USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

Every Saturday, 2:00pm — 4:00pm at Buntingford Police
station

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 - 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 - 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 - 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 - 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 — 13:00 CLOSED

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700

Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road

Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm

Open:



WHAT'S ON IN MARCH?

MONDAYS

9:30am — 11:30am

10:00am — 12 noon

10:30am — 12 noon

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm

7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm

7:30pm — 9:45pm

8:15pm

TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am

9:30am — 11:00am
1:00pm — 3:00pm

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm — 8:15pm

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am

5:30pm — 6:30pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm

6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:30pm

Buntings Tumble at Cottered Village Hall. Contact 01763 272868.

Free sports activities for over 50s men and women run by Herts Sports
Partnership at Seth Ward Community Centre. Yoga, badminton, dance,
pilates, new age bowls, table tennis, seated exercise and lots more. Free tea
& coffee. Tel 01707 281201 for more details.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen Harris on
01920 821288.

Cougars Under 7s training, Norfolk Road. Andy on 07941 078069.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon on
01462 642922.

Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on
07739 131694.

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19 years, held
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Nick Howell on
07789 927 64 or email nick.howell@hertscc.gov.uk.

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session. Contact
01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term time.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to 5
years, £6.75 per session. It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school.
Booking is required. Please call 01763 289942. Term time only.

Cougars Under 12s Blues training, Norfolk Road. Shaun on 07836 214129.
Cougars Under 14s training, Norfolk Road. Frank on 07768 078167.
Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010.

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course, 'At the end of the
rainbow' tutor Paul Palmer at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details.

Cougars Under 10s training, Norfolk Road. Martin on 07834 318518.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Cougars Under 11s training, Norfolk Road. Sean on 07860 365681.

Classes in classical yoga, relaxation & meditation at Seth Ward Community
Centre. Call Tom Newstead to book on 07900 654227.

Body Circuit at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.
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WHAT'S ON IN MARCH?

SATURDAYS
9:00am — 12:30pm Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years. Contact
Philippa on 01762 271010.

12:00pm — 2:00pm 14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

2:10pm — 4:10pm 6 — 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

4:15pm — 6:15pm 6 — 16 year olds dance workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.
All Stagefrights workshops are term-time only, at United Reform Church
Hall, Baldock Road. Contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk

2:00pm — 4:00pm Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.
MONDAY — Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to Town
THURSDAY Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past.

MONDAY - FRIDAY Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 273344
for an appointment.

OUuT AND ABOUT IN MARCH

Saturday 6" 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.

2:30pm — 4:00pm Westmill Auction of Promises & Objet D'art — see
page 16 for details

Saturday 20" 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

7:30pm Braughing Music Society — 'Five Star Swing'. See page 14
for details.

LOOKING AHEAD

April

Monday 12— Buntingford Community Pride Environmental week. See page 17 for
Saturday 17" full details.

Thursday 15" 7:45pm Buntingford Annual Town Meeting at Seth Ward

Community Centre, Luynes Rise, Buntingford.

Wednesday 21% 7:30pm Buntingford Civic Society AGM at Benson Hall, Buntingford.
See page 13 for full details.

June

Saturday 19" Buntingford Carnival.
July

Saturday 18" Aspenden Fete.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the editor by post

May we say, via the Journal, a last "thank you and goodbye" to our neighbour of 21 years,
Alf Miles, who died on the 16" January this year, aged 90.

He will be known to many readers as a former employee of Sainsbury's; a member of their
retirement club; for his care and protection of Layston church; a member of Buntingford
Social Club; by the profile in the Journal by former editor, Val Hume and more recently,
some of you may gave been his interview on the 'One Show,' where he spoke with calm
dignity about his time on the Merchant ships during World War Two.

Our thoughts are now with his children and Denise, who took him into her home during his
final battle with cancer.

Carol and Terry Noble

Monks Walk, Buntingford

Dear Editor by email

I am writing to express my thanks to all those who joined us in our churches over the
Christmas period. During Christmas 2009, across all three churches, we donate
collections from special services to various charities. This year we have raised over
£1,100 from people’s generosity, so can | offer our heartfelt thanks to everyone who gave,
both on our behalf and also from the charities which will benefit. The figures haven't been
finalised yet, but the approximate amounts collected for charities are as follows:

St Mary's, Aspenden: PACE — £199. At PACE children with physical disabilities such as
cerebral palsy find their own voice, walk their own steps and discover that they can fully
enjoy everyday life and become active members of society. (www.thepacecentre.org)

Mother's Union East Africa Appeal — £162. Across East Africa 23 million people are facing
starvation following a further failed harvest and the ongoing drought situation across the
region. The Mother's Union uses their contacts to send aid directly to where it is needed.

Shelter — £248
St Peter's, Buntingford: Care for the Family — £210 and REACH for Rwanda — £80
St Mary the Virgin, Westmill: Crisis at Christmas — £220

These generous donations will make a significant difference to the lives of many people
and | am sure will be much appreciated.
Rev lan Hill

Dear Editor by email

| would like to compliment the Buntingford Dramatic Society on its presentation of The
Pied Piper at the Benson Hall. The performances were well attended and it was lovely to
see members of the community playing their parts strictly for laughs.

| was not sure about the portrayal of the Mayor of Hamelin as a bumptious, upper-class
twit and his councillors as idiots, but | guess this was only a show.
Wasn't it?

