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Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:         

10:00am ï 4:00pm 
10:00am ï 1:00pm 
10:00am ï 1:00pm 

 

Open: Mondays ï Fridays 
Saturday & Sunday 

  5:00pm ï 8:00pm 
10:00am ï 1:00pm 

Telephone:               01438 737333 (enquiries) 
01438 737373 (renewals) 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         
Fridays:    
Saturdays:                    

09:00 ï 13:00      
09:00 ï 13:00    
CLOSED ALL DAY 
09:00 ï 13:00      
09:00 ï 13:00      
09:00 ï 13:00       

14:00 ï 18:00 
14:00 ï 18:00 
 
14:00 ï 18:00 
14:00 ï 18:00 
CLOSED 

USEFUL  LOCAL  INFORMATION  

POLICE STATION:  
 
Saturday Police surgeries:  
 
 

GAS:  
 

ELECTRICITY:  
 

WATER (Three Valleys):  
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY PLANNING:  
 
 

B A S H     (B untingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,  
HATE or RAPE CRIME:  
 

LOCAL COUNCILS:  
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS 
ADVICE BUREAU:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:  

Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222 
Every Saturday of the month, 2:00pm ï 4:00pm at the 
Police Station 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999 
 

Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838 
 

Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325 
 

The Medical Centre  ï White Hart Close 
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery  ï Baldock Road 
Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours) 
 

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm ï 8:30pm at The 
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763 
 

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments, 
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992 
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999) 
 

East Herts District Council ï telephone 01279 655261 
Housing ï telephone 01279 714714 
Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
Buntingford Town Council ï telephone 01763 272222 
Hertfordshire Highways ï telephone 01438 737320 
 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone advice available Mon ï Thurs, 10:00am ï 4:00pm 
 

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road 
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July  
Wednesday 1st 
 

Saturday 4th  

 

 
Saturday 4th  

 
 

Saturday 4th  

 

 
Tuesday 7th  
 
 

Thursday 9th 
 
 

Thursday 9th 
 

Friday 10th 
 
 

Saturday 11th 
 

Saturday 11th 
 

Monday 13th 

 

 
Wednesday 15th 
 
 

Wednesday 15th 

 

Wednesday 29th 

 

Friday 31st 
 

August  
Tuesday 4th 
 
 

Wednesday 5th 

 

 

Wednesday 5th 

 

Saturday 8th 

 

Mon 10th  ï Fri 14th  
 
 

Friday 14th  
 

 
Thursday 13th 

 

Wednesday 26th 
 

Friday 21st 

 
7:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at Daisy Roots. 
 

10:00am ï 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Table Top Sale at 
Benson Hall. See page 48 for details. 
 

11:00am ï 1:00pm Edwinstree Summer Fair & Basketball 
Tournament, Bowling Green Lane. See page 10 for details. 
 

7:30pm ï 12:00am Layston Summer Ball, Bluntswood Hall. See page 
29. 
 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society ï Benson Hall. 
Enquiries 01920 438482. 
 

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC. Talk on the City of London 
by Martin Copping. 
 

8:00pm British Legion. All members welcome at the Crown PH. 
 

6:00pm ï 8:00pm Layston School Family Fun Barbeque. Details see 
page 29. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church ï Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

2:00pm ï 5:00pm Ashfords/Carters Close Summer Fete. See page 9. 
 

10:30am ï 12noon Coffee Morning for Carers at Buntingford Day 
Centre. See page 9. 
 

Buntingford & District Flower Club outing to The Old Vicarage, East 
Ruston, Norfolk. 
 

2:30pm ï 4:00pm BALA Cream Teas at Benson Hall. See page 20. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church ï Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

11:00am ï 12:30pm (weather permitting) at Layston Court Gardens. 
Rhyme Time Teddy Bear Picnic. See page 44 for full details. 
 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society ï Benson Hall. 
Enquiries 01920 438482. 
 

10:00am ï 12noon Friends of Orchard Surgery Coffee Morning in aid 
of East Anglia Children's Hospice at the URC Hall. See page 31. 
 

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club ï  URC Hall. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church ï Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

10:00am ï 3:00pm Stagefrights Summer School at Benson Hall. 
Contact 01767 260374. 
 

7:00pm Stagefrights Summer School Show at Benson Hall. Contact 
01767 260374.  
 

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church ï Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

11:00am ï 12:30pm (weather permitting) at Layston Court Gardens. 
Rhyme Time Teddy Bear Picnic. See page 44 for full details. 

DATES  FOR YOUR DIARY  IN JULY  & AUGUST 
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 WHAT'S ON IN JULY AND AUGUST? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 

MONDAYS 
10:15am ï 11:30am     
 
 

10:30am ï 12 noon  
 
 

11:00am  
 
 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  
 
 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm  
 
 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

7:30pm ï 9:45pm 
 
 
 

8:15pm  
 

TUESDAYS 
9:15am ï 10:15am 
 
 

9:30am ï 11:00am  
 
 

1:00pm ï 3:00pm  
 
 
 
 

7:00pm ï 8:15pm  
 

 
WEDNESDAYS 
5:30pm ï 7:00pm  
 
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

 
7:30pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm 
 
 

8:00pm  

 
óLittle Starsô Music Group at Buntings Nursery ï every two weeks. 
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868. 
 

Iyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall ï term time only. Contact Jen 
Harris on 01920 821288.  
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter 
Deacon on 01462 642922. 
 

Ladies Exercise Class ï Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 
01763 274681. 
 

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 ï 19 
years, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell 
Cairns on 07889 288944. 
 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 
823677. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï £2.50 per session. 
Contact 01763 273712. 
 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. 
Term time only. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages  
2 to 5 years ï £6.75 per session. All welcome ï it is not necessary to 

be attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please 
call 01763 289942. Term time only. 
 

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 
271010. 
 

 
Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road. 
Contact Mark on 07801 419800. 
 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 
01799 550190. 
 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Ladies Exercise Class ï Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681. 
 

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
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WHAT'S ON IN JULY AND AUGUST? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 

THURSDAYS 
9:30am ï 11:00am  
 
 

9:30am ï 11:30am 
 
 
 
 

9:30am  
 
 

11:00am  
 
 

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2:15pm ï 2:45pm  
 

 
5:30pm ï 10:00pm  
 
 

6:15pm ï 7:00pm           
 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm 
 
 

8:00pm ï 10:00pm  
 

FRIDAYS 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am ï 11:00am 
 

 
 
SATURDAYS  

9:00am ï 12:30pm  
 
 

12:00pm ï 2:00pm 
  2:15pm ï 4:15pm  
 
 
 

  2:00pm ï 4:00pm  
 

MONDAY ï
THURSDAY 
 

 
MONDAY ï 
FRIDAY 
 

 

 
Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019. 
 

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school). 
Range of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities, 
small world play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time 
only. £2.50 per child (tea & coffee, snacks & juice included). 
 

Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 
550190. 
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 
months  to 5 years ï  £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may 
stay with their child 1:30pm ï 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s 
must be accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be 
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Contact    
Kim Semple from Little Artists on 01763 289942. 
 

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a 
sweet or biscuit and a picture to colour. 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on 
01920 821722. 
 

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

Buntingford Cricket Club Colts cricket coaching. Telephone Martin 
Coote on 01763 271926 or Pete Townsend on 01763 272832. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

                                                 
Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 
50p for additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Ends 
17/07/09 ï starts 11/09/09. Contact Fiona on 01763 274246. 
 

 
Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 ï 18 years. 
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010. 
 

6 ï 10 year olds 
11 ï 15 year olds 
Stagefrights Theatre Club, United Reform Church Hall, Baldock 
Road. Contact 01767 260374. 
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 
 

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am ï 4:00pm (subject to 
Town Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of 
Buntingford's past. 
 

Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763 
273344 for an appointment. 
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 OUT AND  ABOUT IN JULY & A UGUST 

LOOKING  AHEAD  TO SEPTEMBER   

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages, 
please contact Aliya Chowney  on 01763 272040 

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 

Saturday 5th 
 

Sunday 13th 

Buntingford Classic Event 2009 ï see page 22. 
 

2:00 ï 5:00pm Alswick Hall Plant Fair, Buntingford. 

Saturday 4th July 
 

Saturday 4th July 
 
 

Sunday 5th July 
 
 

Sunday 5th July 
 

Saturday 11th July 
 

Saturday 11th July 

 

Sunday 12th July 
 
 

Thursday 16th July 
 
 

Saturday 18th July 
 

Sunday 19th July 

 

 
Saturday 1st Aug 
 

Sunday 9th Aug 
 
 

Saturday 15th Aug 
 

Sunday 16th Aug 
 
 

Saturday 22nd Aug 
 
 

Sun 30th & Mon 31st  

10:00am ï 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 

7:30pm for 8:00pm Hormead School Quiz Night at Hormead Village 
Hall. 
 

12noon ï 5:00pm British Red Cross Braughing Village Trail. See 
page 44 for details. 
 

1:00pm ï 5:00pm Aspenden Village Fete. See page 44 for details. 
 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm Hormead School Summer Fayre. All welcome. 
 

2:00pm Berden Village Fete. See page 47 for details. 
 

1:00pm ï 5:00pm St. Swithun's Fair, Anstey. See page 28 for 
details. 
 

8:00pm Old Boy's School, Braughing. Join Braughing Drama 
Group. See page 48 for details. 
 

9:30am ï 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 

3:00pm ï 5:30pm Traditional Afternoon Teas at Ardeley Village 
Hall, in aid of St. Lawrence Church funds. See page 27 for details. 
 

10:00am ï 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 

2:00pm ï 5:00pm British Red Cross Hopleys Garden and Nursery, 
Much Hadham. See page 44 for details. 
 

9:30am ï 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 

3:00pm ï 5:30pm Traditional Afternoon Teas at Ardeley. See page 
27 for full details. 
 

11:00am ï 5:00pm WWII Exhibition at Great Hormead. See pages 
36 & 47 for full details. 
 

Bennington Chilli Festival. See page 16 for full details. 
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I have survived my first year as editor and have thoroughly enjoyed it. With summer 
officially here this will the last edition until September, and, as you will see, it is full to 
bursting. Apologies to those who sent in articles that appeared, hopefully I can fit them in a 
later edition. 
 

Apologies for an error in June's Journal ï I had intended to include the start of Peter 
Downham's memories, but again, space ran short and I had to drop it. (Oops I forgot to 
remove it from the contents page ï thanks to Beryl for pointing it out.) 
 

I hope the summer proves to be a good one and you all enjoy a break, if you can get one. 
There are plenty of events going on in and around Buntingford over the next couple of 
months, so get out there and have some fun days out . 
 

See you in September! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks goes to Nigel Chowney for proof reading 

Deadline for the September Journal is  

Tuesday 18 th August 2009  

Copy and diary entries:  

 Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF  (01763 272040) 

email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com 

Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com 

EDITORIAL  

 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN US? 
 
 

 

We rely heavily on volunteers to provide our service. We are fortunate to have 
over 600 volunteers who help us in many different ways but we are always in 
need of more. 
Volunteers help us in so many different ways and we can utilise almost 
anything you have to offer. Driving, gardening, cake making, working with 
patients, working with patients' families, general office work, becoming part of 
a local fundraising group, working in one of our local shops, helping in our 
warehouse, the list is endless. 
 

If you would like further information on how you can become involved call 
Jane Hollowday on 01707 382500.  
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L ETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor,                        by email  
 

I would to reply to 'Precept Payer' whose letter was in the June Journal. I would like to 
make it clear that in the six years I have been on Buntingford Town Council, this year was 
only the second time that I missed the Annual Town Meeting at the Seth Ward Centre. The 
first one I missed was because we were on holiday ï I presume that is allowed! This year I 
did not attend for personal reasons, not that I see any need to justify myself in any way. 
'Precept Payer' should realise that although the public voted us onto the Council, we serve 
voluntarily. If he or she feels so strongly about it, maybe they should stand next time there 
is an election. Whilst being on the Council is an important part of my life, my family and 
home MUST always come first.  
 

Another point is this, I have sat through Annual Town meetings with very few people 
present and I agree with the Editor that more people should attend as it is very 
disheartening. 
 

How can we, the Council, do our very best for Buntingford, when residents don't come 
forward and tell us what they want? This also applies to Council meetings; they are all 
open to the public.  
 

Thank you.                         Councillor Teresa Bonner  
 

Dear Aliya                        by email  
 

'Precept Payer' in their letter in last month's Journal referring to the attendance at the 
Town Meeting said they were "more disappointed by the poor presence by our Town 
Councillors éé including one committee chairman". 
 

As the person referred to, may I please reply. 
 

I was elected to the Council in 1999 and was put on the Amenities and the Planning 
Committees. I was later elected Chairman of the Amenities committee, served as Deputy 
Mayor to three different Mayors and was elected Mayor for two years ï 2004 to 2006. The 
Mayor and the Deputy Mayor are ex-officio of all the committees. 
 

I have also served as the Council Governor of Layston School and the Council 
representative of the CAB Management and Buntingford Twinning Association. 
 

My attendance record is excellent as can be borne out by the records kept by the Town 
Clerk. I have lost count of the number of meetings I, and other councillors like me, have 
attended. Last Thursday I was re-elected, by my fellow councillors, as Chairman of 
Amenities.  
 

I have attended the Town Meeting many times and I think my views on this meeting are 
well known. The misconception here is that it is a council meeting ï it is not, and 
councillors are not obliged to attend. Indeed I know one councillor who never attended a 
TM during the whole of their term of office.  
 

All our Council meetings are open to the public and the public know that they are welcome 
and are invited by the chairman to speak if they so wish. This was borne out, just one 
week, after the 'poorly attended Town Meeting' when over fifty people came to Full Council 
to express their concerns regarding Layston Church. They are not alone ï in recent 
months we have had people attending Planning meetings and Full Council.  

Cllr Mrs Jean Cook  
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COFFEE MORNING FOR 
CARERS 

In Association with Alzheimer's Society & Age Concern 
 

BUNTINGFORD DAY CENTRE  
White Hart Close (off Bowling Green Lane) 

Buntingford, Herts SG9 9DG 
 

Monday 13th  July  ð  10:30am to 

12noon 
 

Please come and join us for a coffee and a chat. There will be representatives from 

Ashfords/Carters Close Sheltered 

Scheme 

S U M M E R  F E T E  
In the grounds at Garden Road (near Layston School) 

Saturday 11th July  

2pm ï 5pm (Free Admission) 
 Raffle, Bric-a-Brac, Tombola, Crafts Stall, Children's Games, 

 Homemade Cakes, Barbeque, Cream Teas, Refreshments 

 

 

 
Dear Aliya,              by email  
 

My name is Paul Roberts and I live at Riverside in Buntingford. I am currently trying to find 
out more information about my Great-great grandfather, Mr David Anderson. I know that 
he lived in Buntingford and I believe he worked for the Manor House as a gardener. I do 
also now have a photo of him, his death certificate and I have located his grave at Layston 
church. 
 

I am hoping that maybe some of the people of Buntingford may have some more 
information, which could help me to find out more about him! So, if anyone out there has 
any information. I look forward to hearing from you. Please contact me on 07899 083124 
or by email at outinthegarden@hotmail.co.uk 

Paul Roberts   



10  

 

 

To advertise in the 
Buntingford Journal 
call Bob Jackson on 

01763 271463  

Free Summer Youth Activities 
during the school Summer Holidays 

 

BUNTINGFORD WHEELS BUS every Wednesday between 6:30pm - 8:3
0 pm for 5-weeks, commencing week of 27th July 2009, at the Norfolk 
Road Playing Field. 
 

