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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

Every Saturday of the month, 2:00pm — 4:00pm at the
Police Station

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 - 13:00 CLOSED

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700

Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road
Open: Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Fri 2" & Sat 3™

Monday 5"
Tuesday 6"

Wednesday 7"

Wednesday 7"

Thursday 8"
Thursday 8"
Saturday 10"
Saturday 10"
Monday 12"

Saturday 17"

Wednesday 21%
Friday 23"

Saturday 24"
Saturday 24"

Wednesday 28"
Thursday 29"

Friday 30"

Saturday 31%
Saturday 31%

7:30pm (curtain up) Buntingford Dramatic Society presents 'After the
Dance' at Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford. See page 37 for full
details.

8:00pm Buntingford Learning for Fun 6-week course, 'The 70s in
Retrospect' at Seth Ward Community Centre. See page 36.

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society — Benson Hall.
Enquiries 01920 438482.

7:00pm start of weekly classes in classical yoga, dealing with relaxation
and meditation at Seth Ward Community Centre. Book a place with
Tom Newstead, who has 20 years teaching experience, on 07900
654227.

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock
Road, Buntingford.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford W1 at URC Hall.

8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH.
10:30am — 12noon Coffee Morning in Aid of Ethiopia at Benson Hall.
2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford U3A AGM at Seth Ward Community
Centre.

7:30pm for 8:00pm Quiz Night at Layston School. See page 16 for full
details.

10:30am — 12noon BALA Coffee morning at Benson Hall.

5:00pm — 6:00pm Oliver Heald surgery at the Manor House, High
Street, Buntingford.

1:00pm — 4:30pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society 'Bird Show'
at Benson Hall. See page 38 for full details.

7:30pm — 11:30pm East Herts Chairman's Charity 60s Night at Freman
College. See page 9 for full details.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

9:00am Buntingford Networking meeting at Buntingford Coffee Shop.
See page 29.

7:30pm Royal British Legion Quiz Night at Benson Hall. See page 27
for full details.

10:30am Fund-raiser for Dixon Place. See page 37 for full details.

7:30pm — 10:00pm Halloween Disco for 13-9 year olds at the Technical
Institute, Baldock Road. See page 15 for details.
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WHAT'S ON IN OCTOBER?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

MONDAYS

10:15am — 11:30am

10:30am — 12 noon

11:00am

6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm

7:30pm — 9:45pm

8:00pm

8:15pm
TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am
9:30am — 11:00am

1:00pm — 3:00pm

7:00pm — 8:15pm

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am

5:30pm — 7:00pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm

7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 8:30pm

8:00pm

‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery — every two weeks.
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen Harris
on 01920 821288.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter
Deacon on 01462 642922.

Ladies Exercise Class — Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on
01763 274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al
on 07739 131694.

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19 years,
held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell Cairns on
07889 288944.

Buntingford Learning for Fun 6-week course, 'The 70s in Retrospect',
tutor Stephen Barnard at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details.

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920
823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session.
Contact 01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term
time only.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to
5 years — £6.75 per session. All welcome — it is not necessary to be
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please call
01763 289942. Term time only.

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763
271010.

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course 'Music of London'
tutor John Winter at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details.

Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road.
Contact Mark on 07801 419800.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Classes in classical yoga, dealing with relaxation and meditation at Seth
Ward Community Centre. To book a place with Tom Newstead, who
has 20 years teaching experience, telephone 07900 654227.
Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al
on 07739 131694.

Ladies Exercise Class — Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681.

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.



WHAT'S ON IN OCTOBER?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

9:30am — 11:30am Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school).
Range of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities,
small world play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time
only. £2.50 per child (tea & coffee, snacks & juice included).

9:30am Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.

11:00am Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

1:00pm — 3:00pm Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18
months to 5 years — £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay
with their child 1:30pm — 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be
accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the
pre-school, however booking is required. Contact Kim Semple from
Little Artists on 01763 289942.

2:15pm — 2:45pm ‘Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet
or biscuit and a picture to colour.

5:30pm - 10:00pm Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell
on 01920 821722.

6:15pm — 7:00pm Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.

6:30pm — 8:00pm Buntingford Cricket Club Colts cricket coaching. Telephone Martin
Coote on 01763 271926 or Pete Townsend on 01763 272832.

8:00pm — 10:00pm Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.

FRIDAYS
9:30am — 10:30am Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

10:00am — 11:00am  Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p
for additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Starts 11/09/09.
Contact Fiona on 01763 274246.

SATURDAYS

9:00am — 12:30pm Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years.
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010.

2:15pm — 4:15pm 6 — 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre, United
Reform Church Hall, Baldock Road. Contact 01438 232181 or email
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk .

2:00pm — 4:00pm Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.
MONDAY — Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to Town
THURSDAY Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past.

MONDAY — FRIDAY Councillor John Wgrren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763
273344 for an appointment.



OuT AND ABOUT IN OCTOBER

Saturday 3™ 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.
Sat 3™ & Sun 4"  Furneux Festival 2009, see page 21 for full details.

Saturday 3™ 7:30pm — A charity event in aid of the Courtyard Arts Centre, Hertford —
a theatre evening including live solo singing. Wren Theatre Productions
stages a set of intimate, wry, tender, occasionally cruel and often funny
two-actor scenes looking in at the stages of married life (Harold Pinter,
Fay Weldon and Alun Owen). Tickets £20 from Annabel Friedlein,
Welwyn. For more information email anniefriedlein@hotmail.com

Saturday 10" 11:00am — 4:30pm A Day of Spiritual & Physical Wellbeing at Royston
Town Hall. See page 42 for full details.

Saturday 10" 7:30pm Braughing Music Society — The Edwardian Cello. See page 16
for full details.

Saturday 17" 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

Sunday 25" 12 noon — 4:00pm Blooming Great Tea Party at Brent Pelham Village
Hall. See page 38 for full details.

Thursday 29" 10:00am — 4:00pm British Red Cross First Ever Christmas Fair at
Fanhams Hall Hotel, Ware. Entrance £4. Café and Restaurant. Free
parking. For further details contact 01992 586609.

LOOKING AHEAD

November
Sunday 1% 7:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Buntingford Family Fireworks
Extravaganza at The Bury. See page 46 for full details.

Saturday14™ 10:00am — 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Annual Craft Fair. See
page 21 for full details.

Saturday 21% 2:00pm — 4:00pm Layston School Christmas Fayre at Layston School.
See page 15 for full details.

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com




EDITORIAL

Autumn is certainly here and the evenings are drawing in. Don't forget to put your clocks
back an hour on 25" October. At least we will get an extra hour in bed (unless you have
small children or a puppy).

I'm really looking forward to the new Alternative Refuse Collections coming up next month.
Apart from remembering what goes into what coloured box or bin and when and where
said container will be collected — where on earth are all these attractive bits of plastic going
to be kept? If you don't have access to your back garden from the front of your house, all
these eye sores have to be kept in people's front gardens. Ummm 'brown bin' (collected
every two weeks) 'Prioritise — If you have more waste than will fit, please place food waste
in first, cardboard second and garden waste last'. How can this be managed unless you
keep everything somewhere else and putting it all in the bin (in order) just prior to the
collection? Do you know how much food waste, cardboard and garden waste you are
going to accumulate in two weeks? Mind boggling. On the bright side, it will save on
driving down to the local household waste site each weekend, along with all the other
recyclers.

While on the subject, why oh why when you place your bin (doesn't matter what colour)
out for collection, (in the required place, not blocking the pavement) is it never put back
where you left it? | know the refuse collectors do a sterling job, but it doesn't take much to
return them to where they were left, it would be appreciated. If you are out all day, the
discarded receptacle could be blocking someone's driveway or the pavement.

Another event to look forward to is the 'trick and treating' that will be happening at the end
of the month. Can't wait to get rid of the sweets | bought in specially for last year!

Deadline for the November Journal is

12 noon on Tuesday 20" October 2009

Copy and diary entries:

Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyachowney@pbtinternet.com
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE * BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢ CO-OP SUPERMARKET

COUNTRY FLOWERS ¢ DELISSIMO ¢« FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢ KIRKHAMS *« MARK DOEL
PIGGOTTS * QUILLER BOOKS « WESTMILL TEA ROOM
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- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR @/

Hi Aliya via email

Buntingford is my hometown and I'm the eldest son of Max Hodges, who has been profiled
by Val Hume on the Buntingford website. | now live in Cambridge but my brother Duncan
still lives in the town. I'm doing some family history research on my family's involvement
with the London sporting gun trade. They were shotgun makers in London for 125 years.
Amazingly one of the directors of their company (Henry Atkin Ltd, later Atkin Grant and
Lang) was a Lionel Dudley Morse of Buntingford, and this was in the 1960s, around the
time that we moved into the town from Mutfords farm, near Hare Street, and everyone in
Buntingford knew each other. My Dad, however, has never heard of him.

| would to find out if anyone in the town still remembers Lionel or is related/descended to
or from him? I'd like to know how he got involved with being a director of a London gun
maker, and if there are any memories of my relations who ran the company. Any
information will be gratefully received and you can contact me on 01223 563 873.