Debbie Lemay



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Aliya by letter
By the time this letter reaches your readers we will have moved from the Fox at Aspenden.

We would like to personally thank all our customers that have supported us over the past
3% years at the Fox and we take with us some very special memories of our customers
and of events that we have put on, particularly the wonderful beer festival last year, with
local bands performing and the sun shining throughout!

We would also like to wish Phil and Tina every success in running the Fox.

Hope to see you at the Deli or around Buntingford.
Paul and Penny Sands

Dear All by post
| want to say a very big 'Thank you' to the people of Buntingford.
My husband, Sidney Buck, passed away recently.

When | go to the shops and out in the street, the folk of Buntingford hug me and kiss me.
They don't say anything but it's very much appreciated.

We love Buntingford and the people of Buntingford, who have all been so kind.

Many, many thanks to you all.
Mary Buck
and Sid
Dixon Place, Buntingford

St. Mary's Aspenden Restoration

Quiz Night A
Saturday 8 March @

7:15pm for 7:30pm start

at Benson Hall
(opposite the Coop)

£7 including ploughman'’

Please bring your own drink and glasses

For tickets phoneJen Coates on 01763 271]I||37
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BUNTINGFORD TowN FC

www.buntingfordtownfc.com

Since my last update performances have been excellent but unfortunately results have
not. In fact the only team to have registered a win since the middle of January has been
the Veterans who beat both Walkern (3-2) and Wormley (2-1), before losing at Standon &
Puckeridge (3-2), a match which they thoroughly deserved to win, and Guilden Morden
(5-1) in a performance which fell well below their usual standard.

Nevertheless, the Vets are playing some of the best football they ever have and full credit
to them!

Our First Team are also playing some great football but just cannot seem to get those
points on the board. The first match of February saw the side face third-place Harpenden
Rovers, outplay them, and lead by three goals to one with about 15 minutes to go; the
opposition were having none of it and eventually won the match 4-3, the winner coming in
injury time much to the distress of management, players and supporters alike. The
following week Town again dominated the opposition, but St Peters ran out as 3-2
winners. However, | am convinced that if we stick to our guns we will turn the tide.

The Reserves were outplayed against league leaders Standon & Puckeridge in January,
going down 4-1 and also lost 2-0 to Bushey Rangers, a team which we are more than
capable of beating. Disruption to both training and the fixture schedule due to the weather
has not helped, and the good run the side put in at the end of last year is becoming a
distant memory. My feeling is that it is going to be tough run-in for the Reserves and they
will need to show a great deal of character to finish the season on a high...

On a different note, a few weeks ago | received an email from a Mr David Hobbs who,
about three years ago, purchased a box of negatives at a car boot sale in Spellbrook. He
was told that the photographs were taken by a former Buntingford resident and
photographer named Thomas Mayes, and the majority of them feature agricultural
scenes, local views, houses, weddings and portraits.

One of the photos
however was of
Buntingford Town
FC, which we
think was taken
during the 1950s;
he sent it to me in
the hope that we
could put some
names to the
faces. So, I'm
looking for help —
it would be great if
we could identify
them all!

If you can give me any information, please email me at sec@buntingfordtownfc.com.
There is a larger reproduction of the photo on our notice board at The Bury if you are
interested — the quality is very good too!

Chris Thurgill — chairman, Buntingford Town FC
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Anyone for chess?

number of excellent clubs and a successful league

operates across the entire region. Our part of the
county offers competitive chess via clubs at Royston,
Bishop's Stortford, Stevenage, Letchworth and Hertford.

C hess players in Hertfordshire are well served by a

To build on this, local resident, David Rudd is looking into
the possibility of forming a club to represent Buntingford in
the Hertfordshire League and is keen to establish if there
are players who live locally (ranging from lapsed
Grandmasters to promising younger players) who would
be interested in playing on a regular basis.

League matches take place on midweek evenings, usually from 7:45pm to about
10:30pm. The chess season runs from end of September to early May and generally
involves about 12 to 14 league matches with the occasional Cup fixture thrown in as well.
This means that there would typically be about two matches per calendar month, half of
which would be at home, with the others being played at clubs in various parts of
Hertfordshire. That could mean glamorous trips to Watford, Barnet and Hemel
Hempstead, for example, but travel is usually coordinated so that players share the
burden of driving.

If you are interested in playing in the coming season (September 2010 to May 2011),
please contact David directly on 01763-272761 or via e-mail at daverudd@clara.net.

'\  Five Star Swing
The best of Swing, Jazz & Blues
from Glen Miller to Jools Holland

Saturday 20" March - 7:30 pm

St Mary's Church, Braughing

Ticket prices: £15 Premium « £12 Standard
£10 restricted view ¢ £15 at the door

Telephone Box Office: 01763 289073
www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk

Sf_c

g s

£

14




Well done
Buntingford Hawks

untingford Hawks won the
Ware and District Cubs
Swimming Gala on 23"
January, competing against
12 other cub packs to bring
home the trophy.

