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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

 
10:45am ï 11:30am 
 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

 
6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 
8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

10:45am ï 11:30am 
11:45am ï 12:30pm 

3:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm 

7:00pm ï 8:15pm  

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall, Baldock Road (term time only). Contact Jen Harris 
on 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow  for children who are walking. At Seth Ward Community 
Centre. Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon  
on 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk.  
No need to read music, no auditions, just bring your enthusiasm!  For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13ï19 years,  
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Danny Band on 07879 
853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã1.50 includes drink and 
snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate 
Smith MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  

Cheeky Chimps (2 separate sessions) at Seth Ward Community Centre.  
Ã2 per family. 01763 273008 

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf.  

Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf. For 
more info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Boot Camp at Layston School. Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Philippa 01763 271010. 

D   E  ï F  2015 
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7:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 8:30pm ï 9:30pm  
  

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
10:00am ï 11:00am 

10:30am 

 
 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00pm 
  
  

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
   
 
  
 

4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 
 
 

 
  
  

  

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 
 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Term time 
only. Children 0ï4 years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice 
and snack provided. Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Story Sacks at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per child 01763 273008. 

BALFF 10-week course started 14 January,  óCurrent Affairsô, at the 
Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Coffee served from 10am. For details 
contact Julia Peacock on 01763 272584. 

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Rita on 
07957 558782. 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Body Circuit classes at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al  
on 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only 
01763 273008. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
  

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Cougars U7s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
 

Cougars U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  
 

W '  O   

mailto:eileensaerobics@hotmail.com
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5:30pm ï 10:00pm 

7.30pm  

7:45pm ï 9:45pm 
 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am & 11:00am 
 

 
10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am 
  

  
3.30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  
6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 
 

SATURDAYS 

8:30am ï 2:45pm  
  
  

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï 11:30am 
  

  
10:30am ï 11:30am 
  

 
11:am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 
 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm  

Buntingford Swimming Club, Freman Pool. Adelaide Boon  07710 550050. 
 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward CC. Contact Liz James on 01763 274010. 
 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 
 

 
WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward. Ã1 first child, 50p for additional 
children to include tea & coffee. Contact Bramble Hill 01763 273008. 
 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate Smith 
MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit  www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 
  

All Abilities Multi Sports at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Jacqui  
on 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
  

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

 
Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College and  
URC Hall, Buntingford. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
  

3rd Sat in the month, Dadôs/Male Carers Group at the Scout Hut, Bowling 
Green Lane, Buntingford. Ã1 per child. 01763 273008. 
  

Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

1st Sat in the month, BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. Crafts, Food, Art & 
Gifts. Refreshments. Charity Raffle. Free squash & lollypop for children!  
 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal, 

please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095 

Or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

D   E  ï F  2015 
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Fri 30th & 
Sat 31st Jan 

 

F  2015 

Tues 3rd 
 

Thurs 5th 
 

Thurs 5th 
 

 
Sat 7th to 
Sun 1st Mar 
 

Sat 7th 
 

Sat 7th 
 

Mon 9th 

 

Thurs 12th 
 

 
Thurs 12th 
 

Sat 14th 
 

Sat 14th 
 

 
Tues 17th 
& Wed 18th 

 

Wed 18th 
 

Fri 20th 
 

 

Wed 25th 
 

 
Sat 28th 

M  2015 

Thurs 5th 
 

Thurs 5th  
to Sun 8th 
 

Fri 6th 

 

 
Mon 9th 

 

Sat 14th 
 

Sat 14th 
 

 
Fri 27th 
 

 

Buntingford Panto: Calamity Dame at Benson Hall, Buntingford.  
Evening performance starts 7:30 (doors open 7pm); bar & raffle.  
Also matinees. Tickets available from The Cellar, or see 
www.buntingforddrama.org for more info. 

 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

7:30pm Buntingford Transition High Street Group (see page 29). 
 

7:45pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Angela 
Whiting will speak about óAlpine Troughsô. New members welcome. 

 

12:00noonï4pm Snowdrops at Benington Lordship Gardens.  
Open daily (see page 31). 

 

11amï2pm BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall.. 
 

National Library Day (see page 15). 
 

2pm U3A Monthly Meeting at Seth Ward Community Centre (page 26). 
 

Deadline for comments on Buntingford West Planning Application  
(see page 10).  

 

7:45pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 45).  
 

Valentineôs Day 
 

3:30pm Hertfordshire ï A Lanscape History, a talk in Standon Village 
Hall (see page 17). 

 

Cougars Half Term Fun Soccer School. For details visit 
www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

12:00noonï1:30pm BALA Lunch Break Ã2 at Benson Hall (see page 9). 
 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society, meet at Crown PH. 
Railway Slides or Films with Phil Wood. 

 

7 for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall. Ione 
Woodger-Smith presents óThe Owl and the Pussycatô. Visitors welcome. 

 

7ï11pm Cougars Fun Annual Quiz Night at the Bury (see page 47). 

 
 

World Book Day (see page 39). 
 

óLadies wot lunchô present óForgin Aheadô, a charity art exhibition at 
Gravelly Barn, Braughing (see page 48). 

 

5ï6:30pm  Sir Oliver Heald QC MP Surgery at the Manor House.  
By appointment only (see page 15). 

 

2pm U3A Monthly Meeting at Seth Ward Community Centre (page 26). 
 

7:30pm Savoy Jazz Band at Reed Village Hall (see page 26). 
 

Royston Choral Society concert at St Swithunôs Church, Great Chishill 
(see page 44). 

 

7:30pm Fashion Show at Braughing Church Hall, Ã5 (see page 45). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

D   Y  D 
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Police surgeries: 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
 In emergencies dial 999 
2ï4pm on Saturdays at Buntingford Police Station 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0845 920 0800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon & Thurs 09:00 ï 18:00 
  Tues & Fri 14:00 ï 18:00 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
 Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
 Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri  
      08:00ï20:00, Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 
Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Many thanks to Debbie Lemay for proofreading  

Happy New Year Everyone, and a warm welcome to the first colour Buntingford Journal. 
Producing the Journal in colour has brought me some new challenges, not least a 
technical one which for a while threatened to derail the whole project, but also aesthetic 
ones ï what colours do I use where? To save having to make yet another choice I opted 
to keep the cover orange simply because February has always been that colour and this 
set the tone for the editorial pages. I do hope you think the overall result is worth it: at the 
very least the photos will be a huge improvement on what we have had before. 

One article that clearly demonstrates the advantage of printing in colour is the one from 
Layston First School on pages 36-37. Their New Year art project makes a fantastic 
splash and has an impact that would not have been possible before, and I also featured 
this on the cover. Iôve thoroughly enjoyed reading all of the articles from our local schools 
this month and I hope you do too. A note to all contributors, regular or occasional: please 
remember that Iôll be looking for a suitable picture for the cover every month. 

Planning and proposed housing developments are raising concern again this month  
and within these pages you will find reports and comment from many of those involved. 
There are also updates on the campaign to save Buntingford Library and the Buntingford 
In Transition project. 

On a lighter note, we have a delightful piece recounting early memories of travelling to 
school on the Buntingford Branch line, and Martin & Mandy have produced óbefore and 
afterô shots of progress at St Bartholomewôs Church. They are intending to stage some 
open days at the church this summer, so I hope to have details of these in due course. 

