTINGFORD GARDENER'S CLUB |

Next Meeting: Wednesday, 7th October
At: The URC Hall, Baldock Road
Doors open: 7:45pm for 8pm start

eptember is the ideal time for

dividing perennials to ensure

healthy, vigorous plants that will

continue to perform year after
year. It also offers the opportunity to
multiply your plants. It is the time to
collect and sow seeds from perennials
and hardy annuals.

This month we are pleased to have David
Hinkley from GrowMad who will be
exploring garlic in depth. GrowMad is

a comprehensive online resource hub

for vegetable growing enthusiasts and
professional growers. The website offers
all gardeners advice and inspiration

-- take a look at their website; www.
growmad.co.uk

Our monthly competition is “an autumn
flower” so don't forget to bring that
along with you.

If you enjoy spending time in the garden
and want to learn more about
gardening, then why not come and join
us one evening?

Buntingford
Community
Choir

ome of you might have seen us at
Aspenden Summer Fete and seen
how much fun we had. So now is a
great time to join us at Buntingford
Choir. We have only been back since
the beginning of September and we
have lots of new songs to learn and
start preparations for some planned live
performances. Hopefully | will have details
for the next edition.

\ NhN

We are very friendly group and have
meetings on the 1st Wednesday of every
month (with exceptions of January and
August). We like to book a variety of
speakers throughout the year, providing
interesting talks and demonstrations. We
also have regular outings, socials with
quizzes and competitions too!

There is always time after the main event
for a cuppa tea or coffee and a chat.

Annual membership cost is only £20 and
visitors are always welcome at £4 per visit.
Come and see what goes on — there is no
upfront commitment.

For more information, our secretary
would love to hear from you, telephone
07757 259 689.

Hope to see you therel!

www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk -

info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
Paul Webster

As always if you want to come along to
Millfield School any Monday evening, (not
Bank Holidays), at 7.30pm you would be
most welcome.

Further details please contact me at
info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
or via the website

www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk



I CAN YOU HELP BUNTINGFORD’S SWIFTS AND [N
Hﬂ“SE MARTINS? Gavin Vicary, North East

Hertfordshire Swift Group

untingford is home to two native
birds, swifts and house martins, that
are now red listed for conservation
concern as they have both
undergone big declines in their numbers.

All is not lost however, as swift groups
have sprung up all over the country and
are installing specially designed swift
boxes to try and reverse the declines.
We also lobby for hollow bricks called
swift bricks in new housing that give
swifts and other birds a place to nest.

In addition, we install 3D printed house
martin cups that mimic the nests that
these birds make from mud under the
eaves of houses and other buildings.

We are hoping to have an installation day
in Buntingford and if you would like to
take part then please contact us on our
email at nehswifts@gmail.com.

We will visit beforehand to check that the © Robe o

location is suitable and advise on the best suitable locations can be more impor‘tant’
place for a box or cup to be situated. but we will be pleased to advise on this
The cost is £40 for a swift box or £30 for for anyone who is interested.

a house martin cup, which includes the
installation on your building.

Swifts are fast-flying, spectacular birds that
only spend a few weeks in the UK as they
come here to breed from Africa. They
rarely land and fly continuously through
day and night. They eat sleep and

mate on the wing and in its lifetime, an
individual swift, can fly as many as four
million miles.

They nest in towns and cities, in small
gaps in roofs and eaves but modern
building methods are gradually excluding
swifts from these spaces.

Swifts are relatively clean birds and should
not cause a nuisance. House martins can
make more mess and siting the cups in




I BUNTINGFORD FESTIVAL

Buntingford
Festival Choir
Steps Out for
First Ticketed
Concerts

T

w\%

A

ollowing last month’s
introduction to the
Buntingford Festival
Choir, our members
have been working hard
in rehearsals ahead of an
exciting milestone: our very
first independent, ticketed
concert series. Having
previously performed
exclusively for church
services and free community
events, we are incredibly
excited to take this next
step and look forward to
sharing our music with a
packed audience.

sy
B
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CHRIST CHURCI

Centered in Buntingford,
our choir brings together
four-part harmony singers
from across the town

and the wider surrounding region.
Because we operate without a permanent
accompanist, we nearly always sing
completely unaccompanied. Our weekly
Thursday night rehearsals are highly
focused as we craft our signature close
vocal blend, but they are also a wonderful
social highlight for our members who
simply love singing together.

We want to make these upcoming
performances a real celebration of
regional music-making, and we would love
for as many local residents as possible to
come along and support us. Ticket sales

A HARVEST OF SOUND

) EEONPRSCENTURIES OF CHORAL MASTERPIECE‘S_-%

_:"Byrd - Rheinberger - Sibelius - Bruckner - Vaughan Williams
¥ - Karl Jenkins - Ola Gjeilo - Sarah Quartel - John Tavener
‘Frank Bridge - Philip Stopford - Richard Rodney Ben:
L % i

URDAY 3RD OCTOBER | 4PM
CHRIST CHURCH
dock Road, Buntingford
i

CHOIR [

3

P

BUNTINGFORD
FESTIVAL CHOIR

PR B -8B N'T.§

N

8 ST MARY'S

are vital to our future, directly funding our
sheet music and administrative costs, and
we are proud to share that 50% of the
profits will go directly back to our beautiful
hosting venues.

Full details of the dates, times, and
locations can be found on the above
concert poster. Please do come along,
enjoy a glass of wine or a soft drink
during the interval, and share in this
special milestone with us. If you are
tempted to join our ranks, visit www.
buntingfordfestivalchoir.org or email
sing@buntingfordfestivalchoir.org.
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ollowing our summer break, the
Braughing Get Together team is
back, fully refreshed and raring to
so with a new block of events.

Friday 9th October: “Foul Murders in
East Anglia”. Just when you thought

it safe to go out, we thought you may
change your minds when you hear our
guest speaker, ex policeman Mike Wabe.
Cost is £7.50 to include table snacks

Friday 6th November: "There'll always
be an England". Back by popular
demand is a trip by coach to the Brick
Lane Theatre, where we will enjoy a 3
course lunch followed by a flag waving
sing-along show. Cost £85 pp to include
your coach return trip. Early booking

is essential to not miss out as seats

are limited.

Barbara Norris

are DPS new season

commences on Wednesday

2 September at Thundridge

Village Hall from 8pm -
10pm. Details of the new programme
will be available on the website. New
members are always most welcome to
come along.

The Annual Exhibition is being held on
Saturday 10 October at Thundridge
Village Hall from 10.00am - 4.00pm.
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Look out for our posters, emails and social
media for more details closer to the events.

Braughing Get Together events are held
in the Braughing Church Hall and doors
open at 7pm, unless otherwise stated.

Our events are open to all, including those
from outside of Braughing, to enjoy each
others company and make new friends.

To reserve your places or for more
information contact Cynthia Matthews:

cynthia.matthews44@gmail.com
01920 822 230 or 07933 202 547

B WARE & DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY [

WWW.WaI’epS.OFg.Uk

Free admission. Refreshments

including homemade cakes available to
purchase. The exhibition also includes
an exhibition of hand embroideries by
Standon Embroidery Group and Hertford
U3A Group. Further information from
Barbara Norris - T: 01920 822104 or see
the poster in due course.



Teaching fitness since 1998

Personal Training, Venue Exercise
Classes, Online Exercise Classes
and Pre Recorded Workouts

Fitness Pilates, Circuits, Dance Fit, HIIT,
Hooping, Boxing & Mindfullness Classes and
workshops

WWW.JACQUI-SMITH.NET
07956 647806

Regular movement can help reduce
stress, improve your mood, and
boost your energy, helping you
feel your best as we move into the
colder, darker winter months.

HAPpy Children’s Winter Camps: The
application is in and soon we will
know if we have a grant for running
Christmas Holiday Camps.

Bath: Sessions scheduled for 6th
October. Donations of £10 to our
charity to attend.

then contact me on: 07956 647 806

Our next Buntingford Stretch & Sound

ant to come to an Exercise Class or fancy one of our FREE workshops E

Our Ware 4 hour Stretch & Meditation
workshops with breakfast and lunch all
finished off with Sound Baths. Spaces
available 14th November & 12th
December, due to moving to a new
location. £35 Charity Event.

And as usual all our regular Dance, Mat
Pilates and Strength exercise classes in
Buntingford, Hertford, Bishop's Stortford
and Ware for all ages and abilities.

=

Jacqui Smith Personal Trainer & Chair of Community Initiative Charity

www.communityinitiativecharity.com

| www.jacqui-smith.net

I CELEBRATE HARVEST IN REED ON 2ND OCTOBER [

Il are invited to Reed'’s St Mary's Following the service, please join us in

Church Harvest Festival on
Friday 2nd October at 7pm.

Reed Village Hall - (at approx. 8pm) for
our Annual Harvest Supper of cold meats,

As part of our celebrations, we baked potatoes and delicious homemade

are pleased to receive both perishable

fruit crumbles, plus a licenced bar.

and non-perishable donations. We willbe ~ Cost: £15 per person.

holding a seasonal raffle of fruit and veg
contributions. We will also support Jimmy’s

Night Shelter with donations of tins and
packets to help stock their shelves and
provide hot meals this coming winter.

Everyone is welcome to join us either
after the church service or just for the
Harvest Supper.
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Hospice

Together we care

Isabel Hospice Seeks
Volunteers for Popular
Christmas Tree
Recycling Campaign

sabel Hospice is already planning for its
popular Christmas Tree Collection &
Recycling campaign, which will return
from 8 to 10 January 2027.

The annual initiative provides local
residents with a convenient and
environmentally friendly way to recycle
their Christmas trees while raising vital
funds for the hospice. The campaign
generates around £27,000 each year,
helping Isabel Hospice continue
providing care and support for patients
and families across eastern Hertfordshire.

Connor Williams

isabelhospice.org.uk

To help deliver the collection, the hospice
is looking for volunteers to support the
campaign. People with access to their
own van are needed to collect Christmas
trees across the area, while volunteers are
also being sought to distribute leaflets in
their local communities to raise awareness
of the scheme ahead of Christmas.

Grace May, Community Fundraiser at
Isabel Hospice said: “volunteers play

a crucial role in making the campaign
possible and helping it reach even more
households each year.”

Anyone interested in supporting the
Christmas Tree Collection & Recycling
campaign can contact the Community
Fundraising team by emailing
communityfundraising@isabelhospice.
org.uk or calling 01707 954 850 for
more information.

H?x;ME
START

Royston, Buntingford

& South Cambridgeshire

Angie Ward

Join Us At Our Annual
General Meeting

Join Home-Start Royston, Buntingford &
South Cambridgeshire for our Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday 21
October 2026.

Learn more about the support Home-Start
provides to families in our community,
celebrate our achievements, plans for the
future, and hear directly from a family who
has benefited from our services.

Icknield Walk First School, Royston

Refreshments from 6pm | AGM starts at
6:30pm

All are welcome.

To help us plan for refreshments and
distribute AGM papers in advance, please

RSVP to admin@hsrsc.org.uk by 14
October 2026.
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citizens

advice

finished school in the summer and since

then I've applied for countless jobs, but

I'm not having any luck - most companies

don't even bother getting back to me. It's
really getting me down - what can | do to be
more successful?

Navigating your first steps into the world of
work can be really daunting. If you're struggling
to find a job, you're not alone. Nearly one
million young people aged 16 to 24 in the UK
are not in education, employment or training.
Clearly, there are some big structural and
economic issues that are making it hard for
young people to find work, but there are still
things you can do.

When you're applying for a job, it's vital to do
your homework. Make sure you've done your
research about both the role and the employer,
and adjust your CV to fit the position you're
applying for. Employers will usually want to
know why you're interested in working for them
specifically, so take some time to look into who
they are and their values as an organisation.
Then discuss how they align with what you're
looking for in a role in your application.

Be cautious about using Al. When you're
feeling the pressure to get out as many
applications as possible, it can be tempting

to turn to Al to help you write your CV, cover
letter or application form. But employers can
usually tell when you've used Al, and some may
use Al detection tools when screening your
application. It might put them off wanting to
progress your application, so it's best to always
use your own words.

If you're worried about your lack of experience,
one way to make your CV stand out from the
crowd is to try volunteering. Not only will you
gain vital skills and work experience but also
make a positive difference to people’s lives.
For example, volunteering in your local Citizens
Advice service can give you office experience
and customer service skills — you can find

out more about volunteering at Citizens

Advice East Herts on our website https://

castrierts R

www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk
01920 459 944

citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/volunteer-
with-us/ Or look at www.govolherts.org.uk/
for other volunteering opportunities.