Many thanks,
Robert Hodges

Dear editor by letter

In St Peter's Church on Sunday 30" August, Buntingford had its own proms. A combined
North and East Herts Youth Orchestra, played a selection of music ranging from Bach to
Gershwin and from Mozart to Lennon and McCartney. The whole programme was a joy to
listen to and it was a shame that more people were not in church to enjoy it. Warmest
congratulations go to all the players and especially to Thomas Marlow, who conducted the
orchestra. If in future there is an opportunity to hear this group playing, then don't miss i,
but until then a huge 'well done' to everyone involved.

Name and address supplied

Dear editor by letter

Mr & Mrs Dean Bird would like to thank Glyn Howdle for the wonderful wedding ceremony
at St Mary's church in Aspenden, on 5" September, for their daughter and her husband
Paul.

We would also like to say a very big thank-you to Penny and Paul at The Fox and
everyone who helped them on our daughter's special day. The food was splendid and they
organised the whole day wonderfully. It was the perfect place for a country village
wedding.

Dean and Sue Bird



i LETTERS TO THE EDITOR @/

via email

| read with interest your articles from Martin and Mandy concerning St Bartholomew's
church.

Are we really being asked to believe that the proposed conversion of the church to a
residential dwelling is being done solely for the love of Layston. When our romantic Martin
and Mandy get bored with their newly converted house will they be happy to donate it to
the local community rather than encourage some out of town yuppie to purchase it at a
vastly inflated price. Some how | doubt it.

Already the gravestones have been cleared from the site and pushed to the edge forming
a very convenient, and supposed innocuous, garden boundary. | am sure the families of
the many people buried at Layston will be shattered to see the headstones desecrated. If
our Martin and Mandy have found their ever loving dream home, why has it taken over two
years to complete the purchase? Clearly finance is not the problem. Or could it be that if
they are refused planning permission and the potential future profit, they will just walk
away and leave the ruins to the continued care of the local community. There is somebody
willing to purchase the church with a view to reinstating it for the use of the local
community. Now surely that is the love of an area and its people. | would urge the
residents of Buntingford to sign the petition, which is available at the Post Office asking the
planners to reject the planning application. It may have been two years in the life of Martin
and Mandy but it is more than 200 years in the lives of our local residents. Let us not
destroy history with the swipe of a pen.

Name and address supplied but withheld

East Herts

Chairman's Charity 60s Night
with Numbers & Co

in aid of Isabel Hospice

Saturday 24™ October
7:30pm — 11:30pm
at

Freman College, Bowling Green Lane, Buntingford
(Optional 60s dress)

Tickets £12.50 per person
Tickets from the Manor House, High Street, Buntingford




BUNTINGFORD BUNTINGFORD
TowN FC TowN FC

BUNTINGFORD TOWN FC
www.buntingfordtownfc.com

In my last article | expressed optimism for the coming season. Unfortunately that optimism
has not been backed up by results, and anyone who has visited our website recently will
have noticed that neither of our County League sides has yet to record a win. We have
come close on a number of occasions, but seem to fall at the final hurdle. Nevertheless,
performances have been good and we are certainly trying to play passing, entertaining
football, so | am not downhearted. | can see that we will come good in the end — it may just
take a little longer than we had hoped.

Of course waiting for a win is becoming a burden on the players and confidence is at times
rather lacking, which of course exacerbates the situation. As far as | am concerned, so
long as everyone is doing their bit and giving 100% there is little else we can expect of
them. For their sakes | hope things pick up soon.

The Veterans have just returned from their annual tour, which this year was in sunny
lIfracombe and | would like to thank Pete Ware for organising the trip. | was unable to go
this year (instead opting to witness yet another English batting collapse at Lords), but it
came as no surprise to me that a great time was had by all. The lads returned with a 2-2
draw against lifracombe Town and a quick round of crazy golf under their belts!

The Vets were
also in action way
back in  June
when they were
guests of Rod

Stewart's in
Epping, where we
faced his

'Vagabond' on an
immaculate pitch,
which was
probably the best

' most of us have
ever played on. In sweltering heat and somewhat over-awed by the occasion, we
struggled to find our feet and conceded a couple of goals early on in the match. Eventually
the side started to perform, but we were no match for the skill and pace of the opposition
who finally put eight goals past us to no reply.

But, it was a great day, and | would like to thank Rod for making it special for all of us,
taking the time to chat to us both before the match and also in the local hostelry
afterwards. Everyone made us feel very welcome, and we'd love to go back sometime and
give them a better game!

Chris Thurgill
Chairman, Buntingford Town FC
Date Time Team Opposition
Sat 3 Oct 14:30 First Team Allenburys Sports (League, away)
14:30 Reserves Harpenden Rovers Res. (League, home)
Sat 10" Oct 14:00 | First Team London Lions (Aubrey Cup, home)
14:00 Reserves London Lions Res. (Reserve Cup, away)
Sun 11" Oct 10:30 | Veterans Tolmers (Friendly, home)
Sat 17" Oct 13:45 First Team Allenburys Sports (Herts Intermediate Cup, home)
Sun 18" Oct 10:30 | Veterans Enfield Vets (Friendly, away)
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Record Crowd in costume, army uniform, or just sported the
uniform quiffs and leather gear of a

Bunti ngfo rd previous decade.

The event was organised by Buntingford
he Buntingford Classic Event held | Town Centre Management and was
on Saturday 5" September, | supported by a number of the local
proved to be the biggest and most | businesses and some enthusiasts. It was
successful yet. free admission and plans are already
underway for the 10" anniversary event

Record numbers of exhibitors, numbering next year on 4" September

over 300, brought their classic, modern
and unusual vehicles to Buntingford and | Prizes were awarded as follows, with a
took part in the unique display of classic | new trophy this year in memory of local
motors amongst the old building of the | luminary and regular supporter of the
ancient market town. Enthusiasts came | show Brian Juniper, who sadly passed
from afar to enjoy the 9" Buntingford | away a few months ago.

Classic Event Car Show.

Winners of the 2009 awards were:

Leka Award for best car — Mr G Parker
with his 1931 Austin Swallow.

Dickie Burrell Award for best bike — classic
Norton registration MNN 148E

James Oliver Radley Award for car most
like to drive home in — Mr D Smith with his
Cobra replica.

MY Computer services Award for Bunty's
= most interesting — Mr P Hardy with his Dax
4| Cobra.

| The Brian Juniper Trophy (kindly donated
by Tony Ransom) — Mr D Shipman with his

An estimated 5,000 people flocked to view | classic Jaguar XK 120.

the displays and enjoy the entertainment
on offer. Co-organizer, Graham Bonner,
commented that 'The crowd was one of
the largest seen in Buntingford for any
event ... not one glass was broken, not
one ill-tempered incident and all in all a
fabulous reflection of the people of
Buntingford and those who visit us. The
organisers can feel rightly proud of
themselves for a fabulous event.'

Vintage classics sat side by side with
modern sports cars. American army
motors, bike club choppers and hotrods all
lined the streets of Buntingford. Music was
supplied by world renowned blues, rock
and roll and jazz artists. Some people
dressed for the occasion in period Best in show — 1931 Austin Swallow

1"



United Benefice of
St. Mary's - Aspenden
St. Peter's — Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin - Westmill
Church of England

Reverend lan Hill
Parish office 01763 271552
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER

4t 9:30am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill ~ Holy Communion
11:00am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Morning Prayer
7th 9:30am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Said Holy Communion (BCP)
11th 9:30am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion
11:00am  St. Peter's — Buntingford All Age Family Worship
5:450m Nevetts Songs of Praise
18t 10:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill ~ United Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Family Praise
25t 10:00am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill ~ Family Service
11:00oam  St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion
ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie

HOLY MASS is celebrated each:
Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm

Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham

Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

CONFESSIONS are each Saturday from 10:30am — 11.15am
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" UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD

MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am

October 4 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham
11 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie
18 Harvest Festival Rev Derek Newton
25 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie

November 1 Holy Communion Rev Carole Pearl

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all
children and young people.

The Bright Hour — a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting
speakers — meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on
the first Friday of the month.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk

+ BritishRedCross The first ever |
Christmas Fair

at Fanhams Hall Hotel
Entrance £4 Ware, Hertfordshire
Café and Restaurant Thursday 29th October 2009
’/1,9\:ooam = 4:oopm

Free parking

For further details
contact 01992 586609




BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

We are pleased announce that Buntingford Town Council, in partnership with Limbach
Banham Solicitors, is holding free 15-minute legal surgeries at The Manor House.
Appointments can be booked by calling the Clerk's Office up to 24 hours before the
planned surgery. We will just need to know your name, phone number and a very broad
idea of the nature of your query. This will enable the solicitors to send the right person to
speak to you. There will be no obligation to use the solicitors after your initial consultation
and the surgeries are free of charge. See below for further details.

We welcome the Reverend lan Hill as Priest-in-Charge for the United Benefice of
Aspenden, Buntingford and Westmill and hope that he and his family will be happy living
and working here in Buntingford.

Hopefully by the time this goes to press, works will have commenced to refurbish the skate
ramps, unfortunately, they will be out of action for a short time.

