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JOHN D KILBY & CO  

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED AUDITORS 
 
 
 

SPECIALISING IN THE ACCOUNTS AND TAXATION AFFAIRS 

OF THE SMALLER BUSINESS AND SELF EMPLOYED. 

LIMITED COMPANY FORMATIONS AND AUDITS. 

  

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION, WITHOUT OBLIGATION, 

ANYTIME BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT. 

ANSWERPHONE SERVICE OUT OF NORMAL HOURS. 

 

 

 

MUTFORDS, HARE STREET, BUNTINGFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE, SG9 0ED 

  TEL: (01763) 289 466    FAX: (01763) 289 888 

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery 

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery,  
Warren Lane, Cottered, nr Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9QG  

 

Phone: 01763 281258       Email: enquiries@meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk 

Website: www.meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk 

Family run kennels and cattery in 2 acres. 

Fully trained staff. 

Individual heated kennels with attached 

runs leading on to large grass exercise  

paddocks. 

All pets must be fully vaccinated including 

dogs for kennel cough. 

Vet on call 24/7. 

Open for viewing – please call Peter or 

Sarah for an appointment.  



Useful Local Information
POLICE STATION:  
Baldock Road, Buntingford 

GAS
ELECTRICITY
WATER (Veolia)
WATER (Affinity Water)
SEWERAGE (Thames Water)
FLOODLINE

DOCTORS:  
Buntingford Medical Centre, 
White Hart Close

B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
for Social Help): 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 
RAPE, RACE or HATE CRIME

LOCAL COUNCILS

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY 
77 High Street, Buntingford,  
SG9 9AE | 01763 274 608

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST 
HERTS:

BUNTINGFORD FOOD SUPPORT

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 

Emergency (gas leaks) – Freephone 0800 111 999

Emergency (power loss) – Freephone 0800 7838 838

Emergency – Freephone 0800 376 5325 

Emergency – 0345 357 2407 

Emergency – Telephone 0800 316 9800 

Emergency – 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 

Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 

Bash volunteer drivers providing transport to medical 
appointments Tel: 07787 183 288  

Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554 440  
(in emergency, dial 999)

Buntingford Town Council: 01763 272 222 

East Herts District Council: 01279 655 261 

Housing – 01279 714 714 

Benefits – Freephone 0800 373 852 

FOR EMERGENCIES out of office hours:  
01279 655 261

Adult Care Services: 0300 123 4042 

Children’s Services: 0300 123 4043

Hertfordshire Highways: Report faults online: 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/highwayfaults

Tel: 0300 123 4047 

Opening times: 	 Mon, Tue, Thur 10:00 – 17:30 
Fri 14:00  – 17:30  Sat 9:00 – 13:00 
Telephone enquiries – 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 – Renewals 3:00 – 23:45 every day 
Option 2 – All other enquiries Mon–Fri 8:00 – 20:00, 
Sat 9:00 – 18:00.  
More info: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

Call the CAB Message Line on 01920 459 944 at 
anytime and they will call you back. They aim to return 
calls within 24 hours (except at weekends).  
www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk

Buntingfordfoodhub@gmail.com | 07842 889 772
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It was great that the sun shone for our VE 
Day celebrations on 8th May - you can see 
photos and a report on the day on p.8. 
Lovely to see so many people turned out 

for the street party, memorial and exhibition  
at the Manor House. 

I hope that many of you will also go and enjoy 
the event at Layston Gardens on 7th June 
to celebrate Herts Rivers Week, hosted by 
Riverwatch who do so much to preserve and 
maintain the river Rib here in Buntingford. See 
details on p.10

June also sees lots of events down at the 
library to celebrate the Centenary of 
Hertfordshire Libraries, we have a double 
spread on p.14 outlining all the events going 
on, including a 100 word poetry competition 
and a Lego workshop where children are 
invited to imagine the libraries of the future 
and build them out of Lego. I hope there will 
be some great photos to share next month 
from that! 

This month there is also a heads up on the 
latest show to be performed by the Dramatic 
Society, and it looks like it is going to be a 
show like no other...details on p.23.

Our History Society have a great article this 
month on the lost pubs of the area, which 
makes you wonder how many more we might 
lose over the coming years if the cost of living 
crisis continues! Let's get out and enjoy them 
and the amazing sunshine we have been 
treated to while we can -  Met Office data 
shows that we've already had more sunshine 
this spring than the whole of last summer!

Buntingford 
Journal
JUNE 2025

LETTER FROM

the Editor
EDITOR
Anne Wright
journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

FAO Buntingford Civic Society
Journal Contributions
C/O The Manor House, 21 High Street
Buntingford, Herts, SG9 9AB

ADVERTISING 
ENQUIRIES
Keith Edwards
01763 272 032
advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

EDITORIAL 
DEADLINE
Editorial copy deadline for the next 
Journal is: 15th June.

Please send all contributions to the editor 
on the email address above.

The editor reserves the right to edit 
copy received, and add or omit pictures 
where necessary.

The views expressed in the letters, emails 
and articles in the Buntingford Journal 
are not necessarily those of  
the editor.

The Buntingford Journal is published by, 
but is editorially independent of, 
the Buntingford Civic Society. For 
information on how to join the Society 
and have the Journal delivered to 
your door for free, please email: 
membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Anne
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                                      The Buntingford Daffodils 
I have read lots of lovely messages on Facebook about the Buntingford Daffodils saying           
how nice they were and how much they are missed so I thought that perhaps now is the  
time to explain how they came to be there. 

I was a Buntingford Town Councillor from 1999-2016 and in 2001 I saw an advertisement 
 for ‘free daffodils to decorate your town or village for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.’  So I  
ordered a bag, gathered half a dozen friends, and one Sunday morning in the October,  
my husband Norman dug the holes and we planted the bulbs along the bank to the right  
of the entrance to Snells Mead.                                                                                                                                 2001: Planting the daffs – Jeni Hornby, unknown, Val Reedman, Carole  

The result was so beautiful that we repeated it over the next few years and in 2017                                                           Burroughes, Jean Cook, Marilyn Cantor, Corinne Matus 
(see photo) they had grown into a lovely display - (sadly some of the grass cutters employed  
by the County Council couldn’t be bothered to steer round the later groups and mowed them    
down so these displays weren’t as nice as the first ones.) 

Daffodils leaves need to be left to die naturally as they provide the food for next year’s bulbs  
so we planted the bulbs in groups to help with the grass cutting – I popped five bulbs in each  
hole and my ladies filled the holes in. 

When the work started on the Shared Footpath I spoke to the people in charge of the work                               2002: Spring – the first   ↑ 
and said that if they were going to dig up the bulbs would they put them on my front lawn                                                  flowers            → 
so that I could distribute them, as these were ‘Queen Elizabeth’s Daffodils.’ They later came                         
back to me and said they wouldn’t be digging them up. Unfortunately they buried the bulbs                                
deep under so much soil that they were unable to grow through. 

I think a few new daffs were planted (and wild flower seed sown) and some of our ‘Queen                               2017: Spring -  established     
Elizabeth Daffodils’ did make an appearance but this week our grass verges have been cut                                                   flowers             ↓ 
including the daffodils. As the leaves have not been left to die back naturally, the display                    
next year will be impoverished. 

I do not know what company was given the task of ‘landscaping’ these banks but I personally  
would suggest that if a group of local people, who have a genuine interest in their own  
community, came forward, applied for grants to buy more daffs and planted them themselves,                        
these banks could be returned, not just to their previous glory, but even better.  

                                                                                                                                               Jean Cook  
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Up-coming events include the 
“Buntingford in Bloom” Competition, 
which members should have received 
an entry form for in the May issue of the 
Journal. Don’t forget, entries by the 9th 
of June.

On Saturday the 14th June, “Civic Day”, 
we will be leading some guided walks 
around our historic High Street. Places on 
the walk will be limited on a first come 
first served basis, but we will be running 
some more later in the year for those that 
miss out this time. If you would like to take 
part in the walk please email, chairman@
buntingfordcivic.org.uk, giving your name 
and number of places. The walk will start at 
10am at St Peter’s Church.

buntingford civic society
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
Graham Waite, Chairman 
chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Graham Waite
Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society

reg. Charity: 1014873

Early May saw the town 
commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of the ending of 
World War 2 in Europe on the 

8th May 1945. Events organised by 
the Town Council, supported by the 
Civic Society and the Royal British 
Legion, to commemorate this historic 
anniversary were a 40’s themed street 
party on Market Hill, a service at the War 
Memorial, followed by the lighting of the 
Beacon. The whole event ran smoothly, 
with many complimentary comments and 
our congratulations to all who helped to 
make it such a success. You are too many 
to mention by name, but you know who 
you are.

Running alongside these events, and 
over the weekend, the Civic Society 
hosted an Exhibition in the Council 
Chamber at the Manor House. On display 
were many artifacts from WW2, including 
3 plaques that were awarded to the town 
by the UK Government in recognition 
of their fund-raising efforts during the 
period between 1939 to 1945. 

The display that attracted most attention 
was by the students from the “A” “year 
(Year 9) at Freman College who researched 
some very personal recollections from 
family members who served in WW2. Our 
grateful thanks go to Mr Mark Trapmore 
from Freman College for the loan of the 
military artifacts, BCS Committee member, 
Jennifer Keeling whose enthusiasm and 
knowledge was indispensable, Carol 
Emery, from the Local History Group, and 
those committee members who came to 
help over the 3 days.
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01763 272 222 
clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB
@buntingfordtc       @BuntingfordTC

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-5pm; closed Friday

buntingford town council
www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

Following local elections at the 
beginning of May, Terry Smith 
(Reform) was elected as the County 
Councillor for the Buntingford 

division. We hope to meet with Councillor 
Smith very soon to discuss how we can 
work together in the coming months.

The VE Day celebrations on the 8th May 
were very well attended and we thank 
the local organisations and businesses 
that supported this event. Thanks also to 
those who helped organise, without those 
volunteers events such as these could not 
take place.

The gardener has been busy starting to 
plant the many new planters in the High 
Street, this has to be undertaken as and 
when the plants are ready, but should be 
fully planted by the end of the month.

The Town Council holds a Civic Reception 
to thank the local organisations for their 
work in the town. Invitations will be issued 
shortly but if you are part of a voluntary 
organisation and have not received an 
invite, please contact the Clerk’s office.

Plans are well underway for the town event 
planned for Saturday 12th July at the 

Community Centre. This will be similar 
to past events with live music, bar, food 
outlets, free fun fair and face painting. 
Further details to follow.

The Manor House is licensed for Civil 
Ceremonies and many local residents have 
held their marriage ceremonies in the 
Grade II Listed Building. Ideal for small 
ceremonies of up to approximately 30 
guests. All enquiries to the Clerk’s office 
where we will be happy to show you 
around and answer any questions.

The management of the Multi Games Area 
is now back with the Town Council. If you 
wish to hire the MUGA, please contact the 
Clerk’s office and we will check availability.

Layston Cemetery is owned and managed 
by the Town Council, please call us if you 
have an enquiry.

Details of the June Council meetings 
below. 
In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town 
Council has published a number of Privacy 
Notices, these can be viewed on the Town 
Council web site.

Jill Jones PSLCC Cert HE  -Town Clerk

Town Council meetings for the months of June are:
Thursday 5th June 	 7pm 	 Amenities Committee.

Thursday 12th June 	 7pm 	 Planning and 7.15pm Resources Committee

Thursday 26th June 	 7pm 	 Planning Committee and 7.15pm Full Council

All meetings held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise.