If you face barriers to work due to a disability,
look at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/
adult-learning/campaigns/connect-to-work.
aspx for information on support available from
Step2Skills.

If you're unemployed you can get help with CV
writing and interview skills from Community
Alliance Broxbourne and East Herts — see
https://communityalliancebeh.org.uk/our-
services/employment-and-skills/job-smart-
and-job-club/ or call Sarah on 07487 245 992.

If you're struggling financially, you should
check what benefits you're able to get. If
you're over 18 (or in some cases 16 or 17), not
in education or training, and you have less than
£16,000 in savings or other investments, you
may be eligible for Universal Credit. You might
also be able to get 'new style' Jobseeker’s
Allowance for up to six months while you look
for a job.You can check what benefits you

can get on the Citizens Advice website www.
citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/benefits-
introduction/what-benefits-can-i-get/.

And lastly, job hunting can take a real toll on
your mental wellbeing. Endless applications,
back-to-back rejections or - worse - being
ghosted entirely can all chip away at your self-
esteem and affect your mental health. If you're
finding it tough, there’s help and support
available. You can reach out to organisations
like StudentMinds www.studentminds.org.
uk/, try YoungMinds www.youngminds.org.
uk/ or get in touch with Mind www.mind.org.
uk/ - you don't have to face it alone.

For local advice in any area, call our Message
Line on 01920 459 944, or visit
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk for other advice
options. Or you can come and see us on
Mondays between 10am and 12:30pm at the
Manor House, High Street, Buntingford — we
will find out more about your problem and
help you find a way forward.



WARD FREMAN

COMMUNITY
GROUP

POOL

Frazer Willett
fwillett@wardfremanpool.org

www.wardfremanpool.org
n WardFremanPool

hanks to the generous support of
volunteers over the summer
pruning, scrubbing and painting;
along with the professional work
in the pool hall and plant room, we were
really proud to show off progress at an
open day on 5th September. Thanks
to donations from Brewers Decorating
Centres and Crown Paint via Wickes, the
smell of fresh paint was still in the air.
Pretty much every paintable surface has
been refreshed to remove all traces of the
old grey colour scheme.

Local businesses and trades people have
also been very generous:

e Mark Addison donated his skill and
time to replace broken tiles in the
changing rooms

e Tim's Chimneys capped off the old
chimney free of charge

e  Stephen Newby donated and
installed a new external sign

e Welwyn Garden Alarms upgraded the
intruder alarm for free

e Attend21T upgraded the CCTV
system free of charge

e Tony Willis and Jon Brears have
helped with plumbing & electrical
items.

e Robin Dussek "The Bespoke Wizard"
really is a wizard and has managed to
design and source materials free of
charge to update the reception desk

e Doctor Heating will be back on site
soon to fit the new showers at a
reduced cost.

Before the summer, local schools had a
non uniform day and between them
raised £2222. This has been used to
purchase new lifeguard equipment. We
have started interviewing for Lifeguards
but you can still apply. Send your CV to
jobs@wardfremanpool.org

Thanks to a wonderful donation of £2000
and money raised from Mark Lewis's
charity golf day, we have the funds to
start work knocking through from the
foyer to the staff kitchen in order to

be able to sell refreshments. We are
looking for volunteers to work here, so
if you can make a cup of tea, serve a
slice of cake and give change for a fiver,
then you are the sort of person we are
looking for! Contact us at volunteer@
wardfremanpool.org

The last but most important thing to
mention is water. Freman College has
allowed us to use their water supply

so far, but to be operational we must
have an independent supply. Mistakes
by Affinity Water mean this still hasn't
happened. As soon as we know when we
will be connected, we can plan the grand
opening! We really hope it will be by the
end of year but at the time of writing we
just don't know.
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Diana Foster

e have three all weather courts
and new members are always
welcome. Special rates for parent/
child/family memberships, for
details contact Sally Bradshaw 01920 821 152.

PAY TO PLAY is available to all if you just want
to book a court. £8 per hour for adults or £5
for under 16's. We even have availability at
weekends. Contact Sally Bradshaw on 01920
821 152.

Club Championship Winners:
Men'’s Singles: Kieron Debnam
Men'’s Doubles: Kieron & Fletcher Debnam
Mixed Doubles: Sue Stewart & Alister Clark

Junior Championship Winners:

Boys 18 and under Singles: Fletcher Debnam
Girls 18 and under Singles: Isabelle Gardner
Boys 18 and under Doubles: Fletcher Debnam
& Tristan Parker

Boys 16 and under Singles: Mikolaj Nowicki-
Polonski

Boys 12 and under Singles: Leo Kaplunov
Boys 12 and under Singles Plate: Austin
Churchill

10 and under Mixed Singles: Wesley Kaplunov
10 and under Mixed Singles Plate: Oscar Martin
9 and under Mixed Singles: Alice Kaplunov

9 and under Mixed Singles Plate: Wesley
Kaplunov

COACHING; In September 2026 we will be
looking for the next generation of players to

I STANDON & PUCKERIDGE TENNIS CLUB |

www.standon-ltc.co.uk
join our thriving junior programme.
The new classes will include;

Little Aces (Ages 4-5 yrs) Tuesday morning
9.30am (indoors).

Discover Tennis (for those born in 2018) - half
price intro course, plus register with the LTA for
free racket and tennis balls. Monday 4-5pm,
starting 7th September.

Booking necessary. Full details of our junior
and adult sessions, including holidays
camps can be found at; Clubspark.Ita.org.
uk/cliffdevonshiretennis or contact Cliff at
cliffdevonshiretennis@gmail.com

ADULT TENNIS: Wednesday morning 10 - 12
and Friday afternoon from 1.45pm. Contact
Sally Bradshaw on 01920 821152. These
sessions usually attract around 8 players of
varying ability. We play doubles and change
round regularly which gives an opportunity to
play with different people.

CLUB NIGHT: Tuesday 6pm also Sunday
morning from 10am. All members are
welcome. There is a WhatsApp group to ensure
there will be players there.

TEAMS: In the winter we have a Men'’s and
Ladies Team in the Essex Small Clubs League
and a Mixed Team in the East Herts League.
Contact Diana Foster 07778 031 430 for more
information on any of these.

Celebrating 75 years

ON COURT TOGETHER
SINCE 1951 I
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BUNTINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

buntingfordlocalhistorygroup@hotmail.com

The History of the Cattle Market.

ince our last meeting | have found

within our local archives a large book

that was kept by Ernest Thody on

the history of Buntingford Cattle
Market from 1921. Fortunately, Ernests
handwriting is very easy to read and he
kept meticulous records of all meetings and
accounts so | have been able to answer
a lot of the questions raised from the last
meeting where | did a history of the market.
The book starts with a full transcript of the
market charter which was apparently hung
in St Peters Church. Mr Nevett had made
a frame for the charter but there was no
ventilation and the charter had faded and
got damp. William Minet a barrister living at
Hadham Hall had offered to get the charter
restored by the British Museum but much to
Mr Thodys annoyance this opportunity had
be missed because in his words “Alas what
is everybody’s job, is nobody’s job, and no
one appears to have the authority to enable
the charter to be properly cleaned and
preserved. He goes on to say that future
inhabitants of the town may realise they
have lost a valuable historical document.
We think the charter may now be at
Hertfordshire Archives for safe keeping.

Following locals asking if the market could
be resurrected a public meeting was held

at The George on the 24th January 1921.
The market hadn't been held for at least
50 years, about 50 people attended and

it was decided that the market should be
re-established. A committee was formed with
Mr H Marshall as chairman. The following
people formed the committee:-

Frank Cannon, Archibald Day, Henry Fry,
Percy Hamilton, John Holmes, Arthur
Jackson, Edward Mildren, Stanley Pigg,
Ernest Thody and Theodore Wedd. Mr
Wedd was the Lord of the Manor of
Corneybury at the time and they had to
consult with his solicitor into the legalities
of restarting the market using the charter.

Mr Thody was voted in as the secretary. Mr
George Scarborough Taylor also attended
the meeting. He was a local auctioneer and
was keen to run the market. He currently
had a market presumably in Buntingford but
had been told by the Ministry of Agriculture
that his current auction yard didn’t conform
to requirements so he was keen to move to
Market Hill. If Mr Wedd's solicitor agreed

to the market, then Mr Scarborough Taylor
was to be granted a 7 year lease at £14

per annum, he would also have to pay the
solicitors costs expected to be about £220.
A loan was to be made available for the
solicitor’s fees which Scarborough Taylor
would have to pay back in instalments with
interest. It was decided to offer 22 people
the chance to each give £10 which would
be repaid with 8% interest. The following
people paid £10 each,

Frank Cannon
Archibald Day
Henry Fry

John Holmes
Edward Mildren
Edward Morris

Harry Clarke
Claude Fraser
Percy Hamilton
Herbert Marshall
Edmund Mildren
Stanley Pigg

James Pigg Charles Poulton
Jacob Prime Thomas Rowley
Ernest Thody Walter Wedd

However, 4 people who had promised to
pay didn‘t so Ernest Thody ended up paying
£50in all.

It was agreed that part of Market Hill
would need paving over and Mr Thody
was tasked with preparing a specification
to put out to tender.

Three tenders were received for the
necessary works

Albert Monk (Lower Edmonton) - £218 0s 0d
Jacklin and Co (Buntingford) - £228 10s 0d
C H Poulton (Aspenden) - £128 8s 0d

C H Poulton was given the work and in
addition to paving, oak posts be set into



iron sockets and sunk into the
ground, rails would also need to
be added to the posts this was to
tie the cattle to.

Once all the work was completed
George Scarborough signed the
lease and the market opened for
business on the 23rd May 1921.
Business was brisk, pens were
set up along Market Hill sheep
and pigs were kept in those
whilst cattle were tied to the new railings.
Scarborough Taylor was to pay 4d a foot for
stallage and a minimum of 2s per stall.

Mr Thody and Mr Henry Fry (the chemist on
Market Hill) were made governors of the
Market whilst the trustees consisted of Mr
H C Marshall, Dr Dixon, Mr C Fraser, Mr P
Hamilton, Captain A Alston and Mr H Fry.

In 1925 the Lee Conservation Board
complained to Buntingford Rural District
Council about water being used to wash
down the market after the sales was
polluting the River Rib as it entered the
storm drain. It was after lengthy discussion
agreed that the market area be tarmaced,
a standpipe be installed and drains feeding
into the main sewer be laid. The governors
of the market agreed to pay £100 towards
this work. Mr Thody was given a £10
honorarium in for the work he had done on
getting the drainage sorted.

In 1928 Henry Fry resigned from posts he
held and was replaced by Mr Fraser. Also,

in 1928 George’s lease was up for renewal.
The rent was to be increased to £52 per
annum, a huge jump from the £14 he had
been paying. He was not pleased and wrote
a lengthy letter saying that Buntingford had
grown as a result of the market and could
he have a meeting with the governors to
discuss the lease. Judging by the comments
Mr Thody wrote in the book he took
exception to George'’s remarks, because

he wrote that from Mr Scarborough Taylors
attitude he is not prepared to carry on with
the market, there has been no satisfactory
proposal made and all he had offered on

the 2 occasions Mr Thody had spoken to

him was abuse. Mr Thody was very incensed
that Scarborough Taylor had written “that
he had made Buntingford by his exertions”.
“No, no, no,” wrote Mr Thody “Buntingford
has never been made, Buntingford grew and
is still growing, and will continue to grow
long after her present sons are passed away
and forgotten.”

Although Scarborough Taylor continued to
run the market, he paid no rent or tolls

in 1929 or 1930. Yet the accounts for
December 1930 show rent of £106.14sé6d
had been paid and tolls of £80 14s 10d had
been paid, had George conceded? The
governors agreed that they would give the
town council £57 towards a dust cart for the
town and £50 towards the fire service of
which Mr Thody was captain.

By January 1931 all the trustees had died
apart from Mr Thody and Mr P Hamilton,
this included Mr Wedd the Lord of the
Manor. The Manorial rights had been
bought by Mr Hartnett who lived at the
Manor House on Market Hill. On 24th
January 1935 a meeting at the George, Mr
Maughan the local solicitor had been voted
in as chairman. He asked any people who
wished to become trustees or governors of
the market put their names forward for Mr
Hartnett to choose from.

