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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

First Saturday of the month, 10:00am — 12noon in the
Manor House

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 - 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 - 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 —13:00 CLOSED
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700
Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road

Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm

Open:



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

November
Sunday 1°

Tuesday 3™
Wednesday 4"

Thursday 5"

Sunday 8"
Monday 9"
Thursday 12"
Saturday 14"
Wednesday 18"
Friday 20"

Saturday 21°

Saturday 21°

Wednesday 25"
Thursday 26"

Friday 27"

Friday 27"

7:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Buntingford Family Firework
Extravaganza at The Bury. Discounts on advance tickets from The
Bury. Entry ticket prices on the day after 5:00pm £4 Child, £5 Adult or
Family ticket £12.

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society — Benson Hall.
Enquiries 01920 438482.

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock
Road, Buntingford.

8:00pm British Legion AGM at the Crown Public House, Market Hill.
(Please note change of date due to the Remembrance Service on
Sunday 8™.)

10:45pm Remembrance Service,
Buntingford

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford U3A Seth Ward Community Centre.
Speaker Anne Rowe on 'Unravelling the history of a Hamels Country
House.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall.

10:00am — 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Annual Craft Fair at
Benson Hall. See page 12 for full details.

12:00am — 1:30pm BALA Lunch Break Benson Hall. Soup & Roll
£1.50.

8:00pm Buntingford Railway and Local History Society. Speaker
Stephen Ruff on 'A mixed bag' at the Crown Public House.

War Memorial, Market Hill,

10:30am Ashfords Christmas Bazaar. Free admission, Raffle,
Tombola, Nearly New, Homemade Cakes and Mince Pies, Teas and
Coffees.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Layston School Christmas Fayre. See page 10 for
details.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

9:00am Buntingford Networking meeting at Buntingford Coffee Shop.
See page 18.

5:00pm — 7:00pm Millfield School Christmas Fayre. See page 34 for
details.

7:00pm Buntingford Christmas Lights Big Switch on. Market Hill,
Buntingford.



WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

MONDAYS

10:15am — 11:30am

10:30am — 12 noon

11:00am

6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm

7:30pm — 9:45pm

8:00pm

8:15pm
TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am
9:30am — 11:00am

1:00pm — 3:00pm

7:00pm — 8:15pm

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am

5:30pm — 7:00pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm

7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 8:30pm

8:00pm

‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery — every two weeks.
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen Harris
on 01920 821288.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter
Deacon on 01462 642922.

Ladies Exercise Class — Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on
01763 274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al
on 07739 131694.

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19 years,
held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell Cairns on
07889 288944.

Buntingford Learning for Fun 6-week course, 'The 70s in Retrospect',
tutor Stephen Barnard at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details.

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920
823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session.
Contact 01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term
time only.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to
5 years — £6.75 per session. All welcome — it is not necessary to be
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please call
01763 289942. Term time only.

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763
271010.

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course 'Music of London'
tutor John Winter at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details.

Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road.
Contact Mark on 07801 419800.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Classes in classical yoga, dealing with relaxation and meditation at Seth
Ward Community Centre. To book a place with Tom Newstead, who
has 20 years teaching experience, telephone 07900 654227.
Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al
on 07739 131694.

Ladies Exercise Class — Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681.

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.



WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

9:30am — 11:30am Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school).
Range of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities,
small world play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time
only. £2.50 per child (tea & coffee, snacks & juice included).

9:30am Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.

11:00am Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

1:00pm — 3:00pm Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18

months to 5 years — £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay
with their child 1:30pm — 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be
accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the
pre-school, however booking is required. Contact Kim Semple from
Little Artists on 01763 289942.

2:15pm — 2:45pm 'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet
or biscuit and a picture to colour.

5:30pm — 10:00pm Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell
on 01920 821722.

6:15pm — 7:00pm Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.

6:30pm — 8:00pm Buntingford Cricket Club Colts cricket coaching. Telephone Martin
Coote on 01763 271926 or Pete Townsend on 01763 272832.

8:00pm — 10:00pm Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.
FRIDAYS
9:30am — 10:30am Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

10:00am — 11:00am Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p
for additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Contact Mandy
Sims at Bramble Hill Children's Centre 07904 955141 while the

SATURDAYS organisers of Rhyme Time are on maternity leave.

9:00am — 12:30pm Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years.
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010.

2:15pm — 4:15pm 6 — 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre, United
Reformed Church Hall, Baldock Road. Contact 01438 232181 or email
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk .

2:00pm —4:00pm Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.
MONDAY - Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to Town
THURSDAY Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past.

MONDAY — FRIDAY Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763
273344 for an appointment.



OuT AND ABOUT IN NOVEMBER

Saturday 7" 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.
Friday 13" & 9:00am — 5:00pm Reed Book Sale at St Mary's Church Reed. See
Saturday 14" page 30 for full details.

Saturday 21° 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

Friday 27" 4:30pm — 9:00pm Christmas Market & Winter Wonderland,

Uplands, Braughing. See page 37 for full details.

LOOKING AHEAD

Friday 4" Buntingford Late Night Shopping and Christmas Market. See
December page 45 for details.

Friday 4™ 6:00pm — 7:00pm Lights of Love Ceremony, The Manor House,
December Buntingford.

Saturday 5" 7:30pm (doors open) 8:00pm (curtains up) Braughing Drama
December Group's Music Hall. See page 23 for full details.

Saturday 12" 7:30pm Braughing Music Society Choral Concert and Organ
December Recital. See page 36 for details.

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for
errors or omissions in this publication.

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040
or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com




EDITORIAL

As a new dog owner and having heard so much about the delights of walking dogs near
Layston Church, my husband and | decided to take our new pup for an adventure. We
drove to Layston, because at 12 weeks old her little legs wouldn't have enabled her to
walk all the way up there and back home as well as the planned outing around the fields.
We parked up and took the bridleway northwards, as we were new to the activity and had
no real idea which way to go. After a while we decided that we were going in the wrong
direction and armed with our not inconsiderable bag of puppy ‘poo’ walked a short
distance along Wyddial Road and then looped back onto a public footpath, with Alpacas
on our right. What a mistake that was! The path was only about 3-4 feet wide and awash
with 'dogs mess'. What sort of dog owner just leaves their dogs' poo liberally scattered
along an obviously well used thoroughfare? We would have liked to have enjoyed the
scenery as we walked, but had to keep our eyes riveted to the ground in fear of either of
us or our puppy, treading in some big 'mound'. (I say big as some were monstrous — far
too big for the owner not to have noticed!)

It is no wonder that dogs get bad press, but we all know its not their fault — it's their
owners. What selfish people they must be. Surely it can't be difficult to just pick it up in a
bag and take it with you. If you can't find a dog toilet bin then take it home and dispose of
it there.

| wouldn't dream of leaving the house without my supply of 'poo bags'
as, like most considerate pet owners, hate the thought of being
responsible for anyone treading in dog's mess. Although it can become
quite embarrassing when you go to pull out, what you think is a tissue
to blow your nose, only to find it is one of those bags. However, it is so
easy and much better for other pedestrians to be prepared and every
coat and fleece | posses, which has pockets, now contains dog treats
and some of these very cheap but oh so considerate little bags.
Dog owners — please don't leave home without one!

It is that time of year again and Christmas and the new year will be upon us before we
have time to blink. The next edition of the Journal is, as usual, a double issue, covering
December and January, so if you have any events coming up during that period, please
make sure you submit them by the deadline.

Deadline for the December/January Journal is

12noon on Tuesday 17" November 2009

Thanks go to Debbie Lemay for proof reading

Copy and diary entries:

Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor, by email

The ongoing concern over the future of St Bartholomew's Church has led us at St Peter's
to feel the need to explain how we have got where we are today, and why we believe that
a sale to Martin and Mandy is best for the building, even though St Peter's Church will not
benefit financially from the sale.

Buntingford, as a town, grew up on the edge of the much older Layston parish (and today
much of Buntingford town is actually located within Aspenden parish). About 400 years
ago the Revd Alexander Strange realised that St Bartholomew's in Layston was
inconveniently located for the people of Buntingford, so built St Peter's church on the edge
of the parish to serve the people of the town. While Buntingford as a town has grown
significantly over those 400 years, Layston village has not. St Bartholomew's is in a very
picturesque location for the graveyard, but sadly not a convenient location for regular
Sunday worship and so is no longer needed as a Church.

The maintenance of Church of England churches is almost entirely financed through
generous donations from the regular Sunday congregations. As can be imagined, the
costs of maintaining the very historic St Peter's church are a significant burden upon the
church members and have been for many years. Maintaining St Bartholomew's as well
became unaffordable over 50 years ago and so the roof of the nave was removed in 1954
as a cheaper alternative to repairing it. As a consequence of that decision, the ruin is now
unsafe and facing demolition unless somebody is willing to take it on and restore it.
Ironically the cost of maintaining a ruin is more than that of maintaining a watertight
building which is in use, and so were St Bartholomew's to remain a ruin it would always be
at risk of demolition if funds to maintain it dried up. Restoring the building and giving it a
new use is therefore the best way to ensure its long-term survival for many hundreds more
years.

When the Diocese of St Albans began looking for a suitable future for the building, it was
offered to the Town council in 2005. That offer was refused with the council stating on 4™
October 2005, "It is with very much regret that the council cannot consider a community
use for the building as the costs would be prohibitive."

