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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

11:00am ï 11:45am 
 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:00pm ï 6:45pm  
 
 

4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:30pm 

 

7:30pm ï 9:45pm 
 

8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

11:00am & 11:45am 

 
4:15pm ï 9:00pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 7:45pm 

 
7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm  
 

8:10pm ï 8:55pm  

 

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall (term time). Contact Jen Harris 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class, to age 5. Term time at Seth 
Ward CC. Ã2 per child. Contact the Buntingford Collective on Facebook. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Positive Movement exercises at Seth Ward CC. Ã3. 01462 678804. 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Ballet Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward CC. Contact Peter Deacon 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. 
Call Danny on 07879 853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p for 
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

Tappy Toes at Seth Ward CC. Dance & movement for children who are 
confidently walking, up to age 4. Ã2 per family. Term time only. 01763 273008.  

Ballet, Modern & Tap Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School of 
Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

HIIT (High Intensity Interval Training), suitable for all levels, at Benson Hall. 
Contact Irene on 07802 418755 or email: ig@irenegibson.co.uk 

Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Irene on 07802 418755 or email: 
ig@irenegibson.co.uk 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

óBraughing Singô Community Choir at Jenyns School, Braughing. 
Contact Elaine 07501 495940 / 01763 289738 / www.braughingsing.com. 

Adult Tap Dance Classes for Fun & Fitness at Freman College.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

D   E  ï J  2017 
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WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
12noon ï 1:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

6:45pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm  

 
8:00pm 
 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

9:45am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00 
  
  

 1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
 

 
 
 
2:00pm ï 3:00pm 

 
4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

4:30pm ï 7:45pm 
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

6:30pm ï 7:00pm  
 
 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 
 

 

 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Pilates at Benson Hall. Contact Irene on 07802 418755 or email: 
ig@irenegibson.co.uk 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cardio Blast at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 
647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 

Ware & District Photographic Society at Arts Centre, Kibes Lane, Ware, 
SG12 7ED.  SepïMay. Barbara 01920 822104 or see www.wareps.org.uk  
 
 

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
 

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
  

Pilates (Beginners) at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui Smith 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Street Dance Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010. 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Adelaide  07710 550050. 
 

Body Conditioning Classes, suitable for all abilities, at Layston School. 
Contact Irene on 07802 418755 or email: ig@irenegibson.co.uk 

Free Tennis at Norfolk Road Multigames Area, May to Sep.  
All ages/abilities ï buntingfordtennis@btinternet.com / 
www.buntingfordtennisclub.co.uk 

 
 
 

W '  O   
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7:15pm ï 8:00pm 

 
7.30pm  

8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am ï 10:30am  
 

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am ï 12:00 
  

  
1:15pm 
  

4:15pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

 

SATURDAYS 
9:00am ï 1:00pm 
 
 

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï11:00am 
  

 
2:15pm ï 4:15pm 

SUNDAYS 

10:00am ï 12noon 
 
 

 

 
 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Irene on 07802 418755 or email: 
ig@irenegibson.co.uk 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Lisa on 07951 533395. 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 

WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler Rhyme Time at Seth Ward CC. Singing group. Ã1 per child. 
Term time only. 01763 273008. 
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 

 All Abilities MultiSports at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 
  

Lab-Tots sessions at the Library ï 9th & 30th June, 14th July. Call Sophia on 
07720 292350 or email: labtots.preschool.science@gmail.com  

Ballet & Modern Dance Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School 
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

 

Ballet, Modern & Tap Dance Classes at Freman College and at URC Hall 
(9amï12noon). Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
 

Walking Football at Norfolk Rd Multigames Area, Bowling Green Lane. Ã2 
per session. For more info call Jeff Jones 01763 274800 /  07836 232963. 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Free Tennis at Norfolk Road Multigames Area, April to Oct. All ages/abilities ï 
buntingfordtennis@btinternet.com / www.buntingfordtennisclub.co.uk 

D   E  ï J  2017 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal, please contact: 

Christine Noble on 01763 273095  

or email Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk. 

Or if you have a story to tell, a service to offer, an anecdote, a poem or  

a photograph youôre proud of, why not share it with other Journal 

readers?  I would love to hear from anyone with a possible editorial 

contribution. If you have something to say but feel you canôt write it 

yourself, perhaps we could have a chat and I could write it for you? 
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J̜̌̕ 
 

Sat 3rd, 10th  
Sun 4th, 11th 

 

Mon 5th 
 

Tues 6th 
 

Wed 7th 
 

Thurs 8th  
 

Thurs 8th  
 

Thurs 8th  
 

Sat 10th  
 

Sat 10th  
 

Mon 12th  
 

 
 
Mon 12th  
 

Wed 14th  
 

Wed 14th  
 

Thurs 15th 
 

 
Fri 16th  
 

 
 
Fri 16th 
 

 
Sat 17th  
 

Mon 19
th
  

 

Wed 21st  
 

Fri 23rd 
 

Sat 24th  
 

Wed 28th  

J̜̠̓ 
Sat 1st  
 

Fri 7th, 21st 
Sat 8th, 22nd 

 

Sat 8th  
 

Sun 9th  
 

Sat 15th  
 

Sun 16th 
 

 
Buntingford Cougars 5-A-Side Tournament at The Bury.  
See the Buntingford Cougars website for details. 

 

7:30pm Buntingford Town FC AGM at The Bury (page 46). 
 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

7:45pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club at URC Hall (page 19). 
 

7amï10pm General Election Polling Day. 
 

7:15 for 7:30pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 45).  
 

8pm Buntingford Dramatic Society Open Panto Auditions (page 9).  
 

Trip to National Arboretum with Royal British Legion. 
 

7 for 7:15pm A Night at the Races fundraiser in Meldreth (see page 35).  
 

12noonï2:30pm Jazz on the Heath at Therfield Heath Caf® with Dave 
Ranceôs Rocking Chair Band. Ã7 on the door. Future dates: 24th July,  
21st Aug, 18th Sept, 16th Oct, 13th Nov.  

 

1:30pm U3A Monthly Meeting at the Community Centre (see page 33). 
 

12noon B.A.L.A. Lunch at Benson Hall, followed by AGM (see page 44). 
 

8pm RBL Buntingford Branch Meeting, at The Crown (see page 48). 
 

Hormead & Hare Street Garden Club, members garden visit. Any queries 
ring Anthony Pearce 01763 848564. 

 

7:30pm Live Acoustic Evening at Buntingford Coffee Shop. Ã25 per 
person, includes sharing platters. Drop by the shop or contact 
info@thebuntingfordcoffeeshop.co.uk. Itôs the fun place to be! 

 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown,  
Donna Martin ï The Soham Railway Disaster. 

