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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

11:00am ï 11:45am 
 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:00pm ï 6:45pm  
 
 

4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 9:45pm 
 

8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

11:00am & 11:45am 

 
4:15pm ï 9:00pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm  
 

8:10pm ï 8:55pm  

 

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall (term time). Contact Jen Harris 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class, to age 5. Term time at Seth 
Ward CC. Ã2 per child. Contact the Buntingford Collective on Facebook. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Positive Movement exercises at Seth Ward CC. Ã3. 01462 678804. 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Ballet Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward CC. Contact Peter Deacon 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. 
Call Danny on 07879 853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p for 
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

Tappy Toes at Seth Ward CC. Dance & movement for children who are 
confidently walking, up to age 4. Ã2 per family. Term time only. 01763 273008.  

Ballet, Modern & Tap Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School of 
Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s & Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit 
Astro Turf. For more info, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

óBraughing Singô Community Choir at Jenyns School, Braughing. 
Contact Elaine 07501 495940 / 01763 289738 / www.braughingsing.com. 

Adult Tap Dance Classes for Fun & Fitness at Freman College.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

D   E  ï M  2017 
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8:30pm ï 9:30pm 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

6:45pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm  

 
8:00pm 
 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

9:45am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00 
  
  

 1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
 

 
 
 
2:00pm ï 3:00pm 

 
4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

4:30pm ï 7:45pm  
 

5:30pm  

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more  
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cardio Blast at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 
647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 

Ware & District Photographic Society at Arts Centre, Kibes Lane, Ware, 
SG12 7ED.  SepïMay. Barbara 01920 822104 or see www.wareps.org.uk  
 
 

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
 

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
  

Pilates (Beginners) at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui Smith 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Street Dance Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010. 

Cougars U7s & U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  

 
 
 

W '  O   

mailto:eileensaerobics@hotmail.com


4  

 

 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 
 

 
7.30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am ï 10:30am  
 

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am ï 12:00 
  

  
1:15pm 
  

 
4:15pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

SATURDAYS 

9:00am ï 1:00pm 
 
 

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï11:00am 
  

 
10:30am ï11:30am 
  

 
2:15pm ï 4:15pm 

SUNDAYS 

10:00am ï 12noon 
 
 

 

 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Adelaide  07710 550050. 
 

Free Tennis at Norfolk Road Multigames Area, May to Sep. All ages/abilities ï 
buntingfordtennis@btinternet.com / www.buntingfordtennisclub.co.uk 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 /  
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward CC. Contact Liz James on 01763 274010. 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 

WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler Rhyme Time at Seth Ward CC. Singing group. Ã1 per child. 
Term time only. 01763 273008. 
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 

 All Abilities MultiSports at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 
  

Lab-Tots sessions at the Library till 14th July. Call Sophia on 07720 292350 
(see page 39). 

Ballet & Modern Dance Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School 
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

Ballet, Modern & Tap Dance Classes at Freman College and at URC Hall 
(9amï12noon). Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
 

Walking Football at Norfolk Rd Multigames Area, Bowling Green Lane. Ã2 
per session. For more info call Jeff Jones 01763 274800 /  07836 232963. 

 Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Free Tennis at Norfolk Road Multigames Area, April to Oct. All ages/abilities ï 
buntingfordtennis@btinternet.com / www.buntingfordtennisclub.co.uk 

D   E  ï M  2017 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal,  
please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095  
or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
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M̈  ̠
 

Mon 1st  

 

Tues 2nd 
 

Wed 3rd 

 

Wed 3rd 
 

Thurs 4th  
 

Sat 6th  
 

Sat 6th  
 

Mon 8th  
 

Wed 10th  
 

Wed 10th  
 

 
Thurs 11th  
 

Sat 13th  
 

 
Mon 15th  
 

Thurs 18th 
 

Thurs 18th 
 

 
Fri 19th 
 

 
Sat 20th  
 
 

Mon 22nd  
 

 
Thurs 25th 
 

J̜̌̕ 
Thurs 8th  
 

Fri 9th  
 

Sat 10th 
 

Fri 23rd 
 

J̜̠̓ 
Sat 1st  
 

Sat 8th  
 

Sat 15th  
 

A̛̜̜̎̚ 
26/27/28  
 

 
Open Morning at Buntingford Bowls Club (see page 44). 
 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

6pm Free Bowls Lessons. Also Sun 7th, Thur 11th, Sun 14th (page 44). 
 

7:45pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club at URC Hall (page 19). 
 

7amï10pm Local Elections Polling Day (see page 22). 
 

10amï4pm Barkway Market (see page 14). 
 

7:30pm Reed Spring Quiz (see page 35). 
 

1:30pm U3A Monthly Meeting at the Community Centre (see page 33). 
 