The decision by St Albans diocese to sell the church for conversion into a house was
therefore made after much agony and soul searching, and after it had become apparent
that there was no other viable long-term alternative. The process has taken a long time
because the diocese is primarily concerned that the building be preserved for the very long
-term future, and that the amenity of the immediate area also is preserved. It takes a rare
person to want to live in a converted church, as it will always feel like a church and there
will be human remains inside and out, which cannot be removed or even disturbed (except
under very restricted circumstances governed by law). We are very grateful that people
have been found who can afford to restore St Bartholomew's, and who are happy to live
within these constraints. There will be restrictive covenants placed upon the property to
protect it for future generations (including rights of access to see the chancel monuments
by appointment), and | am sure that if any future owners of St Bartholomew's try to breach
them the covenants will be enforced by both the Diocese and the Town Council!

Incidentally, the churchyard immediately around St Bartholomew's was closed to new
burials in 1884 and the gravestones were moved to the edge of the graveyard more than



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

25 years ago because a number were unsafe and it also made maintenance and mowing
easier. This is not uncommon as the costs of maintaining graveyards are high and also
funded by the church congregations and churches have a responsibility to ensure that they
remain safe. In the case of the newer Layston graveyard, it costs the members of St
Peter's Church a significant sum of money each year (on top of a generous donation from
the Council) out of their own pockets to maintain it on behalf of all of us. This expense will
continue to be borne by St Peter's church members' generosity while the newer graveyard
is in use.

Yours sincerely Rev lan Hill

Dear Aliya by email

Could | leave a message for all the dog walkers who skulk into the footpath that is
attached to the playing fields in Norfolk Road and let their dogs mess there, thinking that
because it's hidden behind trees, they don't have to clear it up. | see them all the time
skulking in and leaving without their dog's mess.

My children and many more besides play in that area. The amount of times they tread in it
is untold. | would to think my children are playing in a park, not a cesspit.

The Norfolk Road park is PLAYING FIELDS where children and adults alike play sport.

Could the inconsiderate dog walkers please become more considerate to others and clean
up after their dog. You give all dog walkers who use that park a bad name.
Gail Johnson

Hi Aliya by email

| think you were a little hard on EHDC in last month's editorial, with regards to Alternative
Refuse Collections.

| was absolutely delighted to receive my new set of plastic bins, and the net was a bonus.
Isn’'t the large plastic bin a very pretty shade of blue? How thoughtful EHDC were not to
give us another bin in the boring old colours of grey, green and brown. The old bins almost
vanish into the streetscape, but the new blue one will really stand out.

Our dog is delighted with the small kitchen caddy as she can flip the lid up with her nose
and eat all the things that really upset her tummy. That's one way of processing food
waste | suppose, but more 'poo’ bags please EHDC.

This new process will benefit our power and water providers too. Think of all the extra
water we can use washing out our cans and bottles so we don't attract vermin. And all the
extra heat required in sterilising the raw food waste in our brown bins, before it can be
used for compost.

But | do think EHDC has missed one ftrick. It should have decorated the blue bin with a
circle of gold stars in recognition of those nice people in Brussels who started this all off.

Happy rubbish sorting.
Brian Lemay
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Dead editor, by letter

| would like to find out if anyone knows of a recycling base for greetings cards in the town.
It seems unnecessary for so many cards to be disposed with the other general household
rubbish.

Janet Smith
L]
Boxers to our soldicrs
Our soldiers in Afghanistan do so truly enjoy receiving a —
parcel from those of use at home - it shows them how

much we are thinking of them and how much we
appreciate all that they are doing. \ ﬁ

The parcel can be made up in a shoe box which should

not weigh more than 2 kilos when parcelled up. The

package may be sent FREE OF CHARGE from any UK Post Office.

Suggested contents are: biscuits, fruit cake, boiled sweets, books, magazines, CDs,
pot noodles, wet wipes, disposable razors, cereal bars, and powered drinks and
anything else you consider appropriate (no chocolate please).

The parcel should be addresses to:

Sgt Ben Greer, 1310 Flight, JHFA, OP Herrick BFPO 772
Thank you so much for your support

WISTOy, Layston C of E First School

Christmas Fayre

Scroov Saturday 21st November 2009
2pm - 4pm
Santa's Grotto * Grand Draw * Carols
Tombola Traders Raffle * Craft Stall

Games Xk Refreshments
& much more
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BUNTINGFORD W.I.

Gwynneth Grimwood was the speaker at our October meeting and she spoke
enthusiastically about Mercy Ships, an international Christian charity (based in
Stevenage), which enables poor people from developing countries to receive free medical
treatment. The current ship, called The Africa Mercy, used to be a roll-on roll-off ferry and
was transformed at a cost of £4,000,000 (entirely funded by a generous donation). The
400 or so workers on board are all dedicated volunteers who have to pay their own way.
The ship is currently at Benin and the volunteer medical professionals deal with problems
such as cleft lip, eye conditions and childbirth injuries, as well as working with local
communities to improve health care and advice.

Gwynneth said she thoroughly enjoyed the time she spent on the ship seven years ago
and vowed that she would go back, but since then she has been too busy giving talks to
raise awareness about Mercy Ships to groups such as ours. She told us that the speaker
network has raised some £46,000 for the Charity.

Our monthly light-hearted competitions usually reflect the subject of the talk and this
month it was 'a paper boat'. The winning entry was an impressive galleon, although it
appeared to be sinking somewhat at the end of the evening!

Also at the meeting there was a selection of Christmas cards for 'Save the Children'. We
also planned our forthcoming trip to see 'Carousel' at Stevenage.

November is our Annual Meeting when we hope to get a flood of volunteers who want to
join the Committee. We meet on the second Thursday of every month at the United
Reformed Church Hall, Baldock Road, at 7:45 p.m. Visitors are always welcome.

Blllllillglnnl's christmas Lights

big switch-on

Friday 27" November
at 7:00pm
on Market Hill




Friends of Orchard Surgery

Annual Craft Fair
Saturday 14™ November 2009 10:00am - 3:00pm

Benson Hall, Station Road, Buntingford

Crafts ~ Bric-a-Brac ~ Cakes ~ Refreshments
Tombola ~ Face painting ~ Raffle

We are also supporting the children's hospice - Cambridge EACH

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

All meetings are on a Monday evening at 7:30pm — 9:45pm at the Technical
Institute in Baldock Road, Buntingford. For more information, contact Nick

Howell on 07789 927 640.

2" Nov Canvas Art buntl nng rd
Weights & Fitness & district

9" Nov Cooking with Pasta youth CIUb
Weights & Fitness

16™ Nov Knife Crime Awareness
Weights & Fitness

23 Nov Hoodie Design
Weights & Fitness Club closed for

30" Nov Programme Planning & Pizza Christmas and new year
Weights & Fitness period and re-opens on

7" Dec Christmas Card Design 11" January 2010

Make UR Own Pizza

12




b,‘-\‘st & N"'s@’ b€\‘st & N""e,.
g % Millfield First and Nursery School £ H

ur 40" Anniversary Birthday Party was a huge success. The weather was
perfect and all the children had a great time. Hertfordshire Catering prepared
party food and the PTA and Staff served the children. We finished the party by
singing 'Happy Birthday to Millfield"!

We held our Harvest Assembly on Friday
October 9". Each Key Stage made a
contribution of a poem or song. We were
delighted that the hall was filled with so
many of our parents. We raised £133 for
'Water Aid', the chosen charity of the
School Council.

On Monday 19" October we had an accreditation visit from an assessor to see whether
we met the standards for the Becta Mark for 'Excellence in ICT' (Information
Communication Technology). We were delighted to hear that we had passed with flying
colours! Reaching this standard indicates the high quality of ICT that we offer at our
school. All the staff and children were delighted to hear this good news.

Kathy Willett
Head teacher

13



ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie

HOLY MASS is celebrated each:

Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm
Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham
Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

CONFESSIONS are ecach Saturday from 10:30am — 11.15am

United Benefice of
St. Mary's - Aspenden
St. Peter's — Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill
Church of England

Reverend lan Hill
Parish office 01763 271552
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER

Ist 9:30am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill  Holy Communion

11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Morning Prayer
4th 9:30am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Said Holy Communion (BCP)
8th 9:30am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Shortened Holy Communion

by service at War Memorial
9:30am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill Remembrance Service

10:45am War Memorial Service / Wreath Laying
11:15am St. Peter's — Buntingford Service of Remembrance
5:450m Nevetts Songs of Praise for Remem-
brance Sunday

15th 10:15am  St. Mary's — Aspenden United Holy Communion
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Family Praise

22nd 10:00am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Family Service
11:00am St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion

29th 10:15am  St. Mary's — Aspenden United Holy Communion
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" UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD

MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460
MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am
November 1 Holy Communion Rev Carole Pearl
8 Remembrance Sunday St Peter's
15 Morning Worship Arthur Briggnall
22 Morning Worship Dr J Bottoms
29 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie
December 6 Morning Worship Chris Wright

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all
children and young people.

The Bright Hour — a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting
speakers — meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on
the first Friday of the month.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk

’o’ Christmas

d

on Saturday 21* November at 10:30am

Free admission % Raffle % Tombola % Nearly New
Homemade Cakes and Mince Pies % Teas and Coffees
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‘ BUNTINGFORD TOWN FC

www.buntingfordtownfc.com

| am pleased to report that at last our First Team has recorded a win; it was beginning to
look like the nightmare was going to continue forever!

Not that it was easy — although it should have
been more comprehensive than it was. In the
Herts Intermediate Cup, at home to
Allenburys Sports, we went into the half time
interval 2-0 up. This lead was then reduced to
2-1 shortly after the restart and the opposition
scored again midway through the half. Town
then put themselves 4-2 up with 5 minutes to
go, but conceded two more goals, much to
the dismay of the home crowd. A nail-biting
period of extra time beckoned.