Jill Jones MILCM

Town Clerk
TowN COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER
Thursday 1% Amenities Committee — 8:00pm
Tuesday 6" Youth Committee — 4:00pm
Thursday 8" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 8" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 29" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 29" Full Council — 8:00pm

All meetings will be held at The Manor House
All members of the public are welcome to attend
Office hours: Monday — Thursday  9:00am — 5:00pm, closed Fridays
Tel: 01763 272222

email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk

? Buntingford Town Council
A in partnership with
Limbach Banham Solicitors
Free Legal Surgery
Strictly Confidential
no obligation 15-minute consultations with local solicitor
Starting Monday 12™ October
at The Manor House
Every 2nd and 4th Monday in the month
4:00pm to 5:00pm

Call the Clerk’s Office on 01763 272222 to book an appointment
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Halloween Disco
Saturdag 31St ot'l’ober 200?

Technical Institute
(Youth Club Building)
Baldock Road, Buntingford

7:30pm -10:00pm
13 - 19 year olds
Come in Fancy Dress if you dare!

Further information contact PCSO Sarah Brown
on 01992 533329

MYSTO,, Layston C of E First School Q}g
. N
Christmas Fayre 9%%\«%72,
Y \“ al
CHOO Saturday 21st November 2009 'S
2pm - 4pm

Santa's Grotto * Grand Draw * Carols
Tombola Traders Raffle * Craft Stall

Games * Refreshments

& much more

15




gwﬂ/ﬂugc&uﬁij_- Music @ St. Mary’s Church, Braughing

Saturday 10" October, 7:30pm
The Edwardian Cello - a Musical Entertainment with Michael Lunts

Travel back in time to the Edwardian era with Michael Lunts and Melanie Dennerly with
her cello, in a nostalgic and witty musical entertainment recreating a bygone age. You
are invited to participate in a concert in aid of the Titanic Relief Fund including recent
works by Elgar, Gilbert & Sullivan and Mendelssohn. Mr Lunts also promises items from
his extensive repertoire of comic songs from the period.

Tickets: £12, £10 or £15 on the door. Under 15 - free

For further information and tickets please email, telephone or fax:
Telephone: 01763 289073

email: bookings@braughingmusicsociety.co.uk

Visit our website www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not

necessarily those of the Editor.

? ? QUIZNIGHT 9 9

17" OCTOBER
? Doors open 7:30pm ?
{ for 8.00pm start .
at

Layston First School
The Causeway, Buntingford

‘? £8 a ticket
* Including ploughman's supper *
Maximum eight persons a team
Prize for each member of the winning team
Licensed bar

Tickets available from Debbie and Matt - telephone 01763 272398
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BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SoCIAL CLUB

74 g"g C 1 U affiliated 74 g%&
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS
et 8 Telephone 01763 271889 et 8
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

% BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY 3%

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize
ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm

Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING

There is a quiz on every 2" Tuesday in the month
J Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2"d Saturday in the month J3

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine,
which are free on 2" Saturday of the month and every Sunday.
Sky Sports

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON'T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime.

Friday 2" October — Entertainment Quiz Night. Music, TV Comedy and Film.
Teams up to six people. £1 per person for members and their guests.

SOME EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
FRIDAY 20" NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED NIGHT

COME AND HAVE FUN AND HELP US RAISE MONEY FOR CHILDREN IN
NEED.

JINNNRNRRNRRRRRRRRRRNNNNI8898943494949838383837NRNRRRRRRRR
SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change)

39 Oct — Maxwell Hammer and Smith do Queen
10" Oct — Free juke box, pool and snooker
17" Oct — Abakus
24" Oct — Gold
31%' Oct — Saturday Night Special

Neil Diamond tribute and Cherry Sundae girl band
MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT

To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

JINNNNNRRNRRRRRRRRRNRNNNNI898943498343838383 837 NRNRRRRRRRA
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BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able
Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for October 2009

Thurs 1% [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford town centre Bus £4

Thurs 8" [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

Sat 10" 2:30pm Performance 'Fiddler on the Roof' at Gordon Craig| Bus £4
theatre, Stevenage. Tickets £12.50

Mon 12" | 10:30am — 3pm Welwyn Garden City — John Lewis, M&S,| Bus&£6
Debenhams, WH Smith, Boots etc

Thurs 15" [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford town centre Bus £4

Thurs 15" [ 2:30pm Performance 'Spirit of the Dance' at Gordon Craig| Bus £4
theatre, Stevenage. Tickets £16.50

Sun 18" 2:30pm Performance Moscow Ballet 'Nutcracker' at Gordon | Bus £4
Craig theatre, Stevenage. Tickets £16.00

Thurs 22™ [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

Fri 234 10:30am — 2:30pm | Country Homes & Gardens — Plants etc, Crafts, | Bus £4.50
Cotton Traders, Cards etc.

Tues 27" | 10:30am — 2:00pm | Letchworth — drop-off at Morrison's Bus £5

Thurs 29" [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford town centre Bus £4
November 2009

Thurs 5" [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford town centre Bus £4

Sat 7™ 2:30pm Performance 'Carousel'’ at Gordon Craig theatre,| Bus£4

Stevenage. Tickets £12.00

To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708

COFFEE MORNING
Wednesday 21% October
at Benson Hall
10:30am — 12:00noon
Coffee * Raffle * Cakes * Bric-a-Brac * Marmalade
Proceeds for the mini-bus

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE * BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢ CO-OP SUPERMARKET
COUNTRY FLOWERS ¢ DELISSIMO ¢« FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢ KIRKHAMS *« MARK DOEL
PIGGOTTS * QUILLER BOOKS * WESTMILL TEA ROOM




BUNTINGFORD

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

Victorians were not as straight laced as we had thought! The next meeting on

Monday 12" October 2pm, Buntingford Community Centre, is our AGM. There
won't be a speaker at this meeting but there will wine and refreshments. We hope to have
an enjoyable afternoon planning for the year ahead, so please come along to support your
committee. The present committee have agreed to stand again, except that John Croll will
be standing down as chairman. I'm sure we all thank him for the work he has done on the
steering committee.

O ur speaker for September was Tom Doig, who opened our eyes to the fact that the

We have now got the Buntingford Group up and running but we need to know what you as
members/potential members see as the future. We would love to see some new faces on
the committee, nobody has to do more than they are comfortable with. If there is anyone
else who would like to put themselves forward for chair, we would really like to hear from
you.

Three new groups are planned to get us through the autumn/winter, a book reading group,
board games ie Scrabble etc. and a weekend social group. After Christmas we hope to be
running a group covering the changes in Buntingford over the last 70 years. If you are
interested in any of these please contact me.

U3A’s ﬁare member led, we need you to be involved and we look forward to seeing you on
the 12"

Jean Devenish — Group leader co-ordinator
Tel: 01763 271783 email: jean.devenish@waitrose.com

GROUP ACTIVITIES

Every Wednesday
Contact Diane Sheppard
Thursday 1 Oct
Contact Linda Hood
Friday 9" Oct

Contact Alan Rumble
Monday 12" Oct

Tuesday 13" & 27" Oct
Contact Christine Jefferies
Wednesday 14™ Oct
Contact Colin Gibbons
Friday 16™ Oct

Contact David Smith

New 6 week course 19'" Oct
(£24 in advance)
Wednesday 28™ Oct
Contact Evelyn Smith

Level walking up to one hour
Contact Mick Westwood
Thursdays

Contact Gill Southgate
Wednesday 28™ Oct
Contact Colin Gibbons

Conversational French
01920 823743
Walking Group

01763 272020
Computers (all levels)
01920 823608
Monthly Meeting

AGM

Singing for Pleasure
01763 273466

Family History (Introduction)
01763 271398
Photography

01763 849023

Yogic Breathing
01763 271783
Strollers Group 2
01763 272241
Strollers Group 1
01763 272594

Coffee & Chat

01763 272892

Family History (Intermediate)
01763 271398
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1:00pm — 3:00pm
The Crown
10:00am — 12:00pm
TBA

10:00am — 12noon
Youth Club

2:00pm — 4:00pm
Seth Ward Community Centre
2:00pm — 4:00pm
59 High Street
10:30am

2:00pm — 4:00pm

URCH

10:00am Community Centre
(upstairs)

TBA

TBA

Dates & times TBA

10:30am



| am an old age pensioner, my husband
died some years ago. It is getting harder
and harder to get out of the house when
| want to. | am lonely and would love
some company. Any young-minded
suggestions?

Regards, Lonely x

To 'Lonely'

Have you thought of getting a pet?
Apparently from my research, pets give
you a lot of enjoyment. How about a
cat? Or maybe a budgie? Something
you could look after in the comfort of
your own home; and be company for
you.

Agony Aunt October

This article is all about YOUR problems.

Dear Tasha,

| was playing rugby the other day and my
friend got punched in the face by this kid.
What do | do to that kid next time we
play them?

Yours sincerely, Want to punch someone.

To 'Want to punch someone'

Don’t do anything. Yes, you might be
angry with this kid because he punched
your mate. But fighting fire with fire isn’t
going to help anything. Plus, you could
be banned from the game and other
punishments.

To Agony Aunt Tasha,

I feel like I'm not doing too well with
my school work. I can't really
concentrate and my grades are
getting worse. What can I do to
improve and help me concentrate?
Thank you!! Can't concentrate

To 'Can't concentrate’

Do you know why you aren’t
concentrating? Is it the teachers?
Someone distracting you? Or are
you worried about being called a
nerd?

What I have found that helps is
literally to put your head down
and try and block out the noise.
If someone calls your name or
starts distracting you, just ignore
them. It does work. Trust me.

Dear Agony Aunt Tasha,

I've been worried about my body lately
because all my other friends have
started their period and | haven't. Is that
normal? Please help me!

