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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

 
10:45am ï 11:30am 
 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

 
6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 
8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

10:45am ï 11:30am 
11:45am ï 12:30pm 

3:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm 

7:00pm ï 8:15pm  

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall, Baldock Road (term time only). Contact Jen Harris 
on 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow  for children who are walking. At Seth Ward Community 
Centre. Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon  
on 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk.  
No need to read music, no auditions, just bring your enthusiasm!  For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13ï19 years,  
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Danny Band on 07879 
853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã1.50 includes drink and 
snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate 
Smith MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  

Cheeky Chimps (2 separate sessions) at Seth Ward Community Centre.  
Ã2 per family. 01763 273008 

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf.  

Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf. For 
more info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Boot Camp at Layston School. Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Philippa 01763 271010. 

D   E  ï M  2015 
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7:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 8:30pm ï 9:30pm  
  

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
10:00am ï 11:00am 

10:30am 

 
 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00pm 
  
  

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
   
 
  
 

4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 
 
 

 
  
  

  

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 
 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Story Sacks at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per child 01763 273008. 

BALFF 10-week course started 14 January,  óCurrent Affairsô, at the 
Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Coffee served from 10am. For details 
contact Julia Peacock on 01763 272584. 

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Rita on 
07957 558782. 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Body Circuit classes at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al  
on 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only 
01763 273008. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
  

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Cougars U7s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
 

Cougars U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  
 

W '  O   

mailto:eileensaerobics@hotmail.com
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5:30pm ï 10:00pm 

7.30pm  

8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am & 11:00am 
 

 
10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am 
  

  
3.30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  
6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 
 

SATURDAYS 

8:30am ï 2:45pm  
  
  

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï 11:30am 
  

  
10:30am ï 11:30am 
  

 
11:am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 
 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm  
 

SUNDAYS 

10:00am   

Buntingford Swimming Club, Freman Pool. Adelaide Boon  07710 550050. 
 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward CC. Contact Liz James on 01763 274010. 
 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 
 

 
WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward. Ã1 first child, 50p for additional 
children to include tea & coffee. Contact Bramble Hill 01763 273008. 
 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate Smith 
MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit  www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 
  

All Abilities Multi Sports at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Jacqui  
on 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
  

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

 
Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College and  
URC Hall, Buntingford. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
  

3rd Sat in the month, Dadôs/Male Carers Group at the Scout Hut, Bowling 
Green Lane, Buntingford. Ã1 per child. 01763 273008. 
  

Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

1st Sat in the month, BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. Crafts, Food, Art & 
Gifts. Refreshments. Charity Raffle. Free squash & lollypop for children!  
 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 
 
 
Free Bowls Lessons at Buntingford Bowls Club 

 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal, 

please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095 

Or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

D   E  ï M  2015 
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Sat 2nd 
 

Sun 3rd  
 

 
 
Tues 5th 
 

Wed 6th  
 

Wed 6th  
 

 
Thurs 7th 
 

7th to 24th 

 

Sat 9th 
 

Sat 9th 
 

Mon 11th 
 

Thurs14th 
 

Fri 15th 
 

 

 
Sat 16th  
 

Sat 16th  
 

Sat 16th  
 

Sat 16th  
 

Sat 16th  
 

Sat 17th  
 

Wed 27th  
 

 
Wed 27th  
 

Wed 27th 
 

 
JUNE 

Mon 8th 
 

Sat 13th  
 

13th to 14th 

 

Sat 20th  
 

Sun 21st  
 

Sat 27th  
 

 
 

11amï2pm BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall.. 
 

10amï4pm Antiques & Vintage Fair at Barkway Village Hall, SG8 8BS. 
Ã1 Entry. Homemade cakes & refreshments. All enquiries Rosei Frost 
07720 647696, info@flapperfortunes.co.uk, www.flapperfortunes.co.uk 

 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

From 5:30pm The W.I. Centenary Baton in Buntingford (see page 21). 

 

7:45pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road.  
óWhy Gardens?ô. New members welcome (see page 45). 

 

7amï10pm General & District Council Elections at the Manor House. 
 

Ashwell Music Festival (see page 44). 
 

9:30amï12 Annual Plant Sale at St Peterôs Church (see page 25). 
 

7pm óA May Miscellanyô at St Maryôs Church, Reed (see page 19). 
 

2pm U3A Monthly Meeting at Seth Ward Community Centre (page 30). 
 

7:45pm Buntingford W.I. AGM at URC Hall (see page 43).  
 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society, meet at The Crown. 
óA Walk with the Admiralô (The history of a suburban road), with Richard 
Thomas. 

 

7:30pm Saturday Night Hop! with BTA (see page 26).  
 

7:30pm Spring Quiz Night in Reed (see page 23).  
 

7pm for 7:30pm Buntingford Scouts Quiz Night (see page 31).  
 

7:30 for 8pm Friends of Layston School Quiz Night (see page 34).  
 

7:30ï11pm VE Day Party in Cottered (see page 30).  
 

9amï12noon Millfield School Car Boot (see page 35). 
 

12:00noonï1pm BALA Buffet Lunch at Benson Hall, followed at 1:30 by 
AGM (see page 42). 

 

Trip to RHS Gardens Wisley with Buntingford Gardeners Club (see p.45). 

 

7pm for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall.  
Visitors welcome. 

 

 
2pm U3A Monthly Meeting at Seth Ward Community Centre (page 30). 
 

11amï4pm Charity Craft Fair at Seth Ward Community Centre (page 42). 
 

2ï5pm Sandon Bury Art Exhibition & Open Garden (see page 45). 
 

12:00noonï6pm Braughing Fair & Wheelbarrow Race 
 

Buntingford Civic Society Civic Day (see page 12) 
 

2ï5:30pm Open Gardens at Stocking Pelham (see page 43). 
 
 

D   Y  D 

mailto:info@flapperfortunes.co.uk
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Police surgeries: 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
 In emergencies dial 999 
2ï4pm on Saturdays at Buntingford Police Station 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0845 920 0800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon & Thurs 09:00 ï 18:00 
  Tues & Fri 14:00 ï 18:00 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
 Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
 Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri  
      08:00ï20:00, Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 
Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Many thanks to Debbie Lemay for proofreading  

Itôs General Election time, which doesnôt come round very often, so I thought it would be 
a good idea to bring you a round-up of all the candidates standing in Buntingford. The 
results of my efforts are on pages 14ï17, arranged alphabetically by party. There are 
also elections for the District Council and on page 17 you will find a list of all the 
candidates for Buntingford and Braughing wards, with their party affiliations. 

This little foray into journalism wasnôt all plain sailing. I started by Googling for a list of the 
candidates in our constituency, North East Hertfordshire, so I could contact them and I 
found there were only four names on it ï the Liberal Democrats were missing. I thought 
this was strange, so I went to the Lib-Dem website and sure enough the list of 
candidates, arranged alphabetically by constituency, didnôt have anyone for North East 
Herts. So I left it at that and ploughed on with contacting my four names and all was well 
in hand until, at the Town Meeting, I saw a flyer for the Question Time Debate at Freman 
College listing a Lib-Dem candidate taking part!  I have since tried and failed to get in 
touch with him, so unlike the others his entry in the round-up is drawn by me from the  
Lib-Dem website and campaign literature, and anyone who goes to the debate at Freman 
will know more than I do. The upshot of this tale is that I realise once again I am not cut 
out for journalism, Iôm better sticking to what I can do ï editing what is sent in by the 
regular contributors to the Journal and by you, itôs readers.  

One contributor who makes a welcome return this month is Teresa Bonner, who is back 
on the Poetry Page along with Sandra. Teresaôs tale concerns a particular kind of litter!  
In her typically amusing way, she makes a very good point ï why bag up your dogôs poo 
then leave it lying or hanging around? Bin it!  

Instead of a contemporary interview this month we are going back in time with a history 
of Bishop Seth Ward, submitted by Sheila Ormerod. For those who donôt know much 
about him, you can discover why his name is commemorated in several well-known 
buildings in Buntingford. 

Finally, with our new colour format I have to find a cover photograph each month. If you 
have a photo that you think would be great for the cover, why not send it in? There are no 
prizes, but you would get to see your picture in print. 

 Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the June 2015 Journal  

is Friday 15
th
 May 2015 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

After sixteen years as a Buntingford Town Councillor, I shall be standing down at this 
coming election. May I, through the Journal, thank those who nominated me and all  
those who voted for me for giving me a wonderful experience. It has been an education 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed it. Over the years I have met some lovely people 
throughout the county. I have had the honour of serving four Mayors as their Deputy ï 
Pat Whittaker, Eunice Woods, John Noades and Stan Bull ï and I myself had the honour 
and privilege of being Mayor in 2004ï6. During my term I only had two contentious issues 
to deal with (and I canôt even remember what they were now), unlike our present Mayor, 
Graham Bonner,  who has had two years of huge planning issues, planning appeals and 
all the work that that has produced. People use the word óvolunteerô as though itós a new 
concept but all our Councillors are volunteers and put in many hours behind the scenes. 

I would also like to pay tribute to our staff ï Jill Jones, our Town Clerk; Eddie Plume, 
Assistant Clerk; and Connor Matthews, our Apprentice ï for their expertise and support to 
Councillors and members of the public who call for advice and help throughout the day, 
either via the phone and emails or personally at the Manor House. 

There are only eight nominations for the Town Council this election. This means that 
there are four vacancies and the new Councillors will be looking for members to be  
co-opted. I do recommend it ï I had no idea what I was letting myself in for when I stood 
in my first election and that first year especially was a huge learning curve, but I wouldnôt 
have missed it for the world! 