PUCKERIDGE/STANDON WHEELS BUS Friday 3rd August and Friday 10t

h August 3:00pm - 4.00pm, at the Standon/Puckeridge Community Cen
tre. 
 

WALKERN BODY BUS WITH SPORTS every Monday between 3:00pm - 
5:00pm for 5-weeks, commencing week of 27th July 2009, at the Walk
ern Community Centre. 
 

Visit www.eastherts.gov.uk for more information 

Edwinstree School 
 

Summer Fair 
Bowling Green Lane, Buntingford 

 

 11am ς 1pm on  Ju ly  4t h
 

American Independence Day  

Craft Stalls Games Bar 
Army Assault Course Bar-B-Q 
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A recent addition to our High Street is Flutterby's Boutique, a 
New, Vintage and Once Loved Dress Agency, a Colour Analysis 
and Cosmetics Salon and a Millinery Studio. Situated in the 
rooms that were previously occupied by an insurance agency, 
just behind Crazy Daisy florists, the new venture is run by 
business partners, Karen Calder and Nicola Clark. 
 

Karen, originally a mathematician working in IT at the Home 
Office, moved back to the area when she had her children. 
Following a career break, Karen had been running a small catering business for the last 
seven years. Having been a life-long vintage and thrift clothes shopper, opening the 
business has been a long held ambition of Karen's. 
 

Nicola started her career in fashion, working for Harvey Nichols in London. When her 
children came along she worked from home, making wedding dresses. Nicola's interest in 
colour analysis and cosmetics started some 13 years ago, having had her own colour 
analysis done. She was so taken with the difference it made to the way she shopped and 
looked, by knowing the colours that flattered her, she trained as a colour consultant. Now, 
in her own studio housed upstairs at Flutterby's, she offers individual, shared and group 
consultations from just £20 per person. Using her own range of cosmetics, Nicola 
combines the colour analysis with a make-up lesson to complement your colouring 
perfectly. 
 

Flutterby's incorporates new, vintage and once loved clothing, handbags, shoes and 
accessories, all under one roof. With Karen's knowledge of vintage fashion, Flutterby's has 
an extensive collection of vintage pieces ranging from the 1930s to 1980s. The boutique 
caters for all ages, sizes and budgets as in addition to designer items, they also sell 
classic items from the 'High Street'. The agency works on a 50/50 commission basis, 
displaying stock items for six weeks. 
 

A fantastic collection of hats and fascinators to hire and acquire are located on the first 
floor, together with a superb collection of hats and fascinators created by award-winning 
milliner, Rebecca Clubb. Bespoke creations are also available by appointment with 
Rebecca. (www.hatsbyrebecca.com) 
 

The premises are beautifully presented and well 
stocked, so with free one-hour parking bays located 
to the front of the building, you can have a leisurely 
look around. The boutique is open from 9am ï 
4.30pm Monday to Saturday (closed all day 
Wednesday), so call in ï whether you want buy or 
sell and you will receive a friendly, personal and 
discrete service. Karen and Nicola have certainly 
bought  'Eco Chic' to Buntingford High Street. 
 

Telephone 01763 274141 
79a High Street 
Buntingford 
SG9 9AE 
www.flutterbysboutique.co.uk Nicola (left) and Karen  
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 FORTHCOMING  EVENTS  
 

Saturday 4 th & Sunday 5 th July 2009 ï Teas in Gardens at Pump House, Coles Park, 
Westmill, 2:00pm 
Thanks to Lord and Lady Carter of Coles for opening their garden as part of the National 
Garden Scheme. Open on both Saturday and Sunday, the Teas in the Garden will be held 
at the Pump House in aid of Isabel Hospice. The gardens include a lavender walk, a 
double herbaceous border and a fine collection of old cedars. Extensive lawns and 
splendid views over parkland. Admission £4, children free. Three miles south of 
Buntingford, off A10. Leave Westmill, heading for Dane End, follow the road for approx. 1 
mile. Farm on left, then drive in front of lodge through gate-posts for Coles Park.  
 

Sunday 5 th July 2009 ï Lee Valley 10K and 3K Fun-Run, 11:30am 

Isabel Hospice welcomes runners participating on our behalf. This is an off-road Fun-Run 
through the beautiful Lee Valley Park. The 3K Fun-Run is disabled friendly. Last year there 
were over 600 runners from the age of six to somewhat over! Why not organise a team 
and run in aid of Isabel Hospice. Telephone Darryl Coffey on 07973 868364 or email 
darryl_coffey@hotmail.com.  
 

Sunday 5 th July 2009 ï Fanhams Hall Open Garden, 2:00pm ï 5:00pm   
This is a lovely opportunity to look around these beautiful gardens, which are not often 
open to the public. (Opened by kind permission of Exclusive Hotels.) Built in the Jacobean 
style and accompanied by original Japanese gardens, Fanhams Hall is set in 27 acres of 
beautiful Hertfordshire gardens. Although not all Japanese style, there is a great Eastern 
influence throughout. The Japanese Garden areas were laid out by Professor Suzuki in 
1900. A Wisteria walk, fountains, waterfalls, bridges, lakes, trees, and stones, each has a 
great significance within the garden. Teas and homemade cakes, plants, books and 
collectables for sale, plus a tombola. Admission £3 with all proceeds going to Isabel 
Hospice. Enquiries telephone 01920 462992. 
 

Saturday 11 th July 2009 ï Isabel Hospice Jumble Sale, 2:30pm ï 4:30pm    
Thundridge Village Hall. Contact 01920 462992.  
 

Sunday 19 th July 2009 ï Tandem Skydive, 7:00am ï 5:00pm   

Take part in our Isabel Hospice Tandem Sky Dive at Chatteris, near Cambridge. The jump  
costs a minimum of £375, (Isabel Hospice will receive £230). Help raise valuable funds in 
an extreme way. If you wish to take part in this exciting event, you must be aged 18 or 
over (or 16+ with parental consent). Each jump will be undertaken with an instructor and 
training will be given prior to the jump. For more information or to register, please contact 
Lisa Seccombe on 01707 382542 or email lisa.seccombe@isabelhospice.org.uk.  
 

A Glass of WINE in the Summertime   

For the months of July and August we would like you to hold a Glass of WINE in the 
Summertime event in aid of Isabel Hospice. An opportunity to have some fun at home with 
friends, why not organise a barbecue, sponsor a colleague to be teetotal for a week, 
organise a wine raffle or host a cheese & wine party. We can offer support by providing a 
fundraising pack. Don't forget to send us your photos. Please contact Pam Shepherd for 
further details on 01707 382500 or email pam.shepherd@isabelhospice.org.uk or 
download a registration form from the link.  
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Thursday 27 th August 2009 ï Ladies Golf at Panshanger Golf Club, Welwyn Garden City 

Ladies Golf in aid of Isabel Hospice. Join us for coffee, golf, and a summer buffet lunch.    
Fourball Betterball Stapleford Competition. Entry cost is £100 per pair. The co-ordinator is  
Jan Leggetter telephone 01438 716079.  
 

Mon 31 st August 2009 ï Brocket Hall Golf Day ï Captains Charities Mixed Open 9:00am   

You are invited to enter this Charity Golf Day ï Fourball Betterball Competition Full 
Handicap 18 Holes, played on the Melbourne Course Ã180 per pair Å Light breakfast on 
arrival Å Registration at 9:00am Å Shotgun start at 10:00am Å 2 Course Lunch (carvery), 
Dessert, Tea or Coffee Å Donations to both Charities included The Captains Charities for 
2009 are Isabel Hospice and Leonard Cheshire Homes. We look forward to seeing you, 
and hope you enjoy our Mixed Open 2009 at Brocket Hall.  