 

Civic Day ï walks with Buntingford Civic Society (see page 10). 
 

8pm Unplugged Acoustic Night at The Crown, Market Hill. 
 

Buntingford Gardenersô Club Day Trip to RHS Hyde Hall (see page 19). 
 

to Sun 16th July Thaxted Festival ï www.thaxtedfestival.org.uk. 
 

7:30pm Music for a Summer Evening at Chrishall Church (page 31).  
 

3:30ï4:30pm E&HAA New Helicopter on Royston Heath (see page 19). 
 

 

Buntingford In Bloom Competition ï judging day (see page 24).  
 

Doors open 7pm (Fri) or 7:30pm (Sat) Buntingford Dramatic Society 
presents óGoing Greenô (see page 25). 

 

12ï6pm Braughing Fair & Wheelbarrow Race (see page 47).  
 

1ï5pm Anstey Fair in the grounds of Anstey Bury (see page 9).  
 

2ï5pm Strawberry Fair & Tabletop Sale, Westmill (see page 18).  
 

12ï4pm Jazz in the Garden at North Farm, Reed (see page 33).  
 

D   Y  D 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 17:30 
  Friday 14:00 ï 17:30 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading  

First of all, many congratulations to Jeff Jones on being elected as the representative for 
Buntingford Division on Herts County Council (see page 21). He still retains his role as 
our District Councillor on East Herts District Council, and has been elected Chairman of 
that body by his fellow District Councillors. We wish him well in what will be a busy year!   

At the Civic Society AGM, the issue that members most wanted to talk about was how 
untidy the paths and pavements of Buntingford are looking, and have done for some time 
despite volunteer clean-ups and litter-picks. Litter is one of two main contributors to the 
mess, the other being weeds which are growing in profusion. There was some discussion 
about whether the Civic Society should try to organise a permanent voluntary group to 
tackle the problem, but it was generally felt that responsibility really lies with our District 
Council who pay contractors for such work and should be held to account, especially as 
Buntingford pays the highest Council Tax in the County.  

With this as a backdrop, it is interesting to see (page 22) that East Herts have just 
announced new on-the-spot fines of Ã80 for anyone caught leaving litter of any kind. 
They have appointed a private company, Kingdom Services Group, to enforce this new 
ólawô, as well as Fixed Penalty Notices of Ã100 for anyone caught not cleaning up after 
their dog. So the emphasis is on fining offenders caught in the act rather than on cleaning 
up, and I am left wondering how this will help us in Buntingford? Also, Kingdom were the 
subject of a recent BBC Panorama investigation which raised several concerns about 
how they operate. Civil Rights lawyers are worried by this outsourcing of law enforcement 
to private companies which have, at best, mixed motives, and perhaps we should be too.  

Still on the subject of litter, as Val Hume explains in her regular W.I. article (page 45), this 
year the W.I. have adopted as one of their two national Resolutions the global problem of 
plastics polluting the oceans, in particular microplastic fibres which are wreaking havoc 
with the ocean food chain. But enough of this gloom and doom. Summer is here (almost!) 
and there are plenty of events coming up to enjoy that you will find in these pages.  
And Buntingford Community Choir are recruiting new singers ï no experience required, 
just enthusiasm and a willingness to sing on Monday evenings. Why not give it a go?  
Itôs definitely good for you. Enjoy the month of June! 

Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the July/August 2017  

Journal is Saturday 17th June 2017 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

Post Office service in growing Buntingford  

A little more on the issue of undelivered items being taken to Ware rather than 
Buntingford Post Office for customer collection, but not very reassuring from the Royal 
Mail. Shortly before the suspension of all MPs due to the General Election, Sir Oliver 
Heald QC was pursuing my complaint with Michael Hogg, Public Affairs Manager of the 
Royal Mail Group. Below are extracts from the two replies that Sir Oliver received: 

 ñDear Sir Oliver 

Thank you for your enquiry on behalf of your constituent Derek Cooper regarding the 
collection of undelivered items from Buntingford Post Office ... 

I have contacted Paul Johnson the Ware Delivery Office Manager for an explanation é 
Paul has advised me that in the past customers could collect undelivered mail items 
from Buntingford Post Office which could not be delivered first time. Due to the 
significant population growth in Buntingford, the Post Office found they were no longer 
able to provide this service due to space constraints and asked Royal Mail to cease the 
arrangement. Due to this request when a customer receives a óSomething for youô card 
they will now collect their undelivered mail items from Ware Delivery Office. 

If a customer is not at home when we attempt to deliver first time we will try to deliver it 
to a neighbour. [Apart from Royal Mail Special Delivery GuaranteedÈ items and 
inbound international items that require a customer signature.] If customers cannot or 
do not wish to collect their undeliverable mail from Ware Delivery Office, they can 
nominate a dedicated neighbour to take in their parcel by completing a form at the 
delivery office. They can also arrange a redelivery free of charge on another day 
convenient to them, including a Saturday. This can be to the same address or to 
another address in the same postcode area. This service can be arranged by calling the 
telephone number on the óSomething for youô card we leave at the time or by visiting 
www.royalmail.com/redelivery é Customers can still collect their items from 
Buntingford Post Office but they will now be charged a small fee using the Local Collect 
service éò 

And ñé I have been advised by Paul Johnson, the Ware Delivery Office Manager, that 
all postmen and women have been briefed on alternative redelivery options available to 
customers should they not be at home when we attempt delivery first time. I hope this 
gives your constituent the necessary reassurance ... 

Yours sincerely 
Michael Hogg, Public Affairs Manager ï Royal Mail Group 
Royal Mail HQ, 100 Victoria Embankment, London EC4Y 0HQò 

Derek Cooper 

Editorôs Note: From this a few things seem clear. First the explanation printed last month 
from Royal Mailôs Laura Tarling was wrong. Second, Buntingfordôs growing population is 
now being blamed for the withdrawal of the collection facility at our own Post Office. And 
third, we can still collect parcels from there ï if we pay for the privilege.  

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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PLEASE NOTE: The MPõs surgery in Buntingford  

with the Rt Hon Sir Oliver Heald QC, scheduled  

for Friday 9th June and advertised in last  
monthõs Journal, has been CANCELLED due to  

the forthcoming General Election.  