Jean Cook 

Dear Christine 

Iôd like to thank District Councillor Jeff Jones for his efforts to secure his councilôs 
sponsorship for the Bowling Green Lane car park, something I have been working 
towards for many years. 

However, I was a little surprised at his news item in last monthôs Journal which said  
that he had previously negotiated with Fairview Homes to sponsor the car park ñbut  
East Herts Council did not think it appropriate that a housing developer fund this projectò.  
According to a report in the Mercury of February 19th, the sponsorship deal had fallen 
through because ñthe future of the development [of the old Sainsburyôs site] is threatened 
by the councilôs application to call in all uncompleted housing applications to the 
secretary of stateò, rather than a decision by the council. Perhaps there was a 
misunderstanding. Certainly, sponsorship of the car park is important but fighting 
development is, to my mind, far more important and if there is a choice between 
sponsorship of the car park and further massive development, the sponsorship goes. 

Cllr Jones now says the decision whether or not to sponsor the car park will be made by 
the councilôs executive committee on June 2nd. This is a group of just seven members,  
all Conservative. I always thought that democracy meant equal votes ï one per person. 
Perhaps the votes of these seven members are more equal than the votes of the other 
members of that council. After all, they, and Cllr Jones, are all part of the same party that 

The views expressed in the letters and articles in the Buntingford  

Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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approved planning applications for hundreds of homes in Buntingford. He adds that he 
disagreed with the town councilôs sponsorship of the car park using money which, he felt, 
was more properly used for all residents of the town. Perhaps he does not understand the 
correlation between a free car park and a thriving High Street, which definitely benefits all 
residents of the town, although not Cllr Jones himself as he does not live in Buntingford. 

Debbie Lemay 
233 Monks Walk, Buntingford,  SG9 9DY 

Tel: 01763 271927;  debbielemay@btinternet.com 

Dear Editor 
 ñLies, Damned Lies and Statisticsò 

The above was said by Benjamin Disraeli years ago but it still stands up today. 
Governments and charities all use statistics to their own ends, to put their spin on things 
to get their points across, but what are we to make of the contradictions? 

We are the 10th richest economy in the world, worth Ã2.435 trillion (source IMF), yet 
according to the Rowntree Foundation we have 13 million people living in poverty, thatôs 
20% of the population. How? We are one of the healthiest and fittest countries in the 
world, yet according to Scope we have 11 million people registered disabled. How? 
According to the Pearson/Economics Intelligence Unit we are the 6th most educated 
country in the world, yet according to the DoE nearly 1.5 million children in England are 
registered SEN (Special Educational Needs). Universities are having to teach pre-degree 
courses in English and Maths because students are not competent. Why? 

The proportion of people who are overweight and obese has reached 67% for men, 57% 
for woman, 29% for girls and 26% for boys (source IHME), yet according to The Trussell 
Trust we have nearly 1 million people using food banks. As a nation we throw away 30% 
of our food, 50% of which comes from households. And talking about food, we have 
hundreds of cookery programmes on television yet supermarkets are full of ready meals 
because nobody cooks any more. Where has it all gone wrong? 

The further you delve into statistics the more anomalies you find. So my message as we 
head to the General Election is donôt believe any of them, ôcos they are all lies! 

Ashley Cantor 

Dear Editor 
óShared Spaceô for Buntingford 

At the Annual Town Meeting on 16th April we gained a small insight from a rapid overview 
of the concept of óshared spaceô as it could apply to Buntingford. The Town Council  
have now received the consultantsô report which they commissioned. This includes 
specific proposals.  

The far-reaching concept involves removing much street signage, laying out visually 
attractive ógatewaysô on roads into town and, above all, ultimately doing away with the 
existing measures which separate traffic and pedestrians throughout the town centre.  
This would óciviliseô the use of the ócirculation spaceô shared. 

The concept is unashamedly a radical one and examples exist of famous schemes 
elsewhere. It would bring exciting changes to the use of circulation space within our town. 
Major benefits are claimed. We will need to draw on in-depth local knowledge ï as 
possessed by Journal readers ï to assess the proposals. Not all of them are obviously 
workable as they stand. For example, do readers think a ópedestrian piazzaô on Market 
Hill, with steps down to the High Street in front of the bank, would work well in practice? 
Or, is every bollard on the High Street an unnecessary encumbrance?   
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 It is up to all users of Buntingford ócirculation spaceô to make sure that the proposals are 
subject to a full óreality checkô to see that pedestrians and vehicle users are adequately 
catered for. A good scheme will be robust enough to stand a reality check. So let us look 
at the scheme, appreciate its advantages, spot any possible flaws and let our councillors 
know what we think. The Town Centre is something in which everyone has an interest. 
Lets not  leave it all to someone else. 

Martin Robbins 

Hi Christine 
Broadband Scheme in Reed  

I was hoping you might be able to give this a mention in this monthôs Journal. Attend2IT 
is launching a residential broadband scheme in the Reed area to supplement our high 
quality B2B work across Hertfordshire. We deliver broadband via wireless point to point. 
Unlike satellite it has good latency [see Editorôs Note below] and unlike ADSL it doesnôt 
matter how far you are from the exchange. We are offering 6Mbps for Ã50 a month and 
10Mbps for Ã80 a month. These are not óup toô speeds, these are the speeds you will 
actually get and there are no data caps. We need to hit a minimum number of users 
before we can go ahead, but we are confident there is enough interest in the area. For 
more info visit www.buntingfordbroadband.co.uk or ring us on 01763 87 80 86. 

Dominic Hampton 
Attend2IT, Unit 8, Park Farm Industrial Estate, Ermine Street, Buntingford SG9 9AZ 

Tel: 01763 878086;  email: dom@attend2it.co.uk 

Editors Note: Not being very technical I had to look up the term ólatencyô and found the 
following: ñLatency is basically the delay or time consumed sending a packet from a node 
and receiving a response from the recipient é also referred to as the round trip time 
(RTT) é It is extremely important éò  Hope this helps other non-techie folk out there. 
 
Dear Christine 

Buntingford Cougars Annual Tournament 

I would like to thank you for featuring Buntingford Cougars in the Journal. I would also 
like to let Journal readers know that we are hosting our annual tournament at the end of 
May and into June (31st May, 1st, 6th, 7th June). On these dates we expect large numbers 
of cars to arrive in Buntingford between 8.30 and 9.30am. We have a plan to park visitors 
in The Bury and on the London Road pitch next to the BP but we will expect some 
congestion and traffic delay at the south end of the town between 8.30 and 9.30am.  
We apologise in advance for any inconvenience. If any Journal readers would like to 
come along to The Bury and cheer on the local boys and girls we would love to welcome 
you to our tournament. 

Richard Daly, Buntingford Cougars 

Hi Christine 

I'm taking part in the Women V Cancer ï RIDE THE NIGHT 2015 on 30th May to raise 
money for CAF-Women  V Cancer. Iôve been training for the event along with my friend 
Anne, a careworker, since just before Christmas and we would really appreciate any 
support in our fundraising efforts. If anyone feels they could make a donation, please go 
to our JustGiving page at http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/
JacquiandAnne. As some Journal readers will know, I teach group fitness classes in 
Pilates and Bootcamp, and I am planning to run two classes where all class fees will go 
to the charity. Thank you in advance for any donations to this very worthwhile cause. 

Jacqui Smith 

http://www.buntingfordbroadband.co.uk
mailto:dom@attend2it.co.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/JacquiandAnne
http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/JacquiandAnne
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Buntingford Town has another 
new PCSO. Lucy Woolmer 
has joined PC David Miller and 
PCSO Aaron Pender in 
patrolling the Town. Please 
say hello when you see her out 
and about. If you would like to 
contact her, please email: 

 lucy.woolmer@herts.pnn.police.uk 

If you would like to join the OWL messaging system, email Lucy and she will add your 
details to the system. You will receive emails or messages via an automated landline 
service about incidents that have happened in the Town. 

Amanda Higham, PCSO 6666  
East Herts Rural Team, Buntingford Police Station 

For non-emergency incidents/queries, please ring 101. For all emergencies, ring 999. 

Countdown to 

Buntsfest 2015 

Buntsfest returns for a third year on Saturday 4th July with an all-American theme to 
celebrate Independence Day. The musical fundraiser, in aid of Herts Air Ambulance and 
other local causes, will again be staged at The Bury with live music from 12noon. 
Buntsfest was founded by Pete Ball and his nephew Lee Morris and really is an event for 
all the family to enjoy, catering for all ages and musical tastes. This year extra attractions 
include classic American cars, basketball, baseball and American football themed 
challenges, plus the return of popular activities including the inflatable zone and zorbing.  

Buntsfest has grown from a small committee of 5 dedicated people to a versatile group of 
over 20, each bringing a skill or resource to the table with the common aim of maximising 
donations. Lee Morris is excited by the possibilities of what they can achieve:  ñKnowing 
what we have achieved in the 
previous years with minimal help, itôs 
exciting to imagine what this year will 
bring.ò HAA Fundraising Coordinator 
Cristina Barone said: ñThis yearôs 
event promises to be better than 
ever and we are so thrilled to be a 
part of it é Buntsfest is such a great 
community event and we are 
extremely grateful that we have been 
chosen as a benefiting charity for the 
third year.ò More details to follow, but 
put the date in your diary now! 