8

The 8th May saw communities 
across the nation come together 
to celebrate the 80th anniversary 
of VE Day. Buntingford was to 

be no exception, as, under sunny skies, 
our community made its own memories 
as it rejoiced and commemorated this 
historic event.

The event was organised by the Town 
Council, but it received help from the 
Civic Society and Buntingford’s branch 
of the Royal British Legion.

The evening began at five o’clock with a 
street party where old and young alike 
feasted on home made delights or that 
purchased and supplied by local vendors 
No 6 Cafe and Efes. It was a pleasure for 
the council to provide a basic picnic for 
the substantial number of cadet, scout 
and guide associations, who represented 
their respective organisations impeccably.

The presence of an authentic WWII 
military vehicle and period music by 
the Buntingford Community Choir and 
local vocalist Tammy TJ added to the 
celebratory mood.

Our branch of the Women’s Institute 
made significant contribution by baking 
an impressive commemorative cake for 
the event. So impressive and clearly made 
with thought and dedication, it bore no 
reflection to my expectations when I 
casually approached a member as said ‘ 
could you bake me a cake?”

At 8 o’clock, crowds moved to the 
memorial where we held a respectful 
and touching service, with prayers led 
by Deacon Paul from our local Catholic 
Church, an address by myself as Mayor 
on behalf of the council, proclamation 
and Kohima epitaph read by chair of 
the British Legion Mr Phil Hare. And 

finally, the reading of the official tribute 
by Deputy Lieutenant Janie Wentworth 
Stanley which followed the lighting of the 
beacon where she was assisted by Air 
cadet Cpl Baran Durgut.

The service also included brief interviews 
by the venerable Dave Austin of four VE 
Day veterans who provided insight to 
their recollections 80 years ago.

And if that was not enough, our Civic 
Society delivered an exhibition at the 
Manor House, not just for the day, but 
which ran over the weekend period, 
which was both tasteful and informative.

As Mayor, I wish to place on record my 
sincere gratitude to all who contributed 
and for demonstrating the strong 
community spirit we enjoy here in 
Buntingford. Importantly, I wish to thank 
you, the public, who fully embraced the 
event, making the hard work of those 
involved so worthwhile. Without your 
support, the event would have been 
just a good idea led by someone with a 
seriously questionable wardrobe choice!

Thank you all once again on behalf of 
myself and your Town Council.

Duncan - Town Mayor 

VE Day Celebrations in Buntingford
Duncan Wallace
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Friday 30th May to 
Sunday 8th 
June has been 
designated as 

Herts Rivers Week. I 
could list here all the 
wonderful works being 
carried out by our very 
own Herts & Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust and other 
NGO and volunteer 
groups on behalf of our 
local River Rib and other 
Herts rivers. But better 
still, why not take the 
opportunity to come 
see for yourself on 
Saturday the 7th June 
12 till 3pm. Buntingford 
volunteers regularly 
monitor the health of 
the river and we will 
be setting up a demo 
in Leyston Gardens 
(right next to the river) 
with gazebo, tables 
and yes, live aquatic 
invertebrates and 
anything else we might 
find, to show what some 
of us do on your (and 
our) behalf in our spare time.

If that tweaks your interest, then feel free 
to join us :  ‘RiverWatch - Buntingford’ 
is a closed WhatsApp group (over 50 
members) for announcing and organising 
volunteering events, and also a closed 
Facebook group (over 100 members) 
of the same name for those interested 
to know what is going on but less likely 
to join in with active events (- still very 
welcome of course). 

Dr Derrick Guyriverwatch 
buntingford

Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust, 
- Living Rivers Champion
love.your.chalk.stream@gmail.com

Derrick Guy, Herts & Middlesex Wildlife 
Trust, - Living Rivers Champion 
(volunteer)

Send a joining request to the WhatsApp 
and / or the Facebook group or contact 
me via email :    love.your.chalk.stream@
gmail.com
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Who are we?: Men and women 
from the local communities 
who get together to use 
existing skills, and learn new 

ones, to make and repair things There is 
no upper age requirement or specific skills 
needed but you must be over 18. We were 
originally  part funded by Braughing Parish 
Council as part of its overall wellbeing 
strategy and we received a grant from East 
Herts District Council.

Where we do it?: We meet on 
Wednesdays in a barn at Brook Cottage 
Farm Riding School, Furneux Pelham, SG9 
0LL, from noon until 4pm, although you 
can come and go within these core hours 
as you please, to fit in with your life.

Our aim: We provide a venue for local 
people to help relieve feelings of  
isolation,  create friendships and offer 
support while working on projects and 
share ideas with a cuppa and cake.

We make and repair items for sale, for 
charity, or to support residents or village 
community associations to build and 
mend items for themselves with help as 
required.  We do this through up-cycling 
using donated and reclaimed wood, 
pallets and other materials for projects.  
We may work with new materials as 
required.  We sell the items we make in 
order to be self-funding whilst making 
financial donations to local charities.  We 
make hedgehog houses, bat boxes, bird 
tables, bird feeders, bug hotels, wooden 
storage crates, garden planters etc., or 
whatever you want to make.

What do you need?:  You do not need to 
have any specialist skills but if you have 
any, they would be welcomed or you can 
come along and learn new skills.  You are 
free to make whatever you want.  You can 
either work alone or team up with others. 

The Braughing Shed Club is looking for new members

We use tools that belong to the club that 
have been kindly donated  and members 
often bring their own tools for particular 
projects . The club will buy tools as and 
when  required.

What does it cost?: The club cost £2.00 a 
week to go towards materials, such as 
nails, screws and tools and refreshments.

Want to find out more?:   
Contact Jacqui Thorne 

Email: Jacquithorne664@gmail.com  

Phone: 07557 966 526

Jacqui Thorne 
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www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk
01920 459 944

I’m moving and will be renting 
somewhere on my own for the first 
time. It feels like there’s so much to 
think about, I’m worried I’ll forget 

something important. Do you have 
any advice on what I should do when 
looking for a new home?

Most properties available for rent 
are listed online or with lettings 
agents. 

If you have the chance, renting 
directly from a landlord might be a bit 
cheaper before you move in, as they 
may ask for fewer references and you 
might not need to do a credit check. 
But you’ll have to deal with them directly 
if any issues arise during the tenancy. 
It’s worth noting some landlords use a 
lettings agent to find their tenants and 
then manage the properties themselves. 
If an agent is managing the property then 
you’ll deal with them rather than with the 
landlord directly, for instance, if you need 
to get any repairs done.

Beware rental fraudsters
Remember, never pay any money before 
you’ve seen the property as this is a 
common tactic used by rental fraudsters. 
If you can, take someone with you when 
viewing properties for a second opinion. 
If repairs are being done when you 
view a property, it’s a good idea to take 
pictures of the issues and follow up after 
the viewing with an email so you’ve got 
a record of the issues and that you were 
told they’d be sorted before you move in.

Things often happen very quickly when 
trying to find somewhere to rent so always 

ask the landlord or letting agent some key 
questions to make sure properties you’re 
considering are safe, affordable and meet 
your needs. 

Key questions to ask include: 
•	 How much is the rent? Is it payable 

monthly or weekly?

•	 How long is the tenancy for? 

•	 Are bills included in the rent?

•	 Are any appliances or furniture 
included?

•	 Is there a break clause allowing 
any fixed term to be ended early, 
if needed?

•	 Does the landlord need a guarantor?

•	 Is there a tenancy deposit, how much 
is it, and how will it be protected?

It’s also good to ask whether the tenancy 
is for a self-contained property, or 
whether there are shared facilities, 
whether or not it’s a joint tenancy with 
other people and, if relevant, if you can 
have pets. Make sure you’re happy with 
the arrangements.

Holding deposit?
Check if you’ll need to pay a holding 
deposit while the landlord carries 
out pre-tenancy checks. A deposit 
can’t be more than a week’s rent and 
should be returned to you at the start 
of the tenancy. You should also ask 
your landlord or letting agent what 
documents you'll need to provide when 
you agree to rent the property including 
evidence of your Right to Rent.
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Avoid subletting
Avoid ‘subletting’ which is when you rent 
directly from an existing tenant, as they 
might not have the landlord’s permission 
to rent to you, which could cause 
problems further down the line. If a tenant 
is showing you around the property on 
behalf of the landlord they should give you 
the landlord's contact details. 

If a landlord refuses to rent to you 
because of who you are, this may be 
discrimination - for example because of 
your race, religion or sexual orientation. 
A 'no kids policy' or refusing to rent to 
you because you get benefits could also 
be discrimination. You only need to tell 
a landlord or letting agent you receive 
benefits if they ask. 

Come and join us!
Citizens Advice East Herts is looking for 
general support volunteers in Buntingford. 
If you can use a computer, like office 
work, and can spare three hours a week, 
or more, please email Karyn at jonesk@
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk  Expenses 
will be paid and you’ll be working with a 
small but friendly and welcoming team. 
There are opportunities to work from our 
office in Buntingford and/or from home. 

A driver is also wanted to deliver items to 
our hubs and contact centres, throughout 
East Herts, on an ad hoc basis. Expenses 
will be paid. 

Come and join us. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

Would you be interested in donating your expertise & 
time as part of our Buntingford Repair Café, 

launching later this year? 
If so, we would love to hear from you! 

For more information contact Madela
email: madela1@hotmail.co.uk

phone: 07778 298605
The Buntingford Community Project

Upholstery
Carpentry/Woodwork
Electrical Appliances 
Mechanical
Bike Maintenance

Clothes alterations 
IT Assistance
Computers/phones
Tool Sharpening
Toys

Do you have any of the following repair skills?
Volunteers Wanted



14

2025 sees Hertfordshire Libraries 
celebrating its centenary, with a 
range of exciting events planned 
throughout the year across the 

county. Here at Buntingford, we will be 
holding a range events in the month of 
June, as well as throughout the year. 

On Friday 6th June (10am-12.15pm) we 
will host the Dancing Through the 
Decades workshop, a whistle-stop tour 
with Sam Moss through some of the most 
popular dance styles over the last century. 
Come along and try your hand (or your 
feet!) at everything from the Charleston, to 
rock ‘n’ roll, to disco, to 1980s musical film 
routines. 

Libraries have come a long way, and 
today’s spaces and the range of services 
we offer would undoubtedly blow 
the minds of those who established 
Hertfordshire Libraries in 1925. Our 
Library of the Future Lego Club Session 
on Friday 6th June (4-5pm) will see us 
inviting children to imagine what our 
libraries might look like in 2125, and to 
recreate this using Lego. 

We are very excited to welcome author 
and poet, Maggie Brookes-Butt, to the 
library for a Q&A, reading and open mic 
night on Tuesday 10th June at 7pm. At 

Celebrating a century of Herts Libraries
the Lipstick and Wishes evening, Maggie 
will be talking about the key themes in her 
poetry and novels, including the strength 
of women and hope in the power of love. 
The Q&A and reading will span her poetry 
collections, from ‘Lipstick’ to ‘Wish’, and 
her two historical fiction novels, ‘The 
Prisoner’s Wife’ and ‘Acts of Love and War’. 

Other centenary events taking place at 
Buntingford Library in June include our 
two special Baby Rhyme Time sessions 
(Monday 16th June at 10:30 and 11.30) 
and our Centenary Story Time on 
Thursday 19th June at 10.30. Both of 
these events are free of charge, but 
donations are welcomed. All children 
who attend the sessions will receive a 
commemorative certificate to mark the 
occasion. 

