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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

 
11:00am ï 11:45am 
 

 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

 
6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 
8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

10:45am ï 11:30am 
11:45am ï 12:30pm 

3:15pm ï 4:15pm 

 

3:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm ï 7:45pm 
 

7:00pm ï 8:15pm 

 

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall, Baldock Road (term time only). Contact Jen Harris 
on 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class for children who are walking to 
5 years. At Seth Ward Community Centre during term time. Ã2 per child. 
01763 273008 or contact the Buntingford Collective on Facebook. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon  
on 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13ï19 years,  
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Danny Band on 07879 
853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p for 
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate 
Smith MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  

Cheeky Chimps (2 separate sessions) at Seth Ward Community Centre.  
Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

After School Bootcamp at Millfield School, Monks Walk. Contact Jacqui 
01763 273815 / 07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net 

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s & Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit 
Astro Turf. For more info, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Strength & Stretch at Layston School. 20mins strength / 20mins stretching. 
Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Philippa 01763 271010. 

D   E  ï N  2015 
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7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 8:30pm ï 9:30pm  

 WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
10:00am ï 11:00am 

10:30am 

 
 
3:15pm ï 4:15pm 

 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

6:45pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00 
  
  

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
   

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 
 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Story Sacks at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per child 01763 273008. 

BALFF 10-week Autumn course started 23rd September, óThe World of the 
Documentary Filmô, at the Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Coffee served 
from 10am. Contact Julia Peacock on 01763 272584. 

After School Bootcamp at Layston School, The Causeway. Contact Jacqui 
01763 273815 / 07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cardio Blast at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 
647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Body Circuit classes at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Beginners Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al  
on 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 
 

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only 
01763 273008. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
  

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
 

W '  O   
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4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

 
5:30pm ï 10:00pm 

7.30pm  

8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

 
8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am & 11:00am 
 

 
10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am ï 12:00 
  

  
3.30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  
6:30pm ï 7:30pm 

 
SATURDAYS 

8:30am ï 2:45pm  
  
  

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï 11:30am 
  

  
10:30am ï 11:30am 
  

 
11:am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 
 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm  
 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Cougars U7s & U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  
 

Buntingford Swimming Club, Freman Pool. Adelaide Boon  07710 550050. 
 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Liz James on 
01763 274010. 
 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 
 

WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward. Ã1 first child, 50p for additional 
children to include tea & coffee. Contact Bramble Hill 01763 273008. 
 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate Smith 
MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit  www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 
  

All Abilities MultiSports at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 
  

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
  

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 
 

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College and  
URC Hall, Buntingford. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
  

3rd Sat in the month, Dadôs/Male Carers Group at the Scout Hut, Bowling 
Green Lane, Buntingford. Ã1 per child. 01763 273008. 
  

Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

1st Sat in the month, BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. Crafts, Food, Art & 
Gifts. Refreshments. Charity Raffle. Free squash & lollypop for children!  
 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 

D   E  ï N  2015 
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Sat 31st Oct 
 
 

Ň̖̝̙̔̉̌ 

Sun 1st 
 

Sun 1st 
 

 
 
Tues 3rd 
 

Wed 4th 
 

 
Wed 4th 
 

Sat 7th  
 

Sat 7th  
 

Sat 7th  
 

Sun 8th  
 

 
Wed 11th  
 

 
13th & 14th  
 

Sat 14th  
 

Sat 14th  
 

Sun 15th  
 

Tues 17th  
 

Wed 18th  
 

Thurs 19th 
 

Fri 20
th
 

 

 
Fri 20th 
 

 
Sat 21st  
 

 
Sat 21st  
 

 
Fri 27th 
 

 
Fri 27th &  
Sat 28th  
 

Sat 28th  
 

Sun 29th 
 

 
 

 

6ï9pm Witches Haunt for trick or treaters at Baldock Road (near 
Greenways). Raising money for Herts Air Ambulance (see page 10).     
 

7pm Firework Display at The Bury, doors open 5pm (see page 47). 
 

10amï4pm Antiques & Vintage Fair at Barkway Village Hall, SG8 8BS. 
Entry Ã1. Homemade cakes & refreshments. Rosei Frost 07720 647696 
email info@flapperfortunes.co.uk,  www.flapperfortunes.co.uk/fairs.  

 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

10amï4pm FREE Come and Try Sports Event for the Over 50s at 
Wodson Park, Ware (see page 18). 

 

7:45 for 8pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club at URC Hall (see page 47). 

 

11amï2pm BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. 
 

2ï4pm Open Day at Reed First School (see page 34). 
 

6pm Bonfire Night on Reed Village Green (see page 12) 
 

11am Remembrance Sunday Service at Buntingford War Memorial; 
parade starts 10:30am (see page 15). 

 

11am Royal British Legion Service of Remembrance at Buntingford  
War Memorial. All welcome (see page 15). 

 

9amï5pm Book Sale at St Maryôs Church in Reed (see page 12). 
 

10amï1pm Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 12). 
 

7:30pm Autumn Quiz in Reed Village Hall (see page 12).  
 

2:45ï5pm Autumn Apple Teas in Braughing (see page 12). 
 

8pm Library Task Force Meeting at the White House (see page 17).  
 

12noonï1:30pm BALA Lunch Break at Benson Hall (see page 44). 
 

7:30 for 7:45pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 45).  
 

7ï11pm Tapas Evening with Live Music at Buntingford Coffee Shop.  
For info & tickets (Ã20pp) contact the coffee shop on 01763 273940. 
 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society meet at The Crown. 
óA Mixed Bagô with Stephen Ruff. 

 

10:30amï5pm Royston & District Model Railway Club 2015 Exhibition 
at Bassingbourn Village College (see page 29). 

 

7:30pm Royston Choral Society ï óBrahms, A German Requiemô at 
Royston Parish Church (see page 13). 

 

5:50pm Lights of Love Ceremony at the Manor House, followed by 
Buntingford Late Night Shopping Evening (see pages 17 & 33). 

 

7:30 for 8pm Braughing Drama Group ï óSketches and Songsô at 
Braughing Parish Church (see page 26). 

 

2ï4pm Christmas Fair at Layston First School (see page 39). 
 

From 3:30pm Stories with Santa at Buntingford Coffee Shop. For 3-8  
year olds, Ã4 per child. Contact the coffee shop on 01763 273940. 

D   Y  D 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Police surgeries: 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
 In emergencies dial 999 
2ï4pm on Saturdays at Buntingford Police Station 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon & Thurs 09:00 ï 18:00 
  Tues & Fri 14:00 ï 18:00 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
 Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
 Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri  
      08:00ï20:00, Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 
Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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Many thanks to Debbie Lemay for proofreading  

So the first residents are already moving in at Knights Walk, the Taylor-Wimpey 
development off Hare Street Road. I would like to say ówelcome to Buntingfordô to them 
and to all the other new residents who have and will be joining us over the coming years. 
Iôm sure Buntingford has a big enough spirit not to change too much as it grows. There 
are issues with the townôs infrastructure, however. To take just one example, many 
residents have been experiencing flooding at times when there really is no reason for it. 
In his regular article this month, Jeff Jones reports on what he is doing to raise the 
problem at District Council level and hopefully get some action. 

