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UUUSEFULSEFULSEFUL   LLLOCALOCALOCAL   IIINFORMATIONNFORMATIONNFORMATION   

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:         

10:00am – 4:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

 

Open: Mondays – Fridays 
Saturday & Sunday 

  5:00pm – 8:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries) 
01438 737373 (renewals) 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         
Fridays:    
Saturdays:                    

09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00    
CLOSED ALL DAY 
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00       

14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
 
14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
CLOSED 

POLICE STATION: 
 
Saturday Police surgeries: 
 
 

GAS: 
 

ELECTRICITY: 
 

WATER (Three Valleys): 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY PLANNING: 
 
 

B A S H     (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE, 
HATE or RAPE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS 
ADVICE BUREAU: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE: 

Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222 
Every Saturday, 2:00pm – 4:00pm at Buntingford Police 
station 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999 
 

Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838 
 

Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325 
 

The Medical Centre – White Hart Close 
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery – Baldock Road 
Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours) 
 

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:30pm at The 
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763 
 

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments, 
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992 
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999) 
 

East Herts District Council – telephone 01279 655261 
Housing – telephone 01279 714714 
Benefits – Freephone 0800 373852 
Buntingford Town Council – telephone 01763 272222 
Hertfordshire Highways – telephone 01438 737320 
 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone advice available Mon – Thurs, 10:00am – 4:00pm 
 

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road 
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Saturday 1st 
 
 

Sunday 2nd 
 

Tuesday 4th 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday 5th  
 

 
Saturday 8th 
 

 
 
 

Sun 9th–Sat 15th 
 

Monday 10th 

 

 

Thursday 13th 
 
 

 
 

Friday 14th 

 

 
Saturday 15th 
 

Tuesday 18th  
 

 
 

Wednesday 19th 
 
 

Friday 21st 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday 22nd 
 

Wednesday 26th 
 
 

Thursday 27th 

 

Fri 28th–Sun 31st 

9:30am – 11:30am Aspenden Festival Committee Annual Plant Sale. 
See page 10 for details. 
 

10:30am Free lessons at Buntingford Bowls Club. See page 9. 
 

10:30am Ashfords & Carters Close Coffee morning / Bring & Buy Sale 
for 'Help for Heroes'. See page 44 for details. 
 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society meeting – Benson 
Hall. Enquiries 01920 438482.  
 

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club  at URC Hall, Baldock 
Road. Speaker Kathy Stangaard on Gardens of Capel Manor. 
 

7:30pm The Royal British Legion Quiz Night at Benson Hall, London 
Road. Contact Di Bamford on 01763 848481. See page 33 for details. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

Christian Aid Week. 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm Buntingford U3A Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Speaker Tom Doig talking about Witchcraft in Hertfordshire.  
 

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI  Resolutions meeting at URC Hall.  
visitors are always welcome. 
 

8:00pm British Legion at the Crown Public House, Market Hill.  
 

6:00pm Buntingford Family Fun Event – Charity Football Match and 
Music event. See page 11 for full details. 
 

7:30pm for 8:00pm start, Layston School Quiz night. See page 20. 
 

12noon copy deadline for June 2010 edition of the Buntingford Journal. 
 

7:30pm Buntingford Town Football Club AGM at The Bury. 
 

12noon BALA Buffet lunch followed at 1:30pm by AGM (Cost of lunch 
£3.50) at Benson Hall. RSVP 01763 273623. 
 

7:00pm – Buntingford Scout Group's Annual General Meeting at 
Benson Hall, Buntingford. 
 

8:00pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at Crown ph. 
Speaker Mike Cobley on Bringing the B1 back to life. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall. Doors open 
at 7:00pm. Speaker Joyce Furssendonn on Inspire & Enjoyed. 
 

9:00am Buntingford Networking Meeting at Buntingford Coffee Shop.  
 

Aspenden Beer Festival at the Fox ph. See page 44 for details. 

DDDATESATESATES   FORFORFOR   YYYOUROUROUR   DDDIARYIARYIARY   
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WWWHATHATHAT'''SSS   ONONON   INININ   MMMAYAYAY???   
MONDAYS 

9:30am – 11:30am     
 

10:00am – 12 noon 
 
 

 
 

10:30am – 12 noon  
 
 

1:30pm – 3:30pm 

 
 

5:30pm – 6:30pm 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

7:00pm – 8:00pm  
 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 

 

7:30pm – 9:45pm 
 

 
 
8:15pm  
 
 

TUESDAYS 
9:15am – 10:15am 
 

 
9:30am – 11:00am  
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm  
 

 
 

5:30pm – 6:30pm 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

7:00pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
5:30pm – 6:30pm  
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
  
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 

7:00pm 
 
 

7:30pm – 8:30pm 
 

 

 

Buntings Tumble at Cottered Village Hall. Contact 01763 272868. 
 

Free sports activities for over 50s men and women run by Herts Sports 
Partnership at Seth Ward Community Centre. Yoga, badminton, dance, 
pilates, new age bowls, table tennis, seated exercise and lots more. Free tea 

& coffee. Tel 01707 281201 for more details. 
 

Iyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall – term time only. Contact Jen Harris on 
01920 821288.  
 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 

socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631 
 

Cougars Under 7s training, Norfolk Road. Andy on 07941 078069. 
 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon on 
01462 642922. 
 

Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681. 
 

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on 

07739 131694. 
 

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 – 19 years, held 
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Nick Howell on          
07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk. 
 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 
 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – £2.50 per session. Contact 

01763 273712. 
 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term time. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to 5 
years, £6.75 per session. It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school. 

Booking is required. Please call 01763 289942. Term time only. 
 

Cougars Under 12s Blues training, Norfolk Road. Shaun on 07836 214129. 
 

Cougars Under 14s training, Norfolk Road. Frank on 07768 078167. 
 

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 
 
 

Cougars Under 10s training, Norfolk Road. Martin on 07834 318518. 
 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 
550190. 
 

Cougars Under 11s training, Norfolk Road. Sean on 07860 365681. 
 

Classes in classical yoga, relaxation & meditation at Seth Ward Community 
Centre. Call Tom Newstead to book on 07900 654227.  
 

Body Circuit at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190. 
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WWWHATHATHAT'''SSS   ONONON   INININ   MMMAYAYAY??? 
WEDNESDAYS 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

8:00pm – 9:00pm 
 

8:00pm  
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

9:30am – 11:30am 
 

 
 
 

11:00am  
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 

 
 
 
 

2:15pm – 2:45pm  
 
 

5:00pm – 6:00pm 
 

5:30pm – 10:00pm  
 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 

6:15pm – 7:00pm           
 

8:00pm – 10:00pm  
 
FRIDAYS 

9:30am – 10:30am  
 

10:00am – 11:00am 
 
 
 

 

5:00pm – 6:00pm 
 

5:30pm – 8:00pm 
 
 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 
 

 

 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on 
07739 131694. 
 

Cougars Under 16s training, Norfolk Road. Mike 01763 271750. 
 

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 
 

Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 01763 
272081 or Clare on 01763 273019. 
 

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school). Range 
of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities, small world 

play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time only. £2.50 per child 
(tea & coffee, snacks & juice included). 
 

Keep fit for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 months  to 5 
years, £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay with their child 

1:30pm–2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be accompanied by a 
parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school, booking 
required. Phone Kim Semple on 01763 289942. 
 

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet or 
biscuit and a picture to colour. 
 

Cougars Under 9s training at Norfolk Road. Kevin 07930 192079. 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on 
01920 821722. 
 

Cougars Under 8s training at Norfolk Road. Matt 07814 838460. 
 

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 
               

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p for 
additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Contact Mandy Sims at 
Bramble Hill Children's Centre 07904 955141 while the organisers of Rhyme 

Time are on maternity leave. 
 

Cougars Under 15s training at Norfolk Road. Darren 07764 573696. 
 

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 – 
19 years. A range of activities, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. 
Contact Nick Howell on07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk. 
 

Cougars Under 10s Stripes training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07836 231915. 
 

Cougars Under 12s Whites training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07786 933963. 
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June 
Saturday 19th  
 

Saturday 26th 
 

Sat 26th & Sun 27th 
 
 

July 
Saturday 3rd  

 

Saturday 17th 

 

Sunday 18th 

 

 
Buntingford Carnival.  
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm Music and Tea in Westmill Village. See page 17.  
 

10:00am – 4:30pm (both days) Arts & Crafts Exhbition at Standon 
Village Hall. See page 25 for full details. 
 

 

Edwinstree Summer Fayre. 
 

Aspenden Fete. 
 

3:00pm – 5:30pm Traditional Afternoon Teas at  Ardeley Village 
Hall in aid of St Lawrence Church funds. 

LLLOOKINGOOKINGOOKING   AAAHEADHEADHEAD   

OOOUTUTUT   ANDANDAND   AAABOUTBOUTBOUT   INININ   MMMAYAYAY   
Saturday 1st   
 

Saturday 8th 
 

 

Saturday 15th  
 

 
 

Sunday 16th 

10:00am – 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 

7:30pm Braughing Music Society – The Alberni String Quartet. See 
page 18 for details. 
 

9:30am – 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 

10:00am – 4:00pm Retro Herts 50s & 60s day. See page 25. 
 

Sponsored Ride and Barbeque. See page 8 for details. 
 

British Red Cross Open Garden at Fanhams Hall Hotel, Ware. 

WWWHATHATHAT'''SSS   ONONON   INININ   MMMAYAYAY??? 
SATURDAYS 

9:00am – 12:30pm  
 

 
12:00pm – 2:00pm 
 

2:10pm – 4:10pm  
 

4:15pm – 6:15pm 
 

 
 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm  
 

MONDAY –
THURSDAY 
 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 

 

Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 – 18 years. Contact 
Philippa on 01762 271010. 
 

14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.  
 

6 – 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre. 
 

6 – 16 year olds dance workshops with Stagefrights Theatre. 
All Stagefrights workshops are term-time only, at United Reform Church 

Hall, Baldock Road. Contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email 
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 
 

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am – 4:00pm (subject to Town 
Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past. 
 

Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 273344 

for an appointment. 
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At the time of writing this, all the UK airports are still closed due to the volcanic rumblings 
in Iceland. Hey – Iceland impacted on our banks and savings, now they have disrupted our 
country again, bringing air travel to a halt. On the upside – hasn't it been quiet overhead! 

Apart from some light aircraft flying about in the blue skies, the birds have been given a 
chance to be heard. 
 
Sunday 18th April saw the cleaning of the River Rib. See page 40 for what we did and 
found on the day.  
 
