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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

 
11:00am ï 11:45am 
 

 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

 
6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 
8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

10:45am ï 11:30am 
11:45am ï 12:30pm 

3:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm ï 7:45pm 
 

7:00pm ï 8:15pm 

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall, Baldock Road (term time only). Contact Jen Harris 
on 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class for children who are walking to 
5 years. At Seth Ward Community Centre during term time. Ã2 per child. 
01763 273008 or contact the Buntingford Collective on Facebook. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon  
on 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13ï19 years,  
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Danny Band on 07879 
853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p for 
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate 
Smith MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  

Cheeky Chimps (2 separate sessions) at Seth Ward Community Centre.  
Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf.  

Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf. For 
more info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Strength & Stretch at Layston School. 20mins strength / 20mins stretching. 
Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Philippa 01763 271010. 

D   E  ï O  2015 
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7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 8:30pm ï 9:30pm  
  

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
10:00am ï 11:00am 

10:30am 

 
 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00pm 
  
  

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
   
 
  
 

4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  

  

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 
 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Story Sacks at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per child 01763 273008. 

BALFF 10-week Autumn course started 23rd September, óThe World of the 
Documentary Filmô, at the Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Coffee served 
from 10am. Contact Julia Peacock on 01763 272584. 

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Body Circuit classes at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al  
on 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only 
01763 273008. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
  

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Cougars U7s & U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  
 

W '  O   
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5:30pm ï 10:00pm 

7.30pm  

8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

 
8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am & 11:00am 
 

 
10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am 
  

  
3.30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  
6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 
 

SATURDAYS 

8:30am ï 2:45pm  
  
  

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï 11:30am 
  

  
10:30am ï 11:30am 
  

 
11:am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 
 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm  
 

 

Buntingford Swimming Club, Freman Pool. Adelaide Boon  07710 550050. 
 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Liz James on 
01763 274010. 
 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 
 
WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward. Ã1 first child, 50p for additional 
children to include tea & coffee. Contact Bramble Hill 01763 273008. 
 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate Smith 
MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit  www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 
  

All Abilities MultiSports at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806. 
  

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
  

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

 
Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College and  
URC Hall, Buntingford. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
  

3rd Sat in the month, Dadôs/Male Carers Group at the Scout Hut, Bowling 
Green Lane, Buntingford. Ã1 per child. 01763 273008. 
  

Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

1st Sat in the month, BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. Crafts, Food, Art & 
Gifts. Refreshments. Charity Raffle. Free squash & lollypop for children!  
 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 
 
 

 

D   E  ï O  2015 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal, 
please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095 
Or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

http://www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk
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Fri 25th & Sat 
26th Sept 
 

Sat 26
th
  

 

 
Sun 27th  
 
 

Ơ̖̙̊̉̌ 

2nd & 3rd 
 

Sat 3rd 
 

Sun 4th 
 

 
 
Sun 4th 
 

 
Tues 6th 
 

Wed 7th 
 

Thurs 8th 
 

Sat 10th  
 

Sat 10th  
 

Mon 12th 
 

Mon 12th 
 

Fri 16th 
 

 
Fri 16th 
 

 
Fri 16th 
 

 
Sat 17th  
 

Sat 17th  
 

Sat 17th  
 

 
Wed 21st  
 

Fri 23rd 
 

Sat 24th  
 

Sat 24th  
 

 
Sat 24th  
 

Ň̖̝̙̔̉̌ 

Sun 1st 
 
 

7:30 for 8pm Buntingford Dramatic Society presents óBoeing Boeingô  
at Benson Hall. Tickets Ã13 from The Cellar in the High Street. 

 

7pm till Late Barn Dance at Freman College in support of Buntingford 
Scouts. Tickets Ã12 (kids free). Call 01763 274059 or 273335. 

 

11am Lynsey Ivison Sponsored Bike Ride starts from Jolly Sailors. 
 
 

 
10:30ï4:30pm Charity Art Exhibition at Gravelly Barn (see page 31). 

 

11amï2pm BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. 
 

10amï4pm Antiques & Vintage Fair at Barkway Village Hall, SG8 8BS. 
Entry Ã1. Homemade cakes & refreshments. Enquiries Rosei Frost 
07720 647696 or email info@flapperfortunes.co.uk. 

 

4ï6pm Vintage Afternoon Tea at Buntingford Coffee Shop. For info &  
to book a table (Ã15pp) enquire at the shop or call 01763 273940. 
 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

7:45pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club at URC Hall (see page 47). 

 

7:45pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 45).  
 

7 for 7:30pm The Big Autumn Quiz at Benson Hall (see page 32). 
 

7:30pm The Overtures at Freman College (see page 11). 
 

End of Consultation Period for the Buntingford Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

2 for 2:30pm U3A Buntingford AGM at Seth Ward CC (see page 30). 
 

5ï6:30pm Sir Oliver Heald QC MP Surgery at the Manor House. 
By appointment only (see page 15). 

 

7ï11pm Tapas Night with Live Music at Buntingford Coffee Shop. For 
info & tickets (Ã20pp) enquire at the shop or call 01763 273940. 
 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society meet at The Crown. 
óUpdate on B17 Class Locomotiveô with Brian Hall. 

 

7:30 for 8pm Quiz Night at Layston School (see page 39). 
 

7:30 Back to the 80s at Cottered Village Hall (see page 37). 
 

7am Trip to National Memorial Arboretum with the Royal British Legion 
Buntingford Branch (see page 16). 

 

10:30ï12noon BALA Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 44). 
 

7pm Hormead Leapfrogs Charity Pamper Evening (see page 33). 
 

1ï4:30pm Annual Cage Bird Show at Benson Hall (see page 30).  
 

