
 1 

 

 

CONTENTS 
Ardeley Traditional Afternoon Teas ............................................................................................... 28 

Aspenden Village Fete ................................................................................................................... 26 

Babysitting Service ........................................................................................................................ 33 

B A L A ........................................................................................................................................... 20 

Berden Village Fete ....................................................................................................................... 31 

Braughing Summer Fete ................................................................................................................ 28 

British Red Cross Open Gardens .................................................................................................. 39 

Buntingford and District Social Club .............................................................................................. 34 

Buntingford Citizens Advice Bureau .............................................................................................. 23 

Buntingford Civic Society – 'Have a Voice' .................................................................................... 15 

Buntingford Classic '09 .................................................................................................................. 47 

Buntingford Cricket Club ................................................................................................................ 35 

Buntingford Day Centre Coffee Morning ........................................................................................ 48 

Buntingford Gardeners Club .......................................................................................................... 42 

Buntingford Memorial Charity ........................................................................................................ 44 

Buntingford People Remembered – Peter Downham .................................................................... 16 

Buntingford Swimming Club .......................................................................................................... 41 

Buntingford Town Council .............................................................................................................. 11 

Buntingford Town FC ..................................................................................................................... 17 

Buntingford Twinning Association .................................................................................................. 18 

Buntingford W I .............................................................................................................................. 31 

Church Services ............................................................................................................................ 32 

Dates for your diary ....................................................................................................................... 3 

Death of Sidney Daniels – Obituary from 1932 ............................................................................. 24 

Editorial .......................................................................................................................................... 7 

Edwinstree Middle School – Summer Fair and Basketball Tournament ........................................ 19 

Friends of Orchard Surgery Table Top Sale .................................................................................. 10 

Gardening year – June ..................................................................................................................  21 

Hertbeat Radio – Free radio advertising for Buntingford ............................................................... 36 

Himalayan Climb for Charity .....................................................................................................  25 

How to get perfect 'Cheeks' ........................................................................................................... 44 

Isabel Hospice events .................................................................................................................... 37 

Just up your street – InMaterial ..................................................................................................... 12 

Layston C of E First School ........................................................................................................... 29 

Layston C of E First School – Open Morning ................................................................................ 10 

Layston School Summer Ball ......................................................................................................... 14 

Letters to the Editor ....................................................................................................................... 8 

Little Munden School Summer Fete .............................................................................................. 39 

Meet your local PCSO ................................................................................................................... 26 

Millfield First and Nursery School .................................................................................................. 13 

Millfield School Summer Fair and Music Festival .......................................................................... 42 

News from Freman College ........................................................................................................... 38 

Open Garden at Little Chishill Manor ............................................................................................. 41 

Out and about in June ................................................................................................................... 6 

Poets Corner .................................................................................................................................. 22 

Rib Valley Schools – Be part of your local school community ....................................................... 27 

Story-time at Buntingford Library ................................................................................................... 14 

Tasha's tales .................................................................................................................................. 43 

The Ramblers ................................................................................................................................ 36 

Uppa Loppa in a jumper called Eric – Vyse ................................................................................... 45 

U3A Buntingford ............................................................................................................................ 40 

What's on in June .......................................................................................................................... 4 



2  

 

  
USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:         

10:00am – 4:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

 

Open: Mondays – Fridays 
Saturday & Sunday 

  5:00pm – 8:00pm 
10:00am – 1:00pm 

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries) 
01438 737373 (renewals) 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         
Fridays:    
Saturdays:                    

09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00    
CLOSED ALL DAY 
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00      
09:00 – 13:00       

14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
 
14:00 – 18:00 
14:00 – 18:00 
CLOSED 

POLICE STATION: 
 
Saturday Police surgeries: 
 
 

GAS: 
 

ELECTRICITY: 
 

WATER (Three Valleys): 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY PLANNING: 
 
 

B A S H     (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE, 
HATE or RAPE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS 
ADVICE BUREAU: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE: 

Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222 
First Saturday of the month, 10:00am – 12noon in the 
Manor House 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999 
 

Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838 
 

Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325 
 

The Medical Centre – White Hart Close 
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery – Baldock Road 
Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours) 
 

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:30pm at The 
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763 
 

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments, 
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992 
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999) 
 

East Herts District Council – telephone 01279 655261 
Housing – telephone 01279 714714 
Benefits – Freephone 0800 373852 
Buntingford Town Council – telephone 01763 272222 
Hertfordshire Highways – telephone 01438 737320 
 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone advice available Mon – Thurs, 10:00am – 4:00pm 
 

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN JUNE 

Tuesday 2nd  
 
 

Wednesday 3rd  
 
 

Saturday 6th  
 

Monday 8th 
 
 

Thursday 11th  
 
 

Thursday 11th 
 

Saturday 13th 
 

Saturday 13th  
 
 

Monday 15th  
 
 

Wednesday 17th 
 

Tuesday 23rd  
 
 

Wednesday 24th  
 

Wednesday 24th  
 

 
 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society – Benson Hall. 
Enquiries 01920 438482. 
 

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock 
Road, Buntingford. 
 

10:00am – 12noon Police Surgery at the Manor House. 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm U3A Buntingford meeting. Seth Ward Community 
Centre.  
 

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall, Baldock Road, 
Buntingford. 
 

8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

4:00pm – 8:00pm Millfield School Summer Fair and Music Festival. 
See page 42. 
 

7:30pm – 8:30pm Be part of Your Local School Community. See page 
27 for details. 
 

10:30am – 12noon BALA Coffee Morning at Benson Hall. 
 

9:30am – 11:30am School Open Morning at Layston C of E First 
School. See page 10 for details. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church – Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

Buntingford & District Flower Club Open Gardens – Members only. 
TBA. 
 

  
 
 
The Red Cross cares for people in crisis in local communities throughout the UK. One of 
it's roles is to support the statutory services in dealing with the needs of individuals 
affected by major emergencies, such as train crashes, floods and fires, and helps to 
ensure that victims, survivors and their families are provided for in the immediate 
aftermath of a disaster. This emergency response is at the heart of the Red Cross today 
and is provided by thousands of trained and skilled volunteers. Preparedness is essential 
– no one can predict when disaster will strike next. Volunteers must be ready for action  
24-hours a day, seven days a week. 
 

The Red Cross also provides a range of services to vulnerable people in local 
communities. These services include a transport and escort facility for the elderly or infirm; 
first aid training; a medical loan service, which provides equipment such as wheelchairs or 
commodes on a short-term loan basis; and a tracing and message service that helps 
people who have become separated from their families to be reunited. 
 

Buntingford and Westmill Street collections amounted to £1,050.88. Grateful thanks to all 
the collectors who so generously gave their time, and to the public, who made the 
donations. 
 

British Red Cross – Hertford office telephone 01992 586609  
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MONDAYS 
10:15am – 11:30am     
 
 

10:30am – 12 noon  
 
 

11:00am  
 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

7:00pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

7:30pm – 9:45pm 
 
 
 

8:15pm  
 

TUESDAYS 
9:15am – 10:15am 
 
 

9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm  
 
 
 
 

7:00pm – 8:15pm  
 

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30am – 11:45am 
 
 
 

 
 
5:30pm – 7:00pm  
 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm  
 

 
7:00pm 
 
 

7:30pm – 8:30pm 
 
 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

8:00pm 

 
'Little Stars' Music Group at Buntings Nursery – every two weeks. 
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868. 
 

Iyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall – term time only. Contact Jen 
Harris on 01920 821288.  
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter 
Deacon on 01462 642922. 
 

Ladies Exercise Class – Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 
01763 274681. 
 

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 – 19,  at 
the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell Cairns on 
07889 288944. 
 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 
823677. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – £2.50 per session. 
Contact 01763 273712. 
 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. 
Term time only. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages  
2 to 5 years – £6.75 per session. All welcome – it is not necessary to 
be attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please 
call 01763 289942. Term time only. 
 

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 
271010. 
 

Hormead Mother & Toddler group, term-time and half-term in Great 
Hormead Village Hall. £1.50 for first child and 50p for subsequent 
children. Refreshments provided. Small, friendly group. New faces 
always welcome. Contact Sarah Cockerton on 01763 289513 or 
Stacey Weston on 01763 289880. 
 

Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road. 
Contact Mark on 07801 419800. 
 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 
01799 550190. 
 

Slimming World (New Group) at Millfield School, where you will 
receive a warm welcome. Contact Christine on 01763 248729.  
 

Ladies Exercise Class – Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681. 
 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 

WHAT'S ON IN JUNE? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 
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THURSDAYS 
9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

9:30am – 11:30am 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30am  
 
 

11:00am  
 
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2:15pm – 2:45pm  
 

 
5:30pm – 10:00pm  
 
 

6:15pm – 7:00pm           
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 
 

8:00pm – 10:00pm  
 

FRIDAYS 

9:30am – 10:30am  
 

10:00am – 11:00am 
 

 
SATURDAYS 

9:00am – 12:30pm  
 
 

12:00pm – 2:00pm 
  2:15pm – 4:15pm  
 
 
 

MONDAY –
THURSDAY 
 

 
MONDAY – 
FRIDAY 

 
Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019. 
 

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school). 
Range of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities, 
small world play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time 
only. £2.50 per child (tea & coffee, snacks & juice included). Contact 
Madeleine Bradshaw on 07771 863585. 
 

Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 
550190. 
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 
months  to 5 years –  £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may 
stay with their child 1:30pm – 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s 
must be accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be 
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Contact    
Kim Semple from Little Artists on 01763 289942. 
 

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a 
sweet or biscuit and a picture to colour. 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on 
01920 821722. 
 

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

Buntingford Cricket Club Colts cricket coaching. Telephone Martin 
Coote on 01763 271926 or Pete Townsend on 01763 272832. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

                                                 
Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre – term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Community Centre. £1 
for the first child and 50p for additional children and adults to include 
tea & coffee. Term time only. Contact Fiona on 01763 274246. 
 

Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 – 18 years. 
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010. 
 

6 – 10 year olds 
11 – 15 year olds 
Stagefrights Theatre Club, United Reform Church Hall, Baldock 
Road. Contact 01767 260374. 
 

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am – 4:00pm (subject to 
Town Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of 
Buntingford's past. 
 

Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 
273344 for an appointment. 

WHAT'S ON IN JUNE? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 
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OUT AND ABOUT IN JUNE 

Saturday 6th 

 

Sunday 7th 
 
 

Sunday 14th 
 

Sunday 14th  
 

 
Sunday 14th  
 
 

Sunday 14th 
 
 

Saturday 20th  
 

Saturday 27th 

10:00am – 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 

11:00am – 5:00pm The Henry Moore Foundation, open gardens at 
Perry Green. See page 39. 
 

12noon onwards Braughing Summer Fair. See page 28 for details. 
 

12noon – 5:00pm Weston Village Gardens, open gardens. See 
page 39. 
 

2:00pm – 5:00pm Moor Place, Much Madham, open gardens. See 
page 39. 
 

2:00pm – 5:00pm Open Garden at Little Chishill Manor. See page 41 
for more details. 
 

9:30am – 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 

1:00pm – 3:30pm Little Munden School Summer Fete. See page 39. 

July 
Saturday 4th 
 

 
Saturday 4th 
 
 

Saturday 4th 
 

Sunday 5th 
 

Saturday 11th 
 

Sunday 12th 

 

Monday 13th 
 

 
Sunday 19th 
 
August 

Mon 10th to Fri 14th 

 

 
Fri 14th 

 
10:00am – 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Table Top Sale at 
Benson Hall. See page 10 for full details. 
 

11:00am – 1:00pm Edwinstree Summer Fair and Basketball 
Tournament, Bowling Green Lane. See page 19 for details. 
 