Thereôs great news from Buntingford Town Football Club, with the First Team currently 
topping their league ï read all about it on page 46. Good luck to all their teams for the 
rest of the season and long may their success continue. Buntingford Cougars are looking 
to recruit new players ï if you are interested turn to page 47. 

Finally, I would just like to say how delighted I was to see a fruit & veg stall back on 
Buntingford Market. Best of luck to Andy and Tim who run it and lets hope this heralds a 
revival in fortune for the market as whole.  

 Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the March 2015 Journal  

is Saturday 14
th
 February 2015 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

I donôt think I need to tell readers that Buntingford faces extensive development from 
rapacious landowners and house-builders over the next few years. What started with a 
ófew hundredô houses a year or two ago has grown to 1000 and now perhaps to 1400, 
with Bovis coming late on the scene. Many contributors, better qualified than me, have 
written on this subject. But after reading a couple of recent Mercury articles it has started 
me on a different train of thought. Given present government policy of presumption in 
favour of house building, we seem to stand no chance when opposing developers. No 
matter that our infrastructure will be overwhelmed, at least in the short term. 

So what next? We need to buy time to allow our infrastructure, schools and medical 
facilities to keep pace with a growing population. I understand that EHDC is either 
reluctant to impose phased development or perhaps are unable to. So how quickly will 
the houses be built? This will depend on market forces. If the developers canôt sell they 
will slow their building programme and that brings me back to the Mercury articles.  

One article highlighted that Broadband in Buntingford is very slow, especially for 
businesses or business people working from home. The other highlighted that our junior 
schools, Millfield and Layston, are already full and it would seem any families moving into 
the area now would have to send their little ones to Anstey or Hormead. So why not start 
a campaign to put people off moving to Buntingford until our infrastructure is developed? 
Local press, posters on fences near developments, email, web sites, Facebook and 
Twitter, all could be used to advise potential buyers that if they want schools for their 
children or fast broadband, then donôt buy a house in Buntingford. 

I offer this idea to the Civic Society and BARD who, along with Buntingford Town Council, 
have put in an enormous effort in trying to stop the developments, but up to now nothing 
has succeeded. So why not start a campaign to make it difficult for developers to sell 
houses? Buntingford is full of nice polite people but perhaps its time to be aggressive, 
underhand and confrontational. It could buy us precious time and perhaps persuade 
developers into building or providing the facilities we need to go with their houses. 

Regards, Brian Lemay 
Dear Christine 

I feel I must take umbrage with Vyse in the Dec/Jan edition of the Buntingford Journal.  
He seems to think that building lots of houses in and around Buntingford is a bad idea 
and will result in mass breakdown of our fragile infrastructure. What rubbish! Where does 
he think all of the legal and illegal immigrants are going to live?  We have in effect open 
borders to the United Kingdom and ANYONE can come here to live, get given a house 
and all the free services that go with it, health care, food, clothing and money. Why 
wouldn't they come here ï you would. I am with the Councils, Government and the EU. 
Letôs concrete over the UK and let everyone from all over the world come and live and die 
with us in a land full of unemployment, lawlessness, filth and deprivation. That should 
keep the world population down if nothing else. Who needs green countryside anyway? 

Ashley Cantor, Founder óBuild Over All the UKô Society 

The views expressed in the letters and articles in the Buntingford  

Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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Dear Christine 
Volunteer Drivers Needed 

We are BALA (Buntingford Action for the Less Able) a charity that runs a mini-bus service 
that enables local disabled and elderly citizens to enjoy shopping and other trips out.  
At the present time we are experiencing a shortage of suitable qualified drivers to 
maintain the service. 

Through your letters page we would like to hear from anyone willing to volunteer once or 
twice a month to keep this essential and much appreciated operation on the road.  Please 
contact Liz McNamara on 01763 273623 for further information. 

The Trustees of BALA 

B A L A 
Buntingford Action for the Less Able 

Registered Charity No. 1094426 

¢ƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƘƻƴŜΥ   лмтсо нтосно  ƻǊ  нтмтлу 

Minibus trips for February 2015 
 

Thurs 5th 
 

Tues 10th 
 

Thurs 12th 
 

Thurs 19th 
 

Mon 23rd 
 

Wed 25th 
 

Thurs 26th 
 

Fri 27th 
 

 
Sat 28th 
 

M  

Thurs 5
th
 

 

9:30ï12ish  
 

10:30ï2:30 
 

9:30ï12ish  
 

9:30ï12ish  
 

10amï3pm 
 

11:30ish  
 

9:30ï12ish  
 

10:30ï3pm  
 

 
2:30pm  
 

 
9:30ï12ish  

 

Tesco at Bishopôs Stortford 
 

Letchworth ï drop off at Morrisons 
 

Bishopôs Stortford Town Centre ï Market Day 
 

Tesco at Bishopôs Stortford 
 

Scotsdales Garden Centre & Waitrose 
 

Pub Lunch ï Coach & Horses, Thorley 

 

Bishopôs Stortford Town Centre ï Market Day 
 

Brookfield Centre ï Boots, M&S, Argos,, Next, 
Tesco, etc. 

 

óOliver!ô at Hertford Theatre ï Tickets Ã15 

 
Tesco at Bishopôs Stortford 

 

Ã4 
 

Ã5 
 

Ã4 
 

Ã4 
 

Ã7 
 

Bus Ã4 
 

Ã4 
 

 
Ã6 

 

Bus Ã5 
 

 
Ã4 

 

BALA LUNCH BREAK  
Soup & Bread Roll ï Ã2 
at Benson Hall, Buntingford  

Wed 18
th
 February, 12noonï1:30pm 

Savouries / Coffee / Cakes / Raffle / Marmalade 

Proceeds for the Minibus 
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 

(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

What Have EHDC Ever Done for Us? ï Not a Lot 

Would you believe it, there are yellow lines and a pedestrian crossing point at the 
London and Aspenden Road junction. It may have taken us two years but to all those 
people who banged away at EHDC and Highways our hearty thanks, your ceaseless 
efforts have made a tangible contribution to road safety in our town. 

Now wouldnôt it be great if in next monthôs Journal my Co-chair Graham Waite could 
report that the Wheatley Homes Appeal had been rejected? Anyone who attended the 
Appeal last week will have noticed that, not for the first time, EHDC did not turn up.  
Yes, youôve guessed it, a back-room deal struck just two days before Christmas left 
Buntingford undefended AGAIN. Fortunately the town team, expertly fronted by Steve 
Baker and brilliantly supported by Graham, Bob Jackson and Steve Bowman, proved 
equal to the challenge. Undaunted but tired after many hours burning the midnight oil 
they mounted a compelling defence which obviously impressed the inspector. However, 
there were some big guns ranged against us, and we await his decision next month.  

This is no way to conduct the planning process. All over our country I hear the same 
complaint that local communities our being rolled over by developers and the Local 
Authority either wonôt or canôt defend them. Our town has been let down twice by EHDC 
and thatôs not good enough. It is high time our District Councillors insisted that once  
the decision to refuse an application is made it is followed through to its democratic 
conclusion and not decided on a technicality behind closed doors. As I write this we are 
preparing for the Aspenden Road Appeal on Wednesday 21st; all the signs are that 
EHDC will mount a defence, but you can never be sure! 

