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MONDAYS 
9:00am ï 10:00am  

9:00am ï 10:00am 

 
9:30am & 10:30am 

10:00am ï 10:45am 
 

10:15am 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

11:00am ï 12noon 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
2:00pm ï 2:45pm & 

4:00pm ï 4:45pm 

4:00pm ï 6:45pm  

4:30pm ï 8:30pm  
 
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm  

 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 7:30pm  

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

 
7:15pm ï 8:15pm & 
8:30pm ï 9:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 
7:30pm ï 9:30pm 

 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 

8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

9:30am ï 10:30am 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
9:30am  

 

Adult Ballet at URC Hall with Buntingford Dance, Ã5. 01763 271010. 

Cardio & Core at Benson Hall, Ã3 (subsidised). Suitable for all fitness levels. 
More info, call or text Irene on 07802 418755. 

U3A Exercise Class. Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 for participation info. 

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class for children confidently walking 
to age 5. Term time at Seth Ward CC. Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

Fitness Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui 07956 647806. 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall (term time). Contact Jen Harris 01920 821288.  

Stay & Play at Jenyns School, Braughing, term time only.Ã1. 01763 273008 

Positive Movement exercises at Seth Ward CC. Ã3. 01462 678804. 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Lab-Tots, fortnightly at the Library. Pre-school session for 3-5 year olds; 
Afterschool session 4-8 year olds. Sophia 07720 292350 / www.labtots.com. 

Ballet at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd. 01763 271010 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club @ Freman College (term time). Adults 7:30ï
8:30. Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  
Cougars U10s óStripes & Royalsô at Freman Sports Hall. 

Pilates Improvers/Intermediates at Seth Ward CC. Louise, 07867 675389. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward CC. Contact Peter Deacon 01462 642922. 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Body Blitz Class (Interval Training) at Benson Hall, Ã5 (Ã7 with Pilates). 
Two instructors for high & low impact versions. See www.irenegibson.co.uk . 

Cougars U10s óBlues & Whitesô at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  

Fitness Pilates (Intermediate) at Layston School, with 2 instructors.  
Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net  

Yoga Flow at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Contact Annie Knapman 07500 
110876, email: info@annieknapmanyoga.co.uk  

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

TP Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5 (Ã7 with Body Blitz). Using Prickle Balls and 
Rollers!. Call or text Irene 07802 418755. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. 
Call Danny on 07879 853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Fellas Fitness at The Scout Hut, a class for distinguished gentleman looking 
to keep fit. Ã5 payg.  Contact Irene for more info on 07802 418755. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p for 
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Nordic Walking at Seth Ward CC. Equipment provided. First session Free. 
Call 07940 080 453 to book or see info@easthertsnordicwalking.org  

J  2019 
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10:00am ï 11:30am 

11:00am ï 11:45am 

 

4:15pm ï 9:00pm 

 
4:30pm ï 5:30pm  
5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm  
 

7:45pm ï 8:30pm  

8:10pm ï 8:55pm  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:15 ï 10:45am 

9:30 ï 10:30am 
 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

10:45 ï 11:30am 

 
2:00pm 

4:15pm ï 6:15pm 

 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

6:45pm ï 7:15pm 

 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  
 

8:00pm 

8:00pm ï 9:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 
9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
9:45am ï 10:45am 

10:30am ï 11:30am 

 
 
11:00am ï 12:00 

 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

Tappy Toes at Seth Ward CC. Dance & movement for children who are 
confidently walking to age 5. Ã2 per family. Term time only. 01763 273008.  

Ballet, Modern & Tap Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School  
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Cougars U8s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  
Cougars U14s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

óBraughing Singô Community Choir at Jenyns School, Braughing. 
Contact Elaine 07501 495940 / 01763 289738 / www.braughingsing.com. 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net   

Adult Tap Dance Classes for Fun & Fitness at Freman College.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 
 

Hormead Stay & Play at Hormead School. Ã1. Term time. 01763 273008. 

Intermediate Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5. See Facebook óIrene Gibson PTô 
and look in óservicesô to see all the classes we offer. 

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children  
0ï4 years. Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Beginners Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5. Suitable for all fitness levels.  
Contact Irene on 07802 418755. 

U3A Seated Exercise Class. Jacqui 07956 647806 for participation info. 

Rib Valley Gymnastics Club @ Edwinstree School (term time). Contact 
Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U11s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cardio Resistance HIIT Blast at Layston School; Ã4 or Ã7 with Pilates. 
Contact Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net  

Cougars U12s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net   

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Angela Anderson 07708 444991.  
Alternative Therapies with Rainbow Moonstone Healing, Ã5 per lesson. For 
more information contact: moonstonehealing@outlook.com. 

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 

Buntingford Meditation Group. Contact Martin on 07771 972444 or see 
www.buntingfordmeditation.com for details and venue. 
 

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only. 

Pilates Improvers at Seth Ward CC. Louise, 07867 675389. 

Mummy SOS Wellness Mornings, group walk or social meet-up for all 
mums, with or without little ones. Contact Nanny Alex 07590 053512 / 
info@mummy-sos.com  or visit www.mummy-sos.com/wellnessmornings. 

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen Dixon 
01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
 

W '  O   
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1:00pm ï 3:00pm 

 
2:00pm ï 3:00pm 

2:00pm ï 3:00pm & 
3:00pm ï 4:00pm 

2:15pm ï 2:45pm 

4:30pm ï 6:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:45pm 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
6:30pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:00pm 

7.00pm  

7:00pm ï 7:45pm 
 

7.30pm  

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 
9:15am 

9:30am ï 10:30am  

10:00am ï 10:30am 

10:00am ï 1:00pm  

10:45am ï 11:45am 

11:00am ï 12:00 

12:00noon ï 1:00pm 

2:00pm ï 3:15pm 

 
4:15pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 8:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

SATURDAYS 
9:00am ï 1:00pm 

 
9:15am ï 2:00pm 

 
10:00am ï11:00am 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 

SUNDAYS 
10:00am ï11:00am 

10:00am ï12noon 

Baby classes run by Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane. 
1pm Magical Musical Playdays (1 to 3 years); 2pm Baby Signing classes 
(0 to 16 months). Laura Sheriff 07801 796334 / laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
Pilates at Benson Hall. Jacqui 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net 

Tai Chi at the Seth Ward Community Centre, with Tai Chi expert Kim Noyma. 
First session free, then Ã3  per session. Beginners welcome.  

Toddlers Tales, stories & rhymes for preschoolers, at Buntingford Library. 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds,with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk 
Street Dance Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010. 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Adelaide  07710 550050. 