Anstey Fair  

Sunday 9th July 2017, 1ï 5pm 
A Traditional Country Fair in the grounds of Anstey Bury  

near Buntingford, off the B1368 (satnavs SG9 0DF) 

Fun for everyone:  ß Interesting stalls   ß Live music   ß A variety of 
activities and games  ß Bar   ß BBQ   ß Teas   ß Home-made cakes   

ß Local produce  ß Books   ß Raffle  ß And much more é   

Adults Ã1 / Children under 16 free / Free car parking 
For more details visit our website: www.ansteyfair.org 

Proceeds towards Anstey Church, Anstey Village Hall and Anstey First School 

9ǾŜǊ ŦŀƴŎƛŜŘ ǘǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎΚ  aŜŜǝƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚ  5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΚ  

.ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ !ƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ōƻƻǘΚ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ [ƛǧƭŜ WŀŎƪ IƻǊƴŜǊΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ΦΦΦ 

.ǳƴǝƴƎŦƻǊŘ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ 5ǊŀƳŀǝŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ό.5{ύ 

hǇŜƴ tŀƴǘƻ !ǳŘƛǝƻƴǎhǇŜƴ tŀƴǘƻ !ǳŘƛǝƻƴǎ  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ уǘƘ WǳƴŜ нлмт 

.Ŝƴǎƻƴ Iŀƭƭ Ϫ уǇƳ 

Ψ[ƛǧƭŜ WŀŎƪ IƻǊƴŜǊΩ ōȅ tŀǳƭ wŜŀƪŜǎ 

tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎΥ нƴŘΣ оǊŘΣ фǘƘ ϧ млǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму 

.5{ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎΣ ōŀŎƪǎǘŀƎŜ ŎǊŜǿΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŎǊŜǿΣ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ 

ƘƻǳǎŜΦ bƻ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ŎŀǊŘ όƻǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘύ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦǳǎǎȅΗ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ǎψŎψƳƛǘŎƘŜƭƭϪŎƭƻǳŘΦŎƻƳ κ ŜǊƛŎŀƧƻŎŜƭȅƴϪǘŀƭƪǘŀƭƪΦƴŜǘ 
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

The Civic Society AGM took place on 25th April at the Benson Hall ï our thanks to all 
those who attended but we would have liked to have seen a few more of you! 

The main topic of conversation seemed to be the untidiness of our Town ï general litter, 
weeds on footpaths and verges, and the River Rib being the main areas of concern. It 
was suggested that perhaps the Civic Society could arrange more óTown Tidyô events  
but it was also felt that as we pay the highest Community Charge in East Herts we  
are being failed by EHDC and HCC. A difficult one, but I shall talk to the Town Council to 
make them aware of our membersô concerns. 

Have those of you who take the Buntingford and Royston edition of the Hertfordshire 
Mercury noticed that there is now virtually nothing in it about Buntingford (or Royston)?  
I have emailed the new Editor and he has commented as follows: 

ñI am sorry if you feel like the Buntingford and Royston edition is being overlooked 
and I accept that in recent weeks we have not had as much local content as we would 
like. As a business we are under ever increasing pressures in terms of resources and 
therefore it is hard to attend local council meetings and events in all of the areas we 
cover. We do have a reporter who specifically covers the patch and I will take it on 
board that we need to try harder to find more local content. In the future, would you 
like to send your content to newsdesk@hertsessexnews.co.uk and I will try to make 
sure I find a space for it in the paper.ò 

Don't forget Civic Day is on 17th June. The Civic Society is arranging a rural footpath 
ramble event and heritage walk to mark the day. If you would like to take part please let 
Deputy Chairman Graham Waite know ï email him at graham@gwservices.co.uk. 

Also do remember Buntingford in Bloom 2017 ï judging will take place on 1st July. The 
closing date for entries is 12th June. The entry form is printed on page 24.  

The Buntingford and Community Area Neighbourhood Plan is now a formal planning 
document. It was formally ómadeô at the EHDC Council meeting on Wednesday 10th May 
and will now have full weight in the consideration of any planning applications in the 
Neighbourhood area. 

Finally it is with much sadness that we learnt of the passing of former Town Clerk Derrick 
Hughes. Our thoughts go to his family at this difficult time. 

Graham Bonner, Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 

The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the Civic  

Society  or it can be purchased from:   

A CUT ABOVE  ·  AGORA  ·  THE CO-OP  ·  DELISSIMO   

McCOLLôS (The Post Ofice) ·   MARK DOEL ·   PIGGOTTS   

THE FOX AT ASPENDEN 

mailto:newsdesk@hertsessexnews.co.uk
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Buntingford Civic Society ï What We Do 

Buntingford Civic Society is a successful organisation that works with the local Councils 
and other bodies to improve the fabric of the Town and to help develop a sense of civic 
pride in Buntingford. Since 1972, the Civic Society has led or been significantly involved 
in enhancement, planning, restoration and communication associated with improving 
aspects of life in Buntingford. These activities have included: 

Enhancement 

¶ Erection of óWelcomeô Boundary Signs 

¶ Planting around the Boundary Signs 

¶ Donation of a framed óbiographyô of Bishop Seth Ward to augment the portrait of Seth 
Ward at the Manor House 

¶ Erection of the Town Sign on Market Hill 

¶ Financial contribution to and assistance with installation of Christmas Lights 

¶ Fitting of Blue Plaques to buildings of historical interest 

¶ Improvement of Town Notice Boards 

¶ Provision of seats in Layston Gardens and on the Causeway 

¶ Financial assistance to Aspenden Parish Council for childrenôs play equipment 

¶ Tree planting in Layston Court Gardens  

¶ Provision of a Layston Gardens water supply 

¶ Illumination of the Almshouse frontage 

¶ Installation of the Seth Ward Plaque at the Community Centre 

¶ Clearing the River Rib 

Planning 

¶ Providing comments on Local Planning Applications, County Structure Plans, the 
East of England Plan, the East Hertfordshire Plan and the Local Development 
Framework 

¶ Campaigning for a Town By-pass 

¶ Consultation on High Street enhancement 

¶ Taking a prominent role in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, as well as the 
earlier 1986 Town Plan, and contributing to the Local Community Strategy  

¶ Conducting opinion surveys and organised meetings on matters of local interest 

Restoration 

¶ The Jubilee Pump on Market Hill 

¶ The Cage at the Bottom of Church Street 

¶ The Milestone by St. Peterôs Church 

Communication 

¶ Publication of the Buntingford Journal 

¶ Buntingford Civic Society Website ï www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

¶ Preparation of a set of Illustrated Town Trails 

¶ Assistance with Buntingford Area Footpaths Map 

Financial Support 

¶ To Freman College in its quest for Specialist School Status 

¶ To the Buntingford Relief In Need Charity for restoration of the Old Town Clock 

¶ For the Millennium Town Clock 

¶ For the Restoration of the War Memorial 

¶ To the Town Carnival Committee 
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Name  ...............................................................................................................  (Please Print) 
 

Address  ....................................................................................................................................  

 ....................................................................................................................................................  
 

