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UUUSEFULSEFULSEFUL   LLLOCALOCALOCAL   IIINFORMATIONNFORMATIONNFORMATION   

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:         

10:00am – 4:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

 

Open: Mondays – Fridays 
Saturday & Sunday 

  5:00pm – 8:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries) 
01438 737373 (renewals) 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         
Fridays:    
Saturdays:                    

09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00    
CLOSED ALL DAY 
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00       

14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
 
14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
CLOSED 

POLICE STATION: 
 
Saturday Police surgeries: 
 
 

GAS: 
 

ELECTRICITY: 
 

WATER (Three Valleys): 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY PLANNING: 
 
 

B A S H     (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE, 
HATE or RAPE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS 
ADVICE BUREAU: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE: 

Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222 
Every Saturday, 2:00pm – 4:00pm at Buntingford Police 
station 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999 
 

Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838 
 

Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325 
 

The Medical Centre – White Hart Close 
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery – Baldock Road 
Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours) 
 

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:30pm at The 
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763 
 

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments, 
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992 
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999) 
 

East Herts District Council – telephone 01279 655261 
Housing – telephone 01279 714714 
Benefits – Freephone 0800 373852 
Buntingford Town Council – telephone 01763 272222 
Hertfordshire Highways – telephone 01438 737320 
 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone advice available Mon – Thurs, 10:00am – 4:00pm 
 

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road 
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Saturday 6nd  
 
 
Tuesday 2nd     
 
 
 
Wednesday 3rd     
 
 
Saturday 6th  
 
Monday 8th  
 
 
Thursday 11h   
 
 
 
Friday 12th  
 
 
Saturday 13th  
 
 
Tuesday 16th   
 
 
Wednesday 17th  
 
Friday 19th 
 
 
Saturday 20th  
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 24th  

 
7:30pm Royal British Legion Quiz Night at Benson Hall. See page 8 
for full details. 
 
8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society – Benson Hall. New 
members welcome to join our society formed in 1956. Enquiries to Mr 
W Lodge on 01920 438482. 
 
7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock 
Road, Buntingford. Quiz night with Reed Gardeners Club. 
 
2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 
2:00pm – 4:00pm Buntingford U3A Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Speaker Ben Fenton on Books in Travel. 
 
7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall.  
 
8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH. 
 
8:00pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at the Crown 
public house, Buntingford. Speaker  
 
10:00am – 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Annual Craft Fair. See 
page 27 for details. 
 
12noon deadline for November edition of Buntingford Journal. Contact 
01763 272040. 
 
10:30am – 12 noon BALA Coffee morning at Benson Hall. 
 
7:30 start QuizAid Quiz night for Christain Aid at URC Hall. See 
page ? for full details. 
 
10:30am Ashfords and Carters Close Christmas Bazaar. See page 33 
for details. 
 
2pm – 4pm Layston First School Christmas Fayre – See page 20 for 
full details. 
 
2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 
7:30pm (doors open 7:00pm) Buntingford & District Flower Club at 
Benson Hall. Doug Howard – A Man and a Box of Flowers. 

DDDATESATESATES   FORFORFOR   YYYOUROUROUR   DDDIARYIARYIARY   
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WWWHATHATHAT'''SSS   ONONON   INININ   NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER???   
MONDAYS 

10:00am – 12:00am     
 

10:00am – 12 noon 
 

 

10:30am 
 
 

10:30am – 12 noon  

 
 

1:30pm – 3:30pm 
 
 

5:30pm – 6:30pm 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

7:00pm 

 
 

7:00pm – 8:00pm  
 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  

 
 

7:30pm – 9:45pm 
 

 
 

8:15pm  
 

TUESDAYS 
9:15am – 10:15am 

 
 

9:30am – 11:00am  
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm  

 
 
 

5:30pm – 6:30pm 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

7:00pm – 8:15pm  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
5:30pm – 6:30pm  
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
  
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 

7:00pm 
 
 

7:30pm – 8:30pm 
 

 

 

Buntings Tumble at Cottered Village Hall. Contact 01763 272868. 
 

Multi Activity Group at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Dave Austin 
on 01763 272066. 
 

BALFF 10 week course (started 29.9.10) entitled Girdle Round the Earth, 
tutor Peter White at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone 01763 72584. 
 

Iyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall – term time only. Contact Jen Harris on 

01920 821288.  
 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631 
 

Cougars Under 7s training, Norfolk Road. Andy on 07941 078069. 
 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon on 
01462 642922. 
 

Play Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. £2.50 per 

session. Contact Gwen on 01763 272775 or Eddie on 07976 896718. 
 

Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681. 
 

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on 

07739 131694. 
 

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 – 19 years, held 
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Nick Howell on          
07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk. 
 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 
 

 
Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – £2.50 per session. Contact 

01763 273712. 
 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term time. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to 5 

years, £6.75 per session. It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school. 
Booking is required. Please call 01763 289942. Term time only. 
 

Cougars Under 12s Blues training, Norfolk Road. Shaun on 07836 214129. 
 

Cougars Under 14s training, Norfolk Road. Frank on 07768 078167. 
 

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

 
Cougars Under 10s training, Norfolk Road. Martin on 07834 318518. 
 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 
550190. 
 

Cougars Under 11s training, Norfolk Road. Sean on 07860 365681. 
 

Classes in classical yoga, relaxation & meditation at Seth Ward Community 
Centre. Call Tom Newstead to book on 07900 654227.  
 

Body Circuit at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190. 
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WWWHATHATHAT'''SSS   ONONON   INININ   NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER??? 
WEDNESDAYS 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

8:00pm – 9:00pm 
 

8:00pm  
 

THURSDAYS 
9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

9:30am – 11:30am 
 
 

 
 

11:00am  
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 
 

 
 
 

2:15pm – 2:45pm  
 
 

4:30pm – 6:30pm  
 
 
 

5:00pm – 6:00pm 
 

5:30pm – 10:00pm  
 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 

6:15pm – 7:00pm           
 

8:00pm – 10:00pm  
 

FRIDAYS 

9:30am – 10:30am  
 

10:00am – 11:00am 
 
 
 

 
5:00pm – 6:00pm 
 

5:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 

 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on 
07739 131694. 
 

Cougars Under 16s training, Norfolk Road. Mike 01763 271750. 
 

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 01763 
272081 or Clare on 01763 273019. 
 

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school). Range 
of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities, small world 
play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time only. £2.50 per child 

(tea & coffee, snacks & juice included). 
 

Keep fit for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 months  to 5 
years, £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay with their child 
1:30pm–2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be accompanied by a 

parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school, booking 
required. Phone Kim Semple on 01763 289942. 
 

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet or 
biscuit and a picture to colour. 
 

14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre (term-time 
only) at URC Hall, Baldock Road contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email 
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Cougars Under 9s training at Norfolk Road. Kevin 07930 192079. 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on 
01920 821722. 
 

Cougars Under 8s training at Norfolk Road. Matt 07814 838460. 
 

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

               

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p for 
additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Contact Mandy Sims at 
Bramble Hill Children's Centre 07904 955141 while the organisers of Rhyme 

Time are on maternity leave. 
 

Cougars Under 15s training at Norfolk Road. Darren 07764 573696. 
 

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 – 
19 years. A range of activities, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. 

Contact Nick Howell on 07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk. 
 

Cougars Under 10s Stripes training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07836 231915. 
 

Cougars Under 12s Whites training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07786 933963. 
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December 

Friday 3rd  
 
Saturday 4th  

 
 
 

 
Wednesday 8th – 
Wednesday 15th  

 
Sunday 12th 
 

 
Monday 20th – 
Friday 24th  

 

Isabel Hospice Lights of Love and Buntingford Late Night Shopping. 
 
7pm for 7:30pm start, Buntingford Scout Group Christmas Quiz night. See 

page 14. 
7:30pm Candlelit Concert, The Fairhaven Singers at St Mary's Church, 
Braughing. See page 14. 

 
Santa Claus is coming to town – see page 13 for full details. 
 

 
2:00pm – 5:30pm Children's Christmas party at Cottered Village Hall. See 
page 15 for details. 

 
Buntings Out of School Club at Layston School. For more details, phone 
07880 914 511. 

 

OOOUTUTUT   ANDANDAND   ABOUTABOUTABOUT   INININ   NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER   
Saturday 6th    

 
 

 

 
 
 

Friday 12th & 
Saturday 13th  
 

Saturday 20th   
 

Friday 26th  
 

Saturday 27th & 
Sunday 28th  

10:00am – 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 

11:00am – 12:30pm Nearly New Sale at Barkway Village Hall. See page 11. 
 

7:30pm Aspenden Festival Committee Cheese, Wine and Live Music. See page 29 
for full details. 
 

9:00am – 5:00pm The Book Sale in Reed at St Mary's Church. See page 31. 
 

 

9:30am – 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 

5:00pm – 8:30pm Winter Wonderland at Jenyns School, Braughing. See page 48. 
 

11:00am – 5:00pm Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Trinity Church, Meldreth. See 
page 21. 

LLLOOKINGOOKINGOOKING   AAAHEADHEADHEAD   

WWWHATHATHAT'''SSS   ONONON   INININ   NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER??? 
SATURDAYS 

9:00am – 12:30pm  
 

 
12:00pm – 2:00pm 

2:15pm – 4:15pm  
4:15pm – 6:15pm 
 

 
 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm  
 

MONDAY –
FRIDAY 
 

MONDAY – 
FRIDAY 

 

Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 – 18 years. Contact 
Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.  

6 – 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre. 
6 – 16 year olds dance workshops with Stagefrights Theatre. 
All Stagefrights workshops are term-time only, at United Reform Church Hall, 

Baldock Road. Contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email 
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 
 

Buntingford Heritage Centre in the foyer of the Manor House. A display of 
Buntingford's past, open 9:00am – 5:00pm. 
 

Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 273344 
for an appointment. 
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With Halloween just gone and Guy Fawkes night nearly upon us, there is a lot of activity 
out and about at night. I heard fireworks going off as early as the beginning of October, 
so I suspect that there will be many more 'set light to' far beyond the 5th of November. 
Please spare a thought for domestic pets, particularly dogs and cats as they tend to be 
extremely scared of the noise. 
 
