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NoVvEMBER 2019

MONDAYS
9:00am — 10:00am

9:30am & 10:30am
10:00am — 10:45am

10:15am — 11:15am

10:15am

10:30am — 12 noon

11:00am — 12noon
1:30pm — 3:00pm
1:30pm — 3:30pm

4:00pm — 4:45pm
4:15pm — 6:30pm
4:30pm — 8:30pm

5:45pm — 6:45pm
6:30pm — 7:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm
6:45pm — 7:45pm
7:00pm

7:00pm — 7:30pm

7:00pm — 8:00pm

7:15pm — 8:15pm &

8:30pm — 9:30pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 9:30pm

7:30pm — 9:45pm

7:45pm — 8:45pm
8:15pm
TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am
9:30am — 11:00am

9:30am

Cardio & Core at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, £4 payg. Suitable for
all fitness levels. Contact Irene on 07802 418755.

U3A Exercise Class. Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 for participation info.

Stretch’n’Grow, a fun exercise & activity class for children confidently walking
to age 5. Term time at Seth Ward CC. £2 per family. 01763 273008.

Jump & Jiggle, active rhymes for pre-school children, run by the Family
Centre at the Library (see page 21).

Fitness Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui 07956 647806.

lyengar Yoga at URC Hall (term time). Contact Jen Harris 01920 821288.
Stay & Play at Jenyns School, Braughing, term time only.£1. 01763 273008
Positive Movement exercises at Seth Ward CC. £3. 01462 678804.

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631.

Lab-Tots, fortnightly in term time at the Library. Science sessions for 3-8 year
olds. For more info contact Sophia 07720 292350 / www.labtots.com.

Ballet at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance. Contact
buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010.

Rib Valley Trampoline Club @ Freman College (term time). Adults 7:30—
8:30. Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk

Cougars U10s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.

Pilates Improvers/Intermediates at Seth Ward CC. Louise, 07867 675389.
Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward CC. Contact Peter Deacon 01462 642922.
Cougars U11s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. £2.50 per session.
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718.

Body Blitz (Interval Training) at Cottered Village Hall, £5 payg. Contact
Irene 07802 418755.

Fitness Pilates (Intermediate) at Layston School, with 2 instructors.
Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net

Yoga Flow at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Contact Annie Knapman 07500
110876, email: info@annieknapmanyoga.co.uk

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694.

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk

Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road.
Call Danny on 07879 853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk.

Cougars U11s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.
Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, £2.50 per session. 01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. £2 for first child, then 50p for
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time.

Nordic Walking at Seth Ward CC. Equipment provided. First session Free.
Call 07940 080 453 to book or see info@easthertsnordicwalking.org

10:00am — 11:30am Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. £1 per family. 01763 273008.
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11:00am — 11:45am

12:30pm — 1:30pm
4:15pm — 9:00pm

4:30pm — 6:00pm
5:00pm — 6:30pm
7:30pm

7:30pm — 8:30pm
7:30pm — 9:00pm

7:45pm — 8:30pm
8:15pm — 9:00pm

WEDNESDAYS

9:15 — 10:45am
9:30 — 10:30am
9:30 — 11:30am

10:30am

10:45 — 11:30am
2:00pm
4:00pm — 8:15pm

4:15pm — 6:15pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:30pm — 7:30pm

6:45pm — 7:15pm

7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm

8:00pm

8:00pm — 9:00pm
THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am
9:45am — 10:45am
9:30am — 10:30am

11:00am - 12:00

WHAT'sS ON

Tappy Toes at Seth Ward CC. Dance & movement for children who are
confidently walking to age 5. £2 per family. Term time only. 01763 273008.

COMING SOON Trigger Point Pilates. Call Irene 07802 418755 for info.

Ballet, Modern & Tap Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010

Cougars U7s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.
Cougars U9s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.
Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123.
Cougars U15s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.

‘Braughing Sing’ Community Choir at Jenyns School, Braughing.
Contact Elaine 07501 495940 / 01763 289738 / www.braughingsing.com.

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net
Adult Tap for Fun & Fitness at Freman College with Buntingford School of
Dance. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010

Hormead Stay & Play at Hormead School. £1. Term time. 01763 273008.
Matwork Pilates at Cottered Village Hall, £5 payg. Irene 07802 418755.

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children
0—4 years. Contact Kim Semple on 07964 151288.

BALFF ‘Myths & Legends of East Anglia’, 10-week course started 18" Sept
at the Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Meet 10am for coffee.

‘Child Friendly’ Pilates at Benson Hall, £5. Contact Irene on 07802 418755.
U3A Seated Exercise Class. Jacqui 07956 647806 for participation info.

Commercial & Modern Dance at URC Hall with Buntingford School of
Dance. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010

Rib Valley Gymnastics Club @ Edwinstree School (term time). Contact
Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782.
Cougars U12s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408.

Cardio Resistance HIIT Blast at Layston School; £4 or £7 with Pilates.
Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net

Cougars U13s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net
Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al 07739 131694.
Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Angela Anderson 07708 444991.
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.

Buntingford Meditation Group. Contact Martin on 07771 972444 or see
www.buntingfordmeditation.com for details and venue.

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. £1 per family. Term time only.

Pilates Improvers at Seth Ward CC. Louise, 07867 675389.

Little Sparks Stay and Play in St Peter's Church. Suggested donation £2 per
family. Contact Nanny Alex 07595 053512

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. £4 per class. Eileen Dixon
01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com
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NoVvEMBER 2019

1:00pm — 3:00pm

2:00pm — 3:00pm

2:00pm — 3:00pm &

3:00pm — 4:00pm
2:15pm — 2:45pm
4:00pm — 6:00pm

4:30pm — 6:30pm

5:30pm — 6:30pm
5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:30pm — 7:00pm

6:30pm — 7:30pm
7.00pm
7:15pm — 8:00pm

7.30pm
7:30pm — 8:30pm
8:15pm — 9:00pm

8:00-10:00pm
FRIDAYS
9:15am

9:30am — 10:30am

10:00am — 10:30am

10:00am — 1:00pm

10:45am — 11:45am

11:00am - 12:00

12:00noon — 1:00pm

2:00pm — 3:15pm
4:15pm — 8:45pm
5:30pm — 8:00pm
SATURDAYS
9:00am — 1:00pm
9:15am — 2:00pm

9:30am — 10:15am

10:00am —11:00am

2:15pm — 4:15pm

Baby classes run by Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane.
Contact Laura Sheriff 07801 796334 / laura@thebeststartclub.com.

Pilates at Benson Hall. Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net

Tai Chi at the Seth Ward Community Centre, with Tai Chi expert Kim Noyma.
First session free, then £3 per session. Beginners welcome.

Toddlers Tales, stories & rhymes for preschoolers, at Buntingford Library.

Ballet at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance. Contact:
buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010.

Drama workshops 15-18 year olds,with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Adelaide 07710 550050.
Cougars U8s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.
Cougars U6s at Ward Freman (indoors).

Body Conditioning at Seth Ward Community Centre, £5 payg (or £7 with
Pilates, below). Contact Irene on 07802 418755.

Cougars U14s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.
Mustard Seed Singers, St Peter's Church. Contact Jan 01763 272217.

Matwork Pilates at Seth Ward Community Centre, £5 payg (or £8 with
Trigger Point Pilates, below). Contact Irene on 07802 418755.

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123.
Cougars U18s at Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area.

Trigger Point Pilates at Seth Ward Community Centre, £5 payg. Or do all 3
Thursday evening classes for £10. Contact Irene on 07802 418755.

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall.

WeightWatchers at Benson Hall.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

Rhyme Time at Seth Ward CC. £1 per child. Term time only. 01763 273008.
Art in Sandon Village Hall, £10 per session. Call 07960 408635.

Full Body Workout at Benson Hall. Jacqui 07956 647806.

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008.
Dance Fit at Benson Hall. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net

Activity Session with Hertswise Dementia Support at Layston Grove Care
Home. £3 per person, carers free. Call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044.

Street, Ballet, Tap & Modern/Jazz at Freman College, with Buntingford
School of Dance. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010

Friday Project Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road.

Danny 07879 853849 / danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk.

Ballet & Modern Dance at Freman College and at URC Hall (9am-12noon).
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010

Musical Theatre School for 4-14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.

Barre Pilates at Layston School, £5 payg. Contact Irene on 07802 418755 .
Walking Football, MUGA. £2. Jeff 01763 274800 / 07836 232963.

Drama workshops 6-15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall,
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Nov 2019

Sat 2" 10:30—2pm Free-Motion Machine Embroidery at Sue Nicholls’ Studio, 66
Baldock Rd. For details: sue@suenichollsdesigns.co.uk / 07810 564432.

Sat 2™ Buntingford Film Club in Benson Hall, 2:30pm ‘The Secret Life of Pets’
and 7:30pm ‘Yesterday’ (see page 28).

Sat 2™ From 5pm Fireworks Extravaganza in Reed (see page 31).

Sun 3™ From 5pm Firework Display at The Bury (see page 9).

Sun 3" 7:30pm Royston Choral Society ‘Dream of Gerontius’ at Haileybury
College. Details on their website: www.roystonchoralsoc.org.uk.

Mon 4" 10-11:30am Chatter Table at the Manor House (see page 18).

Tues 5" 10:30am Tea & Chat at Buntingford Library (see page 27).

Tues 5" 8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.

Wed 6" 7:45 for 8pm Buntingford Gardeners’ Club at the URC Hall (see page 30).

Sun 10" 10:45am Remembrance Sunday at the War Memorial (see page 18).

Mon 11" 1:30pm U3A Meeting at the Seth Ward Community Centre (see page 37).
Tues 12" 2:15pm Buntingford Local History Group at the Library (see page 23).
Wed 13" 8pm Royal British Legion Meeting at The Crown.

Fri 15 8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown PH.
Roland Jaggard with ‘Transport Miscellaneous’.
Sat 16" 10am—4pm Royston & District Model Railway Club Exhibition at

Bassingbourn Village College, entry £5 (see page 22).
15"& 16™  9am The Book Sale in Reed (see page 31).
Mon 18" 10-11:30am Chatter Table at the Manor House (see page 18).

Mon 18% 12noon-2:30pm Jazz on the Heath at Therfield Heath Café, with Dave
Rance’s Rockin’ Chair Band. £8 on the door.

Mon 18" 8pm Unplugged Acoustic Night at The Crown, Market Hill.

Wed 20" 10am-12noon Buntingford Dementia Carers Support Group at the Tea
Room in the Wine Bar (see page 36).

Wed 20™ 10:15-11:30am B.A.L.A. Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 44).
Tues 26" 10:30am Carers In Hertfordshire monthly meeting at Buntingford Library.
Wed 27" 7 for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall.

Fri 29™" 7pm Wreath-Making Workshop in Reed (see page 33).

Fri 20" 4-9pm Christmas Market and Late Night Shopping in the High Street

Fri 29™ 5:50 for 6pm Lights of Love at the Manor House, with Carol Service and
Christmas lights, plus Buntingford’s first Unsung Hero awards.

Sat 30" 7pm Buntingford Cougars Race Night at the Bury (see page 47).

DEc 2019

From Sun 1*' Buntingford Scouts Santa Run (see page 19).

Sun 1% 11am-3:30pm Brent Pelham Christmas Fair (see page 41).

Sat 7" 7pm Christmas Village Supper in Reed (see page 35).

Sat 14" 1pm Buntingford Seniors Xmas Lunch — contact Jill at the Manor House.
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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION: Non-emergency telephone: 101

Baldock Road, Buntingford In emergencies dial 999

GAS: Emergency (gas leaks) — Freephone 0800 111 999

ELECTRICITY: Emergency (power loss) — Freephone 0800 7838 838

WATER (Veolia): Emergency — Freephone 0800 376 5325

SEWERAGE (Thames Water): Emergency — Telephone 0800 316 9800

FLOODLINE: Emergency — 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60

DOCTORS: The Medical Centre — White Hart Close

Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours)
Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road
Tel: 01763 272410 (After hours: 272411)

B A S H (Buntingford Action Providing transport for hospital and doctors

For Social Help): appointments. Tel: Colin Horgan 07733 091731
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440
RACE or HATE CRIME: (in emergency, dial 999)

LOCAL COUNCILS: Buntingford Town Council — 01763 272222

East Herts District Council — 01279 655261
Housing — 01279 714714
Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261
Adult Care Services — 0300 123 4042
Children’s Services — 0300 123 4043
Hertfordshire Highways — 0300 123 4047, or report
faults online: www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 —17:30
High Street, Buntingford Friday 14:00 - 17:30
Saturday 09:00 — 13:00

Telephone enquiries — 0300 123 4049

Option 1 — Renewals 03:00-23:45 every day

Option 2 — All other enquiries Mon—Fri 08:00-20:00,
Sat 09:00- 6:00

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU:  Opening times: Monday 10:00 — 16:00

The Manor House Tues & Wed  10:00 — 13:00

Market Hill, Buntingford Telephone advice: Mon to Fri 10:00 — 16:00
Call 03444 111 444

HOUSEHOLD WASTE & Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 — 20:00

RECYCLING SITE: Sat & Sun 10:00 — 13:00

Watermill Industrial Estate
Aspenden Road

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent
of, the Buntingford Civic Society. For information on how to join the

Society and have the Journal delivered to your door, please email:
membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk




EDITOR’S LETTER

When the Friends of the Rib group started up a few months ago to try to reverse the
decline of our river, they might have been tapping into something in the zeitgeist because
it now seems that everyone is concerned about water. And rightly so. A recent report
from the Environment Agency lays out the stark reality of water, or rather the lack of it, in
the southeast of England, and that includes us. Not only do we have a rising population
making greater demands on water in an area with low rainfall and limited supply, but we
are also among the most wasteful users of water in Europe. Several contributors highlight
this issue (page 10 to 12), and who knows — perhaps with water companies, government
agencies, local councils and the public all becoming more involved and informed,
something will emerge to benefit both the environment and local residents.