Rino Bussola (no. 8) slides the ball past the
Allenburys keeper to score Town'’s third.

An end-to-end passage of play then ensued,
but the deadlock was finally broken when
Town scored twice midway through the
second period of extra time to make the score 6-4. Amazingly, yet again Allenburys replied
with a goal of their own and we were all made to sweat on the result with the prospect of a
penalty shootout should the gutsy opposition play their Houdini card once more.

Thankfully Town team held on and progressed to Round 2 where they will face Bishop's
Stortford Swifts.

Unfortunately the Reserves are still looking for their first victory; indeed at the time of
writing both sides have yet to register a league win. But, the cup-tie with Allenburys was
just the tonic the club needed, and I'm sure things will pick up as the season progresses.

The Vets recently recorded a staggering 5-3 victory over their Royston Town counterparts,
a result which a few years ago we could only have dreamed of. Congratulations to Robin
Clark and his side and let's hope for victory over Harpenden Rovers Vets in the Herts FA
Veterans Cup at The Bury on 8" November.

Before then though, we are busy organising our major fundraiser of the season, the Family
Fireworks Extravaganza at The Bury, which will take place on Sunday 1% November. The
doors open at 5pm and the fireworks start at 7pm. Have a drink at the bar while you wait!
Last year's event went down very well and this year we are hoping it will be a well
attended and enjoyable event for young and old alike.

Date Time Team Opposition

Sat 31 Oct | 14:30 First Team | Letchworth Garden City Eagles (League, home)

14:30 Reserves Chipperfield Corinthians Res. (League, home)

Sun1% Nov 10:30 Veterans Wilbury Vets (Friendly, home)

Sat 7" Nov 14:00 First Team | Walkern Rangers (League, away)

14:00 Reserves Mill End Sports Res. (League, home)

Sun 8" Nov | 10:30 Veterans Harpenden Rovers Vets (Herts FA Veterans Cup, Home)

Visit our website, www.buntingfordtownfc.com, for the latest results, fixtures and club
news.

Chris Thurgill

Chairman, Buntingford Town FC
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 citizens
Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm advice
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm bureau
Wednesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

Tour operator goes bust

Q. My daughter and her boyfriend lost money when the tour operator they had
booked their holiday with went bust some months ago. Since then they've been
trying in vain to get a refund but have almost given up as they seem to be getting
nowhere despite endless phone calls and emails. Is there anything more they can
do?

A. The first thing to check is whether your daughter and her boyfriend bought a ‘package
holiday’ (this is a deal that includes at least two of these elements: transport;
accommodation; other tourist services that are a significant component of the deal, and
it's prearranged and was sold for an inclusive price, and it lasts more than 24 hours or
includes an overnight stay.) They might have bought accommodation and travel from
separate companies.

If it's a package there are regulations that cover things like your rights to certain
information before the holiday, cancelling if the dates or price are changed, and a scheme
to protect your money and get you home if the tour operator goes bust.

If you book a package holiday which includes air travel you should be protected by the Air
Travel Organiser’s Licensing (ATOL) scheme. This means that you should be refunded
for the full cost of the holiday if you have not yet travelled.

If you have already travelled, ATOL (or whichever alternative protection scheme the
operator is using) should meet the costs of the rest of your holiday, for example the cost
of the hotel if the operator hasn’t paid them, so that you do not have to come home early.
If arrangements cannot be made for you to complete the rest of your holiday, or the
airline goes bust when you are away, ATOL should make sure that you are not stranded.

If your package holiday was booked through a retailer, such as a travel agent, you should
be offered an alternative holiday.

Details of how to make a claim under the ATOL scheme can be found on:
www.atol.org.uk.

If your daughter and her boyfriend paid for their holiday by credit card and it cost more
than £100, they may be able to make a claim against the credit card company. They
should also check whether their travel insurance policy covers them for their holiday
trader going out of business.

If they have tried getting their money back through the scheme their tour operator is using
without success, they should get advice and help on what their options are now from a
CAB adviser (see adviceguide.org.uk for more information and contact details of your
nearest CAB) or Consumer Direct (consumerdirect.gov.uk).
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§B\f‘i% BUNTINGFORD CIVIC SOCIETY
SANS '"HAVE A VOICE!

€500

A big 'thank you' to all who completed the questionnaire on the Buntingford
Journal. There is no doubt that the Journal is held in high regard by readers of all ages. A
number of helpful ideas came forward on content and in particular an interest in profiles
of local personalities. So if you are approached to be profiled, don't be shy.

The research provided substantial confirmation that newcomers to Buntingford and long
standing residents value the Journal very highly in respect of finding local tradesmen and
services. With around 1000 copies each edition read by at least two persons, the Journal
is a potent advertising medium. Income from advertisers is significant and allows the
Civic Society to undertake a range of enhancements in the town.

While undertaking the research, a number asked about the aims of the Civic Society. We
have for some years endeavoured to live up to the values of the Civic Society movement,
which are expressed below and | refer to it when any project or activity is put forward for
action by Buntingford Civic Society.

"The Civic Society campaigns for better places in which people can live work and relax.
We believe that buildings must be designed and built to respond to the needs of the
people who use them; parks and green spaces must be accessible to, and safe for, their
communities. We believe in educating people about their heritage through preserving the
best of the past and designing for the future."

| hope that you share those values and if you are not a member of the Civic Society you
decide to join, and more importantly become an activist, for there is a ton of big issues
confronting the town over the coming years.

Derek K Cooper, Chairman

visit the website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Buntingford Networking Meeting

You are invited to an informal networking meeting,
held on the last Thursday of the month
at 9am, at Buntingford Coffee Shop

Thursday 26th November

. We look forward to seeing you there!

For further information, please contact Fiona or Nicola
email: info@flexystaff.co.uk
telephone: 0870 288 5141
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Lamb or Lancashire Hotpot

For each person you will need:

2 or 3 pieces of neck of lamb, or lamb fillet
1 large potato thinly sliced

1 large carrot sliced or diced

1 celery stick sliced or diced

2 tablespoons of diced swede

1 tablespoon of pearl barley

“/

Take a large casserole with a well fitting lid, put a layer of pearl barley, sliced
onion, mixed vegetables and sliced potato in the bottom. Cover with the
lamb and repeat until all the meat is in the casserole. Add the rest of the
vegetables and the pearl barley and cover with the diced potato.

Season well, add water or stock to half fill the casserole, bring to boil then
simmer in the oven for 2 hours at approx. 160C/320F/Gas 3, removing the
lid for the last half an hour to brown the potatoes.

Serve with any green vegetables and enjoy.
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:,B(f«; Are you interested in
Uz Buntingford?
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If so, why not join the committee of the Buntingford Civic
Society and help to preserve what is best in the
town and influence its future development. We would

particularly like to hear from those who have an interest
in planning for the future.

For further information, please contact the secretary,
Joyce Jackson, on 01763 271463 (email:
henryjack@msn.com) or the chairman, Derek Cooper,
on 01763 271115 (email:bridewell@btclick.com).

visit the website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk




EDWINSTREE MIDDLE SCHOOL

very quickly, getting to know their new surroundings, their tutors and forging new

S eptember saw the arrival of our new Year Five pupils, who have settled into school
friendships.

In 1939 the school was opened as Buntingford Senior, a
new school to accommodate 300 mixed senior children, at
a cost of £30,095, when the clerk of work's salary was
£8.00 a week! To celebrate this occasion, a special
assembly was held to show pupils what life was like in the
1930s and 1940s.

In addition, as part of our 70" Anniversary Celebrations, a
wonderful afternoon was had when 90 ex-pupils, who were
at the school during the war years, returned for an
afternoon tea party of entertainment, a film show and lots of lovely memories. Also during
the afternoon, pupils had the chance to dress as wartime schoolchildren and sing songs
from that era.

Year 6 enjoyed a week's residential visit to Shropshire where they participated in
canoeing, archery, a high ropewalk, BMX biking, orienteering, fencing and hill walking. The
trip culminated in a trip to the Blists Hill Museum to support the student's Victorian studies.

Year Seven held their annual action aid fundraising events, with a non-uniform day and a
lunchtime fete.

Our pupils in Year Five are having the wonderful opportunity to perform at the Royal Albert
Hall in November singing at the Barnardo's concert, we wish them all an enjoyable day.

A very busy start to the new school year!
Diane George
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.:} GARDENING YEAR {:-
NOVEMBER

There is still plenty to do in November. It's time to get your borders tidy and the veg patch
cleared and dug over. November can be quite wet so take advantage of any good
gardening days that come along. On wet days start planning what you are going to do in
the garden next year.

General

e Dig or fork over all bare areas of earth especially your vegetable patch.

e |ag outdoor taps and drain hose pipes.

e Keep tidying the leaf falls so there is not a build up, especially on the lawn.

Vegetables
e Harvest sprouts and leeks and dig up and store carrots and parsnips.
e Clear the veg patch and carry out winter digging adding organic matter as you go.

Trees and Shrubs
e Cut back tall shrubs to protect from wind damage.

e Check all ties are secure on newly planted trees.

e Continue to plant bare rooted trees, shrubs, roses and hedging.
e Start pruning overgrown shrubs.

e Prune apple trees.

Lawns

e Continue mowing but raise cutting height of blades.

e If lawn is dry enough use a rotary lawn mower on a high setting to pick up leaves. The
resulting shredded leaf and grass cuttings make excellent compost material. If too wet
hand rake leaves off lawns weekly.

Flowers & Patio Pots

o After the first hard frost dig up dahlia tubers and start the drying process.
e Plant tulips and other spring bulbs in beds and containers.

e Protect containers from frost and cold winds.