During the firework 'season' try and walk your dog during the day before the bangers start 
and keep them, and cats, inside when fireworks are likely to be set off. Pull your curtains 
and close windows after dark and put on the 'telly' or play music to muffle the sound of 
the fireworks. Allow them to escape to a safe corner or cupboard if they feel the need to 
hide. 
 
Don't forget your small furry critters and birds either. If you can't bring them inside cover 
their hutches etc. with blankets to block out the sight and sounds, but make sure you still 
leave plenty of ventilation for them to breathe. 
 
If you are having a firework party at home, please be really careful and read and follow 
the lighting / safety instructions fully. Better still, wrap up in warm clothes and take 
yourselves and any family members along to an organised display and enjoy! Just 
remember keep yourselves (and your pets) safe. 
 
Friday December 3rd sees our annual Late Night Christmas Shopping in Buntingford High 
Street preceded by the Isabel Hospice 'Lights of Love' carol singing and turning on of the 
Christmas tree lights. This is always a lovely evening with a great community spirit, so I 
hope you all can make it. See you there! 
 

Aliya Chowney 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Thanks go to Debbie Lemay for proof reading 

Copy and diary entries: 

 Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF  (01763 272040) 

email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 

Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com 

Deadline for the December/January Journal is 

12noon on Tuesday 16th November 2010 

EDITORIAL 
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LLL E T T E R SE T T E R SE T T E R S    T OT OT O    T H ET H ET H E    E D I T O RE D I T O RE D I T O R    

Dear Aliya                                                                                                               by email 

Help Get Faster Broadband To Buntingford 
 
Broadband Internet is something we have all become used to. When we moved from 
modems to broadband it seemed really fast, but now not so much. As a rural town it was 
hard to get broadband in the first place and now we face the same struggle to get the 
next generation version. BT are asking people to vote if they're interested in getting the 
next generation broadband in their area. The five areas with the largest percentage of 
votes by December 31st 2010 will win the chance to bring superfast broadband to their 
area. BT will also donate £5,000 of computer equipment to a local community project. 
 
Even if we don't win it will show that there is an interest in the area for these faster 
services. I was on the Broadband4Buntingford committee back in 2003. The town 
responded superbly to our campaign and voted on the BT site to get broadband to 
Buntingford. Please vote at the link below and tell your friends. If we can spread the word 
then faster broadband may well come to the town. 
 
To vote use this link – http://www.bt.com/racetoinfinity 
 
Michael Curtis 

   

Buntingford Branch of Buntingford Branch of Buntingford Branch of    

The Royal British LegionThe Royal British LegionThe Royal British Legion   

Quiz  Night  
 

Saturday 6th November 2010 
 

Benson Hall 7:30pm 
 

Licensed Bar and  Raff l e 
 

Fish or Chicken and Chips – £10  
Tickets f rom Di  Bamford on 01763  848 481 

(after 4th October) 
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Late Night  ShoppingLate Night  Shopping   

Friday 3rd December 
 Once again this year the first Friday of the month of December will mark 
the annual Lights of Love ceremony and Late Night Shopping evening.  

The Lights of Love ceremony will take place in the grounds of The Manor 
House at 5:50pm with the lighting of the Lights of Love Tree in aid of the 
Isabel Hospice. Traditional Carols are sung in this special ceremony. 

The High Street will be closed to traffic from 4:00pm to 8:00pm to 
enable the towns' people to enjoy visiting stalls selling Christmas gifts 
and Fayre. There will be a fun fair, Santa and his sleigh with Christmas 
music and lights. For those looking for sustenance there will be a hog 
roast and barbecue – mulled wine and mince pies will also be available. 

Make sure that you don't miss this traditional curtain raiser to the 
Christmas festivities – come along with family and friends and enjoy 
what promises to be a great evening. 

To book a stal l  cal l  01954 253535  
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 Buntingford Youth 

Project 

For a l l  13  -  19  year o lds  

Come along and jo in  in  w i th  ac t iv i t ies or  c h i l l  out  w i th  f r iends .  

At the Technical Institute, opposite the Post 
Office in Baldock Road 

 
  
 

Don't forget that every Monday until Christmas we 
have Weight Training open to anyone aged 13 to 
19! 7:30pm to 8pm is a girls only session, 8pm to 
9pm is open to anyone. For more info ask staff or 
see Youthy door. 
 

Programme correct at time of printing, however for more up-to-
date programme, please see the Youthy door. 

Monday evenings 7:30pm Monday evenings 7:30pm Monday evenings 7:30pm –––   9:45pm9:45pm9:45pm   Friday evenings 6:00PM Friday evenings 6:00PM Friday evenings 6:00PM –––   8:00pm8:00pm8:00pm   

Mon 1st  

Nov 
Sexual health night 

Fri 5th 

Nov 
Youthy closed. Hotdogs in park! 

Mon 8th 

Nov 
Swaps night. Bring things to swap 
with others! 

Fri 12th 

Nov 
Career advice, CV building and 
cake making! 

Mon 15h  
Nov 

Burger making, healthy eating 
and food hygiene 

Fri 19th 

Nov 
Sexual health and biscuit making 

Mon 22nd 

Nov 
Making Xmas decorations for 
Nevetts 

Fri 26th 

Nov 
Making Xmas decorations for 
Nevetts 

Nick Howell  
Youth Connexions   
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BBBUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORD   GGGARDENERSARDENERSARDENERS   CCCLUBLUBLUB   
 
 
An excellent evening was enjoyed by members at the September meeting when Aubrey 
Barker told us about a variety of fragrant plants that could be found throughout the year. 
 
A very good trip to the Royal Horticultural Society 
garden at Wisley was enjoyed by a good number of 
members.  We set off in drizzly rain, returned in the 
same, but in between the weather was good and the 
colour at Wisley was unbelievable. 
 
Our October meeting is the annual inter-club quiz with 
Reed.  A fun evening with wine and nibbles will be 
enjoyed, but we must get our revenge!  Reed have won 
for the last three visits.  Do please come and help. 
 
The meeting is held at the URC Hall in Baldock Road 
on Wednesday 3rd October 7:45pm for 8:00pm. 
 
There is no competition that evening, we can hardly 
expect our visitors to not only bring themselves but a 
competition entry as well. 
 
The next meeting will be the Christmas party, do so 
come and find out what we shall be doing. 
 
 

Contact Margaret Howarth on 07747 355 017 for more details  

Nearly New Sale of Toys, Books, Children's Clothes 

 and Nursery Equipment 

Saturday 6 th November 2010 

11:00am -  12:30pm, Barkway Village Hall, Barkway  
 

Entry fee on door £1 
 

To sell items please email tami@thecakehouse.co.uk  

or phone Tami on 01763 849900  
 

R ais i n g mo ney  fo r  Ba rkway  P l ay group   
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The meeting between Civic Society members and Cllr. Mike Carver and Bryan Thomsett 
resulted in an improved understanding of the issues behind the EHC Core Strategy 
Consultation. 

 

It is clear that EHC are truly seeking your input on how East Herts should develop over 
the coming years. From the floor many good points were made especially concerning 
essential infrastructure (water, sewerage, power) being in place prior to development, 
concern was expressed about high dependency on private cars and the totally 
inadequate public transport system in this area. The vision put forward for the district by 
EHC is appealing but it will be a major challenge to meet the needs of 3000 on the 
waiting list for affordable housing, also provide family homes and at the same time create 
jobs to reduce commuting and on top of that deliver schooling, health care and multiple 
other services. 

 

A number of townsfolk are working with Cllr. John Warren to produce a Buntingford Town 
Plan, which will influence the Local Development Framework adopted by East Herts. It 
addresses these topics and is clear that any development in Buntingford is gradual and 
that the fundamental character of the Town remains unchanged. The 'Localism' that we 
are hearing about seems to be genuine which means communities should not be ridden 
roughshod over by central directives – we shall see! 

  

The first AGM of Civic Voice, our new national body, was held on 8/9 October and went 
very well. In the six months since its launch the position is 258 groups and 68,000 
members. It is clear that Civic Voice is being heard in high places promoting civic pride 
and making the places where everyone lives more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive. 
Through our website use the link to Civic Voice and see for yourself the paper by chair 
Paula Ridley and presentation by director Tony Burton, you will be encouraged. 

  

The future of Buntingford's Christmas lights has come to the fore largely on financing, but 
it is more than that. For many, many years a few people have done the hard work to 
make it happen and it is time that successors come forward who will continue that good 
work. The beneficiaries are obviously the people of Buntingford, retailers with late night 
shopping and the overall enhancement of the High Street but also the prestige brought to 
the Town Council when it can proudly show the lights to its guests on switching-on night. 
Maybe the future of the Christmas lights should move to our Town Council for the long-
term benefit of the Town?   

 
  
 

Derek K Cooper, chairman 
 

Check out our website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Buntingford Civic SocietyBuntingford Civic SocietyBuntingford Civic Society   

Have a voice –  

Things National and Local 
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Monday 13Monday 13Monday 13
ththth   DecemberDecemberDecember   

 

Greenways 
Tylers Close 
The Pyghtle 
The Folly 
Bowling Green Lane 
Bowlers Mead 
White Hart Close 

Raising money for the scout hut building fund  

Santa will Santa will Santa will 

hopefully set off hopefully set off hopefully set off 

from 6pm onwardsfrom 6pm onwardsfrom 6pm onwards   
Wednesday 8Wednesday 8Wednesday 8

ththth   
DecemberDecemberDecember   
 

Monks Walk 
Longmead 

Saturday 11Saturday 11Saturday 11
ththth   ïïï   Santa is restingSanta is restingSanta is resting    

Sunday12Sunday12Sunday12
ththth   DecemberDecemberDecember   

(5pm start)(5pm start)(5pm start)   
 

Station Road 
Rib Way 
Snells Mead 
Baldock Road 
Fairfield 

Tuesday 14Tuesday 14Tuesday 14
ththth   DecemberDecemberDecember   

 

Norfolk Road Paddock Road 
High Street South  The Causeway 
Church Street Archers 
Dell Spring   Sunny Hill 
The Tannery Riverside 
Hare Street Road 

Wednesday 15Wednesday 15Wednesday 15
ththth   DecemberDecemberDecember   

 

London Road 
Layston Meadow 
Owles Lanes 
St Frances Court 
Downhall Ley 

Thursday 9Thursday 9Thursday 9
ththth   DecemberDecemberDecember   

 

Freman Drive 
Chequers Close 
Vicarage Road 
Honey Lane 
Bridge End 
Porters Close 
Wyddial Road 
Bridewell Close 

Friday 10Friday 10Friday 10
ththth   

DecemberDecemberDecember   
 

Bovis estate 
Nutslip 
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Buntingford Scout Group 

Christmas Quiz night 

Tickets  f rom Jo  McNamara  on 01763 273459  

Benson Hall (Opposite the Co-op) 

 7pm for a prompt 7:30pm start 
 

£6 per person including Ploughman's 

 
Licensed Bar 

  

Teams of up to 8 people 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 4 th December  2010 

Candlelit Concert 

Music for Advent and Christmas 

with carols for audience participation 

The  Fa i r haven  S ingers   
 

Saturday 4th December ς 7:30 pm 
St Mary's Church, Braughing 

 

TICKET PRICES 
£12 Premium; £10 Standard; £8 restricted view 

£12 at the door 
 

Telephone Box Office: 01763 289073 
 

www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk 
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BBBUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORD   TTTOWNOWNOWN   CCCOUNCILOUNCILOUNCIL   

A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  
 
 

 

The Youth Council has decided to have a Christmas Boxes for Soldiers Campaign. The 
closing date for this will be the 26th November. Please arrange to have your boxes 
delivered to The Manor House before this date. 
 