Cougars U7s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  
Cougars U13s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  

Body Conditioning at Benson Hall, Ã5 (or Ã7 with Pilates, below). 

Mustard Seed Singers, St Peterôs Church. Contact Jan 01763 272217. 

Intermediate Pilates at Benson Hall, Ã5 (or Ã7 with Body Conditioning, 
above). Call or text Irene on 07802 418755 for more info. 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Buntingford Tennis Club at MUGA, Norfolk Rd Playing Fields. 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 
WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 

Rhyme Time at Seth Ward CC. Ã1 per child. Term time only. 01763 273008. 

Art in Sandon Village Hall, Ã10 per session. Call 07960 408635. 

Full Body Workout at Benson Hall. Jacqui 07956 647806. 

 Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 

 Dance Fit at Benson Hall. 07956 647806 / www.jacqui-smith.net   

Activity Session with Hertswise Dementia Support at Layston Grove Care 
Home. Ã3 per person, carers free. Call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044. 

Ballet & Modern Dance Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School 
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, 
Baldock Road. Danny 07879 853849 / danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Cougars U18s at MUGA, Norfolk Road.  
 

Ballet, Modern & Tap Dance Classes at Freman College and at URC Hall 
(9amï12noon). Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  

Walking Football, MUGA. Ã2. Jeff 01763 274800 /  07836 232963. 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Cougars Cubs 11:00am ï 12:00 Cougars U6s at Freman Sports Hall.  

Buntingford Tennis Club at MUGA, Norfolk Rd Playing Fields. 
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J  2019 
Tues 4th  

Wed 5th 

Thurs 6th 

 
Fri 7th  

Sat 8th  

Sun 9th  

Mon 10th 

Mon 10th 

Tues 11th 

Wed 12th 

Thurs 13th 

Thurs 13th 

Sat 15th 

Sun 16th 

Mon 17th 

 
Mon 17th 

Wed 19th 

Wed 19th 

 

Fri 21st 

Fri 21st 

 
Sat 22nd  

Sat 22nd  

Sat 22nd  

Sun 23rd  

Tues 25th  

Wed 26th 

Sat 29th 

F   
6th July 

14th July 

21st July 

Jul/Aug 

18th Aug  

 

7th  Sept 

5th Oct 

 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall. 

7:45 for 8pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club at URC Hall (see page 31).  

10amï12noon Free Advice Session at Buntingford Library with Fosters 
Legal LLP. For an appointment call at the Library or ring 0300 1234049. 

4pm Soft Toy Sleepover at Buntingford Library (see page 18). 

From 6:30pm, dancing from 7:30, Barn Dance in Reed (see page 33). 

Heli-Hounds Dog Walk & Show at Hatfield House (see page 10). 

1:30pm U3A Monthly Meeting at the Community Centre (see page 38). 

7ï9:30pm Free Yoga Taster Session at URC Hall (see page 10). 

12:15ï2:15pm Home-Start Literary Lunch, Royston (see page 39)  

8pm Royal British Legion Meeting at The Crown PH.  

10:30am Dementia Friends Alzheimerôs Talk at the Library (see page 18). 

7:15pm for 7:30 start Buntingford W.I. at the UCR Hall (see page 48). 

7:30ï9:30pm Sausage Toss Festival, Chipping (see page 13). 

4pm Mustard Seed Singers Concert, Westmill (see page 32). 

12noonï2:30pm Jazz on the Heath at Therfield Heath Caf®, with Dave 
Ranceôs Rockinô Chair Band. Ã8 on the door.  

8pm Unplugged Acoustic Night at The Crown, Market Hill. 

10:15ï11:30am  B.A.L.A. Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 43). 

1:30pm Dementia Friendly Film Screening óCat On a Hot Tin Roofô at 
Hertford Theatre. 

To Sun 14th July Thaxted Festival (see page 37). 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown PH. 
óWest Anglia Main Lineô with Terry Ward (see page 36). 

Buntingford in Bloom Judging Day. 

12noonï4pm Summer Fair at St Maryôs Church, Reed (see page 23). 

6:30pm Reed Choir Summer Concert at St Maryôs Church (see page 23). 

2:30ï4:30pm Open Gardens in Buntingford (see page 31). 

10:30am Carers In Hertfordshire monthly meeting at Buntingford Library.  

Buntingford & District Flower Club Open Gardens ï members only. 

7:30pm Braughing Sing Picnic Concert, Braughing (see page 32). 

E  
12noonï11:30pm Brookfest one-day music festival (see page 33). 

1ï5pm Anstey Fair, Anstey Bury (see page 33). 

12noonï4pm Back to School Jazz in Reed (see page 29). 

Buntingford Summer Arts ï full details next month. 

From 6pm Buntingford Film Club Summer Outdoor Screening at the 
Sword Inn Hand, Westmill (see page 26). 

Classic Car Day in Buntingford High Street. 

The Overtures at Freman College. 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 

GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 

B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate  
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 

The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 

Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Colin Horgan 07733 091731  
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 

Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 

Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 17:30 
  Friday 14:00 ï 17:30 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 

Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading  

Iôm very glad I watched the news last night because it reminded me that the European 
elections are today and Iôd completely forgotten ï not that the elections were happening 
at all, just when exactly. So when I finish this (itôs always the last thing I do on the 
Journal) Iôll trot down the road and put my cross in a box. The only question is which one? 
I always feel that I must vote, in part because of all those women who fought so hard for 
the likes of me to have the right to. If I donôt make the effort I feel Iôm betraying them in 
some way, but I truly canôt remember a time when I felt so undecided about who to vote 
for. Itôs easy to say who I wonôt vote for, but identifying who best represents my views has 
never been harder. Anyway, on the subject of elections, congratulations to Stan Bull and 
Jeff Jones on being re-elected to represent Buntingford on East Herts District Council. 
Jeffôs column is back on pages 21-22, where he summarises the result.  

The United Reformed Church is celebrating itôs bicentennial this year and to mark the 
occasion they are inviting groups from around town to stage events in the Hall (page 10). 
Last month I went to see the U3Aôs Photography Exhibition there and also met Hilary 
Curtis, a leading light in the óThey Matterô group who make activity mats for dementia 
sufferers. I also met Hilaryôs daughter, Sally, who had just completed the London 
Marathon on behalf of Diabetes UK: see the Letters page to read how she got on. This 
month there is a free Yoga taster session in URC Hall, with more events later in the year. 