10:30ï12noon B.A.L.A. Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 45). 
 

8pm Royal British Legion, Buntingford Branch Meeting, at The Crown, 
Market Hill (see page 13). 

 

7:15 for 7:30pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 45).  
 

7:30pm Buntingford Twinning Association Saturday Night Hop, entry 
by ticket only (see page 28). 

 

8pm Unplugged Acoustic Night at The Crown, Market Hill. 
 

to Sun 28th Ashwell Music Festival at St Maryôs Church (see page 34). 
 

8pm Hormead & Hare Street Garden Club at Gt Hormead Village Hall,  
óFuchsia Husbandryô with Brian Carline. Visitors Ã3. 

 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown,  
David Cockle ï The Enfield Railway Part 3. 

 

9:45am Annual Rogation Walk, starting at Little Hormead Church. For 
details call Stephen Ruff 01763 289516 (see page 48). 

 

12noonï2:30pm Jazz on the Heath at Therfield Heath Caf® with Dave 
Ranceôs Rocking Chair Band. Ã7 on the door. 

 

8:15pm óJottings of two Buntingford vicarsô at Braughing Local History 
Society (see page 17). 

 

7amï10pm General Election Polling Day. 
 

5ï6:30pm MPôs Surgery at The Manor House (see page 9). 
 

Trip to National Arboretum with Royal British Legion (see page 13). 
 

to Sun 16th July Thaxted Festival (see page 34). 
 
 

Buntingford In Bloom Competition ï judging day (see page 12).  
 

12ï6pm Braughing Fair & Wheelbarrow Race (see page 47). 
 

2ï5pm Strawberry Fair & Tabletop Sale, Westmill (see page 18).  
 

 
10amï5pm Westmill Art Exhibition (see page 18). 
 

D   Y  D 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 17:30 
  Friday 14:00 ï 17:30 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading  

Welcome to the May Journal which I have to confess, due to personal commitments, has 
been done in a bit of a rush! There are no school reports this month because of the 
Easter holidays. Also, Jeff Jones is in electoral ópurdahô on the run up to the local council 
elections on 4th  May, so his regular óNews from your District Councillorô is also absent. I 
do hope youôre not feeling election fatigue. If, like me, you were one of the 22% who 
voted in the local referendum in March, the announcement of a General Election to be 
held on 8th June means we will have visited the polling station 4 times in less than 3 
months. Too much for many, I know, but I always think of the women who fought to win 
the right for me to vote, and all the people in less comfortable parts ot the world who are 
still fighting for that right, and I feel itôs my duty and a small enough one at that. 

Now, dear readers, I would like to ask for your help. I am increasingly worried that the 
óWhatôs Onô section on pages 2 to 4 is out of date. Some of the entries have been notified 
to me fairly recently, but for many of them I have not had confirmation or update 
information for some time. If you see an entry where you know the information is wrong, 
please let me know. Or if you have requested an entry at sometime in the past, could you 
please check it and let me know if any changes are needed? Also, if you would like a new 
listing included, I would love to hear from you. 

I want to thank everyone who has sent in material for the Journal, whether for this month 
or in the past. Itôs lovely that Iôve been getting some photographs recently ï a couple of 
wildlife ones are in the centre pages. I am always on the lookout for a cover photo each 
month and some of you who have sent photos in may be wondering why yours has not 
been chosen. There could be one of several reasons ï it might simply be the wrong 
shape (portrait instead of landscape); it might not reflect the particular month or time of 
year; or often it is because it is not high enough resolution so will not reproduce as a 
sharp image at the size it needs to be on the cover. But please keep on sending them in. 

A couple of things to highlight this month. We have an article on the use of acupuncture 
to treat pets. There is an intriguing short story ï I kept thinking something awful was 
going to happen, Rob Titchener-style (Archersô fans will know what I mean), but é well, 
read it and see for yourself. And finally a call to people with garden ponds ï some fish in 
Braughing are in need of a new home. 

Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the June 2017 Journal  

is Saturday 13th May 2017 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  



8  

 

 

Letters & emails to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

Buntingford Community Garden 

May I just clarify the status of the Community Garden. The garden is maintained by three 
independent volunteers. Flower beds by Jean and Brian and the lawns by Duncan. We 
have no income and rely solely on donations. We are very grateful to Buntingford Town 
Council for donations which buy summer bedding and other plants. Also to Buntingford 
Civic Society who supplied the garden sign. Without their financial help the garden would 
cease to exist. 

Kind regards, Brian Lemay 

Editorôs Note: Further to the letter from David Edwards in last monthôs Journal about the 
inconvenience of having to travel all the way to Ware to pick up an undelivered parcel, 
former BCS Chairman Derek Cooper, who has also had delivery problems, raised the 
issue with our MP, the Rt Hon Sir Oliver Heald QC. He in turn queried the issue with 
Laura Tarling, Public Affairs Manager at the Post Office. Her reply is reproduced here: 
  
ñDear Sir Oliver 

Thank you for your email sent on behalf of Mr Derek Cooper, regarding Buntingford Post 
Office. 

