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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:         

10:00am – 4:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

 

Open: Mondays – Fridays 
Saturday & Sunday 

  5:00pm – 8:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

Telephone:               01438 737333 (enquiries) 
01438 737373 (renewals) 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         
Fridays:    
Saturdays:                    

09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00    
CLOSED ALL DAY 
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00       

14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
 
14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
CLOSED 

POLICE STATION: 
 
Saturday Police surgeries: 
 
 

GAS: 
 

ELECTRICITY: 
 

WATER (Three Valleys): 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 
 

 
FAMILY PLANNING: 
 
 

B A S H     (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE, 
HATE or RAPE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS 
ADVICE BUREAU: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE: 

 

Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222 
First Saturday of the month, 10:00am – 12noon in the 
Manor House 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999 
 

Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838 
 

Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325 
 

The Medical Centre – White Hart Close 
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery – Baldock Road 

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours) 
 

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:30pm at The 
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763 
 

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments, 
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992 
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999) 
 

East Herts District Council – telephone 01279 655261 
Housing – telephone 01279 714714 
Benefits – Freephone 0800 373852 
Buntingford Town Council – telephone 01763 272222 
Hertfordshire Highways – telephone 01438 737320 

 
 
 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 
 
 
 
 

Telephone advice available Mon – Thurs, 10:00am – 4:00pm 
 

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road 
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Fri 1st & Sat 2nd 
& Fri 8th & Sat 9th 
 

Saturday 2nd 
 

Sunday 3rd 
 

Tuesday 5th 
 

 
Wednesday 6th 
 

Friday 8th  
 

Saturday 9th 
 

 
Sunday 10th 

 

Tuesday 11th 
 
 

Thursday 14th 
 

 
Thursday 14th 
 

Saturday 16th  
 

Saturday 16th  
 

 
Saturday 16th  
 

Sunday 17th 

 

Wednesday 20th 
 

 
Thursday 21st – 
Monday 26th   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 24th 

 

Wednesday 27th 
 

Wednesday 27th 
 

 
Friday 29th 
 

 
Sunday 31st 
 

 
 
 
 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, 'We did it our way' – a Variety Show 
with a difference at Benson Hall. See page 8 for full details. 
 

10:00am – 12noon Police Surgery at the Manor House. 
 

10:30am Bowls for Beginners – Free Lessons. See page 41. 
 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society – Benson Hall. 
Enquiries 01920 438482. 
 

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall. 
 

7:00pm start QUIZ AID @ URC Hall. See page 25 for full details. 
 

9:30am – 11:30am Aspenden Festival Committee Annual Plant Sale, 
outside St Peter's Church. See page 27 for full details. 
 

10:30am Bowls for Beginners – Free Lessons. See page 41. 
 

2:00pm U3A meeting at Seth Ward Community Centre. Speaker, 
Anne Rowe on the Lost Gardens of Hertfordshire. 
 

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall. Resolution Meeting 
and Bring and Buy Plant Stall. All welcome. 
 

8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH. 
 

7:30pm for 8:00pm start Layston Quiz Night. See page 12 for details. 
 

7:30pm for 8:00pm – The Overtures performing at Freman College,  
Bowling Green Lane, tickets £12. See page 9 for more details. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

10:30am Bowls for Beginners – Free Lessons. See page 41. 
 

12:00am – 2:00pm BALA Buffet Lunch Benson Hall, followed at 
2:00pm by Annual General Meeting. See page 28 for full details. 
 

'Beer Festival' at The Fox, Aspenden, offering an exciting range of 
unusual beers (not all Greene King) for sampling over the Bank 
holiday weekend. To compliment the beer, a menu of home cooked 
food and snacks will be available for all to enjoy. 
Open all day Friday – Monday, with live music from local bands and 
musicians throughout the weekend (timings to be confirmed). Morris 
Dancing from the 'Standon Morris Men' on Thursday evening (from 
8:00pm).  
 

10:30am Bowls for Beginners – Free Lessons. See page 41. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

7:00pm for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club 'Around the 
World in Ninety Minutes' by Shamima Hasan, at Benson Hall. 
 

7:30pm – 10ish Get Your Pav Out Gig Night at The Bury Pavillion.    
£2 entry on the door. All welcome – see page 21 for details. 
 

10:30am Bowls for Beginners – Free Lessons. See page 41. 
 
 

 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR D IARY IN MAY 
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MONDAYS 
10:15am – 11:30am     
 
 

10:30am – 12 noon  
 
 

11:00am  
 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

7:00pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

7:30pm – 9:45pm 
 
 
 

8:15pm  
 
TUESDAYS 
9:15am – 10:15am 
 
 

9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm  
 
 
 
 

7:00pm – 8:15pm  
 
WEDNESDAYS 
9:30am – 11:45am 
 
 
 

 
 
5:30pm – 7:00pm  
 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm  
 
WEDNESDAYS 
7:30pm – 8:30pm 

 
‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery – every two weeks. 
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868. 
 

Iyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall – term time only. Contact Jen 
Harris on 01920 821288.  
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter 
Deacon on 01462 642922. 
 

Ladies Exercise Class – Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 
01763 274681. 
 

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 – 19 
years, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell 
Cairns on 07889 288944. 
 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 
823677. 
 
Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – £2.50 per session. 
Contact 01763 273712. 
 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. 
Term time only. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages  
2 to 5 years – £6.75 per session. All welcome – it is not necessary to 

be attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please 
call 01763 289942. Term time only. 
 

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 
271010. 
 
Hormead Mother & Toddler group, term time and half-term in Great 
Hormead Village Hall. £1.50 for first child and 50p for subsequent 
children. Refreshments provided. Small, friendly group. New faces 
always welcome. Contact Sarah Cockerton on 01763 289513 or 
Stacey Weston on 01763 289880. 
 

Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road. 
Contact Mark on 07801 419800. 
 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 
01799 550190. 
 
Ladies Exercise Class – Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681. 

WHAT'S ON IN MAY? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 
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WEDNESDAYS 
7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

8:00pm  
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

9:30am  
 
 

11:00 am  
 
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2:15pm – 2:45pm  
 
 

5:30pm – 10:00pm  
 
 

6:15pm – 7:00pm           
 

6:30pm – 8:30pm 
 

8:00pm – 10:00pm  
 

FRIDAYS 
9:30am – 10:30am  
 

10:00am – 11:00am 
 

 
SATURDAYS 

9:00am – 12:30pm  
 
 

12:00pm – 2:00pm 
  2:15pm – 4:15pm  
 
 
 

MONDAY –
THURSDAY 
 

 
MONDAY – 
FRIDAY 

 
Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019. 
 

Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 
550190. 
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 
months  to 5 years –  £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may 
stay with their child 1:30pm – 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s 
must be accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be 
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Contact    
Kim Semple from Little Artists on 01763 289942. 
 

Story-time for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a 
sweet or biscuit and a picture to colour. 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on 
01920 821722. 
 

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

Buntingford Cricket Club Colts cricket coaching. See page 23. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

                                                 
Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Community Centre. £1 
for the first child and 50p for additional children and adults to include 
tea & coffee. Term time only. Contact Fiona on 01763 274246. 
 

Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 – 18 years. 
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010. 
 

6 – 10 year olds 
11 – 15 year olds 
Stagefrights Theatre Club, United Reform Church Hall, Baldock 
Road. Contact 01767 260374. 
 

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am – 4:00pm (subject to 
Town Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of 
Buntingford's past. 
 

Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 
273344 for an appointment. 

WHAT'S ON IN MAY? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 
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June 

Saturday 6th 

 
 

Sunday 14th 
 

July 

Saturday 4th 
 
 

Saturday 4th 
 
 

Sunday 5th 
 

Sunday 12th 

 

August 

Mon 10th to Fri 14th 

 

 
Fri 14th 

 
 
 

 

7:00pm Buntingford's Got Talent at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
See page 34 for full details. 
 

2:00pm – 5:00pm Open Garden at Little Chishill Manor. See page 
18 for more details. 
 

10:00am – 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Table Top Sale at 
Benson Hall. See page 44 for full details. 
 

11:00am – 1:00pm Edwinstree Summer Fair and Basketball 
Tournament, Bowling Green Lane. See page 30 for details. 
 

Aspenden Village Fete. 
 

1:00pm – 5:00pm St. Swithun's Fair. 
 
 

10:00am – 3:00pm Stagefrights Summer School at Benson Hall. 
Contact 01767 260374. 
 

7:00pm Stagefrights Summer School Show at Benson Hall.    
Contact 01767 260374. 
 

OUT AND ABOUT IN MAY 

Saturday 2nd 
 

Fri 8th and Sat 9th 
Fri 15th and Sat 16th 
and Sunday 17th 
 

Saturday 9th 
 
 

Saturday 16th 

 

Saturday 16th 
 
 

Sunday 17th 

10:00am – 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 

7:30pm start apart from Sunday 17th when 6:30pm start,                  
St Nicholas's Church, Great Munden – 'Much Ado About Nothing'. 
See page 41 for details. 
 

7:30pm Music@St. Mary's Church, Braughing presents The Helios 
Quartet – with Barry Solomon on oboe. See page 9 for details.  
 

9:30am – 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 

7:30pm St Mary's Church, Reed – Welwyn Garden City Male Voice 
Choir. See page 17 for details. 
 