We have also been staging a 100-day 
poetry festival. Not only have we seen a 
number of poets visiting libraries across 
the county for reading and open mic 
sessions, but we are also encouraging 
our customers to enter into the spirit with 
the 100-word poem challenge, open 
to adults and children. Poems should 
be 100 words long exactly and should 
explore one or more of the following 
themes: libraries, creativity and reading 
for pleasure. The deadline for entries is 
21st June, and they should be submitted 
using the following link: https://surveys.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/100wordpoem.

We will also have a memory book at the 
library throughout June, and we would 
love it if you could jot down your 
reflections on libraries or your memories 
of using them. This could be a memory 
from childhood, or another stage of 
your life, or just some thoughts on what 
libraries mean to you. 

If you’d like to know anything more about 
these events, our weekly events, or our 

Telephone Enquiries: 0300 123 4049 | www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
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services and resources in general, 
please do drop in and have a chat with 
us, or follow us on our Buntingford 
Library Facebook account. We are 
always pleased to hear from you. 

June 2025: Key dates
Dancing Through the Decades 
workshop with Sam Moss – Friday 
6th June, 10am-12.15pm. Tickets: £5. 
Available from Buntingford Library or 
online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
services/libraries-and-archives/events-
and-things-to-do/buntingford

Library of the Future Lego Club 
session – Friday 6th June, 4pm-5pm. 
£4.40 per child. Please book through 
Buntingford Library.  

Lipsticks and Wishes Q&A, reading 
and open mic with author and poet, 
Maggie Brookes-Butt – Tuesday 10th 
June, 7pm-8pm. Tickets: £5. Available 
from Buntingford Library or online at 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ services/
libraries-and-archives/events-and-
things-to-do/buntingford

Centenary Baby Rhyme Time - 
Monday 16th June, 10:30 and 11.30. 
Free of charge, donations welcome.

Centenary Story Time – Thursday 19th 
June, 10:30. Free of charge, donations 
welcome. 

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY 
77 High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AE

Opening Times: 	
Mon, Tue, Thur 10 – 17:30 
Fri 14:00  – 17:30  
Sat 9:00 – 13:00

Regular events: Baby Rhyme Time: 
Mondays at 10.30 and 11.30; Jigsaw 
and Cards: Tuesday at 10.30; Story 
Time: Thursday at 10.30; Lego Club: 
Fridays at 4pm. 
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I have read lots of lovely messages on 
Facebook about the Buntingford 
Daffodils saying how nice they were 
and how much they are missed so I 

thought that perhaps now is the time 
to explain how they came to be there.

I was a Buntingford Town Councillor 
from 1999-2016 and in 2001 I saw an 
advertisement for ‘free daffodils to 
decorate your town or village for the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee.’ So I ordered a 
bag, gathered half a dozen friends, and 
one Sunday morning in the October, my 
husband Norman dug the holes and we 
planted the bulbs along the bank to the 
right of the entrance to Snells Mead.

The result was so beautiful that we repeated 
it over the next few years and in 2017 (see 
photo) they had grown into a lovely display 
- (sadly some of the grass cutters employed 
by the County Council couldn’t be bothered 
to steer round the later groups and mowed 
them down so these displays weren’t as 
nice as the first ones.)

Daffodils leaves need to be left to die 
naturally as they provide the food for 
next year’s bulbs so we planted the bulbs 
in groups to help with the grass cutting – 
I popped five bulbs in each hole and my 
ladies filled the holes in.

When the work started on the Shared 
Footpath I spoke to the people in 
charge of the work and said that if they 
were going to dig up the bulbs would 
they put them on my front lawn so that 
I could distribute them, as these were 
‘Queen Elizabeth’s Daffodils.’ They later 
came back to me and said they wouldn’t 
be digging them up. Unfortunately they 
buried the bulbs deep under so much soil 
that they were unable to grow through.

I think a few new daffs were planted (and 
wild flower seed sown) and some of our 
‘Queen Elizabeth Daffodils’ did make 
an appearance but this week our grass 
verges have been cut including the 
daffodils. As the leaves have not been 
left to die back naturally, the display 
next year will be impoverished.

I do not know what company was given 
the task of ‘landscaping’ these banks 
but I personally would suggest that if 
a group of local people, who have a 
genuine interest in their own community, 
came forward, applied for grants to buy 
more daffs and planted them themselves, 
these banks could be returned, not just 
to their previous glory, but even better.

The Buntingford Daffodils
Jean Cook

The Buntingford Journal can also be 
purchased from:
THE CO-OP, BUDGENS/POST OFFICE

LOCKS, STOCK & MORE, MARK DOEL 
BUTCHERS, THE CHEESE PLATE, KIM 
on the CARD STALL

The Buntingford Journal is produced 
and distributed by the Buntingford 
Civic Society, who was established 
in 1971 with the aim of improving the 
fabric of the Town. Annual household 
membership is just £10 and includes 
delivery of the Buntingford Journal (10 
issues a year) to your door. If you would 
like to join the Civic Society, you can 
download an application form from the 
BCS website: www.buntingfordcivic.
org.uk or email the Membership 
Secretary, Peter Hay, at membership@
buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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                                      The Buntingford Daffodils 
I have read lots of lovely messages on Facebook about the Buntingford Daffodils saying           
how nice they were and how much they are missed so I thought that perhaps now is the  
time to explain how they came to be there. 

I was a Buntingford Town Councillor from 1999-2016 and in 2001 I saw an advertisement 
 for ‘free daffodils to decorate your town or village for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.’  So I  
ordered a bag, gathered half a dozen friends, and one Sunday morning in the October,  
my husband Norman dug the holes and we planted the bulbs along the bank to the right  
of the entrance to Snells Mead.                                                                                                                                 2001: Planting the daffs – Jeni Hornby, unknown, Val Reedman, Carole  

The result was so beautiful that we repeated it over the next few years and in 2017                                                           Burroughes, Jean Cook, Marilyn Cantor, Corinne Matus 
(see photo) they had grown into a lovely display - (sadly some of the grass cutters employed  
by the County Council couldn’t be bothered to steer round the later groups and mowed them    
down so these displays weren’t as nice as the first ones.) 

Daffodils leaves need to be left to die naturally as they provide the food for next year’s bulbs  
so we planted the bulbs in groups to help with the grass cutting – I popped five bulbs in each  
hole and my ladies filled the holes in. 

When the work started on the Shared Footpath I spoke to the people in charge of the work                               2002: Spring – the first   ↑ 
and said that if they were going to dig up the bulbs would they put them on my front lawn                                                  flowers            → 
so that I could distribute them, as these were ‘Queen Elizabeth’s Daffodils.’ They later came                         
back to me and said they wouldn’t be digging them up. Unfortunately they buried the bulbs                                
deep under so much soil that they were unable to grow through. 

I think a few new daffs were planted (and wild flower seed sown) and some of our ‘Queen                               2017: Spring -  established     
Elizabeth Daffodils’ did make an appearance but this week our grass verges have been cut                                                   flowers             ↓ 
including the daffodils. As the leaves have not been left to die back naturally, the display                    
next year will be impoverished. 

I do not know what company was given the task of ‘landscaping’ these banks but I personally  
would suggest that if a group of local people, who have a genuine interest in their own  
community, came forward, applied for grants to buy more daffs and planted them themselves,                        
these banks could be returned, not just to their previous glory, but even better.  

                                                                                                                                               Jean Cook  
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www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford
Jean Cook

Membership of the u3a is open to 
anyone not in full time occupation. 

We meet at the Seth Ward 
Community Centre on the Second 

Monday of the month - 1.30pm
Please visit our website for news and 

details of all our groups. 
www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford 
- New members always welcome.

Christmas is always a very busy 
time for everyone so some of 
our groups choose to meet for 
a meal at a different time of the 

year and one of those group is Mah Jong.  
Recently they enjoyed a lovely meal and 
get together at the Bull, Cottered.  

Our Speaker for Monday 9th June is 
Mike Barbakoff: “Bletchley Park WW2 
History” – Mike, a volunteer Guide will 
tell us about the Code Breakers.

The Mah Jonh Group at The Bull, Cottered :- 

Liz Cooper (Group Leader), Jenny Newington, Dinah Geere, Mike Cooper (Group Leader), 
Evelyn Smith, Val Reedman, Barbara Watkins, Maggie Bell, Graham Frary, Lesley Stevens, 
Carolyn Pryor, Annie Austin, Marion Ling, Anne Moore (hidden), Ann Brunt, Howard Baker, 
Sue Hounslow, Alma Andrews, 

11th June 2-4pm

Reed Village Hall

Speaker : Amanda Sutherland 

“ Re-use, recreate and restyle  
your wardrobe”

£3 entrance tea/coffee.

reed garden club
Sue Huggins
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, 4th June
At: The URC Hall, Baldock Road
Doors open: 7:45pm for 8pm start

Buntingford gardener's club

Strawberries you say… in June? 

With the weather on our side then yes, you 
can start enjoying British grown 
Strawberries. It’s also that time of the year to 
add some colour to your garden borders. 

The start of June is the perfect time to plant 
out summer bedding plants as the risk of 
frost has usually passed. When planting 
outside, make sure they’re sitting in some 
good compost and treat them to some 
plant feed during the growing season.

This month we are pleased to have Louise 
Vickers who started our local lavender 
farm, Mentley Lane Lavender Farm. 
Louise will be talking about her work on 
the farm and there will be produce to 
purchase. The farm is located just off the 
A10 at Great Munden, Ware and open 
throughout the summer to visit.

Our meetings 
are monthly and always on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month, apart from 
January and August when we don’t have 
meetings.

We like to  book interesting speakers 
throughout the year, giving talks 
on relevant subjects, as well as 
demonstrations, outings and socials 
with quizzes. Not forgetting our monthly 
competitions too!

Annual membership cost is only £20. Your 
always welcome to come along on a night 
of your choosing if you wish instead for 
just £3. 

If you would like any more information, 
then please contact our secretary by 
telephone on: 07757 259 689

Hope to see you there.

The VE day celebration on the 8th 
May was a great success and a 
great opportunity for the Choir to 
once again sing at a community 

event in Buntingford. We were absolutely 
delighted when we were invited to be 
part of the celebration. 

The event gave us an opportunity to sing 
some well-known Second World War 
songs plus a Military Medley of popular 
songs from the era. In between we did 
manage to sing three songs that are part 
of our current repertoire, which seemed 
to go down well with the audience. We 
also proudly led the congregation at 

the service with the hymn “I vow to thee 
my country” and the National Anthem. I 
would like to give special thanks to the 
organising committee lead by Duncan 
Wallace, to Paul Hutton for being our 
Sound engineer, to Steven Berkeley at St 
Peters for allowing us to use the Church as 
a base for the evening, and especially to 
Jean for the tea and wonderful cakes.

If you are saw us on the night and would 
be interested in singing with us either just 
turn up to Millfield School in Monks Walk 
on a Monday evening at 7:20 for a 7:30 
start, or email us at the address above.

Paul Webster

www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
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Our May meeting was 
somewhat different this 
year – we joined everyone 
at the VE Day celebrations 

on Market Hill.  We proudly displayed 
the beautiful commemorative cake 
which was home made by one of our 
members, Joan, and cut by our Mayor 
and I hope you all managed to get 

a piece..  The 
cake really was 
a work of art so 
well done Joan!

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday June 12th at 7:15pm for 
7:30pm at the URC Hall (opposite 
Budgens) and our guest will be 
Sherry Hostler, who is making a 
return visit to us.    Her talk this time 
is entitled ‘If Books can kill’. Visitors 
are welcome to all our meetings so 
if you are new to Buntingford (and 
even if you’re not!)  just turn up on 
the night and come to see what 
Buntingford W.I. is all about. 