The Buntingford branch is one of our Main Post Offices offering the full range of 
products and services. In terms of the Royal Mail sorting office that was previously 
located in Buntingford, we are aware that Royal Mail decided to relocate this element of 
the service to Ware in 2015, however, the collection of undelivered mail continues to be 
available from the Buntingford branch. A card is left by the postmen and women at the 
customerôs home when itôs not possible to deliver an item of mail  and would include 
information on redelivery and an option to pick up the mail from their local Post Office.   

Itôs not clear from Mr Cooperôs email whether he has received a card advising him to 
collect his mail from Ware. If this is the case then please let me know and I would be 
happy to forward on the complaint to Royal Mail who would need to respond.  Royal 
Mail  are responsible for the delivery of mail and as you may be aware Post Office and 
Royal Mail now operate independently. 

I do hope that my response helps to clarify the situation for Mr Cooper but please do not 
hesitate to contact me again if you require any further assistance é 

With best wishes 
Laura [Tarling]ò 

So there we have it ï  it should still be possible for Buntingford residents to collect our 
undelivered parcels from Buntingford Post Office. However, according to Derek it was the 
staff at Buntingford Post Office who advised him and another customer that they no 
longer held parcels for collection, so perhaps some clarification is still required for those 
concerned?  

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC MP  
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE  

will be holding his next MPõs surgery in Buntingford on 

Friday 9 th  June 2017, 5.00 -6.30pm  
At The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford  SG9 9AB  

For an appointment please ring: 01462 486074  
Email:  oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk  

Or look online at:  www.oliverhealdmp.com  

Dear Christine 
What price a conservation area? 

The new owner of the White House has cut down seven trees ï trees that were all 
subject to Tree Protection Orders and trees that HCC consistently refused me permission 
to even trim to enhance the safety of pedestrians in Church Street, let alone cut down! It 
has made a wasteland at the back of the White House (see photos) and substantially 
alters the view from the top of Church Street (see photos in Buntingford in Transition 
article, page 26).  

The Tree surgeons who did the work said that they had all the necessary permissions 
from HCC to do the work ï and Iôm sure that they did. But how could the heart of the 
Buntingford Conservation Area come to be butchered in this way? You have to wonder ... 
I feel like thereôs been a bereavement in Buntingford. 

David Woollcombe 
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Thanks to all of you who took the time to vote in the Neighbourhood Plan referendum on 
23rd March. The result was a resounding 94% YES vote which means that the plan will 
now be ómadeô. We had always been informed that as soon as a óyesô vote was officially 
recorded the plan would be in force. It now transpires that the Neighbourhood Plan must 
be made (brought into legal force) by the local planning authority (EHDC) within 8 weeks 
of the referendum. The plan will therefore be 'made' by 18th May. At this point it will  be 
used as a material planning consideration by EHDC when deciding any future planning 
applications, although until that date it still carries 'significant weight'.  

The official referendum figures were: 

¶ 1351 votes cast, of which 1268 votes were in favour of Yes (94%) and 82 votes cast 
in favour of No (6%). 

¶ 1 ballot paper was rejected.  

¶ Turnout was 22.3%. 

The Buntingford in Bloom competition will again be held this year sponsored by the Civic 
Society. Judging will be on 1st July and will be limited to front gardens (to allow easier 
judging if entrants are out or away). An entry form is on page 12 of this Journal, or hard 
copies will be available from the Manor House. 

The Civic Voice heritage day will take place this year on 17th June. Buntingford Civic 
Society will be marking the event with a rural footpath ramble and a repeat of the guided 
Town heritage walks. There will be further details on these events in coming weeks. 

The bench along the Causeway, which 
was donated to the Town by the Civic 
Society years ago, is now in a state of 
disrepair and beyond saving. A new bench 
(of wood-effect resin and therefore longer 
lasting) will be purchased by the Civic 
Society to replace the old one and should 
be in place within the next month or two. 

Many of you will have seen the Gazebo 
now in Layston Gardens. This was erected 
by the Town Council to commemorate the 
Queenôs 90th birthday and was óopenedô 
on 25th March by Councillor Mrs Bonner, 
the Chair of Amenities, and Mayor John 
Noades (photo, right). The opening was 
attended by our MP the Rt Hon Sir Oliver 
Heald and his wife and the Chair of 
EHDC. Thanks go to Freman College for 
the musical interludes. Well done to all 
involved in the project ï another worthy 
addition to our Town. Councillor Bonner 
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had composed a short poem for the event which she read prior to the ribbon-cutting. 