An email from Ashley Cantor (page 8) announces what seems to be the official end of the
Carnival as we know it and confirms that there will not be one in 2020. This is sad news
that clearly has not yet reached everyone who needs to know — in the Edwinstree article,
for example, we read of students with active plans for the Carnival next year. To lose the
Carnival would be a real pity and I'm sure there will be attempts to reverse the decision,
as suggested by Graham Bonner (page 10), although perhaps not in time for next year.

No sooner do | mention that Buntingford doesn’t have a furniture shop (Ed’s letter, Sept)
than one opens up on the High Street in what used to be a dog groomer’s and before that
the pet shop. | hope to introduce readers to the business and its owners next month, but
for now I’'m celebrating the rebirth of a hardware shop on our High Street. On page 13
you can meet the three delightful people behind Locks, Stock & More.

| often encourage Journal readers to get in touch if there is an article they would like help
with, but this rarely happens. So when Corey Baker called to ask me to write about his
beloved grandfather Pete, who had recently passed away, | was honoured to go along to
meet the family. As soon as | saw a photo | knew who Pete was and | am pleased to be
able to bring you his story and the family’s memories of this lovely man.

We have some big events coming up this month: Fireworks at The Bury and in Reed
(pages 9 & 31); the Remembrance Sunday Service at the War Memorial on 10™
November; and the Lights of Love and Late-Night Shopping on 29" November. Finally, |
stole the cover photo from the Chamber of Commerce website. Hope they don’t mind!

Christine Noble
Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading

Editorial copy deadline for the December 2019 / January 2020
Journal is Saturday 16™ November 2019

Copy and diary entries: Christine Noble — 01763 273095
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Advertising enquiries: Keith Edwards — 01763 272032
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor.




Letters & emails to the Editor

Christine

We would like to thank everyone who attended Freman College on October 5" 2019 to
dance the night away to the Overtures in support of the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance.
Again it was a great success.

As many people will know, the Overtures event is normally held to fundraise for the
Buntingford Carnival. | would just like to explain the situation with the current High Street
Carnival. It was started in 1987 to support and promote the High Street and the
businesses within it after the by-pass was opened. In the beginning the Carnival was well
supported by the High Street businesses with many taking part and getting involved. But
over the years the support has dwindled and we now have apathy, lack of support and on
top of that, a continued rise in verbal abuse and insults being hurled at the committee
from an increasing number of High Street businesses.

However, we would like to thank those businesses that have supported us through the
years. We would also like to thank all the helpers and past committee members that have
made the carnival the great success that it was.

So it has been decided by the remaining committee members that we will not be
organising a Buntingford High Street Carnival in 2020.

Ashley (Cantor), Marilyn and Karen
Dear Christine

| write with regard to Vyse’s articles in the June and September Journal and Chris Kell’'s
responses in the July/ August and October issues. | support their right to express their
views but do not necessarily agree with either. Someone once wrote:

“I disapprove of what you say but | will defend to the death your right to say it.”

That premise is, | believe, the foundation of our democracy and what our parents and
grandparents fought to maintain in two world wars. No one should be afraid to voice their
views through the Journal no matter if 'politically correct' or otherwise.

So please Christine continue to print letters and articles that you think are appropriate for
the Journal and your readers.
Kind regards, Brian Lemay

WRITE UP YOUR STREET

Do you put off writing? Is there a novel you’d like to start, or an article
you wish you could finish?

Come and join us for three hours of writing on Saturday 9™ November,
10.00-13.00, at a venue in Buntingford High Street. This isn't a ‘taught’
event — just an opportunity to get down to some writing with the support of
others. Bring your own device or paper & pen. Cost £5 to cover refreshments
and room hire. If interested contact: chriskell37@gmail.com (Buntingford
Writers’ Group).
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Buntingford Market 700 years on

Following Brian Thompson’s interesting article last month detailing the start of the charter
market in Buntingford, | am now even more inspired to make the market thrive as it once
used to. Over the centuries traders have come and gone but the legacy of the charter
market is still with us. It's up to all of us to carry on this fantastic and historic tradition.

As we all know, our towns and villages are losing local shops and banks on a regular
basis. Most of the shops are turning into coffee shops or takeaways. The only thing that
has been consistent is your market. How many other high street outlets have been
around for 700 years? The traders are still here with a wide variety of goods and produce,
sourced from the local area whenever possible. For this to continue we need local
residents and visitors to frequent the market as often as they can.

Although | have only been trading on Buntingford market since May, | have enjoyed the
friendly atmosphere of the town and its people. Because of this I, with the help of local
councillors, have been actively recruiting traders to come and sell their wares, giving you
a wider range of products and food. | am very pleased to say | have found a Lowestoft-
based fishmonger and a plants man who will be starting on 4™ November, so please
come down to welcome them and support your local market.

Buntingford Market ]:Dj
Every Monday on Market Hill :

Lorraine Bentley, Bentley’s fresh produce

o Buntingford’s

Firework Dlsplay

At The Bury x Sunday 3 November

Doors open 5:00pm Display starts 7:00pm

from The Bury, 01763 271522
£3 Child, £4 Adult, Family Ticket {2 over 165 + 2 under 16s) - £12

{after 5
£4 Child, £5 Adult, Family Ticket {2 over 165 + 2 under 16s) - £15

!.._i-::e_ns ed Bar + BBQ
) Prﬁented,by Fooe Firework Displays In the interests of safety MO SPARKLERS ALLOAWED
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SO www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

The Civic Society were happy to participate in the initial EHDC sponsored ‘chatter table’
in Buntingford. This initiative is intended as a way of reaching out to socially isolated
residents who may appreciate a chat and interaction with other like-minded people. The
first one was held at the Manor House recently and was well attended. They will continue
to be held on the first and third Mondays of each month from 10am to 11.30. Why not
come along for a chat and a cup tea or coffee and see what it’s all about?

A memorial service was held recently for the Reverend Norman Bingham who has sadly
passed away. Norman moved to Buntingford when he retired but continued to provide
much-valued pastoral care and support to Buntingford residents well into his 90s. He is
sadly missed — rest in peace Norman.

An interesting report from the Environment Agency has recently arrived in my email.
Regarding water usage and levels in the South East following three very dry winters, it
highlights the shortages we face and the measures that need to be taken. Our own River
Rib is a prime case in question. The report says:-

“Water companies need to do much more to tackle leakage, planners and developers
need to ensure that all new developments are water efficient and regulators as well as
government need to work together to ensure that robust restrictions are in place before
people can abstract water from the environment. Businesses and farmers across the
country, especially in the South East, need to reduce the amount of water they use and
must stop pollution from entering our waters. Individuals also need to play their part.
People in England use a staggering 140 litres of water a day. In Denmark they use just
80 litres. There is no justification for the difference. Every drop of water that is wasted is
water that could be sustaining our rivers, streams and lakes.”

We are still investigating ways of protecting the Town Pump from further damage caused
by careless drivers. Protective iron bollards are not an option as there is insufficient
ground clearance below the surface to properly secure them. We are still in talks with the
Conservation Officer to find a suitable solution — one option may be to re-site the Pump
so that it is further away from the road on Market Hill.

As it currently stands there will be no Carnival next year. The Carnival Committee which
has organised the Carnival for the last 30-odd years have decided that enough is
enough. The Civic Society along with other groups within the Town will be meeting to see
if we can form another committee to ensure that the Carnival does not die. There may not
be enough time or funds to run one next year, but let's wait and see. There certainly
appears to be a groundswell of public opinion that wants the Carnival to continue, but not
so much support from some retail outlets in the High Street. Whatever happens | think a
huge vote of thanks should go to Ashley Cantor and his former committee for the time
and commitment they gave in organising the Carnival for so many years.

| have just heard that Orchard Surgery is to close its doors in March next year. What has
Buntingford done to deserve such disgraceful treatment? First our only Bank goes and
now this. Let us hope that in the next five months robust plans are put in place to ensure
that all Orchard Surgery patients continue to have access to a Buntingford-based GP.

Graham Bonner, Chairman Buntingford Civic Society
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk

10



Environmental Drought

The following are extracts from an article published by the Environment Agency in early
October this year entitled ‘Environmental Drought in Hertfordshire and North
London’. By highlighting here extracts from that article | don’t wish to detract from David
Edwards’ articles in the Journal about the Friends of the River Rib, but rather to reinforce
what he is reporting. The news from the Environment Agency is important and | hope you
will all read and take on board their advice. The Environment Agency’s words are in
italics and enclosed in quotation marks.

“The combination of a drier than average 3 years, high water consumption and climate
change means that our environment is suffering. As a result, the Environment Agency’s
Hertfordshire and North London area is suffering from an Environmental Drought ...”

“There is significant stress on our rivers and the life they support across a number of
counties, including Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire,
and Buckinghamshire.”

“The South East has the highest water consumption in the country. Much of the water we
use and take for granted on a daily basis is taken from rivers and groundwater reservoirs
(chalk aquifers). There’s lots of work going on to reduce current demand.”

“Despite the heavy rain we've received over the last couple of days and the flooding
we've seen in other areas across the country, the South East has in fact received lower
than average rainfall over the last 3 years. Recent dry winters mean that we have only
received around 50% of the winter recharge since 2016/17. Winter recharge is where our
chalk aquifers are topped up with water. This is the resource that feeds our chalk streams
and also the source of much of the water which we all use in our homes.”

“We are out and about monitoring habitats, collecting evidence to inform decisions on
drought and abstraction. By having this evidence we can support and enforce better
planning to help conserve water for the environment.”

“Over the last 3 years we have been working with water companies, farmers and
businesses to balance the needs of water users. We have also worked with Affinity Water
to reduce abstraction by 42 million litres per day since 2015, but we know this isn’t
enough. We have secured further reductions totalling of 33 million litres per day by 2025,
a combined reduction of 12% of total groundwater abstraction in their central region ...
we will continue to work towards further changes to improve chalk streams.”

“Water resource planning is moving from being done for and by individual water
companies to being coordinated by regional planning groups, such as Water Resources
in the South East (WRSE) and Water Resource East (WRE).”

“Water companies are also starting to ramp up their drought planning to conserve water
supplies for next spring. Another dry winter will very likely require Temporary Use Bans to
be implemented next year. We will work with the water companies to do everything we
can to plan and protect the environment should we not receive the level of rain we hope
for this winter.”

“Local groups have been working hard to protect their local environments and have been
in conversation with us to work out the best ways to respond to the impacts of
Environmental Drought. They’ve been monitoring rivers and wetlands as well as
gathering data to help us understand impacts.”

“We are taking action to encourage water companies to promote the importance of
saving water to their customers and have recently joined forces with over 40 partners to
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launch the ‘Love Water’ campaign. This is aimed at encouraging people to use less water
and look after the water we have by taking steps to stop causing pollution. We need the
campaign to grow so that everyone knows that water is precious and wants to take action
to protect it.”

You can read the full article at https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2019/10/01/
environmental-drought-in-hertfordshire-and-north-london/.

To protect Buntingford’s environment and the River Rib, residents need to take action
now to reduce their water consumption. We are so used to turning on the tap that we
don’t take a minute to think where that water is coming from. Our river and wildlife are
suffering now. How long will it be, | wonder, until we are faced with domestic water
rationing? A frightening thought but a very real possibility unless we reduce our usage
now. As an extension of this you could say that the state of the River Rib is our fault for
using too much water ourselves. Think about it and heed the warning before it's too late.

Brian Lemay

friends of the
RIB&OUIN

Hertfordshire's chalk streams remain in a
dire state despite recent rain — they should
look like the stream in this photo (right).
In their natural state chalk streams are
predominantly fed by springs from the
chalk aquifer underground and it will take
significant rainfall throughout the winter to begin to recharge this reserve. Concern over
the state and future of our own chalk streams spawned the formation earlier this year of
the Friends of the River Rib, now renamed Friends of the Rib and Quin to take account
of the River Quin which joins the Rib below Braughing. FORQ joins groups across
Hertfordshire and further afield campaigning to improve the state of these precious
but dying chalk stream environments. Members of FORQ recently joined the Ver Valley
Society’s Protest in the Park at St Albans and national press coverage through the
tireless work of Undertones’ former frontman Feargal Sharkey has brought the issues
facing our chalk streams into a wider view.

Over the coming weeks FORQ’s newly formed committee will be working on our plans for
events in 2020 to raise awareness of our chalk streams and their significance, alongside
expanding the monitoring of riverfly and invertebrate populations at points along the river
to ascertain and monitor river quality. They will also be looking to work with town and
parish councils and with landowners to survey the rivers and identify ways to improve the
river environment. We will also, in conjunction with the other Hertfordshire river groups,
be lobbying government departments, agencies and politicians to progress solutions to
increase the volume of water that runs in our rivers by addressing the fundamental issue
of over-abstraction in an area of the country that has high population and low rainfall.