Reed Church events
Liz Jakeman

Our events in June follow each 
other in quick succession so 
we have decided to hold them 
all in the beautiful grounds of 

St Mary’s, Reed. Please note that this is a 
change of location for our Jazz event.

Strawberry Tea Saturday
14th June 2pm - 5pm 
An afternoon of family fun including a 
wide range of stalls, children’s games 
and a bouncy castle will be held in the 
churchyard. Besides the usual cakes, 
strawberries and cream, scones, cakes 
and savoury items, there will be a licensed 
bar selling Pimms and Prosecco. Visitors 
are invited to stay beyond 5pm to enjoy 
the summer sunshine.

Soup Lunch Friday 
27th June     12 noon – 2pm
Our June Soup Lunch will be held in the 
churchyard to take advantage of the 

warmer weather. Do join us for the usual 
homemade soup, bread and cheese, and 
delicious homemade cake.

Jazz at Reed Church     
Sunday 29th June 12 noon – 4pm
Music will be provided by the Rockin’ 
Chair Band. Listen while you enjoy a 
delicious buffet lunch with drinks from the 
licensed bar. Tickets cost £25 for adults 
and £5 for children and are available 
from (stmarysreed.sumupstore.com) or by 
contacting Liz Jakeman 07596 597042.

 As always, if you need further information 
about any of our events, please look out 
for details on our Facebook page; on 
posters around the village; on the Reed 
Village WhatsApp group; and via the 
Reed Parish Council (reedparishcouncil.
co.uk). We look forward to seeing you and 
thank you all for your continuing support.

Reed and Buckland PCC
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buntingford school of dance
Zoë Eaglesfield www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk
      Buntingford School of Dance |       buntingfordschoolofdance

As we prepare for our show 
‘Dancing Through Life’ 
on Sunday 8th June at 
South Mill Arts, Bishop’s 

Stortford, here are some photos of 
our classes rehearsing.

We hold classes in the centre of 
Buntingford for all ages from toddlers 
to adults and offer Baby Boppers, 
Ballet, Commercial, Modern/Jazz 
and Tap. If you wish to trial/register 
for classes, please use the QR 
code below to register or for more 
information email us.
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Buntingford Bowls Club
Dave Murphy

Buntingford Bowls Club held its two 
annual open days on May Bank 
Holiday weekend.

27 members of the public came 
along and had an enjoyable introduction 
to the sport. 

Cindy Greaves, who recently passed her 
level 1 coaching badge, ran the days, 
helped by coaches, Richard Foster, David 
Bantick, Colin Clear and Dave Murphy 
and other members of the club. 

Many showed a keen interest to return to 
our 4 free coaching lessons over the 
coming weeks. In fact 20 came to the first 
coaching session on the 6th. 

We would like to thank all those for 
coming and making the weekend so 
successful and hoping many continue 
and join the club.

It’s official. It is the end of the world as 
we know it – and what better way to 
spend the last night on Earth than 
down the pub taking part in a quiz? 

Landlady Kathy and quizmaster Rav are 
hosting, but with an asteroid racing 
towards us, things take a wild turn. 
Unexpected guests Bobby, ready to settle 
old scores, and Fran, searching for one 
last shot at love, bring chaos and comedy 
to the night.

Alison Carr's "The Last Quiz Night on 
Earth" is a ground breaking immersive 
comedy-drama that encourages YOU to 
be part of the action.

We’re turning the Bunters Suite upstairs 
at Seth Ward Community Centre into The 
Four Horsemen pub, with the audience 
seated at quiz tables of four, a licensed 
bar, and complimentary bar snacks on the 
tables. Join in a real interactive pub quiz 
where you'll team up with others on your 
table, answer questions and be part of 
the last quiz night on Earth.

Join us for a very different performance 
where we change almost everything we 
have done before. 

Tickets available at www.
buntingforddrama.uk and Sanctuary 
Estate Agents on the High Street.

Buntingford Dramatic Society presents 
Last Quiz Night In Earth
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Connor Williams isabelhospice.org.uk

Help Isabel Hospice 
Protect End-of-Life Care 
Amidst National Hospice 
Funding Crisis
Isabel Hospice is urgently 
appealing for community 
support to protect its vital 
end-of-life care services as a 
nationwide hospice funding 
crisis continues to deepen. 

While the cost of running the 
hospice has surged —driven 
by the sharp increase in 
national insurance and energy 
costs to name a few – the 
government funding that covers just 30% 
of Isabel Hospice’s costs has remained 
stagnant for the last two years.

Helen Glenister, CEO of Isabel Hospice, 
said:

“Every day, our dedicated team of nurses 
and doctors witness the profound 
impact our care has on patients and 
their loved ones. But right now, we are 
facing a national hospice funding crisis 
that threatens our ability to continue 
providing this essential support. 

“We are doing everything in our power to 
beat this crisis, but we urgently need the 

Isabel Hospice Nurse, Jess, caring for her patient, Jennifer.

community’s help to bridge the immediate 
gap we face and ensure that no one has to 
face life’s hardest chapter alone.”

Isabel Hospice’s Cost of Caring Urgent 
Appeal seeks to raise funds to help keep 
it’s vital services running. 

Just £28 could pay for an hour of nursing 
care. To donate, please call Isabel Hospice 
on 01707 954850 or visit isabelhospice.
org.uk/CostOfCaring. Every pound will 
help local families by protecting their 
access to vital end-of-life care.

Summer Time is here. Time to 
think about booking trips to 
the coast so why not join the 
SENIOR  CITIZENS' CLUB for 

tea coffee and bingo.

THE BUNTINGFORD SENIOR CITIZENS' CLUB
We meet every Monday (except Bank 
Holidays)  1:30pm for 2pm in the 
Church Hall opposite The Post Office 
in Baldock Road.

For more information please call Val on: 01763 272019
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Joanne Willett, Trustee
jwillett@wardfremanpool.org

WardFremanPool
www.wardfremanpool.org

The first thing to mention is the 
great success of the Home 
Start Aquathon! As planned, 
we certainly were the team 

who displayed the most swimming 
styles from Aquacise to Waterpolo!  
£1080 was raised by our intrepid band 
of swimmers who braved the slightly 
chilly water of Royston swimming pool 
on the 27th April. A big thank you 
must go to all who sponsored us. The 
money raised will be divided between 
ourselves and Home Start, the charity 
who organised the event. 

The Pool Group had a meeting with 
officials and councillors from both the 
county and district council on 8th May 
at which we presented our updated 
business plan and requested that a lease 
on the pool be granted. Following this, 
the county council will be consulting 
specialists in the field regarding the 
plan’s feasibility, before compiling a 
report to be presented to the newly 
appointed Resources and Performance 
Cabinet in July. It is at that meeting that 
we are expecting a decision to be made 
regarding the grant of a lease for the 
pool to the Pool Group. We are confident 
that our business plan is robust and will 
provide a long term future for the pool.

It is not yet clear which of the newly 
elected county councilors will be chosen 
to make up this committee, so in the 
meantime do please, if you can, contact 
your new county councillor on our behalf 
and raise the issue of the pool’s future with 
them. (Terry.Smith@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
for Buntingford Division).

Without a lease on the building, we 
cannot undertake any of the plans we 
have been working on. Several grant 
providing organisations also require a 
lease to be in place for us to apply for 
funding. It is therefore crucial that a 
lease is granted as soon as possible. 

Once the county council agrees to lease 
the pool to our charity we will require 
professional support to negotiate and 
complete the legal process. If you have 
the skills to help with this we would love 
to hear from you. The less money we 
have to pay for professional services, the 
more we can spend on refurbishing the 
pool!   Similarly we would also like to hear 
from anyone with project management 
experience who could oversee the 
refurbishment process. 

As the summer approaches, do look out 
for us at the local village fairs and the 
Braughing Wheelbarrow race where we 
will again be selling second hand books 
(please get in touch if you’ve got any to 
donate) and our exclusive shopping bags. 
There aren’t many left so get in quick!  



26

buntingford local history group
Carol Emery buntingfordlocalhistorygroup@hotmail.com

This month’s talk was inspired when 
I read that The White Hart in 
Puckeridge had closed its doors. 
It got me thinking how many pubs 

had closed their doors over the years, 
so the research began. It is believed that 
monks brewed some of the first ale as 
it was safer than water which was drunk 
straight from an often contaminated well. 
During the 16th and 17th Century hops 
were added to the brew and it became 
more popular. In the 18th and 19th 
century during the industrial revolution 
the brewing process became mechanised 
and different beers were produced on a 
commercial basis. 

There were a variety of different sorts of 
pubs. Inns usually provided 
accommodation for guests as well as 
serving all forms of alcohol. Most of these 
were originally on coaching routes where 
coaches could stop, change horses and 
get food and refreshment.

Public houses were licensed to sell spirits 
as well as beer and cider. Following the 
Beer house act of 1830 any rate payer 
could sell beer and cider from their own 
domestic dwelling after paying a license 
fee of £2 guineas. There was no duty 
payable on beer in an attempt to cut the 
consumption of spirits especially gin which 
was a favourite of the very poor as it was 
cheap, often distilled in dirty backstreets 
and containing very dangerous 
ingredients, it would get the consumer 
drunk very quickly and for a time would 
make them oblivious to their poor lives.

Buntingford had many pubs that are now 
long gone. In the High Street there 
was The Bell, The George, Indian Star, 
Carpenters Arms, The Globe, The Angel, 
White Hart, Cock Inn, and The Swan. 

There was the Windmill, off London Road, 
Adam and Eve and The Railway both in 
Station Road, Waggon and Horses (now 
Bridewell House), The Kings Head (stood 
where the Manor House is) and finally the 
Jolly Sailors.

Aspenden had the Red Lion which burnt 
down in 1917. At first it was thought the 
landlady Mrs Brightling had died in the 
fire but her body was never found. A 
further search of the remains of the pub 
where the earth and ashes were sieved 
revealed no sign of her body. No one 
could give an explanation as to what 
happened to her. 

In Cottered, there was The Chequers, 
which changed its name to The Bell at 
some stage. This is now a private house 
and opposite that was the Old Off License 
that also sold beer to be consumed on 
the premises. The Bell closed in the 
1990’s and the Off License in the 1950’s.

In Hare Street and the Hormead’s they had 
The Swan which closed in about 1909.

The Bell which straddled the parishes of 
Great Hormead and Layston, ceased to 
trade in about 1930 but changed to a 
sweet shop and also sold milk from the 
cows kept in the back garden of  
the building.

The Bell
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In the 1500’s there was another one called 
The Three Jolly Butchers which was a 
timber framed building that caught fire in 
1890 and burnt down. It was replaced by 
a brick-built pub that called itself the Jolly 
Butchers. That closed in 1960 and is now 
a private house. The last one was the Red 
Lion which only lasted from 1854 closing 
in 1878.

In the parish of Thunderidge the White 
Hind is at 54 Ermine Street, but closed 
and is now a private house. 

At 18 Ermine Street there was the Windmill 
presumably as this is at a high point in 
the village there was originally a windmill 
nearby. The following have also been long 
gone, The George near 15 Ermine Street, 
The Bull that was close to 32 Ermine 
Street, The Wrestlers near the river, and 
the White Swan which was opposite the 
Sow and Pigs (now called Malton’s). 

The Anchor closed its doors a few years 
ago and was up for sale at £800,000. 
It was them reduced to £600,000 with 
permission to convert it into 2 houses.

The next parish is Standon, and the White 
Horse, High Cross, built in the 17th 
century closed its doors in 2017 and is 
now a private house. The White Horse.