Sponsored Ride in aid of Herts & Essex Border Group of Riding for      
the Disabled Association. See page 27 for details. 

LOOKING AHEAD  

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages, 
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040 

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 
 

Please note: The diary in the Manor House, for local organisations to enter their events 
to ensure they do not clash, was not being utilised and has been removed. 
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I hope everyone had an enjoyable Easter break, although the weather wasn't up to much. 
 

I attended Buntingford's Annual Town Meeting on 16th April at Seth Ward Community 
Centre and I was very shocked at the meagre number of attendees. This meeting is 
designed for all the electorate of Buntingford to get together to hear what is going on and 
to discuss matters that they feel affect the Town. Out of a population of some 5,200 less 
than 24 residents attended this meeting, which is only approximately 0.5%. People are 
quick to complain about things that happen or don't happen in the Town, but if more attend 
meetings like this and the Community Voice Public Meetings, they could have their say 
and help shape what is going to happen in our Town. If 70-80 people can attend the U3A 
meetings in Buntingford, what is going wrong? 
 

This edition of the Journal includes the final part of the 'Memories of My Childhood' by 
Peter Wonnacott. I'm sure we have all enjoyed reading his stories and recollections of a 
bygone Buntingford and would like to thank him for sharing them with us. Some months 
ago, I received some correspondence from Peter Downham who lives in Redcar. Peter 
spent his childhood in Buntingford in the 1940s and after reading Peter Wonnacott's 
memories, it sparked-off some of his own. These will be published in bite-sized pieces, 
some of which fit nicely in the PW's memories, giving additional information or just filling in 
some gaps. 
 

The fans of 'The Night Sky' will also be disappointed as Dale Holt, due to his hectic life, will 
no longer be submitting his monthly articles. Thank you Dale for your contributions over 
the years, informing us of the fascinating wonders in the skies above us – they will         
be missed. 
 

So back to earth, if any local independent High Street business would like to be featured in 
'Just up your Street', please let me know. I'm sure any additional exposure can only benefit 
local business in this gloomy economic climate. It's a free 'plug' for your business – a 'no-

brainer' really. 
 

I have also heard that the Buntingford LETScheme, featured in last month's Journal, will 
not get off the ground, due to the lack of interest. Only 18 people registered for the 
scheme, which is unfortunately, too few to make it work. Shame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks goes to Nigel Chowney for proof-reading 

Deadline for the June Journal is 

Tuesday 19th May 2009 

Copy and diary entries: 

 Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF  (01763 272040) 

email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 

Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com 

EDITORIAL 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor,                by post 
 
Further to the letter 'Did he walk or was he pushed?', my children have also been the 
subject of disrespect, but this time from those who should know better. 
 
My two boys were playing football with friends at Norfolk Road playing fields one weekend 
in March, as they do, coats and jumpers were being used as goal posts. To their complete 
amazement, a male dog walker allowed his dog to go over to the coats and sniff at them 
and yes, you guessed it, urinated on the clothing. The boys said that the owner was well 
aware of what the dog was doing and made no attempt to stop it or to apologise to the 
children for the dogs actions. He was an older man who's dog was larger than a Jack 
Russell, blond and scruffy (my son's description). The man was also seen talking to 
another male owner, who also witnessed the incident, who had two chocolate poodles with 
him. He also appeared to completely ignore the situation. 
 
This owner gives those responsible dog owners a bad name and if you are this dog owner, 
shame on you. 
 
Lindsey Poulton 
Buntingford 
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BUNTINGFORD CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

at 

Freman Col lege, Bowl ing Green Lane  
 

Saturday 16th May 2009Saturday 16th May 2009Saturday 16th May 2009   
7:30pm for 8:00pm7:30pm for 8:00pm7:30pm for 8:00pm   

 
 

Not long now 
Only a few tickets left  

 

Tickets £12 ― Telephone 01763 272177   

  
 
 
 

 

Music @ St. Mary’s Church, Braughing 
 

 

Saturday 9 th May at 7:30pm  
T he Hel ios Quarte t  –  wi th Barry So lomon on oboe  

 

This group of highly talented players from the Helios Chamber Orchestra 
presents a programme of light classical music including music by Haydn, 

Mozart’s Oboe Quartet, K370 and Beethoven’s magnificent 
String Quartet Op. 18, No. 4. 

 

For further information and tickets please email, telephone or fax: 
 Telephone: 01763 289073 

 bookings@braughingmusicsociety.co.uk 
  

Visit our website: www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk  
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 BUNTINGFORD C IVIC SOCIETY AGM 
 
 

 

 

B 
untingford Civic Society AGM was a lively 
and enjoyable event. The necessary 
business was conducted and then we had 
the pleasure of presenting to Dennis 

Goodeve, our retiring Treasurer, a framed picture 
of old Buntingford. Dennis was thanked for more 
than a decade of keeping the books so well with not 
a hint of Icelandic investment or derivatives! 

 

 

 

It was a joy to meet the winners of the 
essay competition and a pleasure to 
present them with their certificates and 
cash prizes. 
 

One has to have courage to compete 
and Eleanor, Kelly and Lewis clearly 
demonstrated that quality. We wish 
them well in their school life and 
encourage them, and all entrants in the 
competition, to aim high.  
 

(All 13 essays are available for          
you to read on our website: 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 

A real highlight was the talk by Inspector Damien Kennedy. 
 

He spoke about his formative experiences as a young boy and those as a policeman in 
challenging areas of London. 
 

A Buntingford enthusiast, he has welcome views on supporting young people but without 
tolerating unacceptable behaviour (from the young or not so young). 
 

We were very pleased to have our Mayor, Councillor Basra, also Councillor Jon Ling and 
Councillor Debbie Lemay with us at the AGM. A good example of support for the Civic 
Society and its contribution to Buntingford and surrounding villages. 
 

If you missed this year – hope to see you in 2010. 
 

Derek K Cooper, Chairman 

Derek Cooper with the competition winners. 
From left to right: Kelly Game, 

Eleanor England and Lewis Sallows 

Derek (left) presenting to 
Dennis Goodeve 
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PRESENTATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE 'IF I RULED BUNTINGFORD' 
ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Eleanor England, the winner of 
Buntingford's Junior Essay Writing 
competition, receiving her £50 cash prize 
and her winners certificate from Derek 
Cooper. Eleanor, from Standon, is 13 and 
currently attends Ralph Sadleir School. 

Runner-up, Kelly Game from 
Buntingford, received a £25 cash 
prize. Twelve year old Kelly goes to 
Edwinstree Middle School. When 
asked by Derek Cooper, what top 
change Kelly would like to see in 
Buntingford, she said she would 
like to have a crossing on Bowling 
Green Lane to enable the children 
to cross the road safely when going 
to school. 
 

(Kelly was 11 when she wrote her essay) 

Budding saxophonist, twelve year 
old Lewis Sallows, is going to put 
his £25 cash runner-up prize 
money towards a new saxophone. 
Lewis, who lives in Puckeridge and 
goes to Ralph Sadleir School, is 
passionate about music. At the top 
of his list of changes for 
Buntingford, would be to have a 
large music centre with concert    
hall built. 
 

(Lewis was 11 when he wrote his essay) 
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Quiz Night 

Saturday16th May 2009 

Doors open 7:30pm for 8:00pm start 
at 

Layston First School 

The Causeway, Buntingford 

£8 a ticket including ploughman's supper 
Maximum 8 persons a team 

Prize for each member of the winning team 

Licensed bar 
Tickets available from Debbie and Matt 

Tel 01763 272398 

B a b y  &  T o d d l e r  

' R H Y M E  T I M E '  
NO MUSICAL ABILITY REQUIRED! 

 

Three mums, Kay, Sarah and Fiona, who are from Buntingford and the surrounding 
villages, spotted a gap in the market for babies and toddlers (and their carers of course) 
and started a musical 'Rhyme Time' on Friday mornings. 
 

Originally held in Buntingford library, 'Rhyme Time' sadly 
outgrew the space and has now moved to Seth Ward 
Community Centre. The sessions start at 10am on Friday 
mornings during term times and last for an hour; with 
singing, nursery rhymes and use of musical instruments 
for half an hour, followed by a well-earned tea or coffee. 
 

The costs are currently £1 for the first child and 50p for 
each additional child or adult, which are intended just to 
cover the session's running-costs. By increasing 
attendance, it is hoped to keep these costs as low           
as possible. 
 

If anyone is interested in the sessions, please email 
rhymetime@hotmail.co.uk or call 01763 274246, or simply 
turn up with your child on a Friday morning and see how 
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  
 
 

The Annual Town Meeting was held on the 16th April at the Seth Ward Community 
Centre. The meeting was well attended and a variety of issues were raised, including the 
provision of additional allotments and the question of changing the name of The Manor 
House. Those present unanimously voted to keep the name. 
 
Councillor John Warren explained the concept of the proposed Town Plan and asked 
anyone interested in helping to let him know. There was a meeting, at the Manor House 
on the 27th April at 7:30pm, to discuss the way forward. 
 