On Tuesday 2nd November there will be a tea and quiz afternoon for all Senior Citizens, 
this will be held at The Manor House at 4pm until 6pm. Please come along, no tickets 
necessary. 
 
Recent publicity suggested that the Town Council is not fully supportive of the Christmas 
lights in Buntingford. This could not be further from the truth, we are and always have 
been appreciative of the massive amount of work that goes into our marvellous Christmas 
lights display. We received a grant request earlier in the year for a contribution towards 
the lights. This request was not accompanied by audited accounts and it is a requirement 
of the Council's Auditor that all grant requests must have current accounts attached. 
Once the audited accounts were made available, the Town Council released the funds. 
 
The Annual Lights of Love Ceremony will take place at The Manor House on Friday 3rd 
December at 5:50pm, please come along and support this popular and worthwhile event. 
 

Jill Jones MILCM 
Town Clerk 

 

TTTOWNOWNOWN   CCCOUNCILOUNCILOUNCIL   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS   FORFORFOR   NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER   

Thursday 4th 

Thursday 11th 

Thursday 11th 
Thursday 25th 
Thursday 25th 

 
Amenities Committee – 7:30pm 
Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Resources Committee – 8:00pm 
Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Full Council – 8:00pm 
 

All meetings will be held at The Manor House 

A l l  memb ers  of  the pu bl ic  ar e welc ome t o at t end  

Office hours: Monday – Thursday  9:00am – 5:00pm, closed Fridays 

T el :  01763 272222 
email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com –  website: www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk  
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ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER 
Catholic Church 
 

3 Station Road, Buntingford 
Telephone 01763 271471 
 

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each: 
  Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm 
  Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham 
  Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm 
  Weekdays at 9:15pm 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30am ð 11.15am  

CHRIST CHURCH  

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD 

 
 
 
 
 
MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards 

  The Manse  'Great Stones'  
 Meeting Lane  Hare Street 
 Melbourn  Buntingford 

 Cambs SG8 6AN   Herts SG9 0AD  
 Tel:  01763 260747  Tel:  01763 289460 
  

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am 
 

 November   7 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham   
  14 Remembrance Service  Rev Ian Hill and the 
     Rev Derek Newton 
  21 Morning Worship Drina Hampson  
  28 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 
   
 December   5 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie 
 
 

Christ Church will once again be supporting the Samaritans purse "Fill a Shoe Box 
Appeal" for a child at Christmas. If anyone would like to support this collection there 
leaflets are available via the Church Secretary. The closing date for the boxes is 
Sunday 14th November.  
 

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all 
children and young people. 
 

The Bright Hour – a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and occasional 

visiting speakers – meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall. 
 

Coffee and Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall 

every Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat. 
 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 
2:00pm on the first Friday of the month. 

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information 
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for 
errors or omissions in this publication. 

 

Wed 3rd 
 
 

Sun 7th 
 
 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

Sun 14th 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sun 21st 
 

 

Sun 28th 

 
 

 

9:30am 
 
 

9:15am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

 
9:30am 

 

9:30am 
10:45am 
for 11am 

11:15am  
 

11:15am 

 
3:00pm 

 

9:45am 
11:00am 

 

9:15am 
9:30am 

11:00am 

 

St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 

 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
War Memorial, Buntingford 
 

Christ Church United Reformed 
 
Christ Church Hall 

 
Nevett's Care Home 
 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 

 

Holy Communion (Book of 
Common Prayer) 
 

Sung Eucharist 
Family Service 
All Age Family Worship 

 
Holy Communion with Act of 
Remembrance 

Act of Remembrance 
Churches Together Act of 
Remembrance 

Churches Together Remembrance 
Service 
Youth Service for Remembrance 

Sunday 
Songs for Remembrance Sunday 
 

Said Holy Communion 
Family Praise 
 

Morning Worship  
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Un i ted Benef i ce ofUn i t ed Benef i ce ofUn i t ed Benef i ce of    
St.  Mary 's  ð Aspenden  

St .  Peter 's  ð Bun t ingfo rd  

St .  Mary  the Vi rg in  ð Westmi l l  
Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill –  Telephone 01763 274072  
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches 

St. Peter's in Buntingford has a more contemporary style 

St. Mary's in Aspenden has a more traditional style 
St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style 

Everyone is welcome at any of the churches  
 

Services for November 2010 

The Church office is open Mon, Tue and Thurs mornings in St. Peter’s Church 

Administrator – Mrs Jenny Hill Tel: 01763 271552    email jenny.unitedbenefice@hotmail.co.uk 
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EEEDWINSTREEDWINSTREEDWINSTREE    MMM IDDLEIDDLEIDDLE    SSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL  

October proved to be one of the busiest months of the school year. We had a very 
enjoyable act of collective worship from 5G to recognise UK Older People's Day. Year 6 
have benefited greatly from their week long educational trip to Shropshire, taking part in a 
variety of outdoor activities and a visit to Blists Hill Open Air Museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The weather was kind to 
us for our sponsored 
pilgrimage, a five mile 
walk taking in St 
Bartholomew's Church 
and the surrounding 
countryside to raise the 
final money needed for a 
new school mini bus. We 
hope to take delivery of 
the new vehicle in 
November.  
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Prospective parents evening was extremely well 
attended. Contributions were made by the choir and 
orchestra, then speeches by past and present pupils, and 
Head Teacher, Mrs Michael. Visitors then spent the rest 
of the evening touring the school, led by Year 8 guides. A 
variety of different events awaited them, with a Roald 
Dahl themed room, an expedition to the Antarctic, a 
French café, a visit to India, World Book Day characters 
in the library, a decade detective exhibition, as well as 
many others.  
 
Also in October we had our Action Aid non uniform day, 
Year 6 cake sale and Year 7 fete to raise money for our 
sponsored Indian children – 9 year old Seema from 
Assam and 6 year old Stephenraj from Bangalore. 
 
Congratulations to our youngest students in Years 5 and 6 who played in a Saracens tag 
rugby tournament on Royston Heath, with Year 5 winning against Ralph Sadleir School in 
the final, and Year 6 just missing out on a win against Greneway School.   

 
Eight pupils represented Edwinstree 
at the Bishops Stortford Schools 
Challenge and Charity Fun Run at 
Grange Paddocks. All our athletes 
did themselves and the school proud 
to win both the overall Juniors prize 
and the Senior Girls competition. 
After such a busy time we all 
enjoyed our half term break. 
 
Looking ahead to November, we 
have a return visit from author Sue 
Hampton who will be reviewing her 
new book with Year 6. On Sunday 
November 7th the school choir will 

again be going to the Royal Albert Hall to perform in the Barnardo’s concert and two 
pupils have been selected to be soloists. We wish them  
all well.  
 
Our School Association are organising a new parents "Getting to know you" evening, 
where after a short performance from Year 5 pupils, parents and carers can come and 
get to know their children's friends' parents. 
 
The E.S.A. is also hosting a Disco and while students are enjoying their evening, parents 
can join a "Pampered Chef" demonstration in our Food Technology room, where Mr 
Howells has kindly volunteered (!!) to assist in the presentation. 
 

 
Diane George 
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 Bunt ingford  Dancing SchoolBunt ingford  Dancing School   
 
On Saturday 18th September, Buntingford Dancing School was 
proud to welcome the Mayor of the town, Councillor Basra, to 
present 184 medals and certificates to pupils following the ballet, 
tap and modern/jazz exams taken in the summer, in which 
outstanding results were achieved!  Mr Basra, who gave us a 
glimpse of his well-honed 'John Travollta' style during the 
presentation, very kindly donated £50 towards the costume fund 
for the next school performances to be held in March 2011. The 
performances next year, entitled 'Kaleidoscope' will take their 
inspiration from the colours which appear in well-known, pieces of 
music, songs, and band names. Rehearsals are already underway 
for the performances, which are being looked forward to with 
excitement by the pupils.  
 
The school was started in 2002 by Philippa McMeechan, and 
caters for over 200 pupils, taking ballet, tap, modern/jazz and 
musical theatre classes, employing six members of staff.  Children 
can enrol for the hugely popular baby ballet classes from the age 
of 3 years, and have the choice to take part in exams and medal 
tests as they grow up through the school, culminating in the well-
established adult tap and jazz classes. 
 
The school is extremely proud of the achievements of all of its 
pupils, and recognises that without the support of the parents the 
achievements would not be possible. 
 
For further info please see www.buntingforddancingschool.co.uk  

Layston C of  E First School  
 

Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 20 th  November 2010  

2pm to 4pm 
 

Santa's Grotto ¸ Grand Draw ¸ Carols ¸ Tombola 
Traders Raffle ¸ Gift Stall ¸ Games ¸ Refreshments 

and much more... 
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Christmas Tree Festival  

Holy  Trini ty  Church  
Meldreth 

 

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th November 

11am to 5pm 
 

Entrance Free 

 

Have Your  Say!Have Your  Say!   
 

East Herts Local Development Framework 
Shaping Now, Shaping the Future 

 

Public Consultation: 
September 2nd to November 25th, 2010 

 

East Herts Council are now consulting on its first planning document in the new Local 
Development Framework (LDF).  
 