As our cover photo shows, the WIôs cake-making tradition is still very much alive and they 
never waste an opportunity to put their baking skills to good use for good causes. This 
spread was put on at the WI open morning in URC Hall in May and in just a couple of 
hours raised Ã95 for the Air Ambulance. And the WI were not the only ones making cakes 
in a good cause recently. Families from Edwinstree and Millfield schools took part in a 
óFrench Bake Offô with visitors from Luynes, here to mark the 40th Anniversary of Twinning 
between our two towns. You can read more on this on pages 25 and 44. 

Brian Lemayôs article this month is about slow-worms, rather beautiful creatures that we 
used to see quite often when we had an allotment over the road. But my final word this 
month goes to another creature: Finn, the famous police dog. Last month Finn put in a 
star appearance at the Barkway Village Market (page 24) and at the end of this month he 
is set to be given the Freedom of Buntingford (page 20). Many congratulations to Finn 
and his owner PC Dave Wardell. 

Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the July/August 2019 Journal  

is Saturday 15
th
 June 2019 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Hi Christine 

It is nice to see John Ling and Buntingford in Transition are finally listening and reading 
my articles that have been in the Journal over the last years regarding plastic and 
recycling. It is nice to see someone else is taking it seriously. 

Also may I congratulate Vyse on his splendid article in last months Journal ï how can 
anyone disagree with anything he said? I hope local, district and national politicians read 
the article and finally take notice of what the people want and not what some remote,  
non-elected officials tell us we must have. 

Ashley Cantor, Fairfield 

Dear Christine, 

I loved the photo of the River Rib on last monthôs 
cover. Unfortunately we don't have that view. This 
photo (left)was taken from the bridge at end of Union 
Terrace, looking towards Station Road. As you can 
see the river is overgrown with weeds, last removed 2 
years ago. The right-hand bank is totally overgrown 
with bushes, dead trees and brambles.    

Patricia Clerkin 

Dear Editor 

Survey of Buntingfordôs River Rib 

Following on from the article by Sarah Perry of the 
Herts & Middx Wildlife Trust in last monthôs Journal on 
the parlous state of our local river, a number of 

concerned residents joined Sarah and our town mayor, Graham Waite, on Wednesday 
15th May to carry out a survey of the river. This was done by walking its length through 
the town, from Wyddial Bridge in the north to the council recycling centre in the South, 
making observations and taking notes and photographs. It became clear that up until the 
entry of the sewage outlet just above the recycling centre, the flow on our local chalk 
stream ï one of only around 200 in the world ï was nil-minimal and that the river was 
over-shaded  in many places preventing growth of natural chalk stream plants.  

The group made several suggestions as to how this could be rectified and we agreed that 
these be collated into an action plan which would include discussions with Thames Water 
(operator of the sewage plant) and Affinity Water (supplier of water to the local area). 
Sarah will also inform a number of other concerned groups, both for the Rib and other 
Hertfordshire rivers, with a view to sharing views and co-ordinating actions. All in all it 
was a very useful session, not least of which was to be reminded how beautiful our river 
still is in the May sunshine ï and how it could be much, much better! 

David Edwards 

Dear Editor 

Breeze ï getting women out on bikes 

I am the Area Co-ordinator for Breeze in Hertfordshire. Breeze is British Cyclingôs UK-
wide programme to get more women out on bikes. You can find out more about Breeze 
on breezebikerides.com, but essentially it organises women only rides, led by women 
volunteers who are fully trained by British Cycling. The rides are free, ladies just need to 
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register on the Letsride website www.letsride.co.uk where they can search for rides 
near them. We are trying to start up rides from the Trax bike shop in Buntingford. We 
have the volunteers ready to lead the rides, we have support from Trax and we have lots 
of lovely places to cycle to, with coffee shops to stop for refreshments. All we need now 
are participants to come on our rides and I am hoping the Journal can help. If anyone 
reading this is interested ï or knows other women who might be ï please spread the 
word. The rides are fun, sociable and great exercise. We always ride at the pace of the 
slowest rider so no one gets left behind. Thank you in advance for your assistance.  

Bev Graham, 07976 660574, email: bevgraham@waitrose.com  

Dear Christine 

I was brought up in Buntingford but now live in Western 
Australia. After months of training, I travelled over a few 
weeks ago to run the London Marathon and on Sunday 
28th April I achieved my goal in a time of 5:58:08.  It was 
the most incredible experience I have ever had the 
privilege to take part in. 

I would like to thank my mum, Hilary Curtis, and her 
muffin baking in supporting me in my fundraising for 
Diabetes UK. On my behalf, she also collected sponsors. 
So, between this and the muffins, as well as a donation 
from The Friends of Orchard Surgery, nearly Ã500 was 
raised. To all those who contributed towards this total, I 
thank you very much. With your help and the donations 
from friends and family, both here and in Australia, my 
final total will be over Ã3000!  The money raised is going 
towards a worthwhile cause that enables valuable and 
beneficial research into the disease that affects the lives 
of so many. Over the last few months, I have heard and 
seen firsthand the challenges faced by a number of my teammates who live with diabetes 
on a daily basis and the toll that running a marathon takes on their bodies. It was hard 
enough for me, but for them it involved extreme planning and preparation each time they 
ran. So, thank you again to all that supported me and let the training begin once more 
because I plan to do it all over again next year! 

Sally de Koning ï Runner 49808 
 

Hi Christine 

I went to óWellies and Walkiesô for lunch the first week of 
opening and was so impressed! Our group included 3 adults,  
3 children and 1 large dog, Jake, shown here (left) enjoying his 
special treat off the doggy menu. We took over half the cafe, 
but they were happy to move tables to accommodate us and 
we felt so welcome. The cafe has a brilliant atmosphere, 
beautifully decorated with personal touches, thoughtful details 
and entertaining artwork. The menu really has something for 
everyone, and the food was all delicious ... even the little ones 
cleaned their plates! As of course did the dog, who LOVED his 
homemade liver cake served in a silver dog bowl! Everything 
was very reasonably priced, great value for money. Brilliant 
service, friendly and helpful staff. I can thoroughly recommend 
it. We'll certainly be back again, and again, and again! 

Alexander Kanold  
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 If you donôt have a 
dog to walk at the 
Heli-Hounds day in 
Hatfield, why not sign 
up to be a collector 
for EHAAT in National 
Air Ambulance week? 
They need volunteers 
who can commit to  
as little as two hours 
collecting between 9th 
and 15th September  
to help keep our vital 
air ambulance flying. 
To sign up for your 
nearest collection site 
call 03455 040 055, 

or you can register online at ehaat.org/naaw.  

AND DONôT FORGET ï The Overtures 
are playing a gig at Freman College in aid of  
the Air Ambulance in October. Tickets go on 
sale in July. Look out for details on posters 
around town and in next monthôs Journal. 