Remembrance Sunday is with us once more and you will find details of coming services 
of remembrance on page 15. In October the Royal British Legion Buntingford Branch 
organised a well-attended coach trip to the National Memorial Arboretum and we have a 
photo from the event, once again courtesy of Jeff Jones, on page 20. 

The Local Interview this month is with Buntingford stalwarts Pat & Robin Webb, who 
have lived at Pigs Nose for more than half a century. Sadly Chris Kell, who writes the 
local interviews, has decided to give up after Christmas so this is her penultimate article.  
I will miss her contribution greatly and if anyone out there feels they would like to take  
the task on, or contribute in any other way to the Journal, please get in touch. 

Buntingford Town footballers seem to have found their feet in the Herts Premier Division, 
turning a hesitant start to the season into an unbeaten run of five games, and the Clubôs 
other teams are doing pretty well, too. Chris Thurgill gives us the full story on page 46. 

The campaign to save the library has moved into a new phase with the HCC inviting 
Buntingford to provide an alternative business plan for keeping the library on the High 
Street. This month there is a meeting to get this rolling ï see page 17 to find out more. 

November in Buntingford starts and ends with two seasonal events: the annual Firework 
Display on Sunday 1st and the Lights of Love and Late Night Shopping on Friday 27th ï  
reminding us that Christmas is just around the corner!  Finally, the cover picture is of 
some of my favourite trees in Buntingford, which stand on the border between the Hare 
Street Road playing fields and the wildlife area. Can anyone tell me what they are? 

 Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the December/January 

Journal is Saturday 14
th
 November 2015 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

I would like, through the pages of the Journal, to thank all the people who came to 
Freman College on 10

th 
October to see and dance to the world famous OVERTURES.  

As you know, this event is a fundraising event for the Buntingford Carnival, which will 
next be held on Saturday 18th June next year. The carnival takes a long time to organise 
and costs a fair bit of money to put on, so this fundraiser is vital to cover the loss we incur 
on carnival day. 

My thanks also go to all the businesses that supported our raffle. The carnival is held in 
Buntingford High street to support the High Street businesses and to promote the High 
Street. It is nice that the High Street businesses support us as well. 

Ashley Cantor, Chairman Buntingford Carnival Committee 
49 Fairfield, Buntingford 

Dear Christine 

I promised to provide the basis for the Phoenix Project in last monthôs Journal. The 
Phoenix Project is about re-designing Buntingfordôs streets, junctions and associated 
areas to meet the needs of the 21st century.  

After three visits and an investigation by Ben Hamilton-Baillie during 2014, the Phoenix 
Project was established. Ben is an internationally acclaimed street designer based in 
Bristol and has redesigned many street scenes across Britain, and elsewhere.  

His professional contacts and experience are second to none and he recommended a 
company with whom he works closely named Phil Jones Associates of Birmingham. 
Annabel Keaghan and Phil Jones of PJA were engaged in early 2015 to provide the 
Town Council with a set of designs and to make a presentation of their first draft to the 
Annual Town meeting in April 2015, which they did, very successfully. This has been 
followed up with the publication of an illustrated summary booklet of their proposals, sent 
to all residents along with public open days at the Manor House in June.    

Peoplesô objections and concerns have been considered and the plans altered to 
accommodate the problems raised. Many new ideas have been generated from this 
exercise and many modifications are currently being made based on them. PJA and  
BH-B are being kept informed and the Town Council is expecting to be provided with 
valuable insights and modified plans from them in the next few months. Although Shared 
Space is an important associated concept, the Phoenix Project Group will only 
recommend a plan which will work for Buntingford. 

So the Phoenix Project Group thanks all of you who responded very much for your 
observations and your thoughts. These have been and will continue to be considered 
very carefully before any improvements are sought and implemented: improvements 
which are becoming more and more essential by the day. 

Our priorities now are the High Street, Market Hill, Station Road, London Road and the 
associated junctions and entrance gateways along this old A10 section through the town. 

The views expressed in the letters and articles in the Buntingford  

Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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The complete Project is to produce a plan which is fully costed and implementable. The 
County Councilôs Highways Department and its Engineers, Opus Arup, are being kept 
informed and are very interested in this innovative project. We will work with them and 
independently to seek sources of funding which will have minimum impact on local 
Council Tax. 

The Phoenix Project Group is a small group consisting of three Councillors ï myself,  
John Noades and Debbie Lemay ï and the Town Clerk, Jill Jones, with the help of two 
informed members of the public, Toby Archer and Clyde Millard. Other people will be 
invited to join us from time to time, but we need to keep it small and active! Kind regards, 

Jonathan Ling, Chair, Buntingford Phoenix Project Group 
Buntingford Town Council 

Dear Editor 

I have been meaning to write in to acknowledge Brian and Paul Eveleigh and to say 
many, many thanks to them both. They have been voluntarily cutting the grass at 
Aspenden Church graveyard for some 15 years. Brian cut it for the first 10 years or so, 
until it became too difficult for him, and his son Paul has continued to cut it since then.  
I donót visit there very often these days, but on the odd occasion that I do, it always looks 
ódapperô! Thanks again! 

Marion Scarrott 

Buntingford Scout Group, a member of Ware and District, is a very 
active and highly popular group within Buntingford and surrounding areas.  
We are currently looking for volunteers for the following positions:  

¶ New Leaders to cover various groups ï Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. 

¶ A Secretary to take minutes and deal with a small amount of general 
correspondence. 

¶ A reliable person to deal with the lettings of the Scout Hut. 
These jobs could be shared between various volunteers and you are never 
left entirely alone. If you are interested in joining this enthusiastic group of 
people who bring so much to our young children, please contact:  

Kay Hamilton-Crook on 07984 439404 
Without your help, groups like these will have to close 
and it is future generations who will suffer, so if you feel 
you are able to help, please get in touch. 

Buntingford Dramatic Society  

would like to thank the shops, local businesses and everyone who  

supported our production of Boeing Boeing!  Special thanks go to  

The Journal, The Cellar, The Co-op and Flutterbyes. 

Keep your eyes peeled for adverts for our next production ï The PANTO!!  
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Buntingford  

Civic Society 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Itôs sad to think that our Summer is well and truly over and we are deep into Autumn, 
with Christmas just around the corner. The Lights of Love Ceremony and Late Night 
Christmas shopping is fast approaching and will be on the evening of 27th November. 