And so to Buntingford West, the Wattsdown/Bovis proposal to build approximately 400 
homes between the bypass and the existing Bovis estate, plus land for a school and a 
new access junction on the A10. Judging by the attendance at the Seth Ward exhibition, 
this is attracting a great deal of interest. To make sure your view is known to EHDC write 
or go online using the Planning Application reference number 3/14/2304/OP ï comments 
and objections must be submitted by 12th February 2015. I note the proposal has no 
provision for any bungalows for residents wishing to stay in Buntingford but downsize. 
And thatôs a school site, not an actual school, with a play area near the sewage works! 

Letôs end on a positive note. I had the pleasure of attending Freman College Prizegiving 
in December to witness Kiana Salamian receive the Civic Society prize for Community 
Service. I recognised Kiana from her involvement with the Library petition and in a brief 
conversation heard of her other achievements. For those of us given to carping about 
our youth, an evening at Freman College should set you right. 

Paul Spears, BCS Co-Chair 

If you have a query about the Buntingford Civic Society, you can email the  
Co-chairmen direct at: chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk  

Membership queries to Paul Spears at: membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
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BISHOP SETH WARD ALMSHOUSE TRUST 
A vacancy has arisen within the Almshouse Trust premises in the High Street, 
Buntingford, comprising a first floor flat which has been recently updated and offers 
comfortable accommodation for an eligible person of retirement age who is mobile, 
independent and able to take care of themselves. Details of the weekly maintenance 
charge, being a contribution towards gas, electricity, water and the installation of a 
Piper alarm system, will  be given at the time an application is made. 

To receive an application form please email:  pam.hibberd@btinternet.com 

Or call:  07742 766554 

BUNTINGFORD MEMORIAL CHARITY 
The Charity has certain funds available to it for distribution to suitable bodies and 
organisations within the town of Buntingford. It is a term of the Charity that ñthe 
Trustees shall apply the income of the Charity in, or towards, such charitable 
purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Buntingford as the Trustees, 
from time to time, think fitò. 

Applications for grants are now invited by the Trustees from any interested body or 
organisation who would qualify within the terms and definitions given. It would be 
appreciated if all applications could set out, as fully as possible, the nature and 
background of the body or organisation applying, its objectives and activities and the 
purpose for which the grant is sought, together with an indication as to the degree of 
financial support that is hoped for. Please supply a copy of current bank accounts. 

The acceptance of any application and/or the amount of grant that might be made by 
the Charity is entirely at the discretion of the Trustees. Closing date for applications 
is 28st February 2015. Anyone who is interested in applying should ensure that their 
application is received by me, at the following address, by the date given. 

Val Reedman, Chairman, Buntingford Memorial Charity  

16 Mill Close, Buntingford, Herts  SG9 9SZ 

Buntingford Civic Society  
is looking for a new Membership Secretary 

If you feel you could give a few hours a month to this worthwile charity, 

please get in touch. No particular experience is required. You would be part 

of the Civic Society Committee (which meets once a month on the second 

Tuesday evening) with specific responsibility for maintaining membership 

records and a general brief to contribute to the Committee discussion and  

further the Societyôs aims. Visit the website www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk to 

find out more about Buntingford Civic Society, or contact the Co-chairmen, 

Paul Spears and Graham Waite, on: chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
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 Childhood Memories 
of Rail Travel from 
Buntingford 

At the age of six I and my younger 
sister Alison started to travel each 
day on the train from Buntingford to 
school in Much Hadham. Initially the 
youngest pupils travelled in the 
Guardôs Van, where we were 
accompanied by a variety of 
interesting items bound for stops 
further up the line. A cow, or a goat, 
motorbikes and cycles, and large 
wooden crates of I know not what, 
but there was always a terrible smell 

of fish. Trays of fresh eggs and other farm produce were also transported in the Guardôs 
Van, and as there were no seats in the van we often perched on hessian sacks of 
potatoes or onions. The guard sat with us, and we were well cared for and reminded to 
alight at the correct station. On the odd occasion that the Guardôs Van was empty, we 
played óGymkhanasô and madly pranced up and down on our pretend ponies! 

The train was due to depart from Buntingford at about 10 minutes to 9 each morning. As 
we lived at Middle Farm in Buckland we were reliant on our father, Ernie Bailey, or on 
Miss Daniels, the farm secretary, to get us to the station on time. Occasionally we were 
up to 10 minutes late in arriving, but to our amazement the train had waited for our arrival 
and departed only when we were safely aboard! 

The return journeys from Much Hadham to Buntingford after school were even greater 
fun, especially when at least once a week in the Guardôs Van there was a consignment of 
homing pigeons from north London. The wicker crates were unloaded at the end of the 
line and stacked on the platform. If we had been good girls that week we had the honour 
of setting the birds free. Oh, the joy of seeing the multi-coloured birds, which had been 
cooped up cooing and chattering during the journey, bursting out from their prison and 
taking flight to freedom. The whole consignment of pigeons then circled overhead for 
several minutes to get their bearings, before taking off in a southerly direction for London.  

I have since seen the huge lorries that now transport pigeons in metal cages stop on 
Reed Joint, the road that runs from the A10 in Buckland towards Barkway and worth a 
visit on a clear day for the amazing views across Cambridgeshire. With one lever, the 
driver releases the whole side of the lorry and the liberated birds make the same circles 
to get their orientation ï but there are no small children to delight in the event, or learn 
how amazing it is that pigeons soon know which way to fly home. 

As we got a little older we were allowed to travel in a carriage: all the children in one 
compartment with just two doors, no corridors on these trains. We sat on patterned 
carpeted bench seats, which scratched the back of our legs, but were still better than the 
dusty sacks of vegetables. The windows were dirty from the soot of the steam engine and 
if on the move we let down the opening window in the door, with the heavy leather strap 
for that purpose, the sooty smoke would blow into our faces. Ah, the smell! 

I was always fascinated by the beautiful pictures of the local area which were screwed 
onto the walls over the bench seats. Westmill and Braughing were shown in delightful 
coloured drawings and to my delight I am sure these very same carriages are now used 
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on the Sherringham to Weybourn steam line in Norfolk, as I saw the same pictures there 
with my children some years ago. On that occasion I was so excited by the steamy, oily, 
coaly smells reminiscent of my childhood journeys to school I enthusiastically recounted 
other experiences of that time, which were not fully appreciated by my youngsters! 

The smuts and cinders belching from the engine were often the cause of fires alongside 
the track and even on occasions in the fields of ripe corn. We knew all the level 
crossings, two at Westmill and one at Standon, where we waved to the patient occasional 
car drivers as we swept past high up in our superior mode of transport! One engine 
driver, Tom, was a real character ï I believe he was later the landlord of the Fox & Duck 
Pub. On occasions we were happily bowling along through the countryside when there 
was a sudden bang, the train screeched to a halt and we all rushed to the windows to see 
what was up. There was Tom running back along the line to pick up a pheasant that he 
had just shot from the engine footplate!   

I recall that Buntingford station was surrounded by the busy Moyôs coal yard. The 
manager there was Mr Richard Smith who lived at Chapel Green, Therfield. He was a 
very tall kindly man with huge hands, who kept bees. Somehow he managed to keep 
clean whilst everyone else at the depot was black with coal dust. Perhaps he sat mostly 
in the little site office with the bookkeeper, whilst the men shovelled the various grades of 
coal by hand into heavy sacks ready to be delivered round the town and villages by lorry. 
There was a large overhead water tank near to the end of the platform used to replenish 
the engine while it stood in the station. 