                   Charity No: 1108989 
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

The Department for Digital, Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) is conducting a tailored 
review of Historic England. This is the first review of Historic England to take place since 
2015 when the organisation was split into two separate, though related, bodies: an óarmôs 
lengthô body operating under the name Historic England, and a charity called The English 
Heritage Trust (trading as English Heritage). 

The Government is seeking the views of people who work, or have an interest, in the 
heritage sector across the United Kingdom, including those who receive advice from 
Historic England and those who have applied for grant funding from Historic England. 
The civic movement is felt to be an absolutely key stakeholder in this consultation and it 
is hoped that all civic societies will respond. On such reviews numbers count ï the more 
civic societies that respond the better and it will help show the impact of the civic 
movement. Buntingford Civic Society have responded accordingly. Key messages to the 
government will be: 

¶ There is a need for a national watchdog to advise the Government on the historic 
environment. Listed buildings, conservation areas and the wider historic environment 
would be under greater threat without Historic England. 

¶ Since we have lost 37% of conservation officers since 2007, the recommendations to 
engage more with communities and build local capacity is a sensible move and one 
we support 

¶ Historic England cannot do everything, so the approach towards a óplace-makingô 
agenda, with greater focus on óconservation areasô and óheritage high streetsô, is 
greatly supported by the civic movement as it chimes well with its Big Conservation 
Conversation campaign. 

Following a recent Civic Voice survey, which we participated in, Civic Voice Chair Joan 
Humble has said: ñWe need to rebuild public trust and confidence in the planning 
process. For too many people planning is about confrontation and not one of meaningful 
participation. Developers. councils, communities and civic societies must be prepared to 
work together in a collaborative and meaningful manner to remove confrontation.ò 

I couldn't agree more, but in my opinion, save for one or two exceptions, most 
confrontation comes because developers are unwilling to take on board valid 
recommendations (less density, more parking spaces, more green space areas) because 
it will affect their profits. 

It was gratifying to see such a good turnout for the litter pick on 28th April. Thanks to all 
those who gave up a few hours on a Sunday ï it was much appreciated. 

Graham Bonner, Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 

P.S. Gardeners have until 3rd June to enter this yearôs Buntingford In Bloom 
competition. Application forms are available in the Manor House and on the 

Societyôs website. Judging will take place on Saturday 22nd June. 
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 Slow-worms 
I was reading an email the other day from Buntingford in Transition, following their 
brainstorm session, thinking of ideas to reduce our use of plastic. My own, perhaps 
simplistic, idea was: ñWhy not get every household in Buntingford to switch from 
supermarket plastic-bottled milk to milk in glass bottles delivered by your local milkman?ò 
I did this over a year ago and discovered or rediscovered the real taste of milk that I 
remembered from my childhood.  

Then my mind went back to where I grew up, in the early 50s, in Buckhurst Hill in Essex. 
We had milk delivered daily by a United Dairies milkman in a horse-drawn milk float. The 
old horse had a feed bag strapped to its head so it could munch away on hay as it 
worked. It also slowly followed the milkman down the road without a word of command 
as he delivered the milk. My Dad was a great rose grower and apparently horse poo is 
the best fertiliser for roses. So to earn part of my pocket money, at weekends I had to 
follow the milkmanôs horse down the road, galvanised iron bucket and shovel in hand, 
collecting the ógolden ballsô. The going rate was a silver sixpence (2.5p) a bucket load 
and that bought me a Mars Bar! That was in the days when Mars Bars were really big, 
not the silly size things you buy now at the equivalent of 10 shillings a time. Also our 
bread was delivered by a horse-drawn cart; our groceries from a corner store by a lad on 
a ótradeô bike with its front pannier piled high with boxes (like in óOpen All Hoursô); fresh 
fish once a week on a Friday by a van from Billingsgate; ice cream in the summer by a 
man on a tricycle with two wheels on the front and one on the back with a big box on the 
front full of dry ice and ice cream ï and a sign that read óStop me and buy oneô.    

Why can I remember so clearly these things of nearly 70 years ago but canôt now 
remember what I went upstairs for 5 minutes ago? But as usual I digress and my 
digressions digress even more as I get older. As my grandson says ñyouôve always got a 
story Popsò and I guess thatôs what we had way back when Social Media did not exist ï 
stories by word of mouth and memories. By the way, why is it called ósocialô when it 

seems just the opposite? 

It was thinking of my childhood 
home, with its rather wild garden, 
that reminded me of slow-worms. 
Right at the back of the garden, 
before my Dad sorted it out, were 
several dilapidated corrugated 
iron sheds and glassless green-
houses. As a curious child I lifted 
up a rusty corrugated iron sheet 
lying on the ground and found 
what I thought was a nest of baby 
snakes. My Dad laughed when 
he saw them and told me I had 
found a nest of slow-worms. 

Despite appearances, the slow-
worm is actually a legless lizard, 
not a worm or a snake. Look out 
for them basking in the sun on 
heath-land, grassland or even in 
the garden, where they favour 
compost heaps which are nice 
and warm. Being reptiles they 
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The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the  
Civic  Society  or it can be purchased from:   

THE CO-OP  ·  DELISSIMO   ·  McCOLLôS (The Post Ofice)    
 MARK DOEL ·  PIGGOTTS   ·  THE FOX AT ASPENDEN 

need heat to get them going in the morning. Fully grown they are up to 18 inches long 
(50cm) with a golden-grey skin. Gardens often provide suitable refuges for slow-worms ï 
decaying vegetation, logs and large flat stones are ideal. The reason I found them under 
a sheet of corrugated iron all those years ago was that it was an ideal shelter, warmed 
when the sun shone. Slow-worms will burrow and hibernate underground from October 
to March. They are most active at dusk and eat mainly slow-moving prey such as slugs, 
worms and snails, as well as the odd insect and spider.  

Slow-worms are protected ï under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 they have the 
same protection as Great Crested Newts. They do not bite people and are completely 
harmless.  

So parents/grandparents, why donôt you suspend óAnti-Social Mediaô for a while and 
persuade your children to accompany you out into the garden or the countryside and lift 
up a few large flat stones, logs, sheets of rusty corrugated iron or plastic. You and they 
might be surprised what you find underneath. Oh and donôt forget to ditch the plastic and 
buy milk in glass bottles from your local milkman. You know it makes sense.  