 

 

JULY 2009 
Monday 6th  Dodgeball Competition & Hoodie Designing 
Monday 13th  Programme Planning, Youth Committee MT & Cooking with 
   Pasta 
Monday 20th  Canoeing at HYMB 
Monday 27th  Canvas Art in the Park 

 
AUGUST 2008 
Monday 3rd   Sports & Circus Skills in Park  
Monday 10th  High Ropes course at Harlow 
Monday 17th         Rounders and Strawberries and Cream 
Monday 24th  CLOSED ï Staff meeting 
Monday 31st   CLOSED ï Bank Holiday 

 
PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR PUBLICITY FOR OTHER 
ACTIVITIES IN THE SUMMER 
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Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford 
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be 
purchased from:  
 
A CUT ABOVE ·  BASRAS SUPERMARKET  · MARK DOEL · CO-OP SUPERMARKET  

HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION · KIRKHAMS · PIGGOTTS  
DELISSIMO · WESTMILL TEA ROOM · COUNTRY FLOWERS 

B UNTINGFORD  CHARITY  FOOTBALL  M ATCH  
Huge Success  

 
On Friday 29th May, hundreds of Buntingford residents enjoyed watching a game of 
football between the young people of Buntingford and the Emergency Services. 
 
The boys from Buntingford scored first but the Emergency Services quickly responded to 
make it 1-1. The boys scored twice more making it 3-1 but the Emergency Services 
couldn't pull it back. The Mayor of Buntingford, Surjit Basra, presented a cup to the victors. 

The event, organised by PC David Miller, PCSO Fionna Ashdown and PCSO Sarah 
Brown from Buntingford Neighbourhood Team, is part of a diversionary scheme to build 
relationships with local residents and to help reduce crime and disorder in the Town. It 
also aimed to raise money for the local charities ï Isabel Hospice and BALA (Buntingford 
Action for the Less Abled). 
 
PC David Miller said: "This was a great event that was enjoyed by all. The boys really 
pulled together with great team spirit and their efforts really paid off. It's a great way to 
engage with the local community and we hope to continue with similar events in the 
future." 
 
In addition to the match, there was a bouncy castle, burgers, a raffle and a chance for 
residents to meet their local neighbourhood officers. 
 
David added: "I'm grateful to all those who attended the event and made donations. I'm 
particularly thankful to The Bury for allowing us to hold the event there and to all the local 
businesses that made donations." 
 
The money raised was in the region of £1,400 and will be split equally between Isabel 
Hospice and BALA.  
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B UNTINGFORD  C IV IC  SOCIETY  

'HAVE A VOICE' ï  the 'Silly Season'  

   

 
 
 
 
This is the so-called 'Silly Season' when everybody is off on holiday and 

important issues are put aside. It's not necessarily true in our part of the world for there are 
many unanswered questions that must be addressed. 
 

To start, a number of respondents to the consultation on gypsy and traveller sites in or 
near Buntingford quite rightly ask, what is a 'pitch'? Is it a caravan, is it a single-family set-
up, is it a variety of vehicles suited to the type of work engaged in by pitch residents?  
 

A well informed contributor to a discussion on this topic, at a recent Town Plan meeting, 
made the point that traditionally gypsies and travellers were employed on farms, where 
seasonal work was available ï this was routine in parts of East Anglia, where as 
agriculture in Hertfordshire was of a quite different nature, and casual employment did not 
exist in the same way. It tends to support the view that gypsies and travellers do not wish 
to be located in this locality as their employment opportunities are limited. 
 

The deep concern over Layston Church is understandable as the Church is such a 
major heritage site for Buntingford people. At the end of the day the answer must lie with 
who will protect the site best, will it be private ownership or an anonymous sponsor and a 
trust, which can fund the maintenance for years to come? 
 

A further subject, which will cause a deal of local debate, is the planning application for 
Ermine Street allotments. The density of the original application is too great and no doubt 
a further application will be made. There has to be sympathy with the aims of the 
landowners who wish to generate money for their charitable trust. 
 

As the Town Plan develops (hope you are involved) we should see specific standards for 
future housing development, which meets the best understanding of what is required to be 
sustainable in terms of energy efficiency, avoidance of excessive private transport, access 
to retail outlets and employment. Bear in mind the plan is looking towards 2021 and 
beyond. 
 

There is some light stuff so let's get it down. Who could not have been impressed with the 
soccer skills of PCSO Francis Higgins? Buntingford Juniors won the BALA and Isabel 
Trust charity match 3-1 but our emergency services acquitted themselves so well and it 
was great to see a crowd of supporters for the event. 
 

Some years back we described the Rib by River Green as 'the thrombotic Rib'. Well the 
Environmental Agency recently cleared the silted and heavily weeded area and it is no 
longer 'thrombotic'. It is an improvement for water flow and so far it seems only to be the 
ducks that lose out with the loss of a resting place.  
 

To end on a positive note, you will be pleased to know that the Town boundary sign areas 
will shortly be taken care of and enhanced in keeping with the importance of Buntingford. 
This is being done through the Civic Society, which has the resources through your 
membership, Journal readership, advertisers and retail outlets for the Journal. 
 

There are good signs that a national organisation for Civic Societies is being established. 
There is a need for a national body to act face to face with government at all levels and 
provide support and developmental training for local societies. 
 

Have a good summer!            

                Derek K Cooper, Chairman  
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BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL  CHARITY  
(Charity Number 262884) 

 

The Buntingford Memorial Charity has certain funds available to it for distribution to 
suitable bodies and organisations within the town of Buntingford. It is a term of the Charity 
that óthe Trustees shall apply the income of the Charity in, or towards, such charitable 
purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Buntingford as the Trustees, from 
time to time, think fit.ô 
 

The Trustees invite applications for grants from any interested body or organisation who 
would qualify within the terms and conditions given. It is requested that all applicants set 
out, as fully as possible, the nature and background of their organisation, its objectives 
and activities and the purpose for which the grant is sought, together with an indication as 
to the degree of financial support that is hoped for. 
 

The Trustees would encourage individuals, groups and organisations to use their 
imagination and initiative to create opportunities that could be funded to benefit the 
community. 
 

Clearly, the acceptance of any application and/or the amount of grant that might be 
awarded by the Charity is entirely at the discretion of the Trustees. The closing date for 
applications for this year is 1st  August 2009  
 

Anyone who is interested in applying should ensure that their application is received by me 
at the following address, by the date given: 
 

Jenny Dingley (Secretary) 
BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITY 

199 Monks Walk, Buntingford, Hertfordshire  SG9 9DX  

Chilli plants, chilli products, delicious hot 

&  spicy food 

cooked on site and, of course, cooling beer. 

A fabulously enjoyable family event now in its 

4th year. 

Set in the 

Ben ington  Ch i l l i  Fes t i va lBen ington  Ch i l l i  Fes t i va lBen ington  Ch i l l i  Fes t i va l   
Sunday 30th and Monday 31st August 

10am to 5pm 

Admission £4.00, under 12s free 

Free Parking 

Entrance off Benington Village Green SG2 7BS 
Telephone 01438 869668 

 www.beningtonlordship.co.uk  
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At the recent Herts Senior County League AGM, we received confirmation that next 
season our First Team will be appearing in Division One of the HSCL Senior Section and 
the Reserves in Division Two of the Reserve Section. 
 

Although relegation is a disappointment, next season we have a new management team, 
who has committed to a three-year tenure with the Club and the outlook is encouraging.    
I know that Barry Tokely and Darren Fitzgerald will be looking to build a solid squad with a 
view to gaining promotion back to the top flight. There is no pressure to achieve this in one 
season ï far from it ï stability and good foundations for the future are far more important 
than a quick dash to instant success. 
 

The Reserves, under the stewardship of Laurence Salmon and Tyrone Parry, will be 
looking to bounce straight back up though, and, if they can continue to play the way they 
did towards the end of last season, they will have every chance to do so. 
 

Our Vets will continue to play friendly matches, as they have always done, but for the 
2009/10 Season we have also entered the Herts FA Veteransô Cup. So, with a fair wind 
and a little luck, managers Robin Clark and Ben Hewer could be possibly picking up a 
trophy next year! 
 

