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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

First Saturday of the month, 10:00am — 12noon in the
Manor House

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 - 13:00 CLOSED
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700
Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road

Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm

Open:



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Tuesday 2™

Wednesday 3™

Friday 5" &
Saturday 6"

Monday 8"

Wednesday 10"

Thursday 11%

Thursday 11%

Friday 12"

Friday 12" &
Saturday 13"

Friday 19"

Wednesday 24"

Thursday 25

Saturday 27"

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society AGM — Benson Hall.
Enquiries 01920 438482. See page 26 for full details.

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock
Road, Buntingford. June Crew will be speaking about the Joys of
Spring.

8:00pm (Friday) 7:30pm (Saturday) Buntingford Dramatic Society
presents a pantomime — the 'Pied Piper' at Benson Hall, Buntingford.
See page 27.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford U3A Seth Ward Community Centre. Talk
on Hertfordshire convicts sent to Australia 1770-1870.

10:30am — 12 noon BALA Coffee morning at Benson Hall.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford W1 at URC Hall. Vidyut Sharma will be
talking about graphology.

8:00pm British Legion at the Crown Public House, Market Hill.

Between 5:00pm and 6:00pm Oliver Heald MP surgery at the Manor
House, Buntingford

8:00pm (Friday) 2:30pm & 7:30pm (Saturday) Buntingford Dramatic
Society presents a pantomime — the 'Pied Piper' at Benson Hall,
Buntingford. See page 27.

8:00pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at Crown ph. Phil
Wood — Railway slides.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall, Buntingford.
Doors open at 7:00pm. Speaker Lesley Sturdy on Ways with Wood.

9:00am Buntingford Networking Meeting at Buntingford Coffee Shop.
See page 11 for details.

7:30pm for 8:00pm start at Seth Ward Community Centre. British Heart
Foundation Quiz Night. Quiz Master is Jackie Smith. See page 35.



WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY?

MONDAYS

10:15am — 11:30am

10:30am — 12 noon

11:00am

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm

7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 9:45pm
8:15pm
TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am
9:30am — 11:00am
1:00pm — 3:00pm
5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm

7:00pm — 8:15pm

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am

5:30pm — 6:30pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm

6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 8:30pm

8:00pm — 9:00pm
8:00pm

‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery — every two weeks. Contact
Michelle on 01763 272868.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen Harris on
01920 821288.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact
01799 550190.

Cougars Under 7s training, Norfolk Road. Andy on 07941 078069.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon on
01462 642922.

Ladies Exercise Class — Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763
274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on
07739 131694.

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19 years, held
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell Cairns on 07889
288944,

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session. Contact
01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term time
only.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to 5
years, £6.75 per session. It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school.
Booking is required. Please call 01763 289942. Term time only.

Cougars Under 12s Blues training, Norfolk Road. Shaun on 07836 214129.
Cougars Under 14s training, Norfolk Road. Frank on 07768 078167.
Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010.

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course, 'At the end of the
rainbow' tutor Paul Palmer at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details.

Cougars Under 10s training, Norfolk Road. Martin on 07834 318518.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Cougars Under 11s training, Norfolk Road. Sean on 07860 365681.

Classes in classical yoga, relaxation & meditation at Seth Ward Community
Centre. Call Tom Newstead to book on 07900 654227.

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al on
07739 131694.

Ladies Exercise Class — Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact
Jacqui on 01763 274681.

Cougars Under 16s training, Norfolk Road. Mike 01763 271750.
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.



WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY

THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am

9:30am — 11:30am

9:30am
11:00am

1:00pm — 3:00pm

2:15pm — 2:45pm

5:00pm — 6:00pm
5:30pm — 10:00pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:15pm — 7:00pm
8:00pm — 10:00pm
FRIDAYS

9:30am — 10:30am
10:00am — 11:00am

5:00pm — 6:00pm
5:30pm — 8:00pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm
6:30pm — 8:00pm
SATURDAYS
9:00am — 12:30pm

12:00pm — 2:00pm
2:10pm — 4:10pm
4:15pm — 6:15pm

2:00pm — 4:00pm
MONDAY —
THURSDAY
MONDAY - FRIDAY

Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 01763
272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school). Range
of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities, small world
play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time only. £2.50 per child
(tea & coffee, snacks & juice included).

Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Gt Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18 months to 5
years, £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay with their child
1:30pm-2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be accompanied by a
parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school, booking
required. Phone Kim Semple on 01763 289942.

'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet or
biscuit and a picture to colour.

Cougars Under 9s training at Norfolk Road. Kevin 07930 192079.
Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on
01920 821722.

Cougars Under 8s training at Norfolk Road. Matt 07814 838460.

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p for
additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Contact Mandy Sims at
Bramble Hill Children's Centre 07904 955141 while the organisers of Rhyme
Time are on maternity leave.

Cougars Under 15s training at Norfolk Road. Darren 07764 573696.

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 —
19 years. A range of activities, held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road.
Contact Russell Cairns on 07889 288944.

Cougars Under 10s Stripes training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07836 231915.
Cougars Under 12s Whites training at Norfolk Rd. Dave 07786 933963.

Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years. Contact
Philippa on 01762 271010.

14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.
6 — 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

6 — 16 year olds dance workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

All Stagefrights workshops are term-time only, at United Reform Church
Hall, Baldock Road. Contact Dave on 01438 232181 or email
stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to Town
Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past.
Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763
273344 for an appointment.
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OUuT AND ABOUT IN FEBRUARY

Saturday 6" 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.

6" to 28" 12:00pm — 4:00pm Snowdrops at Benington Lordship Gardens. See
page 48 for details.

Saturday 21 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

LOOKING AHEAD

March 7:15pm for 7:30pm start. Quiz night at Benson Hall, Buntingford, to

Saturday 6" raise funds for St Mary's Aspenden Restoration. See page 48 for
details.

Saturday 20" 7:30pm Braughing Music Society — 'Five Star Swing'. See page 21
for details.

Saturday 20" 8:00pm The Royal British Legion, In the Dog House (Dixieland Jazz

band) at Seth Ward Community Centre. See page 37 for full details.

June
Saturday 19" Buntingford Carnival. See page 11 for details.

Vot e o e

If your charity, school, society or clubs events are being advertised in the
Buntingford Journal, we are now able to offer you an additional feature.
The Buntingford Civic Society has set up an events section on its website, at
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk, to post upcoming events, replicating those
published in the Journal. This should mean that your event advertisement will
get seen by a larger audience, resulting in increased attendance.

For more information, please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com




EDITORIAL

The new decade has began rather badly. The prolonged snowy and icy weather
has had an affect on virtually everyone | would think. | must admit that | became
a bit of a hermit over that time. | didn't risk taking the car out anywhere and
walking into Buntingford was somewhat hazardous. The roads and pavements
were treacherous and you took your life into your hands venturing out. All very
well asking people to clear the pavements outside their houses, but most people
who did endeavour to do so just moved the snow into the roads, which seemed
totally pointless. The bad weather has also impacted on the state of the roads.
They weren't in too good a state before the cold snap and are now somewhat
dangerous, so beware of the large potholes. One good thing, the evenings are
getting lighter! Hooray! Anyway, here's hoping that the rest of the year will be
better for everyone.

Don't forget to keep your articles and notifications of events coming in. Again, if
anyone has any ideas on 'different' types of things they would like covered in the
Journal let me know. Also, it would be nice to have the occasional profile on a
local person of interest to share with our readers, so if you know of anyone, or
you are that person, please let me know and | can set up a short interview.

| would still like to hear from the youth of our town, so come on guys, send me in
something, a story, a poem, lyrics to a song!

Let's hope the weather in February isn't a repeat of January and roll on spring. |
can't wait to get back out in the garden.

Aliya Chowney

Editor

Deadline for the March Journal is

12 noon on Tuesday 16" February 2010

Thanks go to Debbie Lemay for proof reading

Copy and diary entries:

Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor, by email

| have been pleasantly surprised about a few events and changes in Buntingford over
2009 and feel | have to give praise where it's due.