The ticket office, so recently demolished, had been a constant reminder of those carefree 
days. I now live in Royston, which is still served by a railway, but I am sad that no trace of 
the railway remains today in Buntingford. 

Angela Louch  

4ÈÅ 'ÏÏÄÓ 9ÁÒÄ ÁÔ 3ÔÁÎÄÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇÆÏÒÄ ÔÏ  
3Ô -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔÓ ÂÒÁÎÃÈ ÌÉÎÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÇÏÏÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÓÅÎÇÅÒÓȢ  

0ÈÏÔÏ ÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ !ÓÈÌÅÙ #ÁÎÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇÆÏÒÄ )Î /ÌÄ 0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓȢ ɉ4ÏÐ-ÌÅÆÔ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ 
ÂÏÒÒÏ×ÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇÆÏÒÄ 2ÁÉÌ×ÁÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÐÏÓÔÅÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÌÁÓÔ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȢɊ 
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 Inspiring Libraries: Buntingfordôs Response  
to the County Library Service 

The consultation period concerning the future of libraries in Hertfordshire expired on 7th 
December 2014.  The following Friday, 12th December, Teresa and Graham Bonner and I 
attended a meeting of the County Councilôs Customer Service, Performance and 
Libraries Cabinet Panel to present our petition and submission. There was one other 
delegation with a petition there, from Chorleywood, and we were both given three 
minutes to make a presentation. At that time there had been 589 Library Service 
questionnaires returned in Buntingford, while our petition (hard-copy and on-line) stood at 
2216 signatures and there were 694 ólikesô on Facebook. The response from Buntingford 
residents and from those in the surrounding area has been truly amazing. This, in no 
small measure, is due to the hard work and enthusiasm of the four girls from Freman 
College who took on the task of promoting the petition ï Cassie Fraser-Shanley, Paige 
Allen and the Salamian sisters, Roxi and Kiana. We owe them a huge vote of thanks.   

Frances Button, Chair of the Cabinet Panel, indicated to us that notwithstanding the fact 
that the consultation period had closed she was prepared to accept such further 
signatures to our petition which might still be received. A decision is not expected until 
February, so you still have a chance to have your say. The on-line petition will still be 
available via our website, Buntingford Library Supporters Club.com, where you can also 
read the full text of our submission (itôs too long to include in the Buntingford Journal). 

In concluding my three-minute presentation to the Cabinet Panel I mentioned that when 
the town held its late-night shopping event in November there were 534 people counted 
through the doors of the library. I doubted that a óvirtual librarianô could cope with this. 
What I did not mention was that the mulled wine and mince pies offered by Buntingford 
Civic Society, who have supported the campaign so well, were undoubtedly part of the 
attraction! But what it does indicate is that the library premises are capable of being used 
to far greater effect for the benefit of the whole community. So the fight is not over yet. 

One other piece of information was disclosed at the Cabinet Panel meeting. We were 
allowed to listen to an agenda item relating to library performances and were delighted to 
learn that Buntingford library outperforms most other Hertfordshire libraries. Generally 
only those with new buildings or where there were special circumstances, such as an 
experimental late night opening, posted better figures for book issues and visitor 
numbers. This reflects how good are our four part-time library assistants, Chris, Jennie, 
Julie and Patricia. Hopefully this will be recognised by the County Library Service. It 
seems inconceivable they would want to replace them with volunteers. 

The campaign has demonstrated in no uncertain terms the care people in Buntingford 
have for their library and this has been noted at County Hall. At our last public meeting on 
3rd December there were two county councillors present as well as the Deputy Director of 
the Library Service, Taryn Pearson, and East Herts councillor, Jeff Jones. Frances Button 
had a meeting that afternoon in Harrow, but she specially made the journey to attend our 
meeting in the full knowledge that she was going to be late. I think the message is getting 
home that there are other factors than bald statistics on which to base the decision 
concerning the future of the library. The statistics for Buntingford are good, but its 
geographical location and the emotional support of the local population are equally, if not 
more, important. There was no pre-planning for our campaign: it simply evolved out of the 
conviction held widely in the town that the Library Serviceôs proposals were wrong. 

So now we wait. If County Hall accepts our arguments we then embark on a different 
course: to build on the support the campaign has generated and to develop the library as 
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a true hub of the community and the surrounding area. This will need money spending on 
the premises to make them properly fit for purpose and we may need to encourage 
County Hall to make the funds available. By happy coincidence, on 18th December the 
Governmentôs Department for Culture, Media and Sport published the Independent 
Library Report for England which highlights the fact that libraries fulfil a vital role as the 
hub of communities and do not simply loan books. The Buntingford Library has a copy of 
this report: if you have time read it, you will find it confirms all that is good about our 
library. If, despite our best efforts, the County Council does not rule in our favour the 
campaign will go on, although it is difficult to see how they can ignore this report as the 
Buntingford Library already performs very successfully the role outlined in it. 

In the meantime a fine example of how the library premises can be used was provided on 
Tuesday 13th January when Jenny Dingley gave an illustrated talk on the history of the 
Buntingford Tannery to some 28 fascinated residents. The tannery was an important 
employer up until 1925 and many of the owners played an important role in the life of the 
town, including promoting the Buntingford railway and donating land north of Norfolk 
Road to be the town's football field. Coming up to date it has been announced that 
Saturday 7th Februrary is National Library Day. County Hall suggest that to celebrate 
residents visit the library. You may think with me that this is not much of a celebration, but 
if you do visit our library you will see a beautiful wall exhibition created by the pupils of 
Layston School.  Well done to our librarians for showcasing the talent of our youngsters.  

Brian Thompson 

 

Sir Oliver's next surgery in Buntingford is on: 

Friday 6th March 2015,  5:00ï6:30pm 
At the Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

By appointment only: please  ring 01462 486074 to make an appointment. 

SIR OLIVER HEALD QC MP  
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT  

FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE  

HOLDS REGULAR SURGERIES FOR ALL CONSTITUENTS  

FOR AN APPOINTMENT  

Please Telephone:  01462 486074  

Email:  oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk  

or look online at:  www.oliverhealdmp.com  
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days at 10am and 8pm; Weekdays at 9:15pm 
Saturdays at 6pm at Puckeridge 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30 to 11am 

Christ Church 
United Reformed Church, Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister: Rev Duncan Goldie Secretary: Peter Godbert 
 The Manse, Meeting Lane,  buntingford.urc@virginmedia.com 
 Melbourn, Cambs SG8 6AN  Tel: 01763 281359 

 Tel: 01763 260747  

Services at 11:00am every Sunday  

 

February 1 Morning Worship Mr Keith Cakebread 
 8 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie 
 15 Morning Worship Mrs Faith Paulding 
 22 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 

March 1 Morning Worship Mrs Penny Flyn 

Tea & coffee is served in the hall following the morning service 
 

Christ Church Lent Course will commence on 25th February and run for 5 weeks. 

The material will be from the York course. We meet at 12:30pm for lunch ï bring your 
own food, tea and coffee will be provided ï and the course will start at 1pm and finish 
prompt at 2pm. 

 REGULAR EVENTS 

Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time, all young people and children 
are welcome. 

Bible Study ï Second Wed of each month in the Hall. Lunch from 12:30pm (bring 

your own food, tea & coffee provided) followed by Bible Study at 1pm. Finishes 2pm. 