The Youth Council is still seeking talented people to enter the Buntingford's Got Talent 
Competition and the deadline was extended to the end of April. Entry forms were 
available from the Manor House, the Post Office and the Town Council website. With a 
£100 cash first prize, the evening promises to be entertaining, and there will be a licensed 
bar and food available. 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Council will be held on 28th May when Councillors will vote a 
Town Mayor for the forthcoming year.  
 
Jill Jones MILCM 
Town Clerk 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

Thursday 7th 

Thursday 14th 
Thursday 14th 

Thursday 28th 
Thursday 28th 
TBA 

Amenities Committee – 7:30pm 

Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Resources Committee – 8:00pm 
Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Annual Meeting and Full Council – 8:00pm 
Youth Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House 

All members of the public are welcome to attend 
Office hours: Monday – Thursday     9:00am – 5:00pm, closed Fridays 

 

Tel: 01763 272222 

email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com  
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk  
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 JOURNAL'S JUNIOR ESSAY WRITING 

COMPETITION 

 
The runners-up essays 

 
If I ruled Buntingford, what would I change? 

 
If I ruled Buntingford, I would like to change the use of space. I would like to build a large 
music centre with a huge concert hall for music students who would like to show off what 
they have learnt. I would also like to move the houses, so that they are in one area of 
Buntingford. I would then put all of the shops on the area opposite to the area where the 
houses are. I would put Freeman college in between with Edwinstree. As for the music 
centre I mentioned earlier, I shall position that with the two schools. I would like to have a 
large concert hall, not only for children, but for adults too. This would help to demonstrate 
to the children how well you can do with a musical instrument if you stick to it. The music 
centre would offer music lessons and welcome any style of music. 
 
It would be great for my older citizens to have an area to themselves, away from the 
youngsters. I would donate one corner to the older generation, with a stadium for any 
orchestras to perform classical music. I would be open to any of their suggestions. 
 
If I had to change the size of Buntingford, I would make it slightly larger and try to make it 
so that it got more attention. For children there can be too little to do. I would build an area 
for sport, with a sports centre. It would be open to many sports, including skiing. In order 
for this to work, there shall be a steep hill with obstacles for the more experienced skiers. 
There shall be a smaller hill too. 
 
With the thought of safety in mind, I would make sure that the police station was moved so 
that it has an ideal view of Buntingford. I would like to build a bigger fire station to ensure 
optimum safety from spread of fire. There would be a hospital and vet as well so the 
residents of Buntingford can be as healthy as possible, not forgetting their pets! A healthy 
Buntingford makes a happy and cheerful Buntingford! 
 
I would like to change the shops there are and add more, especially smaller businesses. I 
would like to make it so that Buntingford's businesses are safe from the credit crunch and 
problems in business. I think that it would make people happy if there was a large 
sweetshop. Next to it would be a chocolate maker that would make the finest chocolates in 
the world to match the popularity of Braughing's famous sausages. I wish that there would 
be one or two supermarkets so that the local businesses can get a fair amount of profit 
too. 
 
If I ruled Buntingford, I would change a great deal. I would try to make it suitable for any 
generation and make sure that it is a fun and exciting place to be. 

 
By Lewis Sallows 
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If I Ruled Buntingford What Would I Change? 
 

The following Rules, in no particular order, will be obeyed After I Become ruler of 
Buntingford. 
 

Aeroplanes will be required to fly around the town so as not to disturb the townsfolk while 
they are trying to sleep and also to enable us to further enjoy the sights and sounds that 
nature provides. 
 

Refuse collection lorries will be fitted with airtight closeable flaps to contain the smell of the 
rubbish as they drive around the town. In addition they are to be fitted with an air freshener 
system to keep the town smelling nice. 
 

The cage will be reinstated as a form of temporary detention of annoying younger brothers 
for the benefit of the girls of the town who suffer from there behaviour. 
 

On the subject of the ongoing parking problems in Buntingford the following changes will 
apply: 
 

a) That the high street will become a mainly pedestrian area. The only exception being 
that of necessary deliveries to the shops. 

b) The care park behind Somerfields will be purchased from east herts council to 
provide free parking only for the people who are shopping in the high street. People 
who work in and around the high street will be charged to park. But this money they 
can claim back from their employer. 

c) Vehicles parking half on the pavement shows no consideration for pedestrians and is 
very dangerous. This problem will be solved by the towing away and destroying of 
offending vehicles. 

 

Children need protection from the traffic in Bowling green lane. A traffic light controlled 
crossing will be put in place immediately. 
 

A shop is to be opened in the high street selling all the things of interest to the young 
people of Buntingford. Items for sale will include: Clothes and footwear, sports wear, 
jewellery and make-up, art work materials, music and DVD players along with up to date 
CD's and DVD's – in fact all the things we cannot buy in the town now. 
 

Better use is to be made of the community centre with one-off events for young and not so 
young alike – music, films quiz or games nights. Also as a way of getting the town 
together, once a year Buntingford will be divided into areas and each will form a team to 
take part in a Sports day extravaganza in front of the centre. 
 

We have a responsibility to look after the River Rib and its wildlife. This will happen by 
forming a team to clean and maintain it regularly. Litter is a problem in the river and 
around the town. Anyone dropping litter will be required to join the clean-up team. 
 

To create a friendly town, people must be polite and happy when out in public places. If 
they are grumpy they must stay indoors until they have cheered up. 
 

My Dad has asked for a KFC, pizza hut and Burger King but as I am the Ruler I said NO! 
 

By Kelly Game 



16  

 

  

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) 
 

2nd  May  A J (comedian) and Paul Scot (Swing Show) 

9th May  No entertainment, free juke box, pool and snooker 

16th May  BOYZALOUD (Saturday Night Special) 

23rd May  Melody Beats 

30th May  Mr Rainmaker 

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT 

 

To see more information about the bands go to: 
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 

BUNTINGFORD AND D ISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 
C I U affiliated 

6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS 
Telephone 01763 271889 

www.buntingfordsocialclub.com 

www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 
D O N ' T  F O R G E T  C LU B  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  N O W  D U E  

BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY  
 

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize 
 ALL WELCOME – start time 8pm 

 

Let's give you a reminder of events  

ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING 

There is a quiz on every 2nd Tuesday in the month  

♪   Live ente r ta inment on Sa turdays except  

2 nd Saturday in the month  ♫ 

Plus: Darts ▪ Pool ▪ Snooker ▪ Wii machine ▪ Sky sports and Setanta 
We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling 

AND DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD! 
New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,           

you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime. 
 

SOME EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 6th June – Barnhoppers (Country Show) 

Saturday 27th June – No Town Without Motown as seen on 'X' Factor 
 

Look out for 'BIG Friday Quiz, Music and Entertainment' coming soon 
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 get more out of walking with the Ramblers 
Royston and District Group 

Walks for May 

 
 
Sunday 3rd 
 

Tuesday 5th 
 

Thursday 7th 
 

Sunday 10th 

 
 

Tuesday 12th 
 

Wednesday 13th  
 

Sunday 17th 
 

Thursday 21st 
 
 

Thursday 21st 
 

Sunday 24th 
 
 

Tuesday 26th 
 

Friday 29th 
 
 

Sunday 31st 

For times and meeting places, please phone the appropriate leaders. 
 
All day walk Patmore Heath – 10¼ miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038 
 

Evening walk Norton – 3½ miles. Leader Anne 01763 244138 
 

Morning walk Standon – 5½ miles. Leader Ray 01763 272748 
 

All day walk Pegsdon, Oughton Head – 9½ miles. Leaders Roger & 
Linda 01462 453752 
 

Morning walk Much Hadham – 5½ miles. Leader Bob 01763 271170 
 

Evening walk Westmill – 3¾ miles. Leader David 01763 242677 
 

All day walk Berden, Manuden – 13 miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038 
 

Morning walk Cottered – 5½ miles. Leaders Mary & Roger 01763 
281368 
 

Evening walk Nuthampstead – 3 miles. Leader Eric 01763 848576 
 

Figure of Eight walk Wilden near Bedford – 5½ + 4½ miles. Leader    
Bert 01763 244509 
 

Morning walk Great Chesterford – 5½ miles. Leader Mark 01763 838409 
 

Evening walk Barley, Gt & Lt Chishill – 4½ miles + visit to windmill. 
Leader David 01763 242677  
 

All day walk Buntingford, Hormeads, Anstey, Wyddial – 12 miles. Leader 
David 01763 242677  

St Mary's, Reed 
Welwyn Garden City  Male  Voice  Choir  

Saturday 16 t h  May 7:30pm 
 

Following their very successful visit in 2007, the WGC 
Male Voice Choir are making a return to St Mary's. They 
will be singing a selection of songs from a repertoirem, 
which covers popular contemporary classics to Gospel 
and of course, Welsh songs. For a great evening's 
entertainment do come and listen to them. 
Tickets are £5.00 each. For more information and tickets 
please contact 01763 271912. 

All proceeds go to St Mary's Church 
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Open Garden at Little Chishill Manor 
Sunday 14th June 2009 

2pm - 5pm 
 

The Church Warden of St Nicholas Church, Little Chishill is opening his garden 
in aid of the church and supporting the charity 'Help for Heroes' –  for members 

of the armed forces wounded in battle. 
 

It is a mature garden in a wooded valley with shrubs, herbaceous borders, rose 

garden and kitchen garden. 
 