Firstly, | must say that the evening Christmas market event on the 4™ December was a
great success again and together with the lovely street light decorations it created a very
festive mood. The scouts' touring 'Santa's Sleigh' is a great annual fund raising event that
| also look forward to. Similarly, the excellent September classic car event went well,
where the good weather played a part in its success, however, we must congratulate the
organisers for all these events for their hard work in putting them together.

I'm pleased to see the old dilapidated house (reputed to be one of the oldest houses in
Buntingford) next to the Co-op in Hare Street Road, has been wonderfully restored.
Although extended extensively, it has been rebuilt sympathetically and fits in well with all
the other old Buntingford buildings. It's a pity about the hideous brick backdrop of the
Co-op which overshadows it, sadly built with no consideration to it's historic neighbour.

Whilst walking through the recreation ground behind the Co-op or 'Spider Park' as was
called, due to the large spider-climbing frame once there, it was pleasing to see it looking
great with no litter or graffiti. The fenced children's play area is particularly good with a
variety of apparatus. | see that several wooden tables and seats have been installed at
the far end, ideal for that picnic in the summer.

Personally, I'm glad so that St Bartholomew's church at Layston has been bought for
restoration as a home, as otherwise it would have remained a ruin until it fell into such a
state that for safety reasons it would have eventually been bulldozed flat. | agree entirely
with Rev. lan Hill's letter in November's issue of the Journal that it's better to save it as a
home than not to have it at all. It's a brave couple willing to tackle this mammoth and
sensitive project and they should be given the backing of the town. It's an excellent
gesture that the new owners, Martin and Mandy, should produce a monthly update of
their progress in the journal and is an article | always read with interest.

Having read Alan Bowell's letter regarding the £1.6m to be spent on each of Hertford and
Bishops Stortford's leisure centres, | was disappointed to hear, as he obviously was, that
no money has been allocated to the Buntingford pool. Although not a regular swimmer
myself, | believe that our swimming pool should be promoted, helped and used as much
as possible, but without the cash injections and the dedication by people like Alan, such
an amenity can not continue to thrive. It's a shame that the councils don't feel the same.
Alan certainly has my support. | despair that as the highest council tax payers in
Hertfordshire, Buntingford constantly seems to be forgotten by both the HCC and EHDC
when it comes to rejuvenating the fabric of our town.

Let's hope for more positive actions for Buntingford in 2010, however, let's not forget that
it's only due to the dedication of people like those mentioned above, that this will happen.

Mike Flexmore



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Aliya by email

In the current Town Council Newsletter | wrote about people not clearing the snow from
their footpaths and the front of their houses for fear of being sued should someone slip
and hurt themselves.

In the winter 2010 edition of Horizons the magazine from HCC there is an article called
"Wise up for Winter" in which the writer says, "We would encourage you to clear the path
in front of your house if you are able, and if anyone injures themselves you will not be
held responsible.”

We have also received correspondence from a company of safety advisers agreeing with
this and endorsing the good neighbour policy .

This is brilliant news.

Our job now must be to get this information to the greatest number of people as possible.

Clir Jean Cook

Dear editor, by email

I wonder if anyone else noticed just how quickly the yellow salt bins emptied during the
snow (but there didn't seem to be much of it on the road) and how suddenly
some peoples drives seemed to clear during the same period.

| thought the idea of having the salt bins was to help keep the roads clear at junctions and
slopes not for private driveways; so if you want to clear your drive, buy your own salt like
the rest of us, and let's keep the salt from the bins for the roads.

Linda Hood

Buntingford Scout Group

A big 'Thank you' to local residents for supporting our annual Santa run this year, which
raised a total of £1576.79.

Jo McNamara

Group Scout Leader

Lynsey lvison Trust

Thank you to everyone that attended our first Trust Quiz Night at Benson Hall on the 15"
January 2010. This event raised a total of £489.34, which will go towards providing
holidays for families.