The Core Strategy document will set the vision and development strategy for the district 
to 2031. Importantly, the Core Strategy will not deal with specific sites.  
 

The consultation itself is called Issues and Options and is structured around 43 
questions. It is a discussion document and is not the final plan. This is your chance to 
have your say to shape the future of East Herts to 2031.  
 

Every household in the district will receive a summary leaflet and questionnaire in 
Autumn LINK Magazine but you can also comment on the full consultation document at 
http://eastherts-consult.limehouse.co.uk or paper copies will be available to view at the 
Council’s Offices in Hertford and Bishop’s Stortford, and at public libraries and town 
council offices. For further information please visit the website at www.eastherts.gov.uk/
issuesandoptions or contact the Planning Policy Team on 01279 655261.  
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 BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 

Mondays 10:00am – 4:00pm  
Tuesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Wednesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Closed Thursdays and Fridays  

 

Hate incidents at the takeHate incidents at the take --away?away?  
 
Q:  My neighbour runs a Chinese take-away restaurant.  He has been investigated 
by Environmental Health eight times in six months following food poisoning 
complaints ï but nothing untoward has been found. Sometimes customers say that 
food poisoning caused sickness absence and they demand money for loss of 
earnings.  The owner tells me this is just part of life, but I think there's more to it ï 
none of the other food shop owners I talk to have these problems. Can I do 
anything? 

 
A:  It could be a hate incident and anyone can consider something a hate incident, not just 
the person on the receiving end. The key question is "why do you think this is happening to 
the restaurant owner?" Hate incidents involve violence or hostility against someone 
because of their real or perceived disability, gender identity, race, religion or belief or 
sexual orientation. If you believe that the restaurant owner is being targeted because of 
their race, this is a race hate incident. CAB can help you take the following action: 
 
Report what is happening to the local authority. At the moment local authorities must 
eliminate unlawful racial discrimination under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000. 
From April 2011 public bodies will be required to elimination unlawful discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation under the Equality Act 2010. Therefore public bodies must 
do more to stamp out harassment and hate incidents and they should be working together 
with other organisations to tackle this. So the local authority needs to know what is 
happening to fulfil its responsibilities to its local communities. 
 
You can also report what is happening to the police. Make sure you tell them if you think 
any or all of the incidents are race hate incidents, which they must record. In the case of 
harassment, the police can use the Protection from Harassment Act 1997 after two 
occurrences to take action. Any hate incident that constitutes a criminal offence is a hate 
crime and attracts a tougher sentence on successful prosecution. 
 
Even if this is not a hate incident, left unaddressed the situation can still have a 
devastating impact on your neighbour's emotional, mental, physical and financial well-
being. Hate incidents are often part of wider hostility and anti-social behaviour in the 
community. Major incidents often follow minor ones, which were not reported, so it is 
important to report everything. 
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Our Harvest Assembly was a great success 
with many of our parents and grandparents 
coming along to watch the children perform a 
range of interesting items based on the theme 
of 'Harvest Around the World.' 
  
The School Council collected for the 
Emergency Disaster Appeal for the Floods in 
Pakistan and raised an impressive £142.79. 
  

Key Stage 2 has had fun learning about life 
in Ancient Greece including holding an 
Ancient Greek Day when the children 

came to school in costume and took part in 
a range of activities. On Thursday 7th 
October they all went to the British Museum 
and had a wonderful time seeing some of 
the Ancient Greek artefacts there. 
 
The Key Stage 1 pupils have really enjoyed exploring the world of dinosaurs and had a 
memorable visit to the Natural History Museum.   
 
Budgens have organised an art competition which the 'Elm Class' of Year 1 pupils have 
taken part in. The two winners have been chosen and each received a great prize. The 
competition involved the children growing cress and drawing a fantasy home for a plant. 
The children's art work was displayed in the store. 
 
Our Parent Teacher Association has been busy too. They organised a very successful 
Quiz Night which was held at the Bury Social Club on Friday 8th October. There were 
plenty of teams and everyone enjoyed the evening. Money raised by the PTA has been 
used to lay an area of artificial turf in our Reception Class play area which the children 
are already enjoying.  
 

Kathy Willett – Headteacher 

 

Millfield First and Nursery SchoolMillfield First and Nursery SchoolMillfield First and Nursery School   
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 Slight Tweaking of the PlansSlight Tweaking of the Plans   
(Part 14) 

Martin & Mandy 
 
The plan for the garage existed in the first place because the Council planning brief 
required car parking space 2.43 places I recall, which is the average number of cars 
owned by the average household using the average number of bedrooms in an average 
house. Well once I'm done I'll get my average chainsaw out and cut my average car up to 
get me the 0.43 of a car to park in the garage! 
 

Anyway accepting the requirement for a garage, we 
need to turn it to our advantage, the thing needs to 
cosmetically fit in so the obvious choice is a 
Hertfordshire style farm building built from flint knap 
and red brick. If you travel along the A120 you can see 
a couple of them hiding in the farmland. This is the 
general target for what the finished building should look 
like. It does provide problems in terms of picking the 
right bricks and ensuring the flint work looks correct, 
but we think this is worth the effort. 
 

A conversation with my structural engineer leads me to 
believe that we can get away with reducing the size of 
the foundations almost down to pads of re-enforced 
concrete if we are careful. This has two brilliant side 
effects. Firstly it means that we need to dig greatly 
reduced holes in the ground, and this means that we 
disturb the tree roots less. Apparently what normally 
happens is that developers dig deep foundations and 
build their buildings – this cuts through tree roots and 
two years later the developers are gone, then the trees 
start to die around the people who are living there, and this is certainly something we 

don't want to happen as we are 
the developer but also the end 
resident! A side effect is that the 
instal led residents of the 
graveyard also get to be 
disturbed less, which has to be 
good and certainly appeals to the 
Council Archaeologist. 
 

In the original planning submission there was much discussion about the height of the 
building so that it did not impose on the site, (ignoring the corrugated farm building that 
already exists) and about the position of the building. The bat survey that we had done in 
2008 identified a very small number of quite common bats in the area, but if we are going 
to build a garage we might as well make it as bat friendly as possible, and this comes 
down to the roof space. Obviously we need to allow the little chaps access to the space 
which is no problem; carefully placed holes in the gables achieve this. Then the 
framework in the roof needs to be minimal so they can fly around. Now this I did not 
understand, how come a bat can fly around a wood without crashing into things but 
needs lots of free space inside a roost? I thought they were masters of radar and all that!  

Flint nap and brick 

Reduced foundations to pads and slab 
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Well it comes to pass that bats don't simply take off as such when they are bored with 
hanging upside down – they basically throw themselves off the roost and gravity takes a 
bit of control over the game. As such quite a bit of free space around the roost is required 
and here's our problem. In the 
original discussions we reduced the 
height of the roof to make the 
building attempt to disappear and 
this made the height too low to keep 
bats happy, problem is the plans got 
approved and one of the conditions 
of the planning consent was 
completing the bat mitigation 
suggestions, which required a 
slightly higher roof – can you see the 
circle? The solution is to raise the 
roof height to the minimum limit 
required by Natural England to get 
the bat mitigation program past 
everybody, and to end up with a 
happy bunch of bats.  
 

Finally, last month while Phil, 
Malcolm and I were standing on site 
plotting how not to cut trees down, 
we worked out that the actual reality 
of getting a vehicle into the garage 
was going to be hampered by one of 
the newest Lime trees on the left of 
the avenue – especially as it grew 
larger. In the submission the garage 
has two car parking spaces to the 
north of the design and then some 
storage to the southern end by the 
entrance, that's the 0.43 of a car 
required by the council!  
 

So, if we swap the parking with the storage in the inside of the garage, and we rotate the 
garage anti-clockwise by 15 degrees, then access to the garage works and what's more 
the Lime tree does not get in the way anymore. We also have a pair of gravestones to the 
rear of the garage location that we want to keep in place and this solution works for them 
as well. Lastly, we're not totally sure about this, but we believe the newer Limes were all 
planted by a gent after his wife passed away, so we're doubly keen to find a solution that 
keeps all the trees in the avenue, but I think you all know that anyway by now. 
 

To summarize, slightly higher roof to keep the bats happy, rotate it by 15% to make the 
access work without cutting trees down, and reduce the foundations to keep the trees 
and the incumbent residents happy. Revisions to the plans in the post to the council.  
 
 

For more history and information related to St Bartholomew’s visit    
www.layston-church.org.uk 

Floor plan and location of the garage 
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 Once upon a villageOnce upon a village   
 
A series of tales and observations by the author who once lived in the village somewhere 
just beyond those far away hills on the horizon, which gives an interesting and sometimes 
amusing insight into how the world changed as he grew up in the years following the 
second world war. 
  
One would not immediately think reflections, prompted when standing in a grave yard, 
would be a good starting point for a story but there I was, walking round this tidy plot 
surrounding the chapel, on the outskirts of the village. This felt a little surreal as I had 
come to visit my parents resting place yet I was presented with evidence of my life laid 
out around me. Memorials to childhood friends, who never had the opportunity to fulfil 
their full potential, lay side by side with old retainers of the village who I had worked along 
side on the work bench and who had imparted knowledge that could never had been 
learnt from books or the ever now present computer screen. 
 
Men and women who were part of my childhood and adolescence who set the structure 
and example that would endure for a life time. The openness and neatness of the garden 
was, dare I say, a welcoming place? Indeed and at risk of offending anybody, this was in 
direct contrast to the other appointed last resting place at the other side of the village, St 
Peter-ad-Vincula, where a more Gothic panorama evoked a frightening effect on a 
youngster when each week we four boys were taken to visit our brother's grave, who 
didn't survive but a short time, succumbing to an illness that now a days would have been 
but a minor hiccup to the NHS. 
 
In fact it was one of my earliest recollections, those outings and we knew every 
tombstone and mother could relate all the histories of our ancestors and the other 
residents of this hallowed ground. 
 
As children we were fascinated by the creative art of the monumental mason and the 
tangles of ivy and other invasive weeds and wild flowers only whetted our appetite as to 
what occurred here after dark when the bats and other night creatures came out to play? 
 
But to return to the present, sitting here in the sun after bringing mum and dad up to date 
with family news and seeking advice on a current dilemma, I got to reminiscing about way 
back then when the village boasted a full range of shops, there was a strict hierarchy of 
class, Harlow New Town was still a dream and men were still coming home from across 
the world with images and scars that would take a life time and longer to erase from their 
minds and bodies. A time when people were assured by routine and a determination to 
bring semblance back to a world that had for five or six years suffered unbelievable 
horrors and loss. 
 