Music from Barry Tyler's Dixieland Jazz Band 
 

Homemade teas, stalls, plants etc. 
 

Off B1039 Royston/Saffron Walden Road  

 
Millfield First and Nursery School 

 
 
 

 

The last few weeks of last term were busy ones. Our PTA organised a very 
successful Easter Egg Hunt in the grounds of the school, which all the children 
really enjoyed. Our Easter Assembly was very well attended and we were 
pleased to be joined by the curate from St Peter's Church. 
 
During the holiday we have had a range of outdoor play equipment installed 
around our grounds. The children are planning to devise a range of fitness 
activities using the new equipment. The purchase of the equipment was made 
possible by a number of fund raising initiatives and the children are delighted by 
the result! 
 
We have also had a canopy fitted to the outside of our Nursery. This will mean 
that the children can play outside whatever the weather.  
 
Later this term we are expecting a visit from a mosaic artist. He will work with 
some of the children to create a mosaic based on our school logo for the front of 
the school.  
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The first official meeting of the Buntingford U3A 
took place on Monday April 20th at Seth Ward 
Community Centre. The lovely warm and sunny 
afternoon did not prevent the majority of members 

attending the meeting. The speaker was Roy Evans and his subject was 'Cob, Thatch, 
Flint, Tile and Timber, The Diversity of English Cottages'. It was a delightful, interesting 
and informative talk, beautifully illustrated with a wide variety of differing styles of cottages 
throughout England. The slides were clear and projected on to the wall so that everyone 
had a clear view. 
 

There was an opportunity to sign up for theatre outings and visits to places of interest. 
Coach-fares for all the following to be paid at the next meeting on 11th May. These include 
a visit to Wisley in June and Blickling Hall in July. A theatre trip on 17 th June includes 
shopping in Milton Keynes and an afternoon matinee 'Seven Brides for Seven Brothers' 
and an evening trip arranged on 30th July to see 'The Magic of the Dance' (Irish dancing). 
Unfortunately the trip to Anglesey Abbey in May did not engender sufficient interest and 
has had to be cancelled.   
 

An update on all the group's activities was also available for anyone interested. 
 

The next meeting will be held Seth Ward Community Centre on Monday 11 th May and the 
speaker will be Anne Rowe on 'The Lost Gardens of Hertfordshire'.  

GROUP ACTIVIT IES 

 
Theatre Trips with shopping in Milton Keynes, contact Christine Jefferies 273466 

Places of Interest  Angelsey Abbey & Wisley contact Teresa Wurr 271255 
 

Please note that where rooms are hired, there will be a charge per member attending of 
approximately £1 – £2 per session 

Please contact Christine Jefferies on 01763 273466 for further details about membership  

Thursday 7th May 
Contact Linda Hood 
 

Friday 8th May 
Contact Robin Southgate 
 

Monday 11th May 
 

Tuesday 12th & 26th May 
Contact Christine Jefferies 
 

Wednesday 13th May 
Contact Jean Devenish 
 

Friday 15th May 
Contact David Smith 
 

Monday 18th May 
Contact Colin Gibbons 
 

Tuesday 26th May 
Contact Mick Westwood  
 

Wednesday 27th May 
Contact Evelyn Smith           

Walking Group 
01763 272020 
 

Computers (all levels) 
01763 271892 
 

Monthly meeting 
 

Singing for pleasure 
01763 273466 
 

French (all levels) 
01763 271783                  
 

Photography 
01763 849023 
 

Local History 
01763 271398 
 

Strollers Group 1  
01763 272594  
 

Strollers Group 2 
01763 272241  

 
 
 

Youth Club 10:00am –  12:00pm 
If possible please bring a laptop 
 

Seth Ward Centre 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
 
 

10:00am –  12:00pm 
67 Monks Walk, Buntingford 
 

URCH 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
 
 

Crown PH 1:30pm – 3:30pm 
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Thanks, Blue Chip! 
 
The boys of the U15 squad thought Christmas had come early this year, when they all 
received brand new weather-proof jackets and trousers together with completely new strip, 
all courtesy of their new sponsor – The Blue Chip Group of Bedford, who are the UK's 
largest independent maintainer of IBM midrange computers and managed services 
provider. 
  
Team manager Mick Nolan explained, "Our previous sponsor had ceased trading, which 
left us without a sponsor for the 2008-9 season. Many of the boys had outgrown their kit. 
We have 17 fast growing 14 – 15 year olds who had to start the new season in last year's 
kit. We were particularly concerned about the lack of weather-proof jackets and over 
trousers to keep the lads dry and warm in the cold, wet weather." 
 
Blue Chip managing 
director Brian Meredith 
said, "Here at Blue 
Chip we often receive 
requests for help, but 
usually with various 
technical issues. We 
were pleased to be 
able to help the 
Buntingford Cougars 
under 15s football 
team. We hope other 
companies will see this 
and sponsor other 
youth teams." 
 
Good luck Cougars! 

 
 
Buntingford Cougars would like to thank Brain Meredith from Bluechip for all their support 
over this season and the forth-coming seasons. (http://www.bluechip.co.uk) 
 
 

Buntingford Cougars Under 11's Blues are in a final again! 
 
The Club would like to wish all the players the best of luck and congratulate the boys for 
reaching the League Club final, which is being played at The Bury on the 3rd May – kick off 
is at 10:30am.  

BUNTINGFORD COUGARS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB 
- Aff iliated to Hertfordshire County Youth Football Association - 

Founded 1971 
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 BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB 
 

Buntingford Gardeners Club met on Wednesday 1st April when Neil Holmes-Smith gave us 
a very interesting talk on Alpines. Neil told us where they grew naturally, how to create an 
Alpine rockery and showed us some beautiful slides. 
 

We had some very good entries in our Easter bonnet competition, thank you for your work. 
I knew they could do it – the competition was won by a man! 
 

A number of new members were welcomed and everyone 
was reminded about the trip to Savill Gardens, in Windsor, 
on Tuesday 12th May. There are a couple of seats left, so if 
you are interested and want further details, please contact 
Roy or Marion on 01763 289211 or myself on 01763 
289211. The cost is £18 for club members and £23 for     
non-members.  
 

Our speaker and demonstrator for our next meeting, which 
commences at 7:45pm for 8:00pm on Wednesday 6th at the 
URC Hall in Baldock Road, is Helen from Mill End Nursery. 
Those of you who saw her demonstration the other year, 
know we are in for a great treat. Please do come along. 
 

We are looking forward to a good turnout on the 6th May 
when the competition is a spring flower – you can do it! 

 
 

Margaret Howarth – 01763 289211  

Get  Your Pav OutGet  Your Pav OutGet  Your Pav Out   
Next Gig 29th May 2009 

(bands tbc) 
 

at The Bury Pavillion 
(former Sainsbury's depot) 

7:30pm — 10:00ish 
 

£2 on the door 
 

For ages 13+ 
Bar for 18+ (bring id) 

 

Everyone 
welcome 

 

For more info go to www.myspace.com/buntpav 



22  

 

 T OW N ACTION  PLAN  
 
An up-to-date Town Action Plan was launched at the Annual Town Meeting held at Seth 
Ward Community Centre on Thursday 16th April. It is over 20 years since a Town Plan 
was drawn up by a Community supported team, which covered a wide-ranging study of 
the many aspects of life in the Town. 
 

The Government have stated, through the regional development authorities, that the 
North of Harlow Housing Development is required to provide 16,000 new homes by 2021 
and East Herts District Council to provide 12,000 new homes (part of which will be 
included in the 16000) in the same period. This makes it essential that Buntingford has an 
up-to-date version of our Town Plan. 
 

These figures are likely to be increased in the near future and East Herts District Council 
have already contacted landowners, developers and builders, seeking information on 
possible plots of land for future residential use. 
 

It has been known for some years, that certain plots of land have been earmarked for 
future development, and the possible additions of 1,000 new homes in the Town over the 
next 10 – 15 years will not only affect many lives, but also have a challenging effect on all 
the associated services needed to meet the demands of a possible 50% increase                 
in the population of Buntingford. 
 

This review falls within the LDF (Local Development Framework), into which local 
communities are to become involved. It is only at local level, that we can draw up a truly 
reflective picture of the desires of the community and this will require the input of as many 
residents as possible. 
 

At the launch meeting, in addition to the Steering Committee, which had met twice 
previously, six members of various organisations agreed to become part of the        
working group. 
 

We are now appealing for more members of the community to help us undertake a review 
of such aspects as: Housing Needs, Affordable Housing especially for young married 
couples brought up in the Town, Schools and Educational Facilities including the Library, 
The Needs of Young People, Sport and Recreational Facilities, Doctors Surgeries and 
Health Facilities Transport, Policing and Safety Issues, Social and Voluntary Groups, 
Retail and Small Businesses, Conservation and the Environment including Burial grounds                                    
 

Another issue to be covered is the provision of Gypsy and Travellers Sites. Three sites, 
all within close proximity of the Town, have been suggested for possible development as 
part of a 25-plot allocation within East Herts. Response to a public consultation is 
deadlined for May 22nd.  
 

Residents who would like to become involved in the working group are invited to attend a 
meeting on Monday 18th May, to be held in the Council Chamber, Manor House              
at 7:30pm.  
 