The Lamb and Flag in Colliers End was 
bought originally by The Ware Charity 
Trustees but in 1890 it was given as an 
endowment for Ware Grammer School. 
Many years later it became a Thai/ 
Chinese restaurant but that to has closed.

Continues >

The Swan The White Hind

The White Horse

In Barwick the Smokeless Powder 
Company bought a lease of 126 acres 
in 1888 and the company set about 
building a factory to produce smokeless 
gun powders for the munitions industry. 
Their product was so popular they were 
supplying companies such as Remington, 
Winchester, Kynoch, Eley and the Royal 
Small Arms with powder for their gun 
cartridges. In addition, they manufactured 
powder for torpedoes, artillery shells 
and for mine blasting. They changed the 
name of the company many times over 
the years but continued to make and 
supply highly sought after smokeless 
powder. Along with the factory the built 
a pub called the Factory Arms but later 
renamed The Duke of Wellington. The 
company eventually closed as a munitions 
manufacturer and at auction a man 
called Harry Sears bought 33 acres with 
buildings and produced the snaps for 
Christmas crackers. Eventually that closed 
as well, and the pub closed in the 1990 
and is now a private house.
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buntingford local history group cont...

In Standon village there used to be at 
least 3 pubs now all closed. The Windmill, 
the Falcon, and the Red Lion. 

Moving now to Chipping, as well as The 
Countryman originally called the Red 
Lion, it closed as a pub in 2020 and is 
now a tea room. The Royal Oak a few 
yards away from the Countryman was 
demolished after closing in 1995 and is 
now a small housing development called 
Royal Oak Close.

Further up the A10 towards Royston was 
the White Horse which stood on the west 
side of the A10at Buckland. The landlord 
from 1910 was Edmund Cole and family. 
His wife Martha died in 1917 and her 
sister Emily Preston came to look after 
the 2 young children. Her bedroom was 
on the top right of the picture and she 
hated the squeaking noise the pub sign 
made in the wind. To stop the noise, she 
kept a goose feather tied to a stick which 
she dipped in oil and hanging out of the 
window would oil the sign at night to stop 
the noise. 

This picture shows how narrow the A10 
was originally so the pub along with 
another called the Chequers and the 
houses on the west side of the road were 
all demolished in the 1960’s to widen the 
road and the new  council houses were 
built further back from the road.

The Duke of Wellington The White Horse

Royston, another coaching stop had 
about 55 pubs and beer houses over 
the years. Only a few remain whilst 
several new ones have appeared they 
are more like restaurants than drinking 
establishments. 

Ware was also a stopping point for 
coaches and according to a post in 
the Old Bulls Head there were over 
130 different pubs over the years. This 
number has been disputed by a local 
historian who thinks 61 is a more realistic 
number. Again, only about 11 are now in 
existence, and some of them appear to 
be new establishments.

Within parish of Little Munden, at Green 
End there was the Red Lion, the Bell and 
the Rest and Welcome at Haultwick all 
disappeared sometime ago and the Boot 
at Dane End closed last year.

In Great Munden, the Three Horse Shoes 
at Nasty, at Levens Green it was the 
Horse and Groom again closed sometime 
ago. My favourite was the Plough at 
Herringworth Hall. This pub was due 
to close and was put up for sale by the 
brewery. Mr Carrington bought it with 
the intention of turning it into a house 
for his family. The locals protested and 
persuaded him to keep it open which he 
did. His son Gerald Carrington was an 
organ builder and in 1965 when he took 
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Our next meeting will be on the 10th 
June at 2pm but the venue will in future 
be the UNTITED REFORM CHURCH 
HALL IN BALDOCK ROAD. The price 
is still £2 per person which will include 
tea or coffee. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there.

over the pub, he bought a Compton 
organ that had been in The Gaumont 
Theatre in Finchley. He enlarged the 
lounge area and installed the organ. 
This became a great attraction which 
unfortunately I never witnessed with 
people coming from great distances to 
see it in action. When Gerald died in 
1982 it was bought several times with the 
organ remaining in use. The final owners 
in the 2000’s finally closed the doors 
with the organ being sold. The pub was 
demolished and new houses erected on 
the land. 

Government statistics state that in 2024 
34 pubs a month closed their doors 
either to be sold or let as going concerns 
or to be turned into private houses or 
new developments. Many publicans put 
this down to the rising costs of utilities, 
the increase in national insurance 
contributions and the general cost of 
living stopping customers from going out 
so much. How much longer will the very 
British institution be able to survive.

The A10 at Buckland

The Plough

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN 
VENUE FOR OUR MEETINGS...
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the hundred parishes society
www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Ken McDonald, Secretary

We know that being outside 
is good for our wellbeing, 
both mental and physical. 
Besides the open 

countryside, we are fortunate in The 
Hundred Parishes to have parks and 
gardens where we can walk, sit and 
enjoy nature. I will mention just a few.

Bridge End Gardens in Saffron Walden 
was created by a local businessman and 
Quaker, Francis Gibson, in the 1840s. 
It is now managed by Saffron Waldon 
Town Council. Delights to explore 
include the hedge maze, rose garden 
and Dutch garden.

The Gardens of Easton Lodge in Little 
Easton have limited opening hours 
which can be found on our website 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk. They 
were designed by Harold Peto in 1902 
for the Countess of Warwick who lived 
at Easton Lodge. 

In Sawbridgeworth, Pishiobury Park was 
redesigned by Capability Brown in the 
18th century as an enclosed park. It is a 
registered historic park and includes wet 
woodland, grazed fields, an oak walk, 
meadows and part of the River Stort.

Birchanger Wood comprises 69 acres of 
ancient coppiced woodland, managed 
and owned by the Birchanger Wood 
Trust. Three miles of all-weather, 
wheelchair-friendly paths make it easy 
to explore.

In Stansted Mountfitchet, the Aubrey 
Buxton Nature Reserve is a 25 acre 
woodland with six man-made ponds. 
It was originally part of the park and 

garden of 
Aubrey Buxton’s 
house. He was a co-founder of the 
World Wildlife Trust and donated the 
land to Essex Wildlife Trust. Today you 
can enjoy circular walks passing the 
ponds through the wood.

June is the month when many private 
gardens open to the public, even 
groups of gardens in Duxford and 
Ickleton – details appear on the What’s 
On section of our website.

We hope you enjoy the summer and 
explore some of our wonderful parks 
and gardens.

Little Easton - Gardens of Easton Lodge

Sawbridgeworth - Pishiobury Park
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Saffron Walden - Bridge End Gardens

Birchanger - Birchanger Wood Saffron Walden - the gardens of 
Audley End House

Much Hadham - Henry Moore Foundation in Perry Green -
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David Woollcombe
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Charity Bingo 
Night 

Join us at Melwood Grange Care Home for our Bingo Night 
Fundraiser in suppprt of the Home-Start charity. 

Melwood Grange, Desborow Lane, Royston, Herts. SG8 7FR 

Enjoy exciting bingo games, tasty refreshments and great 
entertainment, all whilst helping to support children and 
families in the local community. 

Contact us

Thursday 5th June  
From 6:30pm  

£10 per person 

Tickets are £10 per person with all proceeds going to 
Home-Start. Additional bingo sheets can be purchased 
for £2 each.

01763 321420  |  melwood@quantumcare.co.uk 
quantumcare.co.uk  

To book, please scan the QR code which will take 
you directly to our event on Ticket Tailor.

Residential Care  |  Dementia Care  |  Respite Care  |  Nursing Care  |  Day Care 

Our September Course Is The Collapse Of The USSR Through  
The Witness Eyes
Our Tutor is  Marina Burrell
The Course Starts on:  
Wednesday 10th September 
2025

The dissolution of the 
Soviet Union was one 
of the most significant 
events of the 20th 

century. What caused the 
largest Communist empire to 
collapse? What did democracy 
and market economy bring to 
ordinary Russian people?

Based on the Lecturer’s 
experience, including the 
case studies on the Baltic 
States, Kazakhstan and the 
Caucasus, illustrated with 
period artefacts and videos, 
the course also encourages its 
participants to discuss current 
affairs and relate Russia’s 
recent past to its present.

BALFF- BUNTINGFORD ADULT LEARNING FOR FUN
Wednesday Lectures start 
at 10.30am.   Coffee 
is served before the 
meeting from 10.00am.   
Any further information 
please phone Julia 
Peacock on 01763-
272584  or Joan Jones 
01763-273341
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Regular Events
Monthly Bible Study

We are holding a new Ecumenical Bible Study on the first Wednesday of each month.

We will meet for lunch from 12.30 and our bible study will run from 1.00 – 2.00 pm.

Entitled Influential Women we will look at the stories of the women of the New Testament. Some 
only get a brief mention and we may not remember them, others have played a significant part in 

the life of the early church. All of them have story to tell us.

Coffee & Company
Meets every Thursday, 10:30am to 12:30pm, in the URC Church Hall. If you’re elderly, 
living alone, new to the area, perhaps working from home, and would like some company, come 
along to share Coffee, Cake, Company and Chat. All are welcome. Just turn up and give a small 

donation for the refreshments.

christ church
Baldock Road, Buntingford. SG9 9AA
www.buntingfordurc.org.uk

URCbuntingford

Minister: Rev.Sue Fender 
revsuefender@gmail.com | 01223 375 588

Secretary: Peter Godbert 
buntingford.urc@talktalk.net | 01763 281 359

SERVICES at 11am / JUNIOR CHURCH IN THE HALL at 11am

June		  1	 Holy Communion		 Rev John Proctor

		  8	 Morning Worship		 Richard Lewney

		  15	 Morning Worship		 Rev Allen Morton

		  22	 Morning Worship		 Rev Sue Fender

		  29	 Morning Worship		 Rev Sue Fender

July		  4	 Holy Communion		 Rev Sue Fender
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It’s been a busy and exciting few 
weeks at Attend2Health! We’re 
pleased to announce the addition 
of a new treatment now available 

at the clinic – Lymphatic Drainage 
Massage.

This gentle, soothing massage helps 
stimulate the lymphatic system, 
aiding the body in removing waste 
and toxins more efficiently. Lymphatic 
drainage can be focused on the face, 
helping reduce puffiness under the 
eyes and around the chin, while also 
improving skin tone and complexion. 
Alternatively, it can be applied to the 
whole body, supporting detoxification 
and promoting deep relaxation. 
Appointments are available on 
Tuesday and Friday mornings – do 
get in touch if you’d like to find out 
more or book a session.

We also loved seeing the local 
community come together for the VE 
Day celebrations. A special shout-
out to our wonderful receptionist, 
Caroline, who took part in the choir 
and helped bring some beautiful 
music to the occasion!

On Saturday 10th May, our 
chiropractors Homam, Ashleigh and 
Louise enjoyed a fantastic day at the 
Barkway Village Market. They met lots 
of friendly faces and shared advice 
on managing back and neck pain. 
It was a brilliant event with a lovely 
atmosphere – thank you to everyone 
who stopped by!
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CONTACT DETAILS
website: www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-012BK/ 
email: unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com | 07484 345 027 
C/O St Peter’s Church, Chapel End, Buntingford, SG9 9AL

      unitededbenefice |      UnitedBeneficeABW

United Benefice of Aspenden,  
Buntingford & Westmill
Reverend Kirsty Wainwright 

Sunday 1st 9:30am All Age Worship St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

9:30am Morning Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden

11:00am Holy Communion *Edwinstree Middle School

Sunday 8th 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

9:30am All Age Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden

11:00am All Age Worship *Edwinstree Middle School

Sunday 15th 9:30am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden

11:00am Holy Communion *Edwinstree Middle School

Sunday 22nd 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

No Service St Mary's Aspenden

11:00am Morning Worship *Edwinstree Middle School

Sunday 29th 9:30am Benefice Together Holy 
Communion

*Edwinstree Middle School

OUR SERVICES FOR JUNE 2025

Please visit our website for the latest information about our services, events and courses 
and you can also follow us on our social media channels.
Direct links to our 3 church Service and Event pages:
St Mary’s Aspenden: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7834/service-and-events/events-all/
St Peter’s Buntingford: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7839/service-and-events/events-all/
St Mary the Virgin Westmill: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7851/service-and-events/events-all/

*Please note whilst St Peter’s will be closed as restoration works are being carried out, 
our ministry and mission will continue.  Our weekly Sunday services will relocate to 
Edwinstree Middle School, Norfolk Road, SG9 9AW.  For further information about 
the restoration project please visit our website.
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Monday Morning Coffee at The Crown Pub
10am – 12pm (except bank holidays). The Crown Pub has kindly offered us the space 
to continue offering Tea, Coffee and biscuits whilst our restoration works are being 
carried out.  All welcome.