The Bright Hour ï Next meetings are on Tuesdays 3rd and 17th February at 

2:30pm in the Church Hall. A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship 

and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2:00pm. 

www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary 's  ð Aspenden  

St .  Peter 's  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  t he  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of  worship across the three churches: St. Peterôs  
in Buntingford has a more contemporary style; St. Maryôs in Aspenden has a more 
traditional style; St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for February 2015 

Sun 1st  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship 

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service 
 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 8th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Praise  

 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship  
 

Sun 15th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Wed 18th 7:00pm St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Service of Ashing 
 

Sun 22nd 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship  

Tea-Time Talks 
Talks followed by tea and home-made cakes! 

Hertfordshire - A Landscape History 
The origins of  our villages and hamlets and why our local 
countryside looks the way it does - A talk by Anne Rowe 

 

 

 

£5  - pay on entrance 
For more information phone Trish 01920 821069 of Helena 01920 822177 

3:30pm Saturday 14th February 
in Standon Village Hall 



18  

 

 The Local Interview: 
Chris Peirce 
It must be amazing to be born with a 
musical talent. Chris Peirce was given a 
Bontempi keyboard at the age of 3, and 
an upright piano at the age of 5, so you 
might think he came from a privileged 
background, but not a bit of it.  His father 
worked on the railways, as did his mother 
before having her two sons. They lived in 
Wealdstone, an area of Harrow with one 
of the highest crime rates. But he was 
lucky to have parents who did all they 
could to help their children succeed, and 
if it meant moving a couple of miles down 
the road to house a piano for their oldest 
boy, thatôs what they did. 

ñMy Dad is my biggest hero in life,ò says 
Chris. ñHe got up, went to work, did his 
job and came home and he never 
expected more than that. But there was a 
deep-set expectation that your child was 
going to do better than you, and I clearly 
had an ability as a musician.ò So, despite little money, at the age of 11 Chris moved from 
the great learning environment of his local primary school to an independent school, the 
John Lyon School in Harrow, where the Head of Music fostered his skills at the organ. 
Chris is still in touch with the two teachers who were most important to him: Michael 
Jones from his primary school and Frederick Goodwin from his secondary school.  

It wasnôt always easy being at a fee-paying independent school when he was on the 
Assisted Places Scheme: ñI was always slightly the poor relation. My Dad wasnôt a 
stockbroker, a lawyer or a doctor. But it instilled in me a social awareness. I understand 

what itôs like not to have enough 
money to get the car repaired. I 
teach in an area where thereôs lots 
of low-paid, low-income families 
and I know what that lifeôs like.ò 

Chris went to Lancaster University 
with an Organ Scholarship and 
learned to teach, then followed that 
with an MA at London University.  
It was through university that he 
was able to link another strand of 
his life with music. Chris was 
brought up in the Free Evangelical 
Church, which doesnôt have organ-
playing at services, but at university 
he was exposed to the Anglican 
liturgy and lots of organ music. His 
church life has always been 
important to him, and he met his 

! ÖÅÒÙ ÙÏÕÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÓ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÅÃÏÃÉÏÕÓ 
ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÔÁÌÅÎÔȢ 
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wife Paula when he became Head of 
Music at Nicholas Breakspear School in  
St Albans where she taught RE. Paula is 
involved with St Richard of Chichester 
Catholic church in Buntingford, where the 
couple were married, and she now works 
at St Edmundôs College, whilst Chris is 
currently Assistant Head at Sheredes 
School in Hoddesdon. 

Although his job as Assistant Head does 
not involved much music teaching, Chris  
is currently Organist and Church Warden 
at St. Peterôs Church in Buntingford 
which not only involves him in a fair 
amount of music, but also in being part of 
a community. In his view, ñthereôs no 
point in worshiping together on a Sunday 
morning if youôre not prepared to unblock 
someoneôs sink on a Tuesday eveningò. 
He has a strong sense that the church 
should be more involved with young 
people in the town: ñBuntingford is a  
hot-spot for young people coming in from 
the outlying villages on a Friday night, 
and they hang around outside The Bull 
with no direction, looking like theyôre a 
nuisance. I know thereôs a youth club at 
the Institute, and thereôs the Cougars  
for football, but itôs not enough: young 
people need leadership.ò He hopes that 
his church might start a youth club (ñbut 
we donôt have a hall!ò). 

Chris is excited about the town growing with new housing developments, and welcomes 
the possibility of new families and young people. ñBut we do need to think about what 
theyôre going to do.ò I ask about the local music scene, and he tells me that 
Hertfordshire doesnôt have a huge music scene, especially not for young people. Chris 
himself has played at a couple of local venues, The Fox at Aspenden being one of them 
ï  ñand by the way, thatôs the best pub in the world, ever!ò 

He has lived in Buntingford with Paula since 2007, and they are committed to the town. 
ñItôs just a lovely place to be. Iôve done what a lot of Buntingford residents have done 
and moved from North London up the A10. The happiest point in my week is Saturday 
morning, walking down the High Street with its independent shops, just being part of a 
community. I walk into The Cheese Shop and Toby knows exactly what I want, though 
heôll try to persuade me to buy something else and I usually do. There can be few small 
towns that are pulling off what Buntingford is pulling off. You know, two independent 
butchers. Weôre a very successful town.ò 

His church, St Peterôs, is 400 years old this year. Chris has an organ in his living room 
which he loves to play. I find myself hoping that there will be celebration events at St 
Peterôs which we can all attend, if only to enjoy hearing a professional musician of 
Chrisôs calibre playing the organ. 

Chris Kell 

!Ó ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎȟ #ÈÒÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÌÁÙÓ  
ÓÏÌÏ ÊÁÚÚ ÇÕÉÔÁÒȢ  Ȭ-ÕÓÉÃÉÁÎȭ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ 
ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ ȰÃÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÌÅÓÓȱȢ 
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

Once again the Christmas Lights were a huge success and thanks 
must go to Graham Bonner and his team for the hard work in lighting 
up the Town. The Lights of Love Ceremony was very well attended 

and thanks go especially to Bill and Edith Stock of Little Hormead for once again 
donating the tree and to Councillor David Ginn for collecting and erecting the tree. 

January 2015 saw many of us attending the Public Inquiry into the planning applications 
for 180 dwellings South of Hare Street Road. Regardless of the outcome, we must thank 
the many people who gave their time freely to help us fight our case, in particular Steve 
Baker who acted as our Planning Consultant and spent many an hour pouring over 
evidence and documents to form a good case and Rob Jameson, our Advocate, who 
acted far beyond his remit to help us. You may have read that East Herts Council 
declined to give evidence at the Inquiry; this left us in a difficult position but nonetheless 
we continued at the Inquiry and presented our evidence as planned. We now await the 
outcome which will be published as soon as possible. 

Before the ink has dried on our letters of objection to Wheatley Homes, we are now 
presented with further development proposals, this time from Bovis Homes for land 
behind Monks Walk and the Bovis Estate for 400 dwellings. The proposals include the 
allocation of land for a first school ï this is the provision of land only and the question of 
who will build the school remains unanswered.  