7:30pm for 8:00pm Layston Summer Ball. See page 14 for details. 
 

1:00pm – 5:00pm Aspenden Village Fete. See page 26 for details. 
 

2:00pm Berden Village Fete. See page 31 for details. 
 

1:00pm – 5:00pm St. Swithun's Fair. 
 

10:30am – 12noon Coffee Morning at Buntingford Day Centre.   
See page 48. 
 

3:00pm – 5:30pm Traditional Afternoon Teas at Ardeley Village 
Hall, in aid of St Lawrence Church funds. See page 28.  
 

10:00am – 3:00pm Stagefrights Summer School at Benson Hall. 
Contact 01767 260374. 
 

7:00pm Stagefrights Summer School Show at Benson Hall.    
Contact 01767 260374. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD  

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages, 
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040 

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 
 

Please note: The diary in the Manor House, for local organisations to enter their events 
to ensure they do not clash, was not being utilised and has been removed. 
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Well my last editorial* certainly stirred up some cutting response and okay, it was only 
from one reader, but using my 'privileged position', 'heaping lavish praise', 'unjustly 
discriminating against all the other excellent eating places' – oh please, I had a great meal 
and wrote about it. I have had many a 'good' meal in and around Buntingford, and quite a 
few 'not so good' ones. 
 

I'll let you be judges on the response to my comments on the Town Meeting, but I think it 
adds weight to the need for more 'Buntingfordians' to get involved with Town matters. 
 

Anyway, last month I had a thoroughly enjoyable evening at Freman College seeing       
'The Overtures' perform. The event was extremely well organised by Ashley Cantor       
and team and was a fundraiser for our next carnival in 2010. An excellent evening all 
round – couldn't fault it; but I wouldn't want that to detract from the great evening of 
entertainment that was held at the Buntingford and District Social Club on the same 
evening. I would love to have attended that event as well, but unfortunately, couldn't be in 
two places at the same time. 
 

Is this the type of world we live in now, where it is acceptable to always to negative?          
I would dearly love to get some positive feedback occasionally. That would be refreshing 
and very welcomed. 
 

So for future reference, any comments I may make in my editorials are not intended to 
offend, upset or discriminate against anyone or any business or organisation. 
 

To move on – the next edition of the Journal is a double issue, covering July and August, 
so if you are planning any events etc. over the school holidays, please make sure that you 
get them into me by the 16th June. 
 

Oh, and Happy Birthday Tasha (Tasha's Tales) for the 12th. Thirteen is a great age to be 
(believe it or not, I remember being 13 as though it was the day before yesterday), but 
don't wish your life away, it passes all too quickly!  
 

*Definition of editorial from the Oxford Dictionary ·adjective relating to the commissioning or 
preparing of material for publication. ·noun a newspaper article giving an opinion on a topical issue. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks goes to Nigel Chowney for proof-reading 

Deadline for the July/August Journal is 

Tuesday 16th June 2009 

Copy and diary entries: 

 Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF  (01763 272040) 

email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 

Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com 

EDITORIAL 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor,             by email 
 

I wasn't surprised to see an East Herts traffic warden working on Bank Holiday Monday 
(4th May, this year) – they must be getting desperate to issue PCN's to raise money to pay 
for their existence! I was surprised, however, to see him illegally parked and not obviously 
going about his business – instead getting provisions from Budgens. As the car park is 
free on Bank Holidays, I am amazed at the gall of the operative (in full uniform), clearly in 
breach of several parking regulations. One rule for them, one rule for us it seems! 
 

Residents please take note for Bank Holidays – the Sunday parking rules don't apply, but 
the car park is currently free all day, and free after 3pm every weekday and all 
weekend. Don't get fined!   

Steve Lawson 
High Street 

 
 

Dear Editor,               by post 
 

Within your editorial column of the May edition of the Buntingford Journal you say you 
were 'shocked' by the poor attendance of the electorate at the Town meeting on 16 th April. 
You make a comparison between the number at that meeting and the attendance at the 
local U3A sessions. As the two events are at different ends of the spectrum I think your 
comparison is not really meaningful. 
 

In my experience most communities are moved along by just a handful of interested and 
dedicated individuals who are prepared to make the effort, get out of the armchair and 
make noises in the appropriate direction. In the main that approach works fairly well, 
although not perfect. In a democratic society you can't please everyone and as you rightly 
say, there are always those who complain when things are not to their liking. 
 

Perhaps the 99.5% of the electorate who did not attend the Town meeting are happy with 
that approach. Perhaps for them things in Buntingford run pretty well for most of the time 
and if they have a particular problem or concern they can always call at the Town Clerk's 
office to air their views or seek guidance. 
 

On the other hand it could be argued that our Town Council has very little clout in this multi
-faceted system called 'local government'. For anyone with a particular problem, it is 
increasingly necessary to make direct contact with other bodies such as East Herts District 
Council, Hertfordshire County Council, Hertfordshire Highways, Countryside Management 
Services, the Environment Agency, River Authorities etc. etc. For most households the 
Town Precept is about 7% of the total Council Tax bill, which shows just where the power 
and finance is concentrated. 
 

You started by expressing shock at the poor attendance at the Town meeting. I was more 
disappointed by the poor presence by our Town councillors. If half of them can't be 
bothered at attend then why should the people of the Town? Perhaps the six councillors 
who did not attend, including one committee chairman, can through the columns of the 
next Journal, tell us what commitment in their diary for 16 th April 2009 was more important 
than the Town meeting. 

Precept Payer 
(Name & address supplied)  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Aliya               by post 
 

If all meetings* were more central, people would attend. 
  

Not everyone has a car and the Seth Ward Community Centre is right out of the town and 
most meetings are in the evenings. 
 

(* reference to public meetings – Editor)                                                                Beryl J P Rhodes 
Buntingford  

 

 
 

Hello Aliya                        by email 
 

My grandfather Sidney Daniels lived and worked in the Buntingford area during the 1920s 
and 30s. He died in 1932 long before I was born (1946) in Letchworth. Recently I received 
a copy of his obituary printed in the Herts Mercury 21st Oct 1932, from the Hertford 
Archives and Local Studies. It is a long and glowing testament to his work within the 
community and also contains his picture, which is the first picture I had ever seen of him. 
 

I have attached a copy of his obituary in the hope that you would edit and publish a story 
on him. Although he died 77 years ago it may jog a memory of him. Having never known 
him, I am looking to learn more about his time in Buntingford so that I can add his 'life' to 
my ancestry search project. 
 

Maybe there is still in the area a person or organisation that has information on him no 
matter how irrelevant it may seem. 
 

Keith Daniells 
 Townsville, Australia 

 

(Note from the editor – please see page 24 to read the obituary. If anyone has any information, 

please contact Jill Smart on 01763 271966, who will pass the information on the Keith Daniells, or 
you can email Keith directly at beedan@ozemail.com.au) 
 

 
 
 

Dear Aliya                                   by email 
 

I would just like to say thank you to all the people that bought tickets for the Overtures, at 
Freman College, on Saturday the 16th May. 
 

It was a great evening and I feel sorry for all those that didn't come and enjoy the best 
Beatles/60s cover band in the world! 
  
The event was a fundraiser for next year's Buntingford Carnival and money raised will 
allow the event to continue. A big thank you also goes to the businesses who donated the 
raffle prizes, without their support the event would have been the poorer. 
  
Yours 
Ashley Cantor 
Chairman – Buntingford Carnival Committee  
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Friends of Orchard Surgery 

Table Top Sale 
 

Saturday 4thJuly 
10:00am ς 3:00pm 

at Benson Hall (opposite the Co-op) 
 

Cake Stall and Face Painting 
 

Refreshments available 
 

Tab l es  a re  £10  each  on  a  f i rs t-come,  f i r s t-se rved  bas is 
 

 

To book a table contact: 
Mr Fairbrother on 01763 271600 

or Pat Ide on 01763 273105  

Tuesday June 23 rd  2009  

School Open Morning  

between 9:30 ð 11:30am 

Come and see the school 

in action!  

Layston C of E 

First School  

The Causeway, 

Buntingford, 

Herts 

Loving to learn, Learning to love.  

For every child a chance to shine!  
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  
 
 

Unfortunately, due to lack of response, the Youth Council has cancelled the proposed 
Talent Contest. This really was a great shame as a lot of thought had gone into the 
organisation, but the small number of people that applied just did not make the event 
viable. 
 
Works to the Manor House reception will commence within the next few weeks. It is 
hoped that this will make the area far more people-friendly. We have many visitors to the 
Manor House and the current arrangement needs improvement. 
 
At the time of writing we have not held the Annual Meeting to elect a Town Mayor for the 
forthcoming council year, details will be published in the local press after the election. 
Taking the office of Mayor is quite a demanding role. As well as the many local 
engagements, the Mayor will represent Buntingford throughout the district and some 
times beyond that. This year the Mayor has travelled to France and Spain representing 
the town, this was at his own expense. 
 
We were delighted to see that our Police Sergeant, Duncan Wallace, has been awarded 
Eastern Area Neighbourhood Sergeant of the Year. This proves what we have known all 
along, that Sergeant Wallace is dedicated to his job and takes time to liaise with 
organisations both statutory and non-statutory to hear their concerns and keep them 
informed. The Town Council sends sincere congratulations to Duncan and our thanks for 
his tremendous work.  
 
Jill Jones MILCM 
Town Clerk 

 

 

 

EUROPEAN AND COUNTY ELECTIONS THURSDAY 4TH JUNE 2009 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 

Thursday 11th 

Thursday 18th 
Thursday 18th 

Thursday 25th 
Thursday 25th 
TBA 

Amenities Committee – 7:30pm 

Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Resources Committee – 8:00pm 
Planning Committee – 7:30pm 
Full Council – 8:00pm 
Youth Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House 

All members of the public are welcome to attend 
Office hours: Monday – Thursday     9:00am – 5:00pm, closed Fridays 

 

Tel: 01763 272222 

email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com  
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk  
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A 
ndy Leopold was born in London and moved to 
Buntingford in 1996 with her husband, Paul, and their 
two children. Fabric has always been a passion for 

Andy and when the premises at 28b High Street became 
available in April 2002, she decided to start her own business, 
InMaterial, working with of course – fabric and associated 
products. The business fits in well around her family, as Andy's daughters currently 
attend Edwinstree Middle School and Freman College. 
 

InMaterial is tucked away slightly, but can be found down a short pathway between Days 
of Ashwell Bakers and Bacchus Wine Bar, and is extremely well stocked. 
 

Whatever you are looking for in Andy's little treasure trove, expect that 'personal service' 
which is a rare commodity in today's world. The shop is filled with a great range of fabrics, 
wool, patterns, haberdashery and craft products, as well as fashion handbags and 
costume jewellery – all at very reasonable prices. 
 

Andy also offers an embroidery service. A great way to get that personalised gift for 
someone, whether it be on a T-shirt, clothing, towels, bathrobes, PE bags, etc. or even 
that special item for a new baby. You can provide your own article or Andy can supply it 
for you. If you are a school or a business and need your logo on polo shirts, fleeces etc. 
you need look no further. Give Andy a ring, or pop in and see her to discuss your 
requirements. 
 

Apart from the impact of the 'credit crunch', parking restrictions have caused major 
problems for Andy's business and her trade halved overnight when the charges were 
introduced in the Town's car park. 
 

Looking forward, Andy would like to expand the haberdashery side of her business and to 
increase the range of bags and jewellery on offer. She is also developing her website, 
www.inmaterial.co.uk, (which is currently not up-to-date) to enable online shopping, so 
keep an eye out for that. 
 

So why don't you pay InMaterial a visit at 28b High 
Street, Buntingford and see what Andy has to offer you,  
'Just up your Street'. 
 