Assistant Cub leader 'Bagheera' (Patricia
Scott) accompanied the champions and
said, "I am very proud of the Hawks, they
displayed great team spirit as well as such
a sporting attitude in cheering on
the Griffins, (Buntingford's other cub
pack). The boys were surprised and
thrilled to have come first."

bottom

top: Simon Keogh, Isaac Perry and Alex King

: Reece Knapp, Ross Cook and Matthew Share

Westmill Auction of Promises and Objet

in Westmill Village Hall

Saturday 6™ March
Auction starts at 2:30pm

Westmill Events presents an auction of Promises

also of Objet d'art » Collectibles * Memorabilia * China ¢ Jewellery * Furniture etc.
Too large? Bring a photo.

Bring your promises or articles to the hall on Friday 5™ March between 4pm and 6pm,
or by arrangement with Diane on 01763 273398.

Viewing Saturday morning from 11am until 1pm

Tea/coffee and cakes available \/
Entry £2 each including a catalogue  ~ —”*

Sales commission 20%. No fees for purchasers.
Proceeds to Westmill Events Fund and Fete 2011

Ray Partridge, Chairman, Westmill Events 01763 273654

d'a
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d:} GARDENING YEAR f?
MARCH

It's time to get busy as the garden is springing back into life! The days become longer,
the ground is warming up and the weeds are beginning to grow. Keep on top of it all now
and the remainder of the gardening year is much easier. Sorry to nag, but you know it
makes sense.

General tasks

e Give your flowerbeds a good tidy, weed and fork over the soil.

e Jet-wash or scrub slippery patios, paths and decking.

e Kill weeds on paths and renew pointing between slabs if necessary.

Vegetables
e Plant onion sets, shallots and early potatoes near the end of the month.

e In unheated greenhouse or cold-frame sow lettuce, leeks, broad beans, spinach,
onions and peas to give them a head start over outdoor sowing.

e Plant early potatoes at the end of the month.

Trees and Shrubs

e Prune hybrid teas, floribunda and standards roses and feed them with a specialist rose
fertiliser.

Move any deciduous trees and shrubs by early March.

Feed wisteria with liquid rose fertiliser this month and again in June.
Prune buddleia davidii, fuchsias, willow and deciduous ceanothus.
Tidy overgrown climbers.

Lawns
e Begin mowing if the weather is dry, with the mower blades set high.
e Lay turf before the end of the month and re-cut lawn edges.

Flowers

e Divide overcrowded perennials.

e Plant new alpines and sow seeds for bedding plants.

e Plant lily bulbs, gladioli corms and pot grown summer bulbs.

Ponds

e Begin regular feeding of fish if they are active and weather is warm.

e Later in the month is time to put pumps and lights back into the water.
e Remove any protective netting and plant debris left from last season.

Top Tops

e |f you have long term residents in pots such as box or bay, remove the top few
centimetres of compost and replace with fresh, with a bit of slow release fertiliser
added.

e Lift and divide ornamental grasses and herbaceous perennials to double your plants at
no extra cost.

Brian Lemay
brian.lemay@talktalk.net

18




Alfred Miles
1919 - 2010

Alfred Miles sadly passed away on 16" January 2010 after fighting
prostate cancer for a number of years. He was laid to rest at Layston
Churchyard, re-united with his wife Catherine (Kitty) Mary, after a very well
attended service at St Peter's Church in Buntingford. Alf was survived by
his children, Sheila, Maureen and Barry and eight grandchildren.

X /
T
N i v l

Born on 19" February 1919 at Lambeth Hospital, Alf grew up in Camberwell, London with
his parents and his seven siblings. He went to school when he was just three years old
and at the age of seven went to 'big boys' school and progressed well with his classes.
He enjoyed maths and all kinds of sport and at the age of ten was selected to play for the
school team. Shortly afterwards Alf was transferred to the John Ruskin Senior Boys
School where he continued with his sport and was selected to play for the school cricket
team at the age of 11. He continued to progress academically and at the age of 12 was in
the highest class that there was at John Ruskin.

When he was 14, Alf left school and got his first job working as a messenger for a
company in London Bridge, earning the grand sum of 12/6d per week. Alf stayed there for
about a year and there followed various different jobs, including one as a lift boy at St
Margaret's House, off Oxford Circus. Another of his jobs was at Whiteways, the cider
manufacturers. At the entrance to the factory was a large barrel of cider, with a tap, and
the workers could help themselves as much as they liked! A few shop assistant jobs
followed before he became a warehouseman at Sunpat Peanut in Camberwell.

Alf's wife, Catherine (Kitty) Casey, was
virtually the girl-next-door (well, she lived
in the next street) and they married in
September 1939, living with her parents
for a short time before getting a house in
Herne Hill. By this time, Alf was 20 and
had to register for service in the armed
forces as conscription was in force then.
He didn't fancy the Army after hearing the
stories about the First World War and
didn't much fancy coming face to face
with a bayonet. With the Air Force, he
didn't think he stood much of a chance if Alf and Catherine

he was in a plane which crashed,

whereas, if he was in the Navy and his boat sank he thought he would have a fighting
chance as he could swim.

So on the 28™ October 1939 he was called up and sent to HMS Royal Arthur, which was
a training establishment at Skegness (formally an old Butlin's holiday camp which was
temporarily taken over by the Navy). After six weeks he then went to main Royal Naval
barracks HMS Victory, in Portsmouth, for more training. After completing his training, he
joined his first ship, HMS Patroclus.