Please watch out for future Trust events, which will be held later in the year, to include a
Trust bike ride and our annual golf day.
Lauren lvison



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor by email

| would like say a big thank you to all those people in and around the town who helped
keep Buntingford 'open’ during the recent snows and their aftermath.

To the shop owners and staff who kept their businesses running. Delivery drivers who
kept the shops supplied (have you ever tried driving a 40 ton supermarket HGV in snow?
— they did!). The milkman, paper boys and girls, post men and women, home delivery
drivers, window cleaners, teachers (well the schools were open on all but a few days),
doctors and their surgery staff, police, ambulance and fire services, builders, council staff,
local people doing voluntary work and all other service delivery people who coped in very
trying conditions. They all took some risks to support the town and should be
congratulated.

Thanks also to the road gritting drivers and support staff, driving heavy vehicles and
working round the clock, who kept the main roads open. Perhaps a bit of grit could have
been spared for school roads or pavements but that omission is not down to the drivers,
but to Hertfordshire Highways.

Also well done to all the residents of Buntingford who went out in very slippery conditions
to ensure their children went to school, did shopping to feed their families, shopped for
elderly relatives and neighbours and also struggled to their places of work.

It's disappointing then to have to wait 28 days for our bins to be collected! | firmly believe
the crews themselves would have been happy to give it a go but were stopped by their
over cautious and unimaginative EHDC overlords. Why didn't they use a bit of lateral
thinking; Baldock Road, High Street and London Road were gritted and passable, so why
not ask residents of adjacent streets, where they felt able, to bring their bins to the road
junctions for collection. At least that would have alleviated some of the problem. But no,
it's easier just to cancel and unlike a commercial enterprise EHDC gets paid by us
whether a service is provided or not.

The EHDC website advice (12" Jan) said you could take excess waste to your local
waste site. So unlike their instructions to the contractors, WE could risk life and limb
sliding down untreated roads to the Aspenden site to empty our bins!

As the meerkat says in the advert — 'simples, tsk'. Or it is for some.

Brian Lemay
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Buntingford
Carnival Committee

w ‘\ A
Buntingford Carnival Saturday 19" June 2010

It is now February 2010, so can | be the last person to wish you all a Happy New
Year!

Buntingford Carnival is now just over four months away, so hopefully with
nothing to do over the Christmas and New Year period, you will have all been
thinking about what you are going to do and how you are going to dress on
carnival day.

With the theme of Fashion From Around The World
it shouldn't be that hard to come up with something quite outstanding.

Most of the entertainment has been booked and stall and procession forms
should be on their way to you. If you haven't received your form please contact
Helen Baker on 01763 271176.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to phone me on 01763 272177.

All'l can do now is to wish you happy thinking and building and let's make this
carnival one of the most colourful yet.

Ashley Cantor — chairman Buntingford Carnival Committee

Buntingford Networking Meeting
Thursday 25th February

9am at Buntingford Coffee Shop

To ensure the meeting has a business purpose and we all get
something positive out of it, please come prepared to do a 30 second
intro on who you are/what your business is. Also, feel free to bring
along the usual business cards plus any other literature you would
like to display/give out.

We look forward to seeing you there!

. For further information, please contact Fiona or Nicola
email: info@flexystaff.co.uk
telephone: 0870 288 5141
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Poet's Corner

In the first snow and ice | slipped upon our drive,
(to remain upright and unbroken is an aim to which | strive)
[ fell upon my hand and wrist and thought "ouch" and "ooooh!"
imagined a visit to A & E waiting in the queue...

However, very smugly, after 'tubigrip' and days,
the injured area healed itself... | must stop my clumsy ways!

And so we come to New Years Day... I'm reading and feeling A OK,
sitting on my foot, | fall asleep, wake hastily, jump up and sway!
Leg like rubber... no use to man nor beast...
I fall in a heap; think "ouch" and "oooooooooooooh" to say the very least!

I walk about on ankle huge pretending all's o.k. (daft)
finally give in and off to A & E... it's broken (how I laft)...

So, here I am in bright pink cast, temporarily disabled...
| feel as though my crutches make me instantly labelled...
Some people stare, some ignore... yes, even people
you've known before!