Ponds

e |f you missed it last month do your autumn clear out.

e Divide any overgrown marginal plants.

e Cover ponds with netting to keep out falling leaves and clean pump filters.

Top Tips
e If you have pots with plants in to over winter, place containers in a sheltered spot to
protect from wind and frost.

e To protect from prolonged frosts wrap containers in bubble wrap and tie round with
string. Frozen compost can burst pots.

e Don't forget the birds! Provide a regular supply of food and fresh water.

Brian Lemay
brian.lemay@talktalk.net
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FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Chairman's Report

What a year! Less than 12 months ago Buntingford U3A was just a spark of an idea in one
or two people's minds, and they publicised that idea in the Buntingford Journal. Fifteen of
us responded and we met for our inaugural meeting early in January of this year at the
Seth Ward Centre. It was facilitated by county organiser Geoff Preshner, aided by Helga
Willets, regional organiser, and Sue King of Hertford U3A.

After a lively 'questions and answers' session we decided to go ahead and form a steering
committee and almost everyone present volunteered to be on it, choosing the roles that
they felt they could do, and so we were all set 'to roll'! We have worked well as a team and
although it has been a pretty steep learning curve and through lots of hard work,
experiments, mistakes and corrections, (and support from the above named and many
others) we arrive at this first AGM with a flourishing U3A.

For this impressive progress | offer a huge thanks to the all the members of the steering
committee and others whose hard work has made this possible, tackling a wide range of
tasks including fund raising. We now have more than 150 members and every month a
few more people join. Our monthly meetings with visiting speakers have been a great
success and we have 16 special interest and study groups, some of which meet monthly
and some weekly. As more folk with different interests join, this number will of course
increase.

At the time of our launch we received £100 from U3A Head Office to set us on our way, for
which we thank them, and our very sincere thanks too go to those who have responded so
generously since then to our appeals for money in the form of grants. These are: The Co-
operative Community Fund, Buntingford Town Council, Basra Grocery Store and the
Buntingford Memorial Charity Fund. These sums have enabled us to buy the expensive
equipment such as projector, screen, amplifier sound system and computers which we
need to run the organisation, and enable all our meetings, large and small, to function well.

Thus we shortly enter our second year expecting to further increase our membership and
widening our range of activities. Please tell all your friends about the welcome they will
receive when they join us, and last but by no means least thanks to everyone who has
already joined for your enthusiastic involvement and support which has made our project
such a success!

John Croll

PS Many thanks to Aliya for giving us space in the Journal to publish details of our groups
and progress over the last year. It has enabled us to let members know what's going on
while attracting new members, especially helpful, as we haven't had the funds to publish
our own newsletter.
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BUNTINGFORD COUGARS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

- Affiliated to Hertfordshire County Youth Football Association -

Founded 1971 :"'

Buntingford Cougars are starting a new girls' team from November. They will be
training at Norfolk Road from 5pm — 6pm on the all weather pitch.

We are also looking to strengthen our Under 14 and 15 squads.

If you would like to come along and play, please contact Dave Voller on 07786
933963 for more details.
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Come along to a good old-fashioned fun night out at

Braughing Drama Group's

(almost) world-famous

MUSIC HALL

Saturday 5™ December
£12 includes fish 'n’ chips supper
Licensed Bar — Raffle

Doors open 7:30pm — Curtain up at 8:00pm
Tickets from Lesley Purse on 01920 822150




AND SO TO WORK WE GO
(Part 4)
Martin & Mandy

Over the next six weeks we strim and clear away all the weeds and nettles from the
graveyard and inside the nave, revealing surprising things along the way, and we
eventually discover that there is a stone aisle still in place. Finally the nave is transformed
by the removal of five vanloads of undergrowth, earth and rubbish. Then on the outside of
the church we remove all the ivy that is clambering over the stonework and fully reveal
the beauty of the checkerboard effect you can see at the base of the tower.

After all this, backs aching and nails broken (well Mandy's nails are anyhow), we decide
to do some indoor work instead and head off down to the Hertfordshire archive offices.
Down at the archive, we do a different kind of unearthing of surprises, all about the
memorials in the chancel — the Butt Family, the Crouch Family and Robert Wogdon. We
find records created by chaps called Clutterbuck and Gerish, which show the colours of
the memorials as they were 100 years ago, along with sketches of the church and
surrounding area from that time.

One of the Butts in the chancel is
F.EW. Butt; at least that is what is
engraved on the memorial, who was a
Captain in the West India Regiment and
part of the Canadian Expeditionary
force from the 1914-1918 war. It's just
on the right on your way into the
Chancel.

Among other things too numerous to
mention, we find his sign-up papers for
the Army for the Great War, although
he signed up for the 255" battalion
rather than the 124™ mentioned on the : :

memorial. Another mystery also popped up in guise of h|s brother Herbert, who we had
found no mention of up to now. Frank, that's the F of F.E.W., emigrated to Canada after
leaving the West India Regiment and became a farmer. Herbert, we have since
discovered, lived in Santa Fe in Argentina — and all this from one small memorial.

A
il

Mandy and | have now got the nave clean
and weed free and it's time to get the
building laser scanned. When you are
drawing plans up for a building you can
start by getting a tape measure out and
measuring everything, item by item, or you
can use a laser scanner to measure the
entire building. A laser scanner produces a
map of the building in a computer that has
the details of absolutely every single piece
of stone and lime plaster down to within a
millimetre accuracy, and this is what we
; have done.
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The advantage of this approach is that we get a
historical record of exactly what is there, a wild 3D
model of St Bartholomew's on my computer and a full
set of 2D diagrams all ready for an architect to work
with. We also get an understanding of the general
condition of the building — for example we can see that
there is not a straight wall in the whole place! There are
some alarming bows to the north wall of the nave, but
we just ignore these for the time being and shall deal
with these when we have a structural engineer on the
project. The next surprise is that the church is not quite
square on the points of the compass. It's only a degree
or two out and so not bad at all for 13" century
builders, as it's taken all this time and a lot of modern
technology to work this one out. Finally, buried under all the ivy, we uncover an
Ordinance survey trig mark on the base of the south west corner of the tower — next time
you're walking past the tower have a look for it — you can't miss it now.

The downside of all this technology is that it's
quite expensive. We needed to hire a cherry
picker as well so we could position the laser
scanner above the building, but we will be able to
get aerial pictures of the building as part of the
activity. So the day comes and the contractors
arrive, along with the cherry picker. They spend a
couple of days working on the building scanning,
everything inside and out. | pay a visit to site on
the second day and get to see the outside of the
tower roof. Mandy, who's not that keen on
heights, opts out of this but | get to find the initials
of a roofer carved into the lead work and dated
1661. | can hardly believe my eyes — 350-year old
graffiti. The gargoyles at the top of the tower also
get a close inspection and are in remarkably good
condition considering their age.

Once the scanning work is completed a number
of days worth of work is undertaken to come up
with a data file that contains all the scanned
points of the church, a set of pictures of the entire
outside of the church in great detail, and a set of
AutoCAD diagrams, which are computer files that
architects can work with. All we now need is an
architect to do something with the files!

Both open days have gone well but until next year it's likely to be too cold to repeat these.
If you would like to see inside the chancel email us, you'll find our email address on
www.layston-church.org.ok and we can then let you know the next time we are on site.
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BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able
Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for November 2009

Thurs 5" [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4
Sat 7" 2:30am Performance — 'Carousel' at Gordon Craig Theatre, Bus £4
Stevenage. Tickets £12
Thurs 12" | 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town Centre Bus £4
Mon 16™" 10:30am — 3:00pm | Brookfield Centre — M&S, Boots, Next, Argos, Tesco Bus £6
etc.
Thurs 19" [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4
Fri 20™ 10:30am — 2:30pm | Van Hage Garden Centre Bus £5
Tues 24™ | 10:30am — 2:00pm | Letchworth — drop off at Morrison's Bus £5
Wed 25" | 10:00am — 4:00pm | Milton Keynes Shopping Centre Bus £12
Thurs 26" [9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town Centre Bus £4
Fri 27" 10:00am — 4:00pm | Milton Keynes Shopping Centre Bus £12

December 2009

Thurs 3¢ [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708

LUNCH BREAK
Wednesday 18" November
at Benson Hall
12noon — 1:30pm

Soup & Bread Roll — £1.50
Also: Sausage Rolls * Cakes * Coffee * Tea
Raffle * Bric-a-Brac * Marmalade

Proceeds for the mini-bus

L OGS FOR SALE

Cut to size by request

To advertise in the
Buntingford Journal
call Bob Jackson on Delivered to your home __~

Hay and Haylage @

Please contact Johnon:

Tel: 01763 272516
Mobile: 07773 845648

01763 271463
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7 BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB

C I U affiliated f&ﬁk

6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS ¥
Telephone 01763 271889 b
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

% BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY *

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize
ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm

Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING
J Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2" Saturday in the month J

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine and juke box,
which are free on 2" Saturday of the month.
Sky Sports
We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members, you are always
welcome to rejoin at anytime.

Soeta 05

Dates for your diaries

FRIDAY 20'" NOVEMBER

CHILDREN IN NEED NIGHT

Come and have fun and help us raise money for Children in Need
FOOTBALLER RACING! AUCTION AND RAFFLE
(Any donations for raffle or auction gratefully received please call the club)

SUNDAY 29™ NOVEMBER - DARTS COMPETITION
Open to all over 16. * CASH PRIZES *

For entrance forms and details please call in or ring the club.