HMS Patroclus was originally a part of the Blue Funnel Line's fleet and was converted to
an armed merchant cruiser. Alf was one of 12 armed guards. While on patrol, if they
found a ship that the captain thought might be carrying contraband, the Armed Guard
would stay aboard that ship until she reached an English port.
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an inflatable lifebelt at the time and wasn't
sure whether diving would injure my neck. Alfred on lookout duty on board the Patroclus
Having jumped in | then had to reach the
Carley float. Swimming in my uniform with
boots on and wearing a duffle coat was \
difficult but | managed to haul myself aboard.

"The Carley float soon filled up. There was
about twelve of us altogether; with our
combined weight it was partially submerged
and we were all sitting on it waist deep in
water. Some of the others thought it was a
good idea to sing but that didn't last long. We just sat there in the dark. About 2 o'clock in
the morning a destroyer appeared (I knew it was 2 o'clock because | had wristwatch on
and | always carried a torch with me.) We all shouted and cheered, we felt a great relief,
then it disappeared and | never felt so down in my life. We sat in the water again for
another five hours until the destroyer came back and picked us up. | never saw, or heard
of, Arthur again since that night. He was just 22."

After 14-days survivors' leave, Alf was sent to HMS Dunluce
Castle at Scapa Flow and while there he asked to do the course
for Seaman Torpedoman. He trained for this at HMS St Vincent
at Gosport and while awaiting positing to a ship he asked to do
the course for Leading Seaman. He carried out this training at
HMS Vernon at Brighton, in the building which is the famous
Roedean School for Girls.

From there, his next ship was HMS Forester, which escorted
convoy ships taking food and supplies to Russia. The northern
convoy route experienced treacherous weather conditions, with
layers of ice forming on the decks and 'chipping parties' had to
work on continuously to keep the guns free. He returned to
HMS Vernon and qualified as Leading Torpedo Operator and
then went to HMS Blenheim, a depot ship based in Iceland,
which was used to supply other ships in the waters of the north Atlantic. He qualified as a
Petty Officer and in July 1944 took a course at Roedean to become Torpedo Instructor. In
1945 he was based at HMS Royal Albert in Berlin, working on bomb/mine disposal and
was finally discharged from the Navy with a Good Service Badge, War Service medal,
Victory Medal and the Atlantic Star.

Leading Seama

Alf and Catherine's eldest daughter, Sheila, was born in 1945 followed by daughter
Maureen in 1946 and son Barry in 1948.

While in the Navy, Alf had also done electricians training and when he was discharged,
he took on various electrical contracting jobs. In 1958 he was sent on 'permanent loan' to
Sainsburys in Blackfriars but after three months Sainsburys decided that they wanted a
further electrician on their staff. Alf applied for the job and was appointed as Maintenance
electrician. He worked at Blackfriars for 13 years until the factory closed down. Various
jobs within Sainsburys were on offer, one of which in the Truck Shop at their depot in
Buntingford. By this time, all the children had left home and although Catherine was
apprehensive about the move, they realised it was inevitable so Alf applied for the job
and they moved here in 1971.

Alf had always wanted to live in the country and their first impression of Buntingford was
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So many things to worry about
(Part 7)
Martin & Mandy

We were both worried about the stability of the building from day one; you only have to
walk round the site to know that all is not well, especially with regard to the north wall of
the Nave. We knew from the start that St Bartholomew's was in danger of falling down but
we need to know how close this might be, (I'd like to know how big the black hole into
which I'm about to pour money in is, or at least have a fair guess) so we call in a
professional called Brian from Boden & Ward to give his opinion.

Brian is definitely a character He is 60+ if he is a day, his CV lists work on more historic
buildings than we have had hot dinners and he arrives at 7:30 one morning to meet with
us both. He scratches at the stonework of the building and pronounces "Clunch." "What?"
| say — I'm no expert on stone! "Clunch," Brian repeats, "Came from one of two quarries —
if you let me chip some stone off the building | can tell you which one," he says. | decline
his kind offer... he clearly knows more than is healthy about stonework and this is
confirmed when he starts listing the buildings he has worked on. | tell him to stop when
he tells me about the front of Woburn Abbey. He looks closely at the cracks in the
Chancel wall and the Tower and is very non-committal, it's clearly not what he wants to
see and the combination of the trees behind the north wall of the nave and the cracks do
not please him at all, the best | can get him to say is that we should be wary of these
'features'. He quotes me a number as a guess for the stonework and | gulp, he says not
to worry as he can work out a more accurate price guide with a little bit of time back at the
office, a few weeks later the more accurate price guide arrives and it's gone up by 50%!
Still we knew it wasn't going to be cheap, the building has had more than 100 years to get
like this and it was never going to be fixed by Bob the Builder in an afternoon.