Please do not leave this for others to do. Now is your opportunity 'to make Buntingford a 
pleasant place in which to both live and work by generating an active and viable town for 
our future generations'. 
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 BUNTINGFORD  C RICKET  CLUB  
 
 
 
 

 

Buntingford Cricket Club would like to welcome all Colts to the 2009 season, and would 
like all children, from 5 – 14 years old, to come along and enjoy some cricket coaching 
from our Level 1 Coach. 
 
Coaching starts on Thursday 21st May through to Thursday 23rd July, at the following 
times: 
 

   6:30pm – 7:30pm for 5 – 6 year olds 
   6:30pm – 8:00pm for 7 – 14 year olds 
 
The ten-week course costs £15 and registration forms will be sent out in the next couple 
of weeks. If you are joining for the first time, please call Martin Coote on 01763 271926 or 
Pete Townsend on 01763 272832 to put your name down to receive a registration form. 
 
We do hope you will come along and enjoy the coaching and join in some games that will 
be set up throughout the season.  

 

C R IC K E T  
 

At Norfolk Road Playing Fields  
BUNTINGFORD 

 

Every Saturday from May until September 
2009 

from 1:30pm 
 
 1st XI Division 1 2nd XI Division 5 

1st XI Saturday League Fixtures for May 2009 

Division 1 

Sat 2nd 

Sat 9th  
Sat 16th  
Sat 23rd  

Sat 30th  

Epping Foresters 

Bishop's Stortford III 
Takeley I 
Stansted Hall I 

Newport I 

Home 

Away 
Away 
Home 

Away 

1:30pm 

1:30pm 
1:30pm 
1:30pm 

1:30pm 

2nd XI Saturday League Fixtures for May 2009 

Division 5 

Sat 2nd 

Sat 9th  
Sat 16th  
Sat 23rd  

Sat 30th  

Roding Valley II 

Bishop's Stortford IV 
Theydon Bois II 
Stansted Hall III 

Newport II 

Away 

Home 
Home 
Away 

Home 

1:30pm 

1:30pm 
1:30pm 
1:30pm 

1:30pm 
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Garden Centres and nurseries will soon be full of summer bedding plants. If you buy early, 
keep plants under cover until mid-month to avoid late spring frosts.  Keep an eye on the 
weather forecasts for frost reports. 
 

General  

 Keep on top of weeding. Watch out for sudden appearance of garden pests and     
treat accordingly. 

 Towards the middle of the month plant out bedding plants. 

 Mulch the soil to retain moisture if you did not get round to it in April. 
 

Vegetables 

 Water vegetable patch if weather is dry. 

 Plant tender vegetables plants once the danger of frost has past. 

 Earth up potatoes, plant out leeks, sow runner beans and summer salad crops. 
 

Trees and Shrubs 

 After flowering, prune and thin flowering currant and forsythia. 

 Plant out tender young shrubs. 

 Clip privet, formal bay bushes, beech and Leylandii towards the end of month.  

 Water newly planted trees and shrubs until established. 
 

Lawns 

 Feed the lawn if not done in April and thereafter monthly until July. 

 Mow lawns weekly. 

 Cultivate new sites for autumn sowing and leave rough during summer. 
 

Flowers & Patio Pots 

 Plant out dahlias, chrysanthemums and sweet peas. 

 Put out tender plants in hanging baskets and containers towards end of month.      
Train and tie in new growth on honeysuckle and clematis.  

 Water containers regularly. 
 

Ponds 

 Keep removing blanket weed. 

 Put new water lilies in the pond.   

 Keep feeding fish and now is the time to add new stock. 
 

Top Tips 

Two good garden shows to visit this month: 

 2nd to 4th May – Hertfordshire Garden Show at Knebworth House 

 29th to 31st May – Cambridgeshire Garden Show at Wood Green Animal Shelter near 
Godmanchester.   

 

Both are good, but I think the later Cambridgeshire show has a much wider variety of 
tender plants. You could also try Warren Nursery, Warren Lane, Cottered, for in my view, 
excellent bedding plants and hanging baskets. 
 
Brian Lemay 
brian.lemay@talktalk.net  

GARDENING YEAR 
MAY 
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Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford 
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be 
purchased from: 
 
A CUT ABOVE   BASRAS SUPERMARKET  MARK DOEL  CO-OP SUPERMARKET  

HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION  KIRKHAMS  PIGGOTTS  
DELISSIMO  WESTMILL TEA ROOM  COUNTRY FLOWERS 

 

QUIZ AID @ URC Hall 
Friday 8th May 2009 

 

7:00pm start 
Teams of up to six 

Tickets £7 including supper 
Bring your own drinks 

Phone Evelyn on 01763 272241 
or Gill on 01763272058 for tickets 

BUNTINGFORD  W. I .  
 

The guest speaker at our April Meeting was Nick Barltrop, who brought along slides of a 
trip he made to Madagascar, home of the lemur. Consequently, lemurs featured in a lot of 
the photographs and apparently there are many different species of lemur; some of which 
have become extinct since man's arrival on the island. Madagascar does have a few 
other mammals, including the zebu (which is said to be very tasty) and also the fossa, 
which is the major predator of lemurs. 
 
We saw slides of quite a few very grand tombs on the island – in fact the tombs were built 
better than the houses – although some coffins were simply pushed into crevices in the 
rocks. 
 
Nick finished his talk with a wildlife quiz and presented the winner with a framed picture    
of a lemur. 
 
In April we enjoyed a trip to the theatre at Stevenage to see 'Kiss Me Kate'. 
 
Our next meeting is on Thursday May 14th at the United Reformed Church Hall at 
7:45pm. This is traditionally the Resolution Meeting, which this year will concentrate      
on the concerns about the accelerating decline in the UK honeybee population. There will 
also be a Bring and Buy Plant Stall. Visitors are always welcome.  
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 Magical Marvellous May: 

I hope everyone enjoyed their Easter holidays! 

The school was giving us a two week Easter 

holiday – but luckily the year eight’s of 

Edwinstree Middle school got a chance to go on 

a residential trip to France, the week before the 

Easter holiday’s. So it felt like we had three 

weeks! We were staying in a Chateau, near Normandy. The France trip was so cool, 

hilarious, well-funny – we went to a cider museum, cheese farm, a French market, and a 

French hypermarket. We also went to Le Mont Saint Michel, where it is said that 

J.K.Rowling got the idea of ‘Diagon Alley’ down one of the many alleys full to the 

brim with shops selling all kinds of cool stuff! The teachers also let us have a couple 

of hours each day to let of steam in a park or hypermarket (shopping centre like). 

After Le Mont Saint Michel we went to a beach just by it. It was so much fun. After 

dinner at the Chateau we were free to explore and do whatever we like pretty much, 

until nine o’clock, when we went to do the activities in the hall. There was a disco, a 

talent show, a French themed night (when we had to dress up as something French), 

blind date (which I was part of – cringe, cringe).  

 It was a really amazing experience, so much independence was given to us by the 

teachers it felt like we could do whatever we wanted (with limits, of course). 

After April with the Easter holidays, May brings even more days off school! 

(Yippee)! 

We have two bank holidays in May, and then half term at the end. Every year, on the 

first May bank holiday my Mum always drags us to go to the Standon May Fair.  As 

when she was eight, she was May Queen – though that was probable when dinosaurs 

would carry you on thrones (he-he). With Carnival rides, hot dogs, burgers, fizzy 

drinks, lots and lots of stalls selling lots and lots of lovely things. My Nan enjoys the 

‘tombola’ stands.  

Look out next issue for: 

Joyful Jaunty June  
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Aspenden Festival Committee 
ANNUAL PLANT SALE 

 

Saturday 9th May 
outside St Peter's Church, Buntingford 

9:30am – 11:30am 
A n n u a l s ,  P e r e n n i a l s ,  
V e g e t a b l e s ,  S h r u b s  

 
 

 

C a k e  a n d  P r o d u c e  s t a l l  
 

C o m e  i n s i d e  f o r  
c o f f e e  a n d  s c o n e s  

 

 
 
 

Proceeds in aid of church restoration fund  

Sponsored Ride 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 17th May 
In aid of the 

Herts & Essex Border Group of Riding for the Disabled Association 

at Woodhall Park, Watton at Stone, SG14 3NF 
Rides of  3, 6 and 9 miles 

The organisers gratefully acknowledge the support and generosity of 
Mr & Mrs Ralph Abel Smith over whose land the ride takes place. 

 

More information see www.horsedates.co.uk 
or contact Pep Brookbanks on 01279 843218 

or email pepbrookbanks@hotmail.com 
 

RDA Charity No 1074385    
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B A L A 
Buntingford Action for the Less Able 

Registered Charity No. 1094426 

Minibus trips for May 2009 

Sat 2nd 

 
Thurs 7th 
 

Fri 8th 
 
Thurs 14th 

 
Thurs 21st 
 

Fri 22nd 
 
Tues 26th 

 

 

Thurs 28th 

 

Fri 29th 

2:30pm 

 
9:30am – 12ish 
 

10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
9:30am – 12ish 

 
9:30am – 12ish 
 

10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
10:30am – 3:00pm 

 
 
9:30am – 12ish 

 
10:30am – 3:00pm 

Performance – 'Kiss Me Kate' at Gordon Craig.    