Mr Hartnett chose Mr Maughan and Mr E
Thody as governors, and Mr Barnwell, Mr
Howlett, Mr B Thody, Mr J Lawrence, Mr H
Piggott, and Mr Tyrwhitt-Drake as trustees.
The new trustees and governors were told
that Scarborough Taylor owed rent of £56

Continues >
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and there was little chance he would pay.
Mr Thody said that several other local
auctioneers had approached him with a
view to running the market. They were
Messrs George Jackson of Hitchen, Messrs
Sworder of Bishop Stortford, Messrs Norris
and Duvall of Hertford, Messrs Kennedy
and Son of Royston and Messrs Knowles
and Rowley of Baldock. They picked
Sworder and Rowley to be interviewed
with a view to taking over the market.

Both auctioneers said they would run

the market for a year and if all parties

were agreeable then a new lease of
between 7 to 21 years would be signed. No
tolls would be paid for the first year but after
that they would be calculated on the same
as at other markets i.e per head of livestock
and quantity of deadstock (poultry, etc.) A
decision was made to award the contract to
Messrs Knowles and Rowley. Notice was to
be served on Scarborough Taylor who had
once again not been paying the rent or tolls.
The governors had to backtrack and told
Messrs Knowles and Rowley they couldn’t
start running the market until Scarborough
Taylor had relinquished the lease, he wasn't
going down without a fight. Scarborough
Taylor sent a letter in saying that many

of the firms that had tendered to run the
market had offered him money to hand over
his market rights and he considered the
trustees pay him £150 compensation and
forget about the rent and tolls he owed.

He would also move out of his Buntingford
office but wanted money for the furniture
and fittings. The trustees offered him £125
plus the value of the office fixtures and
fittings. He appears not to have accepted
as Messrs Knowles and Rowley gave Mr
Thody £141 of which £135 was given to
Scarborough Taylor. However, a newspaper
cutting from the Buntingford Gazette dated
5th April 1935 painted a different picture.

By 1936 the market was so successful it

was outgrowing its current location. 11,000
beasts had been sold within the last 48
weeks and lorries used to transport the
animals were blocking the road (this was the

A10, no bypass in those days). At a meeting
primarily for users of the market it was said
it would cost about £2000 to relocate the
market and bearing in mind the government
were looking into local markets and their
viability was it worth spending that much
money should the government decide to
close small markets. The shops and other
businesses within the town would also loose
trade should the market close. However,

Mr Hartnett said he didn't think Market Hill
a suitable venue and he wanted notice to
be served on the auctioneers. Mr Rowley
said he was in negotiations to buy the old
tannery site for the market so the trustees
agreed to allow the market to continue. By
1939 the country was preparing for war and
the government issued notification that all
livestock normally being sold for slaughter
would instead be collected on Mondays
and taken to a slaughter house and then
distributed by them. This came into effect
in January 1940. The trustees said that in
future all monies made at the market would
be invested in war bonds. Whilst pigs,
sheep and calves were still being sold, the
rest went to Bell Barns, where graded and
sent for slaughter. By the end of the war the
trustees had £307 in their bank account.

By 1946 the council had written to the
market trustees saying that Market Hill

was in a filthy condition and they should
contribute to cleaning and repairing it.

Mr Thody replied saying the cattle market
hadn't used the area in question for 6 years
and the damage was caused by vehicles
parking there, this included army tanks,
lorries etc. He suggested the council ask
Mr Hartnett to contribute to the cost of
repairs. He also suggested perhaps the
council should impose some sort of parking
restrictions on Market Hill.

In 1950 Mr Thody resigned as governor of
the market and Mr Hartnett appointed Mr
Tywhitt-Drake and Mr Roff as governors. By
1956 Mr Hartnett had died and his daughter
Mrs Banham had stepped into the role of
Lord of the Manor. New governors and
trustees had been appointed and it was



agreed that the market had ceased to exist
and that money held at the bank needed

to be distributed for the benefit of the
inhabitants of Buntingford. Mrs Banham, like
her father still complaining about the state
of Market Hill but it was pointed out she
needed to speak to Hertford County Council
and the Highways department about that.

In March 1973 a total of £523.76 was given
to the parish council, but after 38 years of
complaints Market Hill had been repaired.

In May 1983 the council agreed with J
Sainsburys the then Lord of the Manor as
they had purchased the Manor House that
a market be run on Mondays. A company
was given a lease to run the market and
stallholders began to appear on Mondays.
The company gave up the lease in February
1984 and the council took over running it.
Stallholders paid varying amounts in rent.
Today the pitches are free and we have
about 7 regular stallholders.

Next months meeting is on the 13th
October at 2pm in the United Reformed
Church. It costs just £2 and includes tea or
coffee. The talk will be the final part of the
history of Market Hill.

Market in 1983

27

BUNTINGFORD.

BuNTINGFORD MARKET. — After
prolonged negotiations, due to legal
formalities, the Trustees of the
Buntingford Market have issued a
statement to the effect that a lease
of the Market has been granted to
Messrs. C. S. Knowles and W, T.
Rowley. The present arrangements
are that the Market will re-open on
Monday, April 15th. At a meeting
of the Trustees, held on Monday
lat, thanks were accorded the
Chairman (Mr. C. W. Tyrwhitt
Drake,‘of Little Court), for the able
manner in which he had carried out
negotiations with Mr. Scarborough
Taylor and the incoming auctioneers.
The news that the Market is to be
re-opened has been received with
much satisfaction throughout Bunt-
ingford and district.




THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Secretary

t the beginning of September,

The Hundred Parishes Society

held its twelfth Annual General

Meeting. Each year we have
chosen a different venue so that we can
introduce members to another location
they may not have visited before. Last
year, for example, we went to the museum
in Saffron Walden where we were given an
informative guided tour.

In 2026, it was the turn of Great Waltham,
one of our largest parishes and in the far
south-east corner of The Hundred Parishes.
Before the meeting, | took some of our
members on a short walk around the centre
of Great Waltham village, pointing out a
few of its many ancient buildings.

We passed the fascinating 16th-century
private house called Badynghams, with four
spectacular original chimney stacks, and
then the war memorial where the 36 men
from the parish who died in the first world
war and nine in WWII are remembered.

We moved on for a brief excursion into
the Langleys estate, enjoying a view from
the footpath of its magnificent Grade |
listed Georgian mansion, built in 1719 by
the Tufnell family who still own it today.

We then made our way to the parish’s
Norman church, dedicated to St. Mary
and St. Lawrence. Church warden David
Williams introduced the group to some
fascinating features, especially the
splendid Everard memorial which is 400
years old. Church historian Peter Wells
was unable to join us but several members
purchased copies of his excellent book
about Great Waltham and its church,
published within the last year.

Just a short walk took us back to the
village hall for refreshments and the

28

formal part of
the AGM where |
and our chairman Douglas Kent were re-
appointed. Where do you think we should
go next year?

Langleys gatehouse

Langleys



]

Great Waltham church: Reredos Great Waltham church

29




45 @ UNITED BENEFICE OF ASPENDEN,
*X W BUNTINGFORD & WESTMILL

United Benefice of

and Westmill

CONTACT DETAILS

website: www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-012BK/

Aspenden, Buntingfrd Reverend Kirsty Wainwright

email: unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com | 07484 345 027

C/O St Peter's Church, Chapel End, Buntingford, SG9 AL

unitededbenefice In UnitedBeneficeABW

OUR SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2026 )

Sunday 4th October 9:30am | Harvest All Age Worship | St Mary the Virgin,
Westmill
9:30am Harvest Morning St Mary’s, Aspenden
Worship
11am Harvest Holy St Peter’s, Buntingford
Communion
Sunday 11th October | 9:30am | Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin,
Westmill
9:30am | All Age Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11am All Age Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sunday 18th October No Service St Mary the Virgin,
Westmill
9:30am | Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden
11am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sunday 25th October | 9:30am [ Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin,
Westmill
No Service St Mary’s, Aspenden
11am Morning Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sunday 1st November | 9:30am | All Age Worship St Mary the Virgin,
Westmill
9:30am | Morning Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Please visit our website for the latest information about our services, events and courses
and you can also follow us on our social media channels.
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B REGULAR EVENTS AT OUR CHURCHES

Little Lambs at Morning Prayer
Q Q Q St Mary the = || 9am Every Tuesday at St Peter’s
Virgin Westmill Buntingford, Wednesday at St
Mary the Virgin Westmill and
Thursday at St Mary’s Aspenden mornings.
We pray together using the Church of England
Daily Prayer book, with bible readings, a

reflection and a psalm. It is a quiet, gentle
gathering to prepare for the day ahead.

From September every Wednesday in term
time only 10-11:30am for pre-school children
and their grown-ups. Songs, a bible story and
prayer along with activities and playtime. A
very informal social and worship occasion for
pre-school children and their carers. There is a
short service with songs and prayer followed
by a story and activities for the children
including toys.

§5 Choc Stop at St Peter's ¢S Monday Morning Coffee at St
) Every Thursday at 3:15 pm — 4:15pm ) Peter’s Church
Enjoy a hot chocolate on your Hel'd every Monday (except bank
way home from school. Outside St Peter’s . . holidays) A chance to meet up
Church, Buntingford. Looking forward to with old friends and meet new ones.
seeing you there! All ages welcome.

Direct links to our 3 church Service and Event pages:

St Mary’s Aspenden: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7834/service-and-events/events-all/

St Peter’s Buntingford: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7839/service-and-events/events-all/
St Mary the Virgin Westmill: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7851/service-and-events/events-all/
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Ueeq  CHRIST CHURCH I

Baldock Road, Buntingford. SG? 9AA
Reformed .
www.buntingfordurc.org.uk

Church [ £] URCbuntingford

Minister: Rev.Sue Fender Secretary: Peter Godbert
revsuefender@gmail.com | 01223 375 588 buntingford.urc@talktalk.net | 01763 281 359

SERVICES at 11am / JUNIOR CHURCH IN THE HALL at 11am
October

4 Harvest festival The Elders

11 Morning Worship Rev Dr Robert Pope
18 Morning Worship Rev Allen Morton
25 Morning Worship Rev Sue Fender

November

1 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender

REGULAR EVENTS

MONTHLY BIBLE STUDY

We are holding an Ecumenical Bible Study usually on the first Wednesday of each month.
We meet for lunch from 12:30 and our bible study will run from 1 -2 pm

Bring your own lunch — tea & coffee will be available.

COFFEE & COMPANY

Meets every Thursday, 10:30am to 12:30pm, in the Church Hall. If you're elderly, living alone,
new to the area, perhaps working from home, and would like some company, come along to share
coffee, and chat.

All are welcome. Just turn up and give a small donation for the refreshments.
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B ST MARY’S ASPENDEN CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL I

e are delighted to announce

that St Mary’s Church in

Aspenden will hold its

annual Christmas Tree
Festival again this year.

Over the weekend of Saturday 12th to
Sunday 13th December, the church will
be transformed into a magical forest of

twinkling Christmas trees.

We have been thrilled at the support we
have received by local community groups,
schools and businesses. Though we have
also had many individual people create a
Christmas Tree for display. Why not have
a go yourself? These last two years we
have had several hundred people coming
to the church to visit the tree festival and
expect this to continue to grow this year.

It is amazing to see the creativity and fun
behind these trees. We have seen trees
made entirely of recycled materials,
knitted trees, a tree created of stacked
presents, a tree made of books, and local
shops making a festive tree to promote
their business. Those who have created
trees have aged from tots to our elders
in the community.

It has been a real community effort and an
opportunity to bring people together. We
couldn’t do this without our volunteers
organising behind the scenes and over
the course of the weekend. If you think
you could help too, we'd be grateful to
hear from you.

There is no admission fee to the Tree
Festival to ensure everyone can come
along and feel the Christmas joy! We are

grateful to accept any donations, and these

will go to the upkeep of St Mary’s Church.

We hope everyone will be able to come
along and enjoy the festive ambiance, be
inspired by the creativity, catch up with
friends over a cuppa and a slice of cake.

For more information please contact
Rev'd Kirsty Wainwright
vicarabw@gmail.com

or

Nina Kingsley, Benefice Administrator
unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com

Scan the QR code to book your entry:

'Gill and Rev'd Sarah
with a couple of the
residents from Layston
Grove Care Home'




Il ottend 2 health I

Supporting Our Community
and Expanding Local
Healthcare Options

ttend2Health has had a busy

and rewarding few weeks,

with new clinic availability,

community events, and
upcoming training opportunities that
continue to support the health and
wellbeing of Buntingford and the
surrounding villages.