If you would like to find out more about the FORQ group please go to our website
(www.friendsoftherib.wordpress.com) where you can also join our email newsletter list
and come and get involved — we'd love to have you with us!

David Edwards
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A new Hardware Shop arrives on the High Street

Buntingford High Street has a hardware shop once more — hooray! And like the much-
missed Ken Jack’s before it, it's a local, family run firm. The hard-working, talented trio
behind the new shop are Charlie Rudge and Stephen & Debbie Prosser. The photo
— » shows Steve (on the left) and Charlie, the
@ - Locksmiths T two you are most likely to meet when you
* Key Cutting KS UPVC Locks - | POP in the shop — | assume Debbie took
- DIY gy safes- @ the photo! Charlie is a locksmith by trade
* Hardware , v 01763 448170 - @ Who has worked in DIY for 8 years, 6 of
‘ those managing a Locks & Hardware
store as well as providing locksmith
services. Around 6 months ago Charlie
and his partner Jasmine moved to
Buntingford, choosing it because ‘“it's
such a nice little town”, with good schools
for the future family. Steve and Debbie —
Jasmine’s mum and dad — were helping
them decorate their new home when they
ran out of sandpaper and couldn’t get any
in Buntingford. In the end they drove to
Hertford for some, but the incident kick-
started an idea ...

For some time Charlie had dreamed of
having his own business. Now Steve —
who is also in the DIY trade running
the maintenance of some 500 rental
properties — spotted an empty shop on
the High Street, the premises that for
years was the hairdresser A Cut Above.
- E He secured the lease and the family went
into business together Charlie and Steve tackled all the refurbishment and refitting work
themselves, openlng up what had previously been inaccessible back rooms. Just four
months later, on 30" September, they opened their front door to the Buntingford public

Steve and Charlie’s experience in DIY was invaluable when it came to filling the premises
with stock and they have created an Aladdin’s cave of essential stuff for maintaining
house and garden — plus many useful extras. The list of products they are offering is
impressive: ¢ DIY < Tools « Paints * Electrical « Plumbing < Hardware < Key cutting
* Locks * Car accessories * Garden (including bird food). In a shop of this size it is not
possible to stock absolutely everything, so they are offering an ordering service, with
many items delivered the next day for orders taken before 3pm.

In addition, Charlie is offering 24/7 Locksmithing services and Steve will be taking on DIY
and Handyman jobs. Debbie, who is a keen crafter, has brought her own creative
influence to the store with unique handmade products and environmentally friendly
Frenchic furniture paint used in ‘upcycling’. She would like to stock items created by local
crafters and artists, and has already made a start along these lines with Karla’s Candles,
made in Aspenden. It's well worth a look. Current opening hours are 9am to 4.30pm
Monday to Friday, and 10am to 3.30pm on Saturday.

Christine Noble

LOCKS, STOCK & MORE - Your local friendly hardware store
45 High Street, Buntingford SH9 9AD / Tel: 01763 448170
www.locksstockandmore.co.uk / info@locksstockandmore.co.uk
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wes  Christ Church

Reforme
Church .
Baldock Road, Buntingford SG9 9AA
Minister:  Vacant Secretary: Peter Godbert / Tel: 01763 281359

buntingford.urc@talktalk.net

Services and Junior Church at 11.00am every Sunday
Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service.

November 3 Morning Worship Bob Parkin
10 Remembrance Service At St Peters — No Service
at Christ Church
17 Holy Communion Rev Allen Morton
24 Morning Worship Dr Janet Bottoms
December 1 Morning Worship Rev Dr Robert Pope

REGULAR EVENTS
Junior Church — Every Sunday at 11am, for all young people and children.

Bright Hour — A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities. The next
meetings are on Tuesdays 12" and 26" November at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company — Every Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting
fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches for Christian Aid — First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2pm.

Website: www.buntingfordurc.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/URCBuntingford

Service of Memories
At St Peter’s Church, Buntingford

Sunday 17" November at 3pm

Join us for this lovely service to remember those we have lost,
sharing memories of family and friends and celebrating their lives.
If you wish to share a flower for each person you want to remember,
we will make an arrangement to display at the end of our service.

For further information please contact the Benefice Office on
01763 271552 or email: unitedbeneficeforbuntingford@gmail.com
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United Benefice of
St. Mary's - Aspenden
St. Peter's - Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin - Westmill
Church of England
Reverend lan Hill — Telephone 01763 274072

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches:
St. Peter’s has a more contemporary style, St. Mary’s more traditional,
and St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical.

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches.

Services for November 2019
Sun3™  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill ~ Morning Worship
10:00am St Mary’s, Aspenden Family Service
11:00am St Peter’s, Buntingford Holy Communion
Sun 10"  Act of Remembrance will take place at all three churches
9:15am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill ~ Sung Eucharist

9:30am St Mary’s, Aspenden Morning Worship
10:45am St Peter’s, Buntingford Remembrance Day Service
Sun 17" 9:30am St Mary’s, Aspenden Holy Communion
11:00am St Peter’s, Buntingford Holy Communion
3:00pm St Peter’s, Buntingford Service of Memories
Sun 24" 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill  Sung Eucharist
11:00am St Peter’s, Buntingford All Age Family Worship
3:00pm St Peter’s, Buntingford BRAVE Trust Service
ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church
3 Station Road, Buntingford. Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Reverend Father Cyril Chiaha

Sunday Mass: 9:15am (with term-time Children’s Liturgy on
2nd & 4th Sun only);

Holy Day Mass: 7pm;

Weekday Mass: Tues & Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10:30am (with
Exposition and Benediction 11-11:30am), Sat 9:30am;

Confessions: Sat 10:30-11am

ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY & ENGLISH MARTYRS
Catholic Church

Sunday Mass: Saturday 6pm (Puckeridge), 11:15am (Old Hall Green);
Holy Day Mass: 10:30am (Puck.); Weekday Mass: Wed 10:30am (Puck.);
Confessions: Sat 5.15-5.45pm (Puckeridge)
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The Ash and Quin Valleys Group of Churches
Rev’d Julie Gawthrope — 01920 823531
Services for November 2019
St Marys Braughing ora
Sat 2M 7.00pm All Souls Service St Mary the Virgin
Sun 3" 11.15am All Age Holy Communion
Wed 6" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 10" 3.30pm Remembrance Service
5.45pm Refresh Service (informal)
Wed 13" 9.30am Holy Communion (said) £e i
Sun 17" 11.15am Holy Communion e
Wed 20" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 24" 9.30am Holy Communion
Wed 27" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
St Mary s, Furneux Pelham ST. MARY'S CHURCH
Sun 3" 9.30am BCP Holy Communion FURNEUX PELHAM
Sun 10" 10.55am Remembrance Service
Sun 17" 9.30am Café Church
Sun 24" 11.15am Morning Worship St. Mary's Church
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Stocking Pelham
Sun 10" 12.15pm Remembrance Service

* thtle Sparks
Crafty Chrlstmas

FAMILY EVENT ALL WELCOME
CRAFTS AIMED AT AGES 4 -IL.YRS o
; Sunday 8th December 2:30 = 4:30pm
iSl Peter’s Church, Market Hill, Bunung/nrd, SG9 9/18*

FREF (dongtions to the church grate[ully receivéd:)

+ : Limited plum)s Firsl. come, first served.

Email infodmummy sos.com !o book, or just turn up and join in!
-

- Sponwored by UMV SSS

Carols in a Victorian Setting, followed by Seasonal Refreshments
at St Peter’s Church, Sunday 15" December at 4pm
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The Marble Church, Bodelwyddan

The week before | took my U3A Group to
Bodelwyddan in North Wales for a few days,
| was told | must visit the Marble Church in
Bodelwyddan. It wasn’t on our itinerary so four
of us — Julia Peacock, Maureen & Dennis
Robertson and myself — decided not to go out
with the main group one morning but to visit the
church instead and our driver kindly offered to
make a small diversion to drop us off.

The first thing we saw were the rows of
beautifully tended identical graves which
obviously were War Graves. On closer
inspection we discovered that they were the
graves of Canadian Soldiers and their nurse
who died in Bodelwyddan in 1919. The cause of
death was Spanish flu.

When we went into the Church we were greeted by the lady Church Warden who
welcomed us and invited us to join the communion service which was due to begin in a
few minutes — we accepted and each of us took communion. At the end we remained in
our pews and chatted with the lady Vicar, the lady Church Warden and another lady,
newly moved into the area with her retired vicar husband. We had lots of questions to
ask them about the War Graves and they told us the story.

There was an army camp, Kinmel Park Military Camp, just down the road to which the
Canadian soldiers came awaiting a ship from Liverpool back to Canada at the end of the
war. You can still see the camp from the road. Unfortunately, it was only built to house
16,000 soldiers and there were 40,000 of them. Conditions were appalling; they were
starving and had to pull down the curtains from the windows to make bedding. Added to
this was the world-wide outbreak of Spanish Flu which was highly infectious and it was
in the camp. The influenza pandemic raged from January 1918 to December 1920 and
infected 500 million people around the world.

Repatriation priority was given to American Soldiers and this led to unrest at the camp.
On 4"-5" March 1919 a riot occurred when the ship allocated to return the troops to
Canada was diverted to carry food supplies to Russia. Five Canadian soldiers were
killed in the disturbances, four of whom are buried in St Margaret's Churchyard. The
fifth, Gunner John Frederick Hickman, is buried in Dorchester, New Brunswick. We were
told that because of the Spanish Flu the authorities did not want to send the Canadians
back, fearful that they would infect others and spread the disease further. The local MP
heard of their plight and took up their cause.

The church is really beautiful inside. Many Canadians now make a pilgrimage to it and
each year there is a special service attended by Canadian dignitaries. The day after our
visit they were expecting a coach full of Canadians who had booked a tour, with tea and
biscuits. Earlier this year there was a service commemorating the Centenary.

The ladies asked us the usual questions of where we were from, etc., and when we
explained and said we were going to get a taxi back, the lady whose husband had been
a vicar insisted on taking us in her car. We even passed her house on the way! When
our main group returned to Bodelwyddan, the driver made the same diversion for them
so everyone got to see the War Graves and inside the beautiful Marble Church.

Jean Cook

17


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinmel_Park_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorchester,_New_Brunswick

Buntingford BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

The first Chatter Table at The Manor House was a great success
with people wandering in for a cup of coffee and a chat. The event
will be held on the first and third Monday in the month, from 10am to
11:30. No need to book, just call in, we’ll be very pleased to see you.

The Lights of Love will take place this year but Isabel Hospice has made some minor
changes to the process. The ceremony will be the same but instead of having Books of
Remembrance in local Hospice shops, a booklet will be printed with the names of all of
the dedications for all of the trees, not just those in Buntingford. This will mean getting
your dedication forms in on time to Isabel Hospice, by 8th November, before the booklet
goes to print. Stars will still be available to take home or hang on the tree. The service is
on 29" November commencing at 5.50pm at The Manor House.

We have received complaints from market traders regarding people trying to access
Market Hill on Mondays. There is a road closure in place for Market Hill on Mondays and
this is in force until the last trader has left the market. Traders are concerned that there
will be vehicle damage or, worse, somebody hurt if people continue to try and squeeze
through gaps in the market stalls to park their cars. Please allow the traders to vacate
Market Hill before accessing the area.

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town Council has published a number of Privacy
Notices, these can be viewed on the Town Council website.

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk

Office hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-5:00pm; closed Fridays
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB
Tel: 01763 272222 email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk
Twitter: @buntingfordtc Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC
Website: www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

Town Council meetings for November 2019

Thurs 7" Nov 7:30pm — Amenities Committee

Thurs 14" Nov 7:30pm — Planning Committee
8:00pm — Resources Committee

Thurs 28™ Nov 7:30pm — Planning Committee
8:00pm — Full Council

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. Members of
the public are welcome to attend. Please check the BTC website for details.

Remembrance Sunday — 10" November
The Parade down the High Street starts at 10:30am from The Red House.
The Remembrance Service commences at the War Memorial at 10:45am.
At 11am ‘The Last Post’ will be followed by 2 minutes’ silence.
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Scouts

Charity no: 275294

SANTA IS COMING TO TOWN!

Sunday 1% December from 4pm Monday 2" December from
Norfolk Road, Vicarage Road, 5.30pm Hare Street Road, Union
Honey Lane, Porters Close, Terrace, Bridgefoot, Sunny Hill,
Woods Way, Ermine Street, Pipkin Drive, Aldridge Way,
Freman Drive, Chequers Close Spencer Close, Miles Way,
Warboys Close, Sunny Hill (2™
Wednesday 4™ December from Entrance), Riverside,
5.30pm Station Road, Rib Way, Paddock Road, The Causeway
Downhall Ley, Snells Mead,
Dray Gardens, London Road, Friday 6" December from 5.30pm
Layston Meadow, Plashes Drive, Bowling Green Lane, White Hart
Owles Lane, St Francis Close, Close, Bowlers Mead, Monks
Olvega Drive, Crouch Gardens Walk, Longmead
7pm onwards Greenways,
Saturday 7" December from The Willows, Skipps Meadow,
5pm Nutslip, Station Yard, The Folly, The Pyghtle,
Fairfield, Luynes Rise, Mill Baldock Road, High Street (south),
Close, Barleycroft, Knights Church Street, Ermine Court,
Close, Peasmead, Campbell Dell Spring, Bridewell Close,
Close, Meadow View, Oak End Wyddial Road

Saturday 14" December from 5pm High Street (Keith lan North)
5-6pm Redrow Estate — Norris Way, The Maples, Mayes Drive,
Seymour Road 6.15pm/6.30pm-8pm The Village

Due to the growing size of Buntingford, we are unable to include every single
street name in the lists above, but you should be able to tell the area of town
we are visiting each evening. Please wrap up warm and come outside for
Santa’s arrival. Sometimes it is difficult to get down every street, but we are
sure you will hear the Christmas music as Santa and his crew arrive.