Other current fundraising initiatives for our local Air Ambulance service include the 
second Herts Air Ambulance Motorcycle Run on Sunday 3rd May, and an 
Entrepreneurs Challenge to turn Ã500 into Ã5000 ï the closing date for applications is 
Friday 22nd May. If either of these sparks your interest, you can find out more on the 
Essex & Herts Air Ambulance website:  www.ehaat.uk.com 

mailto:lucy.woolmer@herts.pnn.police.uk%3cmailto:lucy.woolmer@herts.pnn.police.uk
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 

(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

It only seems 5 minutes since my last article for the Journal. Oh how time flies!  

Not much to be said on Planning this month, except that Barratt Homes has submitted 
an application to demolish Buntings Nursery in London Road in order to build another 
two 5-bedroom dwellings. This is yet another example of the drive for profits outweighing 
common sense, especially with the expected future influx of young families to the Town. 
Buntings serves residents who need childcare in order to fulfil employment obligations.  
If you want to object to the application you can do so by going to the East Herts Planning 
website and input the application number 3/15/0479/FUL. Although the closing date for 
objections is 22nd April, you can still write to the Case Officer, Elizabeth Aston.  

As far as other developments are concerned, Fairview (old Sainsburyôs Depot) and 
Pigeon (Buntingford North) have both been released by the Secretary of State (SoS) to 
carry on, but Wheatley Areas 2 & 3 and Aspenden Road East appeals have both been 
ñrecoveredò by the SoS and a decision is expected on or before 15th September 2015. 
The Bovis application is still progressing but it is hoped that this will be ñcalled inò for 
review by the SoS when East Herts are in a position to make their recommendation. 

Heritage Walks 
As I mentioned last month, to mark this yearôs national Civic Day on Sunday 21st June 
we are arranging two guided walking tours of Buntingfordôs Conservation Area. This will 
include a visit to Peel House to see the old cells and exercise yard, by kind permission  
of Gillian Johnson. The tours will be led by Robin Webb, with a maximum of 15 people 
on each. To ensure you are not left out, you are encouraged to book now. You can either 
book by email to: chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk giving your name, address, 
telephone number, the number of people and whether or not you are a BCS member, or 
you can ring 01763 271287. The tour is free for members; non-members Ã1 per head, 
payable on the day. The tours will start at 10.30am and 2.30pm (times may change).  

Graham Waite, BCS Chairman  

BOWLS for BEGINNERS 

FREE LESSONS 
10am EACH SUNDAY IN MAY  

At Buntingford Bowls Club, Wyddial Road, Buntingford 

·  FULLY QUALIFIED COUNTY COACHES  ·  BOWLS PROVIDED at   

NO CHARGE  ·  FLAT-SOLED SHOES REQUIRED 

No obligation ï Just come along and play!!! For more information ring:  

Eddie Plume on 07976 896718 or Roger Evans on 07837 894719 

Visit us at:  www.buntingfordbowls.co.uk 

mailto:chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk


 13 

 

 
BUNTINGFORD ACTION FOR SOCIAL HELP 

Volunteer Hospital Driver Service 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED 
Buntingford Action for Social Help (BASH) is a local 
organisation which provides hospital transport for people 
who use Buntingford doctors and have no other way  
of getting to their appointments. It relies on volunteer 
drivers using their own vehicles. Unfortunately our driver 
pool is dwindling so we are looking for volunteer drivers 
who may have time to take a person to a hospital 
appointment, to the surgery, or to visit a sick relative. 
We cover the cost of petrol and are grateful for any help, 
even if you can only do the occasional trip.   

Can you help?  Perhaps you are retired, semi-retired, or someone  
with a bit of time to spare? 

If you think you can help us please contact:  

Jane Winter on 01763 271484 (between 9am and 7pm) for more details. 

  

 

Buntingford Carnival 2016 
Saturday 18th June 2016  

The date has been set for next yearôs Carnival and the new committee has already 
met to start the long organising process that goes into making this the best one-day 
event in the area. We have a couple of new members on the committee and with 

their input it should be another great Carnival day.  

We run a fundraising event in the year when 
we donôt have a carnival. The fundraiser this 

year is on: 
 

Saturday 10th October 2015  
As always it will be at Freman 
College and will feature: 

 

So put the two dates in your dairy, dust off your dancing shoes and get ready to party! 
More info on tickets for the Overtures will be published nearer the time. 

 

Ashley Cantor 
Chairman, Buntingford Carnival Committee 
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THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY CANDIDATE:  OLIVER HEALD 

Oliver and his wife Christine have lived in Royston 
for 34 years and have brought their family up 
there. Oliver practised as a barrister before being 
elected MP in 1992, and has served as a Minister 
and Front Bench spokesman. He is often in 
Buntingford and holds regular surgeries at the 
Manor House. He has met East Herts CAB to 
discuss local issues of concern for the 
disadvantaged and is in regular touch with the 
Town Council.  

Oliver is against insensitive overdevelopment and supports the Buntingford Neighbour-
hood Plan Group. He has recently taken Buntingford councillors to meet Ministers and 
has asked the Secretary of State to ócall inô and decide certain planning applications so 
Buntingford is not overdeveloped. Oliver has pressed NHS England to find a 
replacement for the doctor leaving Orchard Surgery and for more GP services locally. 

Oliver supports local business, which is growing strongly, and unemployment in the 
region has tumbled. He supports the Conservativesô long-term economic plan ï 
creating growth and jobs, cutting the deficit, cutting business tax and personal tax, 
building infrastructure for the future. He has already successfully pressed for new local 
infrastructure: agreed improvements to the A602 between Ware and Stevenage will 
make the road safer; the A1M is to be widened between Stevenage and Welwyn; and 
funding has been secured for the Little Hadham by-pass. He is also pressing for safety 
measures on the A507 and has asked Ministers to consider a Standon A120 by-pass. 
The Lister Hospital has had Ã150m spent on it and has some of the most modern 
facilities in the UK. Oliver is campaigning for a radiotherapy centre at the Lister to add 
to the new cancer suite. For improved infrastructure, you need an improving economy 
He believes a Labour/SNP government would mean chaos. Oliver will be running a full 
campaign, visiting all parts of North East Herts including Buntingford.  

THE ELECTION ï PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES FOR 

NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE ON 7
TH 
MAY 2015 

THE GREEN PARTY CANDIDATE:  DR MARIO MAY 

Dr May has lived in Letchworth Garden City where he 
helped raise his three, now grown up, children. He has 
been a History and Politics teacher in Higher, Further 
and Secondary education for 30 years. He has been a 
community organiser and warden at his local Quaker 
Meeting House for over 20 years. He has held elected 
posts as a trade unionist and peace campaigner. Dr 
May has been in the Green Party since 2010 and stood 
for election before in the Letchworth South West ward. 
He is challenging there again this year, as well as in the  
North East Herts constituency in the General Election.  

Should Dr May win the North East Herts seat he would 
support the re-nationalisation of our railway system as 
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the contracts run out, protect the principle of an entirely publicly owned NHS and help 
create a national discussion on the state of housing in the Southeast and nationally. He 
supported local housing campaigns in Baldock and Letchworth against plans which 
threaten the Green Belt on which the beauty and diversity of the precious countryside 
depends. He would work tirelessly for good quality council-built and run homes where 
the rents would go back to serve the community, not into the hands of private landlords. 
He is committed to enhancing diversity in education that is accountable to elected local 
authorities and to ending tuition fees. He believes that public services should be funded 
from general taxation, not through underhand methods such as service charges.  

Dr May believes passionately that there needs to be a restoration of public confidence 
in Parliament and wants an end to the 85% of 'safe seats' like North East Herts where 
there is little pressure on the incumbent MP to respond to the changing needs and 
values of their communities. To this end he supports Proportional Representation to put 
an end to 'wasted votes'. He believes a new politics of civic engagement would grow 
from this simple reform. He wants the potentially federalised UK to lead the way in the 
greening not just of our country but of the EU with research into renewable and 
sustainable energy, cheaper fuel bills and properly insulated eco-friendly homes. The 
state and local communities can work in partnership with good business practice for the 
common good. Dr May says: ñIt is an idealistic, exciting and hugely practical vision 
shared by all the Green candidates and this is reflected in our surge in membership as 
the third biggest party in the UK. The Green Party is not in the pocket of any vested 
interests ï the common good is at the heart of all we stand for.ò 

THE LABOUR PARTY CANDIDATE:  CHRIS YORK 

Iôm Chris York, I am 52 and for almost 20 years I have 
lived in Stanground, just south of Peterborough where my 
family have been for generations. Today I work as an 
environmental consultant, but I have real-life experience  
of economic hardship. I know what it is like to live hand  
to mouth struggling to bring up a family ï from cleaning 
the streets and even as an animal lover working in a meat 
processing plant. I believe that to create a fairer society, 
we need more MPs like me from working class 
backgrounds. I have been active in community work for 
many years, setting up youth clubs, street art projects and 
a local skate park. I am Deputy Lead Governor of 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust 
and I chair the Neighbourhood Police Panel tackling anti-social behaviour. I am a 
member of Unite and the Co-op Party, am on the Labour Partyôs regional board, and I 
am very proud to have been selected by the NE Herts Constituency Labour Party. 