At this stage we do not know when East Herts Council will make their decision on these 
latest proposals but we are working hard to form relevant comments to the application. 
The application is in two parts: the first is for Outline Permission for the development of 
the site with all matters reserved except for access, and the second is for Full 
Permission for 108 dwellings; this second application will determine, as is implied, all 
matters including layout, design and landscaping. We will continue to update you on the 
progress of this application. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk   Twitter: @buntingfordtc 

Town Council meetings for February 2015 

Thurs 5
th 
Feb 

Thurs 12
th
 Feb 

 
Thurs 26

th 
Feb 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council 

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend.  
Please check the website for updates.  
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  Development in Buntingford and EHDC 
The Public Inquiry into the proposed 180 dwellings on land behind Snells Mead took 
place as scheduled on 6th January.  

This application by Wheatley Homes had been twice rejected by the elected Members of 
the EHDC Development Management Committee and followed a concerted campaign  
by the Buntingford Response Group, which comprises Buntingford Town Council, 
Buntingford Civic Society, BARD and the Buntingford Chamber of Commerce. Reasons 
for rejection were on the grounds of insufficient forward planning and funding for 
Highways infrastructure, Employment opportunities and Education provision. 

EHDC Officers had always backed the rejection and had employed a Planning advocate 
to run the case and present evidence in support. Buntingford Response Group were to 
provide additional evidence as a Rule 6 party and would offer evidence on the 
unsustainability of the application.  

On the first day of the Inquiry EHDC Planning Officers decided to offer no evidence on 
the back of one single report from a Highways survey commissioned by the appellant 
Wheatley Homes. Said report only considered the impact on one junction, that being the 
A10 / Baldock Road roundabout. The survey failed to consider the busier junctions of 
High Street / Baldock Road and Baldock Road / Bowling Green Lane, an omission that 
could be attributable to the developerôs consultantsô lack of knowledge of the town and 
EHDC Plannersô willingness to accept reports commissioned by developers. Perhaps 
these reports should have been independently checked and verified for accuracy and 
non-bias. Officers also seemingly chose to completely ignore the other two reasons why 
members of the DMC voted to reject the Wheatley applications in the first place. 

This effectively meant that EHDC were withdrawing their opposition to the application. 
This action by Officers would appear to be in direct conflict with the views and wishes of 
the elected DMC Members who had previously rejected the applications. It is questioned 
whether the EHDC Officers had the delegated authority to take this action without first 
obtaining the required positive confirmation from delegated members.  

This action at the 12th hour could well have a negative effect on our case and potentially 
lead the Inquiry Inspector to find in favour of Wheatley Homes and the building of 
another 180 dwellings. Whatever the outcome, it begs the question as to whether EHDC 
Planning Officers are determined to recommend approval for all major developments in 
Buntingford irrespective of their effects on the local community.  

Buntingford is now in the position that all parcels of land identified in the ócall for sitesô  
in 2009 have now either been given planning permission, are at appeal, or have 
applications pending. This is driven, there is no doubt, by the fact that Buntingford has 
no green belt protection ï unlike the other towns in East Hertfordshire. 

At the time of writing we have just received notification that Bovis Homes have put in an 
application for another 400 dwellings on land to the west of Buntingford. 

Enough is enough ï the situation is now grave. It would appear that EHDC Planning 
obviously care not one jot about Buntingford's residents or the impact that its óbuild at 
any costô policy will have on Buntingford's existing and future population. We must do all 
we can to ensure that the Bovis application is rejected. 

Buntingford Response Group will lead this campaign and we would urge residents to 
support them in a responsible and concerted manner. 

Graham Bonner ï concerned resident of Buntingford and Town Mayor 
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 News from Your District Councillor 
Firstly may I wish all Journal readers a Happy and Healthy New Year 2015. 

Meeting with Housing Minister 
Once again housing development is very much on the agenda and I have been pushing 
our MP, Sir Oliver Heald QC, to arrange a meeting for us with the planning minister to 
discuss our concerns. As a result Brandon Lewis MP, Minister for Housing, met with 
Oliver, myself and Cllr Stan 
Bull on Wednesday 14th Jan 
at Westminster. The meeting 
was productive and I made 
sure that the minister knows 
where Buntingford is, as well 
as the housing development 
issues we are tackling. His 
advice was to push on with 
our Neighbourhood Plan, 
which should carry more 
weight with planning 
inspectors the more it 
progresses. He could see no 
reason why we canôt ófast-
trackô the Neighbourhood 
Plan ahead of the District 
Plan, and Oliver and I will be 
discussing this with the 
Neighbourhood Plan Team. 

Public Inquiries 
Who said ñJanuary is usually a quiet month éò? Before and after the Christmas break I 
was busy preparing for the Wheatley Areas 2&3 Public Inquiry, which began on 6th Jan 
at Wallfields. Unfortunately, EHDC decided at the last minute, again, to offer no 
evidence  following a report that Wheatley Homes had commissioned regarding the 
Baldock Road/A10 junction which conflicted with EHDCôs own report. They felt it ñswung 
the balanceò away from their evidence, increasing the risk of substantial further costs 
being awarded against the Council. I did not agree with the EHDC decision, but I do not 
think they had any choice in the circumstances. This left the Town Council to present 
Buntingfordôs case along with other members of the community and myself. The 
inspectorôs decision is expected early February. The appeal concerning the Aspenden 
Road application is a one-day informal inquiry on 21st January, again held at Wallfields. I 
am sure there will be strong representation against this unwanted application. 

Amongst all this planning activity Bovis decided to join the throng and presented us with 
an application to build 400+ homes at Buntingford West. Knowing we are in need of a 
site for a new first school, dear old Bovis have kindly offered err é well nothing really! 
They have said that an area of land (that they canôt use for houses because of its 
proximity to the sewage farm) will be made available (not given) to Herts County Council 
for a school (and no, they arenôt offering to build it). So the site they are offering is 
unsuitable for houses but okay for a primary school! Not only that but in phase 1 (108 
homes) they intend using Luynes Rise for all their construction traffic to access the site, 
carefully trying to avoid children on their way to school, people walking their dogs, 
people driving to work ï people in general. Come on, Bovis! Firstly, consult with Herts 
Highways for permission to build a new roundabout on the A10 bypass to access  

,ÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ  3ÉÒ /ÌÉÖÅÒ (ÅÁÌÄ 1# -0ȟ #ÌÌÒ 3ÔÁÎ "ÕÌÌȟ  
"ÒÁÎÄÏÎ ,Å×ÉÓ -0ȟ #ÌÌÒ *Åǟ *ÏÎÅÓ  
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the site; make the area you identified for a school a wildlife/open area; build a new first 
school and give it to HCC ï then we may consider further your planning application.  
If the application for a new roundabout is refused, then that will be the end of it. 

Bowling Green Lane Car Park 
And now some good news! I have been in discussion for the past 3 months with various 
businesses in Buntingford to look at sponsorship of the car park charges at BGL. I am 
pleased to say that at the time of writing I have verbal agreement from a local company 
to pay for the first 3 hours parking. The one-year agreement just requires boardroom 
approval and by the time you read this article I hope all is signed and sealed. With this 
agreement in place we will truly be able to say that we have FREE PARKING in Bowling 
Green Lane Car Park for the first three hours, unlike under the previous arrangement in 
which it was paid for by Buntingford Town Council, which I did not agree with.  

2015 General & Local Government Election 
Finally, I would mention that Local Government elections will be taking place on 7th May 
alongside the General Election, and I will be standing for re-election as a councillor on 
East Herts District Council. 

If you have any issues that I may be able to help with, please contact me. 