Please remember, we are all volunteers taking time to make this special event
happen. Children will have collection pots so you can make a donation to
support Buntingford Scout Group.

We thank you for your support during 2019 and wish you a
Happy New Year for 2020
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Past Crimes & Punishments

October’s History Club was all about crime in and around Buntingford over the years.
The archives at County Hall contain petty session records which go back many years
and give names of offenders, places they lived, their crimes and the punishment meted
out by the magistrates. They also hold copies of old newspapers of Hertfordshire where
court proceedings are often reported. In addition to these records there is a fantastic
Facebook page called Buntingford in Old Newspapers which has articles from the local
papers of the early 1900s and | spent many hours reading the snippets of local events.

Some crimes seemed commonplace in the 1800s and occurred all over Hertfordshire. In
September 1825, for example, John Harpenden of Throcking was charged with being a
‘rogue and vagabond” and received two months hard labour; William Carpenter, also of
Throcking, received three months hard labour for the same offence. In May 1828 | found
a strange case where five men from Anstey were charged with damaging dung and all
had to pay 5 shillings in fines. How one damages dung remains a mystery, but in today’s
terms that fine would have been about £30. In 1831 George Smith of Westmill was given
one month’s hard labour for being “idle and disorderly”. Was this a forerunner of “drunk
and disorderly” as that was never mentioned in the record books?

In 1832 William Field of Aspenden was fined £1 18 shillings for stealing a tree and
obviously didn’t learn his lesson because in 1836 he was fined again, this time £5, for
stealing part of a tree. Thomas Newland of Wyddial received 10 days hard labour in
1836 for being idle and disorderly, then in 1837 a further one month’s hard labour for
being a rogue and vagabond. Also in 1836, Charles Swiney of Westmill was fined
1 shilling 9 pence for damaging turnips. Stealing food, usually turnips, was a common
crime, possibly to feed either their families or livestock as poverty was a big problem.

Crime wasn'’t restricted to males. Susan Pickett of Layston was found to be idle and
disorderly in 1837 and received one month’s hard labour. In 1846 she was back in court
for neglecting her children and had to do another month’s hard labour. Eliza Edwards of
Aspenden received the same sentence for neglecting her children in 1845. Steven
Tottman of Layston, found guilty of deserting his wife and children, received 2 weeks
hard labour. No mention is made of where they did this hard labour or what it entailed,
but it seems to be a forerunner of community service handed out on a regular basis.

Another common source of misdemeanours was weights and measures. It seems the
local weights and measures team, presumably from the council or government, would
visit lots of establishments to check scales, weights and liquids being served to the
public. Pages of these crimes are listed in the records, all tried on the same date with
varying outcomes. In 1846 John Bettison of Aspenden was fined 10 shillings, William
Foster of Layston 15 shillings and Thomas Medcalf, a grocer in Buntingford High Street,
10 shillings — all for using light weights. At the same session Thomas Medcalf was fined
a further £2 10 shillings for unjust scales. Licensing was also a big offender, with pages
devoted to hearings for selling beer without a license; fines ranged from 10 shillings to a
whopping £10 in one case. Shooting or capturing game without a license was common
and I'm sure such practice still goes on today but now would be classed as poaching.

Two offences that | found amusing were committed by James Wilson of Layston who
“injured the workhouse” in 1846 and was fined 4 shillings and sixpence, and Henry Pope
of Aspenden who ‘injured the grass” and was fined 2 pence. In what way these
inanimate objects were “injured” is not made known.

Little Hadham, which was a very small hamlet, seemed to have far more than its share
of crime which can only be put down to two possible reasons: either it was an extremely
rough/poor area, or they had a very diligent officer of the law working there.
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Arthur Calvert, aged 23 of
Chapel End, seems to have
been rather rash as he was
charged with discharging
stones from a catapult on a
road. Instead of admitting the
offence and going quietly,
he started to swear at the

arresting officer and tried to SANTA ISN’T THE +

escape. For his sins he was

fined 10 shillings. John Skipp ONLY ONE FLYING
was fined 17 shillings 6 . .

pence for using obscene M hwmu
language in Buntingford. A
report in 1910 stated he
had 53 previous convictions

for drunk and disorderly,
obviously a serial offender.

Be one of our elves and support us this season.

™ | " fte; Essex & Herts
ere were several reports : <" Air Ambulance
of juvenile crime, one being

a lad of 15 from Cottered
who was accused of stealing
a £1 note from one of the
horse-keepers at Tannis
Court in Aspenden. The lad
admitted the offence and Visit ehaat.org/ festive to find out more about:
said he bought a cycle lamp,
some chips, sweets and
ginger beer and had 18 K A host of festive fundraising ideas K Playing the Christmas Raffle
shillings 3 pence left, which
the police officer took charge
of. He was bound over for
two years, his mother thanked the bench for their leniency and made up the 1 shilling
9 pence that her son had spent. Oh that we could still buy all that for so little money!

ity

3 EHAAT’s Christmas Carol Event % Purchasing EHAAT cards and gifts

X Chrisimas community evenis near you b 3 Donating to keep us operational

In 1925 Albert Franklin, aged 16, was accused of stealing a jar of sweets valued at
4 shillings 6 pence from Mr Chubb’s shop on Layston Bridge. He was also accused of
stealing five pork pies and a bicycle pump from Mr Peacock’s bakehouse. Another lad of
14 was accused of stealing the items with him, plus a pair of gloves from Peacocks. The
magistrates told the boys they were liable to a long prison sentence and had they been
younger a good flogging. In the end they were placed on probation for three years.

In 1925 Ida Arnold of Braughing was fined 10 shillings for hitting the headmaster of
Braughing School on the head when he complained to her about her daughter’s
behaviour. It seems that teachers have always suffered assaults and abuse from
parents who refuse to believe their children could be naughty.

In a paper dated January 1927 there was a strange article about a rather stout male who
was accosting people in Buntingford and asking them for a penny. If you offered him
more than a penny, such as a sixpence, he would give you 5 pence back then hand you
a slip of paper on which was written: “Copper Snatching Society. If you want your penny
back find another mug”. It transpired that the man was Mr H Clarke who had managed
to snatch 6 shillings worth of pennies (that's 72 old pennies) which he paid into the
Buntingford Nursing Fund. Sounds a bit like Buntingford’s answer to Robin Hood.
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Today we all insist that the motorist tends to be picked on, but looking at the records it
appears this is not new and that even in the early years of cars and the days of the
horse and cart police targeted drivers as easy pickings. In 1890 poor William Andrews, a
drayman of Baldock, was charged with driving without a light in Cottered. PC Gray
stated he spotted the horse and cart coming along the road with no light and called out
but received no answer, so he caught the horse’s head, stopped the cart and found Mr
Andrews asleep. When woken and asked if he knew where he was Mr Andrews said he
was in Buntingford. He didn’t seem too perturbed to be told he was in Cottered as he got
off the cart, lit the lamp and went on his way. He received a fine of 8 shillings 6 pence for
not showing a light and a further 2 shillings for being asleep in charge of the cart.

MOTs didn’t come into effect until 1960, but the lorry in this 1929 case certainly wouldn’t
have passed one. William Boundy was stopped whilst driving his lorry in Buntingford
because his front light was not working and neither was the one over the rear number
plate. The police gave further evidence that when they stopped the lorry they found
there was no floor in the cab under the driver’s feet, just the pedals. The driver got a fine
of £2 and the owner of the lorry was fined £3 for allowing it to be used in a dangerous
state. There are numerous reports of cars, bicycles and carts being driven dangerously
or too fast or without lights, which must have increased court revenue by a significant
amount. Henry Aylott, fined 5 shillings for leaving his cart unattended in Buntingford
High Street, was not sure what he was expected to do with it while he went into a shop.

Whilst Buntingford generally had reports only of such petty crimes, in 1911 a
tragic murder occurred. Mary Boddy, aged 65 and mother of 9 grown-up children, was

walking along Paddock Road
while George and James Hitch,

ROYSTON & DISTRICT MRC

MODEL BAILWAY
CLUB EXHIBITION

SATURDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2019
10.00am - 4.
Adults £5.00 (}\?oompar?ioemhildren under 16 Free

25 LAYOUTS:- IN,VARIOUS GAUGES
TRADE STANDSAND DEMONSTRATIONS
LIVE STEAM RIDE ON RAILWAY
\  FREE CLASSIC BUS FROM
ROYSTON BUS AND
RAILWAY STATION

= FREE
i PARKING
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GBOURN VILLAGE COLLEGE
SOUTH END

BASSINGBOURN Nr ROYSTON
HERTS SG8 5NR
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aged 5 and 7, were walking up
Church  Street returning to
Layston School after lunch. Mary
grabbed George around the neck
and cut his throat with a kitchen
knife. Although bystanders pulled
her off and George was rushed to
the doctors, he died of his
injuries. At her trial Mary had no
recollection of the incident. Some
months  previously she had
thrown a small boy into the River
Rib, for which she had served
2 months in prison. She had in
the past tried to kill herself and
had taken a razor to her husband.
Doctors’ reports stated that she
suffered from epileptic fits and
that there was a history of mental
illness in her family. She was
expecting a death sentence, but
the result of the trial was that she
was deemed insane and sent to
an asylum for the criminally
insane. A collection was held in
the town to pay for George’s
funeral with people only being
allowed to donate 1 shilling.



On a lighter note, two local
men who shall remain
anonymous recounted their
misdemeanours of over 60
years ago. The first was out in
town one evening enjoying a
bag of chips near the old toilet
block opposite the Crown.
When he finished he threw
the wrapper on the pavement
as there was no bin. The local
constable told him to pick it
up but he refused saying
there were no bins to put it in
and he didn’t want to put it in
his pocket and mess up his
new suit. When he appeared
before the bench he was
fined 10 shillings. The week
after the incident a bin
appeared outside the toilets
and to this day he insists his
fine paid for that bin which is
still next to the bus stop. The
other person recounted some
incidents with a magnifying

Yew Tree Alpacas
Christmas Shop

OPENING
Saturday 2" November - Early bird shop
10% Off (this day only)
Monday 2™ - Saturday 7" December
Friday 13" & Saturday 14" December
Friday 20" & Saturday 21¥ December

10.30am - 4.30pm

A fabulous range of alpaca
products and Christmas
gifts including:

Luxury alpaca sccks, super
soft alpoca yoms from our
own herd, hand knitted
alpaca scarves, hats and
gloves, alpaca pillows and
cushions, alpaca Christmas
and greetings cards, alpaca
print gift items, handmade luxury
chocclates, Christmas candles

glass he had been given. He
had been told you could start
a fire using a magnifying
glass so he experimented in
the field that is now the
Norfolk Road playing fields.
He beat a hasty retreat when
he set a haystack alight!
He moved on to Lelanies Toy
Shop, now the Coffee Shop, and proceeded to focus the sun’s rays on the little rubber
wheels of a Corgi toy car. He managed to melt them — quite a result, according to him.

and more!

Yew Tree Alpacas

Yew Tree Cottage, Anstey, Herts SG9 0DA
(on the Anstey to Brent Pelham road)

Tel: 01763 848257

Email: info@yewireealpacas.co.uk
www.yewireealpacas.co.uk

Finally, the most gruesome case was recent, that of Jeffrey Howe who lived in
Southgate, North London. Two lodgers whom he had invited to live in his flat murdered
him and dismembered the body. Various body parts were found in and around the area.
In March 2009 his left leg was found just outside Cottered and his forearms in Wheat-
hampstead, while his head was found in Asforbdy, Leicestershire. The next month his
right leg was found in the layby opposite Pearce’s Farm Shop, followed by his torso in
Barwick. It took the police some time to identify the body but within about six weeks
they arrested Stephen Marshall and Sarah Bush for the murder. At first they pleaded
not guilty, but half way through the trial changed the plea to guilty. Marshall was
sentenced to 35 years in jail and Sarah Bush 18 months for perverting the course of
justice and giving false information about Jeffrey’s whereabouts. The victim’'s hands
were never found, although Marshall said he buried them in Epping Forest.

Our next meeting is on 12" November, 2:15pm at the Library, with a short film on ‘Herts
at War’ followed by a talk on Hertfordshire’s Home Guard; £1 per person.

Carol Emery, Buntingford Local History Group
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In Memory of Peter Baker
March 1943 to September 2019

Peter William Patrick Baker, known to his many friends //
as Pete, was one of Buntingford’s more colourful
characters. He loved his cowboy boots and brightly
patterned shirts, he enjoyed a game of darts over a
pint or two down the pub at weekends, but what he |
loved above all was his family. Happily married to ‘
Sandra for almost half a century, his pride and joy \
were his sons, Darren and Lloyd — now both happily
married themselves, to Helen and Jeanette — and his
three grandchildren, Matthew, Oliver and Corey.