RRRRRRNRRRIRRRRRNRNRIRIRIRRRRRNRIRIRIRRRNNRIRIRIBIRRRIRIIRT

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change)
7" Nov Believers
14™ Nov Free Juke box, Pool and Snooker

21% Nov Phoenix
28" Nov Sisticated featuring Cool Ro
4" Dec Blues with a Feeling
MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT
To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

4949494949430903 03 NINNNRRRNRRARNRRNRNRNNNNN8894949094909438383838343
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BUNTINGFORD PEOPLE REMEMBERED FROM THE 1940s AND 1950s
Part 2
by Peter Downham

Jack Brigham, who came from West Yorkshire, was the chemist. | spent many an hour
with his eldest son, Roger, in the large rambling house attached to the chemist’s shop.
Jack was a very talented man, particularly with regard to any form of engineering project
and he had a workshop at the end of the garden, beyond the lawn on which Roger,
myself and others tried to emulate the current England cricket team. After the war, the
Brigham family returned to somewhere near Leeds in West Yorkshire. Jack died a
relatively young man. His business was bought by Claud Greensmith, who expanded it,
eventually incorporating an optician's with the chemist's business. During the war Jack,
Harold Cox and my father served in the Royal Observer Corps at the Brent Pelham site,
which was in the middle of a field. It was very exposed in the winter.

| briefly wandered up Baldock Road where Tom Buckle was the postmaster, and where |
worked one Christmas as a telegram boy. | always remember cycling to Buckland one
cold dark evening to deliver a telegram to a caravan, parked behind some houses.

On the other side of Baldock Road, heading back towards the High Street, lived Mr
Burgess. He was often to be found leaning over the garden fence, watching the world go
by, or hoping to find someone to talk to. He had served in the First World War and often
talked about it, but | think his experiences may have affected his health. He lived there
with his wife and daughter.

Barber Miles shop was at the lower end of the High Street. | think all boys avoided his
establishment, for we considered him to be quite old and it was said that he had lost the
sight in one eye. We were concerned to retain both ears, although | am sure there was no
risk whatsoever.

Mr Atwood lived in the house to the left of the entrance to the Bell Yard. He was a bald-
headed gentleman who was a painter and decorator.

The double-fronted shop that became Trudgetts, was in those days an old-fashioned
drapers, run by Captain and Mrs Haddock, | think.

Jim Kidman lived in the largish house almost opposite to Church Street, or Great Lane,
as we knew it. He was an elderly gentleman with a pointed white beard, who drove an
early Jowett motorcar. It always intrigued me as it had inflatable seats.

The newsagents was named Day, but | have to admit | cannot remember much about
him. The business was taken over by Claude Burrell, who was very deaf. As a young
man he and his brother used to race a tandem, very successfully | believe.

| spent many hours, with my parents, talking to Walter Feasey who lived alone in a large
house that was demolished, together with the grocer's shop next door, to make way for a
supermarket. Walter worked in London before he retired. He would have been the son of
Frederick Feasey who owned a number of grocery shops. He lived very much in the past
in what had been the large family home of a well to do businessman. The house had a
sprung dance floor upstairs, but | remember particularly that he had quite a number of
pianos, including a grand in the room with the dance floor, of which he was very proud.

28



| think it may have been his mother's piano. His passion was the Gilbert and Sullivan light
operas and he was a member of the "Gilbert and Sullivan" society. | have inherited a set
of his music books of the operas together with five very nice cut glass tumblers from
which we used drink his health. He used to like a drop of "spiritual", as he said, which
meant about a third of a tumbler of whiskey with an equal amount of water. | was only
allowed to partake when | was older, and then at a lower strength. Walter owned the
grocer's shop next door; indeed it used to be one of the family grocer's, but now traded as
Cutts and Budd. | remember particularly the two Miss Budds, Frances and Winnie if my
memory is right, for my parents used to shop there. Mother would take her order over
early in the week and it would be delivered a day or so later. It was a fascinating shop,
rather dark, where all the produce was sold from bulk, so that if you wanted a pound of
sugar it was weighed out for you or the bacon sliced to order.

Next door to the grocer's was Ted Scrivenor the shoe mender. This was another
fascinating shop, with large pieces of leather ready to be cut to size, or equally large
pieces of rubber. | seem to remember having rubber on my shoes as it lasted longer than
leather. | was always intrigued by the procedures, and especially the skill required to
resole shoes.

To be continued

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

Members of the Buntingford Gardeners club
enjoyed an afternoon at the Fairhaven Woodland
and Water Garden and a brief lunchtime visit to
Wroxham. The weather was kind and a boat trip on
the Fairhaven Trust broad was a very interesting
trip, which including seeing kingfishers and
cormorants.

The October meeting was an excellent evening
with a very interesting talk by Peter Jackson from
Scotsdales. Peter really knew his subject —
climbing and wall plants.

Our November meeting is the annual inter-club
quiz with the Cabinet Garden Club from Reed.
They have won for the last two events! We need
you all to attend to enable us to put another name
on the trophy.

Do come - you will enjoy it. There is no
competition this month.

The November meeting is on Wednesday 4" at
7:45pm for 8:00pm at the URC Hall in Baldock
Road. For further details, call Margaret on 01763
289211.

Margaret Howarth — 01763 289211
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| N !sabel Hospice ./ {3 FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Local Care for Local People since 1982

Saturday 21%* November 2009 — Isabel Hospice Lights of Love Ceremony,
Ware 4:00pm — 5:00pm

The Ware "Lights of Love" ceremony will be taking place at Van Hage Garden
Centre. Isabel Hospice has eight ceremonies in the east Herts area. There will

be a short carol service followed by countdown to lighting the tree. Donations

will be made and lights will be lit in memory of loved ones at Christmas. If

you would like to make a donation to a loved one please contact Maria
Alexander for a Lights of Love form on 01707 382500.

Sunday 22" November 2009 - Christmas Fair at Marriott Hanbury Manor,
Ware 10:30am — 4:30pm

The Garden Court, Marriott Hanbury Manor, near Ware is once again the
beautiful setting for this fabulous Isabel Hospice Christmas Fair. Come and
see the many stalls with an array of wonderful gifts, food and shopping for
Christmas. Refreshments will be available throughout the day. Don't miss out,

for more information please contact Renee Friend on 01279 755320.

Friday 4" December 2009 - Lights of Love, Bishop's Stortford 5:00pm -

6:00pm

The Bishop's Stortford "Lights of Love" ceremony will be taking place in The
Market Square, Bishop's Stortford. There will be a short carol service followed
by countdown to lighting the tree. Donations will be made and lights will be lit
in memory of loved ones at Christmas.

Friday 4" December 2009 - Lights of Love, Buntingford 6:00pm —7:00pm
The Buntingford "Lights of Love" ceremony will be taking place at The Manor
House, Buntingford, Herts. There will be a short carol service followed by
countdown to lighting the tree. Donations will be made and lights will be lit in

memory of loved ones at Christmas.

REED BOOK SALE
at St Mary's Church, Reed

Friday 13" and Saturday 14" November
9am to 5pm

A great selection of fiction, non-iction,
paperbacks, hardbacks, new and not so new!

7 @=—= Reed cards and candles

also on sale and a cup of tea or coffee while you
browse.

"KK OQNBDDCR VHKK FN
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Emma Cannon has been the owner of Touch of
Glamour since February 2008. Prior to taking over
the business she worked as a therapist at the salon
for two and half years prior, before taking some
time off to do some travelling in Southern Africa,
the USA and Canada.

Beauty therapy had always interested Emma and although she obtained a BA (Hons)
degree in English at Exeter University, she decided her future was as a beauty therapist
and went on to train at the Cambridge School of Beauty Therapy.

Touch of Glamour is a beauty salon that offers a wide range of treatments for both men
and women. The salon itself has been open for nearly six years and they have two
different skincare houses — Elemis and Nimue. They use O.P.l and Bio Sculpture gel
nails for their manicures and pedicures and are stockists of Bare Escentuals Mineral
Make-up and St Tropez tanning products.

Many of Emma's clients use many other shops and services available in the High Street
and she is very keen to support Buntingford in the hope that it will remain a bustling town,
despite the parking restrictions and charges.

Touch of Glamour offers spa high quality treatments in a high street location and at a high
street price. You can be assured of a warm, relaxing and friendly atmosphere in the
salon, which makes you feel comfortable and welcome.

As well as offering many different treatments and therapies, there is a reception area
where you can browse and try products; they also offer free skincare and make-up
consultations. Janice and Margaret, the receptionist co-ordinators, are always on hand to
greet clients and help with any queries or advice needed.

The rest of the team consists of Claire, Alison and Emma herself, who are full-time
therapists. They also have a reflexologist, Sue Joannou and a homeopath, Christine
Kowalski, who hold clinics at the salon on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Emma hopes Touch of Glamour will remain on the High Street for a long time and
perhaps they will expand. So go on and pamper yourself — you know you're worth it.

You can find Emma and the team at:

38 High Street
Buntingford

Hertfordshire

SG9 9AQ

Telephone 01763 271122
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BUNTINGFORD PHOTOGRAPHIC GROUP

The Buntingford photographic group started some
18 months ago and is going from strength to
strength. We meet on the 3™ Friday of each month
in the United Reformed Church Hall, Meeting
House Lane (off Baldock Road), Buntingford.

The group was originally formed from people
who attended the photography courses held by
Hertford Regional College, under the tuition of
Colin Sellwood.

The group specialises in portrait photography using
two studios. There are 12 photographers in the
group comprising both female and male
photographers.