On the more entertaining front English Heritage have been busy and we arrange a site
visit between our contact John and their bell frame man Graham, who also turns out to be
an absolute mine of information. He arrives clutching his powerful torch and an
overpowering desire to rummage around in the bell frame. He is stumped for a moment
or two initially by the frame work, but after some pondering he concludes that what we
actually have is an ancient frame that has been built from an even older frame and over
the years bits and pieces have been added to try and hold the whole thing together. We
have three bells in the frame and Graham is clearly interested in these as well. Out
comes the torch and we spend the next hour rummaging around the frame and bells and
I learn more about bells in that hour than | have in a lifetime. Bells need turning as they
wear out in their stocks and none of the three bells have ever been turned, what's more
they still have the original clappers in place. Lots more investigation of the bells and we
link two of them to a bell founder called James Butler, the markings on them mention
'Alex Strange' and date them as 20" March 1633. James Butler only ever cast a really
small number of bells and he worked principally in Hertfordshire and Essex at his trade.
The two Butler bells form just another part of the wonderful history of St Bartholomew's.

Graham suggests a bell frame survey to record what's actually in the tower and the

meeting draws to a close — he's clearly very excited by what he’s seen and Mandy and |
are grateful for his help in understanding what's going on.
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EDWINSTREE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Now that the bad weather is hopefully behind
us, we look forward to enjoying the rest of this
busy spring term.

On 4™ March we are celebrating World Book
Day, when pupils can dress as a character
from a book. Last year we had a fantastic
array of costumes; 'Stig of the Dump,’
‘Thomas the Tank Engine,’ ‘Alice in
Wonderland,' and even a wardrobe from "The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.'

We had a very different assembly with staff dressing as
pirates to encourage pupils to join the cast for the
forthcoming June production of 'The Pirates of Penzance.'
Rehearsals are now well under way.

Mr Lyons, our Technology Tutor, took twelve Year Eight
students to Royston for a Technology Tournament; 'Re-
inventing the Wheel." All received certificates and were
commended on their very high achievement.

Visiting artist David Ward came into school working with
Year Eights, showing them how to turn photographs into portraits in the style of Julian
Opie. Some fantastic images were produced and are on display in the school foyer.

Year Eight also visited The National Portrait Gallery as part of their Art studies and were
complimented on their excellent behaviour by the Gallery staff.

This is certainly a busy term for our oldest pupils, as they are off on a residential visit to
Normandy in March, visiting the D-Day museums, Bayeux, Arromanches and Honfleur to
enhance their Language and History studies.

Meanwhile, our youngest students in Year Five enjoyed an inspiring presentation and
workshop from visiting author and poet Wes Magee. Year Seven were entertained by
Anthony Glenn, performing 'Romeo and Juliet." They then re-enacted parts of the play
themselves. Year Six can look forward to a visiting theatre production of 'The Little
Princess' in June, while Anthony Glenn will be again visiting school spending the day with
Year Eight exploring the themes of 'The Tempest.'

Our School Association held a very successful evening disco, where a good time was had
by all and money was raised towards the mini bus fund. They are now planning future
events and are hoping to hold another Gig Night in May.

Congratulations to our Year Eight Boys Rugby team on beating the Sir John Henry
Newman School at Royston Rugby club. They will now represent Hertfordshire at the
County Championships.
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St 1 ou e

Jo Morden has always had a flair for hairdressing and
from the early age of 12 did her friends and families' hair.
Born in Enfield, Jo got her first hairdressing job in a busy
salon when she was only 14 and absolutely loved it. Jfﬂj’digf“
Even today Jo rates hairdressing as the best job in the -

world — being with people and making them feel good.

Jo started her business in Buntingford seven years ago. Taking over an existing troubled
hairdressing business, Jo moved premises to 10a High Street (virtually opposite the
Manor House) and re-branded as Morden & Hobbs.

The Hobbs part of the business has not been in existence for the last three and a half
years, but due to the success of her busy salon, Jo has only just got around to re-
branding again. The salon has been revamped and is now has the new name, Jo Morden
— Hair Design.

The bright, modern, tastefully decorated salon is a hive of activity and has a lovely
friendly atmosphere. You always receive a warm welcome from one or more the 13
happy and cheerful team that Jo employs.

Jo and her highly trained staff are always happy to help and you are always offered a hot
cup of tea or coffee while you are there. You receive a professional service and are made
to feel comfortable and relaxed. They not only cater for ladies but also welcome men and
children too, six days a week. The salon is open until 8pm on Wednesdays and
Thursdays and 7pm on Fridays, so you don't need to take time off from work to get the
hairstyle you have always wanted.

A full consultation with your stylist is always given prior to her starting work on your hair
and if you are not sure who style would suit you, your stylist will give you her unbiased,
professional, suggestions. Be assured, you won't leave Jo Morden Hair Design with the
same hairstyle as their last client (unless of course you want to). The highest quality
products are used throughout and you can receive advice on your hair aftercare with
many products available to purchase from the salon.

Ideally Jo would like to get more passing trade and although there are parking spaces
outside the premises, the time is limited to one hour and the traffic wardens can be over
zealous.

Jo would love to get her team into competition work and is
thinking of creating an artistic team to enter competitions.
They are taking part in a photo shoot in April and the results
will be displayed in the salon.