The Queen had a Birthday, four score years and ten, 
We should mark the occasion, but what, how and when? 
A tree, a bench, a flower bed, these things first came to mind, 
Then thought, a gazebo, that shouldn't be hard to find. 
So ahead we went a-searching for the very best 
And when we saw this lovely one, it truly passed the test. 
It must be strong and stable and have roses all around  
Special roses named Elizabeth II, now planted in the ground. 
The time it took to sort it out means we missed Her 90th year,  
But all good things come to those who wait so let's give a great big cheer. 

Graham Bonner, Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Name  ...............................................................................................................  (Please Print) 
 

Address  ....................................................................................................................................  

 ....................................................................................................................................................  
 

Postcode  .......................................................  Tel No  .............................................................  
 

Email address  .........................................................................................................................  
 

Signed  ......................................................................................................................................  
 

CURRENT ANNUAL MEMBE RSHIP FEE:  £10 per Household  

 (includes hand delivery of the Buntingford Journal to your door)  

TO JOIN THE CIVIC SO CIETY as a NEW member, please complete this form and 

post it, together with a cheque made payable to Buntingford Civic Society, to:  

Mr Peter Hay,  c/o Country Properties,  

34 High Street,  Buntingford, Herts SG9 9AQ  

Email enquiries to the BCS Chairman:  graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk  

Buntingford Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Membership Application Form for New Members  

For Civic Society use only  

Membership fee paid by:  cheque                           cash 



12  

 

 

Buntingford In Bloom Competition 

BEST KEPT FRONT GARDEN 2017      

We have selected front gardens so the judges can view the entrants without 

disturbing the residents. Any tubs and containers will be included. 

The judging will take place on Saturday 1
st
 July and the judging panel will 

be looking for: 

¶ Overall design and appearance ï 30 points 

¶ Choice and quality of plants ï 30 points 

¶ Health of plants ï 20 points 

¶ Cleanliness and tidiness of garden ï 20 points 

Winners will be notified in mid July. The judging panelôs decision will be final. 

How to enter: Simply complete this entry form and return it to the address 

shown below.  Forms must be returned no later than Monday 12
th
 June 2017. 

 

Title:  __________ 

Name:  ___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

Postcode: _____________________ 

Phone number: __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Completed forms to be sent to:  

Graham Waite, c/o Buntingford Town Council 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

There is an opportunity for all 

residents of Buntingford to 

participate in the Buntingford 

Civic Societyôs Best Kept  

Front Garden Competition. 

There will be prize money available for 1
st
, 2
nd
 and 3

rd
 places. 

Entry Form  
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The Buntingford Branch 
of The Royal British 
Legion is seeking new 
members. Membership is 
open to everyone.  

If you have an interest in 
the objectives of the Royal 
British Legion and want to 
help and support those 
who have served and their 
families, come and join us. 
We welcome men and 
women of all ages, 
whether they have served 
in the Forces or not.  

The Branch meets on the 

2
nd
 Wednesday of every 

month (with the exception 

of January and August) in 

The Crown public house 

on Market Hill, 17 High 

Street, Buntingford SG9 

9AB. Meetings commence 

8pm. The next meeting is 

on Wednesday 10
th
 May.  

For further information see our website: 

http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/buntingford  

Or contact Branch Secretary Mrs Di Bamford on 01763 848481 

Trip to the National Arboretum, Staffordshire  

10
th
 June 2017 

Following a very successful trip in October 2015, on behalf of the Royal British Legion 
I am organising a second outing from Buntingford to the National Arboretum in June 
this year. So far, 25 people have responded and booked their places on the coach. 
This means a limited number of seats are still available for anyone wishing to join us. 
The eventual number will determine the cost of the trip. As a guide, the same trip in 
October 2015 cost about Ã35 per head. We left Buntingford at around 8.30am and got 
back home around 6pm.  

Anyone interested please contact me, Peter Branagan 

Email:  bransack@btinternet.com   Tel:  01763 272364 

http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/buntingford
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SCAM WATCH 
Dangers of an external mailbox 
Many Hertfordshire residents have had credit cards, mobile phones or other services 
ordered in their name after their post has been stolen or tampered with. This is a form of 
Identity Fraud, which recent figures show is at the highest levels ever recorded in the 
UK. Residents with external mailboxes appear to be at greater risk of fraudsters stealing 
documents containing personal details, which they then use to order credit cards, open 
accounts, or order other services in the residentôs name. When the fraudulently ordered 
credit cards are delivered, the fraudster intercepts them from the residentôs mail-
box. Victims of this type of fraud are particularly disturbed to realise that  in order to take 
the items as soon as they have been delivered, the fraudsters have been monitoring 
their home and watching their movements. Often the crime only comes to light when the 
credit card company or other service providers contact the resident to chase payment. 