Peter was born during the war years, on 17" March 1943,
in Hertford. His parents were Bill and Kath Baker, who also
had a daughter, Pat, and two more sons, Bob and Tony. '

Tragically Pete’s younger brother Tony died in 1965, a loss that brought much sadness
to the family. By then, the mid-60s, school was a distant memory for Pete who, like
many of his generation, left at age 15 keen to get out to work. Had he been born a
generation later, his path through life might have been very different because Pete was
a naturally talented artist. Before he left school he was offered a place at Art School in
London — the tutor even came out to see his parents to persuade them that Pete should
take up the opportunity — but it was going to cost £600 which was a huge sum in the
late-1950s. Ordinary working-class folk like Bill and Kath simply didn’t have that sort of
money, so Pete left school and went out to work after all.

His first job was in a fishing rod factory in Ware, but it wasn’t long before he left to take
up an apprenticeship with Crook Brothers, also in Ware. It was here that Pete learnt the
trade that would see him through his working life — bricklaying. Even though he would
later build houses, whenever someone asked him what he did for a living, Pete always
said he was a bricklayer, not a builder.

Pete met Sandra (left), the love of his life,
at a dance at the Mecca Ballroom in
Stevenage. The photo shows them on one
of Sandra’s rare trips to the pub with Pete.
They were married at Stopsley Church in
Luton in 1971 and moved to Buntingford to
set up home in the house on London Road
where Sandra still lives. When | asked
why they chose Buntingford, Sandra gave
the same answer you hear from people
moving here today — because it's a nice
friendly little town, with good schools for
the family they were planning. Darren and
Lloyd came along and providing for them,
and of course for Sandra, was Pete’s
purpose in life. He was the bread-winner
and proud of it, and in working hard he
built a reputation for himself as one of the best bricklayers around. He was self-
employed and never out of work, and also found time to work on their own house,
building an extension to make room for their growing family. Much later, Corey fondly
recalls helping his Grandad build the wall at the front of the house (photo top right).
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Perhaps because of a certain artistic flare that
Pete brought to his work, customers sought him
out for more unusual commissions. One of these
came from John Van Hage, of garden centre
fame, who asked him to build the arch in a show
garden he was entering in the Chelsea Flower
Show in 1991. The garden not only won a gold
medal but also the prestigious Fiskars Sword of
Excellence for best garden in the show. Another
job was on St Peter’s, Buntingford’s unique early
17"-century church, where he built the porch
and did some much-needed repair work on the
old bricks. He was also hired to build a fireplace
in the Black Horse in Brent Pelham, where his
sense of fun led him to create a shape e R
resembling a beer barrel, complete with tap. ‘ £ “‘
Many years later, after Pete’s illness had set in, - = -
Darren took him back to the Black Horse to see his handiwork once more and the
landlord asked him a question that had puzzled him since taking over the pub — what
was the tap for? It looked so real he found it hard to believe it didn’t have a purpose.

Of course, Pete was rather fond of pubs
and beer. He was of that generation that
never drank at home, but did enjoy
NEW YORK 3147 TI90HN 0 grours sinking a few with his mates in the local
! pub. For many years after moving to
Lodi% 5h0d2 1. - [BUNTINGFORD— 3577 Buntingford his local was the Shah (aka
[ 1TTH AUGUST the Rgllway, now d.emollshed), then in
the mid-80s he switched to the Black
Bull. He was a cracking good darts
player and played for both pubs to county
level, accumulating a houseful of trophies
in the process. But it wasn’t all about
winning, Pete was a sociable and
generous man — “you can'’t take it with
you”, was a favourite phrase of his — who
genuinely liked people and had a knack
for making friends wherever he went. On
holidays the rest of the family found that
Pete always bumped into someone he
knew — even as far afield as America and
Malta they heard that familiar greeting
“Hello, Pete! Fancy seeing you here ...".
Holidays were a big part of family life,
although they weren’'t always so far-
flung. Every year, at the beginning and
e : : end of the school summer holidays, they
would take the boys for a week at Sandra’s dad’s caravan in Pakefield. Another
favourite was Devon and the West Country — Pete was introduced to Dartmoor when he
did his basic Army training. The photo shows the family in Cornwall in 1989.

So where did his love of cowboy boots come from? He loved watching westerns on the
telly at home, but it seems the boots appealed to Pete’s sense of style, the urge to stand
out in a crowd. He didn’t wear them for work — he had work boots for that — but he did
wear them for everything else and they became part of his persona. It's said that one
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hot summer he was seen cutting the grass dressed only in yellow Speedos and red
boots! They weren’t his only style statement, there were also the colourful shirts and the
liberal use of unmistakable aftershave — Aramis 900. As Darren put it, when his Dad was
approaching you noticed it in more ways than one — first you smelled the aftershave,
then you heard the boots, then you saw the shirt. It really couldn’t be anyone else and
they loved that distinctiveness about him. Growing up, says Lloyd, they knew their Dad
was special and that made Lloyd feel very lucky indeed: “He was an incredibly confident
and self-assured man and | always felt protected and safe ... he could fix any problem |
had and was always there for us with a smile on his face, a twinkle in his eye, a bright
shirt and an amazing pair of boots!” He was a soft touch too, always packing a roll of
notes that he would peel off for the kids or grandkids to get whatever they wanted.

With the grandchildren Pete’s love
and pride spilled over and they forged
a special bond that you can see in
this photo of him with a very young
Corey. Nothing was too much for
them, whether at home or on holiday,
although occasionally Pete may have
pushed himself too far, such as the
time he and Corey played a game of
beach cricket at Great Yarmouth and
he and his cowboy boots came a
cropper. Being a man, of course he
picked himself up and ignored it and it
was only after several weeks of him
being in serious pain that Sandra .
managed to get him to go to the doctor. The diagnosis? A broken hip.

But there was no ignoring the onset of vascular dementia that struck Pete around six
years ago. At first it became apparent in unexpected falls, or one time he forgot to
secure a ladder properly, but as time went on he came to depend more and more on
Sandra who cared for him unstintingly. Pete’s sister Pat gave all the support she could
and brother-in-law David took him out every Saturday to try to keep some normality in
& : his life. Anyone who has watched a loved one with
this illness knows the toll it can take on the individual
and those around them, but Pete fought hard to
retain his gentle, outgoing and happy disposition for
as long as he could. In Corey’s words: “I always
knew how lucky | was to have him in my life. And he
always made the most out of our time together.”

Pete passed away at Pinelodge care home in
Gravely on the 5" September and on the 25" his
family and friends filled the Crematorium Chapel in
Stevenage to see him off as he rode into the sunset.
As Darren said that day: “He was so many things to
so many people and he was always spoken about
fondly. People would always remind me what a lovely
bloke he is.” Pete Baker — and his boots — will be
sadly missed by all who knew him.

Christine Noble

With thanks to Corey Baker for asking me to write this article and to him and the rest
of the family — Sandra, Darren, Lloyd and Jeanette — for talking to me about Pete.
Thanks also to Lynn Herbert, whose notes from the funeral service | have drawn on.
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Buntingford Library

November is ‘Explore Your Archives’ month at the Library. Throughout the month we will
be focusing on the different services we offer, both here and at Hertfordshire Archives
and Local Studies (HALS). Buntingford and the surrounding area is full of history which
is covered in our local history section, from murder mystery and ghosts to industrial
archaeology. Not forgetting your Local History Group who meet here on the second
Tuesday of the month, so why not come and join in the fun?

If you are |nterested in the hlstory of the Royals we have novelist Jane Dismore here on
Saturday 16" November giving a talk called ‘Royals, Rebels and Aristocrats: The
Pleasure & the Pain of Writing about Britain’s ‘blue-blooded’ families’. Jane is a writer of
history and heritage who has written features for magazines, newspapers and websites.
She is also a biographer. Her third and latest book, released last year, was ‘PRINCESS:
The Early Life of Queen Elizabeth II’, which was nominated for the People’s Book Prize.

On Tuesday 19" November we have a ‘Slipper Swap Social’. In addition to receiving a
free pair of safe, non-skid slippers, you will have the opportunity to get information on
staying safe and keeping well. Come and talk to occupational therapists and participate
in exercise demonstrations, have a cup of tea, check out our Reminiscence items, and
above all have a chat. And if it's just a cuppa and company you are after, pop along to
our new monthly ‘Tea & Chat’ club starting on Tuesday 5" November .

On Saturday 30" November we have a ‘Slugs n Snail’ family drop-in session where you
can discover curious historical cures by trying to identify what's in the smelly, feely pots.
You can also write your own healing recipe on antique paper and sign it with a quill.

It's a busy month. Keep up to date with what’s happening on our Facebook page.
Daryl Tapfield, Library Manager
Library opening hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00-17:30; Fri 14:00-17:30; Sat 9:00-13:00

Diary of events at Buntingford Library this November:
Every Monday: 10:15—-11:15am — Jump n Jiggle, active rhymes for preschool children
Every Thursday: 2:15-2:45pm — Toddler Tales, stories & rhymes for preschool children
Tues 5" Nov: 10.30am — NEW Tea & Chat club at the Library
Thurs 7" Nov: 4pm — Lego Club for 5-12 year olds, £2.

Tues 12" Nov: 2.15pm — Buntingford Local History Group in the Magnolia Room

Sat 16" Nov: 10.30am — Novelist Jane Dismore talks about ‘Royals, Rebels and
Aristocrats: The Pleasure & Pain of writing about Britain's blue-blooded families’, £2.

Tues 19" Nov: 10am-1pm — Slipper Swap Social. Pick up free slippers to prevent slips
and trips. Join us for a cuppa, a chat and learn how to stay steady on your feet.

Fri 29" Nov — Late night opening at the Library.

Sat 30" Nov: 10.30am—12noon — ‘Slugs n Snail’ session on curious cures of
Hertfordshire. Make your own healing recipe!

If you would like to advertise your event in the Buntingford Journal,
please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095

or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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BUNTINGFORD FILM CLUB

Last month’s three films, at Benson Hall and in Braughing Village Hall, were very well
received, and so our season unfolds.

Films for November at Benson Hall, Buntingford
Saturday 2" November 'I'
52

Matinee at 2.30pm Secret Life of Pets 2

This is the sequel to the 2016 animated comedy about

what pets get up to when their humans are not at home. ~ [he Junier
It continues the story of Max, the neurotic Jack Russell

terrier (now voiced by Patton Oswalt), as his owner gets

married and has a baby. Set in a New York apartment | )

block, this wittier and less frenetic sequel tells how the 1 éi'—r/ 1

arrival of this newborn baby upends the world of e ) L) R
pampered pooch Max. The movie is good, silly fun with - Don'+ Iaujh.
throwaway gags galore and some very funny scenes that * i
will particularly appeal to pet owners ... one involving feral F\ ’

cats bamboozled by the red dot of a laser pointer. For the

first time Kelly, our stalwart of children’s films, is unable to m
be there, but her band of enthusiastic helpers will run the

event and ensure that refreshments are ready to be enjoyed by all who come.

Evening at 7.30pm Yesterday

A hopeless songwriter wakes up to find he’s the only
person in the world who can remember the Fab Four’s
hits, in a winning comedy directed with dash and gusto
by Danny Boyle. Writer Richard Curtis delivers a goofy,
exasperatingly enjoyable fantasy comedy ... a magical
mystery tour of a world without The Beatles, with the
thought experiment of hearing Beatles’ songs for the
first time. This is difficult to imagine for all of us who
grew up with their music as the backing track to our
lives! Himesh Patel (from ‘EastEnders’ and Channel 4’s
‘Damned’) steps up amiably and confidently to his
starring role as Jack, and the talented Lily James plays
his de facto ‘manager and love interest. Ed Sheeran
has a nice good-sport cameo as himself, playing the
big star who ‘discovers’ Jack and projects him to instant
fame. This film promises to be as FAB as expected and a very popular choice, so to
avoid disappointment, don’t delay in getting your tickets from our box office.

Coming in December — Raymond Briggs Christmas Collection and Rocketman.

Our 2020 Vision will include Downton Abbey, Lion King, Big Hero 6, Judy (Garland) and
Singing in the Rain.

Following the success of the last two years, we will be running our 3™ Short Film
Competition — details for budding Spielbergs are on the ‘launch’ poster opposite. The
winners will be announced at a special screening event in February 2020 on a date still
to be arranged.
Christine Stuart-Taylor, Event Co-ordinator Tel: 01763 272990
Box Office: Chris Dellar Properties, 58 High Street, Buntingford Tel: 01763 272605
Online Booking via Billetto: www.buntingfordfilmclub.org
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3RD ANNUAL
BUNTINGFORD SHORTS CONTEST 2020
Sponsored by Chris Dellar Properties

Tozlldf;ﬁizf'-;z i.:ﬂﬂ ® ‘ Open to Anyone
i Pitoa 14 - 19 Years Old

3rd Prize: £100

CLOSING DATE FOR ALL ENTRIES IS FRIDAY 17TH JANUARY 2020

For Terms and Conditions & Details On How To Enter:
Visit www.buntingfordshorts.com Shoxt @

Please contact:

rnershio | — Nick Dawson: 07798 677732
P . or
' Ben Carinon: 0780 159 3824

QUALITY, SUSTAINABLE

HARDWOOD SEASONED LOGS

LOCALLY DELIVERED

i

ww.w.h'V)‘/d ehalllegs.co.uk
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BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

At our meeting in October we welcomed quite a few
guests and gained a couple of new members. The
speaker was Kevin Hancock (right), a passionate
beekeeper who builds and sells beehives which mimic
the properties of the honeybees’ natural habitat. Born
and brought up in South Africa, Kevin has travelled
the world, all the time gaining expertise in beekeeping,
and he now lives in Essex.