Councillor Jeff Jones,  01763 274800,  email: jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk 

 
Royston and District Ramblers Group 

For meeting points and starting times, contact the walk leader or visit the website:  

www.ramblers-herts-northmiddlesex.org.uk  

Click on óGroupsô and then on óRoystonô to find full details 

Walks for February 2015 
Sun 1st Brent Pelham, 11 miles, leader Paul 01763 244038 

Tues 3rd NT guided walk around Wimpole Hall grounds, leaders Ken & Liz  

  07771 636937 

Thurs 5th Great Hormead, 6 miles, leader Paul 01763 271896 

Sun 8th Ashwell, Hinxworth,10 miles, leader Lorraine 01763 242054 

Tues 10th Sawston, Whittlesford, 6 miles, leader Margaret 01763 256788 

Thurs 12th Toft, 7 miles, leader Paul 01763 244038 

Sun 15th Dassels, Hare Street, 8 miles, leader David 01763 242677 

Tues 17th Ashwell, 6 miles, leader Sandy 01763 246240 

Thurs 19th Newport, 6 miles, leader Martin 01763 838190 

Sun 22nd Thriplow, Newton, Foxton, Fowlmere, 9 miles, Margaret 01763 256788 

Tues 24th Orwell, 7 miles, leader Steve 01763 246512  

Thurs 26th Braughing, 6 miles, leaders Bob & Kathy 01763 246988 

M  
Sun 1st Great Offley, 7 + 5 miles figure of eight, leader Paul 01763 244038 
 

Unless otherwise stated:  

Tuesday & Thursday are morning walks, Sunday walks are all day. 

http://www.ramblers-herts-northmiddlesex.org.uk
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 Before, After and Some Bits In-between 
Martin & Mandy ï Part 56 

 

Happy New Year to you all é  I know all of that seems like ages ago, especially if, like 
me, youôve had a busy start to the year, but Happy New Year still needs to be said! 
With a new year we have a new full-colour Journal too, so we thought weôd say very 
little this month so that we could show you some nice before and after pictures! 

As youôre all aware by 
now we have tried to 
save every bit of the 
church that we could,  
so long as that didnôt 
result in anything falling 
off ï and Iôll think youôll 
agree from the picture  
to the left that pretty 
much all of the stone 
around where this 
window should have 
been was indeed in 
danger of falling off!  
It now looks like the 
picture below ï I think 
weôve said before that 
we have tried to ensure 

that we replace like for like where we had to replace, and I am so happy with the  
results ï it now looks like a typical, well cared for, Hertfordshire church window. 

I am reminded on 
every visit how 
important this church 
is in peopleôs lives.  
I met one couple 
who named their 
daughter óLaystonô  
in honour of the 
church as their 
courting had taken 
place there. Also,  
I recently received 
an email from a  
lady whose husband 
proposed to her in 
Layston churchyard. 
She was so shocked she leant against the nearest gravestone, one belonging to 
Sarah Keziah Potter, and she subsequently named her daughter óSarah Keziahô.  
I canôt help thinking that of the two daughters Sarah got the better deal! 

The other óbeforeô and óafterô pictures we have to show you are the two photos on page 
25 taken from the North side of the church. You can see in the first picture at the top of 
the page that the plasterwork on the chancel leaves a lot to be desired, and I can tell 
you that the North wall which you can see behind the gravestones was in a pretty poor 
state. The stonemasons did a lot of work there gently scraping off loose stone until 
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they reached something solid. At one point they sent me a text with a picture of a 
stonemason sitting inside the hole in the wall that this work had produced. That 
particular wall was only a few years away from collapsing altogether.  

Now, as you can see from the picture below, taken at the beginning of the year, all is 
well: the chancel has been re-plastered in traditional lime plaster, the wall has been 
stabilised and repointed, saving most of the original stonework in the process, and  
the windows have been replaced ï a job well done. Weôre hoping to be able to resume 
open days this summer for those who wish to visit: watch this space! 

  For more history and information related to St Bartholomew's, visit: 

www.layston-church.org.uk or follow us on Twitter@layston_herts 
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The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the  

Civic Society or it can be purchased from: 

A CUT ABOVE  ·  BASRAôS SUPERMARKET  ·  THE CO-OP  

COUNTRY FLOWERS  ·  DELISSIMO  ·  MARK DOEL  

PIGGOTTS  ·  SAINSBURYôS ·  THE FOX AT ASPENDEN  

Our members enjoyed Andy 
Smith telling us his life story by 
way of songs played on a 
variety of instruments. Our next 
speaker will be Dr Bill Bolt on 
óAntarctica: The Last Great 

Wildernessô, Monday 9th February, then on 9th March Christine Adams will be telling us 
about when her aunt Miss Savage moved her house ï and not just the contents!  
On April 13th we have Stephen Bernard with a new talk on WWI, óPack Up Your Troublesô. 
All monthly meetings are at Seth Ward Community Centre, Luynes Rise, SG9 9SG. 
Doors open 2pm; guests welcome Ã2. 

Yearly membership of Ã12 is now due, Ã8.50 for members of other U3As. The following 
are proposed new groups: Badminton, Cycling for Pleasure, Motor Cycle Outings, Crafts, 
Social Outings, Water Colour Painting. We are also hoping to start óYou Can Do ITô 
covering Smart Phones, Social Media, ipads & tablets etc. If you would like more details 
of any of these, or about U3A in general, please contact Val Reedman on 01763 272135 
valbuntu3a@gmail.com or look at our website www.buntingfordu3a.co.uk 

U3A is open to anyone no longer in full time work. We have over 35 groups and 370 
members in Buntingford. Itôs a great way to meet new friends and to learn new skills.  
Why donôt you come along or get in touch and find out what you have been missing?  
It is hoped that a new U3A will start in Royston this year. On April 28th there will be a 
public meeting at Royston Town Hall, 2ï4pm. Please try and get along and learn more. 
There arenôt any limits to the number of U3As you can belong to and they all vary. 

SAVOY JAZZ BAND  
At Reed Village Hall 

Saturday 14th March 2015 at 7.30pm 
Hot Supper, Bar and Raffle 

Ã12 adults, Ã6 under 10s 

To secure your place for this popular event ring  
Di on 01763 848481 

Proceeds in aid of the roof fund for the Hall 

mailto:valbuntu3a@gmail.com
http://www.buntingfordu3a.co.uk
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3rd Tuesday,                                       
Contact Carol McKimmie 

Walking Group (2hours 
plus) 01763 271054 

9.50 am ï 12:00pm 

  

Last Thursday                   
Contact Dave Austin 

Wine Appreciation 8pm Seth Ward CC 
Ã7pp + bring 2 glasses 

Wednesdays 
Contact Val Reedman 

Painting for Pleasure 
01763 272135 

4.15 ï 5.15pm 
Freman College 

Wednesdays 
Contact Colin Gibbons 

Individual sessions  
Family History 

In Buntingford 

3rd  Thursday 
Contact Alan Rumble 

Computers (all levels) Ã2 
01920 823608 

2.00pm -4-00pm 
Seth Ward Comm Centre 

2nd  Friday                                           
Contact Roy Ellard 

Digital photography Ã3 
01763 271578 

2.00 pm ï 4pm 
URCH 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays                                       
Contact Christine Jeffries 

Singing for Pleasure 
01763 273466 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm 
Wyddial 