InMaterial 
28b High Street 
Buntingford 
Hertfordshire SG9 9AQ 
Tel: 01763 274190 
 

Opening hours: 
Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri: 9:00am – 3:00pm  
(Closed all day Wed) 
Sat 10:00am – 3:00pm  

Andy Leopold 
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Millfield First and Nursery School 

Millfield School Eco Action Team News 
 

Hello again! We have been very busy being eco friendly here at Millfield. We are working 
hard to achieve our Eco Schools Green Flag this term. We have an Eco Shop every 
month where we sell recycled goods such as pens and rulers. We are also giving every 
child in the school a water bottle that can be re-used. Each class has a green box and we 
collect paper to put in it for recycling. 
 
Mr Hall our caretaker has been helping us to read the gas and electricity meters and we 
do litter picking with him around the school grounds. Soon we are going to be taking part 
in the 'Big Tidy Up' where we will be doing a big litter pick!  
 
In May we are going to buy some plant pots and cover them with a recycled tile mosaic. 
Mrs Bunce is going to help us with this activity. When we have completed the pots we are 
going to fill them with plants and give them to the elderly residents at Nevetts in 
Buntingford.  

Joe, Jordan, Jade, Jacob, Joseph, Emily, Parth, William and Sam 

  

 

 

Pupils 

Litter-picking 



14  

 

 'Story-time' at Buntingford Library 
 

 
Hello, my name is Teresa Bonner and I work at Buntingford 
Library. 'Story-time' has been going for quite a few years 
now and during that time I have seen children come and 
go. Some children still come during school holidays, even 
though they are 'too old'. It is meant to be for the under 5s, 
but I would never turn any child away, even if only one child 
turns up. 
 
However, the numbers have been dropping and I think it's 
time to put in a call to all Mums, Dads, Grandparents and 
carers. 
 

'Story-time' is at 2:15pm until 2:45pm on Thursday afternoons in Buntingford Library, and 
I try to tailor the stories to the age of the children present. I tell stories, sing songs and act 
silly (well, more silly than usual!). I try to get the adults to join in too, so it's no time for 
being bashful. So, I rest my case, please pop in and see what you think.  
 

Teresa Bonner  

Layston First School PTA present 

Layston Summer Bal l  2009 

Saturday 4th July 

 at Bluntswood Hall, Throcking  

 7.30pm for 8pm ð Carriages at Midnight 

Bucks Fizz, 3-course hot meal and music 

Come and enjoy an excellent evening 

Auction & Raffle 

Tickets £35 each  
 

Telephone 07754 513910 for more  
details & to buy tickets   
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Buntingford  Civic  S ociety  

THE YOUNGSTERS HAVE A VOICE – WHAT ABOUT THE OLDSTERS? 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our editor, Aliya Chowney, did an analysis of the themes in the essays submitted by       
11 – 13 year olds in BCS's recent competition, 'If I ruled Buntingford, what would I 
change? The results are highly interesting and reassuring that our young people have 
much the same interests as we all do regarding Buntingford's present circumstances and 
potential for the future. There was a high level of criticism about leisure facilities or the lack 
of them. Most would like to see a wider variety of shops in the town. A number thought 
parking was a real problem and litter and the state of River Rib appeared to be prominent 
in their concerns. 
 
There isn't a great deal that this age group can do to effect change, but I submit that we 
can, and I encourage members of BCS to get involved in the Town Plan being led by Cllr. 
John Warren and also to attend EHC Community Voice meetings and, in both situations, 
have your say. 
 
We are very encouraged by the willingness of our members to be consulted from time to 
time on major issues that arise from the East of England plan and the Local Development 
Framework being prepared by EHC. This process is made possible by the sterling work of 
our web-master, Andy Sinclair. In simple terms, if you have given BCS permission and 
your email address, you will be invited to respond to questions posed on BCS website, 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk. If you are not a member, now is the time to join and 'Have a 
Voice' as very big issues are just around the corner, which will have a major impact on 
Buntingford and surrounding villages. 
 
A good recent example of what is afoot is the proposal to reform the planning system. The 
aim is to integrate Regional Spatial and Regional Economic Strategies to form a single 
Regional Strategy, abolish Regional Assemblies and pass responsibility for regional 
planning to Regional Development Agencies and local authorities. Clearly economic 
development and employment is essential, but is it wise that economic matters 
should prevail over protecting our green belt and ensuring that heritage matters are 
seriously kept to the forefront? To learn more, seek out the House of Commons second 
reading of 'Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill'. We learnt 
about it through a CPRE bulletin and by their excellent researchers. 
 
We opened with the expectations and ambitions of youngsters and closed with 
momentous events outside of our everyday experience. It does seem that we must all get 
engaged in the planning process and 'Have a Voice'.  
 
 

Derek K Cooper, Chairman 
 
 
 

Buntingford Civic Society made a donation of £25 to a police charity to help 
sponsor a Charity Football match, which was held on 28th May. The proceeds of 
this event go to BALA and Isabel Hospice. 
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As another season draws to a close, I would like to thank everyone who has been involved 
with Cougars this season. A special thanks to the committee who have worked so hard, as 
they do every season, not only during the season, but also pre-season, over the 5-a-side 
weekend and the presentation nights, which all have to be organized. 
 

On the pitch, this season every squad, from the under 6s to adults, have had a great and 
enjoyable season. Congratulations to Under 11s for winning the 1st Division and getting to 
the League cup final. Also to my squad, the Under 14s, for finishing runners-up and being 
promoted to the 1st Division. Not forgetting the Cougars Adults, who won the East Herts 
Corinthian League Division 3, congratulations to them too. 
 

Looking forward to next season, we will be looking for boys and girls of all age groups, 
especially the Under 13s. All welcome. 
 

Finally, a big thank-you to all the boys, girls and parents, for their sporting behavior 
throughout the season. I hope you are all looking forward to the new season, which starts 
again in September. 
 

Up the Cougars!     
 

Darren Fitzgerald, Chairman 
 

Champions of Division 1 – 2008/2009 
 

Buntingford Cougars Under 11s 
became the first Cougars team of that 
age to ever win Division 1. They won 
it with three games to spare, when 
they beat Bishop's Stortford 3-0 
away. Winning by 10 points showed 
great determination and quality, with 
a shoestring squad of 12. 
 

The season finished with us also 
coming runners-up in the League 
Cup. We had an interesting final 
game against Fairlands Youth, where 
we played our team in positions they 
weren't familiar with, and we think if 
anything, it now makes those players 
appreciate how difficult it is to play in 
other areas, although yet again winning 6-2. 
Scorers: Louie Debnam – 3, Thomas Burns - 2 and Charlie Rome – 1. This resulted in the 
Cougars Under 11s only losing one game all season. 
 

Missing from the photo is Charles Owen, who was unavailable for the last game of the 
season, but played a massive part in our victory. 
 

On behalf of Martin and myself, I would like to thank the boys and parents for a fantastic 
season. 

Shaun Debnam 

BUNTINGFORD COUGARS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB 
- Aff iliated to Hertfordshire County Youth Football Association - 
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BUNTINGFORD  TOWN FC 
www.buntingfordtownfc.com  

Well, the 2008/09 season is finally over. It has been a long hard ride full of ups and downs 
but the club has risen to the challenges thrown at it and, although we are disappointed to 
be seeing both of our County League teams facing relegation, we are already planning 
next season’s activities and are looking forward to another campaign with enthusiasm. 
 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate Metropolitan Police Bushey in winning the 
Senior Premier Division by a clear margin and also Codicote Reserves in claiming top spot 
in Reserve Division One. On a more local note, I would also like to congratulate Royston 
Town who won the Spartan South Midlands League Division One, and Westmill, who 
topped the Premier Division of the Hertford & District Football League. Rivals they may be, 
but they deserve credit where it’s due. 
As you can see from the league tables below we have not had the best of seasons. Some 
you win – some you lose. 
 
 
 
 

Despite the results on the pitch I have had great support from my committee all season 
and I would like to thank them, along with everyone who has helped us over the past year 
(you know who you are), for supporting us. Relegation is disappointing but I firmly believe 
that recent developments within the organisation have now given us a real chance to build 
a stronger club for the future. 
 

Roll on next season! 
Chris Thurgill Chairman, Buntingford Town FC 

HSCL Senior Section Premier Division  P W D L F A GD Pts 

Metropolitan Police Bushey 
London Lions 
Baldock Town Letchworth FC 
Park Street Village FC 
Codicote 
Bovingdon 
Standon & Puckeridge 
Lemsford 
Evergreen 
Mill End Sport FC 
Sandridge Rovers 
Hertford Heath 
Wormley Rovers 
Buntingford Town 
Knebworth 
Bedmond S & S Club 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

22 
19 
19 
17 
16 
17 
15 
14 
13 
12 
11 
11 
10 
8 
2 
1 

4 
5 
3 
7 
6 
2 
4 
5 
5 
5 
7 
4 
3 
3 
3 
0 

4 
6 
8 
6 
8 

11 
11 
11 
12 
13 
12 
15 
17 
19 
25 
29 

125 
98 
87 
70 
92 
82 
71 
81 
63 
62 
63 
55 
53 
58 
25 
21 

34 
34 
38 
34 
50 
66 
58 
52 
50 
59 
55 
62 
63 

126 
99 

226 

+91 
+64 
+49 
+36 
+42 
+16 
+13 
+29 
+13 

+3 
+8 
-7 

-10 
-68 
-74 

-205 

70 
62 
60 
58 
54 
53 
49 
47 
44 
41 
40 
37 
33 
27 
9 
3 

HSCL Reserve Section Division One  P W D L F A GD Pts 

Codicote Res 
Baldock Town Letchworth FC Res 
Part Street Village FC Res 
London Lions Res 
Evergreen Res 
Metropolitan Police Bushey Res 
Sarratt Res 
Bovingdon Res 
Hinton Res 
Sandridge Rovers Res 
Buntingford Town Res 
Lemsford Res 
Knebworth Res 

24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 

20 
18 
17 
13 
12 
11 
9 
9 
7 
9 
5 
3 
1 

0 
3 
2 
2 
5 
6 
5 
4 
7 
1 
3 
3 
3 

4 
3 
5 
9 
7 
7 

10 
11 
10 
14 
16 
18 
20 

64 
83 
72 
70 
71 
61 
48 
57 
53 
48 
28 
30 
19 

22 
28 
30 
43 
55 
42 
55 
49 
62 
61 
68 
79 

110 

+42 
+55 
+42 
+27 
+16 
+19 

-7 
+8 
-9 

-13 
-40 
-49 
-91 

60 
57 
53 
41 
41 
39 
32 
31 
28 
28 
18 
12 
6 
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 BUNTINGFORD TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

 
History was made when the 
Mayor of Luynes, Monsieur 
Bertrand Ritouret, and two 
of his deputies, Madame 
Odile Ritouret and Madame 
Ana Garcia, attended a full 
Counci l  m eet ing on 
Thursday 28th May 2009, 
along with members of 
B u n t i n g f o r d  T o w n 
Council, at the Manor 
House. 
 
The visiting group consisted 
of thirty-nine adults, five 
eighteen-year olds and 
seventeen children, who all 
stayed with families in 
Buntingford and the 
surrounding villages, for the 
four-day visit. 
 