I was saddened to hear that the magnificent 
copper beech tree, that stands proudly outside 
the Manor House, is dying and will need to be 
felled.  
 
Some 3-4 years ago the grafted tree was 
surveyed by an independent arboriculturalist 
and the council was told that it was dying and 
had about five years left, probably due to a 
combination of compacted roots and age. 
More recently it suffered from Bracket Fungi, 
which in trees is, more often than not, 
terminal.  
 
Since then, an East Herts arboriculturalist has 
carried out a survey and agrees that the tree 
will need to be cut down and this will be 
carried out in the next few months. That will be 
no mean feat I'm sure and will probably 
necessitate the closure of Market Hill for a 
period. Shame, but then we all have an expiry 
date I suppose. 
 

 
Aliya Chowney 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks go to Debbie Lemay for proof reading 

Copy and diary entries: 

 Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF  (01763 272040) 

email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 

Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com 

Deadline for the June Journal is 

12noon on Tuesday 18th May 2010 

EDITORIAL 



8  

 

 
LLL E T T E R SE T T E R SE T T E R S    T OT OT O    T H ET H ET H E    E D I T O RE D I T O RE D I T O R    

Dear Editor,               by telephone  
 
Just a short note to wish Vince Mole a full and speedy recovery after this recent illness. 
He does a fantastic job in the town and his absence from the streets of Buntingford will be 
sorely missed by all. 
 

Fiona and Ronnie 
Kirkhams Newsagents 

 
 
Dear Editor,                        by email 
 
We became the new licensees of The Fox, Aspenden on March 1st after taking over from 
Paul and Penny Sands and, since our arrival; we have received the warmest welcome we 
could have wished for.  We would like to thank everyone who has supported us in our 
new venture and made our first few weeks in the licensing trade a happy and successful 
time. The people of Aspenden and Buntingford have made us feel as if we belong here 
and we look forward to a long and happy future here. 
 

Kind regards 

Phil & Tina McIntosh 

Sponsored RideSponsored Ride   

& Barbeque& Barbeque   
 

S u n d a y  1 6 t h  M a y  20 1 0  
 
 

In aid of the  
Herts & Essex Border Group of Riding for the Disabled Association 

 

at Woodhall Park, Watton at Stone, SG14 3NF  
 

Rides  of  3 , 6  and 9 mi les  
 

A rare opportunity to ride around some beautiful Hertfordshire countryside. 
 

The organisers gratefully acknowledge the support and generosity of 

Mr & Mrs Ralph Abel Smith over whose land the ride takes place. 
 

More information see www.horsedates.co.uk 
or contact Alex Cater on 01763 289808 (alex.cater@btopenworld.com) 

 

RDA Charity No 1074385 
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Visit us at www.buntingfordbowls.co.uk 

Bowls for Beginners 
Free Lessons each Sunday in May starting 

on the 2nd at 10:30am at 
the Green, Wyddial Road, Buntingford 

 

 Fully qualified County coaches 
 Only flat-soled shoes required 
 Bowls provided at no charge 
 

No obligation 
Come along and play 

 

For further information contact: 
John Hicks on 01763 272657 

BuntingfordBunt ingfordBunt ingford   
Carnival  CommitteeCarnival  CommitteeCarnival  Committee    

T heme:  Fashion f rom Around the  WorldT heme:  Fashion f rom Around the  WorldT heme:  Fashion f rom Around the  World     
 

The big event taking place this summer is of course Buntingford Carnival. Nothing will 
touch it for the sight and sound of music and dance and dress from around the world. 
 

With samba music and dress from Sambuka and Toque Tambor and steel band Phase 5, 
South America are well represented. 
 

Africa, in the form of Iroko Theatre Company, will be well worth a visit to soak up the sight 
and sound of that wonderful continent. 
 

Jazz from USA takes the form of Jazz Knights – new to this area but very good. 
 

Edwinstree School, with their orchestra, will treat us to a polished performance that we 
expect from our middle school and our first schools, Layston and Millfield, will be 
performing dance in their inimitable way. Ralph Sadlier's jazz band will also be 
performing. 
 

Watch out for some special entrants in the procession – full of colour all the way from 
Bolivia – Semillas De Bolivia – magnificent. Also Edwinstree samba band and majorette 
troupes by the score. 
 

If you need any information about the day please phone me on 01763 272177. 
 

Ashley Cantor –  chairman Buntingford Carnival Committee 
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 get more out of walking with the Ramblers 
Royston and Distr ic t  Group  

Walks for May 

Sunday 2nd  
 

Tuesday 4th 

 

Thursday 6th   
 

Sunday 9th  
 

 
Tuesday 11th  
 

Wednesday 12th  
 

 
Sunday 16th  
 

 
Thursday 20th  
 

 
Thursday 20th  
 

Sunday 23rd  
 

Tuesday 25th  
 

Friday 28th  
 

Sunday 30th  
 

Monday 31st  

Colliers End, Wareside – 12½ miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038 
 

Evening walk Sandon – 3¾ miles. Leader David 01763 242677 
 

Morning walk The Hadhams – 5½ miles. Leader Bob 01763 271170 
 

Buntingford, Barkway, Nuthampstead, Anstey, Wyddial – 12 miles. 
Leader David 01763 242677  
 

Morning walk Elsworth – 6½ miles. Leader Alan 01763 263352  
 

Evening walk Therfield, Kelshall – 3 miles. Leader David 01763 
242677  
 

Hitchin Orbital Path – 11½ miles. Leaders Roger & Linda 01462 
453752  
 

Morning walk Ardeley – 5½ miles. Leaders Mary & Roger 01763 
281368  
 

Evening walk Barley – 3 miles. Leader Mike 01763 274679  
 

Barkway, Anstey – 10 miles. Leader Mike 01763 274679     
 

Morning walk Therfield – 5 miles. Leader George 01763 242281  
 

Evening walk Chipping – 4 miles. Leader Eric 01763 848576  
 

Thriplow – 10 miles. Leader Alan 01763 263352 
 

Evening walk Barkway – 3½ miles. Leader Mick 01763 247579  

Aspenden Festival Committee 
A N N U A L  P L A N T  S A L E  

Saturday 1st May outside St Peter's Church, Buntingford 
9 : 30am  ς 11: 30am 

Annua ls  E Perenn ia ls  E Vege tab les  E Sh rubs 
 

Cake and  Produce  s ta l l 
 

C o m e  i n s i d e  f o r  c o f f e e  a n d  s c o n e s 
 

Proceeds in aid of church restoration fund  
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BUNTINGFORD FAMILY FUNBUNTINGFORD FAMILY FUNBUNTINGFORD FAMILY FUN   
EVENT READY FOR KICK OFFEVENT READY FOR KICK OFFEVENT READY FOR KICK OFF   

CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH 
& MUSIC EVENT 

 

F r i d a y  1 4 t h  M a y  s t a r t i n g  a t  6 p m  
at The Bury, Buntingford 

 
A óCommunity Prideô project 

 
A FOOTBALL match between a team made up of Herts Police officers and Hertfordshire 
Fire and Rescue Officers and teenagers from Buntingford, will kick off a family fun event 
being held in the town on Friday, May 14th. 
 
The event is being organised by the Buntingford Neighbourhood Team as part of the 
'Community Pride' project and will be held at The Bury football ground, near the 
Sainsburys depot from 6pm.  
 
As well as the football match, residents will also be entertained by live music, with three 
bands set to take the stage from 8pm.These include local groups, Me Against the World, 
The Scratch and singer Paul Lillie. 
 
PC David Miller, from the Buntingford Neighbourhood Team, said: "It's going to be a 
great evening with lots of fun for all the family. The football match will definitely be 
thrilling with both sides extremely competitive, practicing hard and wanting to win!   
 
"The three bands we've got playing are fantastic and are ready to get the crowd going. 
There will also be lots of farm vehicles for children to see as well as the chance to meet 
with your local officer and discuss any concerns you may have." 
 
A hog-roast and other refreshments will be on hand for residents and the mobile police 
station will be on site to give people crime prevention advice. 
 
A raffle and an auction will also be held to raise money for local charity, the Lynsey 
Ivison Trust, which raises funds to help families with a terminally ill child to have one last 
family holiday together. Prizes on offer include signed Premiership football shirts and 
cricket and other sport memorabilia.  
 
The family event is just one of initiatives that forms part of the 'Community Pride' project, 
which is aiming to bridge the gap between different generations. It has provided 
constructive activities for young people who have received coaching sessions every 
week since the beginning of April in preparation of the football match. 
 
David continued: "Community Pride is really bringing the people of Buntingford together, 
showing what great community spirit there is, making the town an even better and safer 
place to live. The family event will be a great chance for the town to come together and I 
am sure it will be a fantastic evening and I hope to see as many local people there as 
possible."  
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 Profile on  

Dennis GoodeveDennis GoodeveDennis Goodeve   
 
Dennis John Goodeve was born on the 9th March 1934 in 
Woolston, Southampton. His younger sister came along 
five years later in 1939, when the War broke out. He still 
has vivid memories of that time, particularly of 
September 1940 when they were bombed out. It 
happened at 5:30 on a Sunday evening and the family 
was in the Anderson shelter at the bottom of the garden. 
Dennis recalls that his mother asked him to pop back into 
the house for her knitting needles but then his father 
came running after him and threw him back into the 
shelter just in time before the blast of bombs. Their 
house was not directly hit but was badly damaged and 
Dennis remembers the aftermath and seeing badly 
injured people being pulled from the wreckage. The 
nearby factory, which made parts for the Supermarine 
Spitfire aircraft, was the target for the German bombers. 
 

The family temporarily moved in with his dad's parents in their local village pub at West 
End, about four miles out of Southampton, until they found accommodation in the village. 
At the end of the War the family moved back in with Dennis’s grandparents in order for 
his father, who was a lorry driver, to help out in the pub in his spare time. 
 

Dennis went to school in West End and, having passed the '11 plus' exam, moved on to 
Itchen Grammar School in Southampton. He has always been interested in sports and 
played both football and cricket in the school teams. He also played cricket for the 
Hampshire Colts during his school days. He left school when he was 15 to join the local 
shipyard as an office boy prior to taking up an apprenticeship in 1950. Before leaving 
school he was offered the opportunity of joining the ground staff at Hampshire Cricket 
Club and had also had trials with Southampton Football Club but his mother would not 
hear of it. She wanted him to get a 'proper job', so he joined the shipyard at the princely 
sum of 2s. 6d. (12½p) per week. 
 

It wasn't long after he started work that his father died suddenly in late 1949 at the age of 
38 and the family moved back to Woolston to live with Dennis's mum's father.   
 