I'm not an alien... I've broken my ankle... see
but inside | really am the same old clumsy me!

It's given me an insight to a world of wheelchair use.
[ wouldn't like it permanently... too much silent abuse.

If you meet someone who is physically hampered,
Stop and give them the time of day... make them quite pampered.
Don't talk over them as if they just aren't there,
make them feel important and that you really care.
Cos' until you're in that position... you don't know what it's about,

Teresa Bonner

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE ¢« BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢ CO-OP SUPERMARKET
COUNTRY FLOWERS ¢ DELISSIMO ¢ FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢ KIRKHAMS « MARK DOEL
PEARCE'S FARM SHOP ¢ PIGGOTTS * QUILLER BOOKS « WESTMILL TEA ROOM
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There have been some exciting developments in the Hertfordshire
Village of the Year Competition. Our major sponsor, Calor Gas, is
withdrawing its support for 2010. We are delighted to have secured
replacement sponsorship from the Hertfordshire Community
Foundation. Look out for the new logo in all our Village of the Year
communications. North Hertfordshire District Council continues to
sponsor the Hertfordshire Village of the Year North Award. The IRicresen™"
Chairman of Hertfordshire County Council, Clir Bernard Lloyd, is

kindly hosting our Awards Evening. We hope to have firm news on

other sponsorship soon.

For 2010 we've made some changes to the population limits. A contender for the Small
Village of the Year prize is now defined as one with up to 1,000 inhabitants. The maximum
population for any village taking part has increased to 6,000.

CPRE Hertfordshire has run the competition since 2000. There are four Categories:
Environment, Business, People and Communications. You can enter as many or as
few as you wish. Each carries a plaque and a cash prize. However, you need to enter all
four to compete for the coveted Hertfordshire Village of the Year East, North or West
Trophies.

Who can enter? Any enthusiastic individual or group can co-ordinate an entry provided it
is countersigned by the Parish Council Chair or Clerk. Invitations to enter will arrive with
Parish Councils/regular entrants by February 1% and the entry deadline is 29" April 2010.

Don't think it couldn't be your village? Think again. The Hertfordshire Villages of the
Year East, North and West 2009 were all fine examples of vibrant village life. In all other
respects title winners Woolmer Green, Ashwell and Potten End were as different from
each other as it's possible to be.

What's in it for your village? There are cash prizes. £100 each for the category winners
and the Small Village of the Year; £250 each for the Villages of the Year East, North and
West. There is also the chance of winning the prestigious Hertfordshire Village of the Year
title. More importantly, there is the opportunity to bring the community together, find out
what goes on, celebrate what you do well and see what you can do better.

The Children's Poster Competition run in conjunction with the main competition is open
to all village primary schools. This year's themes are The Best Place in My Village (for
school years Reception — Year 2) and What | Want My Village to Look Like (for school
years 3-6). The deadline for entries is 22" April 2010. The overall winning poster will be
displayed in every village entering the competition.

Hertfordshire's Village of the Year — it could be yours, but only if you enter the
competition. For further information/an entry form call Jo Simson on 01438 717587 or visit
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MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am

February 7 Morning Worship Maureen Kendall
14 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie
21 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham
28 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie

March 7 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie

The Churches Together Lent course starts on the 24™ February for five weeks and will
be held at Christ Church Hall (URC Hall) starting at 12:30pm. Bring your own packed
lunch — tea and coffee will be provided. The material will be from the York course titled
"When | survey ..."

The time, date and material for the evening course at St Peter's is yet to be announced.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all
children and young people.

The Bright Hour — a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting
speakers — meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on
the first Friday of the month.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for
errors or omissions in this publication.