Brian Lemay 

Millfield School, SG9 9DT 
Monday nights, 7:30ï9:30pm 

I can confirm that the Choir will once again be 
performing at the Sausage Toss Festival at the 
Countryman Pub in Chipping, near Buntingford.  
We are all looking forward to it and fully 
committed to rehearsals. So please put the date 

ï Saturday 15th June ï  
in your diaries and come 
along to support us, the 
other bands, the worthy 
Charity, and have a great 
time. The photo shows our 
Menôs section enjoying last 
yearôs performance. 

We are always looking for 
new members, just come 
along on a Monday evening 
(except Bank Holidays) and 
give us a try. There are no 
auditions, everyone with 
singing ability is welcome. 

All enquiries email:  info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk 
www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

http://www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford.  Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Father Cyril Chiaha 

Sunday Mass:  9:15am (with term-time Childrenôs Liturgy on  

2nd & 4th Sun only);  Holy Day Mass:  7pm;   

Weekday Mass:  Tues & Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10:30am (with  

Exposition and Benediction 11-11:30am), Sat 9:30am;   

Confessions:  Sat 10:30-11am 

ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY & ENGLISH MARTYRS  
Sunday Mass:  Saturday 6pm (Puckeridge), 11:15am (Old Hall 

Green);  Holy Day Mass:  10:30am (Puckeridge);  

Weekday Mass:  Wed 10:30am (Puckeridge);  

Confessions:  Sat 5.15-5.45pm (Puckeridge) 

Website:  www.buntingfordurc.org.uk 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/URCBuntingford 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minister: Vacant Secretary: Peter Godbert / Tel: 01763 281359 
   buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 

Services and Junior Church at 11.00am every Sunday  

Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

June  2 Morning Worship  Richard Genochio

 9 Morning Worship  Linsey Brown

 16 Holy Communion  Rev Dr Janet Tollington 

  23 Morning Worship  Peter Godbert 

 30 Morning Worship Richard Genochio 

July 7 Morning Worship  Rev Prof David Thompson 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Every Sunday at 11am, for all young people and children. 

Bright Hour ï A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities. The next 

meetings are on Tuesdays 11th and 25th June at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat.  

Lunches for Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2pm. 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden   S t .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the churches:  

St. Peterôs has a more contemporary style, St. Maryôs more traditional  

and St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for June 2019 
Sunday 2nd 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship 

   10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden  Family Service  

   11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 9th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

Pentecost 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship  

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Family Worship 
 

Sunday 16th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 23rd  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am  St Peterôs Buntingford All-age Family Worship 
 

Sunday 30th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am  St Peterôs Buntingford Family Worship 

The Ash and Quin Valleys Group of Churches 
Revôd Julie Gawthrope ï 01920 823531 

Services for June 2019 
St Maryôs, Braughing 
Sun 2nd 11.15am All Age Communion 
Wed 5th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said)  
Sun 9th 10.00am  All Age Morning Worship 
Sun 9th 5.45pm  Refresh (informal service) 
Wed 12th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 16th 11.15am  Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
Wed 19th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 23rd No service  (10.00am Deanery Celebration of the Ordination of  
   Women to priesthood at St Michaels, Bpôs Stortford) 
Wed 26th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

St Maryôs, Furneux Pelham 
Sun 2nd 9.30am  BCP Holy Communion  
Sun 9th  11.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun 16th 9.30am  Caf® Church 
 

St Maryôs, Stocking Pelham 
Sun 30th 10.30am  Benefice Holy Communion 

RS- L@QX½R BGTQBG 

Furneux Pelham  

St. Maryõs Church 
Stocking Pelham 
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 The Manor of Corneybury 
In May the Local History Group meeting was all about the Manor of Corneybury. Most 
readers will know of Corneybury Farm to the north of the town, opposite the Redrow site, 
but did you know that Corneybury Manor used to encompass almost all of Buntingford 
stretching out to Wyddial, Throcking and Aspenden? The first mention of the Manor is in 
the Domesday Book compiled in 1086 on the orders of William the Conqueror who 
wanted a full inventory of all he owned and what taxes he could expect. William gave 
Corneybury, along with other land, to the Earl of Eustace who had fought alongside him.  

In around 1100 the estate passed to Hugh Triket who passed it on to the Church of Holy 
Trinity in Aldgate, London. They held the estate until the dissolution of the monasteries, 
relinquishing it to Henry VIII on 4th November 1531. It then passed to Sir Thomas Audley 
along with the monastery at Audley near Saffron Walden, which he transformed into 
Audley House. On Sir Thomasôs death his whole estate passed to his only daughter, 
Margaret, who inherited the Manors of Corneybury, worth Ã40, Milkeley, Hamels, Fryers, 
Westmill and Hormead Parva, plus properties in Ware, Braughing, Hoddesdon and 
Broxbourne. Margaretôs husband, Lord Henry Dudley, died in 1557 and her second 
husband, Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, was executed for high treason at the Tower 
of London on 10th June 1571. The manor passed to her 11-year-old son, now Lord 
Thomas Howard, who sold it in 1583 to John Crouch, a wealthy London merchant.  

The Crouch family are believed to have built parts of the Manor House at Corneybury 
that still stands today. Originally there was a moat, none of which remains. The Crouchôs 
were a large family with many estates in and around Buntingford, including Hamels, 
Alswick, Aspenden Hall and Owles Farm. On John Crouchôs death the estate passed not 
to his eldest son, who owed his father Ã600 and was bequeathed Alswick Hall, but to 
second son Thomas. It passed through successive Crouch males until 1690 when it was 
sold to Ralph Hawkins, a London brewer. In 1625, during the Crouch family ownership, 
an indenture was made that the then vicar of Layston, Reverend Alexander Strange who 
built St Peterôs Church, should receive the rent of 1 acre of land in Adam and Eve field on 
condition he preached one short sermon each year on faith and good works.  

The archives at Hertford contain a map, dated 1744, that names each individual field on 
the Corneybury estate. Many names are still used today including Nutslip, Downhall, 
Snales (Snells) Mead, Calves Pightel (The Pyghtle) to name but a few. The Manor is 
shown extending west up Baldock Road almost to Greenways; to Pupsey Hill,  opposite 
Alswick Hall, in the east; down London Road to Owles Lane in the south; and to the north 
up to the junction with Sandon Road. Some large buildings such as The Almshouses, 
Little Court, Buttermilk Hall and Alswick Hall are shown, as well as adjoining landowners 
and tenants of the various fields and farms and how much rent they paid.  