He completed his apprenticeship in 1955 but then had to do his National Service. He 
joined the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers at Blandford and was then posted 
to Arborfield near Reading. It was there that he met his future wife, Janice Sirett, who 
worked for her father in the NAAFI Store at Arborfield. 
 

When he was demobbed in 1957 he went back to his home in Woolston to live with his 
mother and also worked in the shipyard but he couldn't settle. He joined a firm of Naval 
Architects at Basingstoke, which just so happened to be only 20 miles from Arborfield and 
Jan's home. He had digs in Basingstoke and rode backwards and forwards to see Jan on 
his motorbike. He stayed in the same job for a couple of years and during that time he 
and Jan got engaged. 
 

In 1959 the opportunity arose for Dennis to take a job overseas as a Tanker Loading 
Master with The Bahrain Petroleum Company and his intention was to work a two year 
contract to save enough money to put a deposit on a house and pick up his career as a  
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naval architect in the UK. However he liked the 
place so much that he suggested to Jan that they 
should get married when he came back on annual 
leave and she could join him in Bahrain. Luckily 
she agreed to this and they were married on 9th 
April 1960 at Arborfield Church. 
 
 

They stayed in Bahrain for a further five years and 
enjoyed the life. Dennis was still playing sport but 
because of shift work he was playing very little 
cricket. The firm transferring him to the Engineering 
Department's drawing office, which meant he got 
weekends off and could play in the company's 
cricket team, solved this problem. It helped that the 
company's Chief Engineer happened to be captain 
of the cricket team. 
 
 

Dennis and Jan's son, Kevin, was born in Bahrain 
in June 1965. It was then decided that at the end of 
the contract in November they would come home 
to the UK to live. Dennis took up the offer to transfer to the company's head office in 
London. They bought a house at Stanwell, which was close to Heathrow Airport. A plane 
spotter's dream. Kevin grew up with this and, even now, his ideal day out is a trip to 
Heathrow to watch the planes! A couple of years commuting into London got the better of 
Dennis and he joined Parke Davis, an American Pharmaceutical Company just down the 
road in Hounslow as Chief Draughtsman. In 1969 Jan and Dennis's daughter, Clare, was 
born. 
 

The family uprooted once again in 1972 when Dennis's firm decided to relocate to South 
Wales. He stayed at Hounslow to close the factory down and then they all moved to 
Pontypool in Gwent. Dennis was appointed Capsile Manufacturing Manager and, two 
years later, was appointed Project Engineering Manager for the whole factory. 
 

In 1978 he had what Jan had become to accept as his 'seven year itch' and wanted to 
move again. He was offered a job in Welwyn Garden City and he and Jan went to have a 
look round the town but decided against the move. He was then offered a job at Allen & 
Hanburys (which was owned by Glaxo) and once again he came to have a look round the 
area with Jan. They wandered around Ware and looked in an estate agents window and 
saw a rather nice bungalow in Buntingford. When they came to Buntingford to look round 
they immediately liked what they saw and moved here in 1978. Dennis stayed with Glaxo 
as Project Engineer until his retirement in 1992. 
 

There were no more itchy feet, and Dennis and Jan still love living in Buntingford as much 
as they did when they first arrived. Their first contact in Buntingford was Joan and Jack 
Greener. Jack was the Chief Engineer at Glaxo. Kevin and Clare both attended 
Buntingford schools and Kevin joined the Cougars Youth Football Club. Gilbert Monti was 
one of the managers and, through him, Dennis got involved with Buntingford Town 
Football Club, which was run by Frank Aylott, and games were played at the                 
old  football ground (which has since been turned into a housing estate). He also became  

 

continued over ... 

Dennis and Jan on their wedding day 
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 treasurer of the Cougars and was able to obtain a redundant port-a-cabin from Glaxo and 
arrange for it to be transported to the Cougars pitch at London Road, where it is still in 
use. 
 

The pitch, which the Cougars rent, is owned by the Buntingford Relief in Need Charity 
and Dennis met Mrs Joan Bailey, who was the Clerk to the Charity. It was thanks to her 
that the Cougars were able to obtain the pitch at such a low rent because she was so 
supportive of the work that the Club did for the youngsters. During the 2/3 years that the 
Cougars ran the Buntingford Carnivals, Mrs Bailey was asked to come along to do the 
presentations. Dennis said that Mrs Bailey was a great character; he and Jan got to know 
her quite well and Jan used to help her out with shopping and the like. They were 
honoured when she asked them both to accompany her to Buckingham Palace, in 
February 1998, when she was awarded the MBE. 
 

When Dennis retired in 1992 he became a driver for BASH, which he did with Jan for 
about 12 years and they thoroughly enjoyed it. He said you get to meet lots of people and 
it was very therapeutic. When you listen to your passengers' ailments it puts your own 
problems into true perspective. 

 

He also took up golf and joined 
Barkway Park Golf Club when 
it initially opened in 1992. He 
was treasurer for a couple of 
years before he gave up to 
establish a very successful 
seniors section at the Club. 
 

In 1997 Dennis became a 
Trustee of the Buntingford 
Relief in Need Charity and a 
couple of years later he also 
became a Trustee of the 
Bun t i ngf or d A lm shouse 
Charity. He is still very much 
involved with both charities and 
took over the Treasurer's role 
when Mrs Bailey passed away. 

 

Word obviously gets around when there is a first class Treasurer in the town because at 
the same time he was asked if he would become Treasurer of the Buntingford Civic 
Society. He was also Treasurer of the Town Centre Management Team for a couple of 
years and was involved in the preparation of the Buntingford in Wartime booklet. 
 

These days Dennis limits himself to the work he does for the two charities, in between 
pottering in the garden and walking the dog. Dennis and Jan's daughter Clare lives in 
Buntingford with her husband Danny and they have two children, Megan and Lucy. Kevin 
lives in Bishop's Stortford with his wife Julie and their three sons, Matthew, Christopher 
and Daniel. 
 

At the time I went to talk to Dennis and Jan they were just coming up to their Golden 
wedding anniversary and a family celebration was being planned. I would like to offer my 
congratulations to them and thank them both very much for talking to me. 
 

Val Hume 

Dennis with Lord Snowdon 

when he visited the Parke Davis premises 
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Bunt ingford Civic  SocietyBunt ingford Civic  SocietyBunt ingford Civic  Society   

'Civic Voice' 

31/03/10 
 
Dear Derek, 
 
WELCOME TO CIVIC VOICE ï Membership Number 0000000114 
   
I am delighted to welcome Buntingford Civic Society as a founder member of Civic Voice. 
This is an exciting time for the civic movement and your support will help make the places 
where everyone lives more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive.   
  
You will find a wealth of information on the benefits from your membership enclosed.  
These include information about Civic Voice and your rights along with information on the 
Street Pride campaign and our partnerships with Bluefin insurance, National Trust, NCVO 
(National Council for Voluntary Organisations) and The Co-operative Bank. A printed 
receipt for your membership fee will follow and NCVO will be in touch shortly with details 
of your free membership.   
 
One of the privileges of membership is that you are licensed to use the logo and name of 
Civic Voice on your letterhead, website, publications, press releases and official 
representations and benefit from the authority and recognition that comes from saying 
you are a member. The logo will be available after the launch of Civic Voice on Saturday 
17th April and you will be able to download an image to use, subject to normal licensing 
restrictions. You can say you are a member from today. 
 
We would welcome confirmation of the essential contact details and information about 
your civic society and it would be very helpful if you could return a copy of the enclosed 
contact form. You can also download this from http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/
membershipforms.html and email it to admin@civicvoice.org.uk. We would also 
appreciate being sent copies of your member communications, including newsletters, 
annual reports and electronic bulletins by being added to your email and postal mailing 
lists.   
 
If you would like any further information then please contact Ian Harvey by email 
info@civicvoice.org.uk or on 0151 708 9920.   
  
We are delighted to welcome you to Civic Voice and look forward to a long and 
productive relationship. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Tony Burton 

Derek K Cooper, chairman 
 

Check out our website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 



16  

 

 

 

ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER 
Catholic Church 
 

3 Station Road, Buntingford 
Telephone 01763 271471 
 

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each: 
  Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm 
  Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham 
  Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm 
  Weekdays at 9:15pm 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30am ð 11.15am  

CHRIST CHURCH  

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD 

 
 
 
 
 
MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards 
  The Manse  'Great Stones'  
 Meeting Lane  Hare Street 
 Melbourn  Buntingford 
 Cambs SG8 6AN   Herts SG9 0AD 
 Tel: 01763 260747  Tel: 01763 289460 
  

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am 
 

 May   2 Morning Worship Rev Dr Susan Durber   
    9 Holy Communion  Rev Duncan Goldie 
  16 Morning Worship Rev Derek Newton 
  23 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 
  30 Morning Worship Arthur Brignall 
 
 June   6 Morning Worship Faith Paulding   
 
 

 

Regular activities 
 

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all 
children and young people. 
 

The Bright Hour – a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting 

speakers – meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall. 
 

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every 
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat. 
 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on  
the first Friday of the month. 

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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Sun 2nd 

 

 

 
 

Wed 5th 

 

 

Sun 9th 
 

 
 

Sun 16th 
 
 

Sun 23rd 
 

 
 

Sun 30th 

 
9:15am 

9:30am 
11:00am 
6:00pm 
 

9:30am 
 

 

9:30am 
11:00am 

3:00pm 
 

9:15am 
11:00am 
 

9:15am 
9:30am 

11:00am 
 

9:30am 
11:00am 

 
St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 

St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 

St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
 

St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 

Nevett's Care Home 
 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 

St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 

St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 

 
Holy Communion 

Family Service 
All Age Family Worship 
United Benefice Service 
 

Said Holy Communion (Book of 
Common Prayer) 
 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Songs of Praise 
 

Holy Communion 
Family Praise 
 

Morning Worship 
Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 
 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 

Un i ted Benef i ce ofUn i t ed Benef i ce ofUn i t ed Benef i ce of    
St.  Mary 's  ð Aspenden  

St .  Peter 's  ð Bun t ingfo rd  

St .  Mary  the Vi rg in  ð Westmi l l  
Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ð  Telephone 01763 274072  

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churche s 
St. Peter's in Buntingford has a more contemporary style 

St. Mary's in Aspenden has a more traditional style 
St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style 

Everyone is welcome at any of the churches  
 

Services for May 2010 

 

A SUMMER AFTERNOON OF MUSIC AND TEA IN 

WESTMILL VILLAGE 
 

S A T U R D A Y  2 6 t h  J U N E  2 0 1 0  

2pm to 5pm 
 

Come and listen to a superb selection of music played by local 
musicians in St Mary's Church, Westmill 

 

 Wander through our pretty village and enjoy a variety of teas and 
cakes in a delightful garden overlooking the village green.  