Prayer for Buntingford Walk

A time of open, informal prayer 
for the town and local 
community. Held 8:15am – 
8:45am weekly on Fridays. 

Meeting at 8:15am outside  St Peter’s Church, 
join us for a Prayer Walk around Buntingford.

update on Regular Events during restoration
Morning Prayer 
9am Every Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings, we pray together 
via Zoom using the Church of 

England Daily Prayer book, with bible readings, 
a reflection and a psalm.  It is a quiet, gentle 
gathering to prepare for the day ahead.  Please 
contact us for the link.

The Buntingford Journal is 
delivered FREE to members of 
the Buntingford Civic Society, or it 
can be purchased from:

THE CO-OP 

LOCKS, STOCK & MORE 

MARK DOEL BUTCHERS 

BUDGENS/POST OFFICE

THE CHEESE PLATE

KIM on the CARD STALL at 
Buntingford Market
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Or confidential email: kim@mailpurple.org

Call freephone 08 088 088 088
Monday to Friday: 9am–9pm    Weekends: 9am–4pm

hertsdomesticabusehelpline.org

Registered charity no. 1184899 *Captive and Controlled, commissioned by Julia Mulligan, Chair of the National Rural Crime Network & Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for North Yorkshire. 

But we can and we are 
here to help.

In the country
no one can
hear you
scream.

Victims of domestic abuse in more rural areas 
are often unprotected and isolated from help. 
A 2019 report* into domestic abuse in Yorkshire 
highlighted a number of shocking facts, 
including that the more rural the setting, the 
higher the risk of harm to the victim.

If someone you know is causing you harm or 
distress – or if you are worried about a family 
member or friend – you can call or email us in 
confidence for help and advice on your options.

Follow us

@HertsDomesticAbuseHelpline

@HDA_Helpline

@hdahelp

HDAH Rural campaign – A4 Poster – Artwork – 09.09.21.indd   1HDAH Rural campaign – A4 Poster – Artwork – 09.09.21.indd   1 22/09/2021   10:5922/09/2021   10:59
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recycled to purchase, as well as show 
casing some of their talents with an offer 
of: 

•	 Fishing lesson from our keen angler.

•	 Scones with cream and jam, or cake 
made by our bakers.

•	 A variety of sustainable products 
made by our Technology team and 
Textiles club.

•	 Sustainable games to play with  
small prizes.

•	 Art and face painting opportunities.

•	 Car boot sale.

May we also take 
the time to 
remind you it is 
No Mow May. 
We are actively 
encouraging our 
students to allow 
their gardens 

to become overgrown, to support the 
insects. Do you think you can help? 
Weeds are good! 

edwinstree middle school

Jo Gant, Headteacher | www.edwinstree.herts.sch.uk
A Voluntary Controlled Church of England School

As a Christian school, we recognise the unique and wonderful in everyone.
As a community, we support one another to flourish and live life in all its fullness.

We would like to advertise our 
Summer Fayre; we have 
run this event for the last 2 
years and it will be taking 

place this year on Saturday 5th July 
2025. The Buntingford Community will be 
very welcome to attend. 

This term the Christian value that we are 
exploring is ‘Thankfulness’ and we have 
already discovered that we need to 
regularly celebrate the beautiful nature 
and the town that we are so lucky to live 
in.  Our Summer Fayre highlights the work 
that the school has been doing to support 
our students to learn our values, and to 
look after the environment that we live in.

Our Fayre is an opportunity for our 
students to raise funds for our wildlife 
projects including:

•	 Protecting and relining our pond.

•	 Providing the resources to continue 
to grow produce for our Food and 
Nutrition lessons.

•	 Providing protection for our 
Woodland trust tree planting scheme.

•	 Supporting the avenue of trees that 
we are planning, to celebrate King 
Charles Coronation and the Queens 
passing (We have been saving for 
this for the last two years through the 
Fayre earnings).

Students, alongside our Edwinstree 
School Association, will offer a variety 
of goods that they have made and/or 

Our Christian Values:

Reverence, Wisdom, Thankfulness, Humility, Endurance, Service, Compassion, 
Trust, Peace, Forgiveness, Friendship, Justice, Hope, Creation, Community
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millfield first & nursery school

Laura Kennedy-Weeks, Headteacher

www.millfield.herts.sch.uk | 01763 271 717 | admin@millfield.herts.sch.uk

As we sail into the Summer Term 
we have already shared and 
created lots of special moments 
here at Millfield.

School Trips
Our curriculum has been enriched with a 
range of school trips for the Summer 
Term, so far these include:

•	 Standalone Farm for Nursery children 

•	 Shepreth Wildlife Park for Reception 
children 

•	 Hatfield Forest for Year 1 children 

•	 Botanical Gardens in Cambridge for 
Year 2 children 

•	 Wrest Park for Year 3 children 

•	 Residential Trip to Hautbois Activity 
Centre in Norfolk for Year 4 children 

PTA Discos
Millfield PTA arranged fantastic discos for 
Reception, KS1 & KS2 children, who all had 
great fun showing off their dance moves 
and enjoying time with their friends.

Dental Assembly 
Thank you to Buntingford Dental Clinic 
who visted Millfield to host assemblies 
to highlight the importance of good oral 
health for Reception, KS1 and KS2 children.

Football Tournament at Royston 
On Tuesday 6th May selected Year 3 and 4 
children represented Millfield at a 
Football Tournament at Royston Town 
Football Club. Staff were very proud of 
their learning behaviours and the effort 
shown on the pitch playing together as 
a team which led to Millfield winning the 

tournament and bringing home the trophy. 
Well done to the children and their coach, 
Mr Rome, this is a fantastic achievement!

International Day 
Millfield recently 
held an International 
Day event which 

was a great success! The children had 
a fantastic time exploring different 
countries, learning about new cultures 
and getting involved in a range of creative 
activities. Some of the exciting countries 
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the children explored during the event 
were Norway, Kenya, Italy, New Zealand, 
Spain, Mexico and Australia. 

VE Celebrations 
We had a wonderful time celebrating VE 
Day at Millfield. The children worked 
brilliantly together to create beautiful 
window displays in their classrooms. 
Everyone looked fantastic dressed in red, 
white and blue, adding a vibrant touch 
to the day. The children shared a snack 
outside and enjoyed a fantastic outdoor 
party filled with music, fun and lots of 
dancing! A huge thank you to the History 
Faculty for organising such a special event, 
helping us all to remember and honour an 
important moment in our history.

Walk Around Buntingford 
Nursery children thoroughly enjoyed 
their Spring Walk around Buntingford. 
They were keen to explore 
nature, spot blooming 
flowers, listen to birds sing 
and enjoy the fresh air. It was 
a wonderful adventure full 
of curiosity and joy! Nursery 
children represented Millfield 
very well.

Times Tables Rockstar 
Day & Number Day
Here at Millfield, we held a 
Timetables Rockstars Day 
for KS2 children. It was 
wonderful to see the great 
efforts the children made 
to look like ‘Rockstars’. The 
children had a fantastic day 
engaging and taking part in a range of 
fun and exciting times table games.

EYFS and KS1 children thoroughly enjoyed 
taking part in Number Day where they 
dressed in all things related to numbers!

EYFS Places for September 2025
We have places available in our 
Reception to start in September 2025.  
If you are interested in a place for you 
child, please contact the School Office for 
further information.
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Christine Stuart-Taylor 

Report on our showcase of young 
musicians and vocalists at 
Buntingford Music Live on 
Saturday 26th April in Seth Ward 

community centre.

Huge thanks to all our talented performers 
who put on such an incredible event 
enjoyed by a large audience of supporters.

Thanks also to our fantastic panel of 
musical experts, TJ, Jon, and Dan, and 
to our Town Mayor, Duncan Wallace, 
for presenting our performers with a 
certificate of their participation. 

The Buntingford Live Team are thrilled to 
be able to support upcoming talent. All 
shortlisted performers will now have an 
opportunity to record a track at Martin 
Gimson’s recording studio, the Music 
Bunker at Braughing. 

Maytime Music on Friday 2nd May
This was another successful event 
featuring  20 of the talented young 
musicians from nearby St. Edmund’s 
College under the direction of Andrew 
O’Brien.  The church was packed with an 
appreciative audience once again.  There 
was no charge for this event but donations 
at the end of the evening were shared by 
the church and the local Air Ambulance 
charity. We look forward to welcoming 
Andrew with his pupils again next year. 
The photo shows the group with Duncan 
Wallace, our Town Mayor who is an 
enthusiastic supporter.

www.buntingfordlive.org  | support@buntingfordlive.org

Westmill Art Exhibition 2025
Saturday 31st May 10am- 5pm
Sunday 1st June 11am-5pm
Come along and support the 35th year of 
this wonderful event, featuring local artists’ 
work for sale at affordable prices. All funds 
raised will go towards Westmill Church.

Summer Jazz Event
Sunday 8th June 1pm-3.30pm we’re 
thrilled to be holding a Summer Jazz 
Event in the stables garden 

Entry via gate on Church Street 
Buntingford SG9 9AS

Tickets £12, Licensed Bar

If you would like to bring a picnic to enjoy 
while you listen to the music please do, 
but support our funds by buying your 
drinks from our licensed bar. Please bring 
chairs or a rug for your comfort.

As you will see from the featured poster 
we are lucky to be having the 

PETER RUDEFORTH JAZZ BAND

It should be an afternoon of toe-tapping 
jazz, blues and swing.

Think of the great era of the 1920s and 
1930s and of Louis Armstrong, Fats 
Waller and Benny Goodman. Add a dash 
of blues, New Orleans and British trad 
and you’re sure to have a good time.

The musicians are of the finest calibre. 
They have travelled the globe, 
performing at festivals, major concert 
halls and jazz clubs world wide. 

We are of course hoping for a beautiful 
sunny afternoon, if however the weather is 
unkind we will hold this event in the URC 
church in Baldock Road, SG9 9AA. 
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If you have booked tickets for this event 
and we have your e-mail, we will message 
you if we make this decision the day before.

‘Uncanny’
Featuring Nell Phoenix
Friday 13th June In The Bunters’ Suite 
At Seth Ward At 7.30pm
Tickets £10 via our website on ticket tailor    
Licensed bar

A full-time London based performance 
storyteller who will offer chilling and rib-
tickling entertainment!

Her repertoire wildly ranges through folk, 
fairy, urban tales and mythology. She 
tells, and teaches story-telling skills at the 
Royal Opera House, the British Museum, 
the Crick Crack Club, schools and far-
flung festivals. She is passionate about 
story-telling as a modern performance 
and art and runs the best story club night 
in London.