Love, Anonymous

To 'Anonymous'

Don't worry; everyone goes through
different stages of puberty. Just
because you haven't matured physically,
doesn’t mean you haven't matured
mentally.

Hope that has helped some
people!

Look out next issue for:
Nutritious Nutty November



Furneux Festival

2009

Saturday 3?0 Sunday 4"
October

A weekend of fun and entertainment
in the beautiful village of Furneux Pelhag

Classic Cars ® Dog Show ® Music in the Ch
Stunning Flower Displays ® Country Store ==

Friends of Orchard Surgery
Annual Craft Fair

14" November 2009 10:00am - 3:00pm
Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford

Crafts ~ Bric-a-Brac ~ Cakes ~ Refreshments
Tombola ~ Face painting ~ Raffle

We are also supporting the children’s hospice z Cambridge EACH




Freman

COLLEGE

pleasure to congratulate both last year's Upper Sixth and also last year's E Year

F reman College starts the new academic year on a very positive note. It is a real

students on achieving really excellent results this summer.

The Upper Sixth beat the college's previous record for the greatest number of A level
points per subject. Meanwhile the E Years also achieved fantastic results. 80% of the year
group, gained five or more A* — C grades. Not only did they break the college record by
4%, they also collectively achieved the best average point score per student in the
college's history. The charts below demonstrate how, over the last five years, students'
performance has been well above that of students nationally and also has improved at a
far greater rate. What a credit to all those young people and their teachers.

% 5 or more A¥* - C grades

100
80

(1]

§ Freman

5 40

o Mational

20
0]
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 (Freman results top line)
Average point score per student
600
500 F/
400 —

v

o —_—

& 300 Freman
200 = National
100 (2009 figure not

yet available)
0

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  (Freman results top line)

What was particularly pleasing about both the A level and GCSE results was how well
students of all abilities achieved. It was great to see so many of them not just meeting, but
often exceeding, the challenging target grades they had been set. This reflected a great
deal of hard work and commitment on the part of students and also their teachers and it
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certainly sets the bar high for all our current E Year and Upper Sixth students!

Not only do we have our successful Ofsted report last term and the summer's exam
success to celebrate, but also the college's new status as a Foundation school. The
additional independence this offers the college will enable us to retain our current
character but make more effective use of our funding. With another over-subscribed intake
and more students than ever joining the Lower Sixth, we are in a strong financial position
to be able to continue to develop the provision we offer students.

So things certainly seem set for a great year ahead. As ever, we are looking for new and
better ways to help students to achieve to the very best of their ability. In particular, this
year, teachers will be focussing on how they give students advice on improving their work.
We want to make sure that students understand the standard at which they are working,
what they should be aiming to achieve next and most importantly, what they need to do to
achieve this. Coupled with the very positive attitude to work that we see in the vast
majority of students, we are confident that this will help even more of them to achieve
great things.

The term ahead is a particularly busy one. At the end of September we have our Open
Evening. This is our chance to showcase Freman and in particular the students, many of
who help out on the evening and always do an excellent job in representing the college.
Before half-term we have House Drama and House Cross-country, two very different
opportunities for students to help their House to earn all-important points. The second half
term will bring the challenge of mock GCSE exams for the E Year students but also the
pleasure of this year's Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, the Christmas concert and our
annual Prize giving. | would really encourage members of the local community to come to
our performances such as Romeo and Juliet and the Christmas concert. They are open to
all, not just the parents of students and you are guaranteed a great evening with very high
quality performances. Just contact the college office on 01763 271818 for more details.

Helen Loughran
Headteacher

% Buntingford x
Carnival Committee

Buntingford Carnival Saturday 19th June 2010

Due to a ftechnical hitch, | announced the wrong theme for next years
Buntingford Carnival — it should have read

FASHION FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Sorry about that — | hope you have not built your floats yet and have to
take them apart!

Itis now only eight months to the next carnival — not long.
Ashley Cantor
Chairman Buntingford Carnival Committee
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ANYONE FOR GARDENING?
(Part 3)
Martin & Mandy

So after our success in the Private Treaty we are allowed the keys to the church, as we
have a number of people who need to visit — after signing paperwork that makes us
promise not to move in (??) and take up residence, we are given a normal looking Yale
key for the padlock and a stunning medieval lock key which opens the chancel door.

The weekend arrives and we hotfoot it over to Layston, open the door and we are inside
— but this time without an estate agent or anybody else. We have time to look and enjoy
the memorials and we strain to read the inscriptions on some of them and wonder what
the Latin means on one. We realise that there are memorials for several generations of
the Bultt family.

The graveyard is
completely overgrown
by this stage, with two
metre high grass and
nettles everywhere and
a couple of paths cutting
through the site. Inside
the nave the brambles
have taken over and it's
a thick dense matting of
weeds and nettles
completely covering the
area, but we fight our
way across to the base
of the tower.

The base of the tower is

a two story high room with a stunning oak boarded roof, a couple of memorials on the
wall and some picture frames that once held some kind of canvas paintings. On the floor
there is a metal plate that had been pulled away from the corner where there is a small
archway leading to the base of a spiral staircase.

The stairs are narrow and wind up to the first room with its oak floor and winch frame,
used to lift bells. Here we find evidence of why the door had been pulled off — beer cans
and fag ends litter the floor. Along with the diocese, we arranged to have a new gate
fitted to prevent people going up there any more, as the potential for them burning the
tower down with a discarded cigarette is quite high.

The ceiling is the floor of the bell chamber and on the walls there are four tin panels with
the Lord's prayer printed on them. There are two windows visible that look out over the
graveyards; both have graffiti around them along with pigeon nests and droppings. The
graffiti is nothing like the spray can graffiti of the present day — it's small, hand carved
works of art, with dates like 1730 and 1860 against names of people that could be past
church wardens or workmen for the bell frame perhaps.

We move back to the spiral and up to the bell chamber with its bell frame and bells — as
we go up the staircase tightens even more. The ceiling of this room has a pair of oak
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cross beams and then a lined sloped roof with a tiny door that opens out onto the roof.
The bell frame is designed for five bells but actually has three bells and two spaces. The
bells look great, so with a bit of climbing around and careful manoeuvring, we managed
to get them to strike gently and they sound great as well. More grubbing around and a
close look at the markings on the bells and | realise that a bell founder called Chapman
cast one and the other two are by a chap called James Butler. These two look really
interesting — normally bells have a year of manufacture cast onto them but these two
have a date on each one and the date is the same, 20" March 1633. The place is oozing
history but it's clearly going to need some detective work to figure out what it all means.

We go back down the spiral and out into the Nave again. One sure thing is that a spot of
gardening would be a good idea, so we can see the church for the weeds so to speak,
especially as the next stage of the process is to draw up more definitive plans for the
building for submission to the local council as a planning application.

While all this is going on the diocese is
following up on some more paperwork. The
estate agents had more than 300 buyers
express an interest in the Private Treaty and
they had in excess of 30 people actually visit
on the open days; this all resulted in nine
submissions for the Private Treaty.

Now that the Treaty has been completed, the
church needs to give people who did not want
to buy the building a chance to voice their
views and this is done by a Pastoral Scheme.

So, one weekend in mid February, when
Mandy and | arrive at the church for gardening
duty, we see that there is a notice attached to
the front door giving details of the scheme for
all to see. | call the case officer mentioned on
the notice and he tells me about the meeting,
the advert in the local paper that the church
has placed and the posting of a flyer on the
council notice board, outside the Town Hall in
Buntingford. After a little bit of consideration
we decide to submit a representation in
support of our plan to the church
commissioners.

We wait for the closing date of the notice, which is six weeks away and then receive a
phone call, there have only been three submissions, all supporting the scheme — one
from our English Heritage case officer, one from the Vicar at St Peter's in Buntingford and
the one from Mandy and I. So, during the six weeks when the notice has been up, in full
sight of anyone walking past the church and presumably on the Town Hall notice board
(although we weren't checking that at the time), nobody has objected.

The next open day at St Bartholomew's will be between 10am and 3pm on Sunday 18" of
October. As before, the chancel with its memorials, will be open and you can see the
proposed plans for the conversion and ask any questions you may have.
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 citizens
Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm advice
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm bureau
Wednesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

From rationing to recession — Citizens Advice Bureaux turn 70

East Herts Citizens Advice Service (EHCAS) joined with other bureaux around the
country to celebrate the charity’s 70" birthday on Friday 4" September. War was
declared on 3™ September 1939 and the first 200 bureaux opened on 4" September
1939.

New figures show that what started out as an emergency service in wartime, is needed
now more than ever, as people turn to the CAB in record numbers for help with recession
-related problems. Over the last year EHCAS has seen a 9% increase in clients seeking
help with debt problems, bringing the total to 25% of the enquiries dealt with, statistics so
far for 2009 indicate this trend is continuing.

CAB manager Gail Cambery said, "From rationing to recession, the CAB has been there
for people in times of crisis. People’s problems may have changed over the decades but
the need for our service has not."

i Wartime austerity and enemy action saw bureaux helping people trace missing
relatives, helping them get back on their feet after being bombed out of their
homes and losing everything, arranging evacuation for mothers and children, and
sorting out problems with rationing.

il By the 1960s, a social revolution was taking place and new-found affluence began
to replace austerity for many. But the consumer boom brought new problems as
people realised they could 'buy now, pay later', and housing problems and divorce
dominated CAB caseloads.