Another date for your diary: Sunday 8th November, Remembrance Sunday. The parade 
leaves the Red House at 10.30am, with a 2-minute silence at 11.00am at the War 
Memorial. There will also be a short service outside St Peterôs Church and wreath laying. 

New residents have already moved into the first houses on the Taylor Wimpey 
development in Hare Street Road, Knights Walk. I was wondering if the new residents ï  
or existing town residents for that matter ï are aware of the significance of the road 
names on the development: they are named after residents of Buntingford who gave 
their lives for their country in the First World War. The roads on the Fairview 
development on the old Sainsburyôs Depot site south of the town will also be named 
after others who died. This is one way of keeping their memories alive, lest we forget.  
All of these names and others are on the Town War Memorial, by St Peterôs Church.  

The Civic Society would like to extend a warm welcome the new residents and hope you 
will be happy in Buntingford and that you join in with the activities the town has to offer. 

Whilst construction works are moving on apace on these two developments and on 
Wheatley Homes Area 1 behind Snells Mead, we still await the decision by the Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local Government on Wheatley Areas 2 & 3, due 
sometime in November. The decision on the Aspenden Road East development has 
again been delayed and is now expected in February 2016.  

We have been advised that the Buntingford North site has been purchased by Redrow 
Construction and that work will start on that site imminently. The McCarthy & Stone 
website is advertising ñResidential Livingò Apartments in Buntingford on the same site, 
subject to Planning Permission; more about that in the coming weeks. 

I was talking to the landlord of one of our local pubs the other day and he related a 
rather strange story to me. A couple of weeks ago a duck walked into his pub and 
ordered a sandwich and a beer. He was so amazed that the duck could talk he just 
served the duck with his sandwich and beer as he couldnôt think of anything to say. Over 
the coming days he gradually got into longer conversations with the duck and found out 
that it was working on a local building site. This period of time coincided with the arrival 
of the annual circus in town and when speaking to the circus boss about the duck it was 
suggested that the duck contact the circus boss to discuss a highly paid position in the 
circus. The next day the duck came in and ordered his usual sandwich and beer and the 
landlord started to tell him about the circus and the opportunity to get himself a better 
job. Do you mean the group on the field up the road with all the animals?, asked the 
duck é Yes, replied the landlord. The group with all of the trucks? é Yes. Do they own 
that big coloured tent? éYes. The one with the hole in the top? é Yes. Well what  
do they want a plasterer for?, said the duck. 

Graham Waite 
Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society  
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Bonfire Night on Reed Village Green 
Saturday 7th November at 6pm 

Pavilion bar open. Hot dogs and burgers on sale. 

No charge but a collection will be taken before the fireworks! 
 

Autumn Quiz in Reed Village Hall 
Saturday 14th November at 7.30pm 

Fish or chicken and chips Ã11. Bar and raffle. Please ring Di on 
01763 848481 to book your preference for supper (essential) 

 

All proceeds for the roof fund 

Friends of Orchard Surgery 

COFFEE MORNING at Benson Hall 

Saturday 14th November, 10am to 1pm 

Crafts / Cake / Tombola / Cards 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY'S, BRAUGHING 

Autumn Apple Teas  

 Sunday 15
th
 November, 2.45ï5pm  

In St Maryôs Church Hall, Braughing 

This is your chance to buy this yearôs Braughing Apple Juice 

& Braughing Christmas Cards. Plus we have some village 

craft stalls & Cliveôs famous onion marmalade. 

Please put the date in your diary and arrange to meet friends for tea & cake. 

Proceeds to St Maryôs Church Braughing Restoration Fund 

Book Sale in Reed 
St Maryôs Church, Church Lane, Reed will be holding its annual book sale on 

Friday 13
th
 and Saturday 14

th
 November from 9amï5pm on both days. 

Entry is free, come and browse the books new and second-hand, fiction and 

non-fiction, paperbacks and hardbacks to suit all tastes. Tea and coffee will 

also be available.  Proceeds will go to church funds. 
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BISHOP SETH WARD ALMSHOUSE TRUST 
A vacancy has arisen within the Almshouse Trust premises in High Street, 
Buntingford, which comprises a flat which has recently been updated and 
offers comfortable accommodation for an eligible person of retirement age 
who is mobile, independent, and able to take care of themselves. Details of 
the óWeekly Maintenance Contributionô, being a monthly sum due towards 
gas, electricity, water and the installation of a Piper alarm system, will be 
given at the time an application is made.  

To receive an application form please email  pam.hibberd@btinternet.com 

Or write to: Bishop Seth Ward Almshouse Trust 
 c/o 44 Vicarage Road, Buntingford  SG9 9BB 

Royston Choral Society  brings  

Brahms ôA German Requiemõ  
to Royston Parish Church 

Saturday 21st November 7.30pm  
Be surprised by Royston Choral Society, like the regular audience member delighted  
to find ósuch culture close to homeô! Under the Societyôs new BBC award-winning 
conductor, Andrew OôBrien, the Autumn Concert features Brahmsô hauntingly beautiful  
óA German Requiemô. Rather than use the conventional Roman Catholic Latin text, 
Brahms set out to compose a requiem in German. 
With the emphasis on comforting the living, he 
selected texts from the German Lutheran Bible. 
Commenting on his choice for his first work with 
RCS, Andrew OôBrien writes: "The setting of the 
words is simply sublime and the choral writing is 
particularly stunning. There are moments where the 
listener is transported to another world. I adore this 
work and it is a piece I know the choir has never 
performed in its 40 history."  

RCS will perform the rarely heard version for two 
pianos which was meticulously fashioned by the 
composer for performance in London in July 1871. 
The choir will be supported by two outstanding 
soloists from London ï  soprano Eli Rolfe Johnson 
and baritone Laurence Williams ï as well as 
choristers from Heath Mount School, the BBC 
Choir of the year 2012!  

Tickets Ã12 (Concessions Ã9, School students Ã1)  
available from choir members, Royston Library, or at the door.  

For further information about the choir see www.roystonchoralsoc.org.uk  

Or email Heather Howard (Chair) at heather@lemonyellow.org 

*ÏÈÁÎÎÅÓ "ÒÁÈÍÓ ɉΧήΩΩ-ίέɊ 

http://www.roystonchoralsoc.org.uk/
mailto:heather@lemonyellow.org
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days at 10am and 8pm; Weekdays at 9:30pm 
Saturdays at 10am 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30 to 11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minister: Rev Duncan Goldie Secretary:  Peter Godbert 
The Manse, Meeting Lane,   buntingford.urc@virginmedia.com 
Melbourn, Cambs SG8 6AN    Tel: 01763 281359 
Tel: 01763 260747 

Services and Junior Church at 11:00am every Sunday  
November 1 Morning Worship Mr Keith Cakebread 
 8 Remembrance Service at St Peterôs  
 15 Morning Worship Rev Derek Newton 
 22 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 
 29 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 

December 6 Morning Worship TBA 
 

Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

 REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time, for young people and children. 