I believe passionately in equality of opportunity and a fairer society. Under this Tory-led 
Government the gap has widened between millionaires, with their huge pay increases 
and a tax cut, and ordinary people who are Ã1,600 a year worse off. Labour will reverse 
the millionairesô tax cut and help ordinary people by cutting the starting rate of tax  
to 10p, scrapping the hated óbedroom taxô, increasing the minimum wage to Ã8 and 
providing incentives to pay the óliving wageô. We will cap fuel bills whilst we reform the 
energy market and give the regulator more powers. The number in work has increased, 
but many are on exploitative zero-hours contracts. Labour will ban these contracts and 
tackle high youth unemployment by increasing the number of quality apprenticeships 
and guaranteeing a real, paid job for young people out of work for a year.  
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 Waiting time targets are being missed throughout the NHS, not least because Ã3 
billion has been wasted on a re-organisation that the Tories promised would not 
happen. This re-organisation is leading to the gradual privatisation of the NHS, putting 
profits above patient care. Labour will rescue the NHS and fund 20,000 more nurses 
and 8,000 more GPs. Cuts in social services and in the number of district nurses has 
caused bed-blocking in hospitals, adding to the pressures on the NHS. As a governor 
of an NHS Trust I have direct knowledge of such problems. Yet the Tories plan even 
deeper cuts, not least because their economic plan is in tatters. They will miss their 
deficit reduction target by 50% and they are borrowing Ã200bn more than they 
planned. Recovery from recession has been the slowest for 100 years. 

The government has built very few houses so house prices and rents have soared. 
Labour will correct this. The government has also caused chaos in the planning 
system. Incompetence at national and district council levels means we have no district 
plans, creating a free-for-all for developers. As an environmental consultant I am 
especially conscious of the need to tackle climate change. Ed Miliband has a strong 
track-record of working to achieve reductions in carbon emissions internationally and 
has given clear commitments for UK reductions. I want to be part of Edôs effort to 
rebuild a One Nation Britain. 

THE LIBERAL DEMOCRAT PARTY CANDIDATE:  JOE JORDAN 

Joe Jordan is standing in North East 
Hertfordshire, where he lives in Royston. He is 
defending the towns in the constituency, 
including Letchworth and Baldock, from 
overdevelopment and arguing for a new 
settlement, like a Garden City, around Ashwell 
and Morden train station to meet demand.  

Joe studied Natural Sciences at Cambridge, 
specialising in Physics, and worked as a 
software engineer in London where he also 
stood for the Borough Council in Hackney.  
He submitted his Physics PhD thesis to 
Imperial College London. He now works as a 
software engineer in Cambridge and he 
commutes by bike and train. Joe has also worked as a bike mechanic, a barista, and 
an IT administrator. 

Joe is passionate about living the Liberal Democratsô environmental values, being  
a vegetarian, cycling to work, and having avoided owning a car until he was 28.  
Instead of knee-jerk reactions, he wants to see more evidence-based policy ï like 
Liberal Democrat policy ï in government, which he thinks can only happen with more 
scientists like him in the House of Commons. Joe believes he is the only serious 
challenger to the Conservatives in this constituency and that a vote for him and the 
Liberal Democrats will help to build a stronger economy and fairer society. 

Editors Note: Due to a simple error on the Lib-Dem website, listing Joe Jordan as 
standing in East (rather than North East) Herts, I did not pick up his name as the 
candidate in our constituency in time to contact him personally for this article. The 
information here is taken from the Lib-Dem website and campaign material. CN 
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THE UK INDEPENDENCE PARTY  
CANDIDATE:  WILLIAM COMPTON 

I am 43 and live in Much Hadham with my wife Mary, who is a 
school teacher, and our two young sons. I like to keep fit by 
leading an ever-energetic Scout Unit! I went to school in 
Hertford, I have always lived in this area, and I care deeply 
for it. North East Herts is a special place and I want the 
best for it and for you, the people who live and work here. 

Too many politicians are ócareer politiciansô, with no life 
experience. I am not one of those people. I started working 
in 1991 at a school in Much Hadham for children with 
severe epilepsy, and have been a governor of the school.  
I established my own business, a micro-brewery, 16 years 
ago. I am chairman of Much Hadham Parish Council. 

I believe that politicians should be guided by their experience and their constituencies, 
to make decisions transparently and to listen ï consulting their communities 
constantly. I donôt believe that the other three establishment parties are guided by 
these common-sense principles, nor do I believe that Britain can ever properly flourish 
whilst remaining a member of the European Union. I have actively voiced opposition to 
the destructive plans to concrete over East Herts with thousands of unsustainable, 
unwanted houses, which are completely in the face of what local people want. The 
whole of Hertfordshire is under threat, particularly the precious countryside here in 
North East Herts under the Draft plans of North Herts and East Herts district councils. 
UKIP would replace the disastrous National Planning Policy Framework, and introduce 
fresh policy to prioritise brownfield sites and to genuinely protect the Green Belt. 

When I first started campaigning as a councillor, I asked people if they wanted a 
councillor to be the councilôs representative in the community, or the communityôs 
representative on the council. I believe that tenet should hold true in Parliament ï do 
you believe an MP should govern or represent? Believe in Britain and believe in 
Buntingford ï give UKIP your vote on 7th May. 

YOUR DISTRICT COUNCIL CANDIDATES STANDING IN 

BUNTINGFORD & BRAUGHING WARDS ON 7
TH 
MAY 2015 

 

BUNTINGFORD WARD (2 council seats) 
NAME LIVES IN AFFILIATION 
Claire Vivien Bell  Standon Labour Party 
Stan Bull Greenways, Buntingford Conservative Party 
Jeff Jones Chipping Conservative Party 
Debbie Lemay Monks Walk, Buntingford UK Independence Party 
Anthony David Martin Freman Drive, Buntingford Labour Party 
Richard Charles Wood Westmill Green Party 
 

BRAUGHING WARD (1 council seat) 
NAME LIVES IN AFFILIATION 
Madela Baddock  London Road, Buntingford Green Party 
Ben Harris-Quinney Standon Conservative Party 
Steven Charles Stone Braughing Labour Party 
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days at 10am and 8pm; Weekdays at 9:30pm 
Saturdays at 10am 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30 to 11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minister: Rev Duncan Goldie Secretary: Peter Godbert 
 The Manse, Meeting Lane,  buntingford.urc@virginmedia.com 
 Melbourn, Cambs SG8 6AN  Tel: 01763 281359 

 Tel: 01763 260747  

Services and Junior Church at 11:00am every Sunday  

 

May 3 Morning Worship The Elders 
 10 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie 
 17 Morning Worship Dr Christine MacLeod 
 24 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 
 31 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 

June 7 Morning Worship Mrs Mary Whittle 
 

Tea & coffee is served in the hall following the morning service 

 REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time, all young people and children 
are welcome. 

Bible Study meeting ï Second Wednesday of each month in the Hall. Lunch 
from 12:30pm (bring your own food, tea & coffee provided) followed by Bible Study at 
1pm. Finishes prompt at 2pm. We will be discussing events in a newspaper and 
seeing how they relate to the Bible. All are welcome. 

The Bright Hour ï Next meetings are on Tuesdays 12th and 26th May at 2:30pm 

in the Church Hall. A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10:30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2:00pm. 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary 's  ð Aspenden  

St .  Peter 's  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  t he  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of  worship across the three churches: St. Peterôs  
in Buntingford has a more contemporary style; St. Maryôs in Aspenden has a more 
traditional style; St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for May 2015 

Sun 3rd  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship  
       with Baptism 

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service 
 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 10th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship 
 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 
 

Sun 17th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 24th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

PENTECOST 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 
 

Sun 31st 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 

óA May Miscellanyô  

at St Maryôs Church in Reed 

Saturday 9
th
 May from 7pm 

St Maryôs Church, Reed, proudly presents óA May Miscellanyô, a light, bright 
concert of music, words and comic songs with Ros Holbrow, John Witchell 
and Sarah Harrison. You are invited to sit back and listen to music including 
Baker Street, Stranger on the Shore and Moon River, among others, played 
on the piano, clarinet and saxophone, alongside familiar poetry and some 

comic songsΦ St Maryôs is on Church Lane in Reed, SG8 8AP.  

Tickets are Ã10 for adults, to include a glass of wine or soft drink and 
nibbles. No charge for children ï families very welcome. Tickets are 
available from elizabethjakeman@live.co.uk or ring Liz on 01763 848398. 
They will be limited by space in the church, so do book early.   
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 Bishop Seth Ward 
How many people in Buntingford know much about 
Bishop Seth Ward? His name crops up in several 
places and he was undoubtedly the most notable 
figure of the time to come from this area. He was 
born in 1617, the son of John Ward, an attorney of 
moderate means who was steward of Berkesdon 
Manor, and of Martha Dalton. Seth never spoke of 
his father but had a deep affection for his mother, 
who gave him his early lessons. His father may have 
taught him maths. In due course he went to 
Buntingford Grammar School and studied under an 
undistinguished headmaster by the name of John 
Mereton. Undistinguished he may have been but 
Mereton did well by Seth, who was ready to go to 
Cambridge when he was 15.  

Seth went to Sidney Sussex College, where he became the sizar  (a kind of servant who 
lived in the Masterós lodgings) of the Master, Samuel Ward. Despite the name, he does 
not seem to have been a relation. Samuel became fond of Seth and treated him as the 
son he could not have as at that time Oxford and Cambridge dons had to be unmarried. 
Samuel was a person of some note as a theologian, a Calvinist but not an extreme one. 
He had attended the important Synod of Dort, which pronounced on orthodox Calvinist 
doctrine. Seth was fortunate to be under such an eminent and respected man. 