With no football for a couple of months many clubs and players will now be looking to 
obtaining new kit and boots respectively. So, why not put your old stuff to good use? Alan 
Kinnear, our Veterans' goalkeeper, takes regular trips to South Africa and takes such 
items with him to distribute to those less fortunate than ourselves. Young footballers in 
South Africa have very little money ï boots cost £30 a pair, equivalent to a weekly wage ï 
so every donation helps. If you have unwanted kit and boots, and would like to help out, 
email me at sec@buntingfordtownfc.com  and I will put you in touch with Alan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don't forget that we are always on the lookout for new players, so keep an eye on our 
website for pre-season training details. Also, if you fancy becoming involved with our Club 
as a committee member, or indeed a sponsor, please contact me using the email address 
above or via the 'Contact Us' page at www.buntingfordtownfc.com . 
 

Enjoy the summeré 
Chris Thurgill ï Chairman, Buntingford Town FC  

BUNTINGFORD  TOWN  FC 
www.buntingfordtownfc.com  

Alan with an appreciative group of youngsters during his visit at Easter  
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 Mothers who wait ... journey of a lifetime!  
 

A mother stands at cottage gate, 
that's all she seems to do of late, 

looking down the lane to see, if her lad comes back to she. 
The world of war makes its presence known, 

across the land and in her home. 
All that she can do is a mother's fate ... to be strong, and brave, and simply ... 

wait. 
 

A housewife takes ration book to shops, 
buys ½ oz of cheese and looks at mops. 

All the time her mind is occupied, 
like a small French town to whom Hitler lied! 

Where is her boy? ... will he be saved? or will he stay there in an early grave. 
All that she can do is a mother's fate ... to get on with life, and quietly ... wait. 

 

Another woman and an unnecessary war 
takes another son to a distant shore, 

She uses the Internet to chat to others ... 
Wives and fiancées, fathers, mothers, 

Where are our sons? When will  they come home? 
God let this war finish so no more they will roam. 

All she can do is a mother's fate .. to pray and to hope, and everlastingly .. wait. 
 

The mother spends all her life waiting is seems, 
waiting nine months for the child of her dreams, 

to see the child grow up ... have a good life in-between, 
and then a war takes that child far away, 

and she waits for that child to come back everyday 
So, God Bless the mothers who, over the years  

have waited it out in spite of their tears.  
 

Teresa Bonner 

JU NE 
I love to go round these gardens 
That are open to us all, 
A little cottage garden 
Or a stately hall. 

  h 
What could be nicer 
On a summer's day, 
Looking at the borders 
And the flowers on display. 

  h 

 
Roses, their scents drifting thro' the air, 
Their fragrance, nothing can compare. 

   h 
A jazz band to cheer us up 
Cakes and teas for us to sup! 
Stalls to browse around 
And plants to buy, 
A lovely day 
Not a cloud in the sky.  

 

  Beryl Rhodes  June 09 
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Millfield First and Nursery School  

J UNE  2009 
 

J 
une was a busy month for us at Millfield School as we had been preparing for our 
Summer Fair, which took place on Saturday 13th. This year the event was a 
special one as we are celebrating our 40th Anniversary. There was Maypole 
Dancing, Country Dancing and the School Choir sang. We then held a time-line 

parade with the children dressing up as characters or events from the past 40 years. Mrs 
Eunice Woods, one of our Governors, chose the winners from each Key Stage. There 
was a wide range of stalls including a raffle and bottle tombola. The Food and Drink Stalls 
did a roaring trade all afternoon and we were delighted that such a large number of 
people came along to support us. Throughout the afternoon we were entertained by a 
number of talented local bands: Rainbird, Toria Faith singing as Kylie Minogue, and Jedi 
Knight and the Pips. Everyone had a wonderful time in the sunshine. Our PTA worked so 
hard to make the event the success and we are really grateful to them. 

  

Maypole Dancing  

The Summer Fair  
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 B A L A  
Buntingford Action for the Less Able 

Registered Charity No. 1094426 

Minibus trips for July 2009  

Thurs 2nd 

 
Thurs 9th 
 

Tues 14th 
 
Thurs 16th 

 
Fri 17th 
 

Tues 21st 
 
Thurs 23rd 

 

Mon 27th 

 

Thurs 30th 

9:30am ï 12ish 

 
9:30am ï 12ish 
 

10:30am ï 3:00pm 
 
9:30am ï 12ish 

 
10:30am ï 3:00pm 
 

10:30am ï 2:00pm 
 
9:30am ï 12ish 

 
10:30am ï 2:30pm 
 

9:30am ï 12ish 
 
 

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 

 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 
 

Duxford Museum 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 

 
Brookfield Centre ï M&S, Boots, Argos 
 

Letchworth ï drop off at Morrison's 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

 
Van Hage Garden Centre 
 

Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £4 

 

Bus £5.50 
 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £6 

 

Bus £5 
 

Bus £4 

 
Bus £5 

 

Bus £4 

August 2009  

Thurs 6th 9:30am ï 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town Centre Bus £4 

To book a seat or for more information  
phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708  

CREAM TEAS ï £3.50 
Wednesday 15 th July  

 at Benson Hall  

2:30pm ï 4:00pm 

 

Proceeds for the mini -bus  

For more dates in August, please see the posters nearer the time 
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I am sure the colder winter gave plants a proper rest this year and has contributed to this 
spring's wonderful display of flowers on climbers, shrubs and perennials. Now all we need 
is a proper summer to please all gardeners. 
 

General  

¶ Between now and autumn carry out constructional tasks such as paving, wall building, 
decking, shed repairs and concreting. 

¶ Feed plants frequently, especially those in containers. 
 

Vegetables  

¶ Keep vegetables well watered in dry spells. 

¶ Harvest vegetables the moment they are ready. 

¶ Nip out the top shoots of outdoor tomatoes. This will divert all the plants' energies to 
developing and ripening the fruit.   

 

Trees and Shrubs  

¶ Prune philadelphus and wisteria in July. 

¶ In August feed and water camellias and rhododendrons.  

¶ Clip privet and other fast growing hedges. 

¶ Dead head roses. 
 

Lawns  

¶ Mow lawns regularly but in very dry hot weather cut in the early evening with raised 
blades. 

¶ Do not feed or water lawns in August. 
 

Flowers & Patio Pots  

¶ Get into a regular deadheading and watering routine for all summer flowering plants in 
beds and pots and cut back perennials after flowering. 

¶ Now is the time to start planting autumn flowering bulbs. 
 

Ponds  

¶ Keep topping up ponds when water level drops due to evaporation. 

¶ Oxygenate water during very hot spells with a fountain or a hose spray. 

¶ Remove yellowing or decomposing water plant foliage. 

¶ Thin out water lily leaves or oxygenating weed if completely covering surface. 
 

Holiday Tips (before you go away)  

¶ Weed garden thoroughly. 

¶ Give everything a thorough watering so the soil is soaked deep down. 

¶ Move pots to shady area, water well and cover compost with a sheet of plastic cut to fit 
the surface of the pot and weighed down with stones. 

¶ Move greenhouse veg outside and delay harvesting outside veg until you return. 

¶ Deadhead perennials and annuals before leaving and you will have new blooms on 
your return.  

 
Brian Lemay  
brian.lemay@talktalk.net   

GARDENING  YEAR  
JULY AND  AUGUST 
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 B UNTINGFORD  CLASSIC  EVENT  
 

The Buntingford Classic Event is delighted to announce the introduction of The Brian 
Juniper Award, in memory of one of the show's keen supporters who died last November.   
 

Visitors will remember Brian's fabulous window displays at his home in Market Hill as well 
as his love of classic vehicles and trains. Brian was also a popular winner in the 2007 
event in the public voted category 'The J Oliver Radley Opticians Prize' for The Vehicle I 
would Most Like To Take Home with his 1957 MG 1622cc A Series car. The retired 
optician was a perfect English gentleman and his distinctive character will be missed at the 
annual event to be held this year on 5th September in High Street and Market Hill, 
Buntingford.   