Bible Study meeting ï Second Wednesday of each month in the Hall. Lunch 
from 12:30pm (bring your own food, tea & coffee provided), followed by Bible Study 
at 1pm finishing prompt at 2pm. We will be discussing events in a newspaper and 
how they relate to the Bible. All are welcome. 

Bright Hour ï Next meetings are on Tuesdays 10th and 24th November at 2:30pm 

in the Church Hall. A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10:30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2:00pm. 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden  

St .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  
Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of  worship across the three churches: St. Peterôs  
in Buntingford has a more contemporary style; St. Maryôs in Aspenden has a more 
traditional style; St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for November 2015 
Sun 1st  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship  

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service with Baptism 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 8th 9:15am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Act of Remembrance  

REMEMBRANCE     followed by Sung Eucharist 

SUNDAY 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship followed

      by Act of Remembrance 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Act of Remembrance and  

      United Service at St Peterôs 
 

Sun 15th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 22nd 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 
 

Sun 29th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
There will be a SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE  

at Buntingford War Memorial on Wednesday 

11
th
 November at the 11

th
 Hour 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY ï 8th November  
The Remembrance Parade will set out from the Red House at 

10.30am and process down the High Street to Buntingford War 

Memorial, where there will be a short Service of Remembrance 

with wreath-laying. At 11.00am there will be a 2-minute silence  

to remember those who gave their lives in war.  
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F  E   A  2015 
Sat 31st Oct ï ELECTRIC GUITAR EVENING, HARDINGS, PANSHANGER 
7:30pm at Hardings Community Centre, Welwyn Garden City AL7 2HA. Electric 
guitar demo, Q&A session. Admission Ã3. Contact Raymond Money 0170 321422.  

Fri 6th Nov ï CHRISTMAS CRAFT CHARITY EVENING 
6-10pm, 2 Uplyme Mews, Balfour Street, Hertford SG14 3BE. Lots of crafts & 
Christmas cards on sale. Ã10 entry, fizz & nibbles included.  

Sat 7th Nov ï HATFIELD HOUSE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARKET 
10:30-4pm in the Riding School. Entry Ã2 , children free. For details:  01707 262632. 

Sat 7th Nov ï JUMBLE SALE AT THUNDRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
2pm. Come and grab a bargain! Entry 20p. 

Tues 10th Nov ï MUSIC AT THE OLD PALACE, HATFIELD HOUSE 
Haileybury Choir and Chamber Orchestra celebrate the music of Mozart. Tickets Ã25 
include a light supper; there will be a pay bar and raffle. See website for tickets. 

Sun 22nd Nov ï AFTERNOON TEA AT BROCKET HALL, AL8 7XG 
Join us for a wonderful afternoon at the prestigious Brocket Hall. Enjoy a reception 
drink and viewing of The Hall, then afternoon tea in The Ballroom. A real treat for 
lovers of history and the elegance of a bygone era. More details and tickets (Ã37.50 
per person) available from Jan Leggetter on 01707 382500. 
 

Fri 27th Nov ï LIGHTS OF LOVE, BUNTINGFORD CEREMONY  
6pm at the Manor House. We would like to invite you to join us in remembering loved 
ones and friends who will not be with us this Christmas. Lights on the trees are 
symbolic in remembering and celebrating the lives of loved ones at this special time 
of year. There will be a short service of remembrance, the singing of carols, and the 
lighting of the tree. You will be able to take home a small star to keep and hang on 
your own Christmas tree. Names will be entered in a Book of Love, which following 
the ceremony will be at the local Isabel Hospice shop. For more information or to 
make a dedication at www.isabelhospice.org.uk or call 01707 382500.  

Mon 30th Nov ï ISABEL CHARITY DINNER, BISHOPS STORTFORD 
7 for 7.30pm at the Lemon Tree Restaurant, Water Lane, CM23 2JZ. A fabulous 
charity event with singer Jessica Webb. Tickets Ã30 per person, to include reception 
drink and dinner. Please email renee_friend@msn.com or call 01279 755320.  

Thurs 17th Dec ï CAROLS IN THE CHAPEL, HAILEYBURY SCHOOL 
Come and sing with us to celebrate the start of the festive period. Live music by The 
Mimram Singers in the beautiful candlelit setting of Haileybury College Chapel, 
Hertford Heath SG13 7NU. Last year this event was a sell out so be sure to get your 
tickets in good time. Tickets Ã15 per person. Refreshments available. 

For details of these and other fundraising events: www.isabelhospice.org.uk  
 

If you would like to know more about the 2016 Vietnam Challenge go to the  
website or ring the trek coordinator Laura Pigott on 01707 382500. 

http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk
mailto:renee_friend@msn.com
http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk
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B  I  T   
Following up our Public Meeting at the Library, we had a 
really productive meeting with the leaders of the HCC 
library team. We delivered our petition ï all 1,192 
signatures: thank you soooo much to everyone who filled 
those in. We find, to our delight, that HCCôs plans for 
ñInspiring Librariesò are pretty much identical to our own. 
The criteria for a Tier 2 Library, to which Buntingfordôs has 
been promoted as a result of our petitions, require a slightly 
bigger floor area and a ñflexible space with power and data 
that meets current and future needs ï for the next 20 
years.ò So the building needs some work, but the goal of a 
Library at the heart of the community, in a ñTown Centre 

locationò with ñhigh public footfall, close to well-used amenities and shopsò, in a building 
that ñprovides some wow factorò ï all that is exactly what weôve been discussing. 

The problem for HCC is that they donôt have any money ï and this was the problem 
when some ambitious ideas for moving the Library to Edwinstree were promoted some 
years ago. The only money available to HCC is in the pot that the government created 
to convert retained Fire Stations into Libraries ï and HCC now understands that this 
idea wonôt work for Buntingford. So ï they are looking to us to come up with a costed, 
viable business plan for our library that incorporates the óWow Factorô and other criteria 
they define for a Tier 2 library. If we do this, Taryn Davies of HCC said: ñWeôd leap at it!ò 

And I am sure we can! We have the developersô S-106 money. We have 1,194 citizens 
who want to keep our library on the High Street ï and to make it better. We have 
incredible skills and talents in our town ï business and accountancy, marketing and 
research, architecture and interior design, retail strategies, youth empowerment 
strategies etc. The High Street Transition group is prepared to give leadership to the 
initiative, but we need to assemble all those talents quickly as HCC will be considering 
their Feasibility Study in November ï and we want to counter it with ourôs.  