‘Phoenix is a mercurial and captivating 
performer’ —Dave Fargoli

‘Phoenix is an amazing storyteller. Her 
voice is acrobatic, one moment a 

gutterally wolffish growl, the next sweet 
as sugar’ 

‘I found her performance stunning, full of 
wit and extraordinarily poetic’  —
Rheingold, Berlin

Dates For Your Diary
Friday 8th August Author Talk 7.30pm 
Bunters Suite. Details on next issue

Friday 19th September 7.30pm Comedy 
Night in Bunters Suite Seth Ward

Thursday 25th September 7.30pm 
Haileybury Music Students at Westmill 
Church

Saturday 11th October 8pm, A Cabaret 
evening of Jazz with The Alex Jones 
Trio, at Seth Ward Hall

Friday 21st November ‘A Christmas 
Carol ‘with Guy Masterson! 
Saturday 29th November 7.30pm, Blues 
& Booze Evening, Seth Ward details to 
follow

The next issue will also have date of a 
Candlelit Carol event in December.
Please use our website: buntingfordlive.org



what's on - dates for your diary
JUNE 2025

Wednesday 4th Gardener's Club: Louise 
Vickers - Lavender Farm 
p.19

Thursday 5th Homestart Charity Bingo 
p.33

Friday 6th Library: Dancing 
through the decades 
p.14

Friday 6th Library: Library of the 
Future Lego Club p.14

Saturday 7th Riverwatch: River 
Explorers p.10

Sunday 8th Bunts Live! Summer Jazz 
Afternoon p.42

Sunday 8th Buntingford School of 
Dance: Dancing 
Through Life Show p.21

Monday 9th U3A: Bletchley Park 
WW2 History p.18

Tuesday 10th History Society: NEW 
VENUE see p.26

Tuesday 10th Library: Lipstick & 
wishes with Maggie 
Brookes-Butt p.14

Wednesday 11th Reed Garden Club: 
Resuse, Recreate & 
Restyle your wardrobe 
p.18

Thursday 12th WI: Sherry Hostler 'If 
books could kill' p.20

Friday 13th Buntingford Live! 
Uncanny featuring Nell 
Phoenix p.42

Saturday 14th Reed Church: 
Strawberry Tea p.20

Friday 20th BALA: Coffee Morning 
p.46

Friday 27th Reed Church: Soup 
Lunch p.20

Sunday 29th Jazz at Reed Church p.20

LOOKING AHEAD

5th July Edwinstree Summer 
Fayre p.39

12th July Braughing Fair & 
Wheelbarrow Race & 
Dog Show 

8th Aug Bunts Live! Author Talk

12th Sept Film Club: Wicked p.32

19th Sept Bunts Live! Comedy 
Night p.42

25th Sept Bunts Live! Westmill 
Church Concert p.42

11th Oct Bunts Live! Jazz 
Evening p.42

21st Nov Bunts Live! A Christmas 
Carol with Guy 
Masterson p.42

29th Nov Bunts Live! Blues & 
Booze Evening p.42
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REGULAR EVENTS
MONDAYS:  TUESDAYS:  WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS:  FRIDAYS: WEEKENDS: 

From 8.30am: 
Buntingford 
Market

7.30–9pm:  
Braughing 
Sing 
Community 
Choir in 
Jenyn’s 
School Hall

Buntingford 
Meditation  
Online at 8 pm 
and once a month 
in Saint Peter’s 
Church.
To join the group 
the best way is to 
contact me via the 
website - www.
mindful-worklife.
com/buntingford-
meditation
New meditators 
are welcome 
and guidance is 
given on how to 
meditate in the 
sessions.

10.30am–
12.30: Coffee 
& Company 
in the URC 
Church Hall  

Sun, 9am: 
Norfolk 
Road Playing 
Fields Junior 
Parkrun

10–11.45am:  
Chatter Table 
at the Manor 
House – 1st & 
3rd Mondays 

2–3pm: Mind 
& Music at 
Standon & 
Puckeridge CC

Sat,10am:  
Walking 
Football at 
the MUGA, 
Norfolk Road 
Playing Fields

Morning 
Coffee 10-12 
St Peter's

EVENTS IN THE LIBRARY:

10.30–11am & 
11:30 -12pm:  
Baby Rhyme 
Time (songs, 
rhymes, actions 
and puppets, for 
ages 6 weeks to 
3 years)

10.30–12.30: 
Jigsaw & Chat 
club

11am:  Chair 
Yoga with Kim

10.30 – 11am:  
Storytime 
(storytelling 
with props, for 
ages 2-5 years)

4-5pm:  
Lego Club 
for children

11.45am–
12.45pm:  
Forever Cycling 
at the Community 
Centre -1st & 3rd

10-11am 
Chatter 
& Natter, 
Buntingford 
Coffee Shop

1.30 for 2pm: 
Buntingford 
Senior Citizens’ 
Club at URC 
Hall 

12- 4pm  
Braughing Shed 
Group

7.30–9:30pm:  
Buntingford 
Community 
Choir at 
Millfield School 
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buntingford action for the less able (BALA)

MINIBUS TRIPS JUNE 2025

Registered Charity No. 1094426

DATE TIME DESTINATION PRICE

All trips start from the Benson Hall car park unless otherwise agreed 
To book a seat or for more information: 07870 638 480  

(please be prepared to leave a message)

COFFEE MORNING
Friday 20th June, 10-11:30am

(sausage rolls, cakes, raffle)

at URC Hall, Baldock Road

Mon 2nd 10-2.30 St Ives £8

Tues 10th 10-3 Cambridge £7.50

Fri 13th 9.30-3 Southend £13

Tues 17th 9.30-12.15 Harlow Garden Centre £7

Wed 18th 11.30 Pub Lunch £5

Tues 24th 10.30-2 Saffron Walden Market Day £6

Thurs 26th 11-1 Café Amigo, Fowlmere £5
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Church of Saint Richard of Chichester 
St Richard of Chichester Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford SG9 9HT 
Telephone 01992 623156 
 
Parochial Administrator: Father John Cunningham 
Parish Deacon: Paul O'Connor 
 
Regular Services at St Richard's Buntingford 

Mass - Sunday 9.15am 

Mass - Tuesday 7.30pm 

Holy Hour - Friday 5.00pm 

 
Services at St Thomas's Puckeridge 
Mass - Sunday 11.00am 
Mass - Thursday 12.30pm 

If you would like your child baptised, to get married, or to find out about the other sacramental 
programmes, please speak to the priest or deacon after one of the masses. 
 
Further information is available on the parish website: parish.rcdow.org.uk/buntingford/ 

Stenfield Solicitors and RS Property Lawyers are regulated multidisciplinary law firms, each        
offering specialist legal services tailored to client needs. 
 

Stenfield Solicitors specialises in litigation, matrimonial, family law, company law, commercial 
property, employment, wills and probate. 
 

RS Property Lawyers is dedicated exclusively to residential conveyancing. 
 

Our key objective is to provide solid, reliable, and cost-effective legal advice delivered in an       
efficient and friendly manner. 
 

Our Buntingford branch looks forward to welcoming you.    

45 High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AD 
 

Tel:        Stenfield Solicitors - 01763 295099 

               RS Property Lawyers - 01763 295096 
 

Email:  nicola@stenfield.com  
 nicola@rspropertylawyers.com  
 

Web:    www.stenfield.com 
           www.rspropertylawyers.com 
               nicola@rspropertylawyers.com  
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WHERE THERE’S A WILL 

 
After working as a solici-
tor for over 30 years, 
Kate Bennett now spe-
cialises in the writing of 
Wills and Powers of At-
torney.  
 

If you haven’t done so 
already, for the sake of your loved ones, make 
your final wishes clear and get your affairs in 
order today.  

 

For a trusted, experienced and straightfor-
ward service phone or email Kate to arrange 
an  appointment to see her for a free no obli-
gation meeting at your home. 
 

 
Kate Bennett 
07525 454160 
kbennettlegal@gmail.com 
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KARATE AND SELF DEFENCE 
 

AT BUNTINGFORD’S BEST 
KARATE CLUB 

 

OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 7:30PM 
EDWINSTREE SCHOOL GYM 

 

AGES 10 -110 YEARS BOTH SEXES 
INSTRUCTION BY BLACK BELTS 
 

TEL: BILL HOOPER 
01763 273123 

 

“RUNNING SINCE 1983” 
www.hertfordshirekarate.co.uk 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
 

All Aspects of Bookkeeping and                   

Office Management Undertaken 
 

VAT Return Submissions-Monthly Payroll 

Management Accounts 

Experienced with various Accounts Systems 

Self-Employed and flexible to requirements 

References Available 
 

CHRIS STIGWOOD 07814 096789 

chrisstigwood@hotmail.com 
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01462 896902    Mobile :   07718 426613 

www.ac-gardendesign.co.uk 

 Creative Garden Design & 
Project Management 

 Consultations and Advice 
 Maintenance, Planting, 

Pruning & Turfing 
 Tree Surgery, Fencing & 

Garden Construction Services 

ANDREW COATES  B.Sc 
GARDEN DESIGN 

ELECTRICAL REPAIR TO ALL 

TYPES OF LAMPS,  

STANDARD, TABLE, CEILING 

ETC.,  

SPECIALIZING IN OLDER     

FITTINGS, 

EG: VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE.  

PLEASE NOTE SOME MODERN 

FITTINGS ARE UNSUITABLE 

FOR REPAIR 

GENIE LAMP REPAIRS 

  PLEASE RING FOR FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATE. 
  TEL: 01763 273 398 

  MOBS: 07444 214 983  07792 894 091 
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P.S.EVELEIGH 

PLASTERING CONTRACTOR 

 

 

All aspects of plastering covered: 

Ceilings 

Walls 

Reskimming 

Skimming over Artex 

Rendering and Coving 

Quality Workmanship 
 

Free Estimates 

Over 30 Years of Experience 

Call 01763 272569 
or Mobile 07772 366587 

A R Services 
carpentry 

kitchen/bathroom installation 
kitchen worktops mitred and fitted 

tiling/flooring 
flat packed furniture assembly 

painting & decorating 
general property maintenance 

garden maintenance 
wooden climbing frames 

 
Prompt, trustworthy and reliable service 

competitive rates        free estimates 

Call Andy Ricketts 
on 07941 078069 or 01763 274868 

arservices69@gmail.com 
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Ace of Herts 
Recycling green waste to preserve the environment 

 Soil conditioning composts  Top Soils  Blended Soils 

 Improves all round soil condition 

 Introduces organic matter 

 Feeds your plants 

 Increases worm populations 

 
Cumberlow Green Farm 
Buntingford 
Herts. SG9 0QD 
Tel:      01763 281223 
Mob:    07884 408529 
Fax:     01763 281424 
email:  sales@aceofherts.co.uk 

 
 
 

 Bulk orders bagged or loose 

 Soils blended to your needs 

 Quality top soils 

 Composted bark 

 Bark chippings 

 
You can collect or ask for deliveries to 

your door 
 

For information how Ace of Herts is made, please visit our website www.aceofherts.co.uk 
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Groundwork & Demolition 
Landscaping 

Drainage & Septic Tanks 
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Willow Landscapes 
 
 

Your local area specialist - lowest rates 

 
      

Tree Surgery        Leaf Clearance 

Stump Grinding        Patio Work 

Hedge Cutting       All Paving Work 

Fencing        undertaken 

Turfing        and much more... 