 

The Brian Juniper Award will be for 
'The Chairman's Choice' and the 
winner will be the vehicle chosen by 
the even t Cha irp erson and 
appropriately this year, Brian's 
widow. Event Chairman, Cllr John 
Warren said "I know Brian will be 
missed by many people as he has 
always taken a keen interest in the 
displays and regularly showed his 
own vehicles. He was a Buntingford 
man of many years and will be 
missed by us this year especially." 
 

The organisers are working on this 
year's event details. It is certain to be 

another great year ï look out for more details in the September issue of the Buntingford 
Journal or check the event's website at www.buntingfordclassic.com.  
 

Brian Juniper (front) being presented his award for the J Oliver Radley Opticians 'Vehicle I Would 

Most Like to Take Home' award at the Buntingford Classic event in September 2007, voted for by the 
public visitors. Pictured with John Warren (event Chairman on the left) and John Noades (Mayor 
2007 on the right). 

 

Did you attend Buntingford Senior School 

in the years between 1939 ï 1945? 

 

We want to hear from you 

if you haven't already heard from us! 
 

Please contact Edwinstree School 

on 01763 271446 or 

email diane/george@edwinstree.herts.sch.uk 



 23 

 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  
The Manor House, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 

Mondays 10:00am ï 4:00pm  
Tuesdays 10:00am ï 1:00pm 
Wednesdays 10:00am ï 1:00pm 
Closed Thursdays and Fridays  
 

RENTING  
 

Q.  My husband is self -employed and his work has dried up as a result of the 
recession. We're thinking of letting out our house. Any advice?  
 
A.  Renting out a property can provide extra income, but landlords have serious legal 
responsibilities you need to be aware of before going any further. You can avoid 
unexpected costs and pitfalls by following these new tips from LACORS, the local 
government regulatory authority: 
 

Speak to your mortgage lender ï you could be in breach of your mortgage agreement if 
you rent out your home without getting consent from your mortgage lender. This puts you 
at risk of losing your home. 
 

Get references from potential tenants ï this will help minimise the risk of your property 
being damaged and the rent not being paid. 
 

Prepare a formal tenancy agreement ï this will make it easier to deal with any disputes 
should they arise. 
 

If you take a deposit, it must be properly protected ï the money must be protected 
through one of the three government-approved tenancy deposit protection schemes. You 
face serious penalties otherwise. 
 

Obtain an energy performance certificate ï you will have to show this to prospective 
tenants and give a copy to whoever takes up the tenancy. If you don't you can be fined. 
 

Find out whether you need a property licence ï you may need a licence from your local 
council. Check before you let, or you face a possible fine of up to £20,000. 
 

Get all your gas and electrical appliances checked ï you must give your tenants a copy of 
the gas safety certificate before they move in and appliances must be checked annually. 
You must also ensure all electrical appliances are safe. 
 

Minimise the risk from fire ï you must ensure there is a safe means of escape in the 
event of fire, and that a suitable fire alarm system is fitted. 
 

Ensure your property presents no risk to your tenants' health and safety ï check for 
hazards and keep the place well maintained and in good repair. 
 

Don't find yourself in court when something goes wrong ï get advice from the experts and 
check if your council runs a landlord training course. 
 

For more detailed information go to www.lacors.gov.uk 
 

For money advice and contact details of your nearest CAB go to the Citizens Advice 
website adviceguide.org.uk  
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 BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR 
(Part 1) 

Martin & Mandy 
 
For many years Mandy and I have imagined our dream home. We both wanted 
something unusual ï to rescue a building at risk and we found that in Layston Church. 
We have worked for nearly 22 years building our IT Company up from the ground, and 
have finally found ourselves in a position where we might be able to realise our dream.  
 
After a couple of years of being involved with St. Bartholomew's we had a rather nasty 
shock. It seems that not everyone in Buntingford knew that the building was at risk and 
had been up for sale. We had been working away at this project in various ways for some 
time and we kept running into people at St. Bartholomew's, all of whom were fantastically 
supportive of what we were doing. However, with a couple of somewhat inaccurate 
articles in the local press, we found ourselves at a council meeting that was being 
publicised as a public meeting to 'save the church'. We sat quietly while everybody had 
their say, as that was what theyôd come to do and it was important that we listened and 
took notice. Then I was asked to speak and I hope that I addressed these points and put 
peopleôs minds at rest regarding our intentions towards the church. 
 
For Mandy and I this has little to do with walking dogs up a country lane or picnicking in 
the churchyard, both activities which have gone on for years and will no doubt continue to 
do so for many more. It has everything to do with helping St. Bartholomew's survive for 
another 300 years after our guardianship. There have been many custodians of this 
building over the years as it has changed and blossomed, and Mandy and I hope to join 
that list of names and help preserve and love a building, that clearly has a warm local 
history, in the past, now, and hopefully in the future. Here follows our recollection of 
what's happened on our journey so far which we hope you all enjoy. 
 
We both hunted long and hard for the ideal location for us to love and cherish. Most of the 
time we came across buildings with horrific problems that made them impossible for us to 
deal with, or buildings that were too far away from our business for us to live in.  
 
By chance, in May 2007, I came across St. Bartholomew's on the Church of England web 
site among the redundant churches, a small number of words describing a ruined church 
in Buntingford just up the A10 ï Grade II* listed with all the problems that go with that, but 
promising to have the history as well.  
 
The next weekend we set off for one of our drives visiting historic buildings. Mandy did 
not know about St. Bartholomew's but I had it programmed into my sat nav as a place to 
go to if we are passing. By chance we end up near the A10 and I'm fiddling with the sat 
nav and asking it for places nearby to visit and SG9 9EZ pops up and off we go.  
 
It's the middle of summer and the countryside is full of life, the trees are heavy with 
leaves and it's a warm summer afternoon as we drive towards the primary school in 
Buntingford. I park the car and we walk up The Causeway with its archway of trees and 
greenery. Mandy still has no idea where we are going ï it's just a walk in the country as 
far as she is concerned. The lane twists and turns and the trees open out into fields on 
the left and later to a house on the right. On the left I can see the top of the spire of St. 
Bartholomew's, but Mandy does not notice it peeping out of the treetops.  
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We turn the corner again and the trees envelop us with the greenery, the birds twitter to 
each other and rabbits hop across the path. We arrive at the common ground at the start 
of the approach to St. Bartholomew's and through the avenue of lime trees, we can see in 
the distance, the porch of the church. Mandy now realises where we are and the 
existence of the church, hiding in the overgrown graveyard, dawns upon her. She stands 
there looking and digesting the tranquillity of the scene, the peace and quiet, the stillness 
and the ruin. She's lost for words.  
 
We walk down the avenue of limes towards the porch and past the overgrown graveyard 
with its grass and nettles over a meter high. The trees open up and we see the church, 
nestled in the northern corner of the site, missing it's roof, doors secured with steel but 
missing it's windows, quietly waiting for someone to love it. We walk round the site and 
clamber through the grass and nettles, and find Elizabeth's memorial, looking neglected, 
under the yew tree, a lost memory to a past existence.  
 
The Chancel is locked but has windows, and we strain to see the memorials inside. The 
Nave is overgrown and wild with brambles, which reach way above head height. We 
spend time walking round the site, finding things like the trig mark on the corner of the 
tower and the flint and clunch patchwork on the base, along with graffiti in the porch 
dating back to the 18th century. The day is fine and we follow the paths east into the 
fields, passing walkers and their dogs, in the hot summer afternoon. The odd plane flies 
overhead but the place could not be further from our busy world.  
 