7 for 7:30 pm Buntingford Choir Gala Performance at Freman College 
(see page 31). 

 

7 for 7:30pm Royal British Legion Quiz Night at Benson Hall (page 16). 

 
Doors open 5pm, Firework Display 7pm at The Bury (see page 47). 
 

D   Y  D 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Police surgeries: 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
 In emergencies dial 999 
2ï4pm on Saturdays at Buntingford Police Station 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon & Thurs 09:00 ï 18:00 
  Tues & Fri 14:00 ï 18:00 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
 Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
 Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri  
      08:00ï20:00, Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 
Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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Many thanks to Debbie Lemay for proofreading  

I didnôt intend to have covers featuring photos of the Classic Car Show two months in a 
row, but having tried out several possible alternatives this was the one that John and I 
liked the best and I hope you like it too. I try to make sure that the cover relates to 
something that you will find to read inside and this month we have reports on both the 
main Classic event (from Graham Bonner) and on the NUTS display (from Jean Cook). 
The cover photo was one of Grahamôs.  

It canôt have escaped anyoneôs notice that the Queen recently passed the record set by 
her great-great-grandmother Queen Victoria to become Britainôs longest-serving 
monarch. Jean Cook and friends ï mothers and grandmothers all ï decided to mark the 
occasion, and you can find out how they did it on page 9. Regular readers of the Journal 
may remember an article some time ago about local man John Ferris, a Royal Navy 
veteran of World War Two. On page 17 you can read about how John has recently been 
honoured by the Russian government for this war-time service on the Arctic Convoys. 

David Woollcombe of Buntingford In Transition reports on the Public Meeting that has 
just taken place on the future of our Library. There seems to be a more than a glimmer of 
hope for the campaign to keep the Library in itôs High Street location, but more must be 
done to achieve this. Find out how you can help on page 18. The Neighbourhood Plan is 
nearing completion and a final draft is currently out for public consultation. If you havenôt 
yet read it, it is available online on the Town Council website and a printed copy can be 
seen at the Manor House or at the Library ï more details in the Town Council article on 
page 20 and also in the Civic Society letter on page 10. In his óNews from Your District 
Councillorô, Jeff Jones summarises a Transport Model report recently submitted to EHDC 
assessing what improvements need to be done to Buntingfordôs road network as the 
town grows. Wearing one of his other hats Jeff is a photographer and I would like to 
thank him for supplying several of the photos in this monthsô Journal. 

Finally, I am very sad this month to say farewell to Vyse. After 10 years of writing for the 
Journal, he has decided to hang up his pen. I am going to miss him a lot, and Iôm sure 
many of you will too ï I just hope that now and again he might  be sufficiently irritated  
by something to pick up his pen once more and tell us all about it in his unique style.  
Iôm sure you will join with me in wishing him all the best.  

 Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the November Journal  

is Saturday 17
th
 October 2015 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

Nik Wilsonôs letter in last monthôs journal was most welcome. It puts Buntingford first and 
explains why it is so important to plan for the future of the Town. It is the negative as well 
as the positive comments that the Phoenix Project Group members need at this stage. 
Only by hearing what people really think and are concerned about, can planning for the 
future of the Town be realistic and effective.  

Rather than trying to stop new initiatives, such as the Phoenix Project, Nik should 
embrace it, support it and continue to provide critical insights to ensure the development 
of the Town benefits from his insight and perception. As a long-standing County and 
District Councillor, I just wish he had been in his previous position when Gascoyne Way 
in Hertford was being planned!  We will be providing a full raison dôetre for the Phoenix 
Project and its development in next monthôs Journal. Kind regards,  

Jonathan Ling, Chair, Buntingford Phoenix Project Group 
Buntingford Town Council 

 

Dear Christine 
Ermine Street Allotment Association Open Day 

We held our first open day on Sunday 16th August and we were greeted by lovely sunny 
weather and over 75 visitors. People got to look around the allotments and voted for  
their favourite plot, have a go on the tombola to try to win one of the many prizes donated 
by local businesses and plot holders, and buy freshly picked produce. The Mayor of 
Buntingford Cllr John Noades and his wife Janet came to judge the competitions. We 
would like to say a big thank you to everyone involved ï all those who came along, plot 
holders without whom there would have been no open day, and local businesses who 
supported the event: Basraôs Nisa Supermarket & Post Office, Lloyds Pharmacy, The 
Cheese Plate, Hall & Glory, Shahôs Chemist, Bell House Gallery, Crazy Daisy, Piggotts 
Family Butchers, Co-op, Touch of Glamour, attend2health, Doelôs Butchers, Days of 
Ashwell (Buntingford), Sainsburyôs and Billings. All unsold produce was donated to 
Nevetts care home and was gratefully received. Thanks again to all of those involved. 

Chris Eagle, ESAA Chairman 

Hello Christine 
StretchônôGrow  

Please could you include a mention in the Journal of our new childrenôs StretchônôGrow 
activity class? StretchônôGrow has been running in Buntingford for years, and is really  
well loved both by children and parents. Amy, the StretchônôGrow instructor, is fantastic ï 
she really inspires the children. Unfortunately the class was cut in July as a result of 
funding cuts at Bramble Hill Childrenôs Centre who were previously organising it. We 
didnôt want to sit by and let such a brilliant class just vanish so we decided to see if we 
could make it happen without the Bramble Hill funding. So, I have since formed the 
Buntingford Collective and applied for a grant from the Town Council to help with running 
costs. If we donôt get the grant, the class will still run ï the money will come from my 
pocket (ouch). Even if we do get the grant it will only cover partial costs. Bramble Hill are 
delighted that weôve got it going again and are being very supportive, including providing 
the tea and coffee for parents at the class, but what we need is publicity to let parents 
know that StretchônôGrow is back and get lots of children coming along to make it a 
success. Many thanks for your help.  