T As a new millennium dawned, bureaux were still helping people cope with the
fallout from two recessions, mass unemployment, a repossessions crisis and
unprecedented access to easy credit. Debt and benefits became the biggest
issues brought to bureaux by far.

Now tackling around six million problems of all kinds every year, the volunteer-based
national charity, involving 27,000 people, has been used by almost half the population at
some time in their lives.

Gail Cambery added, "We have a history to be proud of and the reason we have survived
so long is that we have constantly adapted to meet changing advice needs. We are now
focussed firmly on the future, with the aim of making sure everyone is able to get the free,
independent and impartial advice they need, when they need it and in the way that best
suits their needs."

In East Herts four independent bureaux were established at Bishops Stortford,
Buntingford, Hertford and Ware. The original CAB offices in Ware opened in February
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1940 on the suggestion of Ware Town Council. Councillor Arthur Swain responded by
offering space at his Crane Mead works. The bureau was re-established in 1962 and
merged with Hertford bureau last year at Yeoman's Court, following a restructure of
EHCAS caused by council funding cuts.

The Hertford Bureau opened in 1972 in Railway Street and dealt with 1,400 enquiries that
year. After moving twice in 1979 and 1989, the bureau settled at Tooke House in Bull
Plain where it was officially opened on 3™ February 1993 by Her Royal Highness
Princess Anne.

The Bishop's Stortford bureau started in 1975 in a small room located in Dane Street,
close to what is now Price Bailey. It later moved to slightly bigger premises where
Sainsbury used to be, and in 1991 moved again to its present location at 74 South Street.

The Buntingford Bureau started life as an outreach service from Royston bureau in North
Hertfordshire. It then became an independent service in 1991 funded by East Herts
Council.

Today, East Herts Citizens Advice Service, provides the CAB service across East Herts
and is situated in two main locations, at Yeoman's Court in Hertford and on South Street
in Bishop's Stortford. It also runs several outreach services including ones at Ware,
Buntingford and Sawbridgeworth.

To mark the occasion on Friday 4" September the East Herts Citizens Advice Service
staff and volunteers held a picnic and a walking treasure hunt at the Standon and
Puckeridge Community Centre. Other fund-raising events are planned for later in the year.

The Royal British Legion Autumn Quiz

Quiz Night
October 30th 2009 at 7:30pm
Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford

Tickets £8 each (to include fish or chicken and chip supper)
Licensed bar and raffle

Quiz master Mrs Jackie Smith

Tickets available from Di Bamford on 01763 848481
or Carole Warren on 01763 848482
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KATE WiLLIS FGA — A SHOPLESS JEWELLER

Born in Cuffley, Kate Willis moved to Buntingford in March this
year. After studying Philosophy at university in Liverpool, Kate
realised that her passion lay with jewellery, in particular precious
stones; so she studied gemmology and is a graduate
gemmologist. She has been working in the London jewellery
trade for 20 years and offers a consultancy valuation service to
businesses in the jewellery manufacturing and retail trade when
buying diamonds and other precious stones. Through her work
Kate has built extensive trade contacts, which now enables her
to buy diamonds and precious stones at wholesale prices.

Kate has also built up a private client list, to which she offers a personal jewellery service.
She has teamed up with a goldsmith who has been working in Bond Street for over 25
years. Kate is able to offer her services, which include the design and manufacture of
individual, one-off pieces of top quality handmade jewellery.

As a registered valuer, a member of The National Association of Goldsmiths and a Fellow
of the Gemmological and Gem Testing Laboratory of Great Britain (GAGTL), this enables
Kate to offer independent advice with regards to valuations for insurance, private sale /
purchase, family division and probate.

Kate works out of her Buntingford home but generally visits clients in their own homes or
offices to discuss requirements. If a client requires a bespoke piece of jewellery, Kate
would produce designs and source a range of stones to fit with budgets. On her second
visit the client would choose stones and finalise details. The lead times for production are
generally two to three weeks and the finished item is presented boxed and with a valuation
for insurance purposes. Kate provides fabulous quality jewellery at affordable prices. You
fix the budget.

If Kate were engaged to carry out a valuation, she would again visit the client, photograph
and take all relevant details of the items for valuation. She would then produce the
valuation schedule, supplied in a presentation folder with the photographed item,
accompanied by notes to the schedule. Valuations for insurance purposes should be
updated every 3-4 years as prices fluctuate and, should you lose a precious piece of
jewellery or a watch and wish to claim on your insurance, you would only be recompensed
for the value on the last valuation, not necessarily for the cost to replace the item, like-for-
like.

Kate Willis is, in effect, a shop-less jeweller! This gives her the flexibility to shop around
with suppliers and keep costs to a minimum, with no great overheads to cover. She also
carries out repairs, remounting of old items of jewellery, watch supply and repair/service
and supplies items of silver, be it photo frames, christening gifts or flatware.

Being local and able to visit you at home, Kate can be contacted on 07788 698 583 or
email her at kate@katewillis.com for that unique, extra special piece of jewellery or for
your jewellery or watch repairs and for your valuations.

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for

errors or omissions in this publication.




Coffee Morning
in aid of Ethiopia

Saturday 10th October 2009
10:30am - 12 noon

Benson Hall (opposite the Co-op)

Meeting

You are invited to an informal
networking meeting
on Thursday 29th October at 9am, in the
Buntingford Coffee Shop

‘ Buntingford Networking

We look forward to seeing you there!

For further information, please contact Fiona or Nicola
email: info@flexystaff.co.uk or telephone: 0870 288 5141

| N 'sabel Hospice [/ (| FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Local Care for Local People since 1982

Sunday 4" October 2009 — Rotary Horse Ride

Sponsored Charity Fun Horse Ride, in aid of Isabel Hospice, Riding for the Disabled and
other Rotary Charities, held in the beautiful Hatfield Park Hertfordshire, by kind
permission of the Marquis and Marchioness of Salisbury. Raffle and refreshments are
available on the day. Event photographers will be there to offer souvenirs of your
occasion. A rare opportunity to ride a marvellous eight-mile course now with added
optional jumps, passing through mainly parkland of outstanding natural beauty. Co-
ordinator John Perrin tel 01707 327289 or email John.f.perrin@ntlworld.com

Saturday 24" October 2009 — Isabel Hospice Jumble Sale, 2:30pm — 4:30pm
Thundridge Village Hall. Contact 01920 462992. Admission 20p

Saturday 24" October 2009 — Chairman's Charity 60s night, 7:30pm — 11:00pm

Why not come and dance the night away to some fabulous 60s tunes organised by
Chairman of East Herts Council, Stan Bull? Held at Freman College, Bowling Green
Lane, Buntingford. Tickets £12.50 from the Manor House, Buntingford or the chairman's
office, telephone 01279 502182 or email chairman.office@eastherts.gov.uk
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL

Year 4s roving reporters have been visiting other classes to find out how they are settling
into the new school year here in Layston School.

Katie, Harry and Holly found our newest recruits, the
Reception class, having fun outside in their garden. They
were enjoying blowing bubbles and mixing ‘cement’ in
the sandpit “like builders on the road”. One little girl told
them that her favourite activity was playing with her
friends on the field.

Aoife and Abbie dropped in on Year 1. The children were
busy being pirates in their special pirate ship role-play

4 area. Mrs Gillingham, their teacher, is a new member of
staff. She said that she is very proud of her new class because they are working hard and
enjoying the new term.

Year 2 told Thomas and Ross that they have enjoyed painting portraits of themselves to
put on display. They also like going into the hall first thing in the morning for a ‘Wake and
Shake’ dance session. It's fun and helps them to get ready for work.

Tom and Archer discovered that Year 3 have
enjoyed learning to play tag rugby. They have
also welcomed Lorraine Theobald, who has
visited to get the class topic on Ancient Greece off
to a lively start with a music and dance session.
The workshop explored the story of Theseus and
the Minotaur.

Year 4 themselves have also had a busy time
with a walk to Layston Church and a trip to
Wodeson Park to join in the Olympic Games.

Our roving reporters were delighted to find all of the children in Layston School actively
enjoying their learning and having fun.

Our Year 4 reporters
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get more out of walking with the Ramblers
Royston and District Group

October For times and meeting places please phone the appropriate leaders.

Sunday 4" All day walk Much Hadham, Wareside — 11 miles. Leader Paul 01763
244038

Thursday 8" Morning walk Barkway — 5% miles. Leaders Bob & Sue 01763 849046

Friday 9"" AGM followed by slides. Lesley 01763 273463

Sunday 11" Figure of Eight walk Weston, Clothall — 6 miles + 5miles. Leader David
01763 247572

Tuesday 13" Morning walk Furneux Pelham — 5% miles. Leader Anne 01763 245410

Saturday 17" All day walk — 12-15 miles. Afternoon walks — 8-10 miles & 4-5 miles
Woolmer Green. Leader Robin 01763 245750

Sunday 18" All day walk Meppershall, Silsoe — 11%2 miles. Leaders Roger & Linda
01462 453752

Thursday 22"  Morning walk Weston, Halls Green — 6% miles. Leader David 01763
247572

Sunday 25" All day walk Goff’'s Oak, Newgate Street — 10 miles. Leaders Chantal &
Christopher 01763 246221

Tuesday 27" Morning walk Babraham — 5% miles. Leader Tony 01223 842871

>

BUNTINGFORD

m FA

COUGARS

Youth Foothall Club
st

iy Eo

You'll have fun + Keepfit + Make new friends + And be part of a team

Visit our website to find out more
or email join@BuntingfordCougars.co.uk

www.BuntingfordGougars.co.uk
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BUNTINGFORD PEOPLE REMEMBERED FROM THE 1940s AND 1950s
Part 1
by Peter Downham

Although | was not born in Buntingford | spent all my childhood there, living in the High
Street, and | recall many people of this era who we might now describe as characters.
Many of them have been the subjects of complete articles, while others have been
mentioned in recollections by various authors. However, many of those | remember have
not appeared in print and, although | may not have a great deal to say about some of
them, | feel that they should not be forgotten.