Monday morning I pick the phone up to the agent listed on the web site. "You're in luck," 
they say, "We are just about to issue a Private Treaty for St. Bartholomew's ï details in 
the post to you". Weeks go by and nothing happens, something I've learnt to accept 
these days, but new to me then. While we wait we go back to Buntingford to look at the 
Town, by chance the local Town Hall is open and it's a 'Meet the Police Day'. We have 
lunch in a local pub and decide to see what the local policeman has to say about the 
Town. He tells us about the three pieces of crime in the last six weeks and struggles to 
identify any real activity to report to us. We meet a few of the local Town Councillors and 
the whole day is a very pleasant experience.  
 
During that summer we visit the Town often ï we come to a Saturday carnival, the High 
Street is alive with people and stalls but The Causeway and St. Bartholomew's are still 
stuck in a time warp. Finally the end of summer arrives, the Causeway is completely 
different, and its character has changed with the changing of the season. The green that 
was there before has now given way to the branches and wood of the autumn, but the 
grass and nettles still dominate the graveyard. The Church still waits patiently for a 
benefactor to rain down TLC upon it, and with the postman in September comes the 
Private Treaty. 
 
 
The background is a hand drawn architects west elevation of St. Bartholomew's by 
William Pite dated 1897 ï one of the many items we have collected over the past two 
years. 
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  get more  out of walking  with the  Ramblers 
Royston and District Group  
Walks for July and August  

 
July  
 

Thursday 2nd  
 

Friday 3rd 
 
 

Sunday 5th  
 

Monday 6th  
 

Tuesday 7th  
 
 

Sunday 12th  
 
 

Tuesday 14th  
 
 

Thursday 16th  
 

Sunday 19th  
 

Tuesday 21st  
 

Wednesday 22nd  
 

Sunday 26th  
 
 

Thursday 30th  
 

Thursday 30th  
 

 

 
August  

Sunday 2nd  
 

Tuesday 4th  
 

Friday 7th  
 
 

Sunday 9th  
 

Monday 10th  
 

Thursday 13th  
 

Sunday 16th  
 
 

 
Tuesday 18th  
 

Tuesday 18th  
 
 

Sunday 23rd  
 
 

Wednesday 26th  
 

Thursday 27th  
 

Sunday 30th  

For times and meeting places, please phone the appropriate leaders. 
 
 

Morning walk Everton ï 5½ miles. Leader Alan 01763 263352 
 

Evening Walk around Wimpole Hall ï 3½ miles. Leader Christine    
01462 734298 
 

Morning Walk Pegsdon Hills ï 6 miles. Leader Robin 01763 245750 
 

Evening Walk Rushden ï 3 miles. Leader Mick 01763 247579 
 

Morning Walk Cottered ï 6 miles. Leaders Chantal & Christopher 
01763 246221 
 

All day walk Watton at Stone, Chapmore End ï 11½ miles. Leaders 
Roger & Linda 
 

Evening walk Barley ï 3½ miles with possibility of pre-booked meal 
after. Leader Tricia 01438 880553   
 

Morning walk Reed, Buckland ï 5½ miles. Leader Hazel 01763 848349 
 

All day walk Chrishall Grange ï 11½ miles. Leader Alan 01763 263352 
 

Morning walk Langley, Essex ï 4½ miles. Leader David 01763 242677 
 

Evening walk Buntingford ï 3½ miles. Leader Bob 01763 271170 
 

Figure of Eight walk Benington ï 7 miles + 4½ miles. Leader Paul 
01763 244038 
 

Morning Walk Standon ï 6 miles. Leader John 01763 241525 
 

Evening Walk Barley ï 3½ miles. Leaders Lesley & John 01763 241525 
 
 
 
 

All day walk Epping Forest ï 10½ miles. Leader Lesley 01763 273463 
 

Morning Walk Orwell ï 5½ miles. Leader Veronica 01223 207415 
 

Evening walk Chipping, Buckland ï 4 miles. Leader David             
01763 242677 
 

Figure of Eight walk Braughing ï 11 miles. Leader Tricia 01438 880553 
 

Evening walk Buntingford ï 3 miles. Leader Ray 01763 272748 
 

Morning walk Baldock ï 5 miles. Leader Anne 01763 244138 
 

Figure of Eight walk Ashdon Morning ï 5½ miles. Leader Hazel 01763 
848349. Afternoon ï 3½ miles + optional visit to museum (tea & cakes). 
Leader Anne 01763 244138 
 

Morning walk Fowlmere ï 5½ miles. Leader Liz 01763 263107 
 

Evening walk Fowlmere, Shepreth ï 3 miles + optional light supper     
£5 if pre-booked. Leader Rama 01763 260565 
 

All day walk Lilley, Streatley ï 10½ miles. Leaders Roger & Linda 
01462 453752 
 

Evening walk Buntingford ï 3 miles. Leader Mike 01763 274679 
 

Morning walk Harston ï 5½ miles. Leader Marion 01223 871524 
 

All day walk Balsham ï 10½ miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038  
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Traditional afternoon teas with 

homemade scones and cakes 

In a id o f  St Lawrence Church 

funds 

Village Hall, Ardeley 

 Sunday 19th July, Sunday 16th August 

and Sunday 20th September 3:00pm ð 5:30pm 
 

Come and enjoy a perfect rural setting in our picturesque village. The 

B UNTINGFORD  A DULT  L EARNING  F OR  FUN 
(formerly WEA) 

 

BALFF has had another very successful year with over 80 members attending our last 
course on The French Revolution. 
 

This summer we had a visit to Waddesdon Manor and for our annual visit we went to the 
Stamford Outdoor Theatre to see a performance of Oliver Twist. At our annual luncheon, 
we had a very interesting talk given by Robin Mobbs, on his experiences at NASA. 
 

We have two new courses this autumn. The first is a ten-week course on the 'Music of 
London', which starts on Wednesday 30th September at 10:30am, and the tutor is John 
Winter. London has been described as 'The Flower of Cities', however England in the 19 th 
century was described as 'The Land without Music'. The musical life of London includes 
the music of the Chapel Royal. Music had to be composed according to the Monarch's 
wish. The course covers the freelance career of Handel, the operatic squabblings of 
Georgian London, the revival of music in London from the works of Elgar, Vaughan 
Williams and Holst, through to the present day. London also saw the development of 
public concerts in the time of Haydn, later at the Crystal Palace and then the Proms; the 
development of music colleges, music festivals and opera houses. It certainly was not the 
land without music. 
 

The second course is a six-week evening course starting Monday 5th October at 8:00pm, 

entitled 'The 70s in Retrospect'. The tutor is the very popular Stephen Barnard. 
 

The 1970s is a decade remembered mainly in negative terms ï everything from rampant 
inflation and industrial unrest to punk rock and flared trousers. Certainly it proved a stark 
contrast to the heady, hopeful atmosphere of the swinging 60s. But how did the events, 
personalities, fashions and trends of the 1970s really impact on our every-day lives? In 
this course we look at the social, political and cultural history of this rather unloved decade 
and how the way we lived then helped shape the world we know today. 
 

Both courses are held at Seth Ward Community Centre, Luynes Rise and we have coffee 
before the courses start. Everyone will be made very welcome. If you would like any 
further details please phone Julia on 01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 . 
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MEET YOUR LOCAL  PCSO 
 
 

 

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support 
Officers, Amanda Higham, Stephen Whittaker, Sarah Brown and Francis Higgins, or you 
just want to say hello, then they will be available at the specified venues as listed below. 

(Times are subject to change at short notice.) 