This was the first time the visitors from Luynes had come by air – a very welcome 
change from the twelve-hour coach journey of previous years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the highlights of their visit was the soirée held at the Seth Ward Community 
Centre on the Friday evening, when all the French Twinners gathered together with their 
English hosts. This year, Buntingford's Mayor – Councillor Surjit Basra and his wife  

Left to right: Jean Millard, Val Reedman, Jean Cook, Mary Deeks, Iris 
Sinfield, Evelyn Smith, Sarah Lever and Ann Brunt  

Back row: Madame Garcia and Madame Ritouret 
Seated: Jill Jones, The Mayor Surjit Basra and Monsieur Bertrand Ritouret  
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Reserve a stall 
Don't pay anything yet  

 

Sell your gifts  
Be seen · Promote your business  

Add more fun to our Fair and make extra cash  for yourself  
 

At Edwinstree Middle Schoolôs very popular 

Summer Fair & Basketball Tournament 
Bowling Green Lane, Buntingford  

 

Held on American Independence Day 
4th July 2009 

From 11am to 1pm 
 

Call Dee Twomey on 07989 951750 for details 
 

Limited stallholder places –  first come, first served  

Nothing to sell? Tell a friend. Come & enjoy the Fair  

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not 

necessarily those of the Editor. 

 
Satwant, (who were hosting Monsieur and Madame Ritouret) provided an Indian meal for 
the Twinners plus an additional forty-eight personal guests, which included Town 
Councillors, County Councillor Jane Pitman,  partners, family and friends. 
 
Following the meal, an all male group of Indian dancers, complete with a drummer and a 
singer, thrilled the gathering with a display of dances from the Punjab. 
 
The Mayor of Luynes and the Vice President of the Luynes Twinning Committee, 
Madame Annie Artozoul, were both presented with a flag of Hertfordshire. 
 
The group visited London on the Thursday and Windsor on the Friday and on the 
Saturday, they went on outings with their host families, which included visits to 
Cambridge and Racing at Newmarket, to watch the 2000 Guineas, with the French being 
more successful that the Brits. 
 
Our return visit to Luynes is during the October half-term, but we have no dates at the 
moment as this depends on the flights. 
 
Buntingford is also twinned with Olvega in Spain and this year they are visiting us 
from 22nd – 27th May and our return visit is 22nd – 26th July.  
 

If you are interested in joining us on our visit to Luynes in October or our exchanges for 
next year please contact Sarah Lever (Luynes) on 01763 288393, Jonathan Ling (Olvega) 
on 01763 272368 or Jean Cook on 01763 271495.  
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 B A L A 
Buntingford Action for the Less Able 

Registered Charity No. 1094426 

Minibus trips for June 2009 

Tues 2nd 

 
Thurs 4th 
 

Tues 9th 
 
Thurs 11th 

 
Mon 15th 
 

 
Thurs 18th 
 

Tues 23rd 

 

Thurs 25th 

 

Mon 29th 

10:30am – 3:00pm 

 
9:30am – 12ish 
 

10:30am – 2:00pm 
 
9:30am – 12ish 

 
10:30am – 3:00pm 
 

 
9:30am – 12ish 
 

10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
9:30am – 12ish 

 
10:30am – 2:30pm 

Cambridge – Shopping 

 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 

Letchworth – drop-off at Morrison's 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

 
Welwyn Garden City – John Lewis, Debenhams,  
M&S,  Boots etc. 

 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 

Hitchin – Market Day 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

 
Country Homes & Gardens and Bury Lane Farm 
Shop 

Bus £7 

 
Bus £4 

 

Bus £5 
 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £6 

 

 
Bus £4 

 

Bus £5.50 
 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £4.50 

July 2009 

 

Thurs 2nd 
 
 

 

9:30am – 12ish 

 

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 

 

Bus £4 

T o boo k  a  s ea t  o r  fo r  mor e  i n fo r ma t io n 
p hon e  01763  273623  or  01763 271708 

COFFEE M ORNING 
Wednesday 17th June 

at Benson Hall 

10:30am ς 12noon 
Coffee Ï Raffle Ï Cakes Ï Bric-a-Brac Ï Marmalade 

 

Proceeds for the Mini-bus 
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With practically all chances of a frost gone it's now time to liven up your pots and borders 
with summer bedding plants. There is a lot to keep on top of this month but all your hard 
work earlier in the spring should now start to pay off. 
   
General  

¶ Keep on top of the weeding, a boring task but necessary. If you do it weekly it won't 
take long. 

¶ Get into a regular deadheading and watering routine for all summer flowering plants. 

¶ Use whatever method suits you to control slugs and snails. They do love newly planted 
bedding plants and vegetables. 

 

Vegetables 

¶ Harvest salad crops and continue sowing seeds. 

¶ Greenhouse grown tender vegetables can now be transferred outside. 

¶ Plant Brussels sprouts and winter cabbage.   
 

Trees and Shrubs 

¶ Keep a 4' (1.25 metre) diameter space clear of grass round newly planted trees. Then 
they do not have to fight for nutrients to help them establish. 

¶ Remove dead flower heads from lilac. 

¶ Pull away (don't cut) suckers from roses. Cut and they will come back. 
 

Lawns 

¶ Keep watering new lawns. 

¶ Mow lawns regularly but raise blades in very dry weather. 
 

Flowers & Patio Pots 

¶ Plant out bedding plants and fast growing annuals. 

¶ Water pots and hanging baskets daily; twice daily in very hot weather. 

¶ Start lifting spring bulbs as foliage turns yellow. Dry off in a well ventilated shed. When 
dry remove dead leaves, skin and roots and store in trays for replanting in the autumn.  

 

Ponds 

¶ Top up ponds when water level drops due to evaporation. 

¶ Keep removing blanket weed weekly or it will take over your pond. 

¶ Float 'pads' of barley straw to clear your pond water of green algae. This does work 
and it's far safer than using chemicals. 

 

Top Tips  

¶ Protect developing fruit with nets before fruit starts to ripen. 

¶ Watch out for all types of garden pests on plants and treat early. 

¶ Cut back spent flower stems of euphoria's, but take care as the white sap can irritate 
the skin. 

 

Brian Lemay 
brian.lemay@talktalk.net   

GARDENING YEAR 
JUNE 
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Tell a story, act the part  
Tell a story to the children and really act the part...  

pirate, princess, cat and mouse... it's acting... it 's an art.  
Monotone voice and sounding bored won't help kid's to see  
what fantastic things books are... act crazy just l ike me!  

Be that pirate with a map for treasure,  
and throw in a parrot for good measure.  

Make their minds work... to see what you see  
and happy readers they'll grow up to be.  

Tell a story, make it happy,  
about a lady and a chappy,  

Make some noises, be that  creature,  
Monkey, lion, make noise a feature.  
I ' l l tell a story to one or twenty,  

of sil ly ideas, I   have plenty.  
Come to story - time and we'll have fun together,  

Grown- ups join in... come... l isten... whatever the  weather!!!   
 

by Teresa Bonner 

 

A Helping Hand 

My Garden is getting too much for me, 

But luckily, 

My daughter loves to dig and hoe 

And between us, we will grow 

Our favourite veg and flowers, 

And though it will take many hours 

The end result will be, 
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 

Mondays 10:00am – 4:00pm  
Tuesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Wednesdays 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Closed Thursdays and Fridays  
 
 

 

SWITCHING MOBILE PHONE CONTRACTS 
 
 
Q.  I have been on a fixed, monthly contract with a mobile phone provider for two 
years, but have found a better deal and want to change companies but still keep 
my old phone number. I have rung my original provider, but they keep putting me 
on hold and making excuses for why they can't help. What can I do? 
  
A.  Before anything, check your contract for details of when you can leave and how much 
notice you have to terminate your contract – in most cases this is one month. You can be 
charged for ending your contract early, but not more than the remaining amount you 
would have paid under the contract. You should not be charged for any amounts that you 
might not have paid.  
  
In order to switch companies, your original phone company is required to supply you with 
your PAC (Porting Authorisation Code). You should request this in writing but you can 
ask for it by phone, or in person at your phone company’s high street store. All phone 
companies are required to give this to you within two working days of your request. Do 
not cancel your direct debit until you have written confirmation of the termination of the 
contract, as you may still be liable for your bill and could be referred to a debt collection 
agency if your bill accrues. Once you have your PAC, and confirmation of termination of 
contract, you can ring the new company and switch services. 
 
If your mobile phone company does not comply with your request, you should speak to 
them about it first. If you have made a formal complaint to the phone company and this 
hasn't solved the problem, you can try using the company's Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) scheme. Your phone company might belong to one of two ADR 
schemes, which have been approved by Ofcom. 
 
All phone companies are required to have an ADR scheme. They are breaking important 
consumer protection rules if they don't. If your phone company won't tell you about its 
ADR scheme, you can call Ofcom for details, or look on their website www.ofcom.org.uk 
 
For more information, go to the Citizens Advice website adviceguide.org.uk or contact 
East Herts CAB on 08448 489 700. You can also drop in to the Buntingford branch. The 
opening times are shown at the top of the page.  

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information 
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for 
errors or omissions in this publication. 
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 Death of Mr Sidney Daniels 
Great loss to the district 

(Extracts of the obituary printed in the Herts Mercury on 21st October 1932) 
 

The news of the lamented death of Mr Sidney Daniels, of Sunny Hill, Buntingford, has 
cast a gloom over the town and district that only time will dispel. 
 

The deceased was the well-known manager at Messrs. W. B. Moss & Sons' Buntingford 
Branch. He was 37 years of age and had been ill for only a short while. Following an 
operation at St. Paul's Hospital, London, on October 10th 1932, he appeared to be 
progressing satisfactorily, but a relapse, late on Saturday night, proved fatal. He leaves a 
widow and four children. 
 

Mr Daniels came to Buntingford in 1923, and as he built up firm friendships in his private 
life and in the social organisations of the town and district; so he built up a prosperous 
business for his employers. The young men who came under his supervision have 
thanked him for his excellent teaching and his loss is one which will be keenly felt. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The late Mr Sidney Daniels 

 

Throughout the Great War, he served with the Manchester Regiment and was a prisoner 
of war in Germany for part of the time. He was so well liked by the farmer where he 
worked during his captivity, that after the war, he received an invitation to pay a visit to 
the farm; this he accepted. He was a very fine singer and this was one of his joys that 
never palled. He was a member of more than one musical society and his own quiet 
enthusiasm worked wonders among the members. 
 

He took leading parts in the last two Buntingford pantomimes, when his singing and 
acting came in for special praise. He also assisted the senior school children with their 
operetta "Princess Ju-Ju". In addition to good work on the committee of the ex-Service 
Men's Club, the local branch of the British Legion, the Buntingford Horticultural Society, 
the Buntingford Musical Society, the Buntingford Bow Bells, and other local organisations, 
he was always called upon to assist with garden fetes, socials, etc. The Congregational 
Church, the Salvation Army, and the Church of St. Peter, as well as that of St. Richard, 
found him one who would extend a helping hand, whenever required, and his death 
leaves the community infinitely the poorer. Although a young man he bequeaths to 
posterity the example of a life well spent. 
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AN APPRECIATION 
 

Our Buntingford correspondent writes: 
 

An event, such as the death of Sidney Daniels, cannot be allowed to pass without some 
special expression of respect for his memory and of the regret for his loss. His death is a 
blow to the whole district, for in the past nine years his helping hand has stretched far. 
His character was the secret of his success, and if businessmen of his trade found him a 
rival, they were always willing to admit that no man could be a warmer friend. Those 
under his supervision have reason to remember him with affection for what he did for 
them, and what he taught them. He had a way with them that was irresistible and he 
encouraged in them that active energy for which he was himself remarkable. His advice 
and help will be missed in all the social organizations of the town. 
 
That he has passed away at thirty-seven, will evoke a real sense of loss to those who 
knew him and his work best. In private life he was a devoted husband and an affectionate 
parent, and there will be deep sympathy with his wife and family, his mother, and with all 
who enjoyed his personal friendship. B. E. T.  