As | lay awake one night | wandered, in my minds-eye, through my childhood
Buntingford, starting at the South end and making my way up the West side of the main
road, and so | thought it appropriate to comment on some of the people | remembered on
the way. Many people are not mentioned, not because | choose to leave them out, but
because | cannot recall them after nearly sixty years. No doubt also there will be errors of
fact, which hopefully, someone will correct.

| spent many hours at Buntingford station, as did a number of my friends. The particular
attraction was the yard at the rear of the station, past the coal yards of Cecil Sale and
Moys, where the little N7 locomotives were coaled and watered ready for the next trip to
St Margaret's station. Tom Gray, one of the drivers, was always friendly and encouraged
us onto the footplate. Indeed we used to help him drive the engine to couple-up with the
train. After much persuading he agreed that, if we kept a very low profile, we could ride
the full length of the line on the footplate, but only one at a time. My friend John Widfield,
son of the local GP, was the first to go. Unfortunately his profile was not low enough and
he was spotted somewhere on the line, and so he was the only one to make the trip. | am
sure Mr Harvey, the stationmaster, must have turned a blind eye. Later in life Tom Gray
became the landlord of the Fox and Duck.

Mervyn Corp, | remember well, was one of the booking clerks. He and his wife (who
taught me at Layston School) both sang in St Peter’'s Church choir for many years. He
had a very distinctive, deep voice. The Vicar in those days was the Reverend Jackson,
who had returned from Africa where he had been a missionary for many years. The
Jacksons had four daughters and a son called David. He qualified as a vet and went to
work in Africa. They lived in the Vicarage at the top of the High Street, down a very long
drive, where Vicarage Road Estate was built.

In the bungalow next to the bridge lived the Patemans, John, | think, and Ada. He was a
short round gentleman who played in the Town band. He tolled the bell at St Peter’s until
his death, when Freddie Butler took on this commitment.

Moving up the Market Hill | came to Barclays Bank, managed during the war years by
Harold Cox, who went on to manage the Huntingdon branch.

To be continued

32



Friends of Chernobyl's Children

Once again, families in Buntingford hosted children from the polluted area of Belarus.
This was a joyful and honestly, exhausting time, during four weeks in July.

During their visit, the children had several health checks, as they do every year. Last year
J. Oliver Radley Opticians gave all of the children free eye checks and for one girl, Vlada,
free glasses. She was not only delighted that she looked so 'cool' and princess like, but
we had reports back that her academic grades had improved considerably, as a direct
result of being able to see clearly.

This year she had to have more glasses as her eyes had changed again. One of the
boys, Andrei, had to have glasses too. As a complete surprise, James offered to check
the interpreter's eyes too, as he wears glasses. It was found that he had a serious eye
condition that will be checked in Belarus. Gennardi was very grateful to James and the
staff. The charity is beyond grateful, that a lovely gentleman, who gives his time for the
children, will now start to receive treatment.

Py Ill,

Gennardi (the translator, left) with Vlada
(front) and Andrei and Micha.

Jarhes;?# Vlada eyes1ght
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Millfield First & Nursery School

We are already busy this new term and have welcomed new children into our nursery and
reception class. The elections for the new school council have just taken place and the
new committee has just been introduced to the school. The new assembly committee and
'Eco-Action team' are also being chosen and have begun their work.

This term the whole school is studying the theme of 'Journeys'. KS1 started off with an
imaginary visit to Hawaii, which included going through passport control and eating
tropical fruit when they arrived! They have also has a trip to the seaside. Even though the
weather was very wet they all had a wonderful time.

KS2 is looking in detail at the country of Kenya. They have all come to school in their
'African explorer' outfits, sampled African food and later in the term will enjoy a visit from
an African drumming group.

On Friday 25" September we are celebrating the 40" Anniversary of the school with a
special party lunch. If the weather is kind we will eat outside. There will a range of party
food and party games are scheduled afterwards. Each child is going to be given a special
commemoratory bookmark.

KS1s very wet trip to
Walton on the Naze
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If so, why not join the committee of the Buntingford Civic
Society and help to preserve what is best in the
town and influence its future development. We would
particularly like to hear from those who have an interest
in planning for the future.

For further information, please contact the secretary,
Joyce Jackson, on 01763 271463 (email:
henryjack@msn.com) or the chairman, Derek Cooper,
on 01763 271115 (email:bridewell@btclick.com).

visit the website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

All meetings are on a Monday evening at 7:30pm — 9:45pm at the Technical
Institute in Baldock Road, Buntingford. For more information, contact Nick

Howell on 07789 927 640.

5" Oct Driving Theory/Test Practice
Pick Film
Weights & Fitness
12" Oct Movie Night
Weights & Fitness
19" Oct Burger Making
Weights & Fitness
26" Oct Tattoo Deign
Weights & Fitness i
2" Nov Canvas Art bu ntl ngfo rd
Weights & Fitness & district

youth club
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BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

At the club meeting on 2™ September, Dave Dellar
gave a very interesting talk on the 'Principles of
Gardening'. We were encouraged to give our views
on various slides of gardens and what principles
were being demonstrated. The majority of members
agreed on whether they liked or disliked the gardens.

By the time you receive this edition of the Journal,
we will have visited the Fairhaven Woodland and
Water Garden on 1% October.

Our meeting on Wednesday 7" October is a talk by
Peter Jackson, from Scotsdales, on 'Climbing and
Wall plants'. This should be very good, so do come
along and have a listen. The competition is an
autumn flower (that means any flower that is
blooming at that time!).

We meet at 7:45pm for 8:00pm at the URC Hall in
Baldock Road.

Margaret Howarth — 01763 289211

Don't forget to put your clocks back by

1 hour on 25 t October

BUNTINGFORD ADULT LEARNING FOR FUN
(formerly WEA)

New six-week evening course starting Monday 5" October at 8:00pm, entitled 'The 70s in
Retrospect'. The tutor is the very popular Stephen Barnard.

The 1970s is a decade remembered mainly in negative terms — everything from rampant
inflation and industrial unrest to punk rock and flared trousers. Certainly it proved a stark
contrast to the heady, hopeful atmosphere of the swinging 60s. But how did the events,
personalities, fashions and trends of the 1970s really impact on our every-day lives? In
this course we look at the social, political and cultural history of this rather unloved decade
and how the way we lived then helped shape the world we know today.

The course is held at Seth Ward Community Centre, Luynes Rise and we have coffee
before the courses start. Everyone will be made very welcome. If you would like any
further details please phone Julia on 01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341.
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@&Bixon Place FundRai

Saturday 3T' October 2009

at Dixon Place, Bowling Green Lane
10:30am onwards

L?S Bric-a-brac , Clothes

@A«é? .
(WWﬁ . Shoes, Gifts

« AFTER THE DANC

- < by Terence Rattigan

Presented by

The Buntingford Dramatic Society
by arrangement with Nick Hern Books
The Benson Hall, Buntingford

Fri 25th, Sat 26th September

Fri 2nd, Sat 3rd October

Curtain up 7:30pm

Tickets £10

Including light supper

Box Office

Bell House Gallery

High Street

Buntingford

More information
01763 272123

www.buntingforddrama.org
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%% Blooming Great Tea Party

in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care and the village hall

25" October 2009
12pm - 4pm at Brent Pelham Village Hall

Tea ~ Coffee ~ Cakes ~ Book stall ~ Craft stall ~ Soft Toy Tombola ~ Raffle ~ Spin for a
bottle of Cava and more games ~ Personalised name meanings, poems, necklaces, bracelets
and Guardian Bears.

Also a chance to buy your autumn & winter bedding plants:
mixed pansy, Pansy Can Can, Viola, Polyanthus & Wallflowers.

Anyone wishing to donate raffle prizes or offer their help on the day, or who would like to hire

Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society

b Invitation to

Cage Bird Show

Saturday 24th October at 1:00pm — 4:30pm
at Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford

Raffle — Refreshments etc.

Bird Sale — Bird Products for Sale — Auction later in day

If you would like to show, then please phone
Mr C Pegram - Show secretary on 01223 833557

Society meet first Tuesday of each month in Benson Hall at 8:00pm

Society secretary — Mr W Lodge telephone 01920 438482

BUNTINGFORD W.I.

Bob Jones was the speaker at our September meeting and his talk was entitled
'‘Laughter in the Village'. Bob used to be a dairy farmer and he now writes a
regular column in the Hertfordshire Mercury, as well as being a Paramedic
based in Hertford.