Telephone 0845 33 00 222  
PCSO: Date:  Time:  Venue:  

July  

Wed 1st 
Thurs 2nd  

Wed 8th 

Thurs 9th  
Sat 11th 
Sat 11th 

Wed 15th 
Thurs 16th  
Thurs 16th 

Mon 20th  
Mon 20th  

Wed 22nd 

Thurs 23rd 
Wed 29th 

Thurs 30th 
 

August  
Sat 1st 

Thurs 6th 

Mon 10th  
Mon 10th  

Thurs 20th  

Sat 22nd 
Tue 25th 

Thurs 27th 

 

10:30amï11:30am 
5:00pmï6:00pm 
2:00pmï2:45pm 

10:00amï11:00am 
2:00pmï4:00pm 
4:00pmï5:00pm 

5:00pmï6:00pm 
3:30pmï4:30pm 
4:00pmï5:00pm 

10:00amï11:00am 
3:30pmï4:30pm 

10:30amï11:00am 

3:00pmï4:00pm 
1:00pmï1:45pm 
3:30pmï4:30pm 

 

 
2:00pmï4:00pm 
3:30pmï4:30pm 

10:00amï11:00am 
3:30pmï4:30pm 

10:00amï11:00am 

2:00pmï4:00pm 
5:00pmï6:00pm 
3:30pmï4:30pm 

 

Community Café, Puckeridge 
Co-op Foyer, Buntingford 
Willow Close, Great Hormead 

United Reformed Church, Buntingford 
Police Station, Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Station Road Allotments, Puckeridge 

Malting Lane Ford, Braughing 
Library, Buntingford 
Outside Lower Farm, Buckland 

St Peter's Church, Buntingford 
Council Offices at Manor House, Buntingford 
Outside Church, Wyddial 

Standon Meadow, High Street, Standon 
Outside Church, Anstey 
Library, Buntingford 
 

 
Police Station, Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Library, Buntingford 

St Peter's Church, Buntingford 
Council Offices at Manor House, Buntingford 
United Reformed Church, Buntingford 

Police Station, Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Co-op Foyer, Buntingford 
Library, Buntingford 

 

Amanda & Stephen 
Sarah 
Amanda & Stephen 

Sarah 
Francis 
Amanda & Stephen 

Amanda & Stephen 
Francis 
Sarah 

Sarah 
Francis 
Amanda & Stephen 

Amanda & Stephen 
Amanda & Stephen 
Francis 
 

 
Francis 
Francis 

Sarah 
Francis 
Sarah 

Francis 
Sarah 
Francis 

Sunday  12th  Ju ly  2009 at  1pm ï 5pm 
 

in the grounds of Anstey Bury  
 

(just off the B1368 and on the Brent Pelham Road - follow the signs)  
 

Ample free parking · A number of very interesting stalls · A wide 
variety of activities and games · Bar · BBQ · Teas · Cakes 

Produce · Books · Raffle and much more.  
 

With something for everyone, this is a family event not to be 

missed ï so why not come along and join in the fun!  
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Layston F irs t  School  PTA present 

Layston Summer Bal l  2009Layston Summer Bal l  2009Layston Summer Bal l  2009   
Saturday 4th July  

7:30pm for 8pm ï Carriages at Midnight  

 at Bluntswood Hall, Throcking    

Bucks Fizz, 3-course hot meal and music. Auction & Raffle     

Come and enjoy an excellent evening 

Ticke ts  £35 each  
 

Telephone 07754 513910 for more details & to buy tickets  

 
 

Family FunFamily Fun   

Barbeque EveningBarbeque Evening   
 

Friday 10Friday 10 thth   July 6pm July 6pm ðð  8pm8pm   
at Layston C of E First School 

Barbeque, Beer Tent & Bouncy Slide 

Ga mes &  a t t rac t io ns  Ga mes &  a t t rac t io ns  Ga mes &  a t t rac t io ns     
F un  fo r  a l l  th e  fam i lyF un  fo r  a l l  th e  fam i lyF un  fo r  a l l  th e  fam i ly   

Entry 50p per adult 
Children free 

LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL   
 

Year 1s Chicks  

We are really lucky in Year 1 because we had the 
chance to hatch some chicks. We kept the eggs in 
an incubator and made sure the temperature was 
just right. We looked at them everyday, after two 
days five of them hatched. They were wet when 
they hatched and then they were all fluffy and 
yellow. We had two girls called Twinkle and Sam 
and three boys called Buster, Chickling and Scott. 
We liked Buster because he was cheeky and kept 
coming to see us through the glass. We were able 
to hold them in our hands, they were soft and 
fluffy. 

By Jude Taylor and Ellen Dutton  
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  EDW INSTREE  M IDDLE  SCHOOL  
 

The summer term is always a busy one at school, and this one is no exception. 
We had a Cross Country Festival with pupils from Layston and Millfield First 
Schools joining our Year 8 Sports Leaders. 

 

Our P.E. department also put on a gymnastics and dance display where pupils from all 
year groups participated in a variety of routines and it was enjoyed by all who attended. 
 

All our Year Groups have been involved in various outings, field trips and activities, 
ranging from visits to the Tate Gallery, Cambridge Museums and Derbyshire and Science 
Action Days with a Set Point Workshop. Our English department has also been busy with 
a visit from The Railway Children Image Musical Theatre and a Chaucer day.  We also 
had a Mandarin Chinese Workshop with pupils enjoying chopstick racing, Chinese 
character painting and fortune cookie tasting. 

 

 
 

Building work has started on the office extension 
and accessible entrance, which is due to be 
finished in September for the start of the new 
school year. 
 

On our last day before half term, we had a non-
uniform/mad hair day, when children came to 
school in their own clothes with an array of 
wonderful hair styles. This resulted in raising 
almost £1,000 for our School Council's chosen 
charity, Cancer Research. Thank you to 
everyone for their support. 
 

Congratulations go to Buntingford Cougars under 11s Football Team, 11 of the boys are 
Edwinstree Year 6 pupils. They made club history by being the first team in their age 
group to win the Royston Crow Youth League title. Three more boys from Year 6, Jamie, 
Jack and Eddie, took part in the Regional Chess Championships in Hatfield. Also we are 
very proud of Rhoni, Jack and Paul from Year 5 and Charlie and Will, Year 6, who took 
part in The Thames Bridges Bike Ride, in aid of the Stroke Association. This was a 33-mile 
cycle ride carried out on a very hot day at the end of May. Well Done to you all!  
 

Our School Association is holding our annual Summer Fair on July 4th which is open to all.  
Please see advert on page 10. 
 

In September we are celebrating the school's 70th Anniversary, we would like to hear from 
anyone who was at Buntingford Senior School from its opening in 1939 until 1945. Please 
see page 22. 
 

We wish all our Year 8 students well as they leave us at the end of term to go on to their 
further studies.                

Mad Hair Day  

London Bridge Bike Ride  
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B UNTINGFORD  W. I .  
 

We get a variety of speakers at our meetings and in June we had a musician, Ray 
Bomber, who came along with his clarinet. He told us that he is a semi-professional, who 
started playing the clarinet while at school. Ray has since played in various bands, 
including military bands and also symphony orchestras and currently teaches the clarinet. 
 
He has a very wide repertoire and we were treated to some classics, including 
'Summertime', 'Petite Fleur', 'Stranger on the Shore' and a snippet of 'Mozart's Quintet for 
clarinet'. Ray also told us something of the history of the clarinet, which apparently was 
brought into existence in the 1700s. 
 
At our meeting on Thursday 9th July, Martin Copping will come to talk to us about the City 
of London. Arrangements for the August meeting, to be held on Thursday 13th, have still 
to be finalised. 
 
Our meetings are held at the United Reformed Church Hall, Baldock Road, at 7:45pm 
and visitors are always very welcome.  

 
 
 
 

If your charity, school, society or clubs events are being advertised in the Buntingford 
Journal, we are now able to offer you an additional  feature. 

The Buntingford Civic Society have set up an events section on their website, at 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk, to post upcoming events, replicating those published in the 

Journal. This should mean that your event advertisement will get seen by a larger 
audience, resulting in increased attendance. 

 

For more information, please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040  

Fr iends of Orchard Surgery 
 

C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  
r a i s i n g  m o n e y  f o r  E A C H  

 

(The East  Ang lia Chi ld ren's Hospice) 
 

at the United Reformed Church Hall, Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 

Wednesday 5th  August 

10:00am to 12noon 
 
 

Cake Stall Ï Tombola Ï Table Sale Ï Face Painting  
 

Free entrance Ï All Welcome  