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford 
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be 
purchased from: 
 
A CUT ABOVE ·  BASRAS SUPERMARKET · MARK DOEL · CO-OP SUPERMARKET  

HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION · KIRKHAMS · PIGGOTTS  
DELISSIMO · WESTMILL TEA ROOM · COUNTRY FLOWERS 

Himalayan Climb for Charity 
 

On Sunday 17th May, Buntingford Cricket Club played their annual fixture against 
Hertfordshire Harriers Disabled Cricket Club at Andrews Lane, Cheshunt. 
 

Having played in this fixture for the 
previous couple of years, Buntingford 
Chairman Kevin Poulton had been so 
impressed with the commitment of the 
Harriers, and the enjoyment they 
derived from their cricket, that he 
realised he had found the charity for 
his planned trip to the Himalayas and 
the arduous task of completing Base 
Camp Everest. 
 

The game was played, as usual, with 
great spirit, with the Harriers once 
again coming out on top. At the 
conclusion of the game Kevin had the 
great pleasure of presenting a 
cheque, for just short of £1,100, to the 
Harriers captain Craig Walker. 

Kevin Poulton presenting the cheque to Craig Walker 
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MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO 
 
 

 
 

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support 
Officers, Amanda Higham and Stephen Whittaker, or you just want to say hello, they will 
be at the specified venues as listed below. 

(Times are subject to change at short notice.) 

Telephone 0845 33 00 222 

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue: 

 

Tue 2nd  
Sat 6th  
Sun 7th  

Thurs11th  
Sun 14th  
Wed 17th  

Tue 23rd 
Sat 27th  
Sun 28th 

Tue 30th  

 

6:00pm–7:00pm 
2:00am–3:00am 
2:00pm–2:45pm 

4:30pm–5:15pm 
 
2:00pm–2:45pm 

6:30pm–7:15pm  
2:00pm–2:45pm 
2:00pm–3:00pm 

11:30am–12:15pm 

 

Recreation ground car park, Braughing 
Huntsman Close, Puckeridge 
Village Hall, Colliers End 

High Street, Harestreet 
Braughing Summer Fete 
Village Hall car park, Meesden 

Village Hall car park, Brent Pelham 
Kick & Dicky PH Car Park, Wellpond Green 
Community Centre Car Park, Puckeridge 

Outside Church, Anstey 

 

Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 

Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 

Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 

Amanda & Stephen 
 
 

A spenden V i l l age Fet e 
Sunday 5Sunday 5Sunday 5

ththth   July 2009July 2009July 2009   
1pm ð 5pm 

 

Family Dog Show and Dog Agility 

Flower Show 

Children's Professional Entertainer 
Classic Car Rides 

Beer Tent 

Barbeque ð Hot Dogs ð Ice Creams 

Raffle Prizes ð Hot Air Balloon Ride, £50, Meal for Two 

Plus lots of other prizes 

Bric-a-Brac 

Car Boot 

Bouncy Castle 

Children's Amusements 

Coconut Shy and lots of other games 
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Would You Like to be Part of Your Local School Community? 
 

An informal information evening to show you :  
 

§ New and exciting initiatives in your local school 
 

§ Opportunities to use your skills to help children 
 

§ Be part of the decision making process in your local school 
 

§ Building links between schools and the wider community 
 

§ Adult learning and courses information, eg computer skills workshops. 
 

This event is open to all members of the community within the 
Rib Valley Extended Schools Consortium ς covering schools and communities in 

Buntingford, Puckeridge, Braughing, Hormead and Anstey. 
 

Monday 15th June 2009 
 

Jenyns School, Braughing 
 

7:30pm ς 8:30pm 
 

Coffee, tea, wine and nibbles! 
 

For further information about this event, please contact Susan Lankester on  
telephone 07504 771892 or email sl@fremancollege.herts.sch.uk 

This project has been made possible by the Rib Valley Extended Schools Consortium, 
with special thanks to Jenyns School for hosting the workshops. 
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Traditional afternoon teas with homemade 

scones and cakes 

In aid of St Lawrence Church funds 

Village Hall, Ardeley 

 Sunday 19th July, Sunday 16th August 

and Sunday 20th September 3:00pm ð 

5:30pm 
Come and enjoy a perfect rural setting in our picturesque 
village. The church will be open. We are seven miles east of 

Braughing  

Summer Fair   
Sunday 14th June 2009  

from 12noon 

Braughing Playing Fields 
 

Football Tournament  

Fancy Dress Competition  
Itôs a Knockout (Get your team of 4 together ï entries on the day)  

BMX Demo  

Dog Show  

Agility 'Rally-O' Demo  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friends of Jenyns   

 Tug of War, Giant Inflatable Slide, 

Afternoon Tea, Fairground 

Attractions, Beer Tent, Pimms, 

Strawberries, Bungee Run, Pony 

Rides, Crafts, BBQ, Band 
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We are the Eco-warriors at Layston C of E First School. We try to make our school more 
environmentally friendly. We feed the birds and we make posters to ask children to save 
water and to only use one paper towel at a time. We have special equipment for picking 
up the litter. 
 
Our school has a 'smart meter' and that means we can look and see how much gas, 
electricity and water we are using. We found that the gas was turning on too early in the 
morning, an engineer was called and he fixed it! We ordered a new bench for the 
playground, it was made out of recycled bottles – we enjoy sitting on it.  
 
We already have the Bronze award for eco-schools and we are working towards the 
Silver. 
 

By Luke, Amy, Alfie, Hannah, Hannah, Elliott, Morgan, Thomas, Katie and Billy  
The Eco-Warriors  

 
 

LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL  

The Eco-Warriors and the new bench made from recycled bottles. 
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  "If a man be gracious and courteous to strangers, 
it shows he is a citizen of the world" (Francis Bacon) 

 

Late on a very dark and wet afternoon of a very harrowing day in September 2007, after 
several months of preparation, my wife and I locked the door of our previous abode and 
drove to Buntingford to move into our future home. It was sometime later after our arrival, 
that our three removal vans appeared. They could not find our London Road address by 
road name signs, using maps or SatNav. This pattern was to be repeated time and time 
again with other delivery vans and visitors over the following months. 

 

I thought I must do something about this, but put it off until we received a letter, delivered 
by hand, in June 2008, from Hertfordshire Highways advising the road was to be 
resurfaced. The letter bore a street designation name reflecting the title of a farm site 40 
years or more previously, and with the unrecognisable address, would have failed to arrive 
if sent by Royal Mail! Immediately the matter of incorrect road names and lack of signs 
was taken up with Hertfordshire Highways and East Herts District Council. After the initial 
'fobbing-off', procrastination and exchanges of correspondence, we had two very smart 
road name signs erected in October 2008. After pursuing many other issues along the 
way, Hertfordshire Highways confirmed they had amended their paperwork and will 
introduce organisational changes in June 2009. Confirmation was received in April 2009 
that Ordnance Survey have regularised the mapping issues. That is a short synopsis of a 
correspondence file now half an inch thick. 

 

As a newcomer and wishing to attend some local events, I have found organisers seem 
shy to state the locations of the venues. The expression "everyone knows where Benson 
Hall is!" does not help. Therefore I was taken aback when at two local meetings recently, 
opinions were expressed that it is up to newcomers to find out where places are. This may 
be true if the addresses of venues are always given and there are street signs to indicate 
the names of the local roads. Also an assumption seems to be made that the majority of 
adult residents have lived in the area for over 25 years and many for a lifetime. This 
overlooks the fact that in normal economic times, there are typically about 60% of 
residents living in an area for several decades, but the remainder and membership of local 
clubs and societies is changing by about 10% to 15% each year. 

 

Examples of location description corrections that should be made to some addresses in 
the latest edition of the Buntingford Journal are: Benson Hall, Station Road (opposite   Co
-op store); Seth Ward Community Centre, Luynes Rise; The Manor House, 21 High 
Street (as shown on a recently received EHDC Official Poll card); Christ Church (URC) , 
Baldock Road; Youth Club (Technical Institute), Baldock Road; Bellhouse Gallery, 43 
High Street. There are many other examples, although I hasten to add, there are also 
many where full addresses are correctly given. 

 

Whether living in the area for months or decades, readers might like to conduct their own 
small, but simple, local information exercise. Look for the road name signs in Station 
Road, High Street and Baldock Road and note:  

 

1) How many road intersections are there along each of the three named roads?  
2) How many easily readable road name signs, when on foot or in a car, are there 

along each of the three named roads? 
3) How many road name signs do you think there should be along each of the three 

named roads?  
4) How can a stranger find the location of Market Hill? 

 

I will make a donation to the charity of choice for the reader who is considered to have 
answered the questions most fully, correctly and constructively. Answers should be sent to 
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BUNTINGFORD  W. I .  
 
For the first part of our May meeting we discussed the resolution, which will go forward to 
the National W.I. Annual General Meeting: an SOS for the honeybees. We need bees for 
pollination and it is estimated that 30% of the bee population is lost each year, due to 
pesticides and disease. It has been said that if bees disappear then we would starve in 
four years!   
 
We were pleased to hear that the Co-op is running a campaign to help the honeybees 
and has already donated funds towards research. 
 
We then went on to welcome Barbara Harvey who came to talk to us about ACWW, 
which Buntingford W.I. has supported for some time, but some of the new members were 
not aware of what they do. Associated Country Women of the World comprises 70 
member countries and is linked to the Fairtrade organisation. It carries out various 
projects around the world and, co-incidentally, the most recent project in South Africa is 
to do with bees. The Charity’s administration costs are minimal and most of the money is 
spent on the projects.  
 
We also held a plant sale. 
 
Our June meeting will be on Thursday 11th June at the United Reformed Church Hall at 
7:45pm. Ray Bomber will be bringing along his clarinet and his repertoire ranges from 
classical to pop. Visitors are always welcome.  

C F Gibbons, 32 London Road, Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 9JW or email 
cfgibbons@aol.com to arrive by Saturday 13th June. 
 

Colin Gibbons 

Berden Village Fete 
Saturday 11 th  July 2009 at 2:00pm  

in the beautiful grounds of Berden Hall  

Attractions include:  

Traditional stalls and games  

Morris Men, Brass Band, Steel Band  

Children's entertainment  

Vintage cars  

Cream teas, Ice creams  

Freshly cooked hamburgers and hot dogs  

Bring all the family along and enjoy a genuine English Fete  
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The Church Wardens of the United Benefice of Aspenden, Buntingford and Westmill, are 
very pleased to announce that our new Priest in Charge, the Reverend Ian Hill, will be 
joining us in September. 

3rd  

 
7th 

 
 

14th 
 
 
 

21st
 

 
 

28th 

  9:30am 
 

  9:30am 
11:00am 

   
9:30am 

11:00am 
5:45pm   

 
10:15am 
11:00am 

 
 10:00am 
11:00am 

St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Mary's the Virgin – Westmill 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
Nevetts 
 
St. Mary's – Westmill 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 
 
St. Mary's – Aspenden 
St. Peter's – Buntingford 

Said Holy Communion (BCP) 

 
Holy Communion 
All Age Family Worship 
 
Holy Communion 
Morning Worship/Café Church 
Songs of Praise 
 
United Holy Communion 
Family Praise 
 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 

ST. MARY'S – ASPENDEN 
ST. PETER'S – BUNTINGFORD 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN – WESTMILL 
Church of England 

Curate Rev. Glyn Howdle (01920 469632) Office  01763 271552  
Other Ministries include: Kidzone 

Small groups (meeting for Bible study, prayer and fellowship), 
Men's group, Mothers' Union 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches 

 

SERVICES FOR JUNE 

 
ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER 
Catholic Church 
 

3 Station Road, Buntingford 
Telephone 01763 271471 
 

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each: 

  Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm 

  Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham 

  Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm 

  Weekdays at 9:15pm 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30am ð 11.15am  
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CHRIST CHURCH  

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD 

 
 
 
 
 
MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards 
  The Manse  'Great Stones'  
 Meeting Lane  Hare Street 
 Melbourn  Buntingford 
 Cambs SG8 6AN   Herts SG9 0AD 
 Tel: 01763 260747  Tel: 01763 289460 
  

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am 
 

 June   7 Morning Worship Rosemary Scarrow 

  14 Infant Dedication Service  Rev Duncan Goldie 
  21 Morning Worship Rev Derek Newton 
  28 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 
     
 

 July   5 Morning Worship Faith Paulding  
 

 

This year’s Churches Together Unity Service and picnic will take place on Sunday  
14th June at St Mary's Church, Westmill. The picnic will start at 12:30 pm and will be 
followed by the service at 2:00 pm. Please note that this is a week later than originally 
advertised.  