Postcode  ....................................................... Tel No  .............................................................  
 

Email address  ..........................................................................................................................  
 

Signed  ......................................................................................................................................  
 

CURRENT ANNUAL MEMBE RSHIP FEE:  £10 per Household  

 (includes hand delivery of the Buntingford Journal to your door)  

TO JOIN THE CIVIC SO CIETY as a NEW member, please complete this form and 

post it, together with a cheque made payable to Buntingford Civic Society, to:  

Mr Peter Hay,  c/o Country Properties,  

34 High Street,  Buntingford, Herts SG9 9AQ  

Email enquiries to the BCS Chairman:  graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk  

Buntingford Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Membership Application Form for New Members  

For Civic Society use only  

Membership fee paid by:  cheque                           cash 

In addition, we have provided financial support to other Town organisations whose 
activities are consistent with our own aims; we were instrumental in the resurrection of 
the Carnival and continue to be involved in other local working/advisory groups.  

Buntingford Civic Society is a registered charity (no. 1014873) funded by membership 
subscription fees and by the revenue obtained from the sale of advertising space in the 
Buntingford Journal. Through our membership of Civic Voice, the Campaign for the 
Protection of Rural England (CPRE) and the Association of North Thames Amenity 
Societies (ANTAS) we are able to have influence on a wider range of planning issues. 

If you might be interested in spending a few hours a month involved in this type of activity 
and/or would like to attend one of our Committee meetings as an observer, please 
contact the chairman Graham Bonner on 271014 / graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 
or the secretary Carol Noble on 272508 / carolnoble59@hotmail.co.uk. If you would 
like to join the Civic Society as an ordinary member, please complete the form below. 
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NCSC advice following the recent international cyber attack 
The ransomware attack that hit world headlines recently was a specific variation of a 
type of ransomware known as óWannacryptô, which attacked a vulnerability in devices 
running Microsoft Windows operating systems. Other systems, such as Apple Mac and 
Linux, were not affected by this particular attack. 

If you have Microsoft Windows 10:  Your system should be protected. 

If you have older, supported, versions of Microsoft Windows ï Windows 8.1, 
Windows 7:  Your system should be protected, so long as you allow system 
updates.  For these versions of Windows, you should run Windows Update. 

If you have Windows XP or Windows 8:  These are no longer supported by Microsoft, 
but in view of the seriousness of the attack Microsoft have released a security patch for 
older versions. This can be found via the GetSafeOnline.org website under the heading 
óRansomware: urgent advice for Windows XP usersô.  Alternatively, you can get there 
directly via https://blogs.technet. microsoft.com/msrc/2017/05/12/customer-
guidance-for-wannacrypt-attacks/  The patches for each of these older versions of 
Microsoft can be found at the bottom section of the page entitled óFurther Resourcesô. 

If you are unsure which version of Windows you have, check your deviceôs properties.  

The UKôs National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) is focusing on two lines of defence. 
First, to limit the spread and impact of attacks that have already occurred ï a variety of 
tools are available to help organisations and individuals. Guidance can be found on The 
NCSCôs homepage at ncsc.gov.uk. Second, it is possible that a ransomware attack of 
this scale could recur, though there is no specific evidence for one.  Home users and 
small businesses are recommended to take the following simple steps:   

¶ Run Windows Update 

¶ Ensure your antivirus software is up to date and run a scan 

¶ Ensure you back up important data and store it separately from your home 
network ï you canôt be held to ransom for data you have elsewhere.  

Visit www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance for more details. For more about ransomware in 
general and many other aspects of staying safe online, visit GetSafeOnline.org. 

Online Crime Reporting / WebChat Now Live 
Following a successful pilot, Hertfordshire Constabulary has launched a new system of 
online crime reporting. The public can access live web-chat with police staff in the Force 
Control Room ï the same people youôd be talking to if you called 101 ï and report non-
urgent crime on the forceôs website. You can view a video of how to use the services on 
the Constabulary and Commissionerôs Facebook and YouTube channels. These 
online services are available as an alternative to calling 101 for non-emergency 
matters. Please remember, always call 999 when it is an emergency, such as when a 
crime is in progress, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to 
life, or when violence is being used or threatened. 

Burglaries 
The recent spate of burglaries in Hertfordshire continues. At 3pm on Monday 8th May an 
attempted burglary in Nutslip, Buntingford (A5/17/292), where the offender smashed the 
rear patio doors, was disturbed by the home owner. It is believed that the offender 
carrying out these burglaries is driving a white VW Golf R. Buntingford PCSO Aaron 
Pender urges residents to remain vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour to police.  

https://blogs.technet.microsoft.com/msrc/2017/05/12/customer-guidance-for-wannacrypt-attacks/
https://blogs.technet.microsoft.com/msrc/2017/05/12/customer-guidance-for-wannacrypt-attacks/
http://ncsc.gov.uk/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/12373
http://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance
https://www.contacthertspolice.uk/Contact/101LiveWebChat.aspx
https://www.contacthertspolice.uk/Report/Crime/
https://www.facebook.com/hertspcc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGuAhkpQRnIbPGD0tHi36Kw
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 Bishop Seth Ward Almshouse Trust 
Charity No.240885 

The Bishop Seth Ward Almshouses 
were founded by Bishop Seth Ward 
who was born in Buntingford in 
1619. He was educated at the 
grammar school, which still stands 
and is presently known as Layston 
Court House. He became a student 
and later a professor at Cambridge 
University where he met and made 
friends with Christopher Wren, the 
famous architect. It is generally 
assumed that Wren and an 
associate, Robert Hooke, were 
involved in the design of the 

Almshouse at the request of Seth Ward. The building was completed in 1684 and stands 
at the southern end of Buntingford town centre, next to St. Peterôs Church. Seth Ward 
was appointed Bishop of Exeter and later Bishop of Salisbury.  

The Almshouse Trust is regulated by the Charity Commission and is a member of the 
Almshouse Association. It is governed by a board of trustees who, as local volunteers, 
operate, administrate and manage its needs within the guidelines of section 177 of the 
Charities Act 2011. The Almshouse accommodates eight residents of limited financial 
means who should be of retirement age, independently able to look after themselves, 
and live or have relatives living within the local vicinity. Each pays a óweekly maintenance 
contributionô (WMC) which is similar to rent but different in law, and much less than a 
commercial rate. The WMC includes the accommodation, heat, light, power, water & TV. 