The Hawkins family owned the Corneybury estate for a century, until it was sold on 8th 
December 1790 to William Butt. The Butt family seem to have made their money with a 
coaching company based in Oxford Street or Regent Street in London. In 1763 William 
married Ann Young and poll records show that in 1802 they were living at Corneybury 
Manor House. William died in 1806 and the estate passed to his son, also William, who 
married Ann Wogdon, daughter of the gunsmith Robert Wogdon. They had at least four 
children, the eldest son being another William who inherited the estate in 1841. This 
William married Elizabeth Temple but census results show that they lived originally in 
Central London then moved to Bedfordshire, so although the Butts owned Corneybury 
they didnôt all live there. The 1851 census shows a James Porter living in the Manor 
House and farming the estate. The Porters had nine children, many of whom became 
farmers like their father. When James died his son Frederick Charles Porter took over 
running the Corneybury farm. Frederick described himself as a maltster and farmer, his 
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maltings being roughly where the Co-op now stands. He was quite a prominent man in 
the town, a JP, chairman of many local charities and holder of civic offices. The Porters 
farmed about 1000 acres and were major employers in Buntingford, employing 25 men 
and 7 boys in 1881. Frederick lived at Corneybury until his death on 21st November 1911. 
Many of the Crouch and Butt family have memorials in Layston Church and you can see 
pictures and details online at www.layston-church.org.uk  

Archive documents show that in January 1795 Mr Butt collected Ã235 & 1shilling in rent 
from the estate land, plus rent on various houses, cottages and inns. The collecting of 
rent and associated business was carried out in The George & Dragon Inn which stood  
in the High Street where the Isabel Hospice shop and neighbouring estate agents now sit. 

In 1879 Layston House, which was part of the estate, was put up for sale. This large 
house on London Road, almost opposite the turning for Aspenden, had 9 bedrooms, a 
drawing room, dining room, study, billiard room, cellars and bowling alley, plus a stable 
for 11 horses and 18 acres of land. It was bought by a Colonel Larking and his wife, then 
after the Colonelôs death a Captain Anastasius Eugene Tollemache moved in, living there 
until he died in 1912. The Butts held another sale in 1880, mostly of fields in and around 
Buntingford, but also of a 5 bedroomed farmhouse occupied by William Biscoe. This large 
house is on the west of the High Street at number 59, next to the Coffee Shop. 

William Butt died on 3rd December 1911, within two weeks of Frederick Porterôs death. 
The Butt family then put the whole estate up for sale by auction at the Technical Institute 
in Baldock Road on 31st May 1912. There were 34 individual lots, some of which didnôt 
sell. Lot 17 was Corneybury Manor House, with 130 acres of parkland and a further 402 
acres of arable. It failed to reach its reserve, but after the auction several offers were 
received by the sale agents and the family solicitors. Sir Edwin Dunning considered that it 
would cost Ã5000 to renovate the house and stables. Mr Sander offered Ã10,000. Mr 
Price may have been interested but he was also looking at another property and they 

!ÂÏÖÅȡ  4ÈÅ -ÁÎÏÒ (ÏÕÓÅ ÁÔ 
#ÏÒÎÅÙÂÕÒÙȟ ÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔȢ 
2ÉÇÈÔȡ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ &ÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ  

ΧίÔÈ-ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÂÙ #ÌÁÒË ÏÆ 2ÏÙÓÔÏÎȟ 
ÒÅÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ×××ȢÌÁÙÓÔÏÎÃÈÕÒÃÈȢÏÒÇȢÕË 

http://www.layston-church.org.uk
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BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY  
To celebrate Carers Week we will be holding a talk by Allison Purkiss about 
Alzheimerôs. Carers in Herts, Herts Musical Memories and Hertfordshire Libraries 
outreach services will be here with reminiscence boxes. So if you know someone who 
suffers from Alzheimerôs pop along on Thursday 13th June at 10.30am and have a 
cuppa. Carers in Herts also have their regular monthly meeting on the last Tuesday of 
the month at 10.30am ï a great way to meet new friends and get support.  

To find out more about our services, whatôs going on at the Library and great book 
reviews you can follow us on Facebook @BuntingfordLibrary.  

Remember, our online services are always available at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
libraries or through the libraries app so youôre never without a good read. 

Diary of events in June 
Every Thursday, 2.15ï2.45 pm ï Toddlersô Tales and Rhymes for the under 5s 
Thursday 13th at 10.30am ï Alzheimerôs talk  
Friday 7th from 4pm ï Soft Toy Sleepover  

didnôt want to rush him. Mr Wedd offered Ã10,000 but he also wanted lot 23, a freehold 
farmhouse, now 100 High Street, and lot 25 which was six cottages on the High Street 
north of Brambles Pub. The records donôt show how much the Manor House eventually 
sold for but Mr Wedd was the buyer. Once again the new owner didnôt move into the 
house, leaving the Porter family to run the farm. Mr Wedd was originally a harness-
maker, having a shop with his father in Fowlmere, who went on to farm a property in 
Meldreth. He died on 26th November 1927 and was buried in Meldreth.  

Lot 24 in the sale is the house now known as Corneybury Cottage. This was built in the 
1500s as an óopen hall houseô, which meant there was one large hall with a fire in the 
centre that vented up through a hole in the ridge of the roof. The hall was heightened in 
1650 and the house re-fronted. A thatched rear wing was added at some time. By the 
1910 Inland Revenue Survey the property had been split into two cottages occupied by a 
Mr Benstead and a Mr Bright with their families. Lot 24 was sold to a Mr Hamilton for 
Ã150. In 1919 Mr Wedd bought it for Ã220. It was sold again to a Victor Pollard for Ã250, 
who in turn sold it to Charles Smith in 1941. It then changed hands several times, first to 
Edwin Brown, a draper from Hertford, then in 1944 to Thomas Crook for Ã350, then to 
David Mungavin for Ã850 in 1945. Next was Mildred Mary Church who in 1948 sold it to 
R Ward for Ã4950. Ronald Drummond Ward sold it to Ian Niven, who later instigated the 
twinning of Buntingford with Luynes. The current owners took possession in 1994. 

So what happened to Corneybury Farm and Manor House following Mr Weddôs death in 
1927? Well, a Mr Noy from Camborne in Cornwall was visiting a friend nearby when he 
saw the farm was up for sale. He bought it in 1929. His wife and young family stayed in 
Cornwall to run the farm there, until they all moved up to Buntingford in 1934. The actual 
farmhouse had not been lived in for 20 years, so the family moved first into a house on 
the High Street almost opposite Brambles. They moved to the farmhouse some time later 
and generations of the Noy family have lived there and farmed the estate ever since. 