Ian Ballantyne, The Buntingford Collective 
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BISHOP SETH WARD ALMSHOUSE TRUST 

A vacancy has arisen within the Almshouse Trust premises in High Street, 
Buntingford, which comprises a flat which has recently been updated and 
offers comfortable accommodation for an eligible person of retirement age 
who is mobile, independent, and able to take care of themselves. Details of 
the óWeekly Maintenance Contributionô, being a monthly sum due towards 
gas, electricity, water and the installation of a Piper alarm system, will be 
given at the time an application is made.  

To receive an application form please send an email to: 

 pam.hibberd@btinternet.com 

Or write to: Bishop Seth Ward Almshouse Trust 
 c/o 44 Vicarage Road 
 Buntingford  SG9 9BB 

Congratulations to Her Majesty! 
With no national and local celebrations organised, a group of Buntingford friends 
decided they wanted to celebrate HM The Queen becoming the Longest Reigning 
Monarch ï a very remarkable achievement ï with something a little different. So they 
went to the Silver Ball Cafe at Reed and enjoyed an English breakfast and toasted her 
with mugs of tea and coffee. Like HM Queen Elizabeth II, the friends are all wives, 
mothers and grandmothers, with one a great grandmother, so they have a lot of 
empathy with her and wanted to record their admiration for her life of service and 
devotion to duty. 

Jean Cook 

"ÁÃË ÒÏ×ȡ *ÅÎÎÙ .Å×ÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ ,ÉÚ 4ÉÂÂÌÅȟ -ÁÒÉÏÎ ,ÉÎÇȟ *ÅÁÎ #ÏÏË  
&ÒÏÎÔ ÒÏ×ȡ !ÌÅØ #ÈÁÐÍÁÎȟ *ÁÃËÉÅ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȠ *ÕÎÅ 2ÅÎÎÅÙȠ *ÕÌÉÁ 0ÅÁÃÏÃË 
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Buntingford  

Civic Society 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

September started with another brilliantly organised, well attended Classic Car Show. 
Although I wasnôt able to be there all day I have received comments that the High Street 
was órammedô nearly all day. Thanks from the Civic Society go to all those involved in the 
organising and running of the day which is now a well-established, annual event, visited 
not only by local residents but by people from far and wide, including one couple from 
Northern Ireland. A big ówell doneô to all. Hereôs looking forward to the 2016 show. 

Buntingford Community Area Neighbourhood  Plan 

By now you all should have received notification that the Buntingford Community Area 
Neighbourhood Plan is out for public consultation. The consultation period ends on 
October 12th, so if you havenôt already read it and commented on its contents then you 
still have time to do so. I would encourage you to spend a little time doing this as it sets 
out the way the Area should develop over the next 20 or so years and includes policies 
on Education, Business & Employment; Environment & Sustainability; Health, Leisure & 
Recreation; Housing and Transport.  

The Plan is available to view online on the Town Council website and there is an 
electronic link to a comments sheet. Alternatively you can view the document at the 
Manor House or the Library. Copies are also available in the villages; call your local 
parish council to find out where the copies are located and when they are available for 
viewing. The Plan covers the villages of Aspenden, Buckland & Chipping, Cottered, 
Hormead and Wyddial, and the town of Buntingford. 

Finally, I was quite concerned to read the letter printed in the September Journal from  
Mr Nik Wilson, who from the content of his letter is confusing the Phoenix Project with 
the many various initiatives that have been ongoing over the last 3 years with various 
groups around the town including the Civic Society, the Chamber of Commerce, BARD 
and the Town Council. He appears to have mixed these initiatives into one, whereas in 
fact there are many. I would encourage him to contact any of the aforementioned groups 
who I am sure will do everything in their power to clarify the situation for him or he can 
contact me directly and I will be only too pleased to meet him and bring him up to date 
with what is going on in the town. 

Graham Waite, 
Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society  

Friends of Orchard Surgery 

COFFEE MORNING at Benson Hall 

Saturday 14th November, 10am to 1pm 

Crafts / Cake / Tombola / Cards 
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BUNTINGFORD CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 

               Presents  

at Freman College  
 

**SOME TICKETS  
 STILL AVAILABLE** 

Ã17.50  
in advance only   

from Kirkhams Newsagent or Nisa Supermarket  

& Post Office, or ring 01763 272177 
 

Licensed Bar  Å  Limited seating available 

Saturday 10th October 2015 
Doors open 7.30pm 

B  A  L   F  (BALFF) 

Our Course for Autumn 2015 

THE WORLD OF THE DOCUMENTARY FILM 

Lecturer: Laurence Staig 

From the British seaside to the underbelly of a óLondon nobody knowsô: an introduction to 
the world of the documentary film-maker. Documentaries represent a broad category of 
non-fiction motion pictures, intended to record certain aspects of reality. We will look at 
the work of film-makers, the emergence of travelogues, and early examples of British 
news reporting such as Pathe News and Look at Life.   

The course will cover: an historical revue of the development of film; key film-making 
movements and styles; case examples of the work of many film-makers; and some 
analytical techniques. We will be watching many excerpts from films and in some cases 
watching full-length examples of important documentary films. There will be hand-outs, 
some individual activities and group discussion. 

We meet weekly on Wednesday morning at the Community Centre, Luynes Rise, 
Buntingford, starting at 10.30am, but we serve coffee before the lectures start.  
The course began on 23rd September, but it is not too late to join us. If anyone is 
interested please just come along, you will be made very welcome. For further 
information phone Julia Peacock on 01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341. 
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 The Local Interview:  
Steve Lawson-Smith 

If youôve met Steve Lawson-Smith youôll know 
he has a mind of his own. Heôs not averse to 
writing letters to the local press when heôs got 
something to say, and heôs an active member 
of several committees including Buntingford 
Chamber of Commerce. Heôs someone who 
likes to get things done. 