As far as can be ascertained, the building has been in constant occupation from the first 
known date of residents ï 16th December 1684 for ó4 poor men & 4 poor womenô. Living 
standards have improved significantly over the years and many improvement schemes 
have been undertaken in latter years to maintain this listed building to English Heritage 
standards, taking account of legislative changes and health and safety requirements. In 
the early years, benefactors from the local farming fraternity contributed to the upkeep.  
At the end of the last century, the three cottages at Chapel End, owned by Adeline Fanny 
Saggers, were bequeathed to the Trust. Along with a property purchased in 2015 at 
Linden Court, these four properties are now privately rented at commercial rate. The 
Trust was also partly included in the estate of Mrs Joan Bailey. 

These ówilledô gifts are invaluable, and the trustees have utilised them as a subsidy 
buffer, enabling them to undertake renovation work. In the last five years there have 
been major refurbishments to the hot water boiler system, new WCs and showers, and 
replacement radiators in all rooms. Domestic drainage required all new underground 
pipes. During the storm of 2015, rainwater cascaded down the High Street, past  
St. Peterôs Church and into the gardens at Chapel End, collapsing the wall into the river 
Rib. Whilst this was an insured claim, the final bill was in excess Ã100,000. The result to 
the Trust is a significant increase in the renewed insurance policy. 

Since the end of 2015, the Trust has had 100% occupancy of the Almshouses. 
Residents, with the support of the trustees, enjoy both the privacy of the Almshouse and 
its gardens and importantly being part of the Buntingford community. 

Chris Dobner, Trust Chairman 
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National Drive-it Sunday takes place in April. 
This is the day when all classic car owners are 
encouraged to take their precious piece of tin 
out of the garage, dust it down and give it a 
good polish. And if possible they are even 
encouraged to take it for a drive! This year the 
NUTSô route was planned by Norman Cook and 
checked by Glyn Jones. 

Meeting at the Town Car Park, 16 cars and  
30 NUTS members drove in bright sunshine 
through Buntingford and the villages of Hare 
Street, Little Hormead, Furneux Pelham, Little 
Hadham, Much Hadham and Standon, finishing 
up at Whitehill Golf Club for tea and scones. 

Everyone arrived safely and without any mishap at the golf club, but sadly it was not as 
easy as that on the way home. Chief Nut Iayn Thomas and his wife, Jackie, suffered a 
puncture in their 1931 Austin Burnham. Fortunately, they werenôt the last to leave and 
were rescued by another member. The following day they learnt that it wasnôt a puncture; 
the inner tube had twisted and the valve had got shorn off.  

At our monthly meet a few days later members 
visited St Nicholas Church, Stevenage (near  
Gt Ashby). A lovely church but what our Chief 
Nut wanted us to see were the Church Mice. 
When the pews were replaced in the mid-1960s 
the new pews were bought from well-known 
craftsman Richard Thompson. His trade mark, 
found somewhere on every piece of his work, is 
a carved wooden mouse (below). We were told 
there were 12 of them, but in fact there were 13. 
However, one was an imposter. Jackie (right)
had sneaked in a clock that Iayn, a keen clock-
maker, had made with his own carved mouse on 
the top (below right). She placed it on one of the 
tables and we were all fooled! 
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER  
Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford.  Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 

HOLY MASS each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days 10am & 8pm  Mon & Thurs 9:30am   

CONFESSIONS  Saturday mornings 10.30-11.00 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9DA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Secretary: Peter Godbert 
 buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 
 Tel: 01763 281359 

  

Services and Junior Church at 11.00am every Sunday  
Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

June  4 Morning Worship Richard Genochio 
      From the Brave Trust 
 11 Holy Communion Rev Derek Newton 
 18 Morning Worship Rev Allen Morton 
 25 Morning Worship  TBA 
 

July 2 Morning Worship Richard Lewney 
 
The Rev Duncan Goldie is on a 3-month sabbatical from 17th April until 17th July. 

Please contact the Church Secretary during this period. 
   

REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time. All young people and children 
are welcome. 

Bright Hour ï A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns & activities. The next 

meetings are on Tuesdays the 6th & 20th June at 2.30pm in the Church Hall.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10.30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï Meet on the first Friday of the month from 
12.30 to 2.00pm. 

www.buntingfordurc.org.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden  

St .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the churches:  

St. Peterôs has a more contemporary style, St. Maryôs more traditional  

and St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for June 2017 

Sunday 4th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship 

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service 

 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 11th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

Trinity Sunday 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship  

 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Family Worship 
 

Sunday 18th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion  

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion  
 

Sunday 25th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Family Worship 

 3:00pm St Peterôs, Buntingford CIVIC SERVICE 

The first fund-raising concert of the 
Mustard Seed Singers was held on 1st 
April at St Peter's Church, Buntingford.  
As one of the singers Iôm obviously 
biased, but our audience of about 100 
really did seem to enjoy the show and if 
youôre one of them reading this, thank 
you. Just over Ã600 was raised and has 
been added to the restoration fund 
towards the much-needed repairs to the 
brickwork of St Peterôs.  

We are now rehearsing for our next concert, on behalf of St Maryôs in Aspenden 
where some parts of the fabric of the church require urgent attention. The concert will 
be at the end of September/beginning of October, so please watch this space! 

Our aim is for every performance to be different enough for people to want to come 
time and again to support the benefice churches and enjoy varied programmes of 
compositions both familiar and new. For more information about us, in the first 
instance please email Lucia Knight at luciaknightno1@gmail.com  

N.B. Weôd especially like to hear from any men interested in joining our tenor and 
base sections. 
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WESTMILL 

Strawberry Fair  

& Table Top Sale 
To be held in the Churchyard  
of St Mary the Virgin 

Saturday 15th July 2017 

2pm to 5pm  
Come along and enjoy a strawberry cream tea, a large variety of stalls  

and a raffle, to name but a few of the attractions.  

Entrance Ã1, children under 12 free. 

To book a table contact Cath on 01763 271159 / mobile 07503 178691.  

Bring your own table: Trade Ã25 per table, 2 tables or more Ã20 each;  

Private Ã15 per table, two or more tables Ã12.50 each. 

Ã10 non-refundable deposit per table. 

All proceeds to the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Westmill 

Westmill Art Exhibition 
AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND  

The time is fast approaching.  Are you busy 
painting? New artists are always welcome. Artists 
who have exhibited previously will be contacted. 

The exhibition will be held as usual over the late  
summer Bank Holiday ð 26, 27, 28 August ð  
from 10am to 5pm in Westmill Village Hall. 

Everyone is welcome to come and have a look.  
There is no entry fee to the exhibition, but donations 

are welcome.  All works are for sale.  Funds raised go to local charities and good 
causes. Hope to see you there. 