 

Looking forward  to your visi t !  

In aid of Village funds 
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 Buntingford Youth 

Project 

For a l l  13  -  19  year o lds  

(up to  25 i f  you have a learn ing d i f f icu l ty  
or  a  d isabi l i ty )  
 

At the Technical Institute, opposite the 
Post Office in Baldock Rd. 

Nine young people from Buntingford Youth 
Project went on a trip to Corby Skate Park, 
one of the largest in the country. All the 
young people who attended the trip 
improved their skills and all had a great day.  

More trips will be organised throughout the 
year. For more information or to put your 

Monday evenings 7:30pm Monday evenings 7:30pm Monday evenings 7:30pm –––   9:45pm9:45pm9:45pm   Friday evenings 5:30pm Friday evenings 5:30pm Friday evenings 5:30pm –––   8:00pm8:00pm8:00pm   

For more information contact Nick Howell 07789 927 640 
email:  nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk   

T h e  A l b e r n i  S t r i n g  Q u a r t e tT h e  A l b e r n i  S t r i n g  Q u a r t e tT h e  A l b e r n i  S t r i n g  Q u a r t e t    
 

T h r e e  B e e t h o v e n  Q u a r t e t s  

Saturday 8th May ï 7:30 pm 

S t  M a r y ' s  C h u r c h ,  B r a u g h i n g  
 

Ticket prices:  £15 Premium · £12 Standard  

£10 restricted view · £15 at the door 
 

Telephone Box Office: 

0 1 7 6 3  2 8 9 0 7 3  

 

www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk 
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Bunt ingford  Network ing Meet ingBunt ingford  Network ing Meet ingBunt ingford  Network ing Meet ing   
 

Thursday  27 th  May  
 

9 am  a t Bun t ing ford  Co f fee Shop  
 

Contact Fiona or Nicola  

email: info@flexystaff.co.uk or telephone: 0870 288 5141  

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 

Mondays 10:00am – 4:00pm  
Tuesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Wednesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Closed Thursdays and Fridays  

Disputed DebtsDisputed DebtsDisputed Debts   
 
 
I have been contacted by debt collectors about money I did owe but have now paid 
off. They won't accept that the money has been paid. What can I do to stop the 
phone calls? 
 
If you are approached by a debt collector for a debt you have already paid, you should 
tell them it has already been paid and tell them to take it up with the original creditor.  
 
If you have it, show them proof that you have already paid the debt, but the onus is on 
them to prove that they haven't received payment. If you post the proof to them, 
remember to send a copy and keep the original yourself. It is also a good idea to send it 
by recorded delivery. Contacting the original creditor to confirm you have paid it and 
getting them to contact the debt collector would also help, but again the onus is not on 
you to do this.  

 
If the debt collector still chases you for the debt you should make a complaint to them in 
writing. If they don't resolve the matter and the debt was for borrowing regulated by the 
Consumer Credit Act – like a credit card, store card or a personal loan – you can ask the 
financial ombudsman to look at the case.  

 
You should also make the OFT and the debt collectors trade body – the Credit Services 
Association – aware of any problems, because chasing people for disputed debts 
breaches OFT guidelines and the CSA’s code of practice.  

 
Don't give in to their pressure. You should not have to pay twice. If you need help seek 
free, independent advice as soon as possible – go to the Citizens Advice Bureau website 
www.adviceguide.org.uk for more information and contact details of your nearest CAB.  
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If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,   
please contact please contact please contact Aliya ChowneyAliya ChowneyAliya Chowney   on on on 01763 27204001763 27204001763 272040   

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.comor email: aliyachowney@btinternet.comor email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com   

Quiz Night  

Saturday15 th May 2010  

Doors open 7:30pm for 8:00pm start 
at 

Layston First School  

The Causeway, Buntingford 

£8 a ticket including ploughman's supper 
Maximum 8 persons a team 

Prize for each member of the winning team 

L icensed bar 
Tickets available from Debbie and Matt on 01763 272398 

   
B U N T I N G F O R D  W . I .B U N T I N G F O R D  W . I .B U N T I N G F O R D  W . I .    

 
Unfortunately the speaker we had booked for our April meeting had to cancel at 
the last minute but we were delighted to welcome Rev. Norman Richards back 
to Buntingford. He came to talk to us about the voluntary work he now does as 
Chaplain in the A & E department at Addenbrooke's Hospital and also at 
Stansted Airport and explained that the Chaplain is there for everyone and is 
non-denominational.   
 
Norman showed us the high visibility jacket he has to wear while at the Airport 
and he had to be vetted by MI5 and MI6 before he was issued with his Airside 
Pass, which enables him to go anywhere in the Airport – even the control tower 
should he wish to do so! He said that training is provided should there ever be a 
major incident. 
 
Our next meeting on May 13th is the Resolutions Meeting. We meet at the 
United Reformed Church Hall in Baldock Road at 7:45pm and visitors are 
always welcome. 
 

Val Hume 
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While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information 
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for 
errors or omissions in this publication. 

Buntingford Community Garden ProjectBuntingford Community Garden Project   

is part of theis part of the  

Buntingford Community Pride ProgrammeBuntingford Community Pride Programme  

C a n  y o u  h e l p  u s ?C a n  y o u  h e l p  u s ?C a n  y o u  h e l p  u s ?  
 
Our aim is to turn the front and rear gardens of the Buntingford Police Station in Baldock 
Road into a community garden. We plan to recruit volunteers of all ages to help us build 
and maintain this garden. 
 

We hope you were able to visit our display at the police Open Day to get a better 
understanding of what we are trying to achieve. But we still need: 
 

VO LUNTEERS ï We want all age groups to be involved. More mature citizens to work 
with our younger residents to create the garden. Younger children accompanied by 
parents to create our vegetable garden. 
 

TOO LS ï Do you have any surplus garden tools? We need garden tools for our 
volunteers to use, especially: spades, forks, trowels, rakes, hoes and wheelbarrows – we 
will even collect! Tools must be in good condition. 
 

SKI LLS ï We are looking for anyone with a working knowledge of the Health & Safety 
at Work Acts and anyone with a current First Aid certificate to assist or advise us 
when we are working on site. 
 

SPO NSERSHI P ï We are looking for individuals or businesses that will be willing to 
donate or finance any of the following: 
 

C Park benches 

C Plants – wide range of shrubs, bedding and vegetables 

C Compost bins 

C Building aggregates 

C Timber 
 

If you can help or have any questions please contact:  
Brian on 07836 212259 or email brian.lemay@talktalk.net  
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 Trees 
(Part 9) 

Martin & Mandy 
 
Part of the planning application requires an 'Arboricultural Impact Assessment' – that's 
just fancy words for a tree report! It's a piece of paper that needs to be acquired as part of 
the planning process, so off we go in search of a suitably qualified tree person. Looking 
locally we find Phil and Jeremy in Buntingford, who also fulfil my basic requirement of 
being able to answer email and deal with the CAD diagrams of the site, so they are duly 
contracted to work out what's going on in the tree department. We and the Diocese have 
already had to trim the chestnut where it was knocking on the chancel roof and had to 
deal with two sycamores that had self seeded at the back before their roots caused 
further damage to the north wall, but we are keen not to lose any more trees. 
 

A couple of weeks later we are at the church and we spy this chap rummaging around 
with a notebook and we meet Jeremy for the first time. He has a hand held computer and 
is busy identifying and placing each tree on the site diagram that I gave them and is well 
into the job. We leave him to finish the task and duly, in a few weeks, in my email inbox 
arrives a 90-page document, along with a diagram. The diagram assigns a number to 
each tree and the document goes into stupidly fine detail about its condition including 
height and a dozen other facts! There is also a recommended course of action for each 
tree. The only problem we have is there are several trees identified as 'dead' and/or in 
need of felling. For most this is fine – there are two very small trees underneath the crown 
of the really nice Yew tree that have never managed to get going so I'm not too bothered 
by those, but one is the first tree on the left in the main avenue, and the report says it 
should be felled. This is not good news at all, as one of the main visual items for the site 
for Mandy and I is this avenue, so removing any tree there is not an option we wish to 
consider. 
 

After a couple of phone calls with Phil we decide a site meeting is a good idea and at 
eight in the morning I meet with him. We start with the easy things. We need to get 
services to the church and this means a trench, now I know a bit about tree roots but not 
enough to plan this – the obvious route for a trench would be straight up the path which 
avoids the 'residents' but I'm after someone who can tell me whether that's the best way 
to do it. Phil can see my point but wants to think about it – I'm hoping he can come up 
with a cunning plan.  
 

We talk about protecting trees while building work is underway and Phil points out if you 
drive a truck over a root system repeatedly, in two years time the tree will be dead and 
normally the developer does not care and is long gone. Fortunately Mandy and I are not 
developers. Eventually we get onto the subject of chopping trees down, we go and look at 
1877 (that's first tree on the left in the avenue to you and me) and it's true, a fair chunk of 
the tree is dead, even I can work that out, which is why the report says "fell to ground 
level". I try the direct approach first and say "No" to Phil. He understands this but says, 
"It's dead, it might fall down." I reply with, "It hasn't fallen down yet." "True," he says, "But 
it might do."  
 

From this exchange Phil works out that I really don't want to chop anything down, 
however dead he tells me it is. If there is a real issue with a tree being a danger or 
impacting on the building, then maybe, but we want to keep the trees where there's even 
a glimmer of life. As for tree 1877 we decide to call in the big guns and get the 
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Arboricultural officer from East Herts down and see if he can come up with a solution that 
keeps everybody happy. Phil agrees to contact him and arrange a site meeting. Phil's 
parting shot to me is quite interesting, "You’re not like a normal developer," he says, 
"Most of the time I'm contracted in to do a report on a site to write a document justifying 
why we should chop half the trees down to make the site sellable. I've never been in a 
situation were I'm fighting with a client to NOT chop a tree down!" I take this as a 
compliment. 
 

A couple of weeks later Phil, 
Mandy and I are back on site 
and we meet with the 
Arboricultural officer; it's early 
and very quiet so we spend 
the first ten minutes or so just 
walking round the site. As it 
happens all of us have done 
this before and know the site 
well, it just reminds me how 
much it's worth saving. After 
some inspection and 
consideration it's agreed that 
poor old 1877 can actually be 
addressed by some careful 
pruning and some additional 
supports – the tree is dead, 
that's a fact, but it has living 
growth in what's left of it's 
crown so we can squeeze 
some more life out of it yet. I 
think Phil is still a bit bemused 
and can't get over the fact we 
are fighting to save the tree. 
 