United Benefice of
St. Mary's - Aspenden
St. Peter's — Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin — Wesitmill
Church of England
Reverend lan Hill
Parish office 01763 271552
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY
Please note new service patterns and times

3rd 9:30am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Said Holy Communion (BCP)
7th 9:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill  Holy Communion
10:00am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Family Service
11:00am  St. Peter's — Buntingford All Age Family Worship
6:00pm  St. Peter's — Buntingford United Benefice Service
14th 9:30am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion
11:00am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion
5:45pm  Nevetts Songs of Praise

17t 7:00pm  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill ~ Service of Ashing

Ash Wed

21t 9:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill  Holy Communion
11:00am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Family Praise

28th 9:15am  St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill  Morning Worship

9:30am  St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion

11:00am  St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion

ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie

HOLY MASS is celebrated each:

Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm
Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham
Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

CONFESSIONS are each Saturday from 10:30am — 11.15am
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Buntingford &\ Record turnout for Buntingford's
Chamber of Commerce annual Christmas event

he people of Buntingford turned out in force on the evening of Friday 5"
December, for the annual Lights of Love ceremony and Late Night Shopping
evening. The evening started in the grounds of the Manor House with the
lighting of the Lights of Love Tree in aid of the Isabel Hospice and singing
traditional carols round the tree, which was a very special ceremony.

The weather held off for the evening
and people enjoyed a lovely array of
stalls and shops selling seasonal
goods and gifts, a children's fun fair,
Santa and his sleigh and Christmas
music and lights. It was the highest
turnout in the 17 years that the Late
Night Shopping has been running.

Edina Boutique won the prize for Best
Window Display, chosen by Buntingford
Mayor, Mr Basra.

James Radley, chairman of the
Buntingford Chamber of
Commerce, which organised
the event said, "Once again the
whole town seemed to come
out for a few hours. This just
goes to show what a wonderful
community spirit there is in
Buntingford. | have had
encouraging feedback from the
stallholders and the visitors —
the night market was very
popular and we look forward to
next year's event."

For any further information, you can contact the Buntingford Chamber of Commerce on
01954 253535
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN FC

www.buntingfordtownfc.com
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he winter weather saw 2009 end prematurely as far as football was concerned, and
each of our County League sides managed just two games in December before the
first batch of snow set in.

A 2-2 draw with AFC Hatfield Town and then another 2-2 draw with one of the league's
top teams, Belstone, demonstrated just how much Town's First Team is improving. We
are still low down in the rankings, but have now closed the gap on the sides above us and
3 or 4 good results should see us rise up the table. The team is really beginning to click
and the football played now is of good quality as well as being highly entertaining.

The Reserves have also kicked into gear. In December they won both fixtures with a 5-4
victory over Harpenden Rovers followed by a 6-1 demolition of Bedmond Sports & Social
Club. The league programme was then again disrupted by the weather during early
January; however, the Reserves faced Bedmond once again when most other matches
were postponed and emerged victorious once more, this time with a 3-1 victory away
from home. The Reserves are now in the top half of the table and now hope to continue
their winning ways until the end of the season.

Unusually, it is the Veterans who have had the poorest run. During December a
disappointing 7-1 defeat at Vintage Dundee was followed by elimination in the Herts FA
Veterans Cup The 10-3 defeat at the hands of Broxbourne Borough V&E was a huge
disappointment but the opposition was full of quality and contained players who have
played at a higher level in the past than many of our lads, so no real disgrace there.
Better luck next year guys! During January the Vets returned to the kind of form we have
become used to, with victories over Enfield Vets (4-2) and Walkern Vets (4-1).

Also at the start of the year manager Robin Clark stepped down having watched the team
mature under his leadership during the last couple of years. | would like to express the
club's thanks to Robin for all his hard work; we will miss his enthusiasm and drive, and
hopefully he will stay on as a player. The side will now be run by James Neill and Nick
Savage until the end of the season; what will happen then is unclear, but | hope that with
the support of the squad we will still have a Veterans team next season.

Forthcoming Fixtures:

At the time of writing February fixtures for the County League have yet to be determined
— check our website, www.buntingfordtownfc.com, for up-to-date fixture information.

Here's to a successful 2010!