More Appointments Now
Available with Ashleigh:

We're delighted to share that Ashleigh
has extended her clinic hours, giving
patients even more flexibility when
booking treatment. Ashleigh will now
be available Monday mornings, Tuesday
afternoons, Wednesday afternoons,
Thursday mornings, all day Friday, and
one Saturday each month.

Ashleigh is passionate about helping
people reduce pain, improve movement,
and get back to doing the things they
love. Whether you're dealing with back
or neck pain, recovering from an injury,
or simply feeling the effects of everyday
stiffness, Ashleigh offers supportive,
evidence based care tailored to each
patient’s needs.

Appointments are available now — simply
contact our reception team to book.

A Fantastic Day at the
Buntingford Car Show

It was wonderful to see so many familiar
faces at the Buntingford Car Show on
5th September. The event once again
brought the town together, filling the
High Street with energy, conversation,
and community spirit.

We were thrilled to meet so many
families, and we hope the children
enjoyed the balloons we handed out.
Thanks to everyone who stopped by —
together, we were able to raise a little
money in support of the Ward Freman
Swimming Pool, a facility that means so
much to local families.

Emergency First Aid at Work
Course — Spaces Available

Our next Emergency First Aid at Work
Course will be held on Monday 12th
October, 9am-4.30pm, priced at £150.
This accredited course is ideal for local
businesses, community groups, and
individuals who want to feel confident
responding to emergencies.

We have a couple of spaces remaining. If
you'd like to join us, please call 01763 87
80 87 for more information.
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A Great Start to the
New School Year

hat a fantastic start to the

new academic year we've

had! It's been wonderful

to welcome all children to
school and to see so many happy, smiling
faces as they've settled into their new
classes and routines. We're incredibly
proud of how confidently the children
have started the year. Their enthusiasm,
kindness and eagerness to learn have
already set a positive tone for the term
ahead. We're looking forward to a year
filled with growth, learning and lots of
exciting experiences!

EYFS Provision at Millfield

We offer an Early Years Foundation Stage
provision for both Nursery (2 and 3

year olds) and Reception (4 to 5 year
olds) children. We are proud to provide
nurturing and enriching indoor and
outdoor EYFS learning environments,
which help to motivate and develop

a love of learning. If you are looking

for a Nursery or Reception place for your child for
September 2027, please come and visit us.

If you would like to know more about our school
please visit our website: www.millfield.herts.sch.uk
or contact us via email (admin@millfield.herts.sch.uk)

or telephone (01763 271 717).

MILLFIELD FIRST & NURSERY SCHOOL |

www.millfield.herts.sch.uk | 01763 271 717 | admin@millfield.herts.sch.uk

Laura Kennedy-Weeks, Headteacher
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Are you looking for a Nursery (2-3 year
old) or Reception place for your child?
Come and see our wonderful school
in action on:

These tours are also available for children in
Years1to 4.

Please telephone 01763 271717
to book your place.

Wanking to




LAYSTON C or E FIRST SCHOOL

Loving to Learn, Learning to Love, For every child a chance to shine!

www.layston.herts.sch.uk
Mrs Adele McMurrough, Headteacher

ur new value for the first
half of the Autumn term is
‘Community’. This Christian
Value comes from a Greek
word 'Koinonia' which means ‘that
which is in common’. In school we will
ensure that everyone feels included,
children support one another, and
everyone makes a contribution and
knows that they are valued and
important. The values of the school
have an impact on the community
and beyond. We will be thinking
about how we can involve the wider
community in our harvest fundraising

by supporting the Buntingford Food
Support. In our classrooms, we will

be working together to make things
easier so we can achieve great results!

. = 'f.b‘-v .
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Community we are
stronger together

warm welcome to all of our
new families and those
returning to us after the
summer break. We hope you
all had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday
and are feeling refreshed and ready
for the Autumn term. The children are

settling in well to their new classes and
are excited to learn new skills. There will
be lots of opportunities in Forest School
and through our creative curriculum this
half term to enrich their learning and
promote belonging and community.

3 We are already
thinking about
our Reception
intake for next
September 2027.
We would like to
invite prospective
parents to our open morning on Tuesday
6th October at 9:30am for a tour of

the school. To find out more about

our school, please visit our website at
www.layston.sch.herts.uk. You are also
welcome to telephone the school with
anv specific aueries.

ARRR,
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COMMUNITY
and are looking

ot
for enthusiastic

individuals who would like to help shape
the future of our school. Volunteering

as a School Governor is a rewarding
opportunity to make a lasting difference to
children's education, support the school's
development, and help every child reach
their full potential. If you are interested

in joining our governing body and
supporting the Layston School community,
please contact the school office on 01763
271 235 or email admin@layston.herts.
sch.uk for further information.

We currently have
vacancies for
School Governors

From all of us here at Layston we would like
to thank you for your continued support.



Layston C of E
First School

" Tuesday 6th October zoze : @
% From 9.30am - .\Q
C

ome and discover Layston C of E First School
Come and see our school in action
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in Braughing

red charity number 1204031
Pt Incorpor: anis

presents

Ve Sttt Wy | THE/BVOY./UPER /IX

@ The Causeway, Buntingford, Herts 5G9 9EU | () wwwilayston herts:sch.uk

PIANO
Featuring World Class
. Musicians

PIANIST JAMES
PEARSON - ALONG
WITH HIS TRIO -
BRINGS TO LIFE THE
INCREDIBLE MUSIC AND
STORIES BEHIND THE
EVOLUTION OF JAIL
PIANO

WEDS 7th OCT 7.30PM

Beam Theatre Hertford
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Saturday 24" October 2026
Braughing Village Hall
Doors open 7.00pm
Start 7.30pm
Tickets £25

Fish and Chip supper

bar and raffle
For tickets
call 01920 822026

e: braughinghall@gmail.com

Raising funds for Braughing
Village Halls, updating and
modernising the Old Boys School
and main Hall for the benefit of
the local and wider community.
Reserved seating
Booking is essential



EDWINSTREE MIDDLE SCHOOL

A Voluntary Controlled Church of England School
Jo Gant, Headteacher | www.edwinstree.herts.sch.uk

As a Christian school, we recognise the unique and wonderful in everyone.
As a community, we support one another to flourish and live life in all its fullness.

t was lovely to welcome our year 5 on

the 2nd of September to the new school

year and then the rest of the school

the next day. Students arrived a little
nervous as to be expected but were soon
caught up in the energy of the school and
the joy of meeting up with friends. | am
very grateful to my team of support staff
who come in two weeks early each year to
support our most anxious and vulnerable
students to visit the school before we
formally start, to familiarise themselves
and allay any worries. This has real impact
in ensuring all students return well.

Qur first job in school is to introduce and/
or remind students of the work of our
Church of England School what makes it
different and special? We begin with our
biblical quote that drives all our work:

“Live in me. Make your home in me, just
as | do in you. In the same way that a
branch can't bear grapes by itself but only
by being joined to the vine, you can’t bear
fruit unless you are joined with me.” —
John 15:4-6

This means our community lives and
learns with God. As a Christian school
we recognise the unique and wonderful
in everyone. As a community we support
one another to flourish, and live life in all
its fullness.

At the school we use a vine tree metaphor
from this quote to help us to explain

to our students the work we are doing.
The vine trunk is our vision with four key
words, unique, wonderful, flourish and
fullness. In the first two weeks we support
students to understand that our role is
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to help them to find their “wonderfuls”
and this begins on the first of October
with a talent show. We explain that as
individuals it is our role as a school to help
all of them by the end of year 8 to be
ready for their next stage of education but
to get there we will treat them differently
and individually.

We use this slide to help them to
understand equity:

Our students are given different levels of
support at the times when they need

it over the four years they are with us,

to ensure all are ready to leave us and
successful in their last stages of education.

The branches of our tree our Christian
values which support our community,
staff, students to flourish, our values
are displayed at the back of the hall
on this cross.

Each value is explored over a half term
and students visit these values at least
twice in their life at the school. We have
begun with the value of creation and are
celebrating the joy and power of music
currently and how song and dance can
help us shape, manage and change our
thoughts and feelings.

Finally, we spend time with our student’s
exploring life in all its joys and sadness,
this we believe is living life in it's Fullness.
For joy this term we will explore a nature



walk, hug a tree and a role down the
Aspenden Hill as we introduce and
remind students of the National Trust's
challenge to 50 things to do before you
are 11%. During our walk we will stop

to spend time in Aspenden Church at a
service to Thank God for our harvest and
for the beauty that surrounds us in our
parish and Buntingford as a whole.

In supporting our students to build
strength and resilience in managing the
sadness of Life in all it's Fullness, the last
part of our Vine tree metaphor talks to
students about the fruits that if we get
this work correct they will bear. These
are what we consider to be our virtues,
respect, empathy, commitment and lastly
courageous advocacy.

COACH AWARD NOMINEE

HOCKEY coach from

Buntingford has been

nominated for an award that

last year was won by global
media giant Warner Bros. Discovery for
its ground-breaking live coverage of the
Paris Olympics.

I BUNTINGFORD HOCKEY
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Jack Childs is hoping he will scoop this
year's innovation award with Hockey
Mentors, the organisation he founded in
2020 to give talented state school and

/ or ethnic minority hockey players the
opportunity to excel.

“| feel incredibly honoured just to be
among the eight shortlisted,” he said. “To
win it would be amazing.”

When Jack founded Hockey Mentors, he
wanted to level the playing field for
children from state school and / or ethnic
minorities in a sport dominated by those
from private schools.

And that is what he has done to date for
more than 1,000 young players.

The UK Sports Business Awards
celebrate commercial excellence,
leadership, and visionary thinking across
25 distinct categories.

Being named a finalist highlights how
Hockey Mentors’ disruptive, inclusive
model is catching the attention of
industry leaders across the country.

If Hockey Mentors wins the award for
innovation in November, he will also
follow in the footsteps of England Golf's
iGolf, which provided non-club members
access to official handicaps, and Fulham
Reach Boat Club’s Boats Not Bars,
founded by World Champion rower
Imogen Walsh to reduce re-offending
through prison rowing programmes.

Both initiatives proved that true innovation
in sport isn't just about hi-tech solutions.

“Sometimes it is about opening doors
where none existed before,” said Jack.



David Woollcombe

. BUNTINGFORD FILM CLUB

Bringing Cinema back to Buntingford

Buntingford Cinema is pleased to announce its Films for October
and November 2026 at the Community Centre and at the Bowls

Club on Wyddial Road for its Classi

I SWEAR
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Saturday 3rd October at 7:30pm at the
Community Centre

Robert Aramayo won the British Oscar
playing Tourette syndrome advocate,
John Davidson in a brilliant film about
his life from his childhood and teenage
years in 1980s Scotland to his adulthood
as a tireless campaigner for the condition
he suffers from — work which eventually
earned him an MBE. Tourette Syndrome
is a medical condition that about 300,000
people in the UK (mostly male) suffer
from. It makes them make sudden
involuntary movements or barks or other
sounds. It is hugely embarrassing for

the sufferer, his / her family and all those
around them.

Aramayo beat our stars like Leonardo di
Caprio and Timothy Chalamet to win

the BAFTA. His performance is touching,
vulnerable and profoundly moving. The
film hinges completely on his believability
which is never in doubt. It's a difficult and,
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c Film season

for most audiences, an unfamiliar subject
for a film - but in the early scenes where
Davidson is bullied and misunderstood
through to his final triumph - the film
keeps you on the edge of your seat. As
Peter Bradshaw wrote in the Guardian:
“There are many feelgood, true-life heart-
warming films about courageous people
overcoming medical conditions but, in
this one, the condition zaps and jabs at
the genre itself, piercing the carapace of
sentimentality while surreally commenting
on the form and on the demure niceties
of polite society, in which we all keep

our thoughts to ourselves. An absorbing,
compassionate film...."” Several of our
regular patrons who've seen the film,
urged us to include it in this season's
programme - and we are proud to bring it
to Buntingford Cinema's big screen.