For further information or an entry form contact Olga on 01763 273654 

or e-mail Sue on phippsappleyard@btinternet.com 
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BUNTINGFORD GARDENERSô CLUB 
Three visitors joined us at our meeting in May and we hope they enjoyed the talk 
given by our speaker, plantsman Joe Sharman. The advertised talk was to have  
been about cyclamen but due to some visual aid problems Joe gave a talk about  
óThe Spring Flowers of Northern Turkeyô instead. He had visited Northern Turkey 
specifically looking for the primroses on rocky hill slopes, where they grow in 
abundance undisturbed by farming. There are the normal yellow flowers that we see 
in the UK, but they change to pink or even purple as they grow at higher altitudes. 
Many flowers seen in our gardens grow wild in Turkey ï crocus, euphorbia, hellebore 
and tulip to name just a few. Itôs a plantsmanôs paradise. 

The club had a request from the Buntingford Beavers this month to help with the 
planting of vegetable seeds for the childrenôs horticulture badge. A couple of us went 
along to a meeting to offer some advice. We spent an enjoyable hour helping the 
children plant lettuce, beetroot, courgette, peas and sunflower seeds. It was great to 
see how enthusiastic the children are and they made sure we labelled the seeds 
correctly. We look forward to returning in July to see the fruits of their labours. 

The clubôs annual day trip this year is to the RHS Garden at Hyde Hall near 
Chelmsford, on Wednesday 21st June. A few places are still available, cost Ã15 
(coach and entrance) for non-members. If you are interested in joining us please 
contact the telephone number shown below.  

We are always happy to welcome new members (the subscription is great value at 
just Ã15 per year) and non-members (charge Ã3 per meeting). For more information 
about Buntingford Gardenersô Club, please contact the Secretary, Lesley Lowers on 
01763 271885, or come along to the next meeting to become our newest member. 

The speaker at our June meeting will be Anne Luder, who worked as a lecturer for 
many years at Capel Manor Gardens in Enfield. She will be talking about óGardening 
in the Third Ageô.  

Lesley Lowers 
 

Club Chairman: Janet Murrells 

On 28
th
 June 2017, Essex & 

Herts Air Ambulanceôs brand 
new aircraft, the Agusta 
Westland 169, will be landing 
on Royston Heath from 3.30 
to 4.30pm.  

The newly branded helicopter will be unveiled at the Charityôs free Celebration Event at 
Audley End House on 25th June. It will then embark on a week-long promotional tour 
taking in almost 20 landing sites which have offered the Charity great support over the 
past 20 years of saving lives.  

Royston, as well as being the site of the Charityôs newest retail venture, has raised 
thousands of pounds for the Charity through the hard work of the Royston Rotary Club. 
Since 2016 they have donated Ã7093.12 to the Charity, with their latest donation of 
Ã2000 funding a defibrillator at the Charityôs Royston shop for community safety.  

For more information about the helicopter tour please visit www.ehaat.org 

http://www.ehaat.org
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

By the time this article is published the Mayor for 2017/2018 will have 
been elected by the Council. This happens at the Annual Meeting of 
the Council, held this year on Thursday 25

th
 May. The Council will 

also elect a Deputy Mayor. The Mayor has many duties including chairing meetings of 
the Council, attending events in the town and representing the town in other East Herts 
locations at civic events. The Buntingford Chain of Office is quite unique and the Mayor 
frequently receives compliments on the chain when performing civic duties. If you would 
like the Mayor to attend your organisationôs event, then contact the Clerkôs office. 

The Town Council sponsors the newly formed Buntingford Walking Football Team, 
which is becoming more popular every week. The team meets at the Multi Games 
Facility (MUGA) at Norfolk Road Playing Fields, 10ï11am on Saturdays. The team has 
played one competitive game, winning 5ï3 against Hertford Town. Although aimed at 
the over 50s, there is no minimum age limit. Why not go along and give it a try? 

The Town Council has started to allocate its new grant budget and so far has awarded 
grants to the Citizens Advice Bureau, the Buntingford Cougars, the Community Garden 
Project and the East Herts Diversionary Activities Project. If your organisation is needing 
help to fund a capital project then the grant form can be downloaded from the Town 
Councilôs website or a hard copy is available from the Clerkôs Office. 

The Manor House will be open as a Polling Station on 8th June, 7am to 10pm, for the 
General Election. You should by now have received your polling card from East Herts 
Council, enquiries to the Electoral Registration Department if you have not. 

You may not be aware that the Manor House is the only venue in Town licensed for Civil 
Ceremonies. Itôs an ideal location if you would like to hold your important ceremony in 
Buntingford. We would be happy to show you around, just call in during opening hours. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

Town Council meetings for June 2017 

Thurs 1
st  
June 

 

Thurs 15
th
 June 

 
Thurs 29

th
 June 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. Members of  
the public are welcome. Please check the BTC website for further details.  
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News from Your District and County Councillor 

County Council Elections 
As you can see, I was óover the moonô to 
have been elected as your County Councillor 
for Buntingford Division at the local elections 
on 4

th
 May. It was thrilling to see the voting 

slips overflowing in my favour at the count 
with 2,281 votes, a 69% majority with a 33% 
turnout. I put in a huge amount of work during 
the campaign, delivering leaflets to the 6,000 
households in the division and talking to 
residents on the doorstep. You may see me 
again on your doorstep when I will be helping 
campaign with Sir Oliver Heald for the 
General Election.  

I would like to express my thanks to all who 
supported me via the ballot box and ensured 
that you have a Conservative local resident  
to represent you at County Hall. It was also 
reassuring to see East Herts Conservatives 
had a clean sweep, retaining all ten seats. 
Now the hard work starts and I am very much 
looking forward to the next four years at 
County, representing you and ensuring that 
local issues for Buntingford residents are 
addressed and actioned. 

Chairman East Herts Council 
It had certainly been an eventful week for me 
when I was elected by my fellow District 
Councillors on 10th May as Chairman of East 
Herts District Council for the ensuing civic 
year. It will be a very busy year ahead for me, 
and I am very much looking forward to 
representing East Herts at the numerous 
events across the district that I will be asked 
to attend. I will ensure that at every 
opportunity I will be óblowing the trumpetô not 
only for East Herts Council but also for my 
ward, Buntingford. 

Walking Football 
The East Herts Forever Active programme in 
Buntingford includes Walking Football and is 
going from strength to strength. This popular 
sport is primarily for the over 50s but 
everyone is welcome to join for Fun, Healthy, 
Friendly activity. 

We have now had our first competitive game with a friendly match against Hertford FC 
and we came away with a 5-3 victory. So we remain unbeaten! Hertford were great 
hosts and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience. We are looking forward to a 
return match in Buntingford on the MUGA. Further fixtures are being planned. 

6ÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ -ÒÓ *ÏÎÅÓ 
ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÁÔ  

7ÏÄÓÏÎ 0ÁÒË 



22  

 

 

We are all very grateful to Buntingford Town Council who kindly sponsored our new kit. 
We now certainly look the part! 

The classes are run with a professional coach every Saturday at the MUGA, Norfolk 
Road Playing Field. First visit is free and further classes Ã2 per session. If you would like 
to join this class just turn up at the MUGA at 10am on Saturdays. 

Buntingford Community Area Neighbourhood Plan (BCANP) 
I chaired my first Council meeting at East Herts on 10th May and it was a pleasure to 
recommend to council that the BCANP be finally adopted. This was the final stage of a 
four-year process and the plan now becomes the official planning document for the town 
and villages in the community area up to 2031. Many congratulations to all on the 
Neighbourhood Plan Forum who put in a huge amount of work in preparing the plan 
through to final adoption. 

Cllr Jeff Jones, Chairman East Herts Council 
District Councillor Buntingford Ward, County Councillor Buntingford Division 

07836 232963 / Jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

,ÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ $ÁÖÅ ɉ4ÒÏÔÔÅÒɊ %ÁÓÔÍÁÎȟ $ÁÖÅ /ØÌÅÙȟ #ÈÒÉÓ 4ÈÕÒÇÉÌÌȟ !ÌÁÎ "ÒÉÄÇÅȟ  
*Åǟ *ÏÎÅÓȟ ,ÅÅ -ÏÒÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ #ÏÎÏÒ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×Ó ÐÏÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ËÉÔȢ 

Drop a piece of litter and face an increased chance of 
an Ã80 on-the-spot fine.  

East Herts Council has introduced new fines to try and prevent the 
unsightly mess caused by littering. Patrol officers employed by 
East Herts Council are issuing immediate Fixed Penalty Notices to 
anyone caught dropping litter, such as chewing gum, drinks 

bottles and food wrappers. Even dropping a cigarette butt down a drain is considered 
littering. The officers from environmental enforcement firm, Kingdom Services Group, 
are also patrolling dog fouling problem areas and issuing those who fail to clear up 
after their dogs with a Fixed Penalty Notice of Ã100 during a six-month pilot.  

An EHC spokesperson said: ñThis scheme takes a zero tolerance attitude ... We 
anticipate that this approach will encourage people to do the right thing with their litter 
or dog mess, creating a healthier and cleaner environment for everyone.ò The council 
claims the following advantages for the scheme: there is no cost to the council tax 
payer; people have said they want more enforcement on litter and dog-fouling; any 
income generated will go towards keeping streets clean and discouraging litter. 
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Contact details : 

Facebook :  

BuntingfordCommunityChoir  

Email : 

Info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk   

 
{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΗ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
мсΦ  ̧ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ 
ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴǎ ς ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƻƛǊ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмм ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƛƪŜ-ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  
²Ŝ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ ς ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
tƻǇΣ wƻŎƪΣ {ƻǳƭΣ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƛŎŀƭǎΣ ƻǊ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƴŎȅΗ 

wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ тΦол ǘƻ 
фΦолǇƳ ŀǘ aƛƭƭŬŜƭŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ aƻƴƪǎ ²ŀƭƪΦ 

²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ς ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

http://www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk/
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Buntingford In Bloom Competition 

BEST KEPT FRONT GARDEN 2017      

We have selected front gardens so the judges can view the entrants without 

disturbing the residents. Any tubs and containers will be included. 

The judging will take place on Saturday 1
st
 July and the judging panel will 

be looking for: 

¶ Overall design and appearance ï 30 points 

¶ Choice and quality of plants ï 30 points 

¶ Health of plants ï 20 points 

¶ Cleanliness and tidiness of garden ï 20 points 

Winners will be notified in mid July. The judging panelôs decision will be final. 

How to enter: Simply complete this entry form and return it to the address 

shown below.  Forms must be returned no later than Monday 12
th
 June 2017. 

 

Title:  __________ 

Name:  ___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

Postcode: _____________________ 

Phone number: __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Completed forms to be sent to:  

Graham Waite, c/o Buntingford Town Council 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

There is an opportunity for all 

residents of Buntingford to 

participate in the Buntingford 

Civic Societyôs Best Kept  

Front Garden Competition. 

There will be prize money available for 1
st
, 2
nd
 and 3

rd
 places. 

Entry Form  
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Tickets available online at www.bundingforddrama.org or from  

The Wine Bar, High Street, Buntingford. Any questions or  

dietary requirements, leave a message on 07526 748838. 
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 BUNTINGFORD AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 

Further to our article in last month's 
Journal on green spaces and 
improving air quality, we should also 
take a look at how we can reduce air 
pollution locally. With the ever-
growing population in Buntingford, 
more and more people will be driving 
in and out of the town to work and/or 
schools, especially if Buntingford 
schools cannot accommodate the 
growing number of pupils. With that 
comes congestion, and with that 
comes worsening air pollution. 

The one thing we all have in common 
is that we all need to breathe! And I 

would imagine that most people moving to Buntingford thought that the rural town would 
offer cleaner air than larger towns. This may be so for now, but what about the future? 

The only public transport on offer here is by bus and is a pitiful service. In a recent 
experiment, I decided to take the bus from home in Buntingford to work in Hoddesdon, 
requiring one change in Ware. This might not sound too bad but the usual 20 minute 
journey by car took me an hour and a half! That's more than an extra 2 hours a day 
spent on travelling when I could be doing more useful things like working on the 
allotment! So, what incentive is there for people to get out of their cars in an effort to 
improve air quality? ï not a lot! 

So, what is the answer? One solution is electric cars. In the December/January issue we 
wrote about Ian Robertsonôs beautiful Tesla which graces our High Street sometimes, 
but in order to encourage more we need some electric car charging points. Royston has 
one. We could easily install some in the Town and Co-op car parks. That would help 
Buntingford feel like a 21st-century, post-carbon community. 

Another solution is car sharing. There must be many Buntingford residents driving to 
and from the same places every day. Perhaps timings might not always be convenient 
but with a bit of flexibility car sharing could take many cars off the road each day. Maybe 
you are not a ómorningô person and donôt fancy having to make conversation first thing, 
and we are all so used to having our own space that the idea may not be that appealing, 
but you might be pleasantly surprised. 

I have been car sharing with a new friend for some months now. We have great 
conversations and have found we share many common interests. The journey goes  
so much faster and we are both happy to have saved fuel and the resulting polluting 
emissions ï it just makes you feel better about your day.  