We were surprised to learn from him that commercial
beekeepers remove the wings of queen bees to keep
them in the hive. Also, did you know that not all
commercial honey is 100% pure honey? It can have
sugar water added, so we should read the jar labels
carefully when buying honey. Quite disturbing, really,
but it is good to know there are people out there like
Kevin who are trying to make sure that honeybees
thrive and continue to pollinate our flowers and food
crops. Kevin’s advice is it's probably best to buy local
honey. He is pictured here with his unusual beehive.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 6™ November, with Zsuzsanna Serer speaking on
‘The History and Traditions of Christmas Decoration with a Hungarian Theme’.
Zsuzsanna has been to talk to us before and we look forward to welcoming her back.
The following week we have our annual inter-club quiz against Reed Gardening Club.

If you would like to join us at the Gardeners’ Club the annual membership is currently
£15. Alternatively, we charge £3 on the door for non-members who are most
welcome. Meetings are held in the United Reformed Church Hall on Baldock Road
(opposite McColls) on the first Wednesday of the month. For more information about
Buntingford Gardeners’ Club, contact the Secretary on 01763 271885 or come along
to the next meeting and try us out. We look forward to meeting you.

Lesley Lowers, Club Secretary

BUNTINGFORD W.I.
‘CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION’
at the
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH & CHURCH HALL
Baldock Road, Buntingford SG9 9BL
on THURSDAY 12™ DECEMBER, 7.30 till 9.30pm

CAROLS IN THE CHURCH FOLLOWED BY
REFRESHMENTS IN THE HALL

ALL WELCOME. A small donation of £3 per person would be appreciated
to cover the costs of the evening.
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Reed Parish Council
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Saturday 2nd November on The Green in Reed
From 6pm. Fireworks at 6.45 followed by a bonfire.

Bar open from 5pm. Free entry - donations welcome.
And don’t forget to bring your torch!

15th & 16th
November 2019

Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 4pm

All welcome at our annual book sale in St Mary’s Church, Reed
FICTION & NON-FICTION, PAPERBACKS & HARDBACKS

Pop along and have a browse through the many genres of books at our
annual book sale. There is something for everyone’s reading taste. Enjoy
a cup of tea or coffee whilst keeping an eye out for your favourite reads.




The Hundred Parishes Society
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

This year our farmers celebrated the season of
mellow fruitfulness with good harvests of wheat while
the hedgerows have been well-stocked with crab
apples, sloes, rose hips and hawthorn berries.
Folklore hints that masses of fruits foretell a harsh
winter to come; in reality the favourable conditions
last spring enabled the flower buds formed the
previous summer to blossom.

Each year has its own unique pattern of weather with records of notable events. The
spire of Finchingfield Church blew down during the great storm of February 1661.
The inhabitants of Finchingfield suffered again as 16 barns were destroyed in the great
storm of November 1703. The freezing conditions of the very cold winter of 1895 allowed
the people of Saffron Walden to enjoy tobogganing by moonlight while folk in Dunmow
held an ice carnival. There are also many accounts of hot summers when wells ran dry
or hail ruined crops.

Those who study long-term trends are concerned about the warming of the atmosphere,
hotter summers and an increase in the frequency of storms which can cause serious
flooding, damage to trees and property, and loss of power.

In May the UK Government declared a Climate Emergency with ambitious plans to plant
50 million trees per year across the country to help soak up carbon. Current tree cover in
the Hundred Parishes area is about 6% and any new trees will bring significant visual
changes to our landscape. As well as storing carbon, trees bring many other benefits.
They produce timber, habitats for wildlife and reduce flooding risk. Groups of trees can
modify the local climate by providing shade, cooling the air and making urban areas
more attractive. However, to ensure that this tree-planting project is successful,
consideration must be given to the location of plantings and the most appropriate
species, with maintenance plans so that the new trees can thrive.

Tricia Moxie, Trustee

o, e Lift your Spirit!
. Hﬂ,‘WlOﬂalf‘ef Saturday 9" November, 7pm

== The United Reformed Church,
CHOIR Water Lane, Bishop's Stortford

Come and join The Harmonaires, one of our area’s most engaging and highly-
acclaimed choirs, for a recital filled with uplifting, soul-enriching music. The
programme of just over an hour features choral classics by Rutter, Chilcott and Gijeilo,
music from gospel and folk traditions, and spirit-raising arrangements of
contemporary popular music. In support of the Catenian Bursary Fund for young
people, this promises to be a stunning evening.

TICKETS: Adults £12, Students £6 — available at www.theharmonaireschoir.com
or call 07912 025 777.

The following Harmonaires’ event will be carols and other Christmas music at St
Joseph’s Church, Bishop’s Stortford, on 14" December. Details are on their website.
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*¥ ISTD Graded classes in Ballet, Tap &

. (\ . Modern and recreational classes in
\©Q_ }é : Street, Commercial, Musical Theatre,
-)r Baby Boppers and Adult Tap
Buntingford School of Dance is celebrating FANTASTIC

TR Ballet exam results. The term after the show children
BUNTINGFORD entered exams ranging from Primary up to Grade 6 and
SCHOOL of DANCE  Intermediate and achieved a 100% pass rate again! The
pupils who took Grade 6 and Intermediate are also

celebrating the UCAS points they received for their exams.

i
Z v o
If you would like to try something new, or if you already love to dance, do contact us

for a NO OBLIGATION TRIAL IN ANY DANCE GENRE. We offer Ballet, Tap, Modern
& Jazz, Street, Commercial and Musical Theatre classes. We also have ADULT TAP.

Have a look at our website for more information n r@
www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk

WREATH-MAKING WORKSHOP
led by the talented Louise Aries

FRIDAY 29" NOVEMBER
7pm in REED VILLAGE HALL

Tickets: £17.50 per person, including a glass of mulled wine, mince pie,
oasis ring and foliage. Please bring secateurs, ribbon and any other
decorative items you wish to use.

Contact: Liz Jakeman on 01763 848398 or elizabethjakeman@live.co.uk
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THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE WAS

C U R W E N S SUPPLIED BY CURWENS LLP, A LocAL
FIRM OF SOLICITORS WITH OFFICES IN

RoYSTON, HODDESDON AND ENFIELD

FREE Legal Advice

No need to adjust your glasses, it isn’t a misprint. The University of Hertfordshire has
opened a Law Clinic at its Hatfield campus to enable students to get first-hand
experience in dealing with real clients. All their work is supervised by qualified
solicitors, and is free of charge.

The clinic offers advice in Family and Employment Law, as well as assistance in
drafting Lasting Powers of Attorney. They can also provide advice to small businesses
on Intellectual Property rights. The students will also be running a specialist family law
clinic out of a local domestic abuse charity based in Hertford — Future Living.

Curwens (along with other local law firms) are helping to supervise the students at the
Law Clinic. We believe that pro bono work to support the local community is really
important and of course the law clinic students will be the next generation of solicitors.

To make an appointment with the Law Clinic ring 01707 284115, or if you would like
further information and advice from solicitors in relation to any area of law please
contact Curwens on 020 8363 4444.

www.curwens.co.uk
Royston — 01763 241 261 Hoddesdon — 01992 463 727 Enfield — 0208 363 4444

Doggy Delight at
Layston Grove

Some furry friends with wagging tails took over
the gardens at Layston Grove for a day, joined by
our residents, their families and friends for our
first ever charity dog show. The day, held on 21
July, raised £400 to be split between the RATS
animal rescue service in Hare Street and The
Guide Dog Society. A range of breeds and dogs,
old, young, big and small, competed against each
other to claim prizes in a number of categories,
including cutest puppy, waggiest tail, golden oldie
and the most important ‘Best in Show!” They even
took part in a very competltlve egg and spoon
race, with dogs and owners teaming up together to . : .
get their egg and spoon over the finish line first.

R T The sun was shining,
\\ f,', making it a perfect day

for our very own chefs to
Oak ale light the BBQ for our
guests, residents and

CARE GROUP even the dogs to enjoy!
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EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The Manor House, Buntingford

Drop-in: Telephone: citizens
Monday 10:00am — 4:00pm 03444 111 444 advice
Tuesday 10:00am — 1:00pm Monday — Friday

Wednesday 10:00am — 1:00pm 10:00am — 4:00pm

Blue Badges

My mum has a non-visible disability, which causes her walking difficulties. | heard
something on the news about how she may now be eligible for a blue badge. How
can | find out about this and help her apply?

On 30™ August, the Blue Badge scheme was extended to people who live in England
and have non-visible disabilities or conditions which affect their ability to walk. As a
result, your mother may now qualify for a badge.

Your mother will be automatically eligible if she gets certain types of benefits. These
include some categories of Personal Independence Payment and the higher rate mobility
component of Disability Living Allowance.

If she’s not automatically eligible she can still apply for a badge. Her local authority will
use evidence from doctors and other healthcare professionals to determine whether she
qualifies or not. Your mother can check her eligibility and apply for a local authority-
issued Blue Badge at gov.uk/apply-blue-badge. If she can’t do this herself, you can
apply on her behalf.

You'll need a recent digital passport-style photo, proof of her identity, address, details of
any benefits she receives, her National Insurance number, and evidence of how her non-
visible disability or condition affects her mobility.

If the person needing the Blue Badge is a resident of Hertfordshire, you can find out
about how to apply at https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/home.aspx.

More information can be found at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/sick-or-
disabled-people-and-carers/help-for-disabled-travellers1/

© Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date information, visit their website:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

FRIENDS OF REED CHURCH
CHRISTMAS VILLAGE SUPPER

The Christmas Village supper with The Royston Town Band will be held on

Saturday 7" December 2019 at 7pm in Reed Village Hall

Admission: Adult £12.50; Child £6; Family Ticket £30
To book please contact either:
Liz Jakeman on 01763 848398 or Mike Howes on 01763 848029
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Orchard Surgery Faces Closure

Patients of Orchard Surgery have received a letter from the
Clinical Commissioning Group announcing the intended closure
of the surgery, effective 31°* March 2010.

Karnika and the surgery staff urge patients to await further
developments and be reassured that every patient will continue
to receive primary care as is their right as a citizen of the UK.
Over the next few weeks there will be a number of meetings, letters, texts and email
alerts (everything will be posted onto the surgery website www.orchardsurgery
buntingford.co.uk). We are hoping to get the accountable officer, Beverley Flowers, to
attend a meeting of our patients and residents of Buntingford to explain the reasons why
the closure is recommended — locum staffing, the high cost of the service, and the timing
of contract renewal and Building tenancy renewal. The majority of patients will want to go
to the Buntingford Medical Centre surgery, which has confirmed that this will be possible.
However, there is still a lot of water to go under the bridge before the closure of Orchard
Surgery is accepted! Save Our Surgery meetings began on Thursday 17" October.
Please look at the surgery website for details of future meetings.

Meanwhile, other surgery happenings ...

Please ring the surgery for your free flu vaccination: If you are over 65, or if you are
younger than 65 but have a medical condition, the vaccine is free. The vaccine is inert,
which means it cannot give you flu. The likelihood of a flu epidemic is being reported in
the media, so if you haven’t already done so please arrange your vaccination today.

Extended hours access: Orchard patients have had the right to attend an extended
hours service in Hertford at Handscombe House Surgery since October 2018, although
only a limited number have made use of the service. It is available 6.30-8pm on week
days, plus on Saturday and Sunday mornings, even on bank holidays and Christmas
Day. You can be seen by a GP and because of a common IT system they will have your
medical record and be able to care for you in the same way as if you were at Orchard
Surgery. All extended hours appointments must be booked through Orchard reception. If
there isn’t a suitable appointment available at Orchard, you can ask for extended hours.

www.orchardsurgerybuntingford.co.uk

) Hertswise Buntingford Dementia
Dementia support in Herts carers Support Group

This free support group meets from 10am to 12noon on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month, to give carers the chance to share views and experiences, meet guest
speakers, and find out what support is available. Our next informal meeting is on:
Wednesday 20" November 2019 (10am to 12noon)

Our last meeting this year will be on 18" December 2019

We meet in the Tea Room & Wine Bar on Buntingford High Street (SG9 9AQ).
No need to book and no charge to attend — carers purchase their own refreshments.

For more information, call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044, Monday
to Friday, 8am—6pm, or visit: www.hertswise.org.uk
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TH.E TH'RD AGE THUST October was our AGM, celebrating our 10"

Anniversary and a certificate marking this event
was received from the U3A Trust.

Chairman Jim Farquhar reported on the success
of Buntingford U3A with nearly 40 flourishing
groups — some having a waiting list. Our
Photography Group held a successful exhibition
in the URC Hall as part of the church’s 200-year
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE anniversary.

A very healthy financial position by the Treasurer means the annual subscription has
been decreased from £11 to £10. Oh that government had our treasurer!

This year only two people had to stand down having completed their term of office —
Mary Godfrey and Bryan Thomsett were warmly thanked by the Chairman. The two new
members elected to the committee were Lesley Lowers and Tony Phillips.

The Norman Oliver Plate, in memory
of founding committee member
Norman Oliver, was presented by
his widow Mary to Hilary Curtis (on
the right in the photo). Hilary
organises refreshments for our
monthly meetings (photo bottom
right) and she also runs the ‘They
Matter Group. Hilary started the
group after reading about ‘fiddle
mats’ for dementia patients. These
tactile and visually stimulating mats
consist of buttons, zips, little
pockets, ribbons, tapes etc., all
securely sewn onto fabric, which
when given to dementia sufferers
can help to keep them occupied and
calmer. Hilary’'s group have now
made about 200 of these mats from
materials donated by members and
have given them to care homes and also to
people living at home with dementia.
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After the business part of the meeting,
cake, wine, nibbles and soft drinks were
offered to members followed by a musical
entertainment.