So, we will have a first meeting of Task Force volunteers at the White House, 46 High 
Street, on Tuesday 17th November at 8pm. If you have any of the talents mentioned 
above ï or even if you just have enthusiasm for making Buntingford a better place to  
live ï come along on 17th November. And help to make it happen!  

Meanwhile, as Autumn descends over the Rib Valley, Buntingford in Transition High 
Street group met at the beautifully restored home of Kay Hamilton-Crook to consider the 
problem of waste. We watched the óStory of Stuffô (brilliant!) and talked about a waste-
free Christmas and zero-waste parties; improving free-cycling capacity and tool-sharing 
along the High Street; and how to reduce consumption in every aspect of our lives.  
My favourite tip ï NEVER GO SHOPPING!  

Madela launched the first orientation meeting of the Transition London Road group, with 
five families participating. The Transition Streets process is really the best way to meet 
your neighbours and discuss the future of YOUR community. If you want to know more 
ï and the steps you need to take ï donôt hesitate to contact david@peacechild.org or 
madela12@hotmail.com. Every street in Buntingford should be planning its post-
carbon future, especially now that we have globally agreed Sustainable Development 
Goals ï the UNôs masterplan launched last month for achieving everything that the 
Transition movement is about: sustainable energy, health and education for all, the 
elimination of extreme poverty by 2030, gender equality and a ñdecoupling of economic 
growth from environmental degradation, through greatly improved resource efficiencyò.  

David R. Woollcombe 

mailto:david@peacechild.org
mailto:madela12@hotmail.com
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

The consultation period for the draft Buntingford Community Area 
Neighbourhood Plan (BCANP) has now come to an end and the team 
are busy collating the responses. The process will be to decide 

whether or not each comment is valid and if so include it in the plan, or if not valid then 
state a reason why not. Once all of this is done, the plan will be sent to East Herts 
Council for a further six week consultation period followed by an examination. If the 
Inspector finds the plan to be sound, then a Referendum will be held, the result of which 
must be at least 50% in favour of adopting the plan. We hope that once adopted the 
plan will go some way to helping shape future development in the town. Many thanks to 
those of you who took the time to complete the survey. 

The Annual Isabel Hospice Lights of Love Ceremony will be held at The Manor House 
on Friday 27th November commencing at 5.50pm. Everyone is welcome. Along with the 
Town Mayor, I was invited to visit the Isabel Hospice to witness first-hand the excellent 
work that they undertake. We are fortunate to have such a dedicated charity working in 
our area, their prime consideration being the comfort and well-being of the seriously ill 
and their friends and relatives. It was interesting to see how their fund-raising has 
moved with the times: a lot of donated items are now sold electronically, turning over 
approximately Ã8,000 per week in on-line sales alone. 

Christmas Late Night Shopping, organised by the Chamber of Commerce, will also  
be on the 27th November. The group are busy organising the Christmas light display. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk   Twitter: @buntingfordtc 

Town Council meetings for November 2015 

Thurs 5
th
 Nov 

Thurs 12
th 
Nov 

 
Thurs 26

th 
Nov 

 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless otherwise stated. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend. Please check the Town  

Council website for further details.  

Forever Active in East Herts  
Anyone aged 50 plus whoôd like to get off the sofa and come and try 
something new is invited to a FREE one-day Come and Try event  
at Wodson Park in Ware on Wednesday 4th November, 10am-4pm. 
This marks the launch of a three-year sports and leisure programme 
for the over 50s called óForever Active in East Hertsô ï a partnership 



 19 

 

News from Your District Councillor 
Flooding & Drainage Issues 
There has been a lot of discussion lately on flooding, 
surface water drainage and sewerage within our 
community. The feeling in some areas is that new 
housing development is contributing to the problem. My 
view is that the concreting over of green spaces is very 
much a contributing factor, but I believe the main issue 
is lack of capacity in our current surface water drainage 
system. This is particularly apparent during extreme 
weather, creating flash flooding. The problem has been 
made worse over the years by the many front gardens 
that have been changed to hard standing to create off-
road parking. The cumulative effect of this must have 
reduced natural surface water drainage through the soil. 

I have been approached by concerned residents in 
various areas of Buntingford that have suffered flooding. 
Whilst this is not directly an East Herts Council 
responsibility, I have contacted the relevant authorities and the issues have been 
raised. My concern is that our drainage and sewerage system cannot cope as it is, 
especially during extreme weather, because of the lack of capacity issue. This will only 
get worse with the many housing developments planned for our area. 

I am currently pushing for a technical study to be commissioned by our Planning Policy 
Team to look at Buntingfordôs drainage and sewerage capacity in relation to the various 
development options, and what mitigation measures would be required to resolve the 
issues. This technical study could be used by the planning department and developers 
when considering housing applications. It would also form a policy that can be used as 
evidence in our emerging Neighbourhood Plan. A technical study has already been 
produced for highways and transport, and a similar independent study on water and 
sewerage would go a long way to reassuring the community that the system can cope, 
or not as the case may be, with the extra housing and the demands that these will 
make on the network. If a lack of capacity is identified, then mitigation measures will be 

of many community organisations which are joining together to run classes and events 
across the district. To fund the project the council successfully bid for Ã185,921 from 
Sport England towards a total project cost of Ã383,177. The remainder is coming from 
the Forever Active partners. You donôt need to be sporty or athletic to come along to the 
Come and Try day. Whether youôd like to have a go at traditional sports such as bowls 
or table tennis, or something less well-known such as walking football, the event at 
Wodson Park will have it all. Badminton, Fitsteps, Exercise to Music, Yoga and Pilates 
will all be on offer. Eric Buckmaster, executive member for health and wellbeing, said: 
ñWeôre planning a fun, friendly and active afternoon. Whatever you fancy trying, if youôre 
over 50 weôll have something for you. Just put on some comfortable clothes and come 
along and have a go. It could be the first step to a new you.ò 

The Come and Try event is open to anyone aged 50 plus from across East Herts. 
Professional coaches will be on hand to make sure youôre doing things right. With free 
parking and a subsidised lunch in the leisure centre caf® for those who want it, whatôs 
not to like? You can drop in for just part of the day or stay for the whole event. To find 
out more or to reserve your place call East Herts Council on 01279 655261 and ask for 
the engagement and partnerships team, or email forever.active50@eastherts.gov.uk 

mailto:forever.active50@eastherts.gov.uk
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proposed that developers, Thames Water and HCC will need to address. My proposal 
already has the support of the District Councilôs flood engineer, who shares the same 
concerns. Our MP Sir Oliver Heald and our County Councillor Rose Cheswright are also 
in support of the proposal. No further development should be permitted until the study 
has been completed and the necessary mitigation measures addressed. 