A recent Hertfordshire victim had items stolen over a period of time from a locked mail-
box that was out of sight of his house. It is believed that the fraudsters used skeleton 
keys. He has since added a combination lock and also suggests that a deep mailbox 
with an internal baffle plate (which makes it very hard/impossible to take anything out of 
the box) is another good security measure. Please consider the security of your postal 
deliveries. Police recommend that residents wishing to purchase items to improve their 
security should look for items endorsed by óSecured By Designô (securedbydesign.com). 

Over 200 reports of ófriendlyô fraudster email scam in three days 
One of the latest ploys in scam óphishingô emails is for fraudsters to claim that they are a 
ñlaw-abiding citizenò who has accidentally received a file with personal information about 
you. They attach a document which they claim contains the personal details and suggest 
that you open it to see what may have been shared with scammers.  DO NOT OPEN 
THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT! It opens the door to malware being downloaded onto 
your computer, which then attempts to obtain sensitive data, such as banking credentials 
and passwords, and this is used to try to steal your money. Up-to-date virus protection is 
essential to protect yourself from malware, but it will not always prevent infection. If you 
think your bank details have been compromised, contact your bank immediately. 

To protect yourself: DO NOT click on links or attachments in unsolicited emails or SMS 
messages. Remember, fraudsters can óspoofô an email address; check the email header 
to identify the true source. DO NOT enable macros in downloads, as this allows malware 
to be installed onto your device. ALWAYS install software updates as soon as they are 
available. CREATE regular backups of important files to an external hard drive, memory 
stick or online storage provider. Donôt leave the backup connected to your computer. 

Three Short Scam Awareness Videos 
Financial Fraud Action UK recently invited celebrities Carol Vorderman, Donna Air and 
Rufus Hound to a Scam Academy as part of óTake Fiveô, a national campaign to help 
consumers and businesses spot and stop fraud. The three óstudentsô were put through 
their paces by experts, revealing the techniques scammers use to trick people out of 
personal details and money. Three short films, each lasting around three minutes, on 
email, text and phone scams were made and can be viewed on the Herts Constabulary 
website at www.herts.police.uk/scamacademy. The message is óTake Fiveô before 
responding to any financial requests or sharing any personal or financial details.  

http://www.herts.police.uk/scamacademy
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER  
Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 

HOLY MASS each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days 10am & 8pm  Mon & Thurs 9:30am   

CONFESSIONS  Saturday mornings 10.30-11.00 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9DA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Secretary: Peter Godbert 
 buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 
 Tel: 01763 281359 

  

Services and Junior Church at 11.00am every Sunday  
Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

May 7 Morning Worship Dr Christine MacLeod 
 14 Holy Communion Rev  Neil Thorogood 
 21 Morning Worship Rev Allen Morton 
 28 Morning Worship  Maureen Hendall 
 

June  4 Morning Worship Richard Genochio 
   From the Brave Trust 

 
The Rev Duncan Goldie is on a 3-month sabbatical from 17th April until 17th July. 
Please contact the Church Secretary during this period. 
   

REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time. All young people and children 
are welcome. 

Bright Hour ï A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns & activities. The next 

meetings are on Tuesdays the 9th & 23rd May at 2.30pm in the Church Hall.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10.30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï Meet on the first Friday of the month from 
12.30 to 2.00pm. 

www.buntingfordurc.org.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden  

St .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the churches:  

St. Peterôs has a more contemporary style, St. Maryôs more traditional  

and St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for May 2017 

Sunday 7th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship 

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service 

 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 14th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship  

 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Family Worship 
 

Sunday 21st  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion  

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion  
 

Thursday 25th 7:00pm St Peterôs, Buntingford óThe Kingdom Comeô 

Ascension Day    Ecumenical Service  

    of Prayer 
 

Sunday 28th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Family Worship 

BRAUGHING LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETYBRAUGHING LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

Jottings of two Buntingford vicars  
The Layston Parish Memorandum Book is a fascinating 

notebook kept by two Layston clergymen, Alexander Strange 
(vicar 1604-50) & Thomas Heton (vicar c.1704-1747) 

Speaker: Heather Falvey 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нрǘƘ aŀȅ нлмтΣ уΦмрǇƳ  

!ǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ IŀƭƭΣ .ǊŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ 

Refreshments available.  All welcome.  

Entrance on the door:  Members Ã2, Guests Ã3 
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WESTMILL 

Strawberry Fair  

& Table Top Sale 
To be held in the Churchyard  
of St Mary the Virgin 

Saturday 15th July 2017 

2pm to 5pm  
Come along and enjoy a strawberry cream tea, a large variety of stalls  

and a raffle, to name but a few of the attractions.  