Physically, Seth was fair and very short, so much so that he was teased about his height 
and preferred to spend his time studying rather than joining in any student revelry. He 
was shy and self-conscious and was no doubt glad to be the Masterôs sizar. As a special 
favour he was allowed to use the college library, where he found books on mathematics. 
There was no instruction in this subject but by independent study Seth became an 
eminent astronomer both in England and on the Continent and was friendly with the 
leading scientists of the day. His career went smoothly; after taking his B.A. in 1636, he 
was appointed to several university posts and also became a Fellow of the college. The 
year before this he was ordained, a step which did not mean that he felt any particular 
religious fervour but was a normal career move of the age. 

So far Sethôs life had progressed along normal lines, but now came the event that was to 
change everything ï the Civil War between King and Parliament. On the whole the 
University supported Parliament, but his college gave Ã100 in support of the King. In 
1643, as the war went in favour of Parliament, Samuel Ward and other Royalists were 
imprisoned in St. Johnôs College, but Samuel was released to die in his own college. 
Seth went with him into imprisonment and continued to wait on him as before. He did not 
find imprisonment at all irksome, so no doubt he was able to continue with his academic 
work. A year later Parliamentary visitors came to Cambridge. They summoned Seth and 
some others to appear before them and offered them the Covenant. This was a 
document accepted by the Presbyterian Church of Scotland outlining the main tenets of 
Christian faith. So far this was not controversial, but it went on to abolish the office of 
bishop and replace it with elected elders who would control each congregation. When 
the group refused to sign this document they were expelled from the University. 

This marked a new chapter. Seth stayed for a while with Samuel Wardôs relatives and 
then moved to various households as chaplain, among them the Fremans at Aspenden 
where he was tutor to Ralph Freman. When Greaves, Savilian Professor of Astronomy, 
was expelled from Oxford he wanted Seth to replace him, but this was impossible as 
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Seth had been expelled from his own university. However, someone must have found a 
way round it for he did have the Chair after Greaves; perhaps he was excused from 
signing the Covenant. This was in 1649, the year Charles I was beheaded. It seems that 
Seth had no strong political loyalties for he did not react to this ï at least not in public. 

His Oxford college was Wadham, the centre for scientific studies and the academic 
home of Robert Boyle (of Boyleôs law fame) and later of Christopher Wren. It must have 
been a happy time for Seth. He lectured regularly and threw himself into research. He 
was particularly interested in the orbits of comets and in 1653 published De Cometatis, 
followed three years later by Astronomica Geometrica. All learned works were still 
written in Latin, which meant that they could be read and understood by scholars all over 
Europe. He cared passionately about the universities and defended them against 
attacks by the political philosopher Thomas Hobbes, who could not bear to be in the 
same room as Seth. He preached the University Sermon, although technically he was 
exempt from the obligation to do so. 

Seth kept in touch with Anglicans and it seems that he attended some clandestine 
ordinations. He was elected Principal of Jesus College, but Oliver Cromwell had 
selected another candidate and Seth had to give way to him. However, Cromwell 
promised and gave him the salary he would have received had he been appointed. He 
became President of Trinity College, so things turned out rather well for him. 

He had interests outside the university. For example, he was charged by Sir Justinian 
Isham, a relative of the Fremans, with the commission of negotiating a marriage 
between Justinianôs son and Dorothy Osborne, but he was unsuccessful as she married 
someone else. One of his friends was a lady who later married a peer and who promised 
him a pair of lawn sleeves should he ever become a bishop. She would keep her word. 

Sheila Ormerod 
Seth Wardôs story continues next month. 

The W.I. Centenary Baton 

2015 is the Centennial Year of the Womenôs 
Institute in Britain and to mark this achievement a 
baton is being carried through every county so that 
as many W.I.s as possible can join in the 
celebrations. The baton arrives in Hertfordshire on 
6th May going first to the northernmost Institutes, 
Baldock and Royston, then on to Buntingford. 
Festivities will include Maypole dancing, breakfasts, coffee, lunch and afternoon teas, 
before the baton arrives in Buntingford at about 5.30pm. It will be carried through the 
day by ladies on skates, horseback, motorbikes (blood runners) and vintage taxi. 

We in Buntingford are ending the dayôs festivities with a Treasure Hunt through the 
town, and a Cheese and Wine Party in the Manor House from 7ï8pm; tickets cost 
Ã5.  We invite all W.I. members past and present to join us there to celebrate 100 
years of the largest womenôs voluntary organisation in the U.K.   

To those women who think all we are about is Jam and Jerusalem we invite you to 
come to one of our meetings and learn how the W.I. helped Britain through the war, 
arranging the evacuation of mothers and children, teaching others to produce and 
preserve food, and educating women and girls in good domestic practice. 

Pat Webb, Hon. Sec., Buntingford WI. Tel: 01763 271305 
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

Disappointingly there were only eight candidates for the Town Council 
elections. This means that when the new Council sits it will have to  

co-opt four further Councillors. If you feel that you would like to be a Town Councillor 
then please send your details together with a short pen portrait to the Clerkôs Office. 
Alternatively, if you would like to know more about the role of a Councillor, then please 
call in to the Manor House where we will be happy to answer your questions. 

This is probably a good time to mention that four of our much valued Councillors have 
decided to stand down. Councillors Eunice Woods and Jean Cook, who have both 
served as Town Mayor, will be sadly missed; both have given so much of their time and 
energy and will be hard acts to follow. Councillor David Ginn has also decided not to 
continue in office and his expertise on horticultural matters will be missed.  

Finally, our current Town Mayor Graham Bonner has also decided to stand down as a 
Councillor. Graham has probably overseen the most difficult two years that the Council 
has experienced and has worked tirelessly to keep on top of the numerous planning 
applications that have been submitted. Our gratitude to him is enormous and we hope 
that he will be able to see his way to return to the Council at a later date. 

The situation regarding development has changed little since the last edition of The 
Journal was published. The Secretary of State has said that a decision on Wheatley 
Areas 2 & 3 and Aspenden Bridge will be made on or before 10th September 2015. The 
Secretary of State has also decided that he will not be calling in the Fairview or Pigeon 
sites and they are now free to carry on. 

Due to Council elections, East Herts Council Development Management Committee has 
not sat and therefore a decision on the Bovis Homes application has not yet been made. 

Finally, the Town Council has a small grant budget. If your organisation is looking to 
make a capital expenditure and you need financial assistance, please let us know by 
filling in the grant application form available on our website or from the Council office at 
the Manor House. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk   Twitter: @buntingfordtc 

Town Council meetings for May 2015 

Due to the elections, meetings are limited in May 

Thurs 21
st  
May 

Thurs 28
th 
May 

8:00pm ï Annual Meeting of the Council 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council 

All meetings will be held at The Manor House. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend. Please check the website for updates.  
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SPRING QUIZ NIGHT 
At Reed Village Hall 

Saturday 16th May 2015 at 7.30pm 
Ã10 including Fish or Chicken & Chips.   Bar & Raffle.  

For tickets: Ring Di on 01763 848481  

Please order your choice of food before 9th May! 

B   
I  T  

How Smart are You? 

In an effort to reduce our household energy 
bills as well as our carbon footprint, we are 
looking at how we can reduce our electricity 
usage. But we need to know how much we are 
using in the first place, so I borrowed a Smart 
meter from Buntingford Library. It was a real 
eye-opener to see the kWh usage soar as I boiled the kettle for a cup of tea! It certainly 
makes you think twice about filling the kettle with more water than you need. Why not 
give this a go yourselves? The meter is easy to use ï Iôm a real technophobe but, with a 
bit of patience, I got it to work and couldn't resist glancing at it as I walked by. 

We also looked at LED bulbs v Halogen, in particular the GU10 bulbs. We found that, 
although the outlay may seem expensive, in the long run not only do you save money by 
switching to LEDs, you also save time and aggravation in not having to change bulbs so 
often. Suppliers are so confident of reliability they will offer a 5-year guarantee. Why not 
get together with other householders and buy in bulk to save money? Or replace bulbs 
as you need them to spread the cost? This a great idea for businesses as well as our 
homes ï Chris, owner of The Cut Above hairdressers in the High Street, swapped all the 
GU10 Halogen bulbs for GU10 LEDs and says that ñitôs the best thing I ever didò. She 
hasnôt had to change a light bulb in two and half years!  

Madela Baddock 

East Herts Council is pleased to launch its 2015 capital grants 
programme for rural East Herts. We have Ã80,000 to allocate to new projects that 
will improve quality of life for rural residents. Application forms and Terms & 
Conditions are on our website. To find out more go to: www.eastherts.gov.uk/grants  

The Council may fund up to 50% of projects costing up to Ã16,000. The maximum 
grant is Ã8,000. To be eligible, you must have one third of the total cost of the project 
available at the time of application. In the past we have funded such projects as 
equipment to enhance sports coaching and play opportunities, an upgrade to a village 
hall kitchen and improved access to facilities. Successful projects are those that are 
well-thought out. The deadline for applications is 5pm on 1st June 2015. 

http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/grants
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 St Bartholomew 
Martin & Mandy ï Part 59 

 

Whenever you write anything about a person who lived so far back in history it is 
impossible to state that what you are writing is fact ï so all I will say is that this is what I 
have found out about St Bartholomew.   

He was born in Galilee and is listed among the twelve apostles of Jesus in three of the 
four gospels. His name comes from the Aramaic óbar-T¹lmayô, meaning son of Tolmay 
or son of the furrows, which might suggest that his father was a ploughman, and also 
that Bartholomew was his surname. It seems to be that scholars feel that the 
Nathanael presented in Johnôs gospel and the Bartholomew presented in Matthew, 
Mark and Lukeôs gospels are one and the same. When Jesus and Bartholomew were 
introduced, Jesus was recorded as having said ñHere is a man in whom there is no 
deceptionò ï high praise indeed for anyone. 