National Memorial Arboretum 
I joined the Buntingford British Legion on 17

th
 October on a visit to the National 

Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire. A group of +30 of us were blessed with good 
weather for the visit. Town Mayor John Noades and Peter Branagan of the British 
Legion laid a wreath at the Armed Forces Memorial (photo above). 

Xmas Lunch for the Over 60s ï Keep The Date ï 19
th
 December 

I am organising a Xmas Lunch with entertainment for the Over 60s in Buntingford and 
surrounding villages. This free-to-attend event will be in Seth Ward Community Centre, 
1-4pm on Saturday 19th December. A traditional Xmas lunch with wine, entertainment 
and a raffle will ensure an enjoyable afternoon. I am particularly keen to invite senior 
members of our community who may feel lonely or isolated, and would not normally 
attend such an event. If you know of a neighbour, relative or friend who would benefit 
from attending, please send me their name and contact details and I will send a 
personal invite. We will be seeking volunteers to help out on the day and provide 
transport for those that need it. Numbers are limited so please contact me with your 
details as soon as possible to be included, or let Jill at the Town Council offices know.  

Cllr Jeff Jones, 01763 274800, Jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk 

mailto:Jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk
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BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 

C.I.U affiliated ð 6 Church Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AS 

Tel 01763 271889    www.lemonrock.com 

Every Monday BIG CASH BINGO. Guaranteed Ã150 
minimum snowball prize. ALL WELCOME. Start 8pm.  

ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN (TIMES PERMITTING). 

AND DONõT FORGET WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD! 

WE ALSO HAVE HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY 3.00 TO 7.00pm and 
HAPPY DAYS on FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 

CLUB SPECIAL!!!  JOIN NOW AT A COST OF Ã15 (membership 
plus door card fee) and donõt pay the membership yearly fee of 
Ã12 again until Jan 2017!! 

FORTHCOMING EVENT: 

SATURDAY SPECIAL:  21st NOVEMBER  

DEJA VU -  TALENTED TRIBUTE ACT THROUGH THE YEARS 
 (NO CHILDREN UNDER 9 YEARS) 

ENTERTAINMENT FOR NOVEMBER 

7th Nov ñ THE PLOUGHMEN 
14th Nov ñ No entertainment. FREE jukebox, pool, snooker. 
21st Nov ñ SATURDAY SPECIAL (see above) 

28th Nov ñ NOT TONIGHT JOSEPHINE 

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS Ã1 or Ã4 on Special Night 
(No prams or pushchairs on an entertainment nights) 

Donõt forget to check out our Facebook page and website: 

www.lemonrock.com 

FRIDAY 13th NOVEMBER 7.30pm 

GREYHOUND RACING ON THE  
BIG SCREEN  

Plus: Tombola, Raffle  

Name the Bear,  

Come and help us 
raise lots of money 
for CHILDREN  
IN NEED 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZK2nSwjO6dwj9M&tbnid=J9Lf1tLxJygM3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children_in_Need&ei=Vh1dUvC0DsrD0QWs04HIAg&bvm=bv.53899372,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFaFYSSChuK9kK
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The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the  
Civic Society or it can be purchased from: 

A CUT ABOVE  ·  BASRAôS SUPERMARKET  ·  THE CO-OP  
DELISSIMO  ·  MARK DOEL ·  PIGGOTTS   

THE FOX AT ASPENDEN  

Some fund-raising 
highlights for our local  
air ambulance in 2015 

Barkway Park Golf Clubôs charity golf day delivered a ôHole-in-Oneô for the HAA in 
September by raising an amazing Ã12,500 to help keep the air ambulance flying. The 
event was the clubôs sixth golf day in support of the Charity and increased the total sum 
raised since 2010 to around Ã66,000. Cristina Barone, Fundraising Coordinator for  
the HAA, said: ñThe members, staff and supporters at Barkway Park Golf Club have 
raised an incredible amount of money for Herts Air Ambulance over the years. This is a 
remarkable achievement and something that they should be extremely proud of.ò 

Meanwhile, Cristina Ghelfi from Dassels has raised more than Ã3,500 for the HAA by 
completing two overseas treks: the first along the Great Wall of China and this summer 
by tackling the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu in Peru. Cristina, now 52, took the plunge two 
years ago when she decided along with an old school friend to mark her 50th birthday by 
challenging herself to do something amazing. As she puts it: ñWe had not been the 
sportiest girls in class and over the years our idea of exertion had been swimming to  

the pool bar and back on a 
luxury beach holiday! So, 
much to the amusement of our 
teenage children, and the 
scepticism of our husbands é 
we decided to take on the 
challenge of a 5 day trek ...  
Itôs amazing what you can  
do with effort and sheer 
determination. The fact that 
you are raising money for your 
favourite charity gives you a 
greater sense of responsibility 
to achieve your goal, not just 
on a personal level but also 
because you are making a 
difference to a great cause.ò 

Every year, Herts Air Ambulance takes a group of fit fundraisers on an overseas trek to 
experience the challenge of a life-time while raising essential funds for the life-saving 
charity. This November, 29 trekkers from Essex and Hertfordshire will be embarking on 
a trip to Cambodia, and the Fundraising Team will soon be looking for supporters to 
embark on the Charityôs challenge in 2016 ï this time a bit closer to home, but still a 
significant challenge. If this is something you might be interested it, or for news of their 
other fundraising events, go to the Charityôs Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
hertsairambulance or visit their website: HertsAirAmbulance.uk.com.  

Cristina on the Inca trail, with Machu Picchu in sight. 

http://www.facebook.com/hertsairambulance
http://www.facebook.com/hertsairambulance
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Break a leg é 
 

Well Buntingford Amdram have done 
it again, 

Though the new plot was mostly 
insane 

With one love-struck fool, 
And Casanova not cool, 
But what a laugh, I could watch it 
again 

 

The performance was one of the best 
And stage fright was put to the test 
With us rolling in aisles 
(People came from miles) 
Twas super, and I do not jest 
 

How do they remember their parts? 
Perhaps itôs engraved on their 
hearts? 

They all love it so, 
Their spare time they know 
Must be spent on perfecting their art 
 

They put on a very good show 
(Theyôre recruiting all ages you know) 
Will the next be such fun? 
Will it please everyone? 
But of course! Why donôt you have  
a go? 

Sandra 
 

I donôt believe it! é 
 

Two birds down the garden 
I thought that they were storks 
Perhaps delivering babies 
To someone on Monks Walk 
 

Look closer é they are herons 
My goodness that is rare 
Theyôre fishing in garden ponds 
And do not have a care. 
 

I rush to find my camera 
To take a pic or two 
But Iôm too late theyôve flown away 
And I cannot prove itôs true 
 

(But it is, Oct 3
rd
 2015) 

Sandra 

Keep your chin up and 
abreast of things! 

 

When we women reach a certain 
age, 

We embrace it with a certain rage  
And so to creams and serums we 
turn 

Forking out cash like we've money to 
burn. 