Entrance Ã1, children under 12 free. 

To book a table contact Cath on 01763 271159 / mobile 07503 178691.  

Bring your own table: Trade Ã25 per table, 2 tables or more Ã20 each;  

Private Ã15 per table, two or more tables Ã12.50 each. 

Ã10 non-refundable deposit per table. 

All proceeds to the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Westmill 

Westmill Art Exhibition 
AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND  

The time is fast approaching.  Are you busy 
painting? New artists are always welcome. Artists 
who have exhibited previously will be contacted. 

The exhibition will be held as usual over the late  
summer Bank Holiday ð 26, 27, 28 August ð  
from 10am to 5pm in Westmill Village Hall. 

Everyone is welcome to come and have a look.  
There is no entry fee to the exhibition, but donations 

are welcome.  All works are for sale.  Funds raised go to local charities and good 
causes. Hope to see you there. 

For further information or an entry form contact Olga on 01763 273654 

or e-mail Sue on phippsappleyard@btinternet.com 
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BUNTINGFORD GARDENERSô CLUB 
Our speaker in April was rose expert Simon White. Heôs a great character and having 
worked at the renowned Peter Beales Roses nursery for over 30 odd years, he 
certainly knows a thing or two about roses! He amused us all with anecdotes from the 
world renowned nursery, which covers 3 acres in Attleborough in the heart of Norfolk. 
It has over 1,100 rose varieties for sale, plus many other plants.   

Simon took us through a gardening year, basing it on his own small garden where he 
has managed to cram in an unbelievable number of plants which obviously include 
many types of rose. One tip was to grow clematis through plants such as climbing 
roses/trees to give a longer period of colour. A great tip for planting a new rose into 
soil where roses have grown before is to use a cardboard box! Dig a hole large 
enough for the box (a good sized box, large enough to take the roots without 
cramping them), plant the rose in the box in a mix of John Innes No. 3, some well-
rotted manure and a handful of bonemeal ï then water well!  He had brought along 
some roses and clematis for sale and quite a few members were seen leaving the 
meeting with roses to plant next day. (Donôt forget, members, plenty of water 
especially in this dry weather!) 

We are always happy to welcome new members (the subscription is great value at 
just Ã15 per year) and non-members are also welcome to come along to meetings for 
a charge of Ã3. For more information about Buntingford Gardenersô Club contact the 
Secretary, Lesley Lowers, on 01763 271885 or come along to the next meeting. We 
meet at 7.45pm on the first Wednesday of the month at URC Hall in Baldock Road. 

The speaker at our meeting in May will be Joe Sharman, óMr Snowdropô, from 
Monksilver Nursery, talking about cyclamen ï and perhaps the odd snowdrop?   

Lesley Lowers 
 

Janet Murrells, Club Chair 

Hertfordshire 
Campaign to Protect Rural England 

Standing up for 
Hertfordshireôs Countryside 

CPRE HERTFORDSHIREôS RURAL LIVING AWARDS 2017  

CPRE Hertfordshire is keen to give recognition to projects, individuals and rural 
businesses which improve life and enhance the environment in Hertfordshireôs villages 
and its countryside. Following an award evening, CPRE Hertfordshireôs chairman, David 
Irving, said: ñWe have demonstrated there is a lot going on and people do care about 
rural communities in Hertfordshire. All of these people are doing these things on a 
voluntary basis, which demonstrates a deep care for the countryside.ò 

If you know of anyone or anything you think should be recognised, please submit a 
nomination form for the Rural Living Awards. The closing date is Friday 26th May.   

For full information, or to download a nomination form, visit www.cpreherts.org.uk, or 
call Gill on 01438 717587. 

CPRE Hertfordshire 
31a Church Street, Welwyn, AL6 9LW 

www.cpreherts.org.uk 

email: office@cpreherts.org.uk 

01438 717587 

http://www.cpreherts.org.uk/
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 Itôs all happening down at Yew Tree Alpacas 
Spring and summer are very busy times  
at Yew Tree Alpacas in Anstey. First, in 
May, comes the annual shearing when  
our alpacas have their thick coats 
removed. They change from looking like 
cuddly teddy bears to being streamlined 
and stylish.   

The shearing produces nearly 100 bags of 
first (the best quality) and second (quality) 
fleece. Fleece samples are taken to test the 
fineness of the fleece, so we know which fleeces to process for yarn and which to use for 
other alpaca products. Only the finest fleeces go to the mill to be processed into yarn. 

After shearing itôs birthing time for many of our female alpacas. In June and July this year 
we expect to have between 10 and 12 new arrivals. The alpaca gestation period is 11-
11İ months ï it takes a while to produce an alpaca baby, known as a cria. Alpacas are 
usually good mothers and so long as the cria suckle frequently during their first 12 hours 
of life they will receive the essential colostrum to make them strong and healthy. The cria 
stay with their mothers until the following January or February, when they will join either 
the main male or female herd. 