Bartholomew is reported to have been a missionary in many places ï Ethiopia, 
Mesopotamia, Parthia, Lycaonia and India, where he is reported to have left behind a 
copy of the Gospel of Matthew. Along with his fellow apostle Jude Thaddeus, 
Bartholomew is reputed to have brought Christianity to Armenia in the 1st century. 

I am quite pleased to learn that he and St Jude were friends. My childhood home had a 
wooden plaque to St Jude by the front door (below) ï I think my father rather identified 

with him as St Jude was 
known as óThe Patron Saint  
of the Impossibleô, or ólost 
causesô as we used to say in 
our house! I think that plaque 
will have to find a place in our 
new home to bring the old 
friends back together again. 

Sad to say that, as so often happened, the bringing of Christianity did not go altogether 
smoothly and St Bartholomew came to a rather nasty end ï or one of many nasty ends. 
Either he was beaten unconscious and thrown into the sea to drown, or he was 
crucified upside down, or he was skinned alive and beheaded ï all of which are 
gruesome, but if I had to choose Iôd take the first one! 

Bartholomew is often shown with a large knife, holding his own skin, which would seem 
to support the third of those theories. In Avezzano, in the Italian region of Abruzzo, the 
image of the Saint holding his own skin has become the symbol of the city. 
Archaeological research has shown that the cult of Saint Bartholomew began in 
Avezzano, where there had previously been a temple dedicated to Heracles 
(Hercules), who was always represented in the act of holding the skin of the Nemean 
Lion, the slaying of which was the first of his twelve labours, so it is possible that the 
two stories became intermingled and a new myth arose. There is no doubt that 
skinning people alive did take place, as we can see from some of the oil paintings of 
such events that still exist today. 

Regardless of how Bartholomew actually met his end, the myth led to him becoming 
the patron saint of tanners. I wonder how often Elizabeth Vaughanôs husband sat in  
our church in his distressed state of mind, appealing for help from St Bartholomew ... 
How sad that in the end he felt that his prayers had not been answered (for the full sad 
story, see Part 25). 
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Bartholomew has been credited with 
many miracles both before and after his 
death. Two popular ones come from the 
small island of Lipari off the north coast of 
Sicily. An annual tradition of the people 
here was to take the solid silver and gold 
statue from inside the Cathedral of St 
Bartholomew and carry it through the 
town. One year, when taking the statue 
down the hill towards the town, it suddenly 
became heavy and had to be set down. 
When the men regained their strength, 
they lifted it a second time. After another 
few seconds, it got even heavier. They set 
it down, then attempted once more to pick 
it up. They managed to lift it but had to  
put it down one last time. Within seconds, 
walls further downhill collapsed. If they 
had been able to lift the statue, all the 
townôs people would have been killed. 

During World War II, the Fascist regime 
(German/Italian) looked for ways to 
finance their activities. The order was 
given to take the silver statue of St 
Bartholomew and melt it down. The statue 
was weighed and was found to be only a 
few grams, so it was returned to its place 
in the Cathedral of Lipari. In reality, the 
statue is made from many kilograms of 
silver and it is considered a miracle that it 
was not melted down. 

St Bartholomew is credited with many 
other miracles having to do with the 
weight of objects, so I wonder if heôd mind 
helping me lose a few pounds!? 

  For more history and information related to St Bartholomew's, visit 
www.layston-church.org.uk or follow us on Twitter@layston_herts 

3Ô "ÁÒÔÈÏÌÏÍÅ× &ÌÁÙÅÄȟ Á ÓÔÁÔÕÅ ÏÆ  
ΧΫάΨ ÂÙ ÓÃÕÌÐÔÏÒ -ÁÒÃÏ $ȭ!ÇÒÁÔÅ ÁÔ  
ÔÈÅ $ÕÏÍÏ ɉÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌɊ ÉÎ -ÉÌÁÎȢ 

Aspenden Festival Committee 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
outside St. Peterôs Church, Buntingford 

Saturday 9th May, 9.30-12 noon 
Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables, Shrubs 

Cake and Produce Stall - Come inside for coffee and scones 

Proceeds in aid of church restoration fund 
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The Adam & Eve Service 
Station is in new hands. 
European Cars is a family 
run business established in 
Hertford in 1990 with over 
35 years of experience. 
Father and son team Dean 
and Nick Bird have now 
brought their business to 
Buntingford, offering: 

¶ Servicing 

¶ Repairs 

¶ Diagnostics 

¶ MOT (Class 4 & 7) 

¶ Tyres 

¶ 4-Wheel alignment 

¶ Bottled and Calor gas 

They have a highly experienced team and offer friendly, efficient service at competitive 
rates, so you can keep your car running at peak performance. Why not give them a call? 

European Cars, Baldock Road, Buntingford SG9 9DL 

Tel: 01763 271128   www.europeancars.uk.com 

Saturday  

16th May 

Seth Ward Community 

Centre, Luynes Rise, 

Buntingford 

Licensed Bar  

Doors Open 7.30pm 

Only Ã10 

including Fish & Chips 

For tickets call Ann Brunt  

on 01763 272961  Or email: 

brunthome@onetel.com 
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Royston and District Ramblers Group 

For meeting points and starting times, contact the walk leader or visit the website:  

www.ramblers-herts-northmiddlesex.org.uk  
Click on óGroupsô and then on óRoystonô to find full details 

óSomething to Treasureô is a ópaint your own ceramicsô and 
arts & crafts studio at Hyde Hall Farm, Sandon (SG9 0RU). On 
1st May it is relaunching with new owner, Sarah, who has lived in 
Buntingford for 8 years with her husband and 3 children. Sarah 
recently left the police following an illness and wanted to find 
something that would combine her love of working with children 
with her love of all things creative. óSomething to Treasureô 
seemed the perfect fit. Sarah carries an enhanced Dbs check 
(crb) and is happy to work with local schools, youth clubs, etc. 

Ceramics painting lets anyone create their own masterpieces. You  choose a piece of 
unpainted pottery and paint it in any way you wish. Sarah then glazes and fires it, 
ready for collection. Prices start at Ã6. She is also offering ópaint spinningô, which may 
appeal to young children; óart jammingô (painting to music); T-shirt and fabric painting; 
and clay activities. Sarah is happy to design workshops to meet any requests. 

The óSomething to Treasureô studio is offering new, longer opening hours, plus Sarah 
has exciting plans for a ladies night starting in June, parent and child sessions, party 
packages, school holiday clubs and after-school activities. For more details, call 
Sarah on 07990 526335, or visit her website: www.something-to-treasure.com 

Walks for May 2015 

Sun 3rd Newport, Rickling Green, 12 miles, leader Paul 01763 244038 
Tues 5th Radwinter, 6 miles, leader Martin 01763 838190 
Tues 5th Evening walk: Brent Pelham, 3 miles, leader David 01763 242677 
Thurs 7th Much Hadham, 5 miles, leader Tricia 01763 448749 
Sun 10th Stanstead Abbotts, Wareside,10 miles, leader Lesley 07734 111225 
Tues 12th Langley Lower Green (Essex), 5 miles, leader Eric 01763 848576 
Wed 13th Evening walk: Therfield Heath, 4 miles, Christine 01462 734298 
Thurs 14th Balsham Hills, 6 miles, leader Alan 01223 840963 
Sun 17th Buntingford, 10 miles, leader Mike 01763 274679 
Tues 19

th
 Shepreth, Fowlmere, 6 miles, leader Rama 01763 260565 

Thurs 21st Furneux Pelham, 5 miles, leader Mike 01763 274679 
Thurs 21st Evening walk: Fowlmere Nature Reserve, 4 miles, Liz 01763 263107 
Sun 24th Preston, 10 miles, leaders Roger & Linda 01462 453752 
Tues 26th Wallington to Therfield (linear walk, using the bus), 6 miles,  
  leader David 01763 242677  
Thurs 28th Coton Countryside Reserve, 6 miles, leader Marion 01223 871524 
Fri 29th Evening walk: Chipping, Buckland, 4 miles, David 01763 242677 
Sun 31st Wheathampstead, Ayot St Lawrence, Codicote, 10 miles, leader  
  Steve 01438 829023 

Unless otherwise states: 
Tuesday & Thursday are morning walks, Sunday walks are all day. 

http://www.ramblers-herts-northmiddlesex.org.uk
tel:07990526335
http://www.something-to-treasure.com
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 Attend2Health is one of the first 
clinics in the country to launch a 
revolutionary new treatment to 
help treat fungal nail infections.   

Clearanail is a painless procedure promising a 
breakthrough for patients. Tiny holes are made in the 
nail so when the topical treatment is applied it can 
reach the problem areas much more effectively. 

If you suffer from a nail infection, why not book a free  
15-minute chat with Gary Webb (right), our Podiatrist 
and Chiropodist, and see if he can help?   
Call 01763 878087 to book. 

óBREEZE BIRTHINGô  
ANTENATAL CLASSES  
COME TO BUNTINGFORD 

Breeze Birthing has been helping expectant 
mothers and their birth partners to have positive 
and empowering hypnobirths for the past 3 years. 
Jane and Andy Wallington from Bassingbourn 
followed their midwifeôs advice during Janeôs 
second pregnancy and prepared for birth by 
attending hypnobirthing antenatal classes. 
Equipped with the tools and techniques, their 
daughter Jessica, now 4, was born fast asleep in 
the water at The Rosie, free of pain and the 
interventions that specialists had said Jane would 
most likely need. ñIt was lovely and calm,ò said 
Jane. ñAs soon as Jess was born, I wanted to do 
it all over again.ò From that day, 1st June 2010, a 

new career dawned for Jane: it became her passion to spread the word of 
hypnobirthing. After training, Breeze Birthing was born, offering group antenatal classes 
to couples in Royston, Baldock and Biggleswade.  