Ironing out wrinkles with toxic 
smelling seaweed, 

Lifting eyelids and brows with cow-
dung microbeads. 

See to your chin using marshmallow 
plaster ... 

Don't leave on too long though, ócos 
oh! what a disaster! 

Now that you chin is back in it's 
place, 

On top of your neck, just under your 
face, 

We can concentrate on the place of 
the breast, 

Above your waist is the place that is 
best! 

Let's try duck droppings mixed with 
polyboob cream ... 

Massage with vigour ... and voila!  
it's a dream! 

Suddenly perky for at least half a 
day, 

Don't you believe they will stay that 
way? 

There's now't we can do to stop old 
Father Time. 

Just wear a huge smile and you'll 
look in your prime! 

Of course, I do know we don't all feel 
this way ... 

Everyone SMILE ... or saggy you'll 
stay!!! 

Teresa Bonner 

Poetry Page 
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 The Local Interview:  

Pat & Robin Webb 

Pigs Nose on the river Rib is an 
instantly recognisable address in 
Buntingford. Not only is it a thatched 
house with a glorious garden, but it has 
the most eye-catching hedge ï  
a dense yew with six topiary rabbits 
sitting along the top. This is the home 
of Pat and Robin Webb, who have 
owned the property since February 
1964. It was impossible to do this 
interview without first asking them 
about their house. 

Part of Pigs Nose dates back to the second 
half of the 16th century, and it is Grade II listed. 
The house has been extensively renovated by 
Pat and Robin, who bought it 51 years ago for 
Ã3,500. ñWhen we looked inside, I was 
absolutely appalledò, says Pat, ña series of five 
rooms clad in dark oak panelling, with low 
ceilings and few windows.ò They had great 
difficulty getting a mortgage. A mortgage in the 
1960s was based solely on the husbandôs 
income, even if the wife worked, and the 
amount offered by the banks was just two-and-
a-half times the manôs basic salary. ñNone of 
the building societies would even look at an old 
property like this,ò says Robin. They were 
eventually offered a mortgage by Braughing 
Rural District Council, who took the view that 
this ensured the continued availability of a 
housing unit in their area. Although at that time 
many people were buying houses for doing up 
and selling on, the Webbs had every intention 
of putting down their roots at Pigs Nose. 

Work on the house proceeded slowly due to lack of money. While Pat developed the 
garden, Robin stripped the house to enable treatment for woodworm, taking down walls 
and ceilings with the help of local children. It was quite usual for children to offer to do 
jobs for their neighbours as a way of earning pocket-money and one of those children 
was Jeff Pigg, who now owns Mark Doelôs butchers in the High Street. He recollects that 
he was about 13 when he started working in the house and garden, rewarded as much 
by making model aeroplanes with Robin as earning money. (Jeff tells me he had a 
number of jobs at that age, including a paper-round, and says he earned more during his 
school years than when he first left and got a proper job!) 

Everything changed for the Webb household on Monday 16th September 1968. After a 
weekend of relentless rain, the river overflowed its banks and flooded Pigs Nose right up 
to the window sills. ñI was cooking breakfastò, says Pat. ñI think it was bacon and 
tomatoes. The children, then aged 3 and 2, were upstairs and Robin was getting ready 
for work. I looked out and the river was quite high, and looked out again 15 minutes later 

0ÁÔ Ǫ 2ÏÂÉÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ 'ÏÌÄÅÎ 7ÅÄÄÉÎÇ 
ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅ ΨΦΧΦȢ 

! ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ-ÐÏÓÔÃÁÒÄ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ï  ÅÖÅÎ ÏÎ Á ÃÌÏÕÄÙ ÄÁÙȢ 
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and it was a lot higher. We shifted 
what furniture we could upstairs and 
the rest went into the garage, by 
which time we were paddling in our 
wellies. We passed the children 
through an upstairs window to Jeff 
Piggôs mother, Ivy, and she looked 
after them for the day.ò (Ivy, who lived 
in Riverside, has sadly just died.) 

The silver lining to this story is that 
their house insurance paid out, so the 
Webbs were able to employ builders 
to continue the work that they had 
started. It meant living in a caravan in 
the garden for three years until half 
the house became habitable, and it 
was a further 10 years before the whole project was completed. Not surprising that Patôs 
outlook on life is: ñTake the opportunities as they come; nothing bad lasts forever.ò  

The story of the topiary rabbits is a poignant one. Robin recounts: ñWhen the children 
were small, we had a big white rabbit called Twitcher ï a New Zealand White. He wasnôt 
just a rabbit, he was one of the family. He would play football with you ï heôd push the 
ball with his nose and youôd kick it away, and then heôd race after it and bring it back. He 
was seven when he died. Iôd always wanted to do some topiary so when the yew hedge 
had grown up I shaped the rabbits and theyôve been there ever since. No wire, all free 
hand.ò  Twitcher is buried in the garden, along with four dogs, a guinea pig and a cat.   

Pat and Robin met when they both worked at de Havilland in Hatfield. Once their 
children, Robin and Anna, were born, Pat took up part-time work in Buntingford, first for 
a local solicitor who went bankrupt and then an estate agency which folded. She was 
good at science and good with figures, so she went on to work for the NFU keeping their 
books. In the meantime, Robin stayed at de Havilland in the Wind Tunnel Department 
until it was taken over by Hawker Siddeley and then British Aerospace. He ended up as 
head of the Wind Tunnel Department for its last five years until closure in 1992. 

I first met Robin when he was leading a guided 
walk around Buntingford on the Heritage Open 
Day in June. He leads these tours, on request, 
in aid of Cromer Windmill of which he is 
Custodian. He is also a driver for BASH. Pat 
was a reading Mum when her children were at 
Layston School, and has also been a reading 
Grandma. She is President of the Womenôs 
Institute, not for the first time, and has served on 
some of the townôs committees. Like many, they 
are worried about the townôs expansion, 
particularly the use of good farming land for 
housing and the lack of infrastructure to meet 
the needs of a large number of new people.  

But one thing they are agreed on. Although you 
never know whatôs going to happen, ñIn 
everything you do, strive to keep your integrity.ò This has served them both well, and 
their beautiful house seems like a testament to a life well-lived. 