Summer is a great time 
to come and visit Yew 
Tree Alpacas. Why not 
plan your special 
birthday or celebration 
with us? We organise 
bespoke visits for 
groups of 8 or more (up 
to 20) and can do lunch 
or full afternoon tea, 
with talks and visits to 
the mums and babies 
and to feed our boys. 
Prices start at Ã16.50 
per person for visits  
with refreshments and 
biscuits, and go up to 
Ã25 per person for the 
full afternoon including 
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home-made scones and luxurious 
clotted cream. Take the opportunity 
to do something different this 
summer whilst supporting a local 
rural business. Booking is essential.  

You can call us on 01763 
848257 or email us at 

info@yewtreeapacas.co.uk 

Visit our website for more 
information:  

www.yewtreealpacas.co.uk 

Helping Hands for Ladies 

I would like to introduce my new business 
óHelping Hands for Ladiesô. I am aiming 
predominantly to assist ladies in our area 
who have jobs that need doing that they 
cannot manage on their own. I am a postural 
stability instructor by training and until 
recently helped people with balance 
problems, via funding from the NHS which 
has now been withdrawn. I worked mainly 
with older people, and have seen at first 
hand how older ladies in particular can no 
longer cope with some jobs alone. Or 
younger ladies with busy families might need 
help with a task and enjoy the company of 
another lady doing the heavy work.  

Sometimes we find it a bit overwhelming to have a team of tradesmen in our home, 
or we are worried that the jobs are too small for large maintenance companies. With 
Helping Hands for Ladies there is no call out charge, or obligation, you just give me a 
ring, text or email, and I will call round and you can show me what you need done.  
It doesnôt matter how small the job. The only costs are for materials used (unless you 
supply your own) and a flat hourly rate ï minimum of 2 hours @ Ã15 per hour.   

If we need a bit more muscle then my husband, who has successfully run his own 
Handyman business for over 15 years, can help. If the job does require a qualified 
electrician/plumber/gas safe person or builder then you would need to contact a local 
trusted tradesman.  Some jobs are for the specialists. 

But I can clean, clear, tidy, or paint inside or out. Jetwashing outside, washing down 
and carpet cleaning inside. Or I can come and help you to do the job as a team.  
We can go and choose paints or plants together, as long as it includes a coffee!!! 

So if you have a job needs doing, why not give me a call? 

Debbie   

Tel: 07764 951300     Email: debbranagan@btinternet.com 

mailto:info@yewtreeapacas.co.uk
http://www.yewtreealpacas.co.uk
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

The Neighbourhood Plan Referendum was held on the 23rd March 
with 22.3% of the Electorate turning out to vote. Of those voting 94% 
cast in favour of Yes and 6% voted No. This means that East Herts 

Council will now use the Neighbourhood Plan to help it decide planning applications in 
the neighbourhood area. For those of you who donôt know, the neighbourhood area 
represents Aspenden, Buckland & Chipping, Buntingford, Cottered, Hormead & Hare 
Street and Wyddial. A small number of people worked tirelessly to produce the plan and 
our thanks go to them for their hard work and determination. 

The Gazebo in Layston Court Gardens, which was erected to commemorate the 
Queenôs 90th Birthday, has finally been officially opened. We look forward to seeing the 
Queen Elizabeth roses in bloom and hope residents enjoy the gazebo. 

A successful meeting was held with High Street residents to hear their concerns and 
comments on the proposed works to the High Street. The Phoenix Team will now move 
forward with further surveys which are needed to help shape the final design. 

A reminder that the Manor House will be open as a Polling Station on 4th May, 7am to 
10pm, for the County Council Elections. You should by now have received your polling 
card from East Herts Council, enquiries to the Electoral Registration Department if you 
have not received your card. 

You may not be aware that the Manor House is licensed for Civil Ceremonies ï the only 
venue in the town that holds such a license. Itôs an ideal location if you would like to hold 
your important ceremony in Buntingford. If you would like to find out more, we are very 
happy to show you around, just call in during opening hours. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

Town Council meetings for May 2017 

Thurs 11
th  
May 

 

Thurs 18
th
 May 

 
Thurs 25

th
 May 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Annual Meeting & Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated  
otherwise. Members of the public are welcome to attend.  
Please check the BTC website for further details.  
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A Crime Not to Care 

WATCH WHAT CAN HAPPEN  

TO YOUR WASTE  

Out of sight, out of mind ï thatôs what too many people think when they hand their 
rubbish over to someone else to dispose of without checking their credentials. If your 
rubbish is not disposed of responsibly, you could be liable even if you have paid 
someone to get rid of it for you. 