Garden Tidy       All work guaranteed 

     

   

 

Office:07936 360 652 

Call Sid on 07925 273 773  

willowlandscapes1983@outlook.com 
Willow Tree Farm, London Road, Barkway, Herts SG8 8EY    
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DEBORAH LOWETH MSSCh  DIP POD MED MBChA 

VISITING CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST  

HPC REGISTERED. ALL ASPECTS OF FOOTCARE  

Mob 07748152538  
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We offer places for both fee-paying and Government-
funded children aged 2 to rising 5, providing morning 
and afternoon sessions and all-day wraparound care. 

 

We are open:  
     

Monday-Friday mornings (08:45-11:45) 
Monday-Thursday afternoons (12:45-15:15) 
Monday-Thursday - Lunch Club (11:45-12:45 
 

We are non-profit making with any surplus funds  
reinvested into the setting. 
 

Contact us to arrange a visit. Application Forms     
available on our website. 
 

Email : laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com 
Web : www.laystonpreschoolandnursery.com 
Facebook : Layston Preschool and Nursery CIC 

     

Layston Preschool 
and Nursery CIC 
   

The Causeway 
Buntingford 
Herts. 
SG9 9EU 
 
01763 271 235 

mailto:laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com
http://www.laystonpreschool.org.uk/
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Walkers 
Garage Ltd 

 

Car servicing and repairs 
at very reasonable prices 

 
Servicing  MoT presentation / repairs  

Welding  Timing belts  Clutches 
Brakes checked / replaced  Engines 
replaced / overhauled etc  Airbag / 

Emission warning lights 
and much more ………. 

 

Over 25 years car mending experience 
 

Free collection / delivery etc 
 

2 Owles Lane, Buntingford, SG9 9JA 
 

Telephone 01763 272 125 
 

All work is fully insured 

C.W. Electrical (Herts.) Ltd. 

  Rewires 

 Alterations 

 Additions 

 Domestic 

 Commercial 

 Industrial 

 Testing 

 PV Solar Systems 

    Part P registered               NICEIC registered 

 Telephone: 01763 271 647         Mobile: 07968 493 364 
clivewebb@cwelectric.co.uk     www.cwelectric.co.uk 
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WHO ARE WE?  
We are your local amenity group, established in March 1971 initially as a conservation group      

covering the ancient parishes of Buntingford, Layston, Aspenden, Wyddial and Throcking.                      

We obtained charity status in 1993.  

Our main aims are to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features 

of historic and public interest within the locality and endeavour to promote high standards of planning 

and architecture while our archives are a source of reference on local geography and history.  

Over the years, the Society has broadened its interests within the community. Whilst  conservation 

issues will always be important to us, we now try to take a greater interest in many other local     

organisations and activities. 
     
 

WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 
Publish the Buntingford Journal  

Restored the town pump twice and Town Cage once 

Initiated erection of Christmas lights in the High Street and Market Hill  

Present an annual school civic award 

Updated the set of Town Trails with the Discovering Buntingford booklet.  

Erected a Town Sign and replaced it on a like for like basis in 2018  

Installed a seat on the hill to Layston Cemetery and paid for works at the Layston Cemetery 

Erected Town Gateway signs complete with Planters and currently pay for the plants 

Contributed financially to the Freman College sports hall, Buntingford Film Club, previous 

Buntingford Carnivals, Summer Arts in Buntingford 2022 weekend, and gave a grant to the 

Friends of the River Rib and Quin 

Paid for the Local History Group competition prizes in 2023 

Done River Rib and town cleans 

Fitted a sign in the Police Station Community Garden and paid for new plants there in 2019.  

Were actively involved with the production of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Arranged Buntingford in Bloom competitions 

Updated the circular walks on local footpaths leaflet in 2017 

In 2024 paid for roses and a plaque in memory of Queen Elizabeth II and for the Coronation of 

King Charles III at the new cemetery 

Hosted 2 annual Civic Day walks   
 

 

WHAT ARE WE PLANNING TO DO? 
  Monitor future housing development and continue to work with local organisations for the benefit of 

Buntingford, including the River Rib Project. Are now sourcing a replacement plaque for The Cage 

Are looking to host a third Civic Day Walk, arrange a fifth Buntingford in Bloom competition and be 

part of a D Day commemoration event in May 

TO JOIN PLEASE SEE THE MEMBERSHIP FORM ON OUR WEBSITE 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.   
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M Rome Joinery Ltd 

Throcking, Buntingford 

 

Your local established 
Joinery company 

 

Quality bespoke 
Kitchens, Conservatories, Doors, 

Windows, Staircases, Barn 
Conversions, Listed Buildings 

etc … 

 
Mat Rome 

 

Tel/Fax :  01763 287507  
 

Mobi le:   07814 838460  
 

email: mat@mromejoinery.co.uk 
 

website: www.mromejoinery.co.uk 
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We carry out service, repair and installation of all central heating 

systems and gas appliances.  

ur services include: 
 
 

Boiler annual service (with discount for customers within the SG9 post code) 

Hive smart thermostat installation         Carbon monoxide detector installation 

Powerflushing            System filters installed 

Breakdowns and repairs           Boiler replacement 

 

 

For further details , free quotation or to book an appointment, give us a call 
 

 

Tel: 01763 772017 / 07968 752393 

www.buntingfordheating.co.uk 

Email : info@buntingfordheating.co.uk 

We are a local company with a great reputation 

 
Complete Garden Service 
 

Block paving driveways, 

Patios, Decking, 

Brickwork, Fencing, 

Garden Maintenance,  

Grass and Hedge Cutting. 

 

Please contact Greg Pettitt for a free quotation 
 

Mob: 07947 960 783                                    Email: gregpettittcgs@aol.co.uk 
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Carers in Hertfordshire 
Support Hub  

Buntingford 2025 

Come along and meet other family and friend carers, share 

your views, and find out what help is available locally. 

Where:  Buntingford Town Council (The Manor House), 
              High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB 

When:  Last Tuesday of each month, 
            10.30am-12.30pm 

A community for unpaid carers 

One of our Carer Support Advisors will provide 1:1 appointments 

at some meetings.  

A programme of speakers will be planned as requested - find out about 

these on the Carer Support Hubs page on our website or contact us. 

There are also monthly groups in Ware (last Friday of the 
month) and Royston (first Thursday of the month) contact us  
for details. 

To contact us: 

Call: 01992 58 69 69 

Email: contact@carersinherts.org.uk 

Visit: www.carersinherts.org.uk 

Making Carers Count 

28th Jan  25th Feb 25th Mar 29th Apr 27th May 24th Jun 

29th Jul 26th Aug 30th Sept 28th Oct 25th Nov No meeting 

in Dec 
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Advertising in the Buntingford Journal 
Your advert can be full colour, black and white or plain text.  We can accept most 

common file formats including png. Jpeg, pdf, doc, docx or plain text. There is no 

additional charge for updating or changing your advert. If you do not have any suit-

able  advertising copy then we can usually produce something for you based on a 

sketch or business card. 
 

Advert size is a multiple of a 1/8 page, where a 1/8 page is 6.4 cm wide by 4.75 cm high. 
 

The current cost is £6.00 per 1/8 page per issue  

e.g. one half page for a year (10 issues) = 4  x 1/8 pages @ £6 x 10 issues = £240. 
 

Most advertisers take a full year but shorter periods are available with costs on a pro 

rata basis. 
 

For a small additional charge, your advert can be placed on the Civic Society and 

Buntingford Journal websites with a link to your website. 
 

For more information call Keith Edwards on 01763 272 032 or         

email advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
 

For one-off adverts or to advertise a specific event, contact the Journal editor, Anne 

Wright, email journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk. Adverts for charitable or community 

events are normally free of charge. 

mailto:advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
mailto:journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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Fitness Pilates    

Tuesday 10am / Wednesday 6:30pm / Thursday 10am  via ZOOM 

Monday 7:15pm Layston School, Buntingford (with Cardio HIIT £10) 

Wednesday 7:15pm Layston School (£6 or with strength HIIT £10)  

Friday 10am The Scout Hut (£6 or with Full Body Workout £10) 

A class that increases muscular balance and strength, improve 

posture, core and back strength 
  

Varity Full Body Workouts         

Cardio HIIT Mon 6:30pm Layston School (£6 / £10 with Pilates at 7:15) 

HIIT Wednesday 6pm / Sunday 10am via ZOOM 

Strength HIIT Wed 6:30pm Layston School (£6 or £10 with Pilates) 

Full Body Friday 11am The Scout Hut (£6 or £10 with Pilates at 10am) 

Cardio (non impact or impact), Strength, Toning & Balance, each 

week a different class 
 

Dance Fit           

Thursday 9:15am Seth Ward Community Centre (£6) 

Dancing is great for losing weight, maintaining strong bones,    

improving posture & muscular strength, increases co-ordination and 

beats stress 
 

All equipment provided, just bring yourself and water. 

ZOOM classes available as payg £5 or £20 per month subscription 

All venue classes are £6 pay as you go 
 

Personal Training on a one to one basis using a variety of equipment in 

your Home.  One to One Pilates also available. 

Buntingford U3A –Monday Circuits 10:30am (spaces available) & 

Thursday Seated Full Body 1pm £4 with full membership 
 

07956 647806    www.jacqui-smith.net     theteam@jacqui-smith.net 
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 Spring Cleans 
 

 Weekly or 2 Weekly      
regular Cleans 

 

 

  Carpet Cleaning 
 
 

COUNTRY
 MAIDS

 

DOMESTIC CL EANI NG SERVICES  

Let us take Care of your Housework . . . .  

 

Telephone: 01763 272908 

 
 

 

Anthony Howes Ltd 
French Polishing ~ Floor Sanding Services 

~ furniture ~ staircases ~ panelling ~ floors ~ 

Mobile : 07790 696631 

E-mail : howespolishing@gmail.com 

Website : www.ahowespolishingandflooring.co.uk 
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The Manor House 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set in the heart of the historic market town of Buntingford, the 18
th

 Century 

Grade II Listed Manor House is a perfect setting for weddings and civil cere-

monies. Seating up to 40 people, the Council Chamber is a perfect venue for 

your wedding ceremony.  

There are ample photo opportunities outside the classic Georgian frontage,   

on the staircase, in the garden or in the stunning  

Layston Court Gardens across the road.  

For a full colour brochure contact : 

Jill Jones-Town Clerk, The Manor House, Buntingford, Herts., SG9 9AB.  

Or email : clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk       Telephone: 01763 272 222  

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

SECURITY LIGHTS 

GARAGE & GARDEN POWER 

KITCHEN AND COOKERS 

NEW BUILDS AND EXTENSIONS  

BATHROOMS AND SHOWERS 

LANDLORD CERTIFICATES 

PAT TESTING 

CAR CHARGERS 

 

Gareth White Electrical Services 
 
Welcome to Gareth White Electrical Services based in Buntingford: we are experienced and qualified 
electricians working with local home owners, landlords, developers, contractors and local businesses 
in and around Buntingford.  
We are independent electrical contractors that place our customers first offering friendly, expert  
advice alongside our electrical services. 
Every one of our jobs are different, however, we always maintain the same very high standards  
ensuring reliability, quality workmanship and fair pricing allowing us to provide the best possible 
service. 
 

WE SPECIALISE IN ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK INCLUDING:  

DOMESTIC AND COMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS 

OZEV APPROVED INSTALLERS OF EV CHARGERS  

FULL OR PART REWIRES 

NEW CONSUMER UNITS 

EXTRA SOCKETS OR LIGHTS 

SOLAR PV AND ELECTRICAL ENERGY STORAGE SYS-

TEM 

FAULT FINDING AND TESTING 

MAINS FIRE ALARMS 

ALARMS, CCTV, AND ACCESS CONTROL 

gareth@garethwhiteelectricalservices.co.uk  
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