Despite all the privations of rationing that were still in force we children never went hungry 
because each man and woman had learnt the skills of 'grow your own' vegetables and 
most gardens had chickens, so eggs were plentiful. Milk was delivered by Dixie Dean 
with his horse and milk float, produced by Fredrick's farm where my paternal grandfather 
milked the cows by hand and squirted a stream of milk at us kids when we took his lunch. 
Mr Biggs, the baker, always made the best bread and we collected it fresh each morning 
and we got up early each Good Friday to get our hot crossed buns (yes, once a year not 
like now where supermarkets have conspired to eradicate all festivals to a blur of 
convenience and profit). 
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If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,   
please contact please contact please contact Aliya ChowneyAliya ChowneyAliya Chowney   on on on 01763 27204001763 27204001763 272040   

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.comor email: aliyachowney@btinternet.comor email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com   

 

Friends of Orchard  Surgery  
 

A n n u a l  C r a f t  F a i rA n n u a l  C r a f t  F a i r  
 

Saturday 13th November 2010  10:00am  ɀ  3:00pm 
 

Benson Hall, Station Road, 
Buntingford 

 
 
 
 

Crafts ~ Bric-a-Brac ~ Cakes 
Refreshments 

Tombola ~ Face painting 
Raffle 

 
 

 
 
 

We are also supporting the children's hospice ɀ Cambridge E A C H 

 
 
Each day as paperboys we would go to Sid Matcell's newsagents (now the chemist) to 
collect our rounds and watch as he marked each parcel of papers whilst squinting from 
the smoke of the cigarette that dangled by his mouth? What happened to those days? 
 

Vyse 
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Naughty or Nice November 

November is the key month for Santa, together with 

your friends and family, to decide if you deserve that 

present you want depending on you having been 

naughty or nice.  It seems like this year Christmas has been in stock in stores 

along with the back to school and Halloween selection and I am sure that by 

the time Christmas actually turns up we will have all lost the excitement and 

suspense to find it slightly boring.  

At the moment I will admit that I am loving going to school and sitting through 

the classes that I choose and I have been lucky to have very good teachers, 

which I am guaranteed to have for the next year and a half. In ICT we go on an 

OCR national scheme not the GCSE structure; it is marked slightly differently 

as there is only three marks you can get (pass, merit, distinction) and below 

that you just get a fail. I have actually completed my first equivalent GCSE in ICT 

with a distinction which is the highest that can be achieved.  

October half-term went by in a flash and me and my family booked tickets to go 

RDD #/5. KHUD ¨#QHS@HM½R MDWS SNO LNCDK KHUD©u VD @KRN VDMS SN SGD /@SHNM@K 

Gallery in Trafalgar Square, London.  

Recently BBC blast held a 'Fashion Festival' at the Victoria and Albert museum 

and I was lucky enough to be asked to attend it with one of my best friends, 

Lydia. We had an awesome time and it included lectures, watching hair and 

makeup artists, career advice and creative styling and making our own head 

bands. It was a great experience for both of us as my friend would love to be in 

the fashion industry possibly as a makeup artist and I would love to pursue my 

passion in photography and journalism. We also had the chance to meet Erin 

O'Connor and Sarah Marshall, some of the well known people of the new 

FDMDQ@SHNM NE E@RGHNMq 8D FNS SN GD@Q SGDL HM wBNMUDQR@SHNM½ @MC @RJ SGDL 

questions in a spectacular auditorium. The V&A is amazing and in the lunch 

break of the festival we went and looked round the fashion exhibit and went to 

the gift shop where I bought some very extravagant looking books with 

amazing fashion advice and photography in them from the ages. It was a great 

day and I will always remember it.  

 

Natasha Morrison 
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B U N T I N G F O R D  W . I .B U N T I N G F O R D  W . I .B U N T I N G F O R D  W . I .    
 

The speaker at our October meeting was Richard Thomas and his talk 'A walk with the 
Admiral' sounded as if was something nautical. Far from it: it was the result of his 
curiosity concerning his house and its address – Thrift House, Admiral's Walk. 
 

In 1199 there is a reference in the Manorial Rolls to a piece of land known by various 
spellings down through the centuries as Four Leys, part marsh and part good grazing. It 
was rented through the centuries to various tenants by the Marquis of Salisbury for the 
sum of a noble twice a year (a noble being two thirds of a pound). With the help of the 
Archivist at Hatfield house Richard found 37 references to this piece of land, including a 
map dated 1593. In 1855 the Enclosure Act caused the land to be split into four pieces, of 
various sizes. An estate agent at that time, Alexander Mackenzie, bought three of the 
pieces, divided them into 32 strips and offered them for sale at Auction. Only six strips 
were sold then and in his lifetime and one of the houses was called Thrift House. 
 

Richard told us of the various owners of the houses built there, and their subsequent 
fortunes. Gradually the rest of the land was built on and a community was formed, many 
of whose descendents still live there in the original houses. As for the Admiral, he used to 
live close by and exercised his dogs on Four Leys before it was developed and 
Mackenzie named his new road after the Admiral. 
 

Richard told us so much more, including how one of the families earned enough to 
become millionaires, another worked, then owned the watercress beds that supplied 
London and Lyons Corner Houses with water cress. A fascinating talk about a piece of 
land and its development over nearly a thousand years! 
 

Our next meeting on Thursday 11th November at the United Reformed Church Hall 
(7:45pm) will be our Annual Meeting (and also our birthday) and there will be a display of 
Members' Crafts. Visitors are welcome at all our meetings. 

Val Hume 

 

Aspenden Festival Committee 
 

Invite you to 
 

An evening of Cheese & Wine 

and Live Music  
 

Saturday 6 th  November 

at 7:30pm 

The Bell House, Aspenden  

Tickets price £12 Tel: 272420  
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Since last month's report all three teams seem to be going from strength to strength! 
 
The First Team continue to bang in the goals and recently recorded three impressive 
victories against Old Parmiterians (9-2), Hertford Heath (4-0) and Kimpton Rovers (6-1). 
The victory over Hertford Heath saw the team play their best football of the season so far 
and confidence is high. The only blemish on the side’s recent record was the Herts 
Intermediate Cup defeat at home to Sarratt Reserves (4-1). But, despite the 
disappointment, the team bounced back a week later with that terrific performance 
against Heath which shows a great deal of character and self-belief within the squad. The 
team moved up to 5th position in the league at the start of October, and looks poised for 
success! 
 
The Reserves have also had some great results and in fact won their first five games of 
this campaign; it's a long time since any Buntingford side has had a start like that! Again, 
goals have been aplenty, and victories over Harpenden Rovers (3-2), Knebworth (4-2) 
and a Herts Junior Cup win over Ware Lions Old Boys (3-1) have shown that our second 
string now take some stopping. Again there has been one blemish on this record with a 
defeat against a strong Cuffley Reserves, the 4-2 scoreline being about right, but the 
performance was more than satisfactory against a team in the division above them. 
 
The Veterans have also been hitting the back of the net with two impressive results, a 4-0 
win over Braughing Vets and a 6-3 result against Old Minchendonians despite going two 
goals down in the first 20 minutes of the game. Unhappily, Royston turned us over by four 
goals to two, although to be fair the result does not give an accurate indication of how 
tight the game was; a week later another defeat at Enfield (2-1) was a huge 
disappointment but I am sure the lads will bounce back sooner rather than later. 
 
On Sunday 31st October we will be holding our annual Firework Display at The Bury and 
we hope to give you something different this year as the pyrotechnics will be 
choreographed to music – a first for us, and maybe even a first for the Town! 
 
So, on and off the pitch, things seem to be going well – let's hope it stays that way! 
 
Forthcoming Fixtures (see www.buntingfordtownfc.com for the latest fixtures and 
results) 
 
  

 Chris Thurgill – chairman, Buntingford Town FC 

Date Fixture 

 

Sat 30th October 
Sun 31st October  
Sat 6th November  

 

First Team v St Peters (League) Away k/o 14:30    
Veterans v Wilbury Vets (Friendly) Home k/o 10:20 
Reserves v Sun Postal Rovers (Herts FA Junior Cup) Away k/o 13:30 

 
 

B U N TINGF ORD  T OWN  F C  
w w w . b u n t i n g f o r d t o w n f c . c o m  
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MMMEETEETEET    YOURYOURYOUR    LOCALLOCALLOCAL    PCSOPCSOPCSO 
 

 
 

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support 
Officer Amanda Higham or you just want to say hello, she will be at the specified venues 
as listed below.                                                               (Times are subject to change at short notice) 

 

Telephone 0845 33  00  222  

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue: 

Sun 7th  

 
 
 

Wed 17th  
 
 

 
Mon 29th  

11:00am – 11:30pm 

11:35pm – 12:00pm 
12:05pm – 12:30pm 
 

5:00pm – 5:30pm 
5:35pm – 6:00pm 
6:05pm – 6:30pm 

 
1:00pm – 1:30pm 
1:35pm – 2:10pm 

2:15pm – 2:45pm 

Outside Village Hall, Brent Pelham 

Outside Church, Anstey 
Outside Church, Wyddial 
 

Recreation Ground, Braughing 
Haystreet / Green End 
High Street, Hare Street 

 
Outside Village Hall, Stocking Pelham 
Furneux Pelham Village 

Outside Village Hall, Albury 

Amanda 

 
 
 

Amanda 
 
 

 
Amanda 

THE BOOK SALE IN REED  
A great selection of fiction, non -fiction, paperbacks, hardbacks, 

new and not so new!  
 

Fr iday  12 t h  an d  Sa tu rday  13 t h  No vember  

9:00am to 5.00pm  

 at St  Mar y 's  Church,  Ree d 
 

Reed cards and candles also on sale and a 

cup of tea or coffee while you browse.  
 
 

 
 
 

All proceeds will go to St Mary's Church, Reed 
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The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not 

necessarily those of the editor. 