As part of the ó#CrimeNotToCareô campaign East Herts Council, in association with  
the National Farmersô Union and Keep Britain Tidy, have produced a video to highlight  
the very serious issue of flytipping in our district. You can watch this short video at  
https://youtu.be/_Oo51l-Q1Xg and see the harm thatôs caused when your old sofa, 
fridge or building materials are dumped in the East Herts countryside. Listen to local 
farmers talking about the environmental damage caused and the financial cost to them 
of clearing up other peopleôs rubbish dumped on their land.  

Householders have a legal óduty to careô to check theyôre only giving waste to a licensed 
carrier. Before you hand over your rubbish to anyone other than the council, itôs your 
responsibility to check theyôre registered with the Environment Agency. To check, go  
to www.environment.data.gov.uk/public-register or call the Environment Agency on 
03708 506 506. 

If you give your waste to someone who approaches you, thereôs a reasonable chance 
that it will get fly-tipped. Reputable companies donôt usually make direct approaches.  

NFU Hertfordshire county 
adviser Niamh Kilgallen 
said: ñFly-tipping is the 
scourge of the country-
side in Hertfordshire. This 
video highlights the impact 
it is having on farmland, 
and the time, effort and 
cost involved in clearing it. 

ñOur members are fed up 
with having to clean up 
other peopleôs waste ï  
waste that can harm 
wildlife and livestock and 
pollute the environment  
as well.  

ñThe key message is that 
the public can help reduce 
fly-tipping, and protect  
our beautiful countryside, 
by ensuring their waste  
is disposed of responsibly 
by a licensed carrier.ò 

https://youtu.be/_Oo51l-Q1Xg
http://www.environment.data.gov.uk/public-register
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 Stop Killing Our Wildlife! 
I read a very interesting article by Monty Don in the Weekend Mail magazine and I 
borrow ideas and extracts from it within this article. 

In the past gardeners knew every chemical there was to kill all garden pests. Thankfully 
we now live in a more enlightened time and good gardeners know that wildlife is an 
essential part of a healthy garden. Most garden pests, apart from next doorôs cat, are 
themselves food for other creatures. The fact that the frogôs favourite food is slugs and 
that thrushes are the nemesis of garden snails are just two examples. Nature is truly 
everything in balance, live and let live. 

Also, sitting in the summer garden watching dragonflies, birds, bees, frogs, ladybirds 
and other garden wildlife is actively good for our physical and mental health. It helps to 
relieve the stress all too present in modern life. 

But do we do enough to encourage wildlife into our gardens? Are you the ultra-tidy 
gardener? Lawns cut to a regulation height once a week and edges strimmed to the 
millimetre?  If thatôs you then Monty Don says:  

ñStop killing wildlife in the name of neatness or a very selective 
version of óhealthô.ò 

Let some edges of your lawn grow to long grass; this will give cover to small creatures. 
Build a small wildlife pond and you will be amazed what wildlife this will attract. Let a few 
nettles grow, perhaps in a pot, and be delighted what butterflies these attract. Or do as I 
do, turn one of your flower beds into a wildlife area by planting dense bushy shrubs, 
grasses and undergrowth. 

Finally, why do most of our municipal parks and playing fields have to resemble green, 
ultra-neat, wildlife deserts? On each and every one of Buntingford Councilôs managed 
green spaces, why not leave a metre-wide strip of wild grass along one boundary  
for wildlife to thrive? It would take little effort and make a huge difference to the wildlife 
food chain. 

Brian Lemay 

May I thank all those who kindly responded favourably to my óBreathing  
New Lifeô article in last monthôs Journal.  The movement grows. 

Over 100 Pond Fish, currently swimming in a garden pond in  

Braughing, are looking for friendly new pond/s to call home.  

If you can help some or all of them, please call:  

Marion Brown on 01920 821239 



 25 

 

*ÕÓÔ Ô×Ï ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇÆÏÒÄȡ  
!ÂÏÖÅ ɀ  ÁÎ %ÌÅÐÈÁÎÔ (Á×Ë -ÏÔÈ ÃÁÔÅÒÐÉÌÌÁÒȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÄ ÂÙ "ÒÉÁÎ ,ÅÍÁÙ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 
ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÌÁÓÔ *ÕÌÙȢ )Ô ÉÓ ή ÔÏ ΧΦ ÃÍ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÍÅÁÌ ÏÆ "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ ÆÕÃÈÓÉÁÓȢ   
"ÅÌÏ× ɀ Á +ÉÎÇǢÓÈÅÒȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÄ ÂÙ "ÒÉÁÎ 4ÅÂÂÕÔÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÂ  

ÂÅÈÉÎÄ #ÈÁÐÅÌ %ÎÄ ÃÏÔÔÁÇÅÓ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 