Our next meeting is on Monday 11"

November when our speaker will be Kate
Armstrong, a self-published author, on ‘An
Unexpected Journey’. Doors open 1.30pm.

Marion Ling & Jean Cook

Please visit our website for information
on our groups:
www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford
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MILLFIELD FIRST
». & NURSERY ScHoOOL

www.millfield.herts.sch.uk

..\

Visit and Tour for Prospective Parents and Carers

We held a visit and tour session for prospective parents and carers in October — thank
you to all who came along. There will be another opportunity to visit our First School on
Tuesday 26" November at 9:15am and we look forward to welcoming any others who
are interested in Millfield to join us for an organised tour. If you would like further
information, please contact the School Office.

Aeplications for Reception places to start in September 2020 can be made online from
4™ November 2019 using the Hertfordshire County Council website.

Nursery Admissions

For children born between 1% September 2015 and 31% August 2016 we have a few
places available in our afternoon Nursery class to start immediately. The afternoon
Nursery sessions in term time are Monday to Friday 12:10pm to 3:10pm. If you are
interested in taking one of these places, or know someone who may be interested,
please contact the School Office.

Applications for Nursery places to start in September 2020 for children born between
1% September 2016 and 31%' August 2017 will open on 4™ November 2019. Applications
for Nursery places should be made directly to the School. If you would like further
information, please contact the School Office.

50™ Anniversary Year
We started our special anniversary year with a ‘Picnic and Music’ event. It was wonderful
to see so many parents, carers and families come along and celebrate. We look forward
to continuing our celebrations throughout the year with more events and activities
planned around a 50" theme. The children were
invited to create and submit a design for a cake
(right). Pupils from our School Council chose the
winning design which was then re-created into a
specially made cake for the winner to enjoy. Both the
winning design and cake were revealed during our
‘Picnic and Music’ event and congratulations given to
the winner. All the children and guests enjoyed a
decorated small cake (bottom right) during the event.

School Awards

We are pleased to have recently achieved re-
accreditation of the following awards:

Modeshift Sustainable Travel Award — Silver The
School received Silver accreditation of this award in
recognition of our efforts to increase levels of
walking, cycling and other forms of sustainable
transport on the journey to school.

International School Award We are pleased, once
again, to be awarded The International School
Award in recognition of our commitment to
international work through the curriculum and links
with schools in other countries.
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Gold Sports Mark The School regained this accreditation in recognition of our promotion
of sport with other local schools and our teaching of P.E.

Early Years Quality Standards 2019 Award Miss Tetley represented Millfield at this
event and received the award on behalf of Millfield. Congratulations to our Early Years
Foundation Stage team for creating such a wonderful and dynamic part of our school.

Royal British Legion

To support the Royal British Legion, we have been selling poppies and a range of other
poppy day gifts and are waiting to hear how much money we have raised. We are so
grateful to everyone who supports us in our work for charities.

Children in Need Day
On Friday 15" November the children will be fundraising for Children in Need in support
of their theme this year which is: ‘Together we can change young lives’.

Bag 2 School

We are once again collecting unwanted items of clothing or bedding through the ‘Bag 2
School’ charity to help support those in need. Donations are very welcome but because
we are unable to store the bags in school, we can only accept donations into school on
Friday 29" November prior to 9am, just before the charity makes their collection.

PTA Christmas Fair

Our Christmas Fair takes place on Friday 6" December from 4:30pm until 6:30pm. We
have a good range of local craft stalls booked, as well as all the usual favourites such as
a raffle, tombola and a Christmas Grotto! We hope lots of people are able to come along.

Laura Kennedy-Weeks, Headteacher

If you would like to know more about our School (or Little Stars Pre-School) visit our
website www.millfield.herts.sch.uk or contact the School Office on 01763 271717.

attend Zhealth cuoe

| am very proud to announce | have won a Zenith Global
Health Award in the Allied Health Category, the result of
years of work, from being a Fellow of the British Chiroprac- = —
tic Association, gaining the Practice Partnership Quality
Mark and writing a book on low back pain. Over the years
| have raised a lot of money for charity from holding a
charity ball to having charity days at the clinic. | also give
out many gift vouchers each year for local raffles. With
Chiropractors, Osteopaths and Physiotherapists working
and training together at the clinic, | am so pleased we are
able to give our patients the best possible care, as can be
seen from our 100 plus Five Star Reviews on Google.

The award ceremony was held at the Leonardo Royal Hotel in London on Saturday 5"
October and was a very prestigious occasion. The photo shows me on the night,
proudly holding my award. | was humbled to be among such distinguished guests,
many of whom have achieved incredible things. | want to thank all the fantastic
practitioners and staff at Attend2health who make it such a wonderful place to work.

Louise Hampton
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QE Edwinstree Middle School QE

A Voluntary Controlled Church of England School

As a Christian school, we recognise the unique and wonderful in everyone.
As a community, we support one another to flourish and live life in all its fullness.

Welcome to the new term at Edwinstree
Our term began with an exploration of the Christian value of ‘Wisdom’. We have been
discovering that to be ‘wise’ is something different from seeking fame and wealth and we
discussed the different forms of wisdom that might be available to us. We have also
been looking at how to stay healthy in mind and body: to help us with this, we have
celebrated two different days this half term:

Sleep Awareness Day — We held a Sleep Awareness Day on Friday 20" September.
Students were invited to attend school in pyjamas and donate £1 for the external
providers supporting our PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic) education
curriculum. We conducted an anonymous sleep survey of the school to find out about the
sleeping habits of our students and staff. During Period 5, students had a lesson about
how the blue light from iPads and iPhones can affect our sleep and how to improve their
sleep pattern. Students also had the opportunity to bring in their favourite bedtime story
book, or what they were currently reading, and staff read out and shared their own
favourite stories. There’s information on the importance of good sleep at: https://
sleepcouncil.org.uk/sleep-advice-scenarios/meet-lizzie-sleep-advice-for-parents/

World Mental Health Day — We marked World Mental Health Day, 10™ October, with a
Collective Worship hosted by the Learning Zone, focussing on why Mental Health is
important and how we can help ourselves and each other to stay mentally well. A series
of advice booklets from the World Mental Health Organization were distributed to
students and copies of the Parents’ version can be found on our website:
www.edwinstree.herts.sch.uk. There are a variety of additional support networks which
are very informative. Students will be receiving planned PSHCE (Personal, Social,
Health and Citizens Education) lessons throughout the year to support this learning.

Drug Awareness

In order to support our students’ wellbeing, and as part of the PSHCE curriculum, Year 8
had the opportunity to listen to a Drug Awareness presentation during September by
Narconon Drug Education. Students found the presentation interesting as the presenter
Gary Byrne was speaking from experience.

Enterprise Day for Year 8 MW
This year, our Year 8 students have started a new curriculum r— . \

lesson called ‘Enterprise’. They will be learning talents and
skills to upcycle different resources for fundraising at next
year’s Buntingford Carnival. The course has been designed to
develop creativity and
resilience. To get started,
our first Year 8 group
suggested a valeting
service to support their
start up fund. They soon
discovered how messy
teachers’ cars could be,
especially those  with
toddlers!
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What were the recent health surveys in school about and what did they find?
National Health surveys have been running in all schools, conducted by a team of nurses
who visit the school to help students complete a well-being survey and then follow up
where issues are found. We are awaiting the report, which we will share with you.
However, at the end of the two-day experience, the team met with me to let me know that
the happiness rating in our school was one of the highest they had seen. The response to
the question ‘how well does the school look after your emotional well-being?’ was the
highest, with 88.9% giving us the highest rating of ‘very good.

The NHS Nursing Team have also been
very busy at Edwinstree over the last
couple of months, undertaking Influenza
immunizations and HPV vaccinations.

Science

This term, Year 7 have been doing work on
cells, tissues and organs. As part of their
home learning for the subject, they were
asked to make labelled models of plant and
animal cells. This is a selection of the

models that they made. Some students
even made
edible models,
which were
enjoyed by
everyone in
their class.

Jo Gant,
Headteacher

Brent Pelham'So#
Christmas Fair

SUNDAY 1°" DECEMBER 2019
11AM TO 3:30PM

Traditional Christmas Fair in the Village Hall
Free entry  Christmas trees ¢ Stalls

Seasonal food & drink 0 Q

www.brentpelhamchristmas.com

41



‘The Writing Group’
A short story

“I hope you don’t mind, but would it be alright if | read my piece out first? I'm afraid | have
to leave early today”, Rachel told them.

Tom surveyed the other four members of the writing group. He surmised from the
downward looks and shuffling of paper that actually they did mind; but of course they
were all much too polite to say so. The issue was not Rachel’s early departure, rather the
fact that she was certainly the most gifted member of the group and as such, no one
wanted to follow her, which clearly they all had to do if she went first. In his limited
experience he had noted that they usually managed to engineer Rachel’s contribution to
be last or at least close to the end of the readings. Giles looked up and said “No of
course not, Rachel” on their behalves and there were murmurs of assent from the others.
Tom was the new boy. This was only his third visit to the group. He had joined at
Rachel's suggestion. If he was honest, he was rather out of his comfort zone. Yes, he
could string a few words together but he never had any ambitions in the creative writing
department. He had different motives.

The theme of the month was ‘Romance’. It had been suggested, rather to everyone’s
surprise, by Hetty who was sat to Rachel’s left in a large brown leather armchair. Hetty
was small and she was, comically, almost swallowed up by the huge chair. Tom was
curious to discover what Hetty’s contribution might be. It was clear that at some point in
her writing career, someone had given her some well-meaning advice. Something along
the lines of ‘write about what you know’. The consequence of that had been that each of
her stories were thinly disguised episodes from her own life dressed up with a few made-
up characters. Nothing wrong with that in itself, she wrote pleasantly enough. It was just
that, well, Hetty clearly didn’t live the most exciting of lives. Two months previously the
group has chosen the topic ‘Disaster’. They had variously written about flooding, a car
crash, a snow storm and predictably from Richard, some kind of dystopian apocalypse.
Hetty’s contribution had been entitled ‘Subsidence’ and Tom recalled Rachel biting into
her handkerchief with mirth as Hetty described the problem of finding a plasterer.

Rachel began to read. In addition to being a talented writer, she had a delightful reading
voice of warm creamy tones. It would have been perfect for narrating ‘A book at bedtime’
on the radio. Tom had sent a text a week or so back enquiring about her storyline, but
she had been mischievously secretive. He was intrigued to see what she had done with
this month’s theme. Much to his amusement she had decided to tell the story of two
young rabbits eloping. A sort of Mills and Boon meets Beatrix Potter. It was a witty and
sweet homage. She finished with the rabbits touching paws whilst gazing into an orange
gold sunset. There was spontaneous applause which Tom joined. She glanced up at him
briefly and he gave her a smile of approval. He thought she blushed. The others took
turns to enthuse about Rachel’s writing. The declared aim of the group was to provide
constructive criticism as well as support. To be honest, they weren’t particularly good at
the critical friend bit, but this was something of a relief to Tom who felt sure that a less
sympathetic group would find plenty to criticise in in his own contributions.

Eyes now turned expectantly to Hetty who put on her reading glasses and cleared her
throat. From somewhere inside her chair, she told the tale of a couple who had met
briefly in a coffee shop and then went their separate ways. It was rather poignant. All the
more so as the listeners were sure that the Florence in her story was Hetty herself.
Alison, sat to Tom'’s right, took out a paper tissue and appeared to wipe away a tear at
the end. Rachel stood and announced with regret that it was time for her to leave. There
was a chorus of Goodbyes and Giles promised to email her next month’s theme. The
front door shut behind her and Giles gathered his sheets of papers to begin narrating his
own story. Tom glanced at Hetty who, having bathed in the warm words about her coffee
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shop story, now looked tense. Giles’s yarns had that effect on her. It was fair to say that
he was a good writer, clever with words and good at creating mood and character. He
did, however, have something of a predilection for the macabre or a shocking twist in the
tail. This was not Hetty’s genre. She had actually complained the previous meeting that
Giles was getting a little bit too ‘Edgar Alan Poe’. Tom found himself starting to speculate
as to what the ending would be this time. His money was on the female lead being one of
the undead and dispatching her young suitor in some suitably gory way. He never found
out. From his pocket came the sound of Guns and Roses.

Giles stopped mid-sentence and gave Tom a disapproving frown. The group had a strict
rule about mobile phones. Tom muttered an apology, retrieved the offending article from
his pocket and looked at the screen. “I'm so sorry” he announced to the group. “It's a
message from home, I'm afraid there’s something of a domestic emergency, | must go.”
There were nods of sympathy and understanding. He made his way out of the house and
strode purposefully out into the bright sunshine. Leaving the cottage garden he turned
right down a small cul de sac and shortly reached a large sycamore tree. Rachel stepped
out from behind it.

“Boo!” she said and kissed him lightly on the lips. “Do you think they suspect us?”

“l don’t think so”, replied Tom. “But | don’t think we’ll be able to escape from the meetings
too often without them smelling a rat! Speaking of animals, | loved your rabbit story.”