Tickets £8 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 

Van Hage Garden Centre 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 

Country Homes & Gardens and Bury Lane Farm Shop 
 
Welwyn Garden City – John Lewis, Debenhams,  

M&S,  Boots etc. 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

 
Brookfield Centre – M&S, Boots, Argos 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £4 

 

Bus £5 
 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £4 

 

Bus £4 
 

Bus £6 

 
 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £6 

June 2009 

 

Tues 2nd 
 
Thurs 5th 

 

10:30am – 3:00pm 
 
9:30am – 12ish 

 

Cambridge – Shopping 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 

 

Bus £7 
 

Bus £4 

To book a seat or for more information 
phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708 

BUFFET LUNCH – £3.50 
Wednesday 20th May 

at Benson Hall 

12noon – 2:00pm 
To be followed promptly at 2:00pm by 

Annual General Meeting 
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BUNTINGFORD  C IV IC  SOCIETY  

'HAVE A VOICE' – Community Voice 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a request to all readers of the Journal, whether they are members of the Civic 
Society or not. Please participate in the East Herts Council Community Voice meetings. 
There is a statutory requirement for EHC to consult, but what is much more important,      
is the real opportunity to inform officers and elected representatives about the issues that 
are important to Buntingford residents, and to hold them to account for decisions made 
regarding our Town. 
 

In the main, Community Voice meetings are attended by the people and organisations   
you would expect, but to have greater impact it needs new blood and wider 
concerns expressed. 
 

Topics are influenced by participants and there are very big issues looming for our part    
of the world. 
 

For example:  
 

 What should be the housing development in Buntingford? 

 How will the infrastructure develop to accommodate the demands of development? 

 Can public transport meet our needs? 
 

 and the all embracing question  
 

 How do we ensure Buntingford's sustainability? 
 

By and large Community Voice meetings are poorly attended and should have a much 
greater prominence in the Town. Meetings are held at the United Reformed Church       
and you can find out more from Valdis Belinis, telephone 01992 531605, email 
valdis.belinis@eastherts.gov.uk or through Cllr. Stan Bull and of course Jill Jones at  the 
Manor House. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the next Community Voice meeting – it's your chance    
to 'Have a Voice'. 
 
Derek K Cooper, Chairman 
 

CIVIC TRUST 
It is with considerable regret that I report that on 16th April 2009, the Civic Trust went      
into receivership. 
 

The Civic Trust served the nation for 52 years, but has become a victim of the economic 
collapse and 'credit crunch'. 
 

Be assured that Buntingford Civic Society will continue to uphold the high values 
developed and promoted by the Civic Trust.  
 

Derek K Cooper, Chairman 
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If you are running an event in Buntingford or in the surrounding villages, such as a Village 
Fete; School PTA Event; Town Carnival; Christmas Shopping Night etc., let me help you 
advertise it with a free shout on our local radio station – Hertbeat FM 106.9FM! (Please 
note that this is not for private business advertising.) 
 
 

Hertbeat FM has a weekly audience of over 50,000 people in Stevenage, Hertford, Ware, 
Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, Hitchin and Letchworth – and everywhere in between. 
Almost half the listeners have children. Imagine how much exposure we can give 
Buntingford and how much more trade we can bring to our town. 
 

 

All you need to do is send me the event details – the date; time; entrance price; key 
selling points etc. I will pass it all on to Hertbeat FM, who will then tell all of Hertfordshire 
about it.  
 

 

Contact me by phone on 07931 619161 or via email at helen@playmoderntennis.com. 
 

 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
Helen Littleford 

Reserve a stall 
Don't pay anything yet 

 

Sell your gifts 
Be seen  Promote your business 

Add more fun to our Fair and make extra cash for yourself 
 

At Edwinstree Middle School’s very popular 

Summer Fair & Basketball Tournament 
Bowling Green Lane, Buntingford 

 

Held on American Independence Day 
4th July 2009 

From 11am to 1pm 
 

Call Dee Twomey on 07989 951750 for details 
 

Limited stallholder places –  first come, first served 

Nothing to sell? Tell a friend. Come & enjoy the Fair  

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information 
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for 
errors or omissions in this publication. 
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EDW INSTREE  M IDDLE  SCHOOL 

 
 

T 
he summer term at school is always a busy one, with many outings and events 
to look forward to. Our Year 5 are visiting The National Maritime Museum as part 
of their Tudor studies. Year 7 students are having an overnight stay in 
Derbyshire for their Peak District National Park's Geography research visit. 

 

Key Stage 2 SATs are taking place this month for Year Six pupils and we wish them      
all well. 
 

Looking forward, our annual Summer Fair, being held on July 4th, will have an American 
theme, with a basketball competition and other events being planned. 

 

We would like to congratulate our Year 7 football team for getting through to the South 
West Essex and North East Herts District Cup Final, after beating Helena Romanes 
School following extra-time and a nail biting penalty shoot out. 
 

Sixteen of our Year 6 students participated in an athletics competition at Wodson Park in 
Ware, competing against Grenaway and Ralph Sadleir Schools. veryone enjoyed the 
event and all received a medal and a certificate.  
 

One of our Year 8 pupils, Sam, recently won two gold medals at the Special Olympics 
held in Eton, in the 100 metres and long jump events. Well Done, Sam! 
 

Finally, congratulations to Kelly from Year 7, who was a runner-up in the Journal Junior 
Essay Writing Competition and also to all the other entrants from school who took part. 
 
 

Diane George  
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3rd  

 
 

6th 
 

10th 
 
 
 

17th 

 
 

 
 

24th 

 

 

31st 
 

  9:30am 
11:00am 

 
  9:30am 

 
  9:30am 
11:00am 
  5:45pm 

 
10:15am 
11:00am 
6:30pm 

 
 10:00am 
11:00am 

 
10:15am 

St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
Nevetts 
 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
(St. Mary the Virgin – Westmill 
and St. Mary's – Aspenden 
closed) 

Holy Communion 
All Age Family Worship 
 
Said Holy Communion (BCP) 

 
Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Songs of Praise 
 
United Holy Communion 
Family Praise 
Prayer Meeting 
 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
 
United Holy Communion 

ST. MARY'S – ASPENDEN 
ST. PETER'S – BUNTINGFORD 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN – WESTMILL 
Church of England 

Curate Rev. Glyn Howdle (01920 469632) Office  01763 271552  
Other Ministries include: Kidzone 

Small groups (meeting for Bible study, prayer and fellowship), 
Men’s group, Mothers’ Union 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches 

 

SERVICES FOR MAY 

 
ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER 
Catholic Church 
 

3 Station Road, Buntingford 
Telephone 01763 271471 
 

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each: 

  Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm 

  Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham 

  Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm 

  Weekdays at 9:15pm 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30am – 11.15am  



 33 

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD 

 
 
 
 
 
MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards 
  The Manse  'Great Stones'  
 Meeting Lane  Hare Street 
 Melbourn  Buntingford 
 Cambs SG8 6AN   Herts SG9 0AD 
 Tel: 01763 260747  Tel: 01763 289460 
  
 

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am 
 

 May   3 Morning Worship Rev Dr Janet Tollington  
  10 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie 
  17 Morning Worship Dr Pamela Cressey  
  24 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham 
  31 Family Service Rev Duncan Goldie 
 

 June   7 Morning Worship Rosemary Scarrow 
 
 
 
 

Christian Aid 'QUIZAID' will be held on Friday 8th May in Christ Church Hall at 7:30pm. 

Teams of up to six. Supper provided. Contact Gill Kinnear for further details on 01763 
272058. 
 
 

Christian Aid Week starts on the 10th May 
 
 

Churches Together Unity Service and Picnic will be held on Sunday 7th June at           

St Mary's Westmill. The picnic will be from 12:30pm followed by the service at 2:00pm.  
 
 
 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES  

 
 

 
 

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all 

children and young people. 
 
 
 

The Bright Hour – a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting 
speakers – meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall. 
 

 
 

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every 

Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat. 
 
 
 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on  

the first Friday of the month. 

Visit  our website  at  www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk  
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Seth Ward Community Centre 7:00pm 

Can you sing, dance, play an instrument?  
Th e n  e n t e r  B u n t i n g f or d ' s  v e ry  ow n  X  F a c t o r  

£3 entry fee 
Entry forms available from 

The Manor House and The Post Office or online at 
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk 

Complete and return to The Manor House, High Street, SG9 9AB 
or online to btc.manorhouse@btclick.com by 30.4.2009.  

All enquiries call 01763 272222 

Buntingford Youth Council 

Buntingford's 

Got 

Talent 
 

Cash Prizes of £100, £75 and £50 

6th June 2009 

  

CITIZENS  ADVICE  SERVICE 
in BUNTINGFORD 

 

     Our opening hours have changed but it's still business as usual! 
     We are open in our offices at the Manor House, 

High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB on: 
Monday    10:00am – 4:00pm 
Tuesday   10:00am – 1:00pm 

Wednesday 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Advice on the telephone is also available on 0844 848 9700 from 

Monday – Thursday 10:00am – 4:00pm 
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 BUNTINGFORD TOWN FC 
www.buntingfordtownfc.com 

 
As predicted in last month's journal we have indeed faced a relegation battle, one I'm 
sorry to report we have almost lost. The Herts Senior County League operates a 'three-
up, three-down' promotion and relegation policy and unfortunately we are now in that 
dreaded 3rd relegation spot. A run of eight consecutive league defeats has seen to that, 
and unless the League changes the structure of the Premier Division (as sometimes 
happens), Town's first string will almost certainly be in Senior Division One next season.  