His forthright attitude might come from an 
unusual early life. Steveôs mother died 
suddenly when he was 6 years old, an event 
which felt ñnormalò to him but wasnôt seen as 
normal by the playground bullies and even 
classroom teachers, some of whom didnôt 
believe it when he said he didnôt have a 
mother. ñI learnt how to stand up to bullies 
early on, but my sisters looked after me, 
particularly my youngest sister. I always feel I 
owe them.ò One of Steveôs early memories, aged 8, is catching a large pike with a worm 
on the end of a stick and line whilst professional anglers nearby looked on, and I think he 
still has that slightly cheeky cleverness and a donôt-take-me-for-granted attitude to life. 

He was bright and ña bit of a handfulò at primary school, but went to the Sir William 
Borlaseôs Grammar School in Marlow, one of the countryôs top Grammar Schools.  
ñIt helped me buckle down to the things I was good at, make friends, learn how to 
behave, and gave me confidence in the world.ò Then it was rowing, photography, design 
and on to Art College, until he was out into the world of work. 

Steve says he has worked ever since he can remember, starting with collecting milk 
bottles and newspapers from pensioners. óRecyclingô in those days meant returning 
empty bottles to shops for a few pennies. Steve and his friends would use a go-cart to 
collect old newspapers from elderly neighbours and take the paper to the local paper mill 
for cash. This was his pocket-money as there was no extra money at home.   

His first adult job was working for Pickfords, the removals company, where he was 
responsible for overseas shipping. In the economic downturn of the late 1980s he 
advised Pickfordsô managers not to lower their prices, advice that was not received  
very well. Steve was proved right when he made a profit in his own division whilst other 
parts of the company failed. ñYouôve got to have the balls not to follow everyone else,ò 
he says.  Heôs still good at standing firm and thinking things through when thereôs a lot  
of pressure to follow the crowd. 

It was at Pickfordsô Head Office that he met his wife, Maxine. She came to a birthday 
party at the house he shared in Bracknell saying she wanted to meet Dave, the hamster. 
Steve had rescued óDaveô after seeing a man in a pub threaten to feed the hamster to  
a dog. ñMaxine was different from other girls, not flirtatious or stupid. We took a while  
to get to know each other, found we had a lot in common, and got married in a church  
in Broxbourne with half of Pickfords there.ò  

After Pickfords, Steve joined the shipping department of a company which handled trade 
events. He had a free rein to develop the work, got paid well and was sent abroad a lot. 
ñIôd be two weeks in Russia, a week in Singapore ... they all had different ways of doing 
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things. I still like walking around the back streets when Iôm in other countries, seeing 
what the locals do. Poorer people smile because theyôre pleased to see you. If you 
spend money there, they are grateful. It brings you down to earth.ò  

There were other storage and removal companies before he set up Space-Pods Ltd  
10 years ago, the container hire company he runs from offices in Buntingfordôs Manor 
House. ñI can get a call saying óI need two containers in Sao Paulo by Saturday 
morningô. I like the challenge.ò  

He and Maxine have been in Buntingford for 
15 years, living in the High Street where Donôs 
Records used to be. After much refurbishment 
ï the walls were yellow and purple and the 
ceiling was Artexed when they moved in ï 
they have made it a gorgeous, cosy, quaint 
old house with so many low beams you 
wonder how they arenôt both walking around 
with bruised heads.   

ñI thought when I came here, this is the place 
for us. Theyôd just had the Carnival and Dicky 
Burrell had a stage outside his house playing 
great rock music. The neighbours were all 
loving it. I thought we can be ourselves here.ò 
Theyôve both got involved in community 
events, particularly the music side of the Car 
Show, although he appreciates others who do 
a huge amount of the work. 

Steve is serious about Buntingfordôs future 
housing development. ñThere is no work here 
for a lot of new people coming in. We need 
employment. Itôs a shame that the Sainsburyôs 
depot site didnôt go to a large employer. 
Buntingford is in a prime position to capitalise 
on the success of Cambridgeôs science and 
technology boom, Stansted Airport and 
Stevenageôs world leading companies. If we 
could get just one branch of those companies 
employing 300-500 people to locate here, it 
would make the town.ò  

When theyôre not working or helping put  
on events, like Sausage Tossing at The 
Countryman in June, Max and Steve also run 
marathons. They have run in Stevenage, 
London, New York and Paris, as well as in the 
Medoc marathon through French vineyards, 
where everyone has to run in fancy dress, 
drink 23 glasses of wine and eat large 
amounts of French food along the way! ñWe 
raised Ã1500 for Marie Curie one year dressed 
as pirates.ò And Steve is still doing marathons 
at 50 years old. It sounds amazing to me.   

Chris Kell  

-ÁÒÁÔÈÏÎ ÒÕÎÎÅÒÓȡ 3ÔÅÖÅ ÁÎÄ -ÁØÉÎÅ 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÅÄÁÌÓ ÁÔ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓ 
-ÁÒÁÔÈÏÎ ɉÁÂÏÖÅɊ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÐÉÒÁÔÅ 
ÃÏÓÔÕÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÅÄÏÃ ɉÂÅÌÏ×ɊȢ 
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days at 10am and 8pm; Weekdays at 9:30pm 
Saturdays at 10am 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30 to 11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minister: Rev Duncan Goldie Secretary:  Peter Godbert 
The Manse, Meeting Lane, Melbourn, buntingford.urc@virginmedia.com 
Cambs SG8 6AN  Tel: 01763 260747  Tel: 01763 281359 

Services and Junior Church at 11:00am every Sunday  

October 4 Morning Worship Rev Prof David Thompson 
 11 Holy Communion Rev Paul Whittle 
 18 Morning Worship TBA 
 25 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 

November 1 Morning Worship Mr Keith Cakebread 
 

Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

On Sunday 11th October the Holy Communion Service will be 
conducted by the Moderator of the Eastern Synod (equivalent to a 
Bishop in the Church of England). 

 REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time, for young people and children. 

Bible Study meeting ï Second Wednesday of each month in the Hall. Lunch 
from 12:30pm (bring your own food, tea & coffee provided), followed by Bible Study 
at 1pm finishing prompt at 2pm. We will be discussing events in a newspaper and 
how they relate to the Bible. All are welcome. 

Bright Hour ï Next meetings are on Tuesdays 13th and 27th October at 2:30pm in 

the Church Hall. A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10:30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2:00pm. 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary 's  ð Aspenden  

St .  Peter 's  ð Bun t ing ford  

St .  Mary  t he  V i rg in  ð Wes tmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of  worship across the three churches: St. Peterôs  
in Buntingford has a more contemporary style; St. Maryôs in Aspenden has a more 
traditional style; St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for October 2015 
Sun 4th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship  

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service ï  

      Harvest Festival 
 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 11th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship  

 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist
 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship  
 

Sun 18th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 25th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 

 

SIR OLIVER HEALD QC MP  
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE  

HOLDS REGULAR SURGERIES FOR ALL CONSTITUENTS  

His next MPõs surgery in Buntingford is on 

Friday 16 th  October, 5.00 -6.30pm  
At The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford  SG9 9AB  

For an appointment please ring: 01462 486074  

Email:  oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk  
Or look online at:  www.oliverhealdmp.com  
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The Royal British Legion Buntingford Branch  

QUIZ NIGHT  
at Benson Hall, Buntingford, on 

Saturday 24th October, 7 for 7.30pm  
Fish / Chicken & Chips  Å  Licensed Bar & Raffle 

Tickets Ã10 ï To book contact  Di on 01763 848481 

All profits to the Poppy Appeal 
 

The Royal British Legion Buntingford trip to the 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM  

Staffordshire on 17th October 2015 
I am pleased to say we have a full coach and just wanted to remind 

everyone to be on time for departure ï i.e. 7am ï and please remember to 

bring your completed óhealth formsô with you. Any queries contact: 

Peter Branagan on 01763 272364 or bransack@btinternet.com 

Bonfire Night on Reed Village Green 
Saturday 7th November at 6pm 

Pavilion bar open. Hot dogs and burgers on sale. 

No charge but a collection will be taken before the fireworks! 
 

Autumn Quiz in Reed Village Hall 
Saturday 14th November at 7.30pm 

Fish or chicken and chips Ã11. Bar and raffle. Please ring Di on 
01763 848481 to book your preference for supper (essential) 

 

All proceeds for the roof fund 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY'S, BRAUGHING 

A Special Autumn Sunday Tea 
with Braughing apple juice & other local produce for sale 

 Sunday 15th November, 2:45ï5pm  
in St Maryôs Church Hall, Braughing 
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Local Royal Navy Veteran 
Receives Russian Honour 

At a small ceremony at the Buntingford Manor 
House on Friday 11th September 2015, attended 
by family and friends, local man John Ferris was 
finally awarded the Russian Ushakov Medal and 
Russian 70th World War II Victory Anniversary 
Medal. The presentation of the medals and  
the reading of the associated citation were  
made by Sir Oliver Heald, MP for Northeast 
Hertfordshire, on behalf of the Russian 
Ambassador, Alexander Yakvenko.  

The Medal of Ushakov is a state decoration 
which recognises the courage of sailors who 
have defended Russia. Johnôs award is for his 
role while taking part in the notorious Arctic 
convoys of World War II.  

John Ferris originates from a Dawlish, Devon, 
naval family. His father, grandfather and older 
brother all served within the Royal Navy. John, a 
Petty Officer, sailed in HMS Salamander that 
served as an escort to the Arctic convoys. He 
was even present at the infamous PQ17 convoy 
of June/July 1942 that suffered a significant battering, losing 24 of its 35 merchant ships 
during a series of heavy enemy daylight attacks that lasted for a week. John recently 
stood down as President of the local branch of The Royal British Legion. 

Photos courtesy of 

Jeff Jones 
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 B  I  T  N  
The summer has seen Transitioners gather signatures 
for our óKeep the Library on the High Streetô Campaign 
ï over 700 signatures and counting. We also met with 
Teresa Heritage, Herts County Councillor responsible 
for Libraries. Visiting Buntingford for the first time, she 
saw that our library is the only one of the four that HCC 
has scheduled to combine with retained Fire Stations 
that is actually in a perfect position on the High Street. 
With 86% of library visitors reporting that they stayed in 
Buntingford to shop, she realised that our Library is a 
magnet for commercial activity in the town. 

At our Public Meeting on the libraryôs future, citizens 
brainstormed how the space could be improved to 
make it the vibrant, thriving community centre our High 
Street needs. Ideas poured out ï chiefly for an 

attractive, multi-purpose facility, open on some evenings and weekends, and available 
at low rent for community services, such as: 

¶ Health guidance and lifestyle óConversation Caf®s. 

¶ A serious Art Exhibition Space for local artists. 

¶ A retail outlet selling books, DVDs, refreshments etc. ï run by youth trainees.  

¶ A Business Training Hub and Incubator for new digital businesses. 

¶ Homework Clubs for students; a Computer Guidance Club for elder citizens; a 
career guidance / employability centre for young adults; cr¯che services.  