You don't need to go to a large town or city to get that knock-
out hairstyle. Just make an appointment with Jo or one of her
team, who you will find Just up your Street at:

10a High Street

Buntingford

Hertfordshire

SG9 9AG Telephone 01763 272 131

Jo Morden
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: MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support
Officer, Amanda Higham, or you just want to say hello, they will be at the specified venues

as listed below. (Times are subject to change at short notice)
Telephone 0845 33 00 222

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue:

Amanda Wed 3™ 6:00pm — 6:45pm Outside Village Hall, Albury

Amanda Wed 10" [10:00am — 10:45am | Recreation ground, Braughing

Amanda Wed 17" [ 1:30pm — 2:15pm Outside Church, Anstey

Amanda Wed 24" [4:00pm —4:30pm | Outside Church, Wyddial

Amanda Wed 31%" [ 10:00am — 10:30am | Willow Close, Gt Hormead

P o corosine | POLICE MATTERS
Lo Keep Safe

Advice for safer winter driving:

. It is illegal to have under or over-inflated car tyres, or tyres worn to below 1.6mm.
Tyres must also be in good condition without tears or bumps.

. Look in your handbook or consult your garage or tyre dealer for the recommended
pressures for your vehicle.

o Check the pressure at least every two weeks when the tyres are cold.

o Give your vehicle a 'winter check-up' — make sure your windscreen wipers and

washers are in good working order, and get your brakes checked to ensure they
are functioning properly.

A demonstration by a Road Policing Officer of how to correctly check your tyres is now
available to the public on the Herts Police YouTube site, members of the public can
access it at www.youtube.com/hertspolice.

When out shopping, remember to:

o Use a handbag that can be closed properly — zipped up preferably — so that it is
more difficult for someone to open it and reach in.

o If you use a handbag with a strap, wear it across your body and not just over one
shoulder.

o If you do keep your purse in a shopping bag, put your purse at the bottom and not
near the top and use a shopping bag that can be closed.

. Be as secure with your mobile phone as you would your purse or wallet and
ensure it is put away safely if you use it in the street.

. Be aware of the people immediately around you.

. Report incidents straight away — in an emergency, always dial 999.
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This half term has passed quickly with lots of activities throughout the school. Key Stage 1
has enjoyed their work on transport through the ages culminating in a very successful visit
to the Transport Museum in Covent Garden.

Key Stage 2 has been learning about life in the Second World War. Their day as evacuees
was memorable. They spent the morning in a 1940s classroom situation and later spent
time in a real Anderson Shelter as well as handling a number of artefacts from WW2. The
company who organised the day were extremely impressed by the behaviour of our

children who had all come to school dressed as 1940s children complete with gas mask
boxes!

On Friday 5™ February we were pleased to welcome Oliver Heald MP to our school to
present our recently awarded Eco-Schools Green Flag. We held a special assembly and
invited the parents of our current Eco-Action team to come along as well as former

members who are now at Edwinstree School. Mr Heald concluded his visit with a tour of
our school.

*HalleysCom

Kathy Willett — Headteacher
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Starts Monday 1st March 2010

Opentomen and
womenaged

ACTIVE

together in the communiiy

« table tennis « badminton

« new age kurling - dance (various styles)

- pilates « short mat bowls « new age bowls
« boccia - seated exercise - gentle exercise
« yoga and much more!

Being active can be fun! Whatever your
interest or ability, there’'s something for
everyone - it's just about finding an activity
that suits you, and that you'll enjoy. So why not join us for FREE
weekly activity sessions where you can try your hand at
something new. What's more you will get to meet new people
and enjoy the social side of keeping active!

a

Every Monday 10am - 12noon
Seth Ward Community Centre

Free tea and coffee will be available during the session.

L3

For lots more information and advice about how to get active in your area
please visit: www.sportinherts.org.uk and www.hertsdirect.org

Key Contact: Olivia Bickle, Sports Project Officer, Herts Sports Partnership
Telephone: 01707 281201
Email: o.h.bickle@herts.ac.uk
Visit: www.sportinherts.org.uk

These sessions are funded by Hertfordshire County Council

34



@6 Toothless old giza

\\\% Those slim female hands with seeming careless measure,
%@’ Have just taken my last pairing molar tooth

And with it goes, almost, the last of pleasure,
And almost certainly, the last of youth.

A crunching lurch, a twist and out it comes,
Leaving me with naught but bleeding toothless gums!
Just guma you think it's funny? Well you &vait
Until the day you suffer the same fate.

Then you'll gnaw and champ and nibble like a rabbit,
At nuts and crisps and crossled bacon rind,
Until eating's just another boring habit,
Just a grind without the ruddy gear to grind.

Like sex when sensitivity has fled,
When all you want in bed&swell, just bed,
Or watching horror films but lacking dread,
Or liking sandwich spread but hating bread.

It's the next step on from buying my first specs,
When the optometric bloke said, "Now you'll see
That it's downhill all the way, although | have to say

That you did quite well to last to-fifirge!"

Guy Mace

'It's on the cards!’

So as you know...

I've had a broken ankle... and I've been really bored!
Ajob I had to find to do... | found it... rest assured.
As Christmas is only months away...

And this I've done in a few days... with glue and ribbon in yards.
Our table was a sorry mess and my Graham did declare...
"What on earth are you doing? There's all glitter in you hair".
| have made one hundred and feel I've achieved a lot...