The Reserves season is over and they too have finished in the 3rd relegation spot, despite 
a final rally during which the side lost just one of their last five matches. The poor start to 
the campaign, with just one league win from eleven games, meant that they were always 
going to struggle. A lesser bunch of players would have given up the ghost back then, so 
credit must be given to the squad's attitude and team spirit, in seeing through what has 
been a very hard season. 

The Vets, however, continue to shine and have earned high-scoring victories over 
Walkern (4-3), Therfield (7-0) and Enfield (5-1). Two closely fought matches with 
Braughing saw two more victories, but the side went down 2-1 against Royston, a team 
that always pushes us to our limits. 

This has been my first season as Chairman of the Club and it has not been an easy task. 
We are still feeling the aftershocks of all the disruption we went through two years ago 
and, although I was hoping for some stability this season, the ride could have been a little 
less rocky. Nevertheless the Club has survived, despite the numerous body blows it has 
taken – no one said it was going to be easy! 

At the end of this season, team manager Steve Foster and his assistant Tony Armitage, 
will be stepping down as agreed when they took over management of the first team. I 
would like to thank them both for helping us out; it's a pity they could not get the results 
on the pitch we would have preferred. 

Fortunately we are in the position to announce that we have already selected a new 
management team to replace them, namely Darren Fitzgerald and Barry Tokely, whose 
application to join the club was unanimously approved by the committee. Barry currently 
runs the Buntingford Cougars Adults in the Corinthian Sunday League and already has a 
couple of trophies under his belt, and Darren, currently Chairman of the Buntingford 
Cougars, also manages the Buntingford Cougars U14s. 

What was most pleasing about their application is that they will not be chasing success at 
all cost, but hope to build a sustainable squad over the next three years. This long-term 
view gives us a great opportunity to rebuild our Club. Darren and Barry both recognise 
that success doesn't just have to be measured in results alone; it also comes from 
running a club people want to be part of. 

The appointments also fit in nicely with Buntingford Town FC's long-held objective to work 
more closely with the Buntingford Cougars and to fully support The Bury, the Town's 
football facility. I have great pleasure in welcoming the two of them to the club. 

 

 

Chris Thurgill 
Chairman, Buntingford Town FC  
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BUNTINGFORD  SCOUT  GROUP  
 

 
 

On Friday 6th March 2009, Buntingford Scout Group held their Annual General Meeting at 
the Scout Hut. The meeting was well attended by leaders, parents and young people of all 
ages. 
 

Each of the sections reported in detail, on all of the activities they have been involved in 
over the past year. The reports can be viewed at the library, so everyone can access and 
read what we have been up to as a Group. 
 

At the meeting several young people and adult leaders were recognised for their individual 
achievements as detailed below. 

 

 
RIB COLONY 

Participation – Morgan Coates 
Attendance – Parth Nakum 
Badge work – Corey Baker 
Presentation – Oliver Gull 
Teamwork – Ross Cook 
 

GRIFFINS CUB PACK 
Participation – James Adams 

Attendance – Max and Freddie Handley 
Badge work – Lewis Harris 

Presentation – Joshua Godbert 
Teamwork – Stefanie Walker 
Leadership – Tommy Stupple 

 
 

QUINN COLONY 
Participation – Kieran Gunn 
Attendance – Bluebell and Bramble 
Badge work – Jasper Eaglesfield 
Presentation – Jack Roberts 
Teamwork – Joe Ward        

 
HAWKS CUB PACK 
Participation – Owen Jenkins 

Attendance – Izack Scott 
Badge work – Elliott Gilbertson 
Presentation – Charlie Downs 

Teamwork – Simon Keogh  
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PHOENIX TROOP 

Participation – Laura Clover 
Attendance – Ellie Hooper 
Badge work – Josh Adams 
Presentation – Abigail Freeman 
Teamwork – Rosie Thomas  

 
 

  
 

TAURUS TROOP      
Participation – Andrew Wyant 

Attendance – Sam Bonfield 
Badge work – Harry Bonfield 
Presentation – Sam Orchard 

Teamwork – Jamie Lutner 
 
 
 

The Peter Smart Trophy is awarded annually, 
alternating yearly between an adult involved in 
scouting and a young person who has made a 
substantial contribution towards scouting over the 
past 12 months. This year Robert Sheahan, Cub 
Scout Leader for Griffins, was awarded this 
trophy. Robert runs a very successful cub pack 
on a Tuesday and dedicates an enormous 
amount of time not only at meetings, but in 
planning and providing a range of activities for the 
30 cubs who attend his section! 

 
 
The David Lynch Trophy is also presented 
annually, to a section of the Scout Group who has 
shown improvement, and this year it was 
awarded to the Quinn colony, which was taken 
over at the last AGM by Jennifer Coates. Over 
the past year the beaver colony has grown and 
Jennifer has ensured that all the beavers have an 
active programme, both inside and outside the 
hut. Well done to everyone in this section!  

 

 
At the AGM we sadly lost our secretary, who had to stand down due to family 
commitments; this role remains unfilled. If anyone in the local community would consider 
taking on this role and would like to discuss it further, please contact Doreen Milne, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, on 01763 272080. 
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL 
 
 
 

LAYSTON’S BOOK WEEK 
 
We had a fun week. All of us went to Buntingford library and the librarian read us some of 
her favourite books and we told her about our favourite books. Next we drew and coloured 
our own favourite characters on a t-shirt, with fabric paint pens. Everyone wore their           
t-shirts to assembly and we enjoyed looking at them. 
 

Everyday, after school, we had a book fair and everyone bought lots of their favourite 
books. 
 

At the end of the week we had a bedtime story in the hall and we wore our dressing gowns 
and cuddled our teddies. Mrs Sherwood read the first story in her stripy dressing and then 
our teachers read to us. 
 

We really love books! 
 

By Jasper Eaglesfield and Kathryn Wilson 

 

The children enjoying 
Book Week 
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Standon & Puckeridge Lawn Tennis Club 
 
Standon & Puckeridge Tennis Club has been in 
existence for over 50 years. Now that the weather is 
improving, what better way to burn off those extra 
calories gained over the winter months, than by coming 
down to the club and spending an hour running around 
trying to hit that damn ball! We have a small but friendly 
adult section and club nights are on Tuesday's at 
7:00pm – 9:00pm. 
 

We play in the Herts League and the Small Village 
League and Winter Mixed League – at levels to suit 
everyone who wants to play competitively. 
 

The club also has a strong Junior section, with 
supervised club nights starting on Tuesday 21st April 
from 6:00pm – 7:00pm. 
 

We are always looking for new members, so please feel 
free to come along and meet us on a Tuesday evening. 
 
 

For more information check out our website at www.standonandpuckeridgeltc.co.uk. 
Alternatively, please contact Diana Foster on 01763 274244.  

 

MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO 
 
 

 
 

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support 
Officers, Amanda Higham and Sarah Brown, or you just want to say hello, they will be at 
the specified venues as listed below. (Times are subject to change at short notice.) 

 

Telephone 0845 33 00 222 

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue: 

 
Sat 2nd May 
Wed 6th May 
Tues 12th May 
Fri 15th May 
Tues 19th May 
Thurs 21st May 
Thurs 21st May 
Sat 23rd May 
Sat 23rd May 
Thurs 28th May 
Thurs 28th May 

 
10:00am–12:00am 
10:30am–11:30am 
5:00pm–6:00pm 
1:00pm–1:45pm 
10:00am–10:45am 
5:00pm–5:45pm 
5:00pm–6:00pm  
10:00am–10:30am 
10:30am–11:00am 
10:00am–11:00am 
10:30am–11:30am 

 
Farmers Market, Great Hormead 
Community Café, Puckeridge 
Recreation ground car park, Braughing 
Village Hall car park, Brent Pelham 
Village Hall car park, Meesden 
Outside Church, Anstey 
Co-op foyer, Buntingford  
Chipping, outside Countryman Pub 
Buckland, outside Lower Farm 
United Reformed Church, Buntingford  
High Street, Standon 
 

 
Amanda 
Amanda 
Amanda 
Amanda 
Amanda 
Amanda 
Sarah 
Sarah 
Sarah 
Sarah 
Amanda 
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 MEMORIES OF MY CHILDHOOD IN BUNTINGFORD 
Part 10 

By Peter Wonnacott 
 

One or two of the houses in the terrace where I lived, were owned by Jack Frye a local 
farmer, who's empire also consisted of Alswick Hall Farm and another farm situated at 
Wyddial, totaling some 2000 acres or so, which was quite a large area to farm. From time-
to-time, people joining his employment would be allocated a house to live in, for the 
duration of their contract, if they so needed somewhere to live. Among these properties 
were some houses in my terrace. One family who fell into this category was the Glovers. 
The family consisted of Sidney and Edna Glover (including Edna's ageing mother). It was 
Sid's ambition to be 'his own Guvnor' and purchase a smallholding in the area, which he 
did in a matter of months, which culminated in his terraced house becoming vacant again 
quite quickly, and the termination of his employment with the farmer. 
 