The stories he told were either from personal experience or items he gleaned
from talking to villagers about characters they remembered.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 8" October at the United Reformed Church,
Baldock Road (opposite the Post Office), when Julia Garfitt will be talking about
Mercy Ships.

Visitors are always welcome.
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oY Proposed London Road Development

The following is the text of a short presentation given at the meeting of the East Herts
Development Control Committee on 23™ September 2009. Unfortunately, the Committee
still gave the go ahead to the Barratt application.

Good evening. I'm Bob Jackson representing the Buntingford Civic Society and some local
residents.

The issue with this planning application is solely the nature of the development proposed.

The planning officer's report contains several phrases indicating that the pressure to build
more affordable homes in East Herts is being used by the developer to allow a more
liberal interpretation of local policies and planning documents than would normally be the
case. For example:

1 Para 3.11 says that the need for affordable housing is so great that the council should
accept that it be located in one area of the site rather than distributed as recommended
in the Council's own SPD on Affordable Housing. Para 7.12 indicates that the
developer has put pressure on by saying that he will not develop the site in the present
climate if affordable housing is to be distributed. Is this committee going to cave in to
pressure from the developer who understandably wishes to maximize his return? The
statement in the same section that 'the proposed 'one location' development fits in with
the neighbourhood overall' is certainly quite untrue.

1 Policies BUN2 and BUN3 require the retention of as many mature trees as possible,
yet para 7.18 tells us that, at the Fairfield end of the site, 27 trees covered by a tree
preservation order are to be removed because the applicant has commented that
these trees must be taken out to allow his scheme to be delivered. Removal of these
trees and placing some of the buildings so close to the boundary with Fairfield results
in a most adverse impact that could be avoided by a more sympathetic layout with
slightly lower housing density.

1 The Council's Landscaping Officer considers that the housing designs fall short of
levels that should be expected and recommends refusal.

In short, this is an unsatisfactory development which the developer is trying to push
through on the basis that affordable housing needs will outweigh the principles of good
design and that planning guidelines and policies can be bent to achieve this.

| recommend that the present application be refused on the grounds that it does not meet
the requirements of ENV1, BUN2 and BUN3.

There are reports from within the Civic Society network that this developer has not always
complied with all aspects of planning agreements. If the Committee does decide to
approve this planning application, we recommend that it should require the developer to
lodge a performance bond which would not be released until the district council was
satisfied that all conditions and obligations had been met.

Are the committee members convinced that they will look back on the proposed
development in 10 years time and be proud of what has been achieved?

visit the website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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Poet's Corner

Layston Church

There it stands up on the hill
Keeping watch over us still,
Dear old Saint Bartholomew's in name
But loved by all, if not by fame.
Why did we have to cripple you so0?
Was it lack of money or of love?
We shall never know,

Sad to say what did it prove.
Buntingford with Layston is the name
Of the town in which we live,

Rich and poor alike lived in our street,
Always a friendly greeting should we meet.
The court and manor, cottages large or small
Were all the same to one and all.

With honour and respect each one we knew
Buntingford with Layston honourable, through
and through.

Many a ploughman walked the fields around
Singing to their horses as they tilled the
ground.

Families came up the hill the summer long
To worship Morning Prayer and evensong.
Echo of the choir their voices raised
Sing out within its empty walls, our God to
praise.

Rich and poor alike lay at its sacred feet
Where once we all were young and did meet.
The couples in love we knew so well
Made their usual walk up the lane,

The beech trees there to prove their love
With hearts and arrows carved with their
names.

And when at last their journeys end had come
They took the only road to take them home,

Down Church Street to travel up the hill,
The town clock tolled each year they had
fulfilled.

There are a few who have no place up on the
hill,

Their school days finished and their life's work
begun,

Were called to make that great sacrifice
In another land when their last task was done.
So now at last my memories at an end,
| leave them all at peace.

Doctors, clergymen, landowners and friends
To lay forever at dear old Layston's feet.

Mabel Miles
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Wot a Hope!

I've lost the art of spelling
A witch I'll never be.
There's no telling what | can do
So | can earn a bob or two!

| wish | could make the sun to shine
Then a fortune would be mine!
All these bins ...!
No wonder the Council Tax is so
high,
We have to pay for them
You and .
All this spending
Never ending.
Beryl Rhodes
Sept'o9



Poet's Corner

I have to write a poem ... but I'm so stuck for a theme.
My mind has gone completely blank ... a 'writer's block' it seems.
Could I write about autumn ... golden hues ... spiders' gossamer thread ...
Of spring, summer ... winter nights ... snow flakes drifting overhead?
Mention the black cloak of depression ... familiar garment of all who are sad,
Or the way our hearts lighten, facing joy that makes us glad.

There are animals, colours or the laughter of a baby,

All these are worthy subjects ... would make a good read ... maybe!

If you've got a theme you'd like made into a rhyme ... do mention.

Let me know a.s.a.p. and I'll give my full attention.
Teresa Bonner

Editors note: Teresa works at Buntingford Library and you can contact her the

EEESEEEEEE MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support
Officer, Sarah Brown, or you just want to say hello, she will be at the specified venues as
listed below. Telephone 0845 33 00 222 (Times are subject to change at short notice)

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue:

Sarah Mon 12" 10:00am—11:00am | St. Peter's Church, Buntingford
Thurs 22™ 10:30am—11:00am | United Reformed Church, Buntingford
Tue 27" 5:00pm—6:00pm Co-op Buntingford

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION'S WEEKLY PoPPY DRAW

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION The Royal British Legion's Weekly Poppy Draw team will once

again be visiting homes in the areaq, to intfroduce the Draw and

. ask residents to consider playing, while supporting the vital work
. of the Legion.

¥ The aim of the campaign is to generate new players for the
"~ Weekly Poppy Draw. Players join the Draw by agreeing to a

direct debit of £1 per week for a period of 13, 26 or 52 weeks.
Every week prizes up to £1,500 can be won, with bigger draws quarterly and
annually, with first prizes of £15,000 and £20,000 respectively.

The draw raises important funds for our Service and ex-Service
community, as well as making a difference to the lives of those
who support and take part in our fundraising efforts. Previous
campaigns were a huge success and generated over 3,000
new Legion supports and £200,000 in income.

Find out more, visit www .britishlegion.org.uk/weeklypoppydraw
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Carer Support Workers

£6.76 — £8.57 per hour
Buntingford Area

ARE
M

Crossroads Care is Britain’s leading provider of support for carers and the people
they care for. We work with over 35,000 individuals and their families, helping
carers to make a life of their own outside caring.

We are currently seeking dedicated Carer Support Workers to join our team in the Royston
area. Experience is not essential, as full training will be given to the right applicant.

To apply or to find out more, please phone us on 01462 455578 between 9:00am and
5:00 pm

We value diversity in our workforce and we encourage applications from all sectors of the
community.

Appointment will be subject to a satisfactory CRB check at enhanced level.
Registered charity number1121629

www.crossroads.org.uk

A DAY OF SPIRITUAL AND
PHYSICAL WELLBEING

Presented by Royston Spiritual Awareness Group

Readings from top
Royston Town Ha" mediums, free workshops

Saturday October 10 ‘ and demonstrations,

free readings from

11lamto 430pm trainee mediums, aura
photography Tarot,

Refreshments healing, reflexology,
Indian head massage and

will be available AN e herbal remedies,
Entry fee £2 50 psychic artist, tombola

and sales stalls

debbie.lemay@talktalk.net or phone 01763 271927




The Buntingford Heritage Centre, in the Manor House, Market
Hill, continues to attract many visitors from both the town and
from further a field. Open from Monday to Thursday between
9.30am and 4pm (subject to the Clerk's office being manned), the
Centre now contains a complete wall display of information detailing Buntingford's history
over the last thousand years. A series of themed wall displays develop the general history
further and provide information about the origins of the street names of the town, the
history of some of the notable buildings and worthy citizens, the background to religion
and education in the town, the history of the fire service and a variety of aerial
photographs showing the changes in Buntingford over the last 50 years.

If you haven't been to the Centre in a while, or if you have always meant to go but have
never got round to it or if this is the first time you have heard of the Heritage Centre, pop
along and see for yourself. Find out more about why our town is as it is.

Also, with Christmas creeping up on us, there are also a number of 'Buntingford' items
available for sale that would be easy to pack and post, so if you have family or friends who
would enjoy a 'bit of Buntingford', come and see what is available.