Carol Emery, Buntingford Local History Group 

If you would like to find out more about your town then please come along to our 
meetings, held in the Magnolia Room in Buntingford Library on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 2:15pm. It only costs a pound and everyone is welcome. Our meeting in 

June is a trip to Cromer Windmill. We will be back at the library in July.  
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Twenty automobiles, one lorry and 42 NUTS & BOLTS 
enjoyed Drive it Sunday 2019 with a one-hour tour through 
the lanes on the eastern side of the A10, including some 
that they had never seen before. The route ï which was 
organised by Glyn Jones & Bob Johnson with Graham 
Wilson from Braughing ï took in Buckland, Barkway, 
Anstey, Brent Pelham, Hormead and Dassels before 
finishing in Braughing. The photos show some of the NUTS 
members before setting off (top) and lining up to tackle the 
ford at Braughing on the way to the Village Hall for tea.  

Several members 
of the public took a 
look at the cars  
as they gathered in 
the Town Car Park 
and a group of 
óHellôs Angelsô with 
their bright shiny 
Harley Davidsons 
were having a BBQ 
at the top of the 
High Street and 
gave them a cheer 
and a wave as they 
drove by.  

A few spots of rain 
threatened at the 
beginning of the 
afternoon but it 
came to very little, 
so again the 
vehicle owners 
were very lucky 
with the weather. 
The trip finished 
with a lovely Sunday Afternoon Tea at Braughing Village Hall. This regular event had 
been brought forward a week for NUTS and the hall was packed with other members of 
the public and a Cycling Club. 

Jean Cook 
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

With the elections now over, the new Council can move forward and 
continue work on some of the Councilôs projects. These include the 
new Cemetery and the Playground refurbishments.  

Our elected Town Councillors have now had the opportunity to consider the four 
applications received for co-option to the Council. All four were very strong candidates 
and after a difficult decision-making process the three successful candidates were Pat 
Furness, Brian Lemay and Ross Craddock. We would like to take this opportunity to 
wish them a positive and happy Term of Office. 

Many of you will have heard of Finn, the brave police dog who suffered life-threatening 
injuries whilst on police duty. Happily Finn recovered and since then he and his owner 
Dave Wardell have campaigned to get óFinnôs Lawô through Parliament. Under this new 
legislation, which recently received Royal Assent, causing unnecessary suffering to a 
service animal is now an offence in England and Wales. There are moves to extend this 
to Scotland, Northern Ireland and beyond. We are extremely proud that this courageous 
and increasingly famous dog is from Buntingford and the Town Council thought it fitting 
to recognise not only his bravery but the work that he and his owner have undertaken  
to protect service animals. It has therefore been decided that it is fitting to award Finn 
the Freedom of the Town, the fourth recipient of this special award. Finn will receive his 
award at the Councilôs Civic Reception on the 28th June. 

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town Council has published a number of Privacy 
Notices, which can be viewed on the Town Council website. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

Website: www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

Town Council meetings for June  

Thurs 6th  June 
 

Thurs 13th June 
 

Thurs 27th June 
 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee  

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  

8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. Members of 

the public are welcome to attend. Please check the BTC website for details.  

If you would like to advertise your event in the Buntingford Journal,  
please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095  
or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
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News from Your District & 
County Councillor, 
Cllr Jeff Jones 

I am very pleased to have been re-elected, 
together with Cllr Stan Bull, to East Herts 
District Council at the local elections held on 
2nd May. Thanks to all who voted for us. We 
will ensure that we carry on the good work 
we have done over the past 4-year term, 
giving Buntingford a strong voice at East 
Herts Council. It was a very late night at the 
count at Wodson Park, which immediately 
followed the election. Buntingford Ward was 
the last but one to be declared, at 5am! We 
left as dawn was breaking to the sound of 
birds singing.  

The full result of the voting in Buntingford is 
given below. The turnout was 28.87% and 
27 ballot papers were rejected. 

East Herts District Council has a total of  
50 seats and the political make-up of the 
Council is now: Conservatives 40 seats,  
Lib Dems 6, Labour 2 and Greens 2. 

East Herts District Council Election Result for Buntingford, May 2019 

Closure of Barclays Bank 
The petition against the closure of our only High Street bank was officially handed to  
the branch manager, Mr Neil Prior, last month. The petition contained approximately  
500 signatures representing residents and businesses objecting to the closure, and 
requesting a ñstay of executionò for 2 years to further monitor footfall at the branch.  
I received a phone call from Barclays head office acknowledging the petition but, not 
surprisingly, indicating that they would not be reviewing the closure. I requested this in 
writing but to date nothing has been received.  

#ÏÕÎÃÉÌÌÏÒÓ 3ÔÁÎ "ÕÌÌ ɉÌÅÆÔɊ ÁÎÄ  
*Åǟ *ÏÎÅÓ ɉÒÉÇÈÔɊ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 7ÏÄÓÏÎ 0ÁÒËȢ 

Name of 

Candidate 
Home Address Description (if any) 

Number of 

votes  

BULL 
Stan 

(address in East 
Hertfordshire) 

The Conservative Party 
Candidate 

782 (E) 

HARRINGTON 
Karl 

(address in East 
Hertfordshire) 

Liberal Democrats 336 

JONES 
Jeff 

Brook Cottage, Chipping, 
Buntingford, Hertfordshire, 
SG9 0PG 

The Conservative Party 
Candidate 

872 (E) 

MARTIN 
Anthony David 

19 Freman Drive, 
Buntingford, Hertfordshire, 
SG9 9TD 

Labour Party 282 

WOOLLCOMBE 
David Rupert 

(address in East 
Hertfordshire) 

The Green Party 512 

(Continued on page 22) 



22  

 

 

This month the new Buntingford Community 
Person of the Year Award is officially launched 
under the title UNSUNG HERO AWARD ï the idea 
is the same, just the name has changed. The 
award is being supported by the Buntingford 
Chamber of Commerce, Buntingford Town Council 
and Buntingford Civic Society. The awards ï one 
for those aged 20 and over, one for those aged 19 
and under ï are intended to give recognition to 
local people who have made a significant, often 
óunsungô, voluntary contribution to the community.  

So look out for the new posters (left) and if you 
know someone you believe merits recognition then 
please do nominate them. Nomination forms are 
available from the Manor House and various 
outlets around the Town. Thereôs also an online 
version on the Chamber of Commerce website at 
www.buntingfordchamberofcommerce.co.uk. 

The closing date for receiving nominations is 1st November 2019.  

Buntingford Litter Pick 
Many thanks to the 
fantastic turnout of 40 
volunteers, young, old 
and canine, who gave up 
their time on Sunday 28th 
April to litter pick the 
town. An impressive 40 
bags of rubbish was 
collected on the day. 
Grateful thanks to óPlastic 
Free Buntingfordô who 
helped me promote this 
event and to East Herts 
Council for supplying  
the equipment and for 
collecting the filled sacks. 
Buntingford is now a 
cleaner place for us all  
to enjoy. 