Louise Hampton of Attend 2 Health is made a Fellow of Louise Hampton of Attend 2 Health is made a Fellow of 

the British Chiropractic Associationthe British Chiropractic Association   
  
At an awards evening in Warwick in September, Louise Hampton was awarded a 
Fellowship of the British Chiropractic Association in appreciation of the work performed 
on behalf of the association.  Louise is one of the youngest Chiropractors to ever receive 
the award and stated "It is a great honour to be given such an award; I have worked hard 
over the past few years representing the membership as a council member and chairing 
the New Graduate Committee." Louise is passionate about her profession; wanting the 
best for patients and doing all she can to achieve this. 
  
Louise owns Attend 2 Health in Buntingford and works alongside acupuncturist Randal 
Pinto, massage therapist Estelle Chopra and foot care practitioner Joanne Taylor.  The 
clinic was set up three years ago and has gone from strength to strength striving to 
provide the best possible care for its patients. For more information call 01763 87 80 87 
or visit the website www.attend2health.co.uk 
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ASHFORDS AND CARTERS CLOSE 

RESIDENTS 
  

are holding a  
  

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
  

in the Communal Room  
 

at Ashfords, Garden Road 
  

on 

Saturday November 20th   

at 10:30am 
  

ǂǂǂ         Ǆ   ǅ   Ǆ   ǅ   Ǆ   ǅ   ǃǃǃ   
P L A Y  B R I D G EP L A Y  B R I D G EP L A Y  B R I D G E    

open to all experienced players 
 

at Buntingford Bowls Club 
Wyddial Road 

 
Mondays 7pm for 7.15 start 

 

Tea and refreshments provided 
Bar available 

Chicago 
No need to book – £2.50 per session 

 
For further information phone: Gwen 01763 272775 

or Eddie 07976 896718 
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 The committee was re-elected en bloc at the AGM. If you 
are interested in joining them you would be made very 
welcome.  
 

The subs will remain at £15 for the year, £2 for visitors and £11.50 for members of other 
U3A's. There are separate charges for the different interest groups. Membership fees are due 
in January and renewal forms will be available at the meeting on 8 th November when our 
speaker is Ben Fenton on Books in Travel. 
 

First meeting of the Music Appreciation group will be on Mon 5th Nov 2pm – 3:30pm, at the 
Buntingford Library. The theme is Show Songs and Musical Memories to bring and share, take 
along your favourite, phone Mary on 273154. First meeting of the Carpet Bowls is on Thursday 
24th Nov at 10am at Buntingford Bowls Club, phone Julia on 272584 or June on 272594. The 

next meeting of Buntingford Over the Last 70 years will be on Tuesday 23rd Nov at 10am at the 
Seth Ward Community Centre, phone Val or Trevor on 272135. 
 

For more details please phone Christine Jeffries on 01763 273466.  

First Monday 1st Nov 
Contact Hilary Curtis 

Craft Group 
01763 272323 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Plastic canvas work 

First Thursday  4th Nov 
Contact Linda Hood 
Group now has a waiting list 

Walking Group (2hours plus) 
01763 272020 

10:00am – 12:00pm 
Local Footpaths 
 

3rd Monday 15th Nov 
Contact Mary 

Music appreciation 
01763 273154 

2:00pm – 3:30pm 
Buntingford Library 

One to one 
Contact Colin Gibbons 

Family History 
01763 271398 

Finding Info to share with  

family/friends, group session 

Last Tues 30th Nov 
Contact Mick Westwood 

Strollers Group 1 (Gentle stroll) 
01763 272594 

 TBA 

4th Wednesday 24th Nov 
Contact Hilary Curtis 

Walkers Group 2  (1hour plus) 
01763 272323 

10:30am 
  

3rd Thursday 18th Nov 
Contact Gill Southgate 

Coffee & Chat 
01763 271892 

Phone for details 
2:00pm – 4:00pm 

4th Thursday 25th Nov 
Contact Alan Rumble £3 

Computers (all levels) 
01920 823608 

2.00pm – 4:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre 

2nd  Friday  12th Nov 
Contact David Smith £3 
POSS CHANGE TO 19TH 

Digital photography 
01763 849023 or 01763 271892 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
URCH 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays 
Contact Christine Jeffries 

Singing for Pleasure 
01763 273466 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Wyddial 

Every Tuesday 
Contact Alan Smith £5 

Bridge for Beginners  Tutored 
01763 287657 

10.00am -12.00pm 
Various homes 

Various 
Contact Val Lochead 

Out to Lunch 
01763 271961 

Various 

Various 
Contact Evelyn Smith 

Social Outings 
01763 272241 

Local theatres, meals out, 

quiz nights etc 
Mondays 
Contact Dave Austin £3 

Multi Activity Group 
01763 272066 

10:00am – 12:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre 

3rd Wed 17th Nov 
Contact  Anne Austin 

Reading Group 
01763 272066 

2:00pm 
Various houses 

27th Nov 
Contact Linda Grace 

Art Group 
01920 438220 

 Artshead Westmill Farm 

Every Wednesday 
Contact Dave Austin £3 

Table Tennis 
01763 272066 

2:00pm – 3:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre 

Every Wednesday 
Contact Christine Griffiths 

Badminton 
01763 272975 

3:15pm – 4:15pm 
Seth Ward C Centre £2 
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What is Baby yoga?What is Baby yoga?   
 

Yoga with babies aged 12 weeks and over includes for both parents 
and babies all the components of classic yoga, warming up in 
preparation for stretches, postures and movements and always 
following with deep relaxation of the body and mind. Using breath 
throughout the practice of yoga is important; it enhances the flow of 
energy, is calming, helps to focus and prevents straining or forcing 

muscles. Action songs and rhymes are used sporadically as babies love this. Classes 
combine some repetition with new movements. Classes are fun and informal allowing 
some time at the end to socialise with other parents. 
 

Gentle Movements versus Vigorous Movements 
A yoga routine with a baby new to yoga is very gentle, becoming more active as your baby 
gets older. Routines involve a combination of floor work, swings, dips and relaxation. 
Some babies enjoy more vigorous movements, some are more sensitive and need gentle 
movements, the pace should also be guided by how strong your baby is for example, 
some movements are not suitable until your baby has good neck control. Movements can 
also be adapted according to if you want to stimulate or relax your baby 
 

How can yoga benefit babies and parents? 
For babies: The combination of touching, stroking, stretching and movement gives a 

powerful overall stimulation to babies. The classes will help strengthen the spine, open up 
the shoulders and hips, develop supple joints and improve the function of all the body 
systems (respiratory, circulatory, digestive, eliminative, nervous and immune) so may help 
with physical problems such as colic, constipation, reflux etc. The stimulation followed     
by deep relaxation can help to promote a healthy peaceful sleep. Tactile stimulation 
contributes to the development of the brain and nervous system so helping enhance your 
baby’s strength, co-ordination and maturity. 
 

For parents: The gentle stretches, exercises and breathing may help gently tone the 

body, relieve aches and pains, assist mothers with post natal exercises such as pelvic 
floor, regain and maintain health posture after birth  whilst the relaxation can help produce 
a feeling of relaxation and calm and help restore energy levels and balance. The more a 
parent relaxes, the more your baby experiences this relaxation and copies. A healthy 
parent is more able to care for a baby. A relaxed baby who is supported emotionally will be 
healthier both physically and emotionally being more able to cope with future challenges. 
We are born sociable and babies love to interact from a very young age with each other as 
well as with the parents. The classes allow parents to also share experiences and support 
each other at this intense time. 
 

Baby yoga is a wonderful fun activity to do for both parent and child as it helps promote 
bonding. The yoga can enhance the confidence parents have in handling their babies. By 
focusing on each other with your eyes, voice, smell, touch you learn about each other in 
many ways both physically and emotionally. Positive hormones are produced in you and 
your baby’s bodies which help rebalance your bodies physically and emotionally. Baby 
yoga can be a wonderful follow-on from baby massage which has been proven to help 
many babies physically and emotionally (including premature babies) as well as help 
mothers with post-natal depression, but also can be taught on its own. The word yoga 
actually means ‘union’ and it is wonderfully evident when you attend the classes. 
 

For more information on baby massage and baby yoga classes call Penny Constantinou 
(CIMI and Birthlight) on 07944 416572. 

Penny Constantinou www.babymassageherts.co.uk 
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News from Freman CollegeNews from Freman CollegeNews from Freman College   
 

Freman College celebrates European Day of Languages 
 

Freman College's classrooms and corridors were alive with students calling Hola!,Guten 
Tag, Salut, Latha Math and Czesc as it celebrated the European Day of Languages on 
24th September. Teachers took registers in different languages and the languages 
department was decorated in flags and bunting. At breaktime, students organised a cake 
stall selling pan au chocolats, croissants and berliners – German jam donuts. Carol 
Ringhofer, Head of German, commented: "It was a really successful day and one which 
we hope will be an annual event for the college. The aim of the day was to celebrate 
linguistic diversity in Europe and promote the learning of languages. The students really 
embraced the activities and celebrations – it was a really fun day." 
 

PSHCRE Day  
 

Students from Freman College came dressed to impress and get a foot on an imaginary 
career ladder on Thursday 7th October. As part of Personal, Social, Health Citizenship 
and Religious Education (PSCHRE) Day, Year 11 students were encouraged to think 
about their careers and where they would like to be in five years' time. 
 
Each one of the 210 students received a letter in the morning inviting them to a 'mock job 
interview'. Every classroom and office became an interview room for the day. The 
interviewers who kindly volunteered to help on the day were from a wide range of 
backgrounds – Chamber of Commerce, parents from partner first and middle schools, 
Governors and leaders in local businesses. 
 
Helen Loughran, Headteacher, commented: "Our students looked very smart for their 
interviews and learnt how to present and conduct themselves in a professional manner. 
Some were even nervous before their interview – excellent skills and preparation for 
when they get into the world of work. Our interviewers were very impressed with the 
calibre of our students. It was a huge amount of work to organise a day like this and 
thanks must go to each and every one involved." 
 
Whilst E Year got to grips with their mock interviews, A Year  enjoyed an 'Enterprise Day' 
full of challenges and competitions; I Year discussed the dangers of drugs, smoking and 
alcohol, the Lower Sixth visited Cambridge museums and the Upper Sixth enjoyed being 
'President for the Day' or enjoyed London art galleries. It was a very busy day! 

 



 37 

 

Bunt ingford BoxesBunt ingford BoxesBunt ingford Boxes   
We are once again repeating our successful community initiative. 