Sammy Lewis, who lives in Royston with husband Mark, attended Breeze Birthing 
classes last year and was so empowered by the hypnobirth of their daughter in October 
that she, too, trained as a practitioner. Jane and Sammy now work together, with 
Sammy starting up classes in Buntingford.  

Babies and dads benefit as well as mums. Royston dad Mark Coningsby recalls the 
birth of his son, which was attended by Jane on 14th February following the course: ñWe 
arrive [at the hospital] at 6:30pm. No internal examinations. No pain relief. Lovely warm 
pool, hypnobirthing music on, calm and relaxed thoughts. Daniel arrives happy and calm 
at 8:34pm. Then a lovely long sleep with our son é Thank you Jane.ò 

Breeze Birthing are proud to teach The Wise Hippo Birthing Programme, which is 
accredited by the Royal College of Midwives. For any type of birth youôre planning, 
Breeze Birthing will help. For more information, go to www.breezebirthing.com, visit 
their facebook page, or follow them on Twitter at Pinterest or Instagram.  

"ÒÅÅÚÅ "ÉÒÔÈÉÎÇ ÂÕÍÐȦ 

http://www.breezebirthing.com
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The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the  

Civic Society or it can be purchased from: 

A CUT ABOVE  ·  BASRAôS SUPERMARKET  ·  THE CO-OP  

COUNTRY FLOWERS  ·  DELISSIMO  ·  MARK DOEL  

PIGGOTTS  ·  THE FOX AT ASPENDEN  

EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 

Drop-in: Telephone: 

Monday 10:00am ï 4:00pm  08444 111 444 

Tuesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm Monday ï Friday 

Wednesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm 10:00am ï 4:00pm  

Mobile Phone Contracts 
I bought a new mobile phone six months ago, and I used the signal checker on 
the website, but I never have any signal at home or work at all. I want to go back 
to my old mobile company as I always had good service with them, but my new 
provider says Iôll have to pay all 18 months of the contract remaining if I want to 
cancel. I canôt afford to pay that all at once and a new contract, but I also canôt 
have a mobile phone that never works when I need it. What can I do? 

Most mobile phone contracts last 24 months, but often they donôt specify minimum 
standards of service, so it can be tricky to get out of them without paying a hefty fee. 
Your best bet is to keep a log of times when your phone doesnôt work. Then contact your 
service provider and ask them if there is anything they can do. This might solve the 
problem without you needing to cancel. 

It might say something in your contract about how much reception you should get: if so 
you should be able to cancel the contract without paying. Unfortunately, you canôt rely 
on what an online coverage checker will say as theyôre just a guide and will only ever 
give an idea of the average signal someone can expect outside in that area. 

If the phone doesnôt work in your house or workplace but does work outside, the 
problem might be with the buildings themselves. In that case you wouldnôt normally be 
able to cancel without paying. It might be that the signal just isnôt strong enough, so you 
should ask your provider to carry out a signal strength check.  

If thereôs no signal in your whole area, you might be able to cancel under the Supply of 
Goods and Services Act. Very poor service most of the time might mean the network is 
breaking your contract. Some contracts have terms and conditions which mean theyôre 
allowed to not provide service sometimes, so you need to get advice to see if this 
applies to you. Before anything else, contact your service provider, share any evidence 
of poor service and explain why you should be let out of your contract early. They might 
well allow you to cancel.  

If you need more advice, contact your local CAB or call our consumer service number 
on 03454 04 05 06.  

É Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date version, please visit the  
CAB Adviceguide website at www.adviceguide.org.uk 

http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
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The last couple of monthly meetings, on the 2nd 
Monday of the month, have attracted big audiences so 
we have decided to open the doors at 1.30 instead of 
2pm. It is hoped that this will give more time for 
members to have a drink, look at the group tables, 
have a chat and be ready for the speaker to start at 
2.15pm. This should allow time for questions and a 
less hurried end to the meeting.  

Our speaker on 11th May will be Stephen Jupp telling óSteamy Tales from the Footplateô, 
followed on 8th June by Jane Palmer talking about 'Mercy Ships'. There will also be 
another Social meeting on 25th June, 10-12 in Benson Hall, a great opportunity to find 
out more about what U3A offers.  

U3A is open to anyone in the 3rd Age of their life, not in full time employment. Why not 
come and find out more? We are constantly adding new Interest Groups to cater for our 
400 members. For details of groups starting up, as well as ongoing ones, please go to 
our website, which has lots more information on all our groups and classes. Or you can 
email Val Reedman (valbuntu3a@gmail.com) or phone her on 01763 27213.  

www.buntingfordu3a.co.uk  

VE Day Party Celebrations 

Saturday 16th May 2015 

Cottered Village Hall, 7.30 to 11.00.pm 

In aid of the Royal British Legion  

Guest artists & music from the era organised by Cottered Voices 

1940s dress optional   /  Raffle   /  Cash Bar 

Ration Coupons  Ã12.50 ï A 2 COURSE 1945 MEAL INCLUDED 

From:  Rita Broxup ï 01763 281234    Maureen Weston ï 01763 281282 

Supported by HCC Locality Fund and Cottered Village Appreciation Society 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal  

QUIZ NIGHT  
will be held in Benson Hall, Buntingford  

Saturday 24th October, 7 for 7.30pm  
Fish / Chicken & Chips  Å  Licensed Bar & Raffle 

Tickets Ã12 ï Please contact  Di on 01763 848481   
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Bramble Hill Childrenôs Centre is 

based in Mill Close, Buntingford, next 

to the Community Centre. We offer 

access to services for children under 

five years of age and their families.  

Following a decision by Herts County Council last September, the countyôs 82 
childrenôs centres are being group into 29 local groups. Bramble Hill has been 
grouped with the Royston & Villages Childrenôs Centre and we will be working 
together as one group. Both buildings will remain open with staff at each centre and 
services will continue as normal. Our programme of term-time events will change in 
coming months to accommodate the new wider area, but we hope that our families 
wonôt be affected by these changes. In fact we hope to be able to offer a wider 
range of services as a result of the new grouping structure.  

We are also delighted to announce that Karen Stagg has been appointed as the 
new manager of the Royston and Buntingford group. Karen has worked as a 
Childrenôs Centre manager for YMCA for over 5 years and Iôm sure those of you 
who attend our regular sessions will meet her soon.   

We are currently looking for volunteers to help at our sessions. If this is 
something you might be interested in then please give us a call. 

There are loads of ways to keep up to date with whatôs happening at the centre ï 
search óBramble Hill Childrenôs Centreô on Facebook and ólikeô the page, call us on 
01763 273008, or email us at bramblehill@ymcacentralherts.org.uk to go on our 
mailing list. And thereôs info on our web pages at: 

 www.bramblehillchildrenscentre.org.uk 

We look forward to seeing you 

Buntingford Scout Group 

Quiz Night 
Saturday 16th May 2015 

Buntingford Scout Group Headquarters 
(Bowling Green Lane, next to cricket pavilion) 

7pm for a prompt 7.30pm start 

Ã7.50 per person, including Ploughmanôs  

Licensed Bar 

Teams of up to 8 people 

Tickets from: Jo McNamara 07917 664737 

Or Kay Hamilton-Crook 07984 439404 

mailto:bramblehill@ymcacentralherts.org.uk
http://www.bramblehillchildrenscentre.org.uk
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We finished last term with a fun Easter egg 
hunt, cake making and Easter crafts, and we 
have some lovely photos of our children 
busily joining in. We also had some tadpoles 
in preschool and have been watching them 
to see how they change and grow. We have 
started the new term looking at farm animals, 
talking about what animals they have seen in 
the fields around our villages, what sounds 
they have heard and how they think the 
animals live. We will continue the animal 
theme and finish May by looking at bugs, so 
we will be doing bug hunts in the garden, 
reading bug stories and making great crafts.  

We are holding a Preschool Open Morning 
on Wednesday 20th May, 9ï10am. Please 

come along to see our preschool in action. For further details contact 
info@barkwaypreschool.co.uk or ring 07964 151 288. 

At the Barkway Toddler Group we have been busy with Easter themed crafts and 
have enjoyed seeing the siblings of some of our regulars, along with some new faces, 
at our Easter holiday sessions. If you have a toddler from 0-4 years, why not pop 
along and join us for a play and to chat to other parents/grandparents/carers/
childminders/nannies over tea and coffee. We meet on Wednesday mornings,  
9.30ï11.30, in Barkway Village Hall. A drink and snack is provided for the children. 
Ã3 per child over 6 months, Ã1 per child 0-6 months, Ã1 per additional sibling. 

www.barkwaypreschool.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1004083 

We are delighted to report that Ofsted has rated Leapfrogs  
as Good with Outstanding areas. The report states: ñChildren 
are extremely confident, self-assured and make excellent 
progress in developing their social skills. They show high 
levels of control during activities as staff teach them how their 
actions may hurt others é [and] how to keep themselves 
safe ... Levels of independence are exceptional ... Children 
enjoy regular access to outdoors and engage in a wide range 
of physical activity.ò The full report is on the Ofsted website. 