BOOKS
CARDS Buntingford Book by Philip Plumb —£8-89 now £5.00
Colour Postcards — 25p Buntingford in Wartime — £5.00
Greetings Cards — £1.45 Cottered by Neville Chuck — £9.95
Notelets (any four) — £1.00 Aspenden Book — £5.00
Inns and Out — Puckeridge — £5.00

Crime in Hertfordshire — £9.99
Police Murder Book — £1.50
Short History of Buntingford by Jenny Dingley — FREE

PICTURES
Photographs — £5.50
With Folder— £6.50
Framed —£10.00
Assorted Framed Pictures/Prints —£10.00
Mounted Print of Buntingford Buildings —£46-66 now £5.00

MISC
Coasters (picture) — £2.00

Place Mats (picture) — £6.00
BUNTINGFORD BRANCH LINE Plates (picture) — £7.00
Buntingford Railway Print — £4.99 Coasters (coloured) — 50p
Buntingford Branch Line Book by Peter Paye — £14.00 Town Trails — £4-66-esek £2.00 set of 3
Buntingford Branch Line Video — £12.95 Bookmarks — 56p now 25p
Buntingford Railway CD — End of the Line — £9.99 Buntingford Bears — £5.00

Tea Towels — £3.00
Buntingford Bags — £5.00
Memorabilia Packs — £5.00
Buntingford Pens — £3.00
Millennium Table — £150.00
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AFTER A FASHION

"Clothes maketh man," or so the saying goes, but judging by the state of people today it
is little wonder that we are gradually losing our grip on this land and standards in public
life are what they are. Perhaps it is an age thing, but | have always thought that people,
who deal with the very keystones of our society or set an example for the young, should
at least make the effort to look as though they know what they are doing? Not so long
ago when one wanted to speak to your bank manager or similar pillar of society, you
were faced with an invitation to the inner sanctum with a smart suited gentleman in a pin
striped suit, a pristine white shirt, neat at the neck with a conservative tie. You knew
where you were with a white shirt and conservative tie.

Now in these times of dress-down Fridays, earrings and the obligatory tattoo it's no
wonder that there are queues forming at the first signs of a run at the building society. In
my humble opinion, dress is the outward manifestation of the way we look at ourselves
and in turn how we look at the world around us. Sloppy is as sloppy does.

Perhaps | am being too critical; a reactive response to a fast changing world, a world |
don't recognise and which appears up side down.

Forty years ago if | walked down the high street with my cap on back to front, shirt
showing the labels, trousers round my knees and the laces of my shoes untied and a ring
through my nose, | would be the village idiot. Now look at us! And that's just the adults.

Oh for the days when smart was more than a reference to a plastic card or an underdone
motor car. Whatever happened to us to give up Italian suits, highly polished Cuban heel
boots, starched shirts and knitted ties? Does anybody remember the feeling you got on
Saturday nights when the ritual of getting ready was the precursor to highlight of the
week, the dance hall?

No self-respecting young turk would venture out without looking the business, and suited
and booted was just that. And the ladies! What can | say? In their sixties designer
dresses, ankle boots or stilettos, bob or back-combed hairstyles, gloves and handbag
they were a walking dream. Then there were the "teds" and they had their own special
style, which incorporated their own very strict dress code. The "mods" again were always
up to the mark with style.

Now most guys and girls look as though they got dressed in the dark at a charity shop
and most of the apparel seems to have been on boil-wash for a week. Ironing? What's
ironing?

This slovenly approach was brought home to me during a recent holiday in abroad when
at the evening meal we joined a family of Italians and another of Germans who were all
immaculately turned out and | was glad we had made an effort ourselves. Our
surroundings were a reminder of the classic period, the table linen pristine and the silver,
mirror like. | was just absorbing the moment, with the lakes and mountains as a backdrop,
when | was brought smartly (sorry, wrong choice of word) back to earth.

Into the dinning room came what has become English man on holiday. Not for him a
smart jacket and tie. No, he is on holiday; his only concession to smart casual is the away
shirt of his favourite team. (What is it with grown men who feel they have to wear a
sportsman's apparel, when it is obvious that sport is way down on their personnel health
agendas?) A pair of shorts barely containing his beer belly and a grubby pair of
unlaced trainers complete the ensemble. Alongside this apparition was his fair maid.
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Well | say fair, bits of her hair might be described as fair. She was clothed in what
appears to be de rigueur for modern couture amongst the distaff compliment. A tee shirt
that seems permanently all a quiver, struggling to contain its contents and failing to make
contact with the ill-fitting 'hipster' jeans. (I have always felt ladies should leave hipster
anything in the wardrobe, when the bottom half of the egg timer exceeds the top half, or
attaining 18 years or whichever comes first.) Stretched to breaking point across her
ample beam is the all-encompassing thong, not so much peeping modestly above the
waistband, more in your face, in a delicate hue that defies colour definition? To top all this
off both are covered the obligatory tattoos and assorted ironmongery sticking from most
orifices.

My dinning companions look at each other then pointedly towards us as if the new
arrivals belong to me while | pretend to read the label on the wine bottle.

What do they think they look like? Believe me | applaud individuality and eccentricity,
England invented it and around the town some of the young people show that tradition is
still alive, by rising above the everyday not sinking below it.

It also doesn't surprise me that the lack of respect shown for the constabulary started
when they began to adopt the same outfits as our cousins across the pond. Confronted
with a six foot edifice in smart blue pressed serge with shiny buttons and a pointed hat at
closing time, seemed to have carried more weight than unisex guardians in their hi-viz
glory and user friendly rumpled rompers, who according to our television screens, have to
gently apply "appropriate restraint" on two screaming witches who are wrestling in the
gutter?

Indeed | feel for the modern bobby and all the kit they seem obliged to haul around to
administer a caring, sharing, approach, while having to contend with some vile drunken
individual who is well aware of their "rights," yet respects no one else's!

Perhaps the truncheon and rain cloak was a more cost effective manner to deliver the law
to those who would ure?

Our leaders fare no better, and diverse themselves of ties and rolling up their sleeves to
give the impression that Gordon, Boris, Tone and Dave are just like us one of the lads?
No wonder each day we are informed that yet more information has gone missing or
some other expensive cock-up has occurred, a bird box has been added to expenses,
and as for the little matter of the truth! Would you trust anybody who appears incapable of
dressing themselves? What next, come as you are days for the Grenadier Guards?

Vyse

LOGS FOR SALE

Cut to size by request

To advertise in the
Buntingford Journal
call Bob Jackson on Delivered to your home 7.

Hay and Haylage @

Please contact Johnon:

Tel: 01763 272516
Mobile: 07773 845648

01763 271463
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Buntingford
Family Fireworks
Extravaganza

SUNDAY 1 % NOVEMBER AT THE BURY

(Former Sainsburys Depot)

—_

~a 7 /N

—_—

TN
I
COME AND ENJOY BUNTINGFORD'S ONLY
PUBLIC FAMILY FIREWORKS DISPLAY

Doors Open 5pm. Display starts 7pm.
Bring the family and enjoy fireworks, BBQ and licensed bar.

DISCOUNTED ADVANCE TICKETS FROM THE BURY
£3 Child. £4 Adult. OR FAMILY TICKET (4) £12.
ENTRY ON THE DAY AFTER 5PM

£4 Child. £5 Adult. OR FAMILY TICKET £15.
In the inferest of safety NO SPARKLERS ALLOWED.

The display will be performed by Essex Pyrotechnics Ltd.

Paying customers are able to use the licensed bar as guests of BTFC.
Car parking will be limited. For more details call Chris on 07868 371686.
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o GARDENING YEAR N
OCTOBER

It's not perhaps a nice thought but now is the time to start preparing the garden for winter.
Collecting leaves, splitting plants, planting climbers, protecting plants from frost and
planning for next spring should keep you busy. So put on a warm coat, pick dry days and
get to it.

General

1 Cut down dead flower stems and tidy the borders.

1 Compost all suitable green material.

1 Tidy the leaf falls so there is not a build up, especially on the lawn.

Vegetables

1 Harvest last of the season's vegetables.

1 Carry out winter digging once vegetable patch is cleared.

1 Plant spring cabbage and towards the end of the month garlic.

Trees and Shrubs

9 Cut back tall shrubs and check all tree ties are secure.

1 Plant bare rooted plants towards end of month once leaves have fallen.

9 Cut back hardy fuchsias and plant climbers.

1 Choose new acers now as you can see their leaf colours in their autumn glory.

Lawns

9 Start to reduce frequency of mowing and raise blades.

1 To save raking, use a rotary lawn mower on a high setting to pick up leaves.
1 Lay turf for new lawns.

Flowers & Patio Pots

1 Replace summer bedding with winter/spring bedding as flowering finishes.
9 Start planting spring bulbs in beds and containers.

1 Reduce the amount of watering in tubs and containers.

Ponds

1 Have a good clear out by cutting down marginal plants and scoop out as much
bottom sludge as possible. Rotting material left in now will reduce oxygen in the water
that fish need to survive over the winter.

1 Cover ponds with netting to keep out falling leaves.

Top Tips

1 Bringin tender plants now.

1 Any you can't bring under, cover protect from frosts with horticultural fleece.
1 Scrub bird tables and feeders and start to put out food for the birds.

Brian Lemay
brian.lemay@talktalk.net
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Christmas at Buckland Barn

Lower Farm, Buckland, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0PS

Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm
Sunday 10am to 4pm

Halloween, Fireworks,
Trees and Lights,
Decorations, Gifts, Tableware
and much more.

Tel: 01763 272 549
www.ChristmasAtBucklandBarn.com

Have you enjoyed this monthods
If so, why not have it delivered regularly to your door. Join Buntingford Civic Society and

part of your fee will pay for your Journal and the remainder will go to the Civic Society
whose efforts monitor the town we value.

__Q‘Nﬁ’“g BCS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

0B

R

. /:: | / We* wish to apply for family membership of the Buntingford Civic

?(_‘ S OO\’ Society, at the annual subscription rate indicated below.

Name/s:

Address:

Post code: Tel:

I/ We* enclose £7 door delivery subscription / £15 postal (UK) subscription *

Signed:
Send to: Chris Eagle (Membership Secretary)
5 Monks Walk
Buntingford
Hertfordshire SG9 9EE *delete as appropriate
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