Headed by Buntingford Youth Council 
 

Fill a shoe box with essentials and small treats for one of our 
front line soldiers in Afghanistan 

 

Maximum weight 1.8kg (4lb) ï do not seal the boxes, we will tape them up and label them. 
 

Ideas for inclusion: Shower Gel ǐ disposable razors ǐ lip salve ǐ sweets ǐ socks 
blank greetings cards ǐ tooth brush tooth paste ǐ jar Vaseline ǐ wet wipes ǐ Pringles 

chewing gum ǐ pens ǐ emery board ǐ hand lotion ǐ magazines 

*Please no chocolate or aerosols. 
 

Please mark  your  box  ï Male or  fema le  
 

Include a personal note and email address if you have one. 
 

Cut off date Friday 26th November 2010. 
 

Please bring your boxes to 

The Town Clerk, 
The Manor House, 

Buntingford SG9 9AB. 

Tel: 01763 272222 
Email btc.manorhouse@btclick.com 

 

Your gift will mean a lot to a British Soldier 

 
 
 
 

Open Evening 2010 
 

This September brought the college's busiest Open Evening to date. Parents and children 
from the local middle schools, and beyond, turned out in droves, despite appalling 
weather, to find out more about Freman College. Over 300 of the college's students also 
turned out to welcome our visitors; prefects welcomed people as they arrived, I Years 
provided guided tours and students of all ages came in to work in different subject areas.  
 
The evening finished with speeches, not just from the Headteacher but more importantly 
from an I Year student – Hollie Reader, Head Boy, George Saggers, and a parent  – Mrs 
Bowden.  While Ms Loughran focussed on the college's outstanding exam results, the 
students and Mrs Bowden highlighted the fantastic range of extra-curricular opportunities 
at the college and the quality of pastoral care. The evening was a great success and the 
feedback from prospective parents and students was very complimentary. 
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FFFORTHCOMINGORTHCOMINGORTHCOMING   EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS   

Monday 1st November 2010 ï Race Night  
This evening in aid of Isabel Hospice is being held at Stag Hall, Great Munden nr. Ware 
Herts (by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Michael Wentworth-Stanley). The Special Events 
Committee invite you to join them for an evening of racing and fun at the Race Night 
marquees. Join us with your friends and family, make up a party or join a mixed table. 
Add your support to the evening by: 
 Å Sponsoring a Race ~ Ã200 
 Å Owning a Horse ~ Ã25  
Champagne prizes for the winning owners. 
Tickets: £47.50 per person to include supper and table wine. For ticket applications and 
enquiries phone Suzanne Coleman on 01438 717406. 
 
Saturday 13th November 2010 ï Jumble Sale, Thundridge 2:30pm ï 4:30pm 
Venue: Thundridge Village Hall. Time: 2.30pm. 20p entry. Come and grab some 
bargains. Contact Details 01920 462992.  
 
Saturday 20th November 2010 ï Lights of Love at Ware ï 4:00pm ï 5:00pm   
The Ware "Lights of Love" ceremony will be taking place at Van Hage Garden Centre. 
Isabel Hospice have eight ceremonies in the East Herts area. There will be a short carol 
service followed by countdown to lighting the tree. Donations will be made and lights will 
be lit in memory of loved ones at Christmas.  
 
Sunday 21st November 2010 ï Hanbury Manor Christmas Fayre ï 10:00am 
The Garden Court, Marriott Hanbury Manor, near Ware is once again the beautiful setting 
for this fabulous Christmas Fair in aid of Isabel Hospice. Come and see the many stalls 
with an array of wonderful gifts, food and shopping for Christmas. Lucky dip. 
Refreshments will be available throughout the day. Don't miss out – for more information 
please contact Renee Friend on 01279 755320. £3 entry, children free entrance.   
 
Friday 3rd December 2010 ï Lights of Love at Buntingford ï 6:00pm ï 7:00pm 
The Buntingford "Lights of Love" ceremony will be taking place at The Manor House, 
Buntingford, Herts. There will be a short carol service followed by countdown to lighting 
the tree. Donations will be made and lights will be lit in memory of loved ones at 
Christmas.  
 

Isabel Hospice website www.isabelhospice.org.uk 



 39 

 

 
 
 
 

 
As this half term draws to a close we can look back on some great events to begin the 
new year.  
 
This autumn we decided on a change to our usual 
Harvest Festival arrangements. As always, we 
held our Harvest Assembly in which the children 
shared poetry, songs and stories with their 
parents and invited guests from amongst the 
older residents of the town. The children gave a 
great performance and loved Rev Glyn's story 
involving jelly babies, long spoons and the 
message that we all need a little help from our 
friends!   
 

Following on from this, children from our 'Let's Get Cooking' Club served a homemade 
Harvest Lunch of soup, savoury scones and fruit crumble. It was a huge success – we 
served lunch to around sixty parents and friends. The 'Let's Get Cooking' team, led by 
Mrs Hall and Mrs Handy, did a brilliant job and got lots of compliments for their delicious 
lunch. All the ingredients were kindly donated by parents. Thanks to their generosity we 
were able to raise over £250 for the Bishop’s Appeal. The money will go to help people in 
Uganda buy and grow drought resistant seeds.  
 

Year 2 have been out and about in Buntingford looking at 
the old buildings and learning about their history. No one 
liked the idea of spending a night in the Cage! 
 

As part of their World War 2 topic, the Year 4s had a great 
day out at Duxford. They all dressed up as evacuees and 
learnt what 
school would 
have been like 
in wartime. 
Luckily they all 
came home at 
the end of the 
day instead of 
hav i ng  t o 

settle in with new families. The sun shone for 
them and they even had the treat of watching 
a Spitfire fly. 
 
 
If you would like to find out more about our school, please visit our website at 
www.layston.herts.sch.uk or contact us on 01763 271235. 
 

Gill Langley – Headteacher 

LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOLLAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOLLAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL    
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Poets CornerPoets Corner  

Unmade BedsUnmade BedsUnmade Beds    
 

Tubs and pots are stripped back and bare, 

... like a mattress when the sheets aren't there! 

I've de-seeded, cut back and dug around 

      in the rich dark soil... in the black dank ground. 
Mr brown bin... full of leaves and branches... 

      a harvest of deadness... in the dark it blanches. 

We've dug in compost... planted in depths of five... the inches needed for bulbs 
to come alive! 

Red leaves are redder, crisp and more fragile... BUT, green shoots in spring will 

grow lithe and more agile. 

  
Let us tarry awhile while the garden sleeps, 

While birds don't sing... no we hear not a peep. 

Underneath an eiderdown of mist and grey and snow...  
Spring's  gently idling... to give us such a show.      

 

Teresa Bonner 

 
P o l i t i c a l  c o r r e c t i o n  

 

Is this your mad week 
or your hungry week? 

Your sad week 
or your angry week? 

 
My weeks are all the same – 
no aches, no sweat, no tears, 
just bodily monotony. Shame 

I couldn't be a girl for a few years 
 

(on second thoughts, perhaps a week or two – 
or even just an afternoon would do!) 

 
Guy Mace 



 41 

 

Sunday 1st  
 

Tuesday 3rd  
 

Thursday 5th  
 

Sunday 8th  
 
 

Tuesday 10th  
 

Thursday 12th  
 
 

Sunday 15th  
 

Tuesday 17th  
 

Thursday 19th  
 

Sunday 22nd  
 

Tuesday 24th   
 

Thursday 26th  
 

Sunday 29th  

Wallington, Sandon, Rushden – 11 miles. Leader Tricia 01438 880553. 
 

Morning walk Standon – 5½ miles. Leader Ray 01763 272748. 
 

Morning walk Wadesmill – 5 miles. Leader Ray 01763 272748. 
 

Elmdon, figure of eight walk – 5 miles + 3 miles. Leader Hazel 01763 
848349. 
 

Morning walk Wimpole – 5½ miles. Leader Gerry 01223 870403. 
 

Morning walk Hemingford Abbots – 5½ miles. Leader Lesley 01763 
241525. 
 

Weston, Graveley – 9 miles. Leader David 01763 247572. 
 

Morning walk Weston, Graveley – 6 miles. Leader David 01763 247572. 
 

Morning walk Balsham – 5½ miles. Leader Alan 01223 840963. 
 

Ampthill, Maulden – 12 miles. Leaders Roger & Linda 01462 453752. 
 

Morning walk Elmdon – 6 miles. Leader Norman 01763 208851. 
 

Morning walk Walkern – 6 miles. Leader Michele 01462 637874. 
 

Colliers End – 11 miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038. 

get more out of walking with the Ramblers 
Royston and Distr ic t  Group  

Walks for November 

QuizAid  

on Fr iday 19on Fr iday 19 thth   NovemberNovember  

in the URC Hall (opposite Buntingford Post Office) 

Teams of up to 6 people 

Tickets £7 per person including light supper 

Prompt 7.30pm start 

For more information and tickets contact Evelyn on 01763 272241  

 

Have fun and support people in need at the same time!  
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Minibus trips for November 2010 

Thurs 4th 

 

Fri 5th 
 
 
Tues 9th 
 

Thurs 11th 

 
Tues 16th 
 
 
Thurs 18th 
 

Mon 22nd 
 

 

Tues 23rd 
 

 
Wed 24th 

9:30am – 12ish 
 

10:30am – 3:00pm 
 
 
10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
9:30am – 12ish 
 
10:30am – 3:00pm 
 
 
9:30pm – 12ish  
 
10:00am – 4:30pm 
 
 
10:00am – 4:30pm 
 
 
9:30am – 12ish 

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 

Brookfield Centre – Boots, M&S, Argos, 
Next, Tesco etc 
 
Van Hage Garden Centre 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 
 
Welwyn Garden City – John Lewis, M&S, 
Debenhams, WH Smith, Boots etc 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 
Milton Keynes Shopping Centre – BhS, 
John Lewis, M&S, Debenhams, etc. etc. 
 