Currently the membership is full - this is due to the
space available and the time to use the sets.
However we do have a waiting list for membership.
We also have a guest list and the way this works is
that if a member cannot attend a meeting a
photographer on the guest list is invited to attend. If
any one would like to be put on either of these lists please contact me below. If any one
would like to come and meet us from 7:30pm to see what we do we would be pleased to
meet you.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PHOTOGRAPHIC MODEL?

Although membership for photographers is full we are always looking for people who
would like to be photographic models. No experience is required but potential models
would be expected to come to one of the meetings for the members to meet you. The
rules are very strict for both photographers and models. Glamour photography is strictly
prohibited and persons under the age of 18 have to have written parent or a guardians'
consent. The model will be provided with a portfolio of photographs either sent by email or
on aCD.

If you would like further information about the group, either as a photographer or a model,
please contact Robin Southgate on 01763 271892.

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE * BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢ CO-OP SUPERMARKET

COUNTRY FLOWERS ¢ DELISSIMO ¢« FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢ KIRKHAMS * MARK DOEL
PIGGOTTS * QUILLER BOOKS * WESTMILL TEA ROOM




LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL

ur Year 4 Roving Reporters
have been out and about again
this month. They have been
finding out about a special week
where the children took on 'The Mantle of
the Expert'. Each class worked together as
members of a team to meet a challenge.

Reception children set up an animal rescue
centre. The children told Naz and Millie that
they really enjoyed looking for animals and
making posters.

Year 1 searched for Blackbeard's treasure.
Rosie and Rowan discovered that the
children loved dressing up as pirates and
making daggers and telescopes. They built
a treasure island, drew maps and made

s r o 0.

beautiful treasure boxes.

Year 2 faced an environmental disaster
when a ship sank off Katie Morag's island
of Struay. Hannah told Oliver and Abbie
that she enjoyed listening to the island's
weather forecast whilst Eden liked making
the rescue boat. Everyone had to think
hard to decide where the rescued sailors
should go.

Aocife and Joe found that Year 3 had set up
a company to carry out an archaeological
dig. Elliott and Jamie enjoyed surveying the
field and marking out the site. Marty loved

digging up the coins and pottery whilst
Gemma liked cleaning the finds. Hannah
enjoyed designing a logo and jingle for their
company. Year 4 prepared a documentary
about Anglo Saxon finds.

It was all great fun and the children
developed their abilities to work in groups,
to make decisions and to take
responsibility.

Rowan, Millie, Naz, Aoife, Joe, Oliver,
Rosie and Abbie
Our Roving Reporters

If you would like to find out
more about our school, please
ring us on 01763 271235 and

arrange a visit.



Sunday 1°
Tuesday 3™
Thursday 5"
Sunday 8"

Tuesday 10"
Thursday 12"

Sunday 15"
Tuesday 17"
Thursday 19"
Sunday 22™
Tuesday 24"
Thursday 26"
Sunday 29"

get more out of walking with the Ramblers
Royston and District Group
Walks for November

For times and meeting places please phone the appropriate leaders.
Wallington, Sandon, Rushden — 11 miles. Leader Tricia 01438 880553
Morning walk Standon — 5% miles. Leader Ray 01763 272748
Morning walk Wadesmill — 5 miles. Leader Ray 01763 272748

Elmdon, figure of eight walk — 5 miles + 3 miles. Leader Hazel 01763
848349

Morning walk Wimpole — 572 miles. Leader Gerry 01223 870403

Morning walk Hemingford Abbots — 5% miles. Leader Lesley 01763
241525

Weston, Graveley — 9 miles. Leader David 01763 247572

Morning walk Weston, Graveley — 6 miles. Leader David 01763 247572
Morning walk Balsham — 52 miles. Leader Alan 01223 840963
Ampthill, Maulden — 12 miles. Leaders Roger & Linda 01462 453752
Morning walk EImdon — 6 miles. Leader Norman 01763 208851
Morning walk Walkern — 6 miles. Leader Michele 01462 637874
Colliers End — 11 miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038

Millfield School
Christmas Fayre

Friday 27th November
5 - 7pm
at Millfield School, Monks Walk

Santa's Grotto % Christmas Tombolas
Cakes ¥ Games ¥ Crafts
Raffle % Refreshments

All proceeds to be donated to the school
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Poet's Corner

'Don't talk rubbish'

Come November Awe're in for a treat,
Excitement is mounting in road and street ... shall we use brown or shall we use black?
(Oh! Memories of dustbins and the black plastic sack)
Let's fill up our blue bins with plastics and cans ... collect uneaten dinners ... cold
drumsticks and flans ... to put in the brown bin along with our card ... that's always
= assuming we've got room in our yard!
OOOOH! The unsightly, monstrous, tpicturesque wheelie,
There's just no disguising them is there? Really?

| shall get in a muddle, little women of fifty...
I'll put my thighs in the blue box ... and then pretty nifty, the meat and twoz/ksit
over from Sunday ... stays wrapped up and smelly for a number of Mondays!

I'm sure it will work out, given a month or two ... but ... I've got a plan and I'll share it
with you...
When | get stressed out and have bins on the brain ... I'l PUT MYSELF IN THE BLACK
ONE AND WON'T GET OUT AGAIN!
Teresa Bonner

Compost?
Are we a nation of wasters
For isn't it a sin
To throw food away,
In the BROWN BIN.

The ducks and wild birds
Would love the bread,
Or you could make a pudding instead!

A turkey carcass would make soup
Warming on a wintry day,
When the children come in, from play.

As for this compost

"’ I wouldn't like to spread

@ It on my veg. garden
Beryl Rhodes

And my flower bed!!
’\. ‘/ October 09
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HERTFORDSHIRE

= MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support
Officers, Amanda Higham and Stephen Whittaker, or you just want to say hello, they will
be at the specified venues as listed below.

(Times are subject to change at short notice.)

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue:

Amanda & Stephen | Wed 4™ 10:00am—-10:45am | Outside Village Hall, Albury

Amanda & Stephen | Wed 11™ | 4:30pm-5:00pm Willow Close, Great Hormead
Amanda & Stephen | Wed 18" |6:00pm—6:30pm Outside Village Hall, Stocking Pelham
Amanda & Stephen | Sat 21% 11:00am—-12:00pm | Community Centre, Standon

Amanda & Stephen |Wed 25" [ 11:00am—11:30pm | High Street, Hare Street

Telephone 0845 33 00 222

The Gentlemen of St John's, Carhbridge
Choral concert and organ recital

Formed by the choral scholars of St John's College, this
world renowned choir will provide a festive evening of
songs ranging from Renaissance to Close Harmony and Pop.

Saturday 12" December — 7:30 pm

St Mary's Church, Braughing
Ticket prices: £15 Premium ¢ £12 Standard
£10 restricted view ¢ £15 at the door
Telephone Box Office: 01763 289073

www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk
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Christmas Market lce, Skatif
& Winter WORAETIANd  uces imies werosirs rstmmendeas
Ice Skatin

y 4

27"
4:30pm -

Uplands, Braughing,
nr Ware, Fun for All!

—

| n k Santa's Grotto, Christmas Market
Stalls,

m Merry Go Round, Mince Pies, Mulled
Wine,

EspressoBaric ome and tr
Coffee,

Hot Food, Games and Crafts, Raffle,

Town Plan Action Group
Reminder

A request to all residents to return the survey form, included
in the delivery of the recent newsletter, to the Manor House.

The information requested was intended to be non-intrusive
but give information, which will help to formulate the
requirements of the intended new plan.

If you are a resident of Buntingford and have not received a
form, copies are available from the reception area in the
Manor House.

Thank you.

John Warren
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Down on the farm

Over the last month, one of my more
memorable events was a most enjoyable
morning spent at Church Farm, Ardeley; a
175-acre mixed farm right on our doorstep,
which produces local ecologically farmed
food.

I met up with Emma Massie, her husband
Tim Waygood, Euan Brierley and Terry
Lauezzari and enjoyed a chat with them
over some delicious coffee in the farm café
and tearooms.

The farm was recorded in the Domesday book and has been in the Waygood family since
the 1950s, but in the 1980s it became unviable and needed to be put to better use. Tim
Waygood, who was studying agriculture at the University of Reading at the time, decided
to host a clay pigeon shooting event at the farm for a handful of people. This sparked off
what is now a global business called MotivAction, organising corporate events for team
building. MotivAction is still an important part of life at Church Farm but Tim's
entrepreneurial skills and farming knowledge are now concentrated on building a business
involving mixed farming, grass-fed livestock and using the farm as a community centre
organising activities for the local community.

Tim and Emma embarked on designing and building a new farm in February 2008 and the
first planting was a traditional Hertfordshire orchard featuring over 130 local and heritage
varieties of fruit and a separate walnut orchard. The farm is designed to provide a
relatively full local diet with maximum variety. By producing direct for customers, rather
than for wholesale, the farm aims to prove that there is a viable alternative agriculture that
does not need genetically modified organisms and heavy use of fossil fuels.

The enterprise now includes a farm store, café and tea rooms, woods, walks, an 8-acre
kitchen garden as well as cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese, all
roaming free range. All the animals are grass reared, rare breeds and all the food served
in the café and tearooms is grown on-site. All the meats, eggs, vegetables and herbs are
fresh, seasonal, prepared and cooked by the farm chefs.

As well as having the store and café open everyday 8am to 8pm, the farm is a centre for
other services including; ¢« Events from Bat Walks to Apple Days ¢ Fruit and Vegetable Box
Deliveries *« Green Meetings & Conferences in the converted Sow Sheds ¢ Courses,
including a Forest Garden Design course * Expert vehicle servicing, at Church Farm, for a
labour rate of only £25 per hour « A "Green" gym and natural beauty service * A "Rural
Care" enterprise that enables five adults with learning disabilities to participate and learn
on the farm every day. There is also a one-day 'Build a Bee Hive course', which starts in
November with alternative dates through to March which could be a very nice and
'different’ Christmas present.