The service trench is a bit more entertaining and after a master-class from a couple of 
experts about trees, Mandy and I are having second thoughts about the avenue, which 
basically needs to be left completely alone to ensure it flourishes. Phil and our chap from 
the council take the 'issue' away with them to have a think. Time goes by and Phil's on 
the phone to me with the cunning plan we'd hoped for. Now it's explained to me I can't 
see why we did not dream it up in the first place – the proposed solution is to run the 
trench right next to the road which gets us to within 20 feet of St Bartholomew's and 
avoids the avenue completely! 
 

Like all the issues that affect St Bartholomew's this one has been an eye opening 
experience. We now know more than is safe about trees but more to the point have run 
into a three people who clearly know much more than that and passionately love their 
work. I find it hard to believe that a developer might take the attitude that Phil mentioned 
to me, but with them profit talks. Fortunately for the trees of St Bartholomew’s profit is not 
a consideration here. 
 

Next month we go on another history trip – this time to the seaside. If you can't wait until 
then, look for clues on www.layston-church.org.uk. 
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BBBUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORD   GGGARDENERSARDENERSARDENERS   CCCLUBLUBLUB   
 
An unusual meeting took place last month – our speaker did 
not turn up and, at the time of writing this, we have still not 
heard the reason why. 
 

We still had an enjoyable evening though, thanks to an 
emergency quiz supplied by our Quiz Master. I am still not sure 
who won, but it was a good evening. 
 

Members were reminded that subscriptions were due and that 
the money for the trip to Hever Castle would be required at the 
May meeting. 
 

An extra evening visit was also provisionally arranged for June, 
more details at the May meeting on Wednesday 5th May 
7:45pm for 8pm at the URC hall in Baldock Road. At this 
meeting hopefully we will have Kathy Stangaard speaking about the Gardens of Capel 
Manor and giving a flower demonstration. The competition is a spring flower. I have got it 
right this time. 
 

The meeting will be held at the URC Hall in Baldock Road, Buntingford at 7:45pm for 
8pm. 

Margaret Howarth ï Tel 07747 355 017  

 

Fat foot wears flats  
  

Everyday I go to the cupboard,  

(and no, my name is not Mother Hubbard)  

I open the door and peer at my shoes... which, I wonder, are the pair to choose.  

The ones with stiletto's  ˾which I've not worn for years  

Cos' they pinch and so reduce me to tears!  

My favourite clog types, of which I have lots... in all different colours, but no 

stripes and no spots!  

My flip - flops go flip flap as my eyes cast them over... with all of this shoe choice, I 

should be in clover!!!  

BUT  I HAVE TURNED INTO FAT FOOT THE GREAT!!!  

Since the ankle was broken the foot's put on weight.  

So... no shoes from the cupboard cos' they're all tooooooo tight,  

Hence £6 flats, bigger size... what a fright!  

Sometime soon I'll wear real shoes again... 'till then FAT FOOT reigns,  

Oh dear me... it's really a pain!!!  

Teresa Bonner  
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Free admission 

ARTS AND  

CRAFTS AT                   

STANDON  
Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th June  

 

10:00am ï 4:30pm (both days) 
 

Standon Village Hall 

Hadham Road 

Standon, Herts 
 

Exh ib i t ion and Sale of  Pain t ings 

Plus Craf t Stal ls 
 

Ref reshm ents E L i censed Bar  E Raf f l e 
 
 

Catalogues 50p – Donations Welcome      (All proceeds to the Village Hall fund) 
 

   T o  p a r t i c i p a t e  r i n g  0 1 2 7 9  8 4 2 6 2 5   

  50s & 60s day 
Saturday 15th May 
10am – 4pm 

B r i ng  t h e  p a s t  t o  l i f e  t h r o u gh  a r c h i v e s  a nd  y o u r  m em or i e s  

Retro Herts  

www.hertsmemories.org.uk Preserve and 
share your memories of Hertfordshire, bring 
along your old photos to add to this new 
community archives website – we'll show you 
how. 
 

refreshments Ï parking 

W.I. market 
 

Hertfordshire Archives & Local Studies 
Register Office Block, County Hall 

Pegs Lane, Hertford SG13 8EJ 
www.hertsdirect.org/hals 0300 123 4049 

Free 

Exhibitions, displays, classic cars, vintage toys, live music and more  
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We have had a very busy spring term, ending with leaving parties 
for Mr Knowles after over twenty years service to Edwinstree 
school. The first party was a more formal occasion with Justin 
Donovan, County Deputy Director of Children, Schools and 
Families, Mr Basra, Buntingford Mayor and Norman Richards, 
former vicar, as well as governors, staff, parents and ex-pupils in 
attendance.  
 

Then on Mr Knowles's final day at school, pupils and staff 
performed a concert in his honour and presented him with gifts 
and mementos. 
 

Our Year Eight's spent their last week of their penultimate term at Edwinstree in 
Normandy, France, visiting the D-Day museums, as well as the towns of Bayeux and 
Arromanches, to compliment their Second World War studies in history. It was also a 
chance to practice their French language skills. 

 

Last term was also our Sports departments 
most successful season ever, with our Year 
Eight football team performing exceptionally 
well, winning the Bishop's Stortford and 
District six-a-side championships. 
 

Year Seven also reached the final just losing 
out to Bishops Stortford High School. 
 

Our girls team finished runners-up in the 
Middle Schools Tournament. A magnificent 
achievement from the Year Eight rugby team 
who represented Hertfordshire in the London 
North Regional Shield finals.  
 

The start of the Summer Term saw a visit from Sue Hampton, the author of 'Voice of the 
Aspen', who gave a talk on being a writer. 
 

Year Five pupils are looking forward to their visit to Greenwich Maritime Museum this 
month to enhance their Tudor exploration work. The Peak District in Derbyshire is the 
destination for a Geography field trip for Year Seven students who will be visiting 
Chatsworth House and the town of Matlock. 
 

Looking ahead to the coming months, the rehearsals of the June production of The 
Pirates of Penzance are going well and our School Association is planning the annual 
summer fayre to be held on Saturday 3rd July. 

    

EEEDWINSTREEDWINSTREEDWINSTREE   MMM IDDLEIDDLEIDDLE   SSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL  

Year Eight football team 

Year Seven football team 
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MMMEETEETEET    YOURYOURYOUR    LOCALLOCALLOCAL    PCSOPCSOPCSO 
 

 
 

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support 
Officers, Amanda Higham and Charlotte Creedon or you just want to say hello, they will be 
at the specified venues as listed below.                         (Times are subject to change at short notice) 

Telephone 0845 33  00  222  

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue: 

Wed 5th  

Mon 10th 
Wed 12th 

Thurs 13th 

Wed 19th 
Mon 24th 
Wed 26th 

Thurs 27th  

5:00pm – 5:30pm 

10:30am – 11:30am 
12:00pm – 12:45pm 
10:30am – 11:30am 

2:00pm – 2:45pm 
10:30am – 11:30am 
7:00pm – 7:30pm 

10:30am – 11:30am 

Outside Village Hall, Brent Pelham 

Outside St Peter's Church, Buntingford 
Outside Church, Anstey 
Outside United Reformed Church, Buntingford 

Outside Village Hall, Albury 
Outside St Peter's Church, Buntingford 
Willow Close, Great Hormead 

Outside United Reformed Church, Buntingford 

Amanda 

Charlotte 
Amanda 
Charlotte 

Amanda 
Charlotte 
Amanda 

Charlotte 

C r u c i a l  C r e w   
 

Crucial Crew is a key part of the safety education that year 6 (aged 10-11) children across 
the county experience. It is held annually and this year was from 19th – 30th April. 
 

In Bishops Stortford we cater for all year 6 pupils across rural, Buntingford, Bishops 
Stortford and Sawbridgeworth Schools, which totalled between 800 – 1000 children from 
23 schools.  
 

The aim of the event is to ensure year 6 children have the necessary knowledge and skills 
in preparation for the transition period from Primary to Secondary School, as well as being 
an informative and useful event for the Buntingford and Puckeridge Middle Schools. 
  

The event is organised and run by Schools Officers with the help of partner agencies 
attending and generous donations from our local ESCO's and Passenger Transport. 
 

Agencies/Scenarios taking part include: 
 

Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue  
Wood Green Animal Shelter 
Davian Coaches 
British Transport Police 
NHS School nurses 
Chrysalis Drug Project/Street FM 
Electrical safety 
Internet safety  
Stranger danger  

 
For further information on this event please contact Police Community Support 
Officer (PCSO) Fionna Ashdown 01992 533307 
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A 
pril has brought the sun! Thank Goodness it has also 

brought the Easter holidays; Easter of course being 

a very important time of the year for religious 

reasons. The Easter holidays also brings two weeks 

off school! In the summer holidays one of things I did is go to 

Clacton beach with my Mum, Dad, Sister and my dog. My dog, Bella, loved jumping 

around in the sea and rolling in the sand, though growled every time she saw a kite 

flying above.  

The Iceland Volcanic eruption has disturbed many flights across the world. A lot of my 

EQHDMCR VGN VDMS @AQN@C NUDQ SGD &@RSDQ GNKHC@XR G@UDM½S ADDM @AKD SN FDS A@BJq .X 

best friend, Laura, has to stay in America for another week at most until her and her 

family can get home. My friend, Sam, cannot get back to the UK for another week 

DHSGDQ EQNL 4O@HMq 5GNTFG *½L RTQD SG@S DUDQXNMD VHKK AD LHRRHMF SGDLu KTBJHKX ENQ SGDL 

they can stay topping up there tans while we all sit in classrooms. 

Mad Manic May: 

May also brings a half term at the end of the month. I am going to New Forest with my 

family, like I did last year. We will also be visiting the Isle of White. As much as I will be 

enjoying that holiday I will still need to revise, as I am due to take a test in June 

sometime. I will have a test each for Physics, Chemistry and Biology. The marks from 

this test will also mean 10% of my overall GCSE grade! So I am quite nervous about 

that.  

Natasha Morrison 

B U N TINGF ORD  T OWN  F C  
w w w . b u n t i n g f o r d t o w n f c . c o m  

 

A 
pril started well for the club's First Team, with victories over Knebworth (4-3) and 
Walkern Rangers (4-1). The six points from these two results saw the side finally 
climb above AFC Hatfield Town in the league table; the next target was to eclipse 

Allenburys Sport, but a narrow defeat at Sarratt (1-0) followed by a disappointing 4-1 
defeat at home to Old Parmiterians resulted in no headway being made. 
 