Every Tuesday 
Contact Mo Cook 

Bridge 
01920 821755 

10.00am -1.00pm 
Benson Hall 

1st Tuesday 
Contact Marion Ling 

Church Crawlers 
01763 272368 

Varies 

Mondays                            
Contact Dave Austin 

Keep Fit  Ã2 

  

10am ï 11.30am                     
Seth Ward CommCentre 

Wednesdays 
Contact Val Reedman 

French for Beginners & 
Improvers Ã5 

7.30-8.30pm 
Seth Ward Comm Centre 

Friday (not school hols) 
Contact Rosemary Poulton 

Pilates  Ã5.50 per session 
01763 271598 

12.30pm ï 1.30pm                    
Seth Ward  Comm Centre 

Every Tuesday 
Contact Val Reedman 

Mah Jong Ã2 
01763 272135 

2.00pm ï 4pm 
Benson Hall 

Every Wednesday              
Contact Dave Austin 

Table Tennis  Ã1 (inc 
equipment) 01763 272066 

2pm -3pm 
Seth Ward Comm Centre 

Every Friday 
Contact Val Reedman 

Petanque/Social 
01763 272135 

12.30pm ï 3p 
Crown PH, Market Hill 

3rd Friday 
Contact Carol McKimmie 

Psychology 
01763 271054 

2pm ï 3.30pm 
Buntingford 

Contact Ron Brighten Quizzes 
01763 273175 

Teams for local quizzes. 
As they are advertised 

Alternate Tuesdays 
Brian Evans 01763 271155 

Snooker 
3/17 Feb 3/17/31 March 

3pm Social Club 

Thursdays 
Contact Steve Burton 

T'ai Ji   Ã6 
07968052716 

3pm ï 4.15pm 
Benson Hall 

Contact Jean Cook 

 

Coach trips 
01763 271495 

Please contact to go on list 

Every Monday 
Contact Colin Meehan 

3rd Age Ukes Ã2 
01763 274216 

4pm -5pm 
Seth Ward Comm Centre 



28  

 

 EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 

Drop-in: Telephone: 

Monday 10:00am ï 4:00pm  08444 111 444 

Tuesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm Monday ï Friday 

Wednesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm 10:00am ï 4:00pm  

More support for separating couples and parents 

A new support package for separating couples and parents was announced in the 
autumn by the Ministry of Justice to help people who need to go to court but are not 
represented by a solicitor. 

New Court Support Service 

The court support service will be introduced in civil and family cases. The service will be 
piloted in selected court centres with the aim of rolling it out across England and Wales. 
The service will help you get practical support and information and access free or 
affordable legal advice. The support package will be provided by the Personal Support 
Unit (PSU), the Royal Courts of Justice (RCJ) Advice Bureau, LawWorks and Law for 
Life: the Foundation for Public Legal Education. Support will include: 

¶ more PSUs opened in courts across England and Wales; 

¶ additional LawWorks Clinics to provide initial legal advice; 

¶ advice by phone and email to local and regional centres from RCJ Advice together 
with information and materials; 

¶ a named person in each court centre to manage the new service as well as an 
appointed judge with responsibility for people who are unrepresented. 

Helpline for separating parents in dispute 

The free helpline will be run by the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support 
Service (CAFCASS) in certain pilot areas for six months. It is aimed at separating 
parents who have been unable to resolve their disputes. The helpline will put people 
through to an experienced professional who will act as a single point of contact 
throughout the dispute. 

If you live in a pilot area, you can access the óSupporting separating parents in disputeô 
freephone telephone based service which will discuss your situation, identify your needs 
and then match these to the local services which can provide advice and support. The 
helpline number is 0800 380 0040 and the hours are 9amï5pm.  

Each parent who calls the helpline will be allocated a case worker who will help with 
access to appropriate services and where possible arrange appointments for parents. 
Wherever it is appropriate the service will encourage you to access a suitable form of 
dispute resolution service ï referred to, under the pilots, as a local out of court pathway.  

The initial telephone support will be followed up by a further phone call, around three 
weeks later, to assess progress on the efforts to resolve the dispute and provide further 
assistance where necessary. As this is a pilot, callers may also be contacted at later 
points for evaluation purposes. The helpline cover includes the postcode areas CM21, 
CM23 and SG1-19. 

É Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date version, please visit the  
CAB Adviceguide website at www.adviceguide.org.uk 

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/grown-ups/supporting-separating-parents-in-dispute-pilot.aspx
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
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B U N T I N G F O R D 
I N   T R A N S I T I O N 

I N V I T A T I O N 
Buntingford Transiition High Street Group 
First Meeting: GETTING STARTED 

Thursday 5
th
 February, 19:30  

The White House, 46 High Street 

Our meeting on 9th December was even busier than the first, perhaps because weôve 
had more noise about Buntingfordôs ódesecrationô spread across the pages of Country 
Life and the Daily Mail, joining the noise of diggers carving up our fields along Hare 
Street Road. Growing, too, has been a sense of impotence in the face of assaults by 
ópredatory developersô ï a feeling that perhaps thereôs nothing we can do to stop them. 

Much as we admire and support the efforts of the Civic Society, Town Council, BARD 
and our District Councillors, their powerlessness is palpable: we can protest that our 
infrastructure isnôt up to 1,700 new homes ï that our sewage plant only survives on a 
wing and a prayer, that there are not enough school places, that our roads are not up to 
it, that the health centre is overwhelmed etc. ï but if developers come along with reports 
from óexpertsô who say the opposite, without legislation from Westminster we havenôt got 
a leg to stand on. Our concerns are shared by our MP, Sir Oliver Heald. He wrote to me 
saying: ñI am as unhappy as everyone else that the applications up Hare Street Road 
are proceedingéò  But he rejected our petition for an Early Day Motion to give Councils 
the right to delay applications until they have a District Plan: the best he could offer was 
to deliver our petition to Secretary of State Eric Pickles.  

As Oliverôs party is fond of saying: ñWeôre all in this together!ò and indeed we are. It is 
this sense of togetherness that our meeting on 9th December hopefully fostered. We 
watched Rob Hopkinsô presentation about the origins of Transition in his efforts to halt 
the ñSlow death of Totnesò (www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3L9n20myqk). Our problem 
in Buntingford is different: our growth is a sign of success. People want to come and live 
here. But with that growth thereôs a danger that something important is dying: our sense 
of community, our identity as a thriving community, rather than just a dormitory town. 

So ï what can we do? Several of us at the meeting agreed to pilot óTransition 
Streetsô (see http://www.transitionstreets.org.uk). High Street residents will be getting 
an invitation to our Getting Started meeting on Thursday 5th February. Do come if you 
can ï non-High Street observers are also welcome. The headline attraction is that the 
programme teaches you how to save hundreds of pounds on your domestic bills, but 
everyone whoôs done it says that the best thing is that it helps you get to know your 
neighbours and learn how we can all live more sustainably in our communities.  

The Transition initiative shows us what we can do whatever the lawyers, politicians and 
developers throw at us. We need to grow together as a community to make our town 
sustainable with attractive new jobs, zero-carbon houses, high-speed broadband, 
business hubs/incubators, health centres and a transport infrastructure that meet the 
needs of all. Let us come together as citizens to drive the transition of Buntingford in the 
direction we want, so that we can welcome the new residents we seem destined to have 
to a town that is vibrant and transitioning successfully into the post-carbon era. 

David Woollcombe 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3L9n20myqk
http://www.transitionstreets.org.uk