Teresa Bonner
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: BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB :
1A C I U affiliated %
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS
Telephone 01763 271889
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

Boetas OF° Bocta) OF°

In February we were very happy to be able to present BASH and Buntingford Day
Centre with a cheque each for £1000, which was raised from our weekly raffles.
Thanks go to our members for their generosity in taking part so that we can continue

to raise money for local organisations.

a BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAYa
Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize. ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm
Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING

J Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2nd Saturday in the month (unless otherwise announced) J

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine,
which are free on 2™ Saturday of the month and every Sunday.
Sky Sports
We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON'T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime.

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIALS FOR 2010
1°! May — Badness (Madness tribute band)
19" June — ABBA Queens
23" October — Bee Gee Magic

RNNNRRNNRNRNRRARNRRRNRNRININNNRI9899989888NRNRNRNRNRRRRRIRNRINA

el a3
jg SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) jg
7 th , &3
&3 6" March - The Raiders &3
JJg 131: March - No entertainment (free pool, snooker and jukebox) JJg
20" March - Reload
g 27" March - Phoenix g
3 3™ April - Abakus 3
E MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT E
g To see more information about the bands go to: g
& www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub g
o 93
J3433434903434343434343434343030343439943434343434343434343034343430303434343 0303434393

38



United Benefice of
St. Mary's 8 Aspenden
St. Peter's 6 Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill
Church of England

Reverend lan Hill 8 Telephone 017463 274072

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches
St. Peter's in Buntingford has a more contemporary style
St. Mary's in Aspenden has a more traditional style
St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style
Everyone is welcome at any of the churches

Services until Easter 2010

March
3rd

7th

14in

21st

Palm
Sunday

28th

April

Maundy

Thursday
1st

Good
Friday

2nd

Easter
Sunday

Ath

9:30am

9:15am
10:00am
11:00am
6:00pm

9:30am

11:00am
3:00pm

9:15am
11:00am

9:15am
9:30am
11:00am

7:30pm

10:15am
12:00pm

7:30pm

9:15am
9:30am
11:00am
6:00pm

St. Peter's 6 Buntingford

St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill
St. Mary's 8 Aspenden

St. Peter's 8 Buntfingford

St. Mary's 8 Aspenden

St. Mary's 8 Aspenden

St. Peter's 6 Buntingford
Nevetts care home

St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill
St. Peter's 8 Buntingford

St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill
St. Mary's 8 Aspenden
St. Peter's 8 Bunfingford

St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill

St. Peter's 8 Buntfingford
Market Hill

St. Mary's 8 Aspenden

St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill
St. Mary's 8 Aspenden

St. Peter's 8 Buntingford

St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill

Said Holy Communion (BCP)

Holy Communion
Family Service

All Age Family Worship
United Benefice Service

Family Communion on
Mothering Sunday
Mothering Sunday service
Songs of Praise

Holy Communion
Family Praise

Morning Worship with baptism
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Communion with stripping of the
Altar

Service of reflection

Good Friday public act of witness
before the cross (Churches Together)
Tenebroe service: Passion readings
with an impending sense of darkness

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Family Communion
United Benefice Service
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Day and a half term! Everyone was in seventh

I ebruary went very quickly this year, with Valentine's
heaven.

Valentine’s Day:

Of course chocolates are the perfect gift for everyone on
Valentine’s Day. | had my boyfriend over for the day, with my parents cooking
us both a candle-lit dinner. Thank you Mum and Dad it was very delicious. ©

Half Term:

In halfterm | stayed up in Norfolk at my Nan and Grandad’'s with my best
friend, Laura. Lots of giggles and now let’s just say that we are basically even
more broke then we were before.

March is a scary month for me this year. It will be the first parents evening at
my new school, also | have to pick my GCSE's.

March will also bring my Dad’s and my sister’s birthday, Happy Birthday to
them.

My Monthly Opinion:

[ would like to introduce “My Monthly Opinion.” This is something that | may feel
| need to say or something that | generally think should be said about a certain
matter.

This month | have got a fascination on the Jeremy Kyle and Jeremy Springer
shows. | find it fascinating and interesting how people can do such things. All |
see are adults on the show, However | would have thought that adults could
have stopped these things before it goes so far that you have to have a
complete stranger sort out your problems.

| personally think that the people of go on these shows are kids with adult
problems and in an adults world.
Natasha Morrison

Buntingford LOGS FOR SALE

Neiworklng Meeting Cut to size by request

Thursday 25th March

Delivered to your home
?am at Buntingford Coffee y ‘
‘ Shop Hay and Haylage éﬁ@

Contact Fiona or Nicola Please contact John on:
email: info@flexystaff.co.uk or Tel: 01763 272516
telephone: 0870 288 5141 Mobile: 07773 845648
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Community Pride Mission Statement

"TO ENGAGE THE WHOLE COMMUNITY IN
A SUSTAINABLE PROGRAMME OF SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
WHICH ~ WILL ~ MINIMISE ~ DEFECTS  IN  THE
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT, ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC
: ACTIVITY, CELEBRATE THE RICH QUALITIES THAT EXIST
Buntingford IN THE TOWN AND DEVELOP POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS
Community Pride  AcrOsS ALL AGE AND SOCIAL GROUPS"

Community Pride is a unique initiative empowering communities to develop and deliver
change in their own neighbourhoods. | have convened a working party with each
stakeholder in Buntingford (churches/shops/fire service/Civic Society/army cadets/Age
Concern/PCT/town council/youth council/youth connections etc.)