Jessie Buckly in:

HAMNET

Saturday 7th November at 7:30pm at
the Community Centre

Hamnet is a historical drama that
reimagines the life of William Shakespeare
and his wife, Agnes Hathaway, focusing
on their passionate romance and their
devastation in losing their only son,
Hamnet, to the plague - the event
which, in O'Farrell's imagination, inspires
Shakespeare to write Hamlet. The film
features brilliant performances by Jessie
Buckley as Hathaway and Paul Mescal

as Shakespeare earning Buckley well-
deserved UK & US Oscars + a Golden
Globe. But it is their children who will



make you cry - through the sensitive
direction of Chinese-American, Chloe
Zhao. Definitely one of the stand-out
films of 2025/26, US Reviewer, Will
Phelan, praised Hamnet as "absolutely
my favorite movie of 2025. It's the most
emotional I've been watching a movie

in years. The performances from Jessie
Buckley and Paul Mescal are some of the
best performances this decade. It also
includes some of the best child acting
I've ever seen. It's a beautifully scripted
story about love and loss that hits all the
right notes perfectly and even manages
to have some really funny moments as
well. The cinematography is beautiful,
the editing smooth, and the score -
phenomenal. Chloe Zhao knocked it out
of the park. 10/10!!"

All Tickets: £9.00 (to include a glass of
wine, beer or soft drink + crisps)

at: www.tickettailor.com/events/
buntingfordfilmclub

or in person at: Jonathan Hunt, 8 High St.

Buntingford SG9 9AG

Buntingford Cinema is also
proud to continue its Foreign
Film Season with:

Emmanuel Béart in:

MANON DES SOURCES

Monday 12th October @ 7:30pm at the
Bowles Club, Wyddial Road

Manon des Sources (“Manon of the
Springs”) is the sequel to Jean de Florette,
the film we showed in April — at the end
of which Manon's father played by Gerard
Dépardieu, was killed in an explosion

he set to open up a water source. As a
child, Manon had seen the spring blocked
up by the evil Ugolin, who — in this film

- seeks her hand in marriage. Manon,
played by Emmanuel Béart, plays him

to seek revenge for her father's death

and for ruining her family's life. Often
remembered as the most expensive film
ever made in France, this beautiful film
has a timeless majesty that never fails to
compel attention and admiration.

Vittorio de Sica’s Masterpiece:

BICYCLE THIEVES

Monday 16th November @ 7:30pm at
the Bowles Club, Wyddial Road

Vittorio da Sica's Bicycle Thieves (1948) is
widely considered one of the greatest
films ever made and should be seen

and re-seen by anyone interested in the
craft of cinema. It tells the story of an
unemployed man who finally lands a job
hanging posters in war-torn Rome, only to
have his essential bicycle stolen on his very
first day. What follows is a heartbreaking
yet deeply human odyssey as he and his
young son search the unforgiving city to
recover it. The film launched the concept
of neorealist cinema, giving a poignant
look at post-WWII history. Entirely

made with unprofessional actors and

real life sets, De Sica and Zavattini had
no idea this film could become such a
masterpiece. It was banned in the US due
to delusional McCarthyist politics, which
deemed anything this realistic as "left
wing propaganda"!!

No Booking necessary: Entrance to all Classic Films is FREE - Suggested Donation: £5

Many thanks to the Bowls Club for hosting this important addition to our Annual Programme
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Chrlstlne Stuart-Taylor
www.buntmgfordlive.org | support@buntingfordlive.org

y the time this month’s issue is

published our first two events

will have happened...so watch

this space for reviews of both the
Haileybury Concert at Westmill on 17th
September and the sellout ABBA Angels
gig on 26th September.

Next on Friday 2nd October is another
popular Comedy Night in the Bunters
Suite. Tickets are still available at £15.
Tom Toal, the regular host will be
introducing three fantastic comedians
from the London circuit to entertain in
style. They are Andre Vincent, Pierre
Hollins and Carey Marx.

I'm delighted to report that the Sea
Shanty Folk evening with Fish & Chips
at Seth Ward on Saturday 24th October
is completely SOLD OUT!

Tickets are already going very well for
Saturday 7th November. ‘Strings by
Candlelight’ at “Alswick Barn.Tickets
£15. Bar opens at 6pm for a 7pm start.
This renowned quartet Bowfiddle Strings
will perform a selection of well-known
classics by candlelight in the beautiful
surroundings of The Barn at Alswick.

The players have worked with the likes of
Joan Armstrade, Take That, Alesha

Dixon and others as well as well known
orchestras such as the Royal Philharmonic
and with West End Shows like Les
Miserables and The Lion King and are
clearly established as part of the music
scene around the country. So book your
tickets now to avoid disappointment.

We're excited to be welcoming the return
of the author & cellist, Kenneth Wilson,
for his performance on Saturday 21st
November at 7.30pm in St.Peter’s
Church. Entitled ‘Pilgrim Cello” Kenneth

will be recounting tales of his bicycle tour
of all 42 cathedrals in England and playing
the cello music he performed along the
way - Tickets availabl: £15 - 7.30pm

Friday 4th December Guy Masterson
returns to Seth Ward with ‘A child’s
Christmas in Wales” more stories by Dylan
Thomas. Tickets £15. Book now to get you
tickets to experience this wonderful actor
deliver another amazing one man show.

Friday12th December A Celebration of
Christmas in the Catholic Church with
Andrew O’Brien and his choir from
St.Edmund’s. Mulled wine and mince pies
served afterwards in Benson Hall. Tickets
only £3 Donations will be gratefully
received to support the Food Bank.

Only just arranged for: SATURDAY 28TH
NOVEMBER

A 3 HOUR DAYTIME CLASS OF
WREATHE MAKING IN THE BUNTERS
SUITE. ONLY AVAILABLE FOR 12
PEOPLE. MORE DETAILS IN NEXT ISSUE!

Already booked for 2027

Friday 29th January Bunters Suite
7.30pm Nell Phoenix returns with
‘Downright Rude Folk Tales!’

Wednesday 24th February Young
Musicians from Freman College will be
giving a concert in St.Peter’s Church at
7.30pm Tickets £5

Saturday 20th March ‘Blues Review'.
Seth Ward

Friday 2nd April Comedy Night Bunters

Saturday 24th April Liz Grand one
woman show as Enid Blyton at Seth Ward

Friday 7th May St. Edmund’s Musicians
with Andrew O’Brien at Westmill Church
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\ November 27th

- Doors open 7.30pm

e for 8pm start
\, a8 |
- £
\

FEATURING

the cello musir
alor

St. Peter's Church
Buntingford
SG9 9AL

Bunters Suite
Seth Ward Community Centre
Scan the code or visit SG9 9SG
bunhng(ord‘lwe org
s Licensep BARD

Also available through Buntin

Friday 28th May Another Drag Night at .
Seth Ward Please use our website

buntingfordlive.org for Ticket Tailor
Sunday 13th June Peter Rudeforth's payments and more information.
Jazz Band returns to The Stables Garden




OCTOBER 2026

Friday 2nd

Friday 2nd

Saturday 3rd

Saturday 3rd
Wednesday 7th

Thursday 8th

Friday 9th

Saturday 10th

Saturday 10th

Monday 12th

Tuesday 13th
Friday 16th

Friday 16th

Saturday 17th

Wednesday 21st

Saturday 24th

Buntingford Live!
Comedy Night p.42

Celebrate Harvest in
Reed: p.19

Buntingford Festival
Choir: p.17

Film Club: | Swear p.40

Buntingford Gardener's
Club: David Hinkley from
GrowMad, garlic talk
p.15

WI'.The Gunpowder Plot
p.14

Braughing Get Together:
Foul Murders in East
Anglia p.18

Buntingford Festival
Choir: p.17

Ware & District
Photographic Society:
Annual Exhibition p.18

Film Club Classics:
Manon Des Sources p.40

History Society p.24

The Buntingford Railway
& Local History Society:
Andy Grovestock -
Railways today

BALA: Coffee Morning
p.46

United Benefice: Quiz
Night p.31

HomeStart AGM p.20
Buntingford Live! Sea

Shanty Folk & Country
Night p.42

44

B WHAT'S ON - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

LOOKING AHEAD

6th November

7th November

7th November

16th November

21st November

28th November

4th December

12th December

12th & 13th
December

Braughing Get
Together: They'll
Always be an England
p.18

Buntingford Live!
Strings by Candlelight
p.42

Film Club: Hamnet
p.40

Film Club Classics:
Bicycle Thieves p.40

Buntingford Live!
Pigrim Cello p.42

Buntingford Live!
Wreathe Making
Workshop p.42

Buntingford Live! A
Child's Christmas in
Wales p.42

Buntingford Live! A
Celebration of
Christmas p.42

St Mary's Aspenden
Christmas Tree
Festival p.33



10.30-11am &
11:30 -12pm:
Baby Rhyme
Time (songs,
rhymes,
actions and
puppets, for
ages 6 weeks

From 8.30am: | Mini Millfield
Buntingford Stay & Play
Market at Millfield
First & Nursey
School.
9-10am. For
10-11.45am: | 1iren aged
Chatter Table | 4 years.
at the Manor Messy play,
House — 1Tst & music, stories
3rd Mondays & a snack — £2
er family.
Morning lrilo bookiyng
Coffee ]0'12 required — just
St Peter's come along.

EVENTS IN THE LIBRARY: ‘

10.30-12.30:
Jigsaw &
Cards club

Buntingford
Meditation
Online 8pm &
once a month

in Saint Peter's
Church.

To join contact
me via the
website - www.
mindful-worklife.
com/buntingford-
meditation

New meditators
are welcome
and guidance is
given on how to
meditate in the
sessions.

11am: Chair
Yoga with Kim

MONDAYS: ‘ TUESDAYS: ‘ WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS: | FRIDAYS: ‘ WEEKENDS:

10.30am- Sun, 9am:

12.30: Coffee Norfolk

& Company Road Playing

in the URC Fields Junior

Church Hall Parkrun

2-3pm: Mind Sat,10am:

& Music at Walking

Standon & Football at

Puckeridge CC the MUGA,
Norfolk Road
Playing Fields

10.30 - 11am:
Storytime
ages 2-5 years

Lego Club
(every second
Thursday)
age: 5-8

4-5pm:
The Friday
Club

age: 3-11

to 3 years)
11.45am- 10-11am Chatter
12.45pm: & Natter,
Forever Cycling Buntingford
Community Coffee Shop
Centre -1st/3rd
1.30 for 2pm: 12- 4pm
Buntingford Braughing Shed
Senior Citizens' Group, The Barn
Club at URC at Brook Cottage
Hall Farm Fernaux
Pelham SG9
OLL Contact:
jacquithorne664@
gmail.com or
07557 966 526
7.30-9:15pm:
Buntingford
Community
Choir at
Millfield School

NN
qn



B BUNTINGFORD ACTION FOR THE LESS ABLE (BALA) [N

Registered Charity No. 1094426

MINIBUS TRIPS OCTOBER 2026

DATE TIME DESTINATION

October

Thurs 1st 10-3 Cambridge £7.50
Wed 7th 9.30-3 Bury St Edmunds £12.50
Mon 12th 10-2.30 St Ives £8
Thurs 15th 9.30-1.30 Biggleswade A1 Retail Park £6.50
Wed 21st 11.30 Pub Lunch £5

Fri 23rd 10-2 Bickerdikes Garden Centre £6
Wed 28th 10-2.30 St Albans £8

November

9.30-1.30 Harlow Market Day

NELTTETY

Thurs 21st 13.30 PANTO -Snow White @ Gordon Craig, Ticket
Stevenage approx. £25
(tbe)

Book by 31st October,

Al trips start from the Benson Hall car park unless otherwise agreed

To book a seat or for more information: 07870 638 480
(please be prepared to leave a message)

If you are interested in using our vehicle or you know an organisation that might be
interested please get in touch with us by emailing buntingfordaction@outlook.com

©0 © 0 0 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000000000 000000 000

COFFEE MORNING
Friday 16th October, 10-11:30am

(sausage rolls, cakes, raffle)

at URC Hall, Baldock Road

© © ¢ 0 00 0000000000000 000000000000 00000000000 00 o 00
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Ace of Herts, Cumberlow Compost............c.cccuieiuiiiiin.
Anchor Care Homes - Layston Grove
Andrew Coates - Garden Design
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AR Services

Attend2Health
Austin’s (Funerals & Memorials)....