Chris Kell  

4ÈÅ ÌÏÕÎÇÅȾÄÉÎÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍ ÁÔ 0ÉÇÓ .ÏÓÅȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ 
ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÉÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΧίέΩȢ 

0ÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÄÅ ÁÔ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇÆÏÒÄ 
#ÁÒÎÉÖÁÌȟ *ÕÎÅ ΨΦΧΪȢ 
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EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 

Drop-in: Telephone: 

Monday 10:00am ï 4:00pm  08444 111 444 

Tuesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm Monday ï Friday 

Wednesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm 10:00am ï 4:00pm  

New Consumer Rights 
The Consumer Rights Act came into force on 1st October 2015. The law is now clearer 
and easier to understand, meaning that consumers can buy and businesses can sell to 
them with confidence. On the rare occasions when problems arise, disputes can now be 
sorted out more quickly and cheaply. Alternative Dispute Resolution, for example 
through an Ombudsman, offers a quicker and cheaper way of resolving disputes than 
going through the Courts. From 1st October 2015 new consumer rights became law 
covering: 

¶ what should happen when goods are faulty; 

¶ what should happen when digital content is faulty; 

¶ how services should match up to what has been agreed, and what should happen 
when they do not, or when they are not provided with reasonable care and skill; 

¶ unfair terms in a contract; 

¶ what happens when a business is acting in a way which isnôt competitive; 

¶ written notice for routine inspections by public enforcers, such as Trading Standards;  

¶ greater flexibility for public enforcers, such as Trading Standards, to respond to 
breaches of consumer law, such as seeking redress for consumers who have 
suffered harm. 

Most of these changes were important updates to existing laws. But two new areas of 
law were also introduced.  

For the first time rights on digital content have been set out in legislation. The Act gives 
consumers a clear right to the repair or replacement of faulty digital content, such as 
online film and games, music downloads and e-books. There are now also new, clear 
rules for what should happen if a service is not provided with reasonable care and skill 
or as agreed. For example, the business that provided the service must bring it into line 
with what was agreed with the customer or, if this is not practical, must give some 
money back.   

Alternative Dispute Resolution is now available to all businesses to help when a dispute 
with a consumer cannot be settled directly. A business which is involved in a dispute will 
now need to make the consumer aware of a relevant certified Alternative Dispute 
Resolution provider. The business should also let the consumer know whether or not 
they are prepared to use the Alternative Dispute Resolution provider to deal with the 
dispute. However, a business does not have to use Alternative Dispute Resolution 
unless it operates in a sector where existing legislation makes it mandatory (for 
example, financial services). 

Contact the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06 if you need help ï a 
trained adviser can give you advice over the phone. 

É Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date information, please visit their 
Adviceguide website at:  www.adviceguide.org.uk 
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Garden Machinery Serial Numbers 
Over the past weeks we have been 
dealing with burglaries to outbuildings in 
rural areas of East Herts and lately we 
have also had some in the main towns.  
If you have garden machinery, such as a 

chainsaw or strimmer etc., in your shed or outbuilding please write down your serial 
numbers. We locate items of garden machinery regularly, but if we don't have a serial 
number on our crime report it is very hard to return the item to the owner. 

TV Licence scam text message! 
Police have been receiving reports of a fraudulent text message purporting to be from 
TV Licensing on an 0300 number. This requests the person to ring the number and 
upon doing so they are told to provide their bank details as their ñTV licence is 
overdueò and if they do not provide these details theyôll ñsend officers around to their 
homeò. If you are sent one of these messages, do not respond. Legitimate TV 
Licensing will always send a postal/email reminder and never request bank details. 

Amanda Higham & Adam Pemberton  
Police Community Support Officers, Buntingford Police Station 

Podiatry and Chiropody    
at Attend2Health 

Did you know that we offer a full 
Podiatry and Chiropody service without 

the need for a referral from your GP?  Treatments available include nail surgery, 
podiatric biomechanics, computerised gait scanning, orthotics therapy and much more 
along with everyday procedures such as treating corns and verrucas. Gary Webb is a 
qualified HCPC registered podiatrist. He is very experienced in many aspects of 
Podiatry and Chiropody and has a keen interest in Podiatric Biomechanics (postural 
related problems). His treatments are always centred on the individual, taking all the 
aspects of their lifestyle into consideration. Working alongside Gary is his wife Janet, a 
qualified Reflexologist and Reiki practitioner. Janet is a very calm and gentle person 
which reassures and instantly puts all her clients at ease. She is a very experienced 
practitioner who loves the therapeutic effects of her treatments. As a foot health 
practitioner, Janet assists Gary in his daily work. To make an appointment with either 
Gary or Janet please call us on 01763 87 80 87 or call in to the clinic at 58 High Street, 
Buntingford. If you are unsure what treatment you require you can book a free 15-minute 
consultation to discuss your needs. We look forward to hearing from you. 

To celebrate Attend2Healthôs 8
th
 birthday we 

are holding a charity raffle to win an ipad mini 

Tickets are Ã1 each and all  
the money raised will go to 
Mummyôs Star, a local charity 
supporting women with cancer 
whilst they are pregnant and 
beyond. To enter please pop 
into the shop ï 58 High Street, 
Buntingford ï and buy a ticket 
anytime throughout November. The draw will be made on Monday 30th November.   
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Royston & District Model Railway Club ï 2015 Exhibition  

Well itôs that time of year again when the Royston & District Model Railway Club puts on 
its Exhibition and invites the public to come and see a display of around 20 superb 
model railways. This year is our 29th show and our fourth year at Bassingbourn Village 
College, SG8 5NJ. The date is Saturday 21st November 2015, 10.30am to 5pm. 

Specialist traders at the exhibition 
offer new and second-hand models, 
books, DVDs, tools, scenic materials 
and specialist items. There will be 
demonstration stands, with charity 
and preservation groups adding 
further interest. Weather permitting, 
we hope to have the Royston Model 
Engineers back with their ride-on 
trains in the college grounds, for the 
young and young-at-heart to enjoy.  

Entry this year is Ã5 per adult  
with  accompanying children FREE. 
There is plenty of free parking at  
the college and the venue is all on 
one level making access easy for the 
disabled. Refreshments will also be 
available (thanks to our óbetter 
halvesô), making this an economical 
day out for the whole family. Again 
this year we hope to have a óheritageô 
bus providing an hourly service 
between the college and Royston bus 
and train stations. Even if you travel to 
the show by car, why not take a round 
trip? But please remember this 
service is provided by a voluntary 
group, so donations to help keep the 
bus running would be appreciated. 

Full exhibition details are on our 
website ï www.roystondmrc.co.uk. 
We hope to see you at the show. 
Even if youôre not into model railways 
there is plenty to enjoy in the skills 
and quality of workmanship that has 
gone into these models. If youôre 
thinking of starting or re-joining the 
hobby, or just want some advice, 
youôd be very welcome at one of our 
club evenings, held on most Fridays 
between 20:00 and 22:00 at the 
Townhouse in Barley. Please call 
beforehand though ï Barry on 01763 
271031 ï as we sometimes have  
to switch evenings due to other 
Townhouse bookings. 

)ÎÄÏÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÔÒÁÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÆÏÒ  
ÍÏÄÅÌ ÒÁÉÌ×ÁÙ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÅÓȢ 