 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES  

 

 
 

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all 
children and young people. 
 

The Bright Hour – a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting 

speakers – meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall. 
 

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every 
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat. 
 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on  
the first Friday of the month. 

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 

Babysitting Service 
Experienced parent available 

locally for babysitting. 
Reasonable rates. 
Phone Sasha on 

01763 273630 for 
more information 

or to book. 

 
To advertise in the 

Buntingford Journal 
call Bob Jackson on 

01763 271463  
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SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) 

 6th June Struck it Rich (Country music)  

 13th June No entertainment, free pool, snooker and jukebox 

 20th June Disco and Karaoke 

 27th June Saturday special 'No Town Without Motown' 

 4th July  Triple D    

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT 

 

To see more information about the bands go to: 
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 

BUNTINGFORD AND D ISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 
C I U affiliated 

6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS 
Telephone 01763 271889 

www.buntingfordsocialclub.com 
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 

 

āBIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAYā 
 

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize 
 ALL WELCOME – start time 8pm 

 

Let 's g ive you a reminder of events  

ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING 

There is a quiz on every 2nd Tuesday in the month  

♪   Live ente r ta inment on Sa turdays except  

2 nd Saturday in the month  ♫ 
 

Plus: Darts ▪ Pool ▪ Snooker ▪ Wii machine ▪ Sky sports and Setanta 
We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling 

AND DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD! 
New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,           

you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime. 
 

Friday 12 th June ð Entertainment Quiz Night. Music, TV Comedy and Film.  
Teams up to six people. £1.00 per person for members and their guests.  

 

SOME EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

  27th June No Town without Motown as seen on 'X' Factor 
  25th July Abakus  
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1st XI Saturday League Fixtures for June 2009 

Division 1 

Sat 6th 

Sat 13th  
Sat 20th  
Sat 27th   

South Loughton I 

Farnham I 
Ilford Catholics 
Rickling Ramblers I 

Home 

Away 
Home 
Away 

1:30pm 

1:30pm 
1:30pm 
1:30pm 

 

2nd XI Saturday League Fixtures for June 2009 

Division 5 

Sat 6th 

Sat 13th  
Sat 20th  
Sat 27th   

Ardeley Walkern 

Farnham II 
Chadwell Heath I 
Hockerill II 

Away 

Home 
Away 
Home 

 

1:30pm 

1:30pm 
1:30pm 
1:30pm 

 

 

 BUNTINGFORD  C RICKET  CLUB  
 
 
 
 

 

Buntingford CC has made the best possible start to their season. After winning all six of 
their early season friendly games, the 1st XI and 2nd XI have both been victorious in their 
opening three games of the league season in the Herts and Essex Cricket League. 

Leading batsman Chris Chambers (228 runs) and Scott Nash (150 runs). Leading bowler 
Lee Robertson (7 wickets). 

Leading batsman Pye Makin (141 runs) and Steve Baker (78 runs). Leading bowler Clive 
Glascock (6 wickets). 

Division 1  

02/05/09  

 
 

09/05/09  
 
 

16/05/09  

Epping Foresters 73 all 

out  
 

Buntingford 1st XI 263-5  
 
 

Takeley 197-5  

Buntingford 1st XI  75-2  
 

 
 

Bishops Stortford 3rd XI 231 all out  
 

 
Buntingford 1st XI 199-2  

Buntingford won by 8 

wickets 
 

Buntingford won by 32 
runs  
 

Buntingford won by 8 
wickets 

Division 5  

02/05/09  Buntingford 2nd XI 171-9  Roding Valley 2nd XI 161 all out  Buntingford won by 10 

runs  

09/05/09 Buntingford 2nd XI awarded winning 26 points due to Bishops 

Stortford 4th XI being unable to field a team 

 

16/05/09 Theydon Bois 2nd XI 213-

6  

Buntingford 2nd XI 216-5  Buntingford won by 5 

wickets  

1st XI Division 1         2nd XI Division 5  

C R I CK E T 
 

At Norfolk Road Playing Fields  
BUNTINGFORD  

 

Every Saturday from May until September 2009  
from 1:30pm  
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 get more out of walking with the Ramblers 
Royston and District Group 

Walks for June 

 

 
Monday 1st  
 

Thursday 4th  
 

Sunday 7th  
 
 

Tuesday 9th  
 
 

Tuesday 9th  
 
 

Sunday 14th  
 
 

Wednesday 17th  
 

Thursday 18th  
 

Sunday 21st  
 
 

Tuesday 23rd  
 

Thursday 25th  
 
 

Sunday 28th  

For times and meeting places, please phone the appropriate leaders. 
 

Evening walk Ickleton, Cambs – 3 miles. Leader Tony 01223 842871 
 

Morning walk Therfield – 5½ miles. Leader Eric 01763 848576 
 

Coach outing to Brighton – pre-booking essential. Call Hazel or Tricia     
on 01763 848349 to book 
  

Morning walk Hemingford Abbots – 5½ miles. Leader Lesley         
01763 241525 
 

Evening walk Croydon, Wendy – 3¾ miles. Leader David              
01763 242677 
 

All day linear walk from Baldock via Ashwell to Royston – 12 miles. 
Leader Christine 01462 734298 
 

Evening walk Therfield – 4 miles. Leader Anne 01763 245410 
 

Morning walk Bourn – 6¼ miles. Leader Mick 01763 247579 
 

All day walk Great Chishill, Elmdon – 10 miles. Leaders Janet               
& Graham 01763 838300 
 

Morning walk Arrington, Wimpole – 5½ miles. Leader Ian 01223 872243 
 

Evening walk Fen Ditton and River Cam – 4½ miles. Leaders Roger      
& Linda 01763 261405 
 

All day Figure of Eight walk, Whipsnade – 5 + 4 miles. Leader Mick 
01763 247579  

 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are running an event in Buntingford or in the surrounding villages, such as a Village 
Fete; School PTA Event; Town Carnival; Christmas Shopping Night etc., let me help you 
advertise it with a free shout on our local radio station – Hertbeat FM 106.9FM! (Please 
note that this is not for private business advertising.) 
 

 

Hertbeat FM has a weekly audience of over 50,000 people in Stevenage, Hertford, Ware, 
Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, Hitchin and Letchworth – and everywhere in between. 
Almost half the listeners have children. Imagine how much exposure we can give 
Buntingford and how much more trade we can bring to our town. 
 

 

All you need to do is send me the event details – the date; time; entrance price; key 
selling points etc. I will pass it all on to Hertbeat FM, who will then tell all of Hertfordshire 
about it.  
 

 

Contact me by phone on 07931 619161 or via email at helen@playmoderntennis.com. 
I look forward to hearing from you!                                                              Helen Littleford 
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Sunday 7th June 2009 – Mary Gethin Walk, 10:30am – 12noon  
This is a very enjoyable walk around Furneux Pelham in aid of Isabel Hospice. The walk 
starts at 10:30am at The Brewery Tap in Furneux Pelham. If you would like more 
information and a sponsor form, please contact Mary on 01279 777610. 
 

Sunday 7th June 2009 – Teas in gardens at The Old Vicarage & The Hall,               
2:00pm – 6:00pm    
Thanks to Mr & Mrs Brunner from Furneaux Pelham Hall and Mr & Mrs Lockhart from The 
Old Vicarage for opening their gardens as part of the National Garden Scheme. The Old 
Vicarage is in the centre of the village adjoining the historic 13 th century church. It is an 
interesting Vicarage garden containing ancient sycamores, yews and later specimen trees, 
as well as shrub and herbaceous borders. There is also a herb garden and a woodland 
walk. The lovely 16th century hall (not open) was once lived in by Lord Monteagle of Guy 
Fawkes fame, and has a walled herbaceous garden; a lake with ornamental waterfowl; 
islands and bridges; a peaceful water and bog garden; a vegetable garden and 
greenhouses. Proceeds from the teas will go to Isabel Hospice. 
 

Saturday 13th June 2009 – Sunset & Stars Walk, 6:30pm – 11:55pm  

If you would like to take part in our first ever evening walk in aid of Isabel Hospice, please 
contact Fundraising on 01707 382500. The 9-mile walk will start from St Margaretsbury 
Sports and Social Club near Ware, meeting at 6:30pm. Tickets cost £15 and for children 
over 12 – £10. We are looking for walkers, marshals and sponsors. Email 
Gina@Bridgman.me.uk with any other queries.  
 

Friday 26th June 2009 – Madrigals, 7:00pm – 10:00pm  

Madrigals will be held at Great Amwell Pool. A collection will be made for Isabel Hospice. 
Times to be confirmed. Contact Ann Hardy on 01920 870526. 
 

Tuesday 30th June 2009 – Fabulous Marquee Event  

In aid of Isabel Hospice at Stag Hall, Great Munden, Ware (by kind permission of          
The High Sheriff of Hertfordshire) Janie Wentworth-Stanley. Organised by The         
Special Events Committee. All enquiries contact Barbara Doherty on 01279 842140 or 
email: barbara.doherty@tiscali.co.uk. 

FORTHCOMING  EVENTS  

 
 
 
 

If your charity, school, society or clubs events are being advertised in the 
Buntingford Journal, we are now able to offer you an additional feature. 

The Buntingford Civic Society have set up an events section on their website, at 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk, to post upcoming events, replicating those 

published in the Journal. This should mean that your event advertisement will 
get seen by a larger audience, resulting in increased attendance. 

 
For more information, please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040 
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     NEWS FROM FREMAN COLLEGE 

 

Easter brought to a close a very busy half-term for everyone at Freman. For our A Year 
students it was an important decision-making term as they made their minds up about the 
option subjects they would like to take in the I Year. E year students were busy finishing 
off course work and brushing up their revision skills. 
 
But, as ever at Freman, the hard work was leavened with a wide variety of activities. For 
example, on our PSHCRE Day in March the Upper Sixth followed Jamie Oliver's 
exhortation to 'take the pledge' and undertook to learn a new recipe and pass it on to 
others. I still don't know how all 90 of them managed to cook a meal in the food room in 
one day, but thanks to Miss Pagram they all did and had a great time in the process. 
 
The programme of House sports activities was also a full one with large numbers of 
students taking part in football, netball and swimming competitions. The House-points 
display, which is updated after each event, is coming in for a lot of scrutiny at the moment 
as everyone keeps a close eye on their House's chances for this year's Sainsbury Cup. 
 
The Easter holiday hardly constituted a rest for many as E Year and Sixth Form students 
went home to revise, in some cases combining this with joining the Classics and German 
trips in the first week of the holiday, both of which were a great success.   
 