Bookkeeping Services.............cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie,
Buntingford Civic Society.
Buntingford Dancing School.
Buntingford Festival Choir.
Buntingford Heating
Buntingford Laser Clinic
Buntingford Taxis
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RB Taxation Services..
Reboot IT Solutions (Computer Services)..
Reed First School
Riverside Taxis.
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S.J.S.Plumbing & Heating
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Westmill Garden Centre
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To advertise in the Buntingford Journal email advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

or call 01763 272 032

More information is available on page A26 or go to https://buntingfordjournal.uk/

A3



SJ TOKELY LTD

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

MOT TESTING STATION
Units 12/13 Park Farm Industrial Estate - Buntingford - SG9 9AZ
sjtokelyltd@btinternet.com

Servicing & Repairs
MOT’s and Pre-MOT Checks

Engine Diagnostics
Air Conditioning Re-Gas
Tyres - New Budget & Branded
OPENING HOURS
Any Type of Repair Undertaken MON - 8.00 - 6.00

TUES - 8.00 - 6.00
WED - 8.00 - 6.00

0'763 274260 THUR - 8.00 - 6.00

FRI - 8.00 - 5.00
Collection & Delivery Available SAT - BY APPOINTMENT

Church of Saint Richard of Chichester

St Richard of Chichester Catholic Church
3 Station Road, Buntingford SG9 9HT
Telephone 01992 623156

Parochial Administrator: Father John Cunningham
Parish Deacon: Paul O'Connor

Regular Services at St Richard's Buntingford
Mass - Sunday 9.15am

Mass - Tuesday 7.30pm

Holy Hour - Friday 5.00pm

Services at St Thomas's Puckeridge
Mass - Sunday 11.00am
Mass - Thursday 12.30pm

If you would like your child baptised, to get married, or to find out about the other sacramental
programmes, please speak to the priest or deacon after one of the masses.

Further information is available on the parish website: parish.rcdow.org.uk/buntingford/
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Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery

Family run kennels and cattery in 2 acres.
Fully trained staff.

Individual heated kennels with attached
runs leading on to large grass exercise

. paddocks.

All pets must be fully vaccinated including
dogs for kennel cough.

* Vet on call 24/7.

- Open for viewing — please call Peter or

" Sarah for an appointment.

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery,
Warren Lane, Cottered, nr Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9QG

Phone: 01763 281258 Email: enquiries@meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk
Website: www.meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk

=\ REED
( FIRST —
SCHOOL /&8

Alpacas
Friday 30th and Saturday 31st October

EARLY BIRD CHRISTMAS SHOP
10.30am-4.30pm

Relax and enjoy homemade cakes
and coffee in the Early Bird Café

REED FIRST SCHOOL
WELCOMES YOU & YOUR FAMILY

ALSO, don’t miss your chance to

Are you looking for a Nursery or First School place? ME ET AN D F E ED 0 U R

Nursery places can start the term children turn three. F RI E N D LY ALPACA BOYS
Set in beautiful grounds, we are proud of our caring and { Timed visits at 11am, 12 noon and 1 pm
inclusive environment. Our parents and children, staff 4
and governors love being part of Reed First School on each day
and we would be pleased to welcome you too! Bookable online: Adults £12
Children (6 years+) £6
REED FIRST SCHOOL, JACKSON'S LANE, REED, SG8 8AB Visit www.yewireealpacas.co.uk for details

admin@reed.herts.sch.uk | 01763 848304

www.reed.herts.sch.uk

Yew Tree Alpacas
Anstey, Near Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 ODA
T: 01763 848257 E: info@yewireealpacas.co.uk
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BUNTINGFORD

@«—HEAHNG—

&rea,t news.

r\

BUNTINGFORD HEATIR
ARE NOW INSTALLIN

AIR SOURGE % AIR
HEAT PUMPS @ CONDITIONING

Auh“mwy\

\ \ ok

COMFORT ALL YEAR ROUND.

EFFICIENCY THAT SAVES.

DELIVERED BY
BUNTINGFORD HEATING DOMESTIC

+
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GROUP

@ 01 763 772017 ’ buntingfordheating.co.uk

LOCAL SERVICE. EXPERT ENGINEERS. COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND.

A6



—SMARTER HEATING.

INSTALLATION,

"> COOLER LIVING.

O £9 000

GOVERNMENT GRANT

FOR AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS*

*Eligibility criteria apply

I

5 0% e

ON AIR
CONDITIONING*

*Limited time only

b d

QUALIFICATIONS. SKILLS. TRUST.
All installations & works are carried out
by fully qualified engineers, ensuring the

highest standards & compliance.

REGISTER

@ 01 763 772017 ‘ info@buntingfordheating.co.uk

LOCAL SERVICE. EXPERT ENGINEERS. COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND.
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BUNTINGFORD
CHURCH TAXIS

WWW.BUNTINGFORDTAXIS.ORG.UK

01763 430 120

For all your
g S 51 HIGH STREET
deSIgn & pr|nt BUNTINGFORD

% SG9 9AD
requirements ANDREW COATES B.Sc
E design@churchlanecreative.com GARDEN DESIGN
T +44©)1763 7?3290 « Creative Garden Design &
churchlanecreative.com Project Management

o Consultations and Advice %
« Maintenance, Planting,

Pruning & Turfing
CREATIVE o Tree Surgery, Fencing &

TH AT Garden Construction Services

CARES Mobile : 07718 426613

www.ac-gardendesign.co.uk

. i
TAXATION

H“H" “ SERVICES
ACCURATE ANSWERS....

E: enquiries{@rbtaxation.com

T:01763 847222 .

O E.;,a 8 www.rbtaxation.co

Painting, Decorating and
Handyman Works

Friendly, Professional and Reliable
Paul Wainwright

¢, 07816 964372

B paulwainwright42@googlemail.com
Free no obligation quotes

TOUCH OW[I/WO&//‘

Beauty Salon & Skin Specialists.
Enivron skincare | Elemis | CACI Flex
skinPen Microneedling | Cryotherapy
Massage | LVL lashes

38 High Street « Buntingford T: 01763 271122
www.touchofglamour.co.uk
(@touchofglamourbuntingford

A8



P.S.EVELEIGH

A R SerVIces PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

carpentry ‘
kitchen/bathroom installation I~ (,/"'
kitchen worktops mitred and fitted -_—
tiling/flooring

flat packed furniture assembly All aspects of plastering covered:

painting & decorating Ceilings
general property maintenance Walls
garden maintenance Reskimming
wooden climbing frames Skimming over Artex
Rendering and Coving
Quality Workmanship

Prompt, trustworthy and reliable service

competitive rates free estimates Free Estimates

Call Andy Ricketts Over 30 Years of Experience

on 07941 078069 or 01763 274868
arservices69@gmail.com Call 0_1 763 272569
or Mobile 07772 366587

|HE \/ETERINARY

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Prehab, Rehab & Performance
Helping your animals move comfortably
and confidently

e Performance enhancement and maintenance
e Rehab & recovery after injury or surgery

e Pain management

e Arthritis and age-related stiffness
e |njury prevention and soundness

FREE phone consultation 07982 095 887
OR email evie@thevetphys.com
www.theveterinaryphysiotherapist.com

A9




*1ngand
sendent.

24 hour service

Private Cha.pels of Rest

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Own Crematorium

STEVENAGE + 01438 316623
HITCHIN « 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH ¢« 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD ¢ 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN « 01438 714686
HERTFORD « 01992 582052
WARE ¢ 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292
HODDESDON -« 01992 471709
HARWOOD PARK 01438 812515
HARPENDEN ¢ 01582 762570

AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.austins.co.uk

Harwood Park

The pekfa‘t setting to commemorate

the /g’fe (gf your loved one

Crematorium and memorial
gardens created and managed by
the Austin family in the beautiful

Hertfordshire countryside.

www.crematorium.co.uk

Serving the local community for ten generations
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Build the

retirement
you and
your family
will love.

Family life comes with big financial decisions —
from school fees and paying mortgages, to
protecting what you've worked hard to build

Tees Wealth Planning team can help you
construct a wealth plan that supports your
family today and tomorrow.

Expert wealth modelling
and planning

teeslaw.com/wealth

Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Reglstered number 211314. Tees Financial Limited is registered in England and Wales. Registered number 4342506.




EILEEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

@ C K S ’ T H Frienly,prsonalinesscasses for all abiies

Improve strength, mobility, balance and confidence in a friendly supportive enviromement
ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

Whether you are starting out or looking for a new challenge, there’s a class to suit you.
We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service

Daytime and evening classes, face to face or online.
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[1 Sspecialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors CLASSES

e Visit my website
74 No Call Out Charge . .
¢t . g Vs AVAILABLE  ¢ileensfitnessclasses.co.uk
No Fix No Fee *Trigger Point Pilates :
© All Work Fully Guaranteed *0lder Adult Aerobic Fitness or emall
% 10% Senior Citizen Discount *Pilates eileensaerobics@hotmail.com
*Conditioning
*Toneography or Ca“

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

07772 111 222 s 07966 222272

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Aee of Fents

Recycling green waste to preserve the environment

<

Soil conditioning composts ¥ Top Soils ¥ Blended Soils

¥ Improves all round soil condition
¥ Introduces organic matter
v

Feeds your plants ® Bulk orders bagged or loose
¥ Increases worm populations ® Soils blended to your needs
Cumberlow Green Farm ® Quality top soils

[ ]

Buntingford

Herts. SG9 0QD

Tel: 01763 281223

Mob: 07884 408529

Fax: 01763 281424

email: sales@aceofherts.co.uk

Composted bark
® Bark chippings

You can collect or ask for deliveries to
your door

For information how Ace of Herts is made, please visit our website www.aceofherts.co.uk

A12



A
SOLUTIONS
Computer HELP
In your Own Home

s |
 Apple || Microso
/ \

| Androlid +

Contact Tracy
07521 977 997

www.rebootitsolutions.co.uk

3 TRUSTED

DQR

Wills & Probate

STANDON BASED
WILL WRITER

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of
Attorneys (LPA's)
Probate
Administration

Inheritance Tax and
Estate Planning

Providing a professional, friendly service,
I offer free advice and will guide you
through your options.

D

" o Safe to do
551

. business with
4 m»‘\‘: Code Compliant

Member of The Society
of Will Writers

www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
01920747208 | emma@dgqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
[ESee my recent reviews on Facebook: @dgrwillsprobate

J P SERVICES

Mini Digger & Driver Hire

Groundwork & Demolition
Landscaping
Drainage & Septic Tanks

Call James on:
07900 104223 or 01920 822888
or email jp-services@live.com
Website: www.jplandscapeservices.co.uk

*¥ oy
v x o *
LA\ +*
: ‘% . *

BUNTINGFORD
SCHOOL of DANCE

BALLET
MODERN/JAZZ
TAP
STREET/
COMMERCIA..

Ko f@

ADMIN@BUNTINGFORDSCHOOLOFDANCE.CO.UK

2K
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Get back to things
you enjoy sooner.

Whether it's a scan for a sports injury or surgery for that pain that’s

been holding you back from the hobby you love, Pinehill Hospital and
Rivers Hospital can help you get back to the things you love. With flexible
appointments that fit your schedule, and payment options that make faster
treatment more accessible than you might think, there’s no need to put
life on hold.

Talk to us today about treatment.

Pinehill Hospital, Benslow Lane, Hitchin SG4 9QZ
Rivers Hospital, High Wych Road, Sawbridgeworth CM21 OHH

= )\
Call us on 0808 231 5727 -
or scan here to start your journey. N

Ramsay
Health Care

A14




Y
Riverside Taxis N

el Ly

! ! .-;Prcslige Taxi Service
Call 01763 4343 43

Buntingford & Surrounding Areas

Airport transter specialists

Executive Mercedes estate available
All major credit/debit Cards Accepted
Local or long distance

Accounts welcome

Four, six and eight Seater vehicles

All Cars Licensed by EHD.GC and Fully Insured.
www.riversidetaxis.co.uk

home visiting foot

healthcare
Corns, Callus, dry/

hard Skin, Nail )
Trimming & OVER 60's

Shaping, D'SCOUNT,

Verrucas, friendly CALL NOW.. e g
professional 07733233044 Apple specialist since 199’0

service Refurb Mac Sales ‘
i

OS X « Hardware ¢ Tuition
iCloud * iPad ¢ iPhone * Wif

"East Herts Leading Mobile Foot (Buntingford)
Health Service"

easthertsfoothealthclinc@yahoo.co.uk Call for an Onsite Engineer

— 07968 272 923
01763 272 575

o
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o,
£5pp

All proceeds will be

donated to Youn, c h u Pi tu ﬂQ :
- — | .-
{[P. " | E Ill;-
“’ N,
dJoin us for a fun-filled evening of

travel-themed trivia as we celebrate
Premier Travel’s 90th Birthday!

o (MES

x5 £100

16 Oct 26 7:.00pm  The Old Bull Inn, Premier Travel
Royston, SG8 9AW voucher

Pop in branch or call 01763 211211 to book!