As I write, with three tough games remaining (Belstone, Letchworth Garden City Eagles 
and Bushey Rangers), the chances of further points are slim although we have shown 
throughout the season that we can live with some of the better sides in the division. As far 
as I am concerned four points from a possible nine would be a great end to the season, 
but I'm sure the players and management team will be looking for three wins; if they 
manage that I may have to get a round of beers in – a very rare occurrence indeed! 
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The Reserves maintained a 100% record during March (of wins that is!) and at one point 
there was an extremely slim chance that the side could finish in the top three of their 
division; unfortunately a 3-1 home defeat at the hands of Knebworth put pay to any 
chance of that, but we must be encouraged by the way the team has turned things 
around since November. 
 
The core of the Reserve Team squad has been together for almost two seasons now and 
the players have found their feet at this level; we are seeing the benefit that comes from a 
stable squad that works hard every Saturday, and, all things being equal, I would like to 
think that the Reserves will have high hopes for a promotion push next season. 
 
The Vets were also unbeaten during March, the highlight being a 9-4 victory over 
Therfield, with hat-tricks from Simon Blazey and leading scorer James Neill. Two defeats 
at the start of April dampened the general sense of euphoria, but as I have said before, 
this is the Vets' best season ever and the squad must be congratulated for their 
performance. Spirit is so high that a pre-season 'tour' of Torquay is already on the cards 
for September – thanks to Dan Savage for organising the hotel. I'm looking forward to 
meeting Basil, Sybil and Manuel! 
 
On the fundraising front we held a football quiz on 16th April, hoping to repeat the 
successful one we ran last October. Frustratingly the turnout was unusually low, although 
I would like to thank those of you who did come along. Despite the low numbers I think 
everyone had a good time with the possible exception of the quizmaster who had to 
control the unruly behaviour of the team, which came second – you know who you are! 
 
Perhaps holding the event at the end of the Easter holidays was a mistake; perhaps we 
need to look at alternatives to quizzes in order to get the numbers up. One fact remains – 
we hold fundraising events in order to supplement income from match fees in order to 
balance the books. The less money that comes in, the less there is available to develop 
the club. Sadly, it's a fact of life. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 18th May, 7:30pm at The Bury. 
Anyone is welcome to come along, although only bona-fide members of the club will be 
entitled to vote. You are particularly welcome to attend if you fancy becoming involved 
with the club as a committee member or sponsor – why not give it a go? 
 
Finally, on a non-football related matter, I would like to thank the person who found my 
wife's digital camera in the snow during January and handed it into Buntingford Police 
station. We now have it back and amazingly it is working fine, and even the battery is still 
fully charged. 
 
So, next time you read in the newspapers about our 'broken society', just remember that 
there are still many people around who do 'the right thing'. Buntingford ain't all that bad! 
 
Thank you again.  

 
Chris Thurgill – chairman, Buntingford Town FC 
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 BBBUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORD   TTTOWNOWNOWN   CCCOUNCILOUNCILOUNCIL   

A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  
 
 
 

O 
nce again the Annual Town Meeting was held at the Seth Ward Community 
Centre and was very well attended. Councillor John Warren gave an overview of 
the planned Town Plan and The Mayor, Councillor Basra made a speech, giving 

an overview of the past year, and also thanked those who have helped him have a very 
enjoyable two years as Mayor. 

Questions from the floor mainly concerned the planned extension at the Seth Ward 
Community Centre. The extension is being funded by Central Government to provide for 
a Children's Centre. Herts County Council is leading the project and when planning 
permission is sought, full consultation will take place. 

Other concerns included the untidiness of the Watermill Industrial Estate, the Millennium 
clock being out of order (this is being investigated) and the poor condition of London 
Road caused by construction traffic (we have contacted the Planning Dept.) 

The Council's Civic Reception will be held on Friday 25th June. This is an opportunity to 
thank the many volunteers who run the organisations in the town. If your organisation has 
changed contact details, please let us know as invitations will be posted shortly.  

 

Jill Jones MILCM 
Town Clerk 

TTTOWNOWNOWN   CCCOUNCILOUNCILOUNCIL   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS   FORFORFOR   THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   OFOFOF   MMMAYAYAY   

Thursday 13th 

Thursday 20th 

Thursday 20th 
Tuesday 27th 
Thursday 27th 

Amenities Committee – 7:30pm 
Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Resources Committee – 8:00pm 
Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Full Council – 8:00pm 

 

All meetings will be held at The Manor House 
Al l  m embers of  the publ ic  are welcom e to at tend  

Office hours: Monday – Thursday  9:00am – 5:00pm, closed Fridays 
 

T el :  01763 272222 
email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com  
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk  

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford 
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be 
purchased from: 
 

A CUT ABOVE ·  BASRAS SUPERMARKET · CO-OP SUPERMARKET  
COUNTRY FLOWERS · DELISSIMO · FLUTTERBY'S 

HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION · KIRKHAMS · MARK DOEL  
PEARCE'S FARM SHOP · PIGGOTTS ·  QUILLER BOOKS · WESTMILL TEA ROOM  
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Millfield First and Nursery SchoolMillfield First and Nursery SchoolMillfield First and Nursery School   

  

The School Council held a very successful 'Millfield's Got Talent' show to raise 
money for Sports Relief on Tuesday 30th March. We had a great range of entries 
and all the school enjoyed the entertainment. 

 
 
The days before Easter 
were busy ones with a 
number of events. The PTA 
held a successful Easter 
Disco, which was very well 
attended. Due to inclement 
weather the PTA had to 
hold their annual Easter 
Egg Hunt indoors. However 
the children still enjoyed 
themselves and were 
delighted with their Easter 
Eggs. 
 

 

 
Our Easter Assembly on Thursday 
1st April for all parents and carers 
was extremely well attended and 
each Key Stage contributed an 
item.   
 

 
As we start the summer term we 
already have a number of events 
planned. KS2 pupils are visiting 
the Hindu Centre near Watford    
as part of their RE work on 
Wednesday 21st April.  
 
 
Year 4 will be undertaking cycle training led by Steve Hall, our caretaker, who is 
also a qualified cycling instructor.  
 
 

The Eco-Action Team are taking part in the 'Big Tidy Up' campaign and will be 
collecting litter from the area around the school on Friday 30th 2010.  
 

Kathy Willett  –  Headteacher 

A Millfield's Got Talent performer 

Easter Assembly at Millfield 
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Some of us have to succumb to wearing 
the dreaded spectacles after trying to  
live with not being able to read the 
newspaper or that label on a jar, without 
holding it further and further away. You 
just have to give in when you realise your 
arms won't get any longer. 

 

I was due for an eye test, which I usually have done at an opticians within a well-known 
supermarket, but I thought why not try our local independent optician. Well, I decided to 
do both and make a direct comparison. So I did and here are my results: 

 
J Oliver Radley Opticians Well-known supermarket chain  

Making appointment By telephone, easy. By telephone, easy. 

Reminder of 

appointment 

Text to mobile the day before 

appointment. 

Courtesy phone call to home 

number plus text to mobile the 

day before appointment. 

Time of travel 7 - 10 minutes (one way). 15 - 20 minutes (one way). 

Greeting Warm welcome, offered a seat and 

a cup of tea/coffee or water. 

Warm welcome (after a couple of 

minutes to wait for free assistant). 

Offered a bench seat. 

Surroundings Very comfortable, nice relaxing 

ambience. 
Bustling supermarket. 

Time waiting to be 

seen 
On the dot Seen after 5 minute wait for 

pressure test then another 5 

minutes to see optician 

Eye test Comprehensive; pressure test plus 

usual eye tests, front eye exam by 
machine and photograph of both 

eyes. 

Fairly comprehensive; pressure 

test (which was uncomfortable as 
the seat was too low and had to 
stretch up to reach the machine) 

plus usual eye tests. Manual 

visual exam of both eyes. 

Prescription I was expecting both prescriptions to be the same. Worryingly they 

differed, so checked both prescriptions with Radley's (by actually testing 
out the different strength lenses) and the well-known supermarket chain 

prescription was incorrect. 

Advice Discussed all options and was 

offered blended occupational 
lenses for use with a computer 
screen and reading (which come 

with a 30-day warranty so if you 
find they are not for you, you have 
the opportunity to change to 

another type of lens). 

To purchase new varifocal 

glasses. Pointed out that I don't 
need them for distance, only for 
computer work and reading. 

Offered bi-focals. Said I didn't 
want them as the lenses don't 
blend. Told to get separate 

glasses for computer work and 
reading. I remarked that I couldn't 
keep changing them while 

working. Told to stick with the 
varifocals. 

Frames Checked existing frames for re-

use. Wasn't pushed to purchase 

new frames. 

Automatically pointed to the new 

frames and given info on the 'buy 

one – get one free' offers. 

 

Local 
Independent  

 

Well-known 
supermarket v 
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As a result of this comparison, I felt much more confident with the advice I received from 
Radley's – actually getting the type of glasses that I need for specific use, not just ones 
for the masses. It was quite worrying that the prescriptions differed and, had I gone  with 
my usual supplier, I would have ended up with lenses that still didn't fit the purpose and 
that I could not see clearly through. (I opted for mid-price lenses; both opticians offer 
cheaper and more expensive options.) 

As you can see above, even though I had to pay for my eye test*, our local independent 
optician was still £30 cheaper overall – not to mention the time taken in travelling. So I am 
supporting a Buntingford business and having my new lenses put into my original frames, 
with the type of lenses that I really need, supplied by J Oliver Radley in the High Street, 
Buntingford.  

Aliya Chowney 
 

* J Oliver Radley also carryout NHS eye tests if you are entitled. 

Costs 
J Oliver Radley Opticians 

High Street, Buntingford 

Well-known supermarket chain 

Opticians department, Baldock 

Eye test £30 £0 (free) 

Lenses £155 (blended occupational) £155 (Varifocal) 

Re-use existing frames £5 £30 

Anti-reflection coating £0 (included) £30 

30-day warrantee (See 

advice) 
Yes No 

Frame prices £15 – £3,000 £10 – £120 

Travel for appointment £0 (walked) £2.50 – £3.00 (by car) 

Travel for collection £0 (walked) £2.50 – £3.00 (by car) 

Total cost £190 £220.00 

Incidental extra costs £1.39 (purchase of newspaper and 

milk from local supermarket) 

£61.72 (on groceries and 'things' 

not on my shopping list!) 