It has also been a busy period for Mr Miller and the site staff. We now have our new 
shelter at the front of the college to keep students safe and dry while they wait for lifts. We 
also have a lovely paved courtyard with benches behind the hall. Inside the hall itself we 
have installed air-conditioning to keep this year's exam candidates cool, calm and 
collected and also a brand new sound and light system, projector and screen to improve 
the quality of assemblies and other events. 
 
The next half term is a critical one for many students as we move into the summer exam 
period.  Already E Years are in the thick of art, drama and language oral exams and their 
written exams start shortly, as do those of the Lower and Upper Sixth. It has really struck 
me how seriously students are preparing for this period, particularly in making the very 
most of all the extra help and support their teachers are offering them, not just in lessons 
but during lunchtime and after college too. This certainly bodes very well for their results. 
 

Helen Loughran 
Headteacher  

 
 

MINIBUS 
 
Thanks to the generosity of parents, we now have a brand new minibus, complete with 
College logo. We have combined several years of College Fund donations with other 
funds to buy a 17-seater Ford Transit with the latest specifications. The ten-year old yellow 
minibus has seen better days, but is still being used when two vehicles are needed. 

 

Mr Atkinson  
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Sunday 7th June 2009 

THE HENRY MOORE FOUNDATION 
Perry Green, near Much Madham 

11am – 5pm Adults £7.00 
 

The 70-acre estate at Perry Green is home to the 
studios, barns and galleries, gifted to the Foundation 
by Henry Moore. Many of these buildings remain as 
they were in his lifetime. The spacious gardens and 
adjoining fields house an ever-changing exhibition of 
Moore's monumental sculptures. Hoglands (Henry 
and Irina Moore's home), which has recently been  
re-furbished, will be open to visitors. 
 

This year's exhibition in the Sheep Field Barn 
gallery, entitled Henry Moore Textiles, is the first 
ever on the subject and includes dress and 
furnishing fabrics, silk scarves and wall hangings. 
 

Access to Hoglands is limited, total access for the 
day is 100; therefore the house will close as soon as 
this number is reached. 
 

Refreshments 12noon – 5pm. Hourly guided tours. 
Plants by Janet Hall. Music by Flute Cocktail. 
Strictly no dogs except guide dogs. 

 

Take B1004 Ware –  Much Hadham Road, turn into Bourne Lane 
(5 miles from Ware & 1 mile from Much Hadham), 1½ miles to 
Perry Green. Postcode SG10 6EE 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 14th June 2009 

MOOR PLACE, MUCH HADHAM 
(Victoria and Bryan Norman) 

2pm – 5pm Adults £4.00 
 
 

Ten-acres of great variety and interest. Features 
include two 18th century walled gardens, large area 
of shrubbery, herbaceous borders, lawns, hedges, 
trees and two ponds. Herbaceous borders, shrubs 
and roses plus delightful knot garden and extensive 
dahlia beds. A peaceful setting for an enjoyable 
afternoon. 
 
Plants by Daisy Roots. 
 

 

On B1004 between Ware and Bishop's Stortford. M11 J8            
(7 miles) or A10 Puckeridge (5 miles) via A120. Entrance by War 
Memorial or Hadham Cross. Postcode SG10 6AA 
 

Ĉ r ĉ 

 
 

Sunday 14th June 2009 

WESTON VILLAGE GARDENS 
12noon – 5pm Combined admission: Adults £5.00 

 

The picturesque village of Weston is set around a 
village green with pond. At least ten gardens, 
several new this year, will be opening for this 
biennial joint event. There is plenty to see; from 
small cottage gardens to large landscaped grounds; 
many interesting features including pergolas, fruit 
trees, rockeries, herbaceous borders, raised beds, 
water features and vegetable gardens. Two gardens 
have a Japanese theme. Proceeds to be shared with 
the Village Hall. 
 

National exhibition of painted icons in Holy Trinity 
Church. Exhibition by local artists. Craft 
demonstrations, eg lace-making and quilting. Plants 
by Spring Lane Nursery. Music by Reeds United. 
Marked walks shown on map supplied with entrance 
ticket. 
 

Most gardens accessible by wheelchairs. 
 
 

Best approached from A1(M) J8, take B197 through Graveley; 2 
miles turn right to Weston. (3 miles east of Letchworth, 1 mile 
south of Baldock.) Postcode SG4 7AA  
 

Ĉ r ĉ Î 
LWA 
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Little Munden School PTA  

SUMMER FETE  
Saturday 27 th June 

1pm ð 3:30pm  
Little Munden School,  

Dane End 
 

Bouncy Castle, BBQ, Bar, 

Cakes, Refreshments, Plants, 

Grand Raffle.  

Games, Activities and Fun  

for all the family.  
 

No dogs allowed, except guide dogs  
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We were very pleased to welcome about 80 
members to our last monthly meeting. Our next 
meeting is on 8th June at 2:00pm and Vidyut 

Sharma will be explaining to us the benefits of Yogic Breathing.   
 

There are some seats still available for our visit to Wisley on June 16th. If you would like to 
join us on this trip, please phone Tessa Wurr on 01763 271255 asap. We also have tickets 
available to see 'Magic of the Dance' on Thursday 30th July, in Milton Keynes. Pick up is at 
the Crown PH at 5:30pm, returning about 11pm at a cost £30.50 per person. Please 
phone Christine Jefferies on 01763 273466 if you are interested, again asap, as we have 
to confirm our booking. 
 

Eleven members and three well-behaved dogs had a lovely morning walking the footpaths 
around Chipping and Wyddial. One strolling group enjoyed a walk around Fairlands Valley 
and another went to see the spectacular bluebells at Whempstead.  
 

Our computer group got off to a good start over a cup of coffee and got answers to some 
of the things that had been puzzling them, including how to turn one on. The photography 
group brought in their cameras and exchanged information. We now have a French 
Conversation group that is meeting on Wednesday afternoons. This is for members 
interested in keeping up or improving their French; we hope to start another group for 
those wishing to learn. Meanwhile, our singers are in good voice and some ladies are busy 
cutting out shapes for their quilts. Local History and Family History groups hope to go and 
see the archives at Hertford and visit some of the local museums. Bridge for Beginners is 
planned to start in September. 
 

If you are retired or semi-retired and any of the above sounds as if it might interest you, 
please contact Christine Jefferies on 01763 273466. The annual membership is £12.50. 

GROUP ACTIVIT IES  

Wednesday 3/10/17/24 

Contact Diane Sheppard 
 

Thursday 4th June 
Contact Linda Hood 
 

Monday 8th June 
 
 

Tuesday 9th & 23rd June 
Contact Christine Jefferies 
 

Wednesday 10th June 
Thursday 11th June 
Contact Colin Gibbons 
 

Friday 12th June 
Contact Alan Rumble 
 

Monday 15th June 
Contact Colin Gibbons 
 

Wednesday 17th June 

Contact Mick Westwood 
 

Friday 19th June 

Contact David Smith 
 

Wednesday 24th June 
Contact Evelyn Smith 

Conversational French  

01920 823743              
 

Walking Group 
01763 272020 
 

Monthly meeting 
 

 

Singing for Pleasure 
01763 273466 
 

Family History Introductory 
Family History Intermediate 
01763 271398 
 

Computers 
01920 823608 
 

Local History 
01763 271398 
 

Strollers Group 1 

01763 272594 
 

Photography 

01763 849023 
 

Strollers Group 2 
01763 272241 

1:30pm – 3:00pm  
 

 
10:00am – 12noon  
Footpath to Wyddial & local woods 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Seth Ward Community Centre 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 
59 High Street 
 

10:30am 
10:30am 
 
 

10:00am – 12noon 
Youth Club 
 

1:30pm – 3:00pm 
Crown PH Market Hill 
 

TBA 

 
 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 

United Reformed Church Hall 
 

10:00am – 12noon 
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Open Garden at Little Chishill Manor 
Su nday  14th  June  200 9  2pm - 5pm 

 

The Church Warden of St Nicholas Church, Little Chishill is opening his garden 
in aid of the church and supporting the charity 'Help for Heroes' ï  for members 

of the armed forces wounded in battle. 
 

It is a mature garden in a wooded valley with shrubs, herbaceous borders, rose 

garden and kitchen garden. 
 

Music from Barry Tyler 's Dixieland Jazz Band 
 

Homemade teas, stalls, plants etc. 

Buntingford Swimming ClubBuntingford Swimming Club   

The Club has now completed the first two rounds of this years 'Peanut' competition and 
have done really well. In both rounds they finished in fourth place, so we are hopefully 
cementing our place in the second division for next year. 
 

In the first round, the swimmers produced 19 personal best times. In the second round 
another 15 personal best times were recorded. Included in the team were several young 
swimmers competing for the first time. 
 

Various swimmers have entered 'Open' competitions over the last few months and have 
done very well indeed. They have picked up quite a few medals and trophies, swimming 
against children from much larger Clubs.  
 

Our first 'Aquathon' was a great success, with about 100 entries of all ages taking part. We 
hope to include this as an annual event within the Club activities programme.  
 

We will be holding the Club's annual Tri-athlon again, when we hope to have our largest 
ever entry. We are hoping to have over 150 athletes taking part this year. It has really 
grown in popularity over the three years that we have been running the event. 
 

We always welcome any children who would like to come along for a trial any Thursday 
evening. We are short of swimmers in the younger age groups, 8, 9 and 10-year-olds, 
especially boys. 
 

We are still operating our 'adults only section' to which all are invited to come along and 
have a gentle paddle around the pool after the swimmers have finished their training. The 
adults swim from 9:20pm until 9:50pm. Help with your swimming is available if you want it. 
 

Any questions you might have about the Club can be answered by telephoning 01920 
821722. 

Alan Bowell – Club Coach  
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 BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB 
 

Buntingford Gardeners Club met on Wednesday 6th May 
when Karen, from Mill End Nursery, gave us a very quick 
demonstration of how to fill three hanging baskets. These 
were then kindly donated by the nursery to be included in 
our raffle. As we had a few newer members and a visitor, 
who has now become a member, the monthly competition 
was explained – the Sybil Bailey Monthly Competition 
Shield. 
 

Members were reminded about the trip to Savill Gardens 
on the 12th – a very good day (the best day of the week, 
didn't we do well). A full coach thoroughly enjoyed the 
colourful displays of rhododendrons etc., and the 
restaurant was excellent. 
 

We have a trip to Reed gardens this month and if you 
would like to know more about this trip please give me a 
call. 
 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 3rd June at the URC 
Hall, Baldock Road, Buntingford, at 7:45pm for 8:00pm 
and Brian Yetts will be giving a talk on Well Dressing in Derbyshire. The competition for 
June is a rose.  
 

There will also be a plant sale during that evening, so if you have any plants surplus to 
your requirements, please bring them along – proceeds to go to the club. So far there will 
be vegetables, tomatoes, herbs, begonias, geraniums, etc. 
 

We look forward to seeing you, whether you are a member or you would like to see what 
is happening on that evening – you will be very welcome.   
 

Margaret Howarth – 01763 289211  

Millfield School 40Millfield School 40Millfield School 40 ththth    AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary    
Summer Fair / Music Festival  
Saturday 13 th June 4pm Έ 8pm 

at Millfield School  
 

£1 per child £1 per child £1 per child ΈΈΈ   £2 per adult (admission on the gate)£2 per adult (admission on the gate)£2 per adult (admission on the gate)    
Licensed bar  

Food 
Face painting  
Balloon art  

Games 
Bouncy Castle 
Kylie Tribute  
Local bands 
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Joyful Jaunty June  
 

Goat gift update  

If you read my previous articles, you will know that 

my Grandad got a goat for Christmas from my 

Nan. Well, Nan thought she would get back on 

Grandadõs good list and because Grandad 

wanted a caravan, she allowed Grandad to buy a 

top-of-the range caravan, with all the fancy toys to go with it.   
 