In the co
no one can
hearyou °

But we can and we are
here to help.

g‘gg Herts
2w Domestic
Abuse

Helpline

08 088 088 088

hertsdomesticabusehelpline.org

Victims of domestic abuse in more rural areas
are often unprotected and isolated from help.
A 2019 report” into domestic abuse in Yorkshire
highlighted a number of shocking facts,
including that the more rural the setting, the
higher the risk of harm to the victim.

If someone you know is causing you harm or
distress - or if you are worried about a family
member or friend - you can call or email us in
confidence for help and advice on your options.

Call freephone 08 088 088 088

Monday to Friday: 9am-9pm Weekends: 9am-4pm
Or confidential email: kim@mailpurple.org

Follow us

f @HertsDomesticAbuseHelpline
¥ @HDA_Helpline

@ @hdahelp

Registered charity no. 1184899 *Captive and Controlled, commissioned by Julia Mulligan, Chair of the National Rural Crime Network & Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for North Yorkshire.




MAKERS & BAKERS =
EE FARMERS & CRAFT MARKETS \

ENTR CELEBRATING ARTISANS IN THE
HEART OF HERTFORDSHIRE

SUNDAY 117" OCTOBER |
10Am -3PMm
FARMERS & CRAFT MARKET
SETH WARD COMMUNITY CENTRE,
BUNTINGFORD, $G9 956

DESIGN NATION

We don't just sell kitchens & bedrooms -
we tailor unique designs & bring them to life

www.dnation.co.uk

01279 777279

3 enquiries@dnation.co.uk

Local Specialist - Free Consultation & Planning Service

C. W Electrical (Herts.) Ltd.

i

® Rewires ® Commercial

® Alterations ®  |ndustrial

e  Additions ® Testing

e Domestic ® PV Solar Systems
Part P registered NICEIC registered

Telephone: 01763 271 647 Mobile: 07968 493 364
clivewebb@cwelectric.co.uk www.cwelectric.co.uk
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FUN, FITNESS & FRIENDSHIP WITH ROYSTON RAMBLERS

Do you enjoy the outdoors and have recently found yourself with more time on
your hands? How about joining the Royston Ramblers?

We are a friendly group who enjoy walking, making new friends, and seeing
beautiful countryside and wildlife throughout Hertfordshire & Cambridgeshire.

Our year-round Tuesday and Thursday morning walks are 5- 7miles, while
Sunday’s range from 9-12 miles. During the summer we also organise shorter
walks of 3-4 miles on Wednesday evenings.

Royston Group is led by a band of experienced leaders, so all you need to do as
a member, is turn up at a set time and location, generally within 20 miles of
Royston, and enjoy the walk.

If you are interested, come along and see how you get on, with no obligation to
join. You can view our walks programme and contact the walk leader, at
www.ramblers.org.uk/royston and they will be pleased to welcome you or tel:
07734 111225 for further details.
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NHS|

Screening Programmes

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

Hertfordshire Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm (AAA)
Screening Programme

Men of Hertfordshire don’t miss out on
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm screening.
1in 70 men will have an Aneurysm.
Can you spare 10 minutes?

It could save your life

Chest
Heart

Aorta with an Aneurysm

Abdomen

If you are over 65 and have not had this scan
please call 01727 897 719 for an appointment

at a clinic near you
WQUALITY
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Member of
SCE Buntingford Civic Society
0 v, ﬁ‘ Reg. Charity No. 1014873
/\6(‘ SOQ\ http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
WHO ARE WE?

We are your local amenity group, established in March 1971 initially as a conservation group covering the ancient
parishes of Buntingford, Layston, Aspenden, Wyddial and Throcking. We obtained charity status in 1993.
Our main aims are to secure the preservation, protection, development, improvement of features of historic and
public interest within the locality and endeavour to promote high standards of planning and architecture while
our archives are a source of reference on local geography and history. Over the years, the Society has broadened
its interests within the community. Whilst conservation issues will always be important to us, we now try to take
a greater interestin many other local organisations and activities.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE AND CONTINUE TO DO?

Introduced the Buntingford Journalin 1976.
Restored the Town Pump twice and Town Cage once.
Initiated erection of Christmas lights in the High Street and Market Hill.
Presented an annual school civic award to Freman College.
Updated the set of Town Trails with Discovering Buntingford booklet.
Erected a Town Sign and replaced it on a like for like basis in 2018.
Installed a seat on the hill to Layston Cemetery and paid for works at the Layston Cemetery.
Erected Town Gateway signs complete with Planters.
Contributed financially to Freman College sports hall, Buntingford Film Club, Buntingford ~ Carnivals and
“Summer Arts in Buntingford 2022” weekend.
Start-up financial contribution to the Friends of the Rib and Quin.
Paid for the Local History Group competition prizes in 2023.
Carried out River Rib and town litter picks.
Fitted a sign in the Police Station Community Garden and paid for new plants there in 2019.
Were actively involved in the production of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Arranged “Buntingford in Bloom” competitions.
Updated the circular walks on local footpaths leaflet in 2017.
Paid for roses and a plaque in memory of Queen Elizabeth Il and for the Coronation of King Charles Ill at the
new Layston Cemetery in 2024.
Hosted three Civic Day Heritage walks around the conservation area.
Been actively involved in recent town celebrations to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum
Jubilee, the Coronation of King Charles Ill and the 80™ anniversary of D-Day and VE Day.

BCS will continue to......
Publish the Buntingford Journal.
Monitor future planning applications and work with local organisations for the benefit of the Community
Play an active role in the River Rib Improvement Project.
Source a replacement plaque for The Cage .
Host future Civic Day Heritage walks around the conservation area.
Arrange future “Buntingford in Bloom” competitions.
Present an annual civic award to Freman College.
Pay for the maintenance of the Town Gateway Planters.

To join the Society download a Membership Form from www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
or collect one from the Manor House on Market Hill
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Landscaping & Garden Materials |
GRAB/MUCK AWAY SERVICE

B s -

Small enough to care... Large enough to cope <

Bricks & Blocks

When you are looking to make improvements to your home it's vital you pick
a supplier that's got all the credentials you need to get your materials to site
on time, every time.

We provide a delivery service which is second to none working for large 3
national house builders, construction firms right down to self builders A EcoTherm s‘a:-a
throughout the Hertfordshire area. SRR

We are happy to supply to the trade and retail customers.

Tel 01763 273932

www.jackpouiton.co.uk

Poulton Building Supplies is a trading name of Jack Poulton & Sons Ltd

Landscaping

Poulton Building Supplies, Home Farm Haulage & Storage Depot, Aspenden Road
Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9FG email: enquiries@jackpoulton.co.uk
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M Rome Joinery Ltd
Throcking, Buntingford

Your local established
Joinery company

Quality bespoke
Kitchens, Conservatories, Doors,
Windows, Staircases, Barn
Conversions, Listed Buildings
etc ...

Mat Rome
Tel/Fax: 01763 287507
Mobile: 07814 838460
email: mat@mromejoinery.co.uk
website: www.mromejoinery.co.uk

m

BUNTINGFORD
LASER CLINIC

LASER TREATMENT FOR ALL
PROFESSIONAL * FRIENDLY + DISCREET

STOP SHAVING!

No more stubble, ingrowns

Less regrowth.
Smoother skin.

CLINICALLY PROVEN LASER
HAIR REDUCTION

®® 6 v

PRIVATE TAILORED FRIENDLY

SUITABLE FOR
ARANGE OF
SKIN TYPES

HOMECUNIC | TREATMENTS | & DISCREET
IN BUNTINGFORD

BOOK YOUR

FR E E . :._.."'-.- .

CONSULTATION
<) & PATCH TEST

Sean here

@buntingfordlaserclinic. |

CHRIS STIGWOOD

BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES

All Aspects of Bookkeeping and
Office Management Undertaken

VAT Return Submissions
Monthly Payroll
Management Accounts

Experienced with various
Accounts Systems

Self-Employed & flexible

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

L 07814 096789

chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

WESTMILL GARDEN CENTRE
Westmill Farm, SG12 OES
Web: www.westmillgardencentre.co.uk

Tel:

systems, and coal.

01920 465026

A gardener’s paradise. Home grown seasonal plants, good
quality soft fruit and vegetables. Gorgeous hanging baskets,
perennials, shrubs, herbs, composts, fertilisers, garden tools,
seeds, wild bird food, locally grown Christmas Trees, irrigation
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CByson N

£7TR %
Clothing Repairs & Alterations | ﬁr A
of all kinds 10 the highest staidards, . -~ | |
Leather clothing aspeciality. .~ |
! " ‘ ¢ I '."\

4 £ Glel: 01763 848 949

wmwmw.bpsonleather.co.uk

wmwmw.bysonrepairs.co.uk

BUNTINGFORD FESTIVAL CHOIR

rehearses in and around Buntingford on Thursday evenings
7-8.30pm

Not sure whether our type of singing is for you?

Take a chance and try us out — we don’t pay subs so it won't cost you a
penny to come along and listen, join in or not, all without any pressure

If you love singing, have a basic knowledge of musical notation and can

reliably hold a tune, we’'d love to hear from you

We are happy to welcome new members, especially tenors and basses

To find out more, call 07973 726344 or contact:
sing@buntingfordfestivalchoir.org
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Aarers in Hertfordshire
.Suppar-t Hub

Where: Buntingford Town Council (The Manor House),
High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

When: Last Tuesday of each month,
10.30am-12.30pm

Come along and meet other family and friend carers, share
your views, and find out what help is available locally.

27th Jan | 24th Feb |24th Mar |28th Apr |26th May |30th Jun

28th Jul 25th Aug |29th Sept |27th Oct 24th Nov | No meeting
in Dec

One of our Carer Support Advisors will provide 1:1 appointments
at some meetings.

A programme of speakers will be planned as requested - find out about
these on the Carer Support Hubs page on our website or contact us.

There are also monthly groups in Ware (last Friday of the
month) and Royston (first Thursday of the month) contact us

for details.

To contact us:

Call: 01992 58 69 69 '
Email: contact@carersinherts.org.uk aa y\e & 5
Visit: www.carersinherts.org.uk in Hertfordshire

charity registration number 1085491

Making dorers Count
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Advertising in the Buntingford Journal

Your advert can be full colour, black and white or plain text. We can accept most
common file formats including png. Jpeg, pdf, doc, docx or plain text. There is no
additional charge for updating or changing your advert. If you do not have any suit-
able advertising copy then we can usually produce something for you based on a
sketch or business card.

Advert size is a multiple of a '/; page, where a '/; page is 6.4 cm wide by 4.75 cm high.

The current cost is £6.00 per '/; page per issue
e.g. one half page for a year (10 issues) =4 x '/; pages @ £6 x 10 issues = £240.

Most advertisers take a full year but shorter periods are available with costs on a pro
rata basis.

For a small additional charge, your advert can be placed on the Civic Society and
Buntingford Journal websites with a link to your website.

For more information call Keith Edwards on 01763 272 032 or
email advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

For one-off adverts or to advertise a specific event, contact the Journal editor, Anne
Wright, email journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk. Adverts for charitable or community
events are normally free of charge.

CURWENS

We are your local expert Solicitors

Whatever your requirements we provide specialist legal services tailored for the individual
needs and circumstances of you or your business

()
Residential Property
Family Law
Dispute Resolution
Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney

Commercial Property

Business Law

17 High Street, ROYSTON. SG8 9AA | Tel 01763 241 261 | EnquiriesRoyston@curwens.co.uk
Offices also in Enfield and Hoddesdon

www.curwens.co.uk

MW SOg,
O

Lexcel {8 ey

Practice Management Standard 2 e Q b
2 = ualit:
Law Society % Y
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9.7

carehome.co.uk*

ANCHOR CARE HOME

Keen Avenue, Buntingford, SG9 9SU

We're welcoming
new residents

We're proud to provide high-quality residential care and support
for older people living with dementia. Our care is personally
tailored to each of our residents in beautiful surroundings.