The place he chose to purchase was a bungalow, with a piece of land, along the Wyddial 
Road, midway between Buntingford and Wyddial itself. It had an old cart track running 
alongside the property, which lead to Layston Church. It would be assumed that in the 
days of the horse and cart, this was possibly created as a short-cut for anyone going to the 
church from the Wyddial direction. 
 

I think this property Sid acquired was without mains water, possibly because the water 
main only ran along the Wyddial road to the point where all houses at the time, terminated, 
which was shortly after the beginning of the road. The cost to have the water company 
extend it to reach the property, would have been far too costly for Sid, so he chose to go 
for the most financially advantageous option. This was to contract a company to use a 
Mole Draining unit, which basically was a construction, comprising of a heavy thick metal 
blade, some six feet in height, that could be adjusted to any depth into the soil up to it's 
maximum length. This was attached to a metal framework with wheels and at the bottom 
of the blade was a torpedo shaped piece of metal, that cut a parallel hole through the 
ground as it was pulled along, leaving a means for any surface water in the vicinity, that 
had soaked into the ground and been unable to drain away previously by natural means, 
thereby leaving the ground 'boggy', to be channeled to the nearest ditch and then run into 
the rivers; hence the description of this machine being termed as a 'Mole Drainer'. At the 
rear end of the 'torpedo' was an adaptation, to enable the attachment of a polypropylene 
constructed water hose to be connected, which would allow the hose to be drawn through 
the earth some six feet or so below the surface of the ground. So, a deep channel was dug 
alongside the causeway of the bungalow, to enable the joining to the mains. A traction 
engine was hooked-up to the 'Mole Drainer' and proceeded to carve a route through the 
ground in the direction of Sid's small-holding; towing the polypropylene water hose behind 
it, some six or more feet below the top of the earth surface. 
 
To observe such an undertaking, as a youngster as I was then, by such a huge piece of 
equipment, was a rare occurrence in our area, and one that I was thrilled to witness. I can 
still visualise the event in my mind as if it was yesterday. 
 
This brings to an end my memories. Please excuse any inaccuracies that you may find or 
disagree with, but I have done my best to record things as I can remember them. Some 
are very clear while others are very vague, some of them being from over half a century 
ago for me. 
 

The end 



 41 

 

 

ST NICHOLAS’S CHURCH, GREAT MUNDEN 
 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
 

8th and 9th May / 15th & 16th May – 7:30pm start 
17th May – 6:30pm start 

 

Presented by OVO, a Hertfordshire-based theatre company. 
 

Tickets £12.00 from books@hertford at 12 Railway Street, Hertford 

Telephone 01992 503444 

Bowls for Beginners 
Free Lessons each Sunday in May starting 

on the 3rd at 10:30am at 
the Green, Wyddial Road, Buntingford 

 

 Fully qualified County coaches 
 Only flat-soled shoes required 
 Bowls provided at no charge 
 

No obligation 
Come along and play 

 
 

For further information contact: 
Eddie Plume on 01763 273640 or John Hicks on 01763 272657 

 

Visit us at www.buntingfordbowls.co.uk 

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not 

necessarily those of the Editor. 
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60p! 

 

Beat the Crunch! 
 

We should eat fruit everyday, 

But 60p for one orange 

Is rather a lot to pay. 

 

Why is bread getting so dear 

When we grow our own wheat? 
It was crusty and lovely to eat. 

Spread with beef dripping 

And salt sprinkled on, 

Now that has long been gone! 

 

All these ready meals (even mashed 

potato!) 

People will forget how to cook 

Won't need a recipe book! 

Now fuel prices have risen steeply 

You can't cook a meal cheaply. 
 
 

by Beryl Rhodes 

3rd April 2009  

Ear Ear! 
Why are our ears on the sides of our head? 

They could have been placed elsewhere instead ... 

... the ends of each elbow could be a good position ... but maybe not – 

it would be a real mission to get them in line to hear the same sounds, 

No, I think the elbows are well out of bounds. 

If our ears were placed differently our eyes would soon suffer ... 

... for those who wear glasses the head is a buffer ... 

and if our ears were elsewhere where would glasses be placed? ... 

they'd look very silly sellotaped to our face. 

So, all in all, I think God had good sight ... 

our ears are just perfect ... with one left and one right.  

by Teresa Bonner 

 

Werewolf Cove 
 

Werewolf Cove is a dangerous 
place, 

For all you daring kids. 
There's a goblin with a huge 

mace, 
And 35 metre squids. 

 
And have you heard of pirates 

creek? 
Where the phantom listeners lurk, 

Who has heard them moan or 
speak? 

Or seen the statues jerk. 
 

So here's a warning to all of you 
children   out there, 
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To advertise in the 
Buntingford Journal 
call Bob Jackson on 

01763 271463 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 

email: bureau@buntingfordcab.cabnet.org.uk 
Mondays 10:00am – 4:00pm  
Tuesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 

Wednesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Closed Thursdays and Fridays  
 

 
 

SCHEMES TO HELP WITH YOUR MORTGAGE 
 

New measures to help people who lose their jobs hang on to their homes, were 
introduced earlier in the year. The rules about help with housing costs for owner-
occupiers on benefits have changed. You can get help towards paying the interest on 
your mortgage – known as Support for Mortgage Interest (SMI) – if you are on Income 
Support, income-based Jobseeker's Allowance, or income-related Employment and 
Support Allowance. Payment now starts 13 weeks after you make your claim and in most 
cases SMI can be paid for up to two years on loans up to £200,000. 
 
There have also been a number of recent announcements aiming to help homeowners 
who are at risk of being evicted because of mortgage arrears. Some mortgage lenders 
have agreed that they will not start court action to repossess properties for at least three 
months, and at least two have said they will not begin repossession action until borrowers 
are six months or more in arrears. This is so that borrowers and lenders have more time 
to explore other alternatives. The government also announced a new Home Owner 
Mortgage Support Scheme. It will allow borrowers who experience a significant and 
temporary loss of income as a result of the current economic climate to delay paying a 
proportion of the interest payments on their mortgage for up to two years. 
 
Eight major lenders have agreed to support this scheme. For more information go to the 
Directgov website: www.direct.gov.uk  
 
There is also a new mortgage rescue scheme to help vulnerable homeowners to stay in 
their homes. The scheme will not help you if you have taken out a second charge on your 
mortgage or if you are in negative equity, and there will be other eligibility conditions too. 
You can get more information from the Department for Communities and Local 
Government website: www.communities.org.uk. If you are interested in the scheme, 
contact your local CAB (details above) for more information about whether you qualify.  
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Friday 1st May 2009 – Fashion Show, 7:30pm for 8:00pm 

Fashion Show organised by Isabel Hospice Shop, Ware. To be held at Riverside Hall, 
Priory Street, Ware. Tickets are available from the Ware shop and cost £6 inc. wine, juice 
and nibbles. New, nearly new and designer clothes for sale. 
 

Saturday 2nd May 2009 – Plant Sale, 10:00am – 12:00noon  
Plant Sale in aid of Isabel Hospice. To be held outside the Isabel Hospice shop in Ware 
High Street. Organised by Ware Lions with plants donated by Van Hague Garden Centre. 
 

11th – 17th May – Bring £1 to Work Week for Isabel Hospice 
These days you may think £1 doesn't buy much... think again! Added together, we at 
Isabel Hospice can do great things with your singular coin. During this week we are asking 
you and your colleagues to Bring £1 to Work and donate the proceeds to Isabel Hospice. 
You could do a dress down day, hold a raffle or even donate your 'snack' money for the 
day. If you would like to help, call Fundraising on 01707 382500. This Fundraising Week 
has been supported by Hertbeat FM. 
 

Sunday 17th May 2009 – Family Fun Day  

In aid of Isabel Hospice at Three Lakes Restaurant, Westmill Farm, Ware. Contact Maxine 
01920 468668. See www.threelakesrestaurant@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Saturday 30th May 2009 –  Isabel Hospice Jumble Sale, 2:30pm – 4:30pm 

Thundridge Village Hall. Contact 01920 462992. Admission 20p . 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Friends of Orchard Surgery 

Table Top Sale 
 
 

Saturday 4thJuly 
10:00am – 3:00pm 

at Benson Hall (opposite the Co-op) 
 
 

Refreshments available 
 

T a b l es  a re  £ 1 0  e a c h  o n  a   
f i r s t - c o m e ,  f i r s t - se r ve d  b as i s  

 
 

To book a table contact: 
Mr Fairbrother on 01763 271600 

or Pat Ide on 01763 273105  

PLANNING YOUR HOLIDAY? 
 

Zelena Kushta is our fabulous 
3-Bedroom Villa (all en-suite) on 
The Beautiful Black Sea Coast of 

Bulgaria  

Sleeps 8 – Private Garden & Terrace 
Dining 

 

5 minutes from the Beach & the new 
BlackSeaRama Golf Links 

 

Perfect for a Great Budget Holiday!  
Fantastically Reasonable Rates! 

From just £300 per week!! 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

For more information contact Leonie Arthur  

Mobile: 07515 377755 
Email: leonie.arthur@o2.co.uk  