We have three objectives:

1. To offer sustainable diversionary activities to the town's youth to reduce incidents
of Anti Social Behaviour.

2. To create a safer, greener, cleaner environment for all local residents

3. To bridge generation gaps (Generation Exchange) thus reducing the fear of crime

| aim to identify what can be done immediately to tackle issues of concern or to realise
community aspirations and ascertain what must be done in the longer term to build
capacity and confidence.

The Police actively petitioned 600 residents/school children and asked them a series of
questions about what issues concerned them, what additional facilities they would like to
see in Buntingford, and how safe they felt.

As a result four distinct projects were identified:

Community Pride

- Programme - -
Community Diversion
Garden / \ B Groups
Environmental Football /
Week Music Event

Community Garden — by creating a community garden we will not only offer some
sustainable diversionary activity to our Town's youth, but also bridge some of the
generation gap present in our town's community, a community garden will also offer
exercise and focus to some of our residents, and provide a sense of purpose and
belonging.
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 e
Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm CItlz_ens
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm advice

Wednesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm bureau
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

Time Limits for Claiming Tax Refunds

The time limit for claiming a tax refund is being reduced to four years. Currently, a refund
can be claimed within five years of 31%' January following the end of the tax year in which
tax was overpaid.

For people who complete a Self Assessment tax return, this will change on 15t April 2010.
A claim for a refund submitted on or after that date must be submitted within four years of
the end of the tax year in which the tax was overpaid.

For people who pay all their tax under PAYE and do not complete a tax return, the date of
the change is 1% April 2012. A claim for a refund submitted on or after that date must be
submitted within four years of the end of the relevant tax year.

People who may be entitled to a refund should make claims promptly to avoid the
possibility of losing the right to claim for the earliest years.

If you think you may be entitled to a tax refund you should contact the tax office dealing
with your tax affairs. If you do not know which office to contact, a tax office locator is
available on the HM Revenue and Customs website at search3.openobjects.com/kbroker/
hmrc/locator/locator.jsp.

A list of HMRC forms for claiming a repayment is available on the HMRC website at
www.hmrc.gov.uk.

If you are not liable for tax, you may ask HMRC for a provisional repayment of the tax
owed before the end of a tax year.

HMRC must usually pay interest, known as a repayment supplement, if the tax refund is
made after 31 January following the year of assessment.

If the overpaid tax was deducted at source, for example under PAYE or from bank or
building society interest, interest will be added to the refund for the period from 1°
February following the year of assessment to the date on which HMRC issues the
repayment.

Example

If you are entitled to a refund for the 2008/09 tax year ended on 5™ April 2009, HMRC
does not start paying interest until 15 February 2010. Any refunds made by HMRC for
2008/09 on or after 1% February 2010 include interest (if any is payable).

The rates of interest payable on repayments of tax that has been overpaid are available
from the HMRC website at www.hmrc.gov.uk.

Further information about tax refunds is available on the HM Revenue and Customs
website at www.hmrc.gov.uk.
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BALFF (formally WEA)

Our Monday evening 6-week course starts on 8" March 2010, our tutor is Terry Pettigrew
and the course is entitled: 'Screen Partners’

When the chemistry between two leading film stars worked wonders at the box office,
studios were quick to cash in, and put them to work, partnering each other, again and
again.

'Screen Partners' is a series of lectures, which looks at the history of magical pairings on
the screen. It traces how these partners came together and analyses what it was about
them that caught the public's imagination. Among the screen partnerships discussed and
analysed in this series of lectures are:

Spencer Tracy & Katherine Hepburn, Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall, Errol Flynn
and Olivia de Havilland, Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, Laurence Olivier and Vivien
Leigh, John Wayne and Maureen O'Hara, Woody Allen and Diane Keaton.

The course also focuses on some of the great screen romantic partnershlps |n memorable

'one-off' films such as: Pl ﬁ‘
Clark Gable & Vivien Leigh in Gone With The Wind 'O.“
Laurence Olivier & Merle Oberon in Wuthering Heights !

Humphrey Bogart & Ingrid Bergman in Casablanca
Omar Sharif and Julie Christie in Doctor Zhivago etc. etc.

Monday evening lectures start at 8:00pm until 9:30pm. Coffee is served before the
meeting. If anyone is interested in joining us do just come along, you will be made very
welcome. For further information please phone Julia Peacock on 01763 272584.

Have you enjoyed this month's Journal?

If so, why not have it delivered regularly to your door. Join Buntingford Civic Society and
part of your fee will pay for your Journal and the remainder will go to the Civic Society
whose efforts monitor the town we value.

@\N Gt BCS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
7\
QQ
B\ © |/ We* wish to apply for family membership of the Buntingford Civic
/'5~ Society, at the annual subscription rate indicated below.
/C SQC

Name/s:

Address:

Post code: Tel:

| / We* enclose £7 door delivery subscription / £15 postal (UK) subscription *

Signed:
Send to: Chris Eagle (Membership Secretary)
5 Monks Walk
Buntingford
Hertfordshire SG9 9EE *delete as appropriate
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