The Roya l  B r i t i sh  Legion Quiz  N ight  The Roya l  B r i t i sh  Legion Quiz  N ight  The Roya l  B r i t i sh  Legion Quiz  N ight     

Saturday 8 th May 2010 at 7:30pm 

Benson Hall, London Road, Buntingford 

Tickets £10  inclusive of  F ish /  Chicken /Chips  supper   

Licensed bar and Raffle 

Al l  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  P o p p y  Ap p e a l 

Please contact Di Bamford on 01763 848481  
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About 90 members came along to be entertained by 
Jacqueline Tevlin playing out the life of Joyce 
Grenfell, a completely different speaker to any that 

we have had before. We welcome back Tom Doig to our next meeting on Monday 10th 
May at 2pm. This time Tom will be talking about Witchcraft in Hertfordshire.  
 
The group continues to grow and with it the number and type of interest groups. The table 
tennis has got off to a good start, meeting weekly on a Wednesday 2pm – 3pm, at the 
Seth Ward Centre. We are looking into starting a badminton group and in the autumn 
there will be Carpet Bowls, all at the Community Centre. For those who like to take their 
leisure a little more gently we hope to start a craft group soon. 
 
There are a few more seats available to visit Harwich and Beth Chatto's gardens on 20th 
May, approximately £20 per person including entrance fees, phone Jean on 01763 
271783. 
 

G r o u p  A c t i v i t i e s  
Every Tues 
Contact Beth Wilkins 

Whist Group 
01763 271359  

10:00am 

First Thursday 10:00am  
Contact Linda Hood 

Walking Group (2 hours plus) 
01763 272020 

10:00am – 12:00pm 
Local Footpaths 

Yogic Breathing 
Every Monday 

Exercise suitable for all 
Bev Smith 01763 849023 

10:00am – 11:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre 

 
Contact Colin Gibbons 

Family History 
01763 271398 

Individual sessions 
arranged 

Last Tues in month 25th May 
Contact Mick Westwood 

Strollers Group 1 (Gentle stroll) 
01763 272594 

 TBA 

3rd Wednesday 19th May 
Contact Evelyn Smith 

Walkers Group 2  (1 hour plus) 
01763 272241 

10:30am 

3rd Thursday 20th May 
Contact Gill Southgate 

Coffee & Chat 
01763 271892 

Phone for details 
2:00pm – 4:00pm 

4th Thursday 27th May 
Contact Alan Rumble 

Computers (all levels) 
01920 823608 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre 

2nd Friday 14th May 
Contact David Smith 

Digital photography 
01763 849023 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
URCH 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays 
Contact Christine Jeffries 

Singing for Pleasure 
01763 273466 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
59 High Street 

Every Tuesday 
Contact Alan Smith 

Bridge for Beginners £5 Tutored 
01763 287657 

10:00am – 12:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre  

Various 
Contact Evelyn Smith 

Social Outings 
01763 272241 

Various 

3rd Monday 17th May 
Contact Iris Cannon 

Enjoying Music 
01763 274319 

2:00pm 
Various houses 

3rd Wednesday 19th May 
Contact Anne Austin 

Reading Group 
01763 272066 

2:00pm 
Various houses 

Monday 24th 
Contact Linda Grace 

Art Group 
01920 438220 

Letchworth Art 
Gallery 2:00pm 

Every Wednesday 
Contact Dave Austin 

Table Tennis 
01763 272066 

2:00pm – 3:00pm 
Seth Ward C Centre 
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COMMUNITY COME TOGETHER IN BUNTINGFORDCOMMUNITY COME TOGETHER IN BUNTINGFORD  
 

B 
UNTINGFORD was treated to a 'spring clean' in April as residents and local 
volunteer groups came together for Environment Week as part of the yearlong 
campaign 'Community Pride'. 

 
The weeklong clean was organised by the Buntingford Neighbourhood Team and saw a 
number of activities aimed at delivering East Herts District Council's vision of a safer, 
cleaner, greener place for all to live and work. 
 
Residents were joined by members of the Neighbourhood Team, and representatives 
from East Herts District Council, Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service, and local 
volunteer groups such as Scouts, pupils from Edwinstree School, Civic Society and 
Buntingford Youth Council to embark on a programme of cleaning litter and removing 
graffiti. The River Rib and it's surrounding area were also cleaned.  
 
Crime prevention and fire safety advice was given to residents across the week and 
money was raised for local charity, the Lynsey Ivison Trust, which raises funds to help 
families with a terminally-ill child to have one last family holiday together. 
 
Sergeant Duncan Wallace from Buntingford police station said: "Environment Week was 
a fantastic way for us to kick off our year-long campaign 'Community Pride', and has 
really shown what local people can achieve together to make a difference in Buntingford. 
I am really proud of what has been achieved in the town, and it is definitely benefiting 
from its spring clean, having filled two skips plus a lorry load removed by East Herts 
District Council. 
 
"The aim of 'Community Pride' is to bring different people and organisations together and 
bridge the generation gap. This event illustrated what great community spirit there is in 
the town and how well people can work together. I am really looking forward to our future 
events and hope to see as many people there as possible. I am also grateful to the Co-op 
supermarket for supporting the event by refreshments for those participating." 
 
Local residents have the opportunity to carry on working together in Buntingford by 
getting involved in the Community Garden at the front of Buntingford police station on 
Baldock Road. People can plant flowers, tend to the grass and get it ready for the 
summer.   
 
Anyone interested in getting involved in the garden or any of the other future events can 
call 01992 533307.   
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 BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITYBUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITYBUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITY   
(Charity Number 262884) 

 
Once again, the Buntingford Memorial Charity has certain funds available to it for 
distribution to suitable bodies and organisations within the town of Buntingford. It is a 
term of the Charity that 'the Trustees shall apply the income of the Charity in, or towards, 
such charitable purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Buntingford as the 
Trustees, from time to time, think fit.' 
 
The Trustees invite applications for grants from any interested body or organisation who 
would qualify within the terms and conditions given. If you or your organisation provides a 
service for the benefit of the people in Buntingford in general, or to a specific group of 
people in particular you may well be eligible for a grant. If you wish to apply for a grant we 
ask that you set out, as fully as possible, the nature and background of your organisation, 
its objectives and activities and the purpose for which the grant is sought, together with 
an indication as to the degree of financial support that is hoped for. 
 
The Trustees would encourage individuals, groups and organisations to use their 
imagination and initiative to create opportunities that could be funded to benefit the 
community. 
 
Clearly, the acceptance of any application and/or the amount of grant that might be 
awarded by the Charity is entirely at the discretion of the Trustees. The closing date for 
applications for this year is: 
 

1st August 2010 
 

Anyone who is interested in applying should ensure that their application is received by 
me at the following address, by the date given: 
 

Jenny Dingley (secretary) 
BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITY 

199 Monks Walk 
Buntingford, Herts, SG9 9DX              

Make sure you visit the Dixon Place  

Tombola stall 

at the Buntingford Carnival 

on June 19th 2010 

Proceeds will go the charity 'Help for Heroes' 
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SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) 
 1st May – Saturday night special – Badness (Madness tribute) with disco 
       music before show 
 8th May – No entertainment (free pool, snooker and jukebox)  
 15th May – Nashville Numbers – Country and Western band 
 22nd May – The Raiders – Rock and Roll and hits through the years 
 28th May – Blues Alley – Hits from Nina Simone / Aretha Franklin and             
                   many more 
 

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT 
 

To see more information about the bands go to: 
www.lemonrock.com/bunt ingfordanddistr ictsocialclub  

BBBUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORDUNTINGFORD   ANDANDAND   DDDISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT   SSSOCIALOCIALOCIAL   CCCLUBLUBLUB   
C I U affiliated 

6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS 
Telephone 01763 271889 

www.buntingfordsocialclub.com 
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 

 

DURING THE WORLD CUP WE WILL BE SHOWING ALL ENGLAND MATCHES ON 
THE BIG SCREEN IN THE MAIN HALL 

PLEASE SEE NOTICE BOARD FOR ALL OUR SPECIAL OFFERS AND PROMOTIONS 

 

āBIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAYā 
 

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize. ALL WELCOME – start time 8pm 
 

Let's give you a reminder of events  

ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING 

ǆ   Live ente r ta inment on Sa turdays except  

2 nd Saturday in the month (unless otherwise announced)  Ǉ 
 

Plus: Darts ▪ Pool ▪ Snooker ▪ Wii machine, 
which are free on 2nd Saturday of the month and every Sunday. Sky Sports 

 

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling 
AND DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD! 

 

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,           
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime. 

 

For your diaries 
Friday 11th June = The BIG Entertainment Quiz. Quiz master Jackie Smith 

 
 

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIALS FOR 2010  

19th June –  ABBA Queens  
23rd October – Bee Gee Magic 
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The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not 

necessarily those of the editor. 

FFFORTHCOMINGORTHCOMINGORTHCOMING   EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS   
Saturday 1st May ï 12:30pm to 5:30pm and Sunday 2nd May ï 9:30am to 4:30pm at 
Harlow Tye Rotary Club, Abseil for Charity  
Harlow Tye Rotary Club are again organising an Abseil for Charity in 2010. Isabel 
Hospice would be very grateful if you would raise money for them. The venue is the 
Veolia Water Tower at Church Langley, Harlow. The challenge is to abseil 110 feet form 
the top of the tower and raise money for your chosen charity. Registration opens on 1st 
February and costs £30. Next you need to find sponsors. Register online at the Rotary 
Club website: http://www.harlowtyerotary.org.uk; email abseil@harlowtyerotary.org.uk or 
call Mary Bunyard on 01279 734211.  
 

Tuesday 4th May ï Glorious Gardens ï The Cricket Club Ground, Furneaux Pelham 
ï 10:30am to 5:00pm 
This day is a must for all garden lovers. With plants woman 
and horticulturalist, resident gardening expert on The One 
Show BBC1 TV, Christine Walkden. Gardening stalls in the 
marquees: Plants • Shrubs • Pots • Gardening Gifts • 
Accessories. Lunch Time Tickets: 10:30am – 2:30pm are 
£40 each to include coffee, lunch & wine, with Christine 
Walkden talking about "The Life of the Gardener". 
Afternoon Tickets: 1:30pm – 5:00pm are £10 each to 
include: From 3pm – cream teas, 3:30pm and 4:15pm Gardeners Question Time with 
Christine Walkden. All tickets from Suzanne Coleman on tel: 01438 717406 
 

Sunday 23rd May ï On Your Bike ï Sponsored Cycle Ride ï 9:00am 
Join us on this circular route around the Bishop's Stortford countryside for the first ever 
Isabel Hospice 'On Your Bike' fundraising event. Kindly sponsored by Fisher Outdoor 
Leisure, the event is open to teams individuals and families, starting and finishing at the 
Bishop's Stortford Rugby Club. There are two distances to choose from: 25km and 50km. 
Registration starts at 8:30am. The 25km ride starts at 9:30am and the 50km starts at 
10:00am. 
 