Tai Chi 
Come and try Tai Chi every Thursday 2pm or 3pm at the Seth Ward Community Centre. 
These classes are led by Tai Chi expert Kim Noyma and are a great way to get active. 
The first session is free and if you enjoy the experience further classes are Ã3 per 
session. Beginners are welcome and you just have to follow Kimôs lead. 

Councillor Advice 
I receive many requests for advice and help on District or County Council matters. If you 
have concerns you need help with, I am always available ï contact details below. 

Cllr Jeff Jones, District and County Councillor, Buntingford Ward 

07836 232 963 / Jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

!ÌÌ ÓÅÔ ÔÏ ÇÏȦ 4ÈÅ ΪΦ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȟ ÁÒÍÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÉÔÔÅÒ-ÐÉÃËÉÎÇ 
ÓÔÉÃËÓȟ ÇÌÏÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÃËÓȟ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÅÍÂÁÒË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÕÐȢ 

4ÈÅÙ ǢÌÌÅÄ ΪΦ ÂÁÇÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÕÂÂÉÓÈ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÓÏÒÔÓȢ 
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Summer Fair @ St Maryôs Church, Reed  
Saturday 22

nd 
June, 12noon to 4pm 

St Maryôs Church will be a hive of activity as we team up with the Friends of Reed 
School for our Summer Fair. Come and enjoy a tasty BBQ, browse our cake, nearly 
new and toy stalls, relax with a cup of tea, delicious cake, strawberries and cream, or 
something from the bar. There will be something for everyone and all are welcome. 

Reed Choir Summer Concert 
Saturday 22

nd
 June, 6.30pm  in St Maryôs Church 

Reed Choir are staging a concert to raise money to buy choral music and to launch an 
organ fund for St Maryôs Church. All are invited to this special evening, where you will 
hear a broad range of music, both sacred and secular, from Mozart and Faure to 
Rutter and Stainer, from Abba and Labi Siffre to Simon & Garfunkel and Elvis Presley. 
A bar and barbecue will be available from 6.30pm and the bar will also be available in 
the interval. Tickets Ã10 adults, Ã5 children over 5. They can be reserved in advance 
from lizkershaw@hotmail.co.uk and some tickets will be available on the door. 

Reed choir welcomes singers from age 8 upwards. There is no upper age limit and no 
auditions are required. For more information about the choir or the concert, please 
contact Liz Kershaw on lizkershaw@hotmail.co.uk or 07702 838006. 

Community Garden Update 

Spring has sprung and we are looking forward 
to some warmer weather as I write this. The 
garden has changed quite a bit since last year, 
when the only crop was the pumpkins which 
took up most of the vegetable planting area.  

This year, with some very welcome help, we 
have designed a new layout so that we can 
add many more varieties of fruit and veg to the 
edible garden, whilst maintaining the flowers 
and shrubs already established. Unfortunately, 
the seating area and planters are in need of some repair but we are hopeful that this will 
happen in the next couple of months. In the meantime, the rhubarb is looking plentiful 
and the raspberries are on their way. A segmented circle has been created where we 
have planted onions, with other sections planted with beetroot and strawberries so far. 
Courgettes and butternut squash will soon be flourishing around the edges. Thanks to a 
donation, we have been able to add three cordon fruit trees: an apple, cherry and plum. 

Please feel free to take a stroll up the path in front of the Police Station and help yourself 
to anything that looks ripe and ready for picking ï you can't beat the taste of freshly 
picked produce! The community garden is maintained by volunteers and any offers of 
time to help grow, plant, weed or water would be gratefully received, as would any ideas 
on how to improve it.  

You can contact Madela on 07778 298605 or buntingfordintransition@gmail.com, or 
look us up on the Buntingford in Transition Facebook group page to get involved with 
discussions and find out about upcoming events. 

Madela and the Team 

mailto:lizkershaw@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lizkershaw@hotmail.co.uk
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 Barkway Village Market  
ñA lovely day ï despite the weather!ò 

A record number of people visited the 
Barkway Market in May, which this year was 
opened by Hotel Chocolat CEO Angus 
Thirlwell, accompanied by the peal of church 
bells. Visitors dodged the raindrops by taking 
shelter in tradersô marquees, rummaging 
through quality vintage items, home-ware, 
garden-ware and plants, clothing and 
jewellery. The villageôs stunning Grade I listed 
church offered more respite from the rain 
along with this yearôs craft fair ï the pews 
were filled with wonderful creations by 
talented local crafters and artisans. Back 
outside, many warmed themselves with 
delicious hot chocolate from the Chocmobile; 
there was tea and cake aplenty from the 
church and school kitchens; and the stalls 
offered everything from homemade pies and 
cheeses to bread, fudge and Turkish Delight. 

When the sun shone visitors marvelled at 
the birds of prey, rode the mini steam 
train courtesy of Royston & District 
Engineering Society, climbed aboard 
Royston's fire engine, accompanied by 
the sounds of the Royston Brass Band 
and North Herts FM. Some parents even 
took advantage and popped their children 
in the back of PCSO Chris Brabrook's 
police van! For many the highlight of the 
afternoon was undoubtedly meeting local 
hero and Britain's Got Talent celebrity 

police dog óFabulous Finnô and PC Dave Wardell. 
[For more news of Finn, see the Buntingford Town 
Council piece on page 20. Ed.]  

The annual Barkway Market is 
organised by a team of village 
volunteers to raise funds for our 
Village Hall which hosts groups and 
activities that benefit local people. 
Other beneficiaries include the 7th 
Royston (Barkway) Scout Group who 
this year ran the car park, our village 
Church and Barkway School & 
Preschool. Finally, we would like to 
thank everyone who helped to make 
this yearôs market so successful. 

 
Barkway Village Market Committee, 2019 

!ÂÏÖÅȡ 6ÉÎÔÁÇÅ ÆÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ǢÅÌÄȢ 
2ÉÇÈÔȡ 7ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ËÅÔÔÌÅ ÔÏ ÂÏÉÌȦ 
"ÅÌÏ×ȡ ,ÏÃÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÂÏÙ &ÉÎÌÅÙ ÍÅÅÔÓ  
ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÄÏÇ &ÉÎÎ ÁÎÄ 0# $ÁÖÅ 7ÁÒÄÅÌÌȢ 

!ÎÄ "ÕÄÄÙȟ ÔÈÅ 'ÕÉÄÅ $ÏÇȢ 