¶ A really attractive, well-designed Cinema Caf® / Buntingford Activity Room (BAR) for 
parties, film screenings, óbox-set marathonsô, receptions, Book Club meetings etc. 

How could all this be accommodated? ï a second storey perhaps! How would this be 
paid for? ï well, the developers have already paid Ã64,000 into different council funding 
pots just for óLibrary Services. This will rise to Ã172,000 when all current building plans 
are completed. So money for a new library on the High Street might not be the problem: 
planning permission for something seriously funky in a óConservation Areaô may be.  

But those problems are in the future. Right now we have to meet the Councilôs 
Feasibility Study for the Fire Station site, with a BETTER Study + Business Plan of our 
own for improving the current site. We need it before the Council reports in October ï 
so, if you have any experience in Business Plan creation, architecture or interior design, 
PLEASE get in touch with david@peacechild.org to help. We beg ALL Buntingford 
citizens to help the óUse it or Lose it!ô campaign proposed by our Public Meeting by:  

¶ Visiting the library at least once a week to keep our numbers up. 

¶ Hire the Magnolia Room at the back for your club or group: it is very cheap (Ã7.50 
an hour) ï and it is a big space. 

¶ Sign the Petition ï and get more signers! Itôs online at: https://www.change.org/p/
hertfordshire-county-council-keep-buntingford-library-on-the-high-street 

We have to demonstrate to HCC that our library is one of the best-used, best run in the 
County, and that to move it might kill it. That work must start TODAY!! 

The Transition High Street group will meet on Tuesday 29th September at 8pm at 56 
High Street. And Transition London Road will have their 1st meeting in early October 

David R. Woollcombe  

mailto:david@peacechild.org
https://www.change.org/p/hertfordshire-county-council-keep-buntingford-library-on-the-high-street
https://www.change.org/p/hertfordshire-county-council-keep-buntingford-library-on-the-high-street
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F  E   A  2015 
Thurs 8th Oct ï FASHION SHOW & AFTERNOON TEA AT HANBURY MANOR 
Time to be confirmed. A chance to view the latest fashions by Retail Therapy of 
Hertford while enjoying a pot of tea at Poles Hall, Hanbury Manor. For more details 
call Barbara Doherty 01279 842140 / email barbara@thedohertys.info 

Sun  11th Oct ï SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE & THANKSGIVING, WARE 
3pm. Everyone is welcome at our annual service to remember loved ones. As we 
come together as a hospice community in different places in our catchment area 
each year, we hope to offer a service that is inclusive and meaningful for everyone, 
whether you have a faith or not. Our theme this year is óthe Circle of Lifeô. Our 
childrenôs workers will host a separate activity on the theme for young people.  

Tues 13th Oct (please note change of date from 15th) ï THE BIG QUIZATHON  
Lots of pubs across eastern Hertfordshire are taking part in this fantastic quiz night 
with teams competing to become Isabelôs best quizathon team and win the 
Quizathon Tankard. Contact your local pub to book a team (entry fees vary), or for 
more info call Beth Hardy on 01707 382500 / email beth.hardy@isabelhospice.co.uk 

Sun 18th Oct ï AUTUMN FAIR AT HAILEYBURY, HERTFORD HEATH 
Our annual Autumn Craft & Gift Fair returns to Haileybury College for 2015. Lovely 
seasonal merchandise, delicious food & refreshments, and a wonderful atmosphere. 
Entry Ã3 adults, children free. Enquiries Renee Friend 01279 755320.  

Thurs 29th Oct ï CHARITY GOLF DAY, BROCKET HALL 
All day event from 8am. For info and to sign up see www.isabelhospice.org.uk   

Sat 31st Oct ï ELECTRIC GUITAR EVENING, HARDINGS, PANSHANGER 
7:30pm at Hardings Community Centre, Welwyn Garden City AL7 2HA..  
Electric guitar demo, question & answer session, with Gibson guitars. Admission Ã3. 
Contact Raymond Money 0170 321422.  

Sat 7
th 
Nov ï HATFIELD HOUSE CHRISTMAS MARKET 

10:30-4pm in the Riding School. Entry Ã2 , children free. Call 01707 262632. 

Sat 7th Nov ï JUMBLE SALE AT THUNDRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
2pm. Come and grab a bargain! Entry 20p. 

Tues 10th Nov ï MUSIC AT THE OLD PALACE, HATFIELD HOUSE 
Haileybury Choir and Chamber Orchestra celebrate the music of Mozart. Tickets Ã25 
include a light supper; there will be a pay bar and raffle. See website for tickets. 

Fri 27th Nov ï LIGHTS OF LOVE, BUNTINGFORD CEREMONY  
6pm at the Manor House. See the website or call 01707 382500 for more information 
or to make a dedication. 

For details of these and other fundraising events: www.isabelhospice.org.uk  

If you would like to know more about the 2016 Vietnam Challenge go to the  
Isabel Hospice website or ring Jordan Russell on 01707 382500. 

http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk
http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

The draft Buntingford Community Area Neighbourhood Plan (BCANP) 
is now out for consultation and all residents are encouraged to 
comment on it. The document can be viewed on our website at: 

http://www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk/uploads/bcanp-aug-2015-draft2.pdf.  