With the incentive of a £200 bike/cycle voucher (kindly donated by Highway Cycles in 
Ware) up for grabs for the cyclist that raises the most sponsorship, we hope you will raise 
as much as you can. 
 

Entry costs £12 for adults and £5 for children. You can download an application form from 
our website or for more information, contact fundraising co-ordinator Maria Alexander on 
01707 382500.   
 

Saturday 29th May – Thundridge Jumble Sale ï 2:30pm to 4:30pm 
Thundridge Village Hall, entry 20p. Come and grab some bargains. Contact 01920 
462992 for details.  
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T 
he final weeks of the spring term were action packed. It was a time both to 
have fun with our spring traditions and to remember the importance of 
Easter to Christians. 

 

One of our greatest achievements was the 
completion of our new environmental area on the 
school field. Simon Smith's team spent the day 
with us and each class learnt how to plant a tree 
and had the chance to explore the new nature 
trails for the first time. We are looking forward to 
using the area to make our science work more 
fun. 

 
 
 

We all enjoyed making Easter masks and hats for 
a grand parade. The lucky winners were rewarded 
with Easter eggs. 
 

 
 
 

We were very excited to welcome the Archdeacon 
of Hertford, Trevor Jones, to a special assembly to 
celebrate our new cross for the hall. It had been 
designed by the children and made for us by Chris 
Richardson. We are very proud of it. 
 

In the weeks leading up to Easter we made 
Lenten promises and hung them on a 'tree' in the 
hall. Hopefully there are lots of well looked after 
pets and tidy bedrooms in Buntingford now! We 
also raised money in our wishing well for Water 
Aid. On the last day of term – a beautiful spring 
day – the whole school walked down to meet 
Rev Ian Hill and Rev Glyn Howdle for an Easter 
celebration in St Peter's Church. 

 

If you would like to find out more about our school, please look at our website at 
www.layston.herts.sch.uk or contact us on 01763 271235 to arrange a visit.  

 
Gill Langley – Headteacher  

LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOLLAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOLLAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL    
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 Cleaning the River RibCleaning the River RibCleaning the River Rib   
 
Luckily is was a most beautiful spring morning when I joined over 30 other keen volunteers 
at 10:30am on Sunday 18th April at the Ford in Wyddial Road, ready to start the River Rib 
clean-up. It was great to be part of a team of people, made up from families with teenage 
children through to retired folk, all very enthusiastic to get to work. 

Many of the team were ready to get into the 
water wearing an assortment of wellies, while 
others walked along the banks and acted as 
'spotters.' We all donned hi-visibility 'Community 
Pride' tabards and were supplied with gloves, 
long handled 'pickers' and black sacks. The 
gathering split into two teams and got to work. 
One team started at the Ford and worked its 
way towards the town, while the other team 
started by the cottages at Chapel End and 
worked their way down to the Watermill 
Industrial Estate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Derek Cooper leading one of the teams 

Some of the enthusiastic team of volunteers meeting at the Ford in Wyddial Road 
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Over the next 2-3 hours sack after sack were filled up 
with an array of people's rubbish collected from the river 
bed, the river banks and the industrial estate. We came 
across the usual beer cans, glass bottles and crisp 
packets. There were other items that were too big to go 
into the sacks and these were positioned above the 
river banks to be collected by either wheelbarrow, or 
Ken Durrant in his van. Items such as scaffold poles, 
ceramic plant pots, a water pump impeller, part of a 
dining room table, a shopping trolley, tyres, mattresses, 
a large industrial unit 'For Sale' sign, an old wooden 
chair, concrete posts, yards of plastic coated chain link 
fencing and a wheelbarrow were some of the items. We 
also came across old poo bags, where dog owners had 
picked up their dog's mess in a bag and then thrown it 
into the undergrowth. Why? 

A lot of the bigger pieces were 
cleared from the Watermill Industrial 
Estate, as were very many plastic 
vending cups and sandwich 
wrappers. Surely the businesses 
who occupy these business 
premises could supply their staff 
with bins to deposit their rubbish in. 
What sort of company image does 
this portray to their customers?  
 
It was really quite an eye-opener to 
see just how much rubbish people 
think they can just dump where they 
like. 'Fly-tipping' is the name for the 
bigger items not just littering. But come on, why not leave these at the Refuse Centre 
which these thoughtless people had to pass before illegally dumping? 
 
Anyway, we all had a productive and satisfying Sunday morning which finished with a very 
welcomed 'pint' and a packet of crisps in the Crown. Well done all. 
 

Aliya Chowney 
 
 
 
(The River Rib clean-up was organised by the 
Buntingford Civic Society to tag onto the end of 
'Buntingford Community Pride Environmental 
Week'. Sergeant Duncan Wallace and some of 
this team also joined in with the clean-up. The 
gloves and long handled 'pickers' were supplied 
by East Herts District Council, who also 
disposed of the piles of collected rubbish.)  

Just one of the piles of rubbish collected 
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Minibus trips for May 2010 

 

Thurs 1st 

 

Thurs 8th 

 
Mon 12th 
 
 
Thurs 15th 
 
Sat 17th 
 
 
Tues 20th 
 
Thurs 22nd 
 
Fri 23rd 
 
Thurs 29th 

 

9:30am – 12ish 
 
9:30am – 12ish 
 
10:30am – 3pm 
 
 
9:30am – 12ish 
 
1:30pm 
 
 
10:00am –  3pm 
 
9:30am –  12ish 
 
10:30am –  2:30pm 
 
9:30am –  12ish 

 

Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 
Welwyn Garden City – John Lewis, M&S, 
Debenhams, WHSmith, Boots etc. 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 
 
Performance – Musical "Adventures of Mr 
Toad" at Gordon Craig. Tickets £12.90 
 
Cambridge Shopping 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 
Van Hage Garden Centre 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £6 
 
 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £4 
 
 

Bus £7 
 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £5 
 

Bus £4 

June 2010 

 

Sat 1st 
 

 

2:30pm 
 

Performance, "Crazy For You" at Gordon 
Craig. Tickets £12 

 

Bus £4 

B A L AB A L AB A L A   
Bunt ingford  Act ion  f o r  the Less Ab le  

Registered Charity No. 1094426 

To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708 

 BUFFET  LUNCH  &  
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEET ING  

Wednesday 19 th May 2010 
at Benson Hall 

Lunch served at 12noon followed by AGM at 1:30pm 
(The cost of the lunch will be £3.50)  

Coffee Ï Cakes Ï Raffle 
Bric-a-BracÏMarmalade   

 

RSVP 01763 273623 
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Garden Centres and nurseries will soon be full of tender bedding plants. If you buy early 
keep plants under cover until mid month. If you do plant early then cover tender plants 
with horticultural fleece if frosts are forecast. 
 

General  

 Keep on top of weeding. Also watch out for sudden appearance of garden pests and 
treat accordingly. 

 Towards the middle of the month plant out bedding plants. 

 Mulch the soil to retain moisture if you did not get round to it in April. 
 

Vegetables 

 Water vegetable patch if weather is dry. 

 Plant tender vegetables plants once the danger of frost has past. 

 Earth up potatoes, plant out leeks, sow runner beans and summer salad crops. 
 

Trees and Shrubs 

 After flowering prune and thin flowering currant and forsythia. 

 Plant out tender young shrubs. 

 Clip privet, formal bay bushes, beech and leylandii towards the end of month.  

 Water newly planted trees and shrubs until established. 
 

Lawns 

 Feed the lawn, if not done in April and thereafter monthly until July. 

 Mow lawn weekly. 

 Cultivate new sites for autumn sowing and leave rough during summer. 
 

Flowers & Patio Pots 

 Plant out dahlias, chrysanthemums and sweet peas. 

 Put out tender plants in hanging baskets and containers towards end of month. Train 
and tie in new growth on honeysuckle and clematis.  

 Water containers regularly. 
 

Ponds 

 Keep removing blanket weed. 

 Put new water lilies in the pond.   

 Keep feeding fish and now is the time to add new stock. 
 

Top Tips 
Two good garden shows to visit this month: 

 1st to 3rd May – Hertfordshire Garden Show at Knebworth House 

 21st to 23rd May – Cambridgeshire Garden Show at Wood Green Animal Shelter, 
near Godmanchester.   

 Feed spring bulbs while they are still in leaf with tomato feed for better flowers next 
year. Allow leaves to die back naturally and don't tie in knots.  

 
Brian Lemay 

brian.lemay@talktalk.net  

Gardening Year  Gardening Year  Gardening Year  ïïï    MayMayMay   
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 N EW H O ST S  N EW H O ST S  ςς  N E W M EN U SN E W M EN U S  

N EW OP EN IN G  H OU RSN EW OP EN IN G  H OU RS  
 

Phil  and TinaPhil  and Tina invi te you to v is i t The Fox, Aspenden 
 

Drop in and take a look at our new menus where we have introduced some lighter lunch options 
starting at just £3.95. 
 

Our evening menu has excellent value for money meals using locally sourced ingredients and 
starting at just £7.50 for a main course. 
 

We are now open Monday to Thursday from 12noon-3pm (not Tuesday) and from 5pm-11pm. 
We are OPEN ALL DAYOPEN ALL DAY on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 12 noon. 
 

Private Function Room available for meetings, private parties and family occasions. 
 
 

 

ASPENDEN BEER FESTIVAL 28th ð 31st May 
 

Come and sample an exciting range of cask ales and ciders and enjoy some live music and good 
food in a beautiful village setting. Starts at 5pm on Thursday 28th May and open all over the Bank 
Holiday weekend. 

C a l l  0 1 7 6 3  2 7 1 8 8 6 
www.thefoxaspenden.co.uk / email: info@thefoxaspenden.co.uk  

Chr is t i an  A id  WeekChr is t i an  A id  WeekChr is t i an  A id  Week    

Sunday 9 th  May ï Saturday 15 th  May  

Last year generous residents of Buntingford and the villages gave 

almost £3,000 in donations from our house -to -house collection. We 

hope you will support us again in 2010 and enable us to match, or 

possibly exceed, this total.  

Thank you, Buntingford Christian Aid Committee  

Ashfords and Carters CloseAshfords and Carters CloseAshfords and Carters Close   
C o f fe e  m o r n i n g  a n d  B r i n g  a n d  B u y  S a l e  

i n  a i d  o f  ' H e l p  fo r  H ero e s '  
 

Tue s da y  4 t h  M a y  a t  1 0 : 3 0a m  
 

In the Room at Ashfords, Garden Road, Buntingford  
 

Please come and support our heroes 