Doctors  

My Mum has recently gone into hospital with appendicitis and I have got really 

annoyed with the doctors because they keep dithering about doing the operation. I 

really thought I should have gone down the hospital and put them in their place, 

because my Mum is in pain! 
 

Shopping Spreesõ 

I spent one weekend in May at my Nan and Grandadõs. It was so much fun; my Nan 

and I went shopping and Grandad winced every time we went out.  

Near the end of May, my cousin is taking me to Oxford Street for a shopping spree.  

I havenõt been to Oxford Street before and I have been wanting to go for a long 

time.  
 

Joyful Jaunty June  

June is the first month of summer, the month with the longest days of the year, 

brilliant for barbeques. Warm days (hopefully) all through the month. There is 

supposed to be global warming going on, but the weather seems to be getting colder 

and wetter all the time.  

On 11 th June, it is my birthday. On 12th June, I am having a birthday party; itõs going 

to be my 13th. I am finally going to be a teenager ð at last! 

 

Look out next issue for 

Jolly Jazzy July 

and  

Awesome Amazing August  
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 BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITY 
 

(Charity Number 262884) 
 

The Buntingford Memorial Charity has certain funds available to it for distribution to 
suitable bodies and organisations within the town of Buntingford. It is a term of the Charity 
that 'the Trustees shall apply the income of the Charity in, or towards, such charitable 
purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Buntingford as the Trustees, from 
time to time, think fit.' 
 

The Trustees invite applications for grants from any interested body or organisation who 
would qualify within the terms and conditions given. It is requested that all applicants set 
out, as fully as possible, the nature and background of their organisation, its objectives 
and activities and the purpose for which the grant is sought, together with an indication as 
to the degree of financial support that is hoped for. 
 

The Trustees would encourage individuals, groups and organisations to use their 
imagination and initiative to create opportunities that could be funded to benefit the 
community. 
 

Clearly, the acceptance of any application and/or the amount of grant that might be 
awarded by the Charity is entirely at the discretion of the Trustees. The closing date for 
applications for this year is: 

1st August 2009 
 

Anyone who is interested in applying should ensure that their application is received by me 
at the following address, by the date given: 
 

Jenny Dingley (Secretary) 
BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITY 

199 Monks Walk, Buntingford, Hertfordshire  SG9 9DX  

 

How to  get  perfect  Cheeks!  
 

With summer just around the corner it is time to bring some colour to your cheeks! Current 
trends see gorgeous soft pretty pastel shades of pink and peach, swept on to the apples 
of the cheeks. 
 

So how do you get those perfect contoured cheeks in three easy steps?   
 

Step 1: To find the apples of your cheeks all you need to do is ‘smile’ to reveal the fuller 
    part of your cheeks. This is the area to apply the pretty colour. 
 

Step 2:  Use a highlighter along the top of the cheekbones and blend.   
 

Step 3: Finish with a nude shade or a matt shade of a bronzer under the cheekbones. 
 

Remember, don’t panic if you overdo it with the blusher. You can calm 
it down very easily by sweeping over a little powder. 
 

If you have any questions you can email them to Susan Bradfield        
at susan.bradfield@sky.com. Susan is a professional make-up       
artist and regional artist for Daniel Sandler. For more information       
on the services Susan offers, contact her on 07903 880524. 
www.susanbmakeup.co.uk  
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 Uppa Loppa in a jumper called Eric 
 

No folks! I haven't finally flipped, but the heading is a small reminder of the enjoyment I 
have received from one of my many and various pastimes and hobbies, especially since 
Gas mask and Custard monthly has now been taken from the top shelves. 
 

From an early age, that is B.C. (before cholesterol), I have always been fascinated by that 
particularly English institution, the allotment. My earliest recollection is one of pestering an 
uncle, who helped bring me up, to take me on his almost daily visits to his allotted plot next 
to the local cricket ground, hence the somewhat embarrassing family reminder on how I 
used to press this request. "Me go uppa loppa?"  By continuing with constant repeating of 
this request, my uncle Arthur always relented, and picked me up and placed me four 
square atop his already over loaded wheel barrow and off we would go. For a two-year-old 
this was a ride of discovery, as the barrow rumbled along with intermittent squeak over the 
unmade lane, towards the land of giants. I say giants, as at two-years old, most adults are 
giants and there were many amongst those that worked the plots. Most were fresh from 
the conflicts in Europe and Japan and still bore the scars, both physically and mentally, of 
those terrible years in our history. When I was old enough to understand what those men 
had been through, I realised the quiet routine of working on a piece of their own soil, 
somehow acted as salve to their damaged bodies and minds. Sadly, some never 
recovered and every now and then the activity on the allotments fell silent for a day and 
the mournful toll of the village church bell echoed across the houses, whilst another 
comrade who couldn't cope with the burden, was laid to rest by his friends. 
 

While my uncle forked, hoed and watered his allotment, I often wandered around the 
narrow grass paths to look at what the other men were doing. Some would enquire as to 
how I was and to be careful not to tread on their immaculate edged plots. All grass was cut 
with great care and the earth all around the edges was heaped up to a precise 45 degrees, 
like the brown blankets that had been their beds for the past five years. 
  
The neatness of their work somehow seemed to reflect the attitude of the time, perhaps 
some pride in their efforts or a throw back to the lessons learnt when they had been 
constantly under the scrutiny of some sergeant major. Whatever the reason, they were 
careful that the rows of vegetables stood in disciplined order across the plot, like a small 
green army, drawn for inspection on a parade ground. 
 

Over the next twenty years the allotments gradually become less used as the old soldiers 
went on their final journey and the formerly pristine plots were few and far between. Some 
new people tried the pastime, but often retired demoralised, when the results were not as 
instant as they imagined and there were now more pressing and exciting hobbies to 
pursue like television and motoring or even the dreaded DIY. Moreover, food was less 
tiring if you got it from a shop, all clean and packaged, and there were other delights 
available in the newly emerging supermarkets. 
 

By now I was newly emerging myself into marriage and taking my new responsibilities very 
seriously, I remembered the allotments. I thought I could supplement my income with a 
little light agriculture. 
 

I had no difficulty in acquiring a plot and was told, "Pick anyone you like that's not used" 
and by a turn of good fortune I found my uncles plot, now much distressed and in the grip 
of mother nature's tender charms. 
 

continued over 
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 As money was tight and no budget for tools, I opened my late and much missed uncle's 
shed and found all his garden tools, just as if he had just placed them there all, oiled and 
clean. It was with much reverence that I tried to use these tools in his memory and started 
to reclaim his plot. Over the next seven years my wife and I and later my children used to 
go UPPA LOPPA with the little ones sitting in the same wheel barrow as I did almost thirty 
years before. 
 
But all things must pass and we decamped to our new home where we tried our cultivation 
skills within the confines of our domestic garden, with reasonable effect, over the next 
twenty years. More recently, after 'down sizing' of house and income, I once again heard 
the siren call of the compost heap and tatty shed. Meanwhile a revival of the loss art was 
in train and there was a waiting list for a plot. This was due to people being more aware of 
what we had been eating for the past thirty years or so, a new interest in sustainable living, 
taste and the precarious nature of our lives where a miss hit on a computer screen or too 
much claret at lunch and inhaled substances by the gelled hair brigade had got us in a 
mighty fix, financial wise. 
 
But salvation was at hand and after a year I was given a chance to go agricultural again! 
The plot was amongst the allotments situated close by the road leading out of town, atop a 
hill. The local wags say it's where the snow line begins and that many a man has gone 
over the hill never to be seen again. After pushing a laden wheelbarrow up the hill a few 
times, one is tempted to strap on an oxygen mask and think there is some truth in the 
myth.  
As I acquired the plot last autumn, I was in a good position to start a fresh and I was aided 
by the fact that the gentleman who had recently vacated the land had kept it in reasonable 
fettle. 
 
Taking up uncle's tools 
once again, I started to 
dig over the beds with 
his voice echoing in 
my mind. "Dig it over 
in the winter and let 
the frost do all the 
hard work." I don't 
know how Jack Frost 
felt, but my back 
ached. Each time I 
visited the allotment I 
hoped I would see a 
fellow gardener but 
beyond the first 
introduction by the 
man in charge, a very 
knowledgeable and 
likeable chap, I saw no 
one. Of course there 
was evidence of their 
existence, especially 
the owner of the plot/
plots adjacent to mine, 
who had taken 
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BUNTINGFORD CLASSIC EVENT '09 
Saturday 5th September, 11:00am – 4:00pm 

 
 

Plans are underway again to make this 
year's classic event the credit-crunch 
busting day out everyone enjoys – but 
better!    
  
Call for entries. The organizers are now 
accepting entries for the event – anyone 
with an old or modern classic or unusual 
vehicle is very welcome to take part. New 
entries are especially welcome. 
  
The organisers are also looking for any 
assistance either financially or for some 
helping hands on the day – anyone able to help, should get in touch via email to: 
info@buntingfordclassic.com  
  
Check out the website for entry forms and details at www.buntingfordclassic.com  

Buntingford Classic Event 2008 

horticulture to Olympic standard; his beds are a marvel of organisation and produce of 
competition quality. As the winter turned to early spring, I prepared with care for the new 
season still not meeting my fellow gardeners, in fact I had begun to think they worked at 
night like so many floodlit elves, for there was evidence of their existence. 
However I have now met the other growers and a very helpful and pleasant group they are 
and even know some of their names. In the early months of the year the area showed 
more carpentry than horticulture, with raised beds made from timber of all shapes and 
sizes, it would appear that raised beds are de rigour for the switched on grower these 
days, thanks to Gardener's World. 
 
Meanwhile in time-honoured tradition, I have been given instructions not to go Uppa Loppa 
in my best clothes (this is a long running subject in our house, with the result I have 
cupboards full of 'best' clothes that never get worn and have now past current fashion by, 
or have become to small to wear). So senior management has presented me with 
approved clothing that she acquired from a local sale of work, and a-bring-and-buy fair, 
which included a rather natty jumper. I have named the jumper Eric, the result of another 
disjointed conversation that I enjoy with my better half, where I ask a question and get no 
response then I follow up with a another question and she answers my first enquiry, so the 
responses are always one behind. It makes for an interesting life. 
 
This sobriquet helps when I try to creep out for a little light weeding and the apparel 
question is posed as I place one foot out of the front door, "What have you got on?" "I’m 
going Uppa Loppa with Eric" is the reply. 
 
Now I have only to figure out a way of riding in the wheelbarrow and not pushing it and it 
will be like old times. 
 

Vyse 
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Have you enjoyed this monthõs Journal? 

If so, why not have it delivered regularly to your door. Join Buntingford Civic Society and 
part of your fee will pay for your Journal and the remainder will go to the Civic Society 
whose efforts monitor the town we value. 

BCS M EMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  

 

I / We* wish to apply for family membership of the Buntingford Civic 
Society, at the annual subscription rate indicated below. 
 

Name/s:    _____________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________ 

Post code:  _________________  Tel:  ______________________________________ 

I / We* enclose £7 door delivery subscription / £15 postal (UK) subscription * 

Signed: _______________________________________________________________ 

Send to:  Chris Eagle (Membership Secretary) 
       5 Monks Walk 
       Buntingford 

       Hertfordshire SG9 9EE                     *delete as appropriate 

COFFEE MORNING FOR 

CARERS 
In Association with the Alzheimer's Society & Age Concern 

 

at 
 

BUNTINGFORD DAY CENTRE  
White Hart Close (off Bowling Green Lane) 

Buntingford, Herts SG9 9DG 
 

on 
 

Monday 13th  July  ð  10:30am to 

12noon 
 

Please come and join us for a coffee and a chat  