Layston Grove offers:
» First class care environment « Tea room
« Hair and Beauty salon « Coffee area « Engaging activities

For more information, .|
please contact a member of our ':Q' ’/////

friendly team on 01763 580 069 or visit >
anchor<

www.anchor.org.uk/LaystonGrove

*Anchor average carehome co uk score correctas at 13.08 26
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Locks Stock & More

your local friendly Hardware & Locksmith Service
45q, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AD

Our shop is bigger than you think so please pop in and have a look

Room 1:
Light Bulbs, sealants, plumbing, electrical, glues, cleaning items,
batteries, bits and pieces...and more

Room 2:
Paint: Interior, exterior, metal, Frenchic (furniture paint), paint
tools/cleaning items, hardware tools, hinges, door décor, body
protectors...and more

Room 3:
Key Cutting, locks, bird seed, pet food, kindle, fire lighters, craft
items, candles, garden, pest control...and more

01763 448170 info@Ilocksstockandmore.co.uk E3 Locks Stock & More

¥g Hearing

Advisory Service

Alpacas

Friday 30th and Saturday 31st October

EARLY BIRD CHRISTMAS SHOP
10.30am-4.30pm

Relax and enjoy homemade cakes
and coffee in the Early Bird Café

Do you wear NHS Hearing Aids? We run
monthly local clinics for hearing aid
maintenance and battery dispensing.

Call 01707 324582 or email info@hhas.org.uk to
book an appointment

ALSO, don’t miss your chance to

MEET AND FEED OUR
FRIENDLY ALPACA BOYS

Timed visits at 11am, 12 noon and 1pm
on each day
Bookable online: Adults £12
Children (6 years+) £6

Visit www.yewtreealpacas.co.uk for details

Yew Tree Alpacas
Anstey, Near Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 ODA
T: 01763 848257 E: info@yewtireealpacas.co.uk

Scan the OR code. call 01707 324582 or email
nfo@hhas.org.uk to find your nearest clinic

Hertfordshire Hearing Advisory Service

ory Services Suategy
- " Bedfordihine Hospetain

healthw. tch < >}
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H y, :? DO YOU NEED A
The Clinic GRAPHIC DESIGNER?

Leah Claydon

BSc, MRCaP, MRCoP, MFPM RCPS
BS5c (Hons] Lic Ac, MBAcC

Branding & Logo Design

Brochures, Leaflets, Posters, Reports
Packaging

Adverts & Marketing

Web Design & Social Media
Copywriting & Typesetting

Podiatrist & Acupuncturist

01763 772502
www.leahclaydon.com . &

Follow me on instagram
@thehumbleline to see

-t my latest projects,
301-“}"';::':;;$LEHCE deiign tips &Jmore. A rEy - ' 3
Two Twits Barns, Anstey 5G9 OFD

www.thehumbleline.com | anne(@thehumbleline.com

humble|ine

W Personal Training, Venue

Buntingford ; Exercise Classes, Online
= Exercise Classes and Pre

& Stortford : ; © Recorded Workouts

Fitness Pilates, Circuits, Dance Fit,
HIT, Hooping, Boxing & Mindfullness

Keoping peoplo fitsinco 1998

Fitness Pilates
Tuesday 10am / Wednesday 6:30pm / Thursday 10am via ZOOM
Monday 7:15pm Layston School, Buntingford (with Cardio HIIT £10)
Wednesday 7:15pm Layston School, Buntingford (£7 or with Strength
Class £12))
Friday 10am The Scout Hut (£7 or with Full Body Workout £12)

A class that increases muscular balance and strength, improve pos-

ture, core and back strength

Varity Full Body Workouts

Strength Workout Mon 6:30pm Layston School (£7 / £12 with Pilates at
7:15)

HIIT Tuesday 6pm / Sunday 9am via ZOOM

Full Body Friday 11am The Scout Hut (£7 or £12 with Pilates at 10am)

Please call: 01992 552955

e AERIALS & SATELLITE
INSTALLATIONS/REPAIRS

e TV REPAIRS (OLED, LCD, LED)

e TV WALL MOUNTING &
SOUNDBARS

e WIFI SYSTEMS & DATA
NETWORKING

e CCTV & WIRELESS BURGLAR
ALARM SYSTEMS

o STARLINK INSTALLATIONS 2

StARLING

Cardio (non impact or impact), Strength, Toning & Balance, each
week a different class on Monday Evenings & Friday Mornings

All equipment provided, just bring yourself and water.
ZOOM classes available as payg £5 or £20 per month subscription
All venue classes are £7 pay as you go or £12 for back to back classes

Personal Training on a one to one basis using a variety of equipment in
your Home. One to One Pilates also available.
H Buntingfi 3A —Monday Circuits 10:30a spaces available) &
WWW.hertfordtvse rVICe.CO.uk -unt‘m’g orq U y onday C "LHRS, 0:30am (spac%% avai able) &
Thursday Seated Full Body 1pm £4 with full membership

Unit 1B, Foxholes Avenue, Hertford SG13 7JG Being the Chair of Community Initiative Charity we also run subsi-
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS EST 1979 dised Stretch& Sound Bath Workshops and HAPpy Children’s

Holiday Camps. Please visit communityinitiativecharity.com
R K EER) 07956 647806 www.jacqui-smith.net  jacqui.t.smith@gmail.com
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Demd  Walkers

ﬂ Garage Ltd

Car servicing and repairs
at very reasonable prices

Servicing * MoT presentation / repairs ©
Welding ¢ Timing belts ¢ Clutches
Brakes checked / replaced ¢ Engines
replaced / overhauled etc * Airbag /
Emission warning lights
and much more ..........

Over 25 years car mending experience

Free collection / delivery etc

2 Owles Lane, Buntingford, SG9 9JA

Telephone 01763 272 125

All work is fully insured

(

v
OVENCLEAN.

The original oven cleaning specialists

Ovenclean will transform your oven and
put the sparkle back into your kitchen!

7/ Friendly, professional and reliable

v Completely safe, eco-friendly cleaning system

v/ No fumes, no mess, no bother

v/ Removes grease, fat and burnt on carbon deposits from:

® Ovens © Filters ® Hobs * Grills ® BBQ’s * Ranges
® Extractors ® Microwaves ® AGA's

We can also repair your electric oven or hob.
Repairs include, element replacement,
thermostats and fan motors.

Call Owen Rowlands today to book
your oven clean/repair on:

07445073 648 or 08008407127

www.ovenclean.com

CHURCH

LANE 5’/“:\({ 2

For all your
design & print
requirements

E design@churchlanecreative.com

T +44(0)1763793290
churchlanecreative.com

CREATIVE
THAT
CARES

A R Services

carpentry
kitchen/bathroom installation
kitchen worktops mitred and fitted
tiling/flooring
flat packed furniture assembly
painting & decorating
general property maintenance
garden maintenance
wooden climbing frames

Prompt, trustworthy and reliable service

competitive rates free estimates

Call Andy Ricketts
on 07941 078069 or 01763 274868
arservices69@gmail.com

A30



C OUNTRY MAIDS

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES

Let us take Care of your Housework . . ..

e Spring Cleans e Carpet Cleaning
o Weekly or 2 Weekly 7Q
regular Cleans &L

Telephone: 01763 272908

PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

* Boiler servicing » Underfloor heating » Hot water cylinders
« Complete central heating systems including gas, LPG & oil
¢ Complete bathroom refurbishments including tiling

Call: 01763 274717 Mobile: 07966 078371 \ A
jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk S & e
www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com &S

French Polishing ~ Floor Sanding Services
~ furniture ~ staircases ~ panelling ~ floors ~
Mobile : 07790 696631
E-mail : howespolishing@gmail.com
Website : www.ahowespolishingandflooring.co.uk I—
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Set invthe heaut of the historic mawket townw of Buntingford, the 18" Centuwy
Grade II Listed Manor House iy v perfect setting for weddings and civil cere-
monies. Seating up to-40 people; the Council Chaumber is avperfect verure for
your wedding ceremony.
Theve arve aumple photo-opportunities outside the classic Georgiow frontage;
onwthe staivcase, invthe gardern or inthe stiuning
Layston Cowrt Gardens across the road.
For avfull colowr brochure contact :
Jil Jones-Towwn Clerk; The Manor House; Buntingford; Herty:, SG9 9AB.
Or email : clerk@buntingford-to.gov.uk  Telephone: 01763 272 222
www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

Gareth White Electrical Services

Welcome to Gareth White Electrical Services based in Buntingford: we are experienced and qualified
electricians working with local home owners, landlords, developers, contractors and local businesses

in and around Buntingford.
We are independent electrical contractors that place our customers first offering friendly, expert

advice alongside our electrical services.
Every one of our jobs are different, however, we always maintain the same very high standards

ensuring reliability, quality workmanship and fair pricing allowing us to provide the best possible
service.

WE SPECIALISE IN ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK INCLUDING:

DOMESTIC AND COMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS SECURITY LIGHTS

OZEV APPROVED INSTALLERS OF EV CHARGERS GARAGE & GARDEN POWER
FULL OR PART REWIRES KITCHEN AND COOKERS

NEW CONSUMER UNITS NEW BUILDS AND EXTENSIONS
EXTRA SOCKETS OR LIGHTS BATHROOMS AND SHOWERS
SOLAR PV AND ELECTRICAL ENERGY STORAGE SYS- LANDLORD CERTIFICATES

TEM PAT TESTING

FAULT FINDING AND TESTING CAR CHARGERS

MAINS FIRE ALARMS

ALARMS, CCTV, AND ACCESS CONTROL
-

gareth@garethwhiteelectricalservices.co.uk N ==

DOMESTIC /I\
INSTALLER (Z°
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Visit the

Looking For a perfect night's sleep? We stock the leading brands like We Make It Easy

For over 45 years, our family-run Relyon, Sealy, Dunlopillo, Rest Assured, At Deans we treat our customers like
business has been your go-to Silentnight and Sleepeezee, ensuring family. Our knowledgeable team will help
destination for beds and mattresses. you get the best quality and comfort. you select the best furniture or mattress
for your needs. Plus, our free delivery

Whether you need a traditional pocket Beyond Beds service is always to your
sprung mattress, the latest in foam Explore our extensive collection of room of choice and
technology, or even a customized size, home furnishings, from bedside tables includes unwrapping,
well help you find the perfect solution and wardrobes to dining tables and assembly and
for a restful night. sofas, featuring renowned brands removal of

including Tetrad. packaging.

Handy Location & Parking
Recycling service Just off the A602 in Stonyhills Convenient Opening
for old Furniture with FREE PARKING on site 7 days a week inc bank holidays

Deans Furnishers Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Stonyhills, Ware SG12 OHJ Sun 10am-1pm
01920 468887 - deansfurnishers.com Bank Holidays 10am-3pm
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w4
Community Alliance
BROXBOURNE & EAST HERTS

Digital Skills Group in
Buntingford

Booking is essential!
Call 0300 123 1034 to join

Want to master your computer, tablet or phone?
Join our FREE, friendly, and volunteer-led group
to build your digital skills today!

r

Our Digital Champions will
teach you how to do simple
things such as:

» Navigate your devices
with ease

» Online shop

» Access virtual
appointments

» Stay connected with
friends & family

~

At The Manor House, High
Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

Every Second Monday
10:30am to 12:00pm

*No session in August 2026

12" January, 9" February,

9" March, 13" April, 11" May,

8" June, 13" July, 14" September,
12" October, 9" November &

14" December 2026

.

All you need is your

charged device!

P-4 ®
=

é
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wWOOD BR®?

ENGLAND 1924 Z \
e iy

SUMMER
FURNITURE
SALE

UP TO 25%

AT OUR WARE SHOWROOM

SOFAS | DINING | FABRIC | REFURBISHMENT

Showroom in Ware | Call Us on 01920 469241 | Online at woodbros.co.uk

*T&Cs. Summer Sale discount applies only to Wood Bros full price items and cannot be used in
conjunction with any other promotion. Sale runs from 1st July - 2nd September
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attend 2health

e Chiropractors
« Physiotherapy
« Osteopathy

 Chiropody
& Podiatry

e Sports Massage
¢ Acupuncture

e Hypnotherapy

» Reformer Pilates
 Audiology

e Counsellors

01763 87 80 87

27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy and
Physiotherapy New Patients only.
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