Alternatively, hard copies of the document are available to read at the Manor House. 
The plan covers Buntingford, Cottered, Buckland and Chipping, Hormead and 
Aspenden and looks to protect these areas to 2031. The consultation runs until the  
12th October 2015. There is an online survey for your comments available at:  

http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/BCANeighbourhoodPlan/ 

Many people have called in to The Manor House during the past month to collect new 
bus timetables and to make their objections known with regard to the removal of the 700 
bus service. We at The Town Council made our objections to the removal of this service 
during the consultation period back in April. The decision to remove the service was 
made by Herts County Council who had been subsidising the service. HCC maintain 
that the service was under-used and did not warrant the high level of subsidy that it was 
receiving. The Town Council argued that it is wrong to remove a service at this time 
when the town will see significant expansion in the next few years and the development 
proposals were granted without the knowledge that the service was to be removed. 
These arguments did not sway HCC and the 700 service is no more. Regular users will 
know that a replacement service, the 386, now runs between Stevenage and Bishopôs 
Stortford. Passengers travelling on to Stansted Airport can pick up service no. 7 at the 
Bishopôs Stortford Interchange. 

All of these timetables are available to download from the Interlink website and hard 
copies are available at The Manor House. Please be assured that the Town Council was 
very much opposed to the withdrawal of the service and will continue to monitor the 
situation once the new developments come on stream. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk   Twitter: @buntingfordtc 

Town Council meetings for October 2015 

Thurs 1
st
 Oct 

Thurs 8
th 
Oct 

 
Thurs 29

th 
Oct 

 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless otherwise stated. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend. Please check the Town  

Council website for further details.  
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News from Your District Councillor 

Transport Model 
In March 2015, East Herts Council (EHC) commissioned 
consultants Steer Davies Gleave to undertake a transport 
model for Buntingford, to inform the plan-making process 
of the District Plan and planning consideration of 
applications for development around the town. The report 
is very technical but is an excellent document that clearly 
shows mitigation measures will be required as a result of 
the new developments ï something we all knew and now 
have documentary proof.  

The report compares existing operations of the road 
network with data collected at numerous points around 
the town, and compares using VISSIM micro-simulation 
model seven housing development scenarios. Primary 
data was collected through road-side traffic counts taken 
over several days in February, which included junction 
movements, queue length surveys, origin and destination 
data and journey time surveys collected through in-car Bluetooth data. The data was 
supported by journey to work data from the 2011 census. All data collected was 
checked and calibrated through various methods with a high degree of accuracy 
achieved. Initial model runs were compared to CCTV footage of key junctions as a form 
of validation. Herts Council Council (HCC) officers have been consulted and involved in 
the project throughout and have endorsed the two reports.   

The seven scenarios were: 

1. Existing situation with Greenways (50 homes) and London Road (149 homes). 

2. As above with developments under construction, Hare Street Road (160), 
Longmead (26), Snells Mead (100). 

3. As above plus committed development, Pigeon North Buntingford and new link  
road (180), Sainsburyôs South Buntingford and two access points (316). 

4. As above plus developments at appeal, Hare St Road South (180), Aspenden  
Road (56). 

5. As above plus West Buntingford Phase 1 (108). 

6. As above plus West Buntingford all phases (400) and new A10 roundabout. 

7. As above without new A10 roundabout. 

The report indicates mitigation measures are required at junctions before scenario 4 
developments. The suggested mitigation measures are: 

Widening of the southbound approach and exit of the A10 southern roundabout to 
facilitate two lanes of traffic merging into one lane. Also the western arm of the A10 
(northbound) exit to be widened to two lanes for 100 metres to facilitate the full use of 
both lanes during the pm peak. This has the effect of allowing free-flowing vehicle 
movement from both the western arm of the A10 and the London Road approach. 

The report also considers that the dual carriageway section of the A10 be extended up 
to London Road in the near future. Furthermore the report recommends that should 
scenario 6 (all developments) come to fruition, the proposed new roundabout on the 
A10 to access the West Buntingford development would be required in order to prevent 
adverse effects of traffic passing through the town centre. 
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The views expressed in the letters and articles in the Buntingford  

Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 

East Herts Community Activity Grants Programme  

The deadline to apply for a Community Activity Grant from East Herts Council is 26th 
October. Go to http://www.eastherts. gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=27130 for details 
and to download an application form. All voluntary and community organisations are 
eligible to apply for operational costs, including insurance, marketing, hire costs etc.  

East Herts Council is also keen to fund social events for senior citizens and other 
vulnerable people over the winter holiday period (Nov to Jan 2016). Up to Ã200 is 
available for this type of event and groups can apply online on our Mini-Application.  

If you would like to talk about your project, EHC are holding two Drop In sessions for 
groups to come and talk to us face-to-face. The first is at Buntingford Library on 
Monday 12th October, 9:30am to 1pm; the second is at Wallfields (East Herts 
Council Offices) on Friday 16th October, 9:30am to 1pm.  Alternatively, you can 
contact Claire or Tracy at East Herts Council on 01279 655261 or by email 
at claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk 

The next stage would be to cost the mitigation measures, which would then be used 
when determining the development decisions. 

Hertford Theatre 
Did you know that Hertford Theatre, formerly known as Castle Hall, is 
owned and managed by EHDC and that you can catch the latest film 
screenings and event cinema there? The theatre has fantastic new 
comfortable seating, ósurround soundô and you can even take a pint or 
a glass of wine into the auditorium with you! 

The Autumn programme includes the likes of Sir Tom Courtney and 
Charlotte Rampling in the beautiful film 45 Years ï the story of a 
couple whose lives are thrown into disarray when the body of his first 

love is discovered, frozen and preserved in a glacier in the Alps. Or you could see 
another Oscar winner, Meryl Streep, in Ricki and the Flash as an ageing rock musician 
who returns home, looking to make things right with her family. There is also a fantastic 
opportunity to catch some Live and Encore Cinema Screenings including the National 
Theatreôs latest production of Hamlet with Benedict Cumberbatch in the title role, 
and  David Suchet as you have never seen him before ï as Lady Bracknell in Oscar 
Wildeôs The Importance of Being Earnest. 