Our Spring Quiz Night was an amazing evening and we 
raised over Ã300. Thank you for all the support. Our parents 
and carers came along on the last day before Easter for an 
Easter egg hunt, followed by arts and crafts with hot cross 
buns. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Our next 
topic will take us on a óBig Adventureô through nature, 
dinosaurs, the jungle, aboard a pirate ship and much more.  

Leapfrogs is open 8amï4.15pm for 2ï5 year olds. Our next 
Open Days will be on 5th & 6th May, 9.30amï2.30pm. No 
need to book ï just come along for a visit and friendly chat. 
We look forward to seeing you there. For more information 
about Leapfrogs call Gail on 01763 289942 (in opening 
hours) or email leapfrog-preschool@btconnect.com. 

mailto:info@barkwaypreschool.co.uk
http://www.barkwaypreschool.co.uk/
mailto:leapfrog-preschool@btconnect.com
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A˅ˊˋʼː Fˀˉˊˋ Sʺʿˆˆ˃ 

Well, it was certainly one óFreaky Fridayô here at Anstey First School! We waited in 
anticipation for the solar eclipse é and waited é and wondered? Unfortunately, the 
weather just wasnôt on our side so the viewing was not as dramatic as we would have 
liked. However, the strange effects of the solar excitement must have spilled over to our 
writing workshop with parents. Our theme was óFreaky Fridayô and parents and pupils 
were asked to write about a day when they switched minds. Anstey has a óBig Writeô 
session every Friday and it was great to have so many parents come in to sample a 
writing session with their children. We always try to make them fun and engaging to help 
our pupils love their writing time.  

But wait!!!....is that a ukulele I hear? That very same day the air was filled with the 
musical musings of Anstey pupils! Our thumbs have blistered and we have well and 
truly been inducted into the delightful world of ukuleles! Starting in the summer term,  
we begin a 3-year programme of weekly ukulele lessons which we are really looking 
forward to. This is just another amazing addition to all the great musical happenings 
already taking place at Anstey First School (a big thank you to Mrs Bradshaw).  

Outside, on the court, our Year 2, 3 and 4 children are getting in regular tennis practice. 
They have lessons with Tracy Llewellyn from the Sports Partnership who is preparing 
them for the forthcoming inter-school tennis competition. 

As we move into the new term our pupils will be celebrating óDiversityô. We will be 
looking at our diverse world through art, music, humanities and literature. We will also 
be celebrating the diversity of our families and heritages. Then, in the second half of the 
summer term, Anstey will be looking at óMiniature Worldsô through science, design and 
technology, maths, literature and creative writing.  

Over the Easter holiday, headteacher Mrs Myers stumbled across a curious discovery: 
next to the chicken pen she came upon a couple of tiny steamer trunks covered in what 
looked like glitter with tiny glittery footprints leading away towards the wildlife area é 
Very interesting, to say the least! Stay tuned for more news! We now have a school 
Twitter account  ï @AnsteyFirst. Join us if you would like to follow our adventures! 

Anstey First School is a very small school in a wonderful setting with our own pre-
school, wrap-around care, community room and holiday play scheme. If you would like 
to find out more about us or want to offer your services as a volunteer please do not 
hesitate to call 01763 848 346.        
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Layston C of E First School 
All the children worked together on a special óEaster Outsideô project  
up in our forest in the spring term. This involved the construction of  
four tableaus that represented key elements of the Easter story and 
built by the children from predominantly natural materials. There were 

signed paths between the tableaus 
inviting participants to make this 
symbolic Easter journey with 
interactive activities at each stage. 
In addition to our parents visiting, 
we hosted community members 
form local churches. 

Pyjama day for comic relief was 
very well supported across the 
school, an opportunity to have fun 
in a good  cause. 

Finally our children have been 
involved in a whole host of learning 
activities which many of them 
shared with their parents to great 
effect in óLearning Conferencesô at 
the end of the spring term. 
Individual class news can be found 
on class pages at our website 
www.layston.herts.sch.uk or ring 
us on 01763 274890 for further 
information about Layston School. 

Myra Bloomfield, Headteacher 

Friends of Layston School 

Saturday 16th May 

At Layston School, 

The Causeway, Buntingford 

 

Doors open 7:30pm for 8pm start 

Licensed Bar 

Ã8 per ticket - including Ploughmanõs Supper 

Maximum 8 persons per team 

Prizes for each member of the winning team 

Tickets available by email from: 

friendsoflaystonschool@hotmail.com 

4ÈÅ %ÍÐÔÙ 4ÏÍÂ ɀ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅÁÕÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ  
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔÅÒ /ÕÔÓÉÄÅ 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ (ÅÒÅȟ ÓÅÅÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔ  
ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅǨÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ 
ÓÅÅÄ ÂÒÅÁËÓ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÉÎÔÏ ÎÅ× ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ Á ÓÙÍÂÏÌ  

ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ΄Ó ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ  

http://www.layston.herts.sch.uk


 35 

 

 
 
 
 

Sunday May 17th 
9.00am ï 12.00 noon 

Sellers Entry from 8am, pay on the gate.  Refreshments. 
 

Millfield First & Nursery School, Monks Walk, Buntingford SG9 9DT 

A date for your 
diaries!  

Buntingford Dramatic 
Society are pleased to 
announce that our next 
production is to be 
Boeing Boeing  
a farce by Marc 
Camoletti. 

Dates for the show are: 
18, 19, 25 and 26 
September 2015 

It will be in Benson  
Hall, as usual.  
Further details will 

follow.  
0ÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÏÇÌÅ )ÍÁÇÅÓ 
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Edwinstree  

Middle School 
  

In January 2014, Edwinstree hosted the Hertfordshire 
Holocaust Memorial Day. To commemorate this, all pupils 
produced work on the Holocaust, ensuring we all do what we 
can to make sure that such events do not happen again. 
This was placed in a time capsule (left), which was recently 
buried in a small ceremony attended by staff, members of 
the school council, pupils who had helped with the original 
commemorations and the vice-chairman of the school 
governors, Mr Boulter. The time capsule is due to be opened 

in 2039, which as well as being the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the Second 
World War will also be the 100th anniversary of the opening of our school building.  

Cambridge Museum of Computer 
History staff visited Edwinstree to 
demonstrate a range of computers 
to our Year 7 tutor groups. They 
played Pong and programmed a 
BBC Micro. Also on display was an 
original Macintosh, one pupil 
describing this as seeing his home 
computerôs Grandad!! The day has 
inspired a number of pupils to go to 
the Museum.  

British Science Week was 
celebrated in school by a visit from 
staff of the Unilever Pharmaceutical 
Company. The visitors spoke to 
pupils about their individual 
backgrounds and the qualifications 
needed to be a scientist. They all took part in experiments, including one with dry ice 
which proved very popular. Among other visitors were 19 Japanese students who came 
in to spend time with our Year 5 pupils, helping with their language skills, making 
bangers, playing games and writing their names in Japanese symbols.  

6B celebrated the Spring Equinox in 
a collective worship. They performed 
part of óThe Prince of Butterfliesô and 
read an extract from the Chronicles 
of Narnia.  

Our Year 8 students enjoyed a 
successful three-day residential visit 
to Bruges and Ypres (left). After a 
journey that included travelling 
through the Channel Tunnel, pupils 
took a boat ride on the canals of 
Bruges (top right), followed the next 
day by visits to the óIn Flanders 

4ÒÁÖÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ  ÔÈÅ  
#ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÏÆ #ÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 
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Fieldsô Museum, the Menin Gate 
and the Sanctuary Wood Hill 62 
Trenches Museum. On the last 
day they went to the Groeninge 
Art Gallery, the Choco Story and 
the Belfort tower, climbing the 
366 steps to the top to be 
rewarded with the magnificent 
vista of Bruges. The visit  was 
organised by Ms Rondel and 
Miss Shelley and was much 
enjoyed by the pupils who will 
have memories of a wonderful 
time spent with their friends. 

Edwinstree competed in three county 
sports finals. Year 8 boys put in an 
excellent performance at the Sportsall 
Athletics county final at Wodson Park. 
They won nearly all of their track heats 
and the team finished in 8th place. Our 
under-12 girls took part in the Futsal 
county finals at Gosling Sports Park. 
They won their initial three group 
matches to qualify for the semi-finals, 
eventually finishing in third place. Year 
7 boys competed in the Rugby County 
finals at St Albans, playing against 
Samuel Ryder, Simon Balle and 
Bushey Academy. Just qualifying was 
a massive achievement and the team 
did well to finish 5th out of the eight 
schools taking part.   

Anthony Glenn (left) came in to perform his 
version of óRomeo and Julietô, holding 
workshops with Year 7. He will be returning in 
June to work with Year 5 and to act óA 
Midsummer Nightôs Dream.ô 

On the last day of the spring term, the whole 
school participated in an Easter service with a 
guest visitor, Mrs Jane Pitman, ex-chairman of 
Hertfordshire County Council. The service 
included readings, hymns and drama, with a 
wonderful contribution from the Brave Trust led 
by Martha and Margaret. 

The summer term is looking to be just as busy, 
with a visit from the popular poet Wes Magee, 

Transition Day, Sports Day and the Year 8 Celebration Evening. Educational visits will 
include Boulogne and Kew Gardens. 

Diane George 

!ÂÏÖÅȡ %Ä×ÉÎÓÔÒÅÅȭÓ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ 5ÎÄÅÒ-ΧΨ 'ÉÒÌÓ 
&ÕÔÓÁÌ 4ÅÁÍ ÃÁÍÅ ΩÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ǢÎÁÌÓȢ 