So, if you work for a local company or local government, why not investigate existing  
car sharing schemes or get your employer to start one? You can see what is already 
available at: http://www.shareacar.com/hertfordshire_carshare_how_it_works.htm 

There are also car-sharing apps like BlaBlaCar, which is good for one-off journeys, and 
the website gocarshare.com is a good option if you want to offer or take up a regular 
journey ï you can find me on this one and I hope to see more Buntingford residents 
joining up, getting to know each other and getting more out of life. See you on the road! 

Madela and the Team 
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The Disappearing Hedgehog 

The Wildlife Trust says that the 
once common hedgehog is now 
under threat, mainly from housing 
development and habitat loss 
caused by the reduction or removal 
of hedgerows and increased 
intensification of our agricultural 
landscapes. 

In just the last 10 years hedgehog 
numbers have fallen by 30%, and 
there are now thought to be fewer 
than one million left in the 
UK. They are disappearing from 
our countryside as fast as tigers 
are worldwide. 

Gardens, grasslands, parkland and cemeteries are also important hedgehog habitats. 
Adult hedgehogs travel between 1ï2km per night while foraging and in suburban areas 
this means they range over entire housing estates.  

Our domestic gardens and parks provide a space for wildlife larger than all our National 
Nature Reserves put together. By gardening in a wildlife-friendly way you can help 
hedgehogs find a home and move safely between habitats to find mates and food. 

Hedgehogs particularly like slugs, making them the gardenerôs best friend. Using slug 
pellets in the garden may protect your hostas but slugs retain the poison and if 
hedgehogs eat the slugs they are themselves poisoned.   

What can you do to help stop the decline in our hedgehog population? 

¶ Attract plenty of natural hedgehog food by ensuring your garden has a wide variety of 
habitats. Mulching beds with garden compost will encourage plenty of earthworms, 
woodlice and beetles. 

¶ Ask your local council to provide a hedgehog friendly wildlife area, with long grass 
and natural cover, in their parks. 

¶ Donôt be afraid to let your grass, or at least some of it, grow a little wild and leave 
some leaf litter as this attracts hedgehog prey 

¶ Do check the area before strimming long grass as strimmers can be deadly to 
hedgehogs.   

¶ Ask your local council what steps they take to prevent their contractorsô strimmers or 
other equipment killing hedgehogs. Hedgehogs are a protected species under the 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. 

¶ Move piles of rubbish to a new site before burning to make sure there are no 
hedgehogs hiding there. 

¶ Check compost heaps before digging your fork in. 

¶ Stop using slug pellets. 

¶ Ensure there is an easy route out of fish ponds or else hedgehogs can drown. 

None of the above is difficult and may preserve óMrs Tiggy-Winkleô for our children and 
grandchildren to see in the wild. 

Brian Lemay 
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BUNTINGFORD CARNIVAL COMMITTEE                             

Letôs dance to the  

live music of the 

swinging 60s played 

by the fabulous 

At Freman College 

Saturday 14th October, from 19.30    

Tickets Ã17.50 from July 

from The Cheese Plate  

or Chris Dellar Estate Agent   

or  01763- 272177 

 

Probably the 

best 60s cover 

band in the 

world              

Licensed Bar                   
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EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 

Drop-in: Telephone: 

Monday 10:00am ï 4:00pm  03444 111 444 

Tuesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm Monday ï Friday 

Wednesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm 10:00am ï 4:00pm  

Building Work ï  Estimates and Quotes 

I've hired a builder for a loft conversion but heôs now asking for more money to 
finish the job, despite agreeing a price in an email. What should I do?  

Your options depend on whether you got an estimate from the builder, or a quote. An 
estimate is a rough outline of costs, while a quote gives exact costs that both parties 
agree to. 

If you got an estimate, ask the builder for a breakdown of the new costs ï both 
materials and labour. The builder needs to be able to explain the price rise.  

Try and negotiate if you think the new costs are unreasonable. Asking another builder 
or a trade association for an estimate could help you decide whatôs fair, and where to 
start your negotiation. 

If the builder wonôt negotiate, make a complaint to them in writing describing why you 
think the costs are unreasonable. 

If they still donôt bring their price down, you can check if the builder is a member of a 
trade association to see if they can help. Or you could look for an alternative dispute 
resolution (ADR) scheme ï this is an independent third party who can help you to reach 
a resolution. 

A quote is a promise from the contractor to do the work at a fixed price. Donôt rely on a 
verbal quote ï get it in writing. After you say yes to a quote, itôs a binding agreement 
between you and the contractor, whether itôs written down or not. But having it in writing 
means you can check what you agreed and prove it if thereôs a dispute later. The 
builder shouldnôt be charging more unless: 

¶ you ask for extra work thatôs not included in the quote; 

¶ they let you know they have to do extra work and you agree to pay more for it; 

¶ they made a genuine mistake when writing down or calculating the price ï they 
have the legal right to charge you what it should have been. 

Also be cautious if one quote is a lot lower than other quotes you get. It could mean 
they donôt have the right skills or experience, or theyôre not being honest. It could also 
mean theyôre not quoting for exactly the same work. 

Contact an ADR scheme if there were no mitigating circumstances, who will help you to 
resolve the situation. 

É Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date information, visit their website: 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk  

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
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 The Hundred Parishes Society  
www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

The Whatôs On section of our website shows a great many 
activities throughout the Summer. As you travel about, I hope 
you will enjoy the vegetation along roadside verges that adds 
to the overall vision of the countryside. The species vary with 
the seasons and reflect the underlying geology and cutting 
regime of a particular verge. For road safety reasons some 

verges are close-mown but these may be speckled with the flowers of Common Daisy, 
Dandelion and other species which thrive under such treatment. On busier roads, often 
only the first metre is cut, allowing taller wild flowers to survive further back.  

During early summer our verges are dominated by swathes of the white frothy flowers of 
Cow Parsley ï as along the Essex country lane in the photo below ï or the chunkier 
white flowers of Hogweed. Both are members of the Carrot family and, perhaps 
surprisingly, thrive on the extra nutrients released by car exhausts. Although many 
species of insect visit their flowers, their tendency to shade out smaller plants reduces 
the overall variety of wayside flowers and potential food for other insects. Similarly, 
increased roadside nutrient levels encourage Docks and Stinging Nettles which also 
overshadow delicate species including blue-flowered Speedwells.  

Splashes of pink are provided by clumps of Red Campion; and blue or purple by Vetches 
and several species of Geranium. Thistles and scarlet Poppies appear where bare soil is 
exposed. The presence of a large expanse of Ox-eye daisy, with its white petals and 
yellow centre, is usually due to its inclusion in seed mixes sown alongside newer roads. 

A number of verges have been identified as Special Roadside 
Verges or Nature Reserves, recognised for floristic diversity or 
the presence of rare species and indicated by a plaque (left).  

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 