Tickets for the regular movies start at Ã5 for concessions and event cinema from Ã12. 
For more information and a list of screenings contact the Box Office on 01992 531593 or 
visit the website www.hertfordtheatre.com  

Buntingford Conservatives 
Friends of Conservatives Buntingford is being formed and I am calling on like minded 
people to come and join us on Wednesday 7th October at 7.30pm in the back room of 
The Crown, for an informal social gathering and to discuss issues. It is not intended as a 
hardcore political group but more of a social evening. If you are interested in joining the 
group please contact me at jeff@jeffjonesphotos.com or just turn up on the night.  

Cllr Jeff Jones, 01763 274800, Jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk 

http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=27130
mailto:claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk
http://www.hertfordtheatre.com
mailto:jeff@jeffjonesphotos.com
mailto:Jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk
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BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 

C.I.U affiliated ð 6 Church Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AS 

Tel 01763 271889    www.lemonrock.com 

Every Monday BIG CASH BINGO. Guaranteed Ã150 
minimum snowball prize. ALL WELCOME. Start 8pm.  

WE HAVE:  SKY SPORTS AND BT SPORT 
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN (TIMES PERMITTING). 

COME AND JOIN US FOR ALL THE BIG MATCHES ON OUR HD TV. 

Darts, Pool, Snooker, Wii console, Free WiFi. HAPPY HOURS EVERYDAY 
3- 7pm and HAPPY DAYS on Friday, Saturday, Sunday ALL DAY. 

On Saturday 5th September we held our CHARITY PRESENTATION NIGHT 
(photo courtesy of Jeff Jones). We were delighted to present cheques  

to BASH to  
help with their 
running costs; to 
the Cricket Club 
for their Colts; 
and to Cougars 
Over 18s and 
Under 7s for 
kit. This money 
was all raised by 
our members who 
participated in 
raffles. 

 

 
FOR YOUR DIARY:  

31st Oct ñ HALLOWEEN SPECIAL ñ Fancy Dress with TITAN 
DISCO and prizes for best- dressed boy, girl, man and lady. 

Friday 13th Nov ñ CHILDREN IN NEED RACENIGHT & TOMBOLA 

ENTERTAINMENT FOR OCTOBER 

3rd Oct ñ HOT SAUCE DISCO BAND 
18th Oct ñ JUST FOR KICKS 
31st Oct ñ HALLOWEEN SPECIAL (see above) 

10th & 24th Oct ñ No entertainment. FREE Pool, Snooker & Juke Box. 
Entertainment starts at 9pm unless otherwise stated.  
No prams or pushchairs on an entertainment night. 

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS Ã1 or Ã4 on Special Entertainment night.  
CHECK OUT our Facebook page and website: www.lemonrock.com 
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 15th Buntingford 
Classic 

A slightly damp start did nothing 
to deter the crowds and cars from 
descending on Buntingford for its 
15th annual car show. Once again 
visitors were treated to a fabulous 
display of cars and bikes with 
some welcome new faces this 
year including a 1904 Humber 
swing seat tonneau ï the only 
surviving one in the world!  

Local specialists Blakeney Motorsports delivered a truly stunning vehicle ï a 1964 Ford 
powered racing 289 Cobra. Those of you in the know will understand the value of this 
vehicle! Church Street hosted a huge display of motor bikes, reminiscent of years past 
when the late Dickie Burrell arranged such events. The NUTS society were again 
ensconced in the grounds of the old Grammar School where there were some fabulous 
vintage vehicles on display. This is an ever-popular display, as could be seen from the 
crowds attending. 

As the day progressed, and the weather improved, more and more people arrived. 
Progressing along the High Street to take in all of the exhibitors became more and more 
difficult ï perhaps that is why so many people had cause to stop at the local hostelries 
and eateries!!! An array of bands performed on the day and The Buntingford Choir gave 
a splendid performance ï they just get better and better. As in previous years the day 
passed without a single unsavoury incident, a tremendous compliment to all concerned.  
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The day ended with the prize-giving ï the awards being presented this year by the 
Town Mayor Councillor John Noades. The winners were: 

¶ Best Car in Show ï 1969 Ford Mustang Fastback (Paul Edwards) 

¶ Dickie Burrell Best Bike in Show ï Yamaha YL100 (Tony Chappell) 

¶ Best Paintwork ï Cadillac Eldorado (Vic Swinburne) 

¶ J Oliver Radley Car to drive home in ï Chevrolet Corvette (Colin Greenlees) 

¶ Chairman's Choice ï 1961 Mercedes 190 SL (Mark Messenger) 

[Continued on page 26] 

NUTS ï The Vintage Show within the Show 

Although the weather started drizzly and dull and just faithful followers braved it, by 
lunchtime the sun was out and so were the crowds. This year a lot more people 
discovered the hidden gem that is the NUTSô (Nostalgic and Unusual Transport 
Society) vintage display in the garden of Layston Court (or the Old Grammar School 
as it is sometimes known). Earlier this year the house was sold and we were unsure if 
we would be allowed to invade the privacy of the new owners, but Karen & Ian 
Stephens gave their permission and couldnôt have been more welcoming ï and they 
only moved into the main house on the Tuesday before the show! Many thanks to 
them for their hospitality.  

We easily passed last yearôs total of 
1,298 public votes, with 1,873 votes 
cast by the visiting public for their 
favourite car in the NUTS display. 
The winner was car letter J ï a Ford 
óModel Aô Phaeton belonging to 
Colin & Barbara Hall (right). The 
winner of the NUTSô membersô vote 
was car F ï new member Rachel 
Fryôs 1952 Ford Prefect (below). 
The winner of the Ã100 prize in  
the óGuess the Value of the Austin 
Healeyô competition was David 
Tharby (below right), who came closest to the carôs value of Ã56,140. The winners 
were presented with their awards by Karen Stephens.  