Milton Keynes Shopping Centre – BhS, 
John Lewis, M&S, Debenhams, etc. etc. 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £6 
 
 

Bus £5 
 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £6 
 
 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £11 
 
 

Bus £11 
 
 

Bus £4 

December 2010 

Thurs 2nd 
 
Sun 5th 

9:30am – 12ish 
 
2:30pm leave 

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 
Trip to see London Christmas Lights. Café/
toilet stop en route. Home 7:00 – 7:30ish 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £10 

B A L AB A L AB A L A   
Bunt ingford  Act ion  f o r  the Less Ab le  

Registered Charity No. 1094426 

To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708 

Coffee MorningCoffee MorningCoffee Morning    
 

at Benson Hall, Buntingford 
 

Wednesday 17th 10:30am ï 12noon 
 

Coffee ß Bria-a-Brac ß Cakes ß Raffle ß Marmalade 
 

Proceeds for the Mini-bus 
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Gardening Year  Gardening Year  Gardening Year  ïïï NovemberNovemberNovember   

Despite what you may think there is a lot you can be doing in the garden in November.  
It's time to get your borders tidy and the veg patch cleared and dug over. This month can 
be quite wet so take advantage of any good gardening days that come along. On wet 
days start planning what you are going to do in the garden next year. 
 

General 

¶ Dig or fork over all bare areas of earth especially your vegetable patch. 

¶ Lag outdoor taps and drain hose pipes. 

¶ Keep tidying the leaf falls so there is not a build up, especially on the lawn. 
 

Vegetables 

¶ Harvest sprouts and leeks and dig up and store carrots and parsnips. 

¶ When clear dig over the veg patch adding organic matter as you go. 

¶ Sow broad beans and plant winter salads. 
 

Trees and Shrubs 

¶ Cut back tall shrubs to protect from wind damage. 

¶ Check all ties are secure on newly planted trees. 

¶ Continue to plant bare rooted trees, shrubs, roses and hedging. 

¶ Start pruning overgrown shrubs and apple trees. 

¶ Prune grape vines before Christmas. 
 

Lawns 

¶ Continue mowing but raise cutting height of blades. 

¶ If lawn is dry enough use a rotary lawn mower on a high setting to pick up leaves.  
The resulting shredded leaf and grass cuttings make excellent compost material. If 
too wet hand rake leaves off lawns weekly. 

 

Flowers & Patio Pots 

¶ After the first hard frost dig up dahlia tubers and start the drying process. 

¶ Plant tulips and other spring bulbs in beds and containers. 

¶ Protect containers from frost and cold winds. 
 

Ponds 

¶ If you missed it last month do your autumn clear out. 

¶ Divide any overgrown marginal plants. 

¶ Cover ponds with netting to keep out falling leaves and clean pump filters. 
 

Top Tips 

¶ If you have pots with plants to over winter, place them in a sheltered spot to protect 
from wind and wrap containers in bubble wrap to prevent freezing. 

¶ Don't forget the birds!  Provide a regular supply of food and fresh water. 

¶ Good time to dig up perennial weeds ensuring you remove all of the roots. 
Brian Lemay 

brianlemay@btinternet.com  
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The costumes have been put away and the paperwork completed and for the committee 
the end has finally come for the 2010 Buntingford Carnival. 
 
As has been in the past our budget is very tight for the event, but if it were not for the 
generous support of the following organisations we would not be able to hold the event. 
 
So we would like to thank Buntingford Town Council, Buntingford Civic Society, 
Hertfordshire County Council through Councillor Jane Pitman, East Hertfordshire. District 
Council and the Buntingford Memorial Charity for their continued financial support. 
 
Support also comes from the businesses in Watermill and Park Farm Industrial Estates. 
Many thanks to all of them. 
 
The committee now have a break for a couple of months before we get together again in 
the new year to start sowing the seeds for the 2012 carnival. 
 
Remember the date June 23rd 2012. 
 
If there is anyone out there who feels that they would like to become involved on the 
committee please do not hesitate to contact me or any of the current committee. New 
blood is most welcome. 

Ashley Cantor – chairman  
Telephone 01763 272177  

Buntingford CarnivalBunt ingford CarnivalBunt ingford Carnival    

                     

BUNTINGFORD HERITAGE CENTRBUNTINGFORD HERITAGE CENTR EE 

 

What does Arthur Smith and silk thread have in common? 
 

Take a look at the latest Heritage Centre display in the foyer of 
the Manor House and you will find out. 

 
It's not as strange as you think. 

 
If there is something of interest about Buntingford's past that you would like  to 

have explained in a display please let us know. 
 

Don't forget you can buy Buntingford memorabilia at the Manor House.  

 

The Her i tage  Centre  Commit tee  ï 01763 272177  
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Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford 
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be 
purchased from: 
 

A CUT ABOVE ·  BASRAS SUPERMARKET · CO-OP SUPERMARKET  
COUNTRY FLOWERS · DELISSIMO · FLUTTERBY'S 

HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION · KIRKHAMS · MARK DOEL  
PEARCE'S FARM SHOP · PIGGOTTS ·  QUILLER BOOKS · WESTMILL TEA ROOM  

Preparing for Transition?Preparing for Transition?         

 
Imagine discovering an energy source so versatile that it could power 90% of modern 
transportation, help in the production of 95% of industrial goods, provide a three fold 
increase in agricultural crop yields and supply our government (alongside gas) with 30% 
of its corporation tax receipts. 
 
You just struck oil! But here's the rub. 100 years ago you only had to puncture Texan 
ground to make oil burst forth. Today we're burning natural gas to extract it from tar 
sands. The return on energy invested was once 100:1 – for tar sands it is closer to 2:1. 
As more and more energy is required to extract oil, less will be available to feed 
economic growth. The low price oil we've enjoyed for decades appears to be history.   
 
The Transition Town Network has highlighted some of the challenges this poses. It is 
working to build local resilience and it is not alone. Interest in allotment plots, car sharing 
and renewable energy is growing. Sustrans is encouraging us to walk, cycle and use 
public transport. People are getting their homes better insulated – a sensible first step 
faced with the prospect of rising heating costs.  
 
For further information visit www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk/saving  

Insulation cushions the impact of higher heating costs 
Photo courtesy of cocoonyourhome.co.uk 
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SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) 
 6th Nov  –  Love Cats our charity band with proceeds going to 
         Macmillan Nurses 
 13th Nov – Titan Disco – Our special family disco 
 20th Nov – Maxwell, Hammer and Smith do a tribute to Queen 
 27th Nov – Phase, a club favourite 
 4th Dec   – The Natalies – local band from Stevenage  

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT 
 

Don't forget to check out our page on facebook and our new website 
www.thebuntingfordsocialclub.co.uk  

BBBUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORD   ANDANDAND   DDDISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT   SSSOCIALOCIALOCIAL   CCCLUBLUBLUB   
C I U affiliated 

6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS 

Telephone 01763 271889 
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com 

www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 
 

āBIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAYā 
 

Guaranteed £150 minimum snowball prize. ALL WELCOME – start time 8pm 
 

Let's give you a reminder of events  

ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING 

ǆ   Live ente r ta inment on Sa turdays except  

2 nd Saturday in the month (unless otherwise announced)  Ǉ 
 

Plus:  Darts ▪  Pool  ▪  Snooker ▪  Wi i  console  
 

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool and Snooker 
 

AND DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD! 
We also have Happy Hour everyday 5:30pm to 6:30pm and Funday Sunday, 

where the juke box, pool table and snooker table are free all day 
 

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,           
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime. 

 
 

For your diaries 
 

19th Nov – IS CHILDREN IN NEED NIGHT – We are having wacky Wii racing,       
Tombola, Auction and more. All proceeds to Children in Need. 

Any donations greatly received. 
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Chr is tmas Lights  2010Chr is tmas Lights  2010   
 

 

Work on installing this year's display will commence on  Sunday 
31st. October and depending on conditions, the following two 
Sundays,  7th November and 14th November,  with the  switch-on 
at 1900 hrs on Friday 27th November in Market Hill.  
 
The lights will be taken down on Sunday 9th January 2011 after being switched off after 
the twelfth night.  
 
Regrettably three displays – both MERRY CHRISTMAS'S and WELCOME TO 
BUNTINGFORD will not be displayed this year. 
 
Last year, all these rope displays showed signs of failure, which was very disappointing in 
only the third year, but we have learned that both rope and LED rope lighting is subject to 
deterioration and in severe frosty weather and just a small amount of condensation drawn 
in through stretched joints causes this. 
 
Early in the year we did try to get the units repaired or replaced by the manufacturer in 
Germany but the price was prohibitive. Eventually we found a company in Norfolk 
prepared to repair at a reasonable cost and having delivered them in late March. Having 
chased several times, in late August we discovered the company had gone into 
administration. 
 
Fortunately, we have managed to recover the units but they still await repair and this is 
not only the sad news. Our suppliers have advised that the 15 watt golf ball bulbs we use 
are unlikely to be available next year and regrettably the replacement bulbs are going to 
be very expensive, even though they have a longer lasting life. 
 
The recent Mercury report did express some concerns for our Christmas Lights in the 
future but our efforts in 2011 will have to be towards fund raising. The matter was raised 
last week in the Resources Committee of the Town Council who has made a large 
contribution to the annual costs in recent years and the Town Centre Partnership of 
Chamber of Commerce and Town Centre Management Team, together with the Civic 
Society, will be asking the Town Council to meet to review next year's position. 
 
I feel sure that with local help we will overcome the problems just as we did when we had 
to meet Health and Safety issues with the electricity supply, but for this year enjoy the 
festive season as we 'Light up the Town!' 

 

Ken Durrant, John Warren and the team 
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 W i n t e r  W o n d e r l a n dW i n t e r  W o n d e r l a n d   
at Jenyns School, Braughing  

 

Friday 26 th November 5pm ï 8 .30pm  
 

For the kids: Rodeo Reindeer × Snowball 
Bungey Run × Carousel and much more...... 

 

For the adults: New this year! Carols from the "Braughing Sing" 
Choir × Fantastic raffle × Arts and Crafts × Crèche – giving you 

some much needed time for yourself! × Christmas shopping 
market stalls × Festive food and drink 

 
 

So come and join in the festive fun and 
support your local school! 

 
 

Check out the Jenyns First School and Nursery 
website for more details on: 

www.jenyns.herts.sch.uk 

Children's Christmas Party 
at Cottered Village Hall 

 

Sunday 12 th December 2010 
2:00pm to 5:30pm 

Age 0 - 14 years old 

 

T i c k e t s  £ 6  o r  £ 7  o n  t h e  d o o r .  U n d e r  1 1  m o n t h s  £ 3  
 

Price includes food, drink and a present! There will also be a raffle 

 
Meet Father  Christmas  
 

Tickets available from Catherine Chamberlain 
23 The Crescent, Cottered. Telephone 07837 761074 

 