"The entire farm is well serviced with footpaths — a walk in the country is one of the last
activities that does not cost anything," says Emma, "you can literally see your food growing
in the field. There is a happy coincidence between ecological farming and attractive
countryside."
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Emma was a charming host for the morning
and totally passionate about what they are
doing. | must say everyone that | met that
day, even in passing, looked really cheerful,
enjoying what they were doing. Even the
animals were happy. Have you ever seen a
pig smile?

| have.
Aliya Chowney

Take a look at the website at www.churchfarmardeley.co.uk

Buntingford Cricket Club

The club has had an absolutely brilliant year, both on and off the field and it continues to
grow and go from strength to strength. On the field, we had our best season ever. The 1°
team won Div 1 of the HECC league by the wide margin of 80 points. In doing so, they
only lost two of their 18 games. This was a tremendous achievement for the club. At a
recent HECC presentation award evening, they were presented with the Div 1 trophy by ex
England cricketer Shaun Udal. In addition to this, two of our players picked up three
individual awards. Chris Chambers scored the highest total of runs in Div 1 (1013 runs)
and he also recorded the highest individual score in a match (171 not out). Steve Paola's
award was for taking the most wickets (37) in Div 1. The 2" team also had a very
successful season. Following their promotion from Div 6 a couple of years ago, this
season they finished in second place in Div 5 and were promoted to Div 4 for next season

We will continue to have a colt's night (Thursday) next season, where training, practice
and matches will take place. So any young aspiring players (6yrs — 16yrs) would be more
than welcome to come along.

Despite our success this season, we are still looking to add to our playing strength and
would welcome hearing from any adults or older colts who fancy a game at weekends next
season.

Indoor cricket net practice will start early in January 2010 at Heathmount School, Nr
Watton-at-Stone. It will be on Monday evenings 8pm — 9:30pm.

Off the field, the club were very much involved in raising some money for charity. Early in
the season our Chairman Kev Poulton did a sponsored walk to base camp Everest. For
his efforts, he raised the tremendous sum of £1000 and this money was donated to the
disabled cricketers of Herts Harriers, who we visit and play against every season.
Throughout the season, we had various fund raising events and this resulted in us raising
a further £1000. This sum of money was given to the Isabel Hospice.

The club is very grateful to the Buntingford Sports and Social Club for their continued
support. The club would also like to thank The Buntingford Memorial Trust for their grant,
which assisted the club in purchasing a new machine for wicket maintenance.

For any information regarding the club please contact Peter Townsend on 01763 272832
or 07738649106, or visit our website at www.buntingfordcc.co.uk
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It POLICE MATTERS

It seems only a short while ago that | was reporting performance on the last policing year.
Now, autumn is upon us, this policing year is half way through, and dark nights and
inclement weather are on the horizon.

This year's summer school holidays saw the team at Buntingford focussing on areas
where it was felt they could be the most effective, paying particular attention to youth
related anti social behaviour and instances of criminal damage. Thankfully, the proportion
of youths within our communities that misbehave is very small, notwithstanding the impact
their behaviour can have, particularly on the more elderly and vulnerable. As a result, this
summer saw significant reductions in criminal damage offences with detections in relation
to some of those reported.

The team are currently focussing attention on the traditional forthcoming Halloween and
Bonfire Night celebrations. Dedicated youth and schools PCSO Fiona Ashdown supported
by all the Community Support Officers will be conducting prevention presentations at local
schools prior to Halloween, as well as being on duty on the actual days in question.

PCSO Sarah Brown has been working with Hertfordshire Trading Standards and has
secured agreement for the introduction of 'No Cold Calling Zone' to specified parts of
Buntingford Town. These will be introduced in the near future, and will bring reassurance
and a sense of increased security to the elderly and more vulnerable.

As mentioned later in this newsletter, representatives from villages to the East of the A10
met to discuss policing priorities, and those representing Buntingford Town are scheduled
to meet next week. These representatives who form the 'Locality Panel' are fundamental in
identifying issues affecting their respective local community and bringing them to Police
notice. Often these issues cannot be resolved by Police alone, but, engagement with
partnership agencies such as Housing Associations or Highways Departments can result
in the appropriate resource being tasked with a degree of ownership relating to the issue
raised.

For those who are unaware, surgeries are now held weekly at the police station in
Buntingford on a Saturday between 2pm and 4pm. A Community Support Officer or in their
absence, a Police Officer will be present to discuss issues of local interest.

The team at Buntingford will endeavour to maintain its momentum in reducing crime and |
am confident they will meet the challenges in doing so throughout the remainder of this
year.

Ps Duncan Wallace
Buntingford Safer Neighbourhood Team

Hertfordshire
@/ CRIMESTOPPERS

) Call nomymously with informatian absout criem
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HERTFORDSHIRE CRIME FIGURES

Between April 2008 and March 2009 recorded crime fell by five per cent, violent crime fell
by nine per cent and motor vehicle crime fell by 12 per cent. Nationally recorded crime fell
by five per cent, violent crime by six per cent and motor vehicle crime by ten per cent.

Rates of crime in the county compared to the national picture also remained low across
main crime types with 71 offences per 1,000 population compared to 86 offences
nationally. Hertfordshire's overall crime detection rate rose for the seventh year running to
33 per cent compared to the national average of 28 per cent which is a significant
achievement. In another measure, 61 per cent of Hertfordshire residents said they thought
that their local police were doing a good or excellent job compared to the national figure of
53 per cent.

The one area of concern was that whilst burglary fell overall by three per cent, the
category for burglary dwelling, after falling to its lowest ever level in 2006/2007, rose by
nine per cent in 2008/2009. However a significant amount of work around burglary
dwelling has been done since April this year which has led to the number of offences
falling by 12 per cent.

At the time of writing, the Buntingford area is showing very encouraging year to date
reductions in reported crime of over 23%. That equates to 59 fewer victims than at this
point in the policing year last year. This reduction is on top of the progress made in crime
reduction last year, and percentage wise is one of the largest in the county.

Offences of criminal damage and domestic burglary are showing year to date reductions of
16% and 33% respectively.

LOCAL POLICING PRIORITIES

At the last Locality Panel Meeting for Villages to the East Side held in Puckeridge/Standon
Community Centre on Wednesday 9" September 2009, the objectives for the Buntingford
Safer Neighbourhood Team to Police for the next 3 months were set. They are:

e HARECOURSING - Fields from Anstey through to Braughing

e SPEEDING A120 STANDON - Monday to Friday, 6-8pm

GOOD NEWS

Buntingford Officers executed two warrants under the Misuse of Drugs Act, at addresses
in Ware and Great Hormead, Buntingford, on Saturday 1 August 2009, as part of an
operation to combat drug dealing in East Herts. A quantity of drugs, believed to be
Ecstasy, was found at the address in Great Hormead.

A 24-year-old man from Great Hormead has been arrested on suspicion of possession of
Class B drugs with intent to supply.

Extracts from Buntingford Neighbourhood Team Newsletter, September 2009. To receive
a copy by email, please contact amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk
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GROUP HAILS SUCCESSFUL SPIRITUAL FAIR

undreds of people came to Royston Town Hall to take part in Royston
Spiritual Awareness Group's first spiritual and physical well-being event
earlier this month.
Visitors enjoyed several
mediums, aura imaging
photography, EMF
balancing, herbal
remedies, reflexology, |
Reiki, tarot and other | 4
practitioners, and there
were several stalls |
selling a wide range of
goods.

Of special interest were
the group's fledgling
mediums who practiced
their mediumship on
volunteer visitors
without charge. The
fledglings also practiced their public speaking by giving readings to an audience.

Church president Judy Moule said: "This was a great event for all who came
along and | would like to thank those visitors who allowed our fledgling mediums
to practice on them."

A profit of around £500 was made for the group, which has decided to hold
another spiritual and physical well-being event on 6™ March 2010. Because of
the success of the fledglings, the group has also organised a special fledglings
afternoon on 30" January 2010 in the Fish Hill Rooms, when other fledglings will
be invited to join the Royston group to offer readings.

The group holds church services in Room 11 of The Priory Community Centre in
the Town Hall every Sunday evening from 6.30pm to 8pm and a monthly
evening of mediumship.

For further information contact Judy on 01223 503345.
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his month | am giving you a very tasty recipe to
try out. With Christmas coming up | am going to
give you some tasty recipes for quick cooking,
with great products.

| made these in cooking class at school this half term. Mine and lots of my
classmate's flapjacks turned out delicious. You will be making them all the
time. Hope you enjoy these fruity flapjacks.

Fruity Flapjack Bars

Ingredients:

Margarine | 175g

Self-raising flour | 125g

Demerara sugar | 125g

(Optional) rolled oats | 150g

Dried fruit of you choice (cherries, dates, sultanas, raisins, etc] 100-200g

Method:

1. Prepare self. Grease and line tin.

2. Pre-heat oven to Gas Mark 4,/180°C

3. Place self-raising flour, Demerara sugar, (oats) and dried fruit into a large
mixing bowl.

4. Melt margarine in saucepan.

5. Pour the melted margarine on to ingredients in the large mixing bowl and
mix well.

6. Place the mixture into the prepared tin, pressing the mixture evenly down.
Place in the oven and cook for 15-20 minutes until golden brown.