“Thank you. | was tempted to spice it up a bit with a little bit of frolicking in the meadow,
but | wasn’t sure how that would go down!”

“50 Shades of Green eh?” he replied. She laughed.
“Where are we going?”
“There’s an exquisite little coffee shop in Greenville, my car is just around the corner.”
“Sounds lovely.” They kissed again, held hands and began walking to his car.
David Paull-Wills, Buntingford Writers’ Group

While glancing through last month’'s .
Journal, | saw a number of articles h 11 H “‘
promoting local choirs. It is amazing ’

to see such variety and diver_sity in Com mu n it

1gfol

I

the relatively small location of “in and h y 4
around Buntingford”. This has been Ch0|r’ ~ ¢ 4
a fairly recent development, with “—

many people coming back to singing. ' ‘

Every one of the choirs has its own identity. Ours is based on meeting up with others
who enjoy singing a wide range of music styles. We start picking up the lyrics to a new
song by listening to an original version, and gradually joining in with guidance from the
musical directors. If we like it and it sounds good we will try and develop it and maybe
add some harmonies. If it's up to scratch our musical directors may include it in one of
our live performances. Usually at least half the choir will not be familiar with any new
song we tackle, as we like to try a wide range of popular songs. We try to sing in parts
but would never be considered a ‘choral’ choir. The most important thing is to enjoy
singing with a group of like-minded people. So if you would like to see if we might be
your kind of choir, come along to Millfield School for 7.30pm on any Monday night
(except Bank Holidays) and join in. The first night is free, then it's only £4 a week.

For more information go to our website: www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
Or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
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BALA
Buntingford Action for the Less Able

Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for November 2019

Wed 6" 10:30-2pm Cambridge £7.50

Thurs 7" | 9:15-12ish Tesco at Bishop’s Stortford £5

Fri 8" 10am-3ish Knebworth Christmas Fair. Tickets £4. Bus £6

Tues 12" | 9am-3pm Milton Keynes £13

Wed 13" 11:30am Pub Lunch £5

Thurs 14" | 9:15-12ish Bishop’s Stortford Town Centre (Market Day) £5

Mon 18" 10.30-2:30pm | Phillimore Garden Centre / Dobbies (lunch at £5
Café)

Tues 19" | 10am—1.30ish Freeport Outlet Shopping Village, Braintree £8

Thurs 21 | 9:15-12ish Tesco at Bishop’s Stortford £5

Tues 26" | 9:30-3pm Bury St Edmunds £13

DEc

Tues 3™ 9:30-12ish A1 Retail Park Biggleswade (M&S, Next, £6.60
Wilkos, Laura Ashley etc.)

Thurs 5" | 9:15-12ish Tesco at Bishop’s Stortford £5

Tues 10™ | 11:30am Pub Lunch £5

Thurs 12" | 9:15-12ish Bishop’s Stortford Town Centre (Market Day) £5

Thurs 19" | 9:15-12ish Tesco at Bishop’s Stortford £5

JAN 2020

Thurs 2™ | 9:15-12ish Tesco at Bishop’s Stortford £5

Tues 7" 10:30-3pm Welwyn Garden City (Sales — John Lewis, £7
M&S etc.)

Thurs 23 | 1pm-5ish Gordon Craig Theatre Stevenage Panto: Bus £6

Matinee starts ‘Beauty and the Beast'’. Tickets £15.50.
2:30pm Closing date for tickets 1 December

All trips start from Benson Hall car park unless otherwise agreed.
To book a seat or for more information:
01763 271909, 07870 638480, 07423 746594

COFFEE MORNING at Benson Hall

Wednesday 20" November, 10:15-11:30am
Coffee/Tea, Cakes, Sausage Rolls, Raffle, Gifts, Christmas Cards
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BUNTINGFORD W.I.

We were delighted to be joined again in October by our new faces from September’s
meeting, all set to hear our eagerly anticipated talk by Bridget — ‘The Fat Bird and The
Boat’. Our expectations were fully met as we found ourselves transported on a Clipper
circumnavigating the world! Bridget shared her amazing adventures together with the
challenges she faced as a previously inexperienced member of the crew as they raced
against other boats, sailing to numerous lands following long ocean voyages.

Bridget also shared enlightening and humorous samples of the online blog she wrote
every other day during her voyage, which allowed us to appreciate her perspective on the
conditions she bravely faced. The blog continues to attract interest from numerous
supporters around the world.

This month we will be having our Christmas lunch which is for WI members only, so there
is no meeting in the URC Hall in November. On Thursday 12" December at 7.15pm we
will be singing Christmas carols in the URC Church itself, followed at 8.15pm by
refreshments served in the hall. You are very welcome to join us.

If you would like further information about Buntingford W.I. please contact Pat Webb, our
Secretary, on 01763 271305.

Events in November

Isa Hoseicsf  see www.isabelhospice.org.uk for full details
Together we care of these and future events, including Lights of Love
Ceremonies in towns around Hertfordshire

2"Y November — Hatfield House Christmas Market
From 10:30am at Hatfield House, The Old Stables, AL9 5HX. A huge variety of stalls
to help with your Christmas shopping.

2" November — Jumble Sale in Thundridge Village Hall, SG12 0TU
2pm. Come and grab a bargain at this great jumble sale. Entry 50p.

11" November — Trek Transylvania Information Evening with Different Travel
At Isabel Hospice Living Well Hub, Hall Grove, Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4PH.

A chance for supporters who may be interested in joining Team Isabel on the trek in
September 2020 to come along and find out more about this challenge in the
mountains of Romania. For an information pack or to reserve a place at the evening,
contact events@isabelhospice.org.uk or call 01707 382544

15"/ 22" November — Training as an Isabel Hospice Compassionate Neighbour
9.15am registration, for 9.30 start to 5pm, at Isabel Hospice Living Well Hub, Hall
Grove, WGC, AL7 4PH. The launch of the new ‘Compassionate Neighbours’ social
movement could really make a difference to people living with loneliness. Training is
FREE with lunch provided. You would be required to attend both training days. If
interested contact Kharlie Staves by email or call 07703 808640.

29" November — Lights of Love Ceremony in Buntingford

5.30pm at the Manor House, SG9 9AB. Lights of Love is a special time to celebrate
and remember loved ones who are no longer with us. The ceremony is suitable for all
ages with readings, Christmas carols and the lighting of the tree. There will be a
programme including every person’s name being remembered. For more information
or to make your a see www.isabelhospice.org.uk/lightsoflove or ring Isabel
Fundraising on 01707 382500 — dedications must be received by 8™ November.
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BUNTINGFORD
TowN FC

The new football season is well underway now and, as | sit here
looking out of my office window at the grey skies, it feel like summer
was a long time ago! The start of a new season is always a bit of an
unknown quantity as you have no idea how your team is going to fare
against the rest of the league and the first weeks can be a bit of a shock to the system.

The season started pretty well for the First Team with two home wins either side of a
defeat against a very good Aldenham side who we pushed right to the end and could
have beaten had decisions gone our way. Unfortunately this has been followed by a dip
in form which has seen us take a paltry 4 points from an available 12. Performances on
the pitch have been good but we seem to struggle to convert possession and dominance
into victories, and an injury list in double figures hasn’'t exactly helped! Despite this the
squad maintain good spirits and it's good to see some of the Reserves getting their
chance to stake a claim to a starting spot in the First Team.

The Reserves have had the opposite start to the season, losing all three of their opening
fixtures. Having had to concede two games due to low numbers, the side bounced back
with creditable performances to draw against a more experienced St Margaretsbury Vets
side and a rather objectionable Stevenage Borough Community side — a game which we
conceded in the last three minutes! The Reserves finally got the result their efforts
deserved with a 3-2 victory over second placed Tring Town in a game where both teams
looked to play football. Tring’s experience was more than matched by the effort levels of
our players who got their noses ahead in the first half and, despite being pegged back
twice, worked hard for each other to seal the three points.

The Vets are by far our most successful team so far this season, still unbeaten despite
being in the Premier League of the East Herts Vets League. The addition of a few fresh
faces has certainly helped strengthen the squad which definitely has the potential to
enjoy one of its most successful seasons ever.

The Ladies team are back in action this season in Division 3 of the Beds and Herts
Women's Football League. So far three home games and two away fixtures haven’t
resulted in any points, but the team are enjoying their football and hope to start collecting
some points as the season progresses.

As | have mentioned in previous Journal articles, running a local football club is an
expensive proposition with our running costs being wholly funded by player subscriptions,
sponsorship and fundraising efforts. Our biggest fundraising event is, of course, the
annual Fireworks Display at The Bury which this year will be held on 3™ November with
doors opening at 5pm.

Tickets are very reasonable (they haven’t gone up for ten years) and can be purchased in
advance from The Bury or pay on the door on the evening. Parking is even more limited
than in previous years and we would encourage you to walk from the Town to The Bury if
at all possible. The Fireworks Display is something of a local tradition and, apart from the
infamous ‘year of the fog’, is always very enjoyable.

We are massively grateful to Buntingford Town Council who, yet again, have helped
support this event and to Fox Fireworks for agreeing to fire the display. We look forward
to welcoming as many of you as possible to The Bury to enjoy the fireworks with us.

Mark Cotton, Chairman, Buntingford Town FC
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Buntingford Cougars

By the time you read this the new Cougars’ season will be well underway with the balmy
days of summer just a distant memory and the wind and rain of autumn well established.
The Cougars continue to go from strength to strength with a new club record of over 300
players registered for the 2019—-2020 season and several age groups featuring up to four
squads. That said, we are still welcoming new players of all abilities so if you'd like to
see what makes this friendly club so popular check out our Facebook page or website:
www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk.

Much like for the professionals of the Premiership, the start of the new season brought
with it some stylish new kits for our players. Many thanks to all our sponsors who helped
make this possible. An important feature of the Cougars calendar at this time of year is
Remembrance Day and our younger age groups will again be taking part in the parade to
the War Memorial.

Parents who are looking for ways to keep their
youngsters entertained during the forthcoming
half term may be interested in our inclusive
Football Fun sessions on October 30" and 31%
(see below). There is also an opportunity to
help our Under 6 group with a fun Race Night at
The Bury on Saturday 30" November (right).
Tickets cost £5 from Sue Morris on 07511
867392, or email suemorris8@sky.com. Do
come along, especially if you're feeling lucky!

As always, a huge ‘Thank You’ to the Cougars’
committee which is made up of volunteers who
help to keep the show on the road and enable
so many local youngsters to enjoy their football.
If you fancy getting involved, there are plenty of
ways in which you can help so please get in
touch.

Good luck to all our players, coaches, parents
and other helpers for the season ahead. It

promises to be another successful and fun- For further information and
packed one for everyonel please contact Sue Morris on 07511
Adrian Parker RESUCES &K com

Buntingford Cougars FOOTBALL FUN

The Football Fun sessions, for children aged 4 to 12,
will take place INDOORS at Freman College on:

Wednesday 30" & Thursday 31° October, 9am to 3pm

All details and a booking link are on the Cougars’ website:
www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk

Or you can use the following email address for enquiries:
footballfun@buntingfordcougars.co.uk
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Royston and District Ramblers Group
Walks for November 2019

Sun 3™ Barton Le Clay to Upper Sundon, 11 miles, led by Paul 01763 244038 /
07544 232330

Tues 5" Coton, 6 miles, led by Marion 01223 871524 / 07790 668049
Thurs 7" The Barley Triangle, Circular Walk, 6 miles led by Lesley 07734 111225

Sun 10" Royston, Newsells, Barkway, Reed, 9 miles, led by David 01763 242677 /
07791 198026

Tues 121" Longstowe, 6 miles, led by Peter 07951 362501

I
I
I
I
I
I
Thurs 14" Weston, 3 miles & 6 miles, led by David & Roger 01763 247572 /
01763 281368 / 07716 141758 !
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Sun 17" Weston, 9 miles, led by David 01763 247572
Tues 19" Sewards End, 5.8 miles, led by Alan 01223 840963 / 07933 713840
Thurs 21%* Barkway, 5 miles, led by Jenny 01763 245969 / 07711 565612

Sun 24"  Felixstowe, Fish & Chips and All Day walk, led by Brian 01223 243996 /
07500 546244

Tues 26" Royston to Therfield, 6 miles, led by Peter 01763 260109
Thurs 28" Shepreth, 6 miles, led by Rama 01763 260565 / 07392 526869
Unless otherwise stated, Tues & Thurs are morning walks,
Sunday walks are all day.
www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
Scroll down through ‘Groups in this area’ and click on ‘Royston’ for details.

Cougars’ Winter Training Schedule — to March 2020

Cougars U6s Thursday 6:00-7:00, Freman College (Indoors)

Cougars U7s Tuesday 4:30-6:00, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U8s Thursday 5:30-6:30, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U9s Tuesday 5:00-6:30, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U10s Monday 5:45-6:45, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U11s Monday 6:45-7:45 & 7:45-8:45, Norfolk Rd Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U12s Wednesday 6:00-7:00, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U13s Wednesday 7:00-8:00, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U14s Thursday 6:30-7:30, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U15s Tuesday 7:30-8:30, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
Cougars U18s Thursday 7:30-8:30, Norfolk Road Multi-Use Games Area
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The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the
Buntingford Civic Society, or it can be purchased from:

THE CO-OP - DELISSIMO - McCOLL'’S (The Post Ofice)
MARK DOEL - PIGGOTTS - THE FOX AT ASPENDEN
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