Look at next issue for:

Delicious Devouring December
and

Joyful Juicy January
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

Readers will probably have heard that the proposed development at London Road was
given the go-ahead by East Herts District Council. We would like to clarify that the Town
Council was not against the development in principle, but there were details within the
plans that we, and local residents, were unhappy with. In particular, the segregation of
private and social housing and the density of the housing. Despite our representations,
the application was approved unchanged.

One of our councillors was concerned to receive a report that a local dog owner was seen
allowing her dog to attack the ducks in the ford in Wyddial Road. We would ask that
residents please keep their dogs on a lead while walking on the highway.

By the time this goes to press, works to the skate ramps should be nearing completion;
hopefully the young people will enjoy the ramps for many years to come.

The Service of Remembrance will be held at the War Memorial on Sunday 8" November
and the Lights of Love Ceremony will be held at The Manor House on Friday 4" December
at 6pm, please come along and support Isabel Hospice.

The Youth Council is working on a new project called "The Mutual Respect Initiative". This

involves working with schools, housing associations, the Police and senior citizens clubs to

form relationships and improve the understanding between the old and young of the town.

The first event will be a tea party in the Manor House hosted by the Youth Council. Senior
citizens of the town have been invited.

Jill Jones MILCM

Town Clerk

TowN CouNncIiL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

Thursday 5" Amenities Committee — 7:30pm
Tuesday 10" Youth Council — 4:00pm
Thursday 12" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 12" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 26" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 26" Full Council — 8:00pm

All meetings will be held at The Manor House
All members of the public are welcome to attend
Office hours: Monday — Thursday  9:00am — 5:00pm, closed Fridays

Tel: 01763 272222
email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk
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BUNTINGFORD LATE NIGHT SHOPPING AND CHRISTMAS MARKET
Friday 4" December 2009

Once again, the people of Buntingford are delighted to announce the annual Christmas
Event to take place in the old town of Buntingford on Friday 4™ December 2009. As usual,
there is no entry fee and the car park is free after 3pm. The event details are still being
drawn up, but we can confirm that, alongside the 'The Lights of Love' event in Market Hill,
(see separate information), the Buntingford Chamber of Commerce — working with the
Town Centre Management, will have the following
activities:

Santa Claus & Santa's grotto
Children's funfair entertainment
Children's’' competition

Market stalls selling seasonal goods
Mulled wine, soup and seasonal fayre
Carol singing

Late night shopping

There are always improvements at every event we do — this year the stalls will be lit and
there will be more warming food and drink, as well as (we hope) some tables and chairs
with patio heaters at the top of Market Hill!

You can expect the fun to start during the afternoon and continue to 9pm. Please see the
Christmas edition of The Buntingford Journal and local press for more details.

7N

Do you want to participate?

If you want a stall to sell your goods from or to add to the event in another way, please
call Buntingford Chamber of Commerce on 01954 253 535 and leave your contact
details.

For information about the children's competition, pop into Edina Boutique and ask Julie.
Can you sing? Come along and join the carol singing.

Details regarding the Santa's grotto and other activities will be provided nearer to the
event.
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ONE SHED BEYOND

"What you need is a stress-free holiday," our youngest daughter announced after a
particularly difficult period. "Leave it to us," she went on, "we'll organise it."

So we found ourselves walking into the brilliant autumn sunshine of a Rome airport after a
somewhat fraught start considering we were having a "stress-free holiday". My daughter
and her husband have an interesting approach to stress free, which included a madcap
ride to the airport and catching the flight by the skin of our teeth!

On arrival we made our way to the car hire office whereupon we had an animated
discussion with the agent which involved a generous amount of arm waving and raised
voices, as the car my daughter had booked was not available.

A compromise was negotiated, which involved the generous use of my credit card and we
located our transport for the next week. The vehicle sat smouldering in the corner of the lot
like some primeval beast. | was introduced to this extra from Star Wars by the agent, who
seemed to tag every instruction either with a shrug and "no problemo" or "simplico!"

"In you get Dad," came the instruction, "You've done it before." (What was omitted from
that statement was the last time was on a desert road where you were lucky to see
another vehicle once in 24-hours.) Mutter, mutter, stress free??

| sat in the driver's seat, which somebody had put on the wrong side of the car and was
faced with enough dials, buttons and levers that would not disgrace a jumbo jet and the
dashboard seemed to have dials that started at 100kph. | turned the key and the beast
came alive with a roar. Putting in what | thought first gear (one of six), | reversed at speed,
narrowly avoiding the agent, "Simplico mate".

Sorting out a suitable gear, we lurched forward while my son law amused himself with sat
nav, hi-fi, air con and other 'interesting' features. Two laps of the airport roads later, much
to the chagrin of the agent who stood head in hands, we burst onto Rome's ring road.

We were greeted by three lanes of mania that were collectively doing their best to kill one
another and us. | had heard of these guys who were obviously frustrated charioteers and
any foolish Englishman who had the temerity to venture onto their private racetrack was
fair game.

The next hour was hair-raising, (well it would be if one had any hair) with my companions
yelling advice from all sides. "Watch out Dad, one on your inside," "Coming on your left,"
"One behind you!" All the while, lights flashing, horns blasting and arms waving.
Meanwhile, my son in law who is a whiz at anything with a screen and key board, was
wrestling with sat nav that despite his skills, the hectoring female voice kept repeating
"Recalculating route, when appropriate make a u turn!" Didn't she know we were in the
equivalent of a spin cycle on max revs? Mutter, mutter, stress-free. (Someone once said
see Rome and die, | begun to think this was it.)

Eventually and mostly due to my companions' instructions and skill we were spat out onto
the Auto Strada, the main toll road that is the backbone to the country. Here the extras
from Ben-Hur really got a move on and that included truck drivers. We ran the gauntlet of
this automobile bowling alley for another hour or so until we pulled into a roadside rest
stop and made phone contact with our 'guide’ who would meet us and show us to our
'villa'.
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After exiting the toll road, which involved much searching and dropping of Euros, we met
our guide who set out at speed with us trying to hang onto his exhaust through the back
streets of Orvieto in the Umbrian hills. Narrowly missing a number of the small three
wheeled trucks that seemed to come out of every side street, we headed for the hills
where we were greeted by 5 miles of hairpin bends with a mountain one side and infinity
the other. The passengers suddenly went quiet and even the ever-present sav nav fell
silent!

Up and up we went and came out on top of the mountain where immediately we turned
down a tiny road. Peering through the dust kicked up by our 'guide’, taking no notice of a
prominent no-entry sign, we finally came to rest. As the dust cleared and the only sound
was the ticking of the "beast's" cooling heart, we were greeted by a wondrous sight.

"What do you think Dad?" For once | was speechless. Those who have read my scribbling
know my penchant for sheds and this 'villa' was a shed made in heaven. It looked as
though Heidi had met Pinocchio and lived happily ever after on this mountain, where the
only sound in the pristine blue sky was the tinkling of the bells hung round the sheep's
necks. The inside didn't disappoint with furniture and design by an eminent sculpture; we
felt we were in a set from a movie.

During the next week we explored many of the local hill top towns and ventured into Rome
on a return to visit. (The general consensus was we go by train, as the thought of meeting
the beast in his lair was a drive to far). The trip around the city was not without incident as
we had taken the city tour, which allowed getting off and on at will.

As we came in sight of the Vatican and St Peter's my lady wife was so anxious to alight,
that she forgot she still had the head phones to the audio guide plugged in and when said
items reached the maximum of the elasticity they released with enough force to fly round
the neck of a sturdy German Frau, all but throttling her.

As we beat a strategic retreat, the tour guide was doing her best to extricate the lady from
the yellow leads that bound her.

The trip to the Sistine Chapel didn't disappoint but the recent refurbishment of the museum
meant that by the time we eventually reached the splendour, we were all cultured out on
the various artefacts and splendid works of art.

Returning to the tour bus we 'enjoyed' the Rome rush hour with the gridlock, swarms of
scooters weaving in and out of the traffic and the constant posing of the inhabitants. There
is no doubt that Romans have taken personal and sartorial elegance to a new level. Even
the police were admiring themselves in shop windows while street traders and pickpockets
went about their business unhindered.

Meanwhile the darkest, quietest nights, only punctured by diamonds in heavens, made our
stress free holiday complete. We enjoyed good fresh meals, many laughs, (my son in law
is a talented mimic and we have a similar sense of humour) my daughter fulfilled her
promise of a stress-free holiday (apart from the driving) and the lady wife and | were
eventually jolted back to reality, (it was a bumpy landing) when we landed back at
Stansted and fought our way to the shuttle bus struggling against the heaving mass of
silver backs returning from the Costas. Stress who needs it?

Vyse
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Christmas at Buckland Barn

Lower Farm, Buckland, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0PS

Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm
Sunday 10am to 4pm

Halloween, Fireworks,
Trees and Lights,
Decorations, Gifts, Tableware
and much more.

Tel: 01763 272 549
www.ChristmasAtBucklandBarn.com

Have you enjoyed this month's Journal?

If so, why not have it delivered regularly to your door. Join Buntingford Civic Society and
part of your fee will pay for your Journal and the remainder will go to the Civic Society
whose efforts monitor the town we value.

_T';“N;”’% BCS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

- By

A
. B\/:f | / We* wish to apply for family membership of the Buntingford Civic

)

3
7
‘c S (3(,\\’ Society, at the annual subscription rate indicated below.
Name/s:
Address:
Post code: Tel:

I /We* enclose £7 door delivery subscription / £15 postal (UK) subscription *

Signed:
Send to: Chris Eagle (Membership Secretary)
5 Monks Walk
Buntingford
Hertfordshire SG9 9EE *delete as appropriate
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