Chris Thurgill
Chairman, Buntingford Town FC

Date Time Team Opposition

Sun 7" Feb 10:30am | Veterans Standon & Puckeridge Vets (away)

Sun 14" Feb | 10:30am [ Veterans Wormley Vets (home)

Sat 21% Feb 2:00pm | Veterans Little Mordon & Wrestlingworth Vets (away)
Sun 28" Feb | 10:30am | Veterans Guilden Morden Vets (home)
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appy New Year and | hope you had a
great Christmas. | was over the moon g
when | got my laptop this Christmas, \
which | must point out is pink. Also my
boyfriend got me a diamante bracelet and
some Ted Baker toiletries!

Grandad Gift Update:

| must say that my Grandad didn't have such a great Christmas as | did! Last
year you may remember that for Christmas my Nan brought my Grandad a
goat, that went to a needy family in Africa through Oxfam. Well we were all
wondering how Nan could top this. So from the early days of November, Nan
told certain members of our family what she got for Grandad and with my
funny sense of humour | gave Grandad anocther special present. So on
Christmas Day my Grandad opened a little white envelope containing his
present. This read, "Thank You for supplying a block of toilets for a needy
village in Bangladesh." Then my present, to top it off, was a toilet roll. My
Grandad just laughed till he cried and so did all of my family. Grandad's quote
was, "l am now scared of white envelopes."

Starting the New Year off with a...

MOVIE MARATHON! Me and my best friend, Laura McCarthy, spent a whole
weekend eating junk food and watching movie after movie. Then the joyous
snow came and we had some fun time in the snow, when we were supposed
to be in lessons if the school had been open.

Laura is now snake hunting, and is planning to get a corn snake, need name
ideas though. If you have any name ideas for a snake please email
TashaMorrison@live.com

Check out the next issue for my article:
Mysterious Marvellous March
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: BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB :
f A C I U affiliated f F%
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS
Telephone 01763 271889
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

DON'T FORGET CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS NOW OVERDUE
% BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY 3

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize
ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm

Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING

Soetas CF° Soetas 05

J Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2nd Saturday in the month (unless otherwise announced) J

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine,
which are free on 2" Saturday of the month and every Sunday.
Sky Sports

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON'T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members,
you are always welcome to rejoin at anytime.

Friday 2" October — Entertainment Quiz Night. Music, TV Comedy and Film.
Teams up to six people. £1 per person for members and their guests.

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIALS FOR 2010

13" February — Johnny Tait comedian and Bread and Dripping Duo
1% May — Badness (Madness tribute band)
19" June — ABBA Queens
23™ October — Bee Gee Magic

J94949090903 03 NINNNRNRNRRNRNRNRRNRNNNNI88989434949430903838383838377BJ

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change)

6" February — Melody Beats

13" February — Bread and Dripping and Johnny Tait
20" February — The Cheats

27" February — To be announced

6™ March — The Raiders

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT
To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

J949490909033 NI NRNNRNRNRRNRNRNRRNRNRNRNNNN8983494949494309038383838383 83
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BALFF
(formally WEA)

Our Monday evening 6-week course starts on 8" March 2010, our tutor is Terry
Pettigrew and the course is entitled:

'Screen Partners'

When the chemistry between two leading film stars worked wonders at the box office,
studios were quick to cash in, and put them to work, partnering each other, again and
again.

'Screen Partners' is a series of lectures, which looks at the history of magical pairings on
the screen. It traces how these partners came together and analyses what it was about
them that caught the public's imagination.

Among the screen partnerships discussed and analysed in this series of lectures are:

Spencer Tracy & Katherine Hepburn, Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall, Errol Flynn
and Olivia de Havilland, Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, Laurence Olivier and Vivien
Leigh, John Wayne and Maureen O'Hara, Woody Allen and Diane Keaton.

The course also focuses on some of the great screen romantic partnerships in
memorable 'one-off' films such as:

Clark Gable & Vivien Leigh in Gone With The Wind T g
Laurence Olivier & Merle Oberon in Wuthering Heights ) "“ ‘
Humphrey Bogart & Ingrid Bergman in Casablanca v 0 -
Omar Sharif and Julie Christie in Doctor Zhivago etc. etc. -
Monday evening lectures start at 8:00pm until 9:30pm. Coffee is served before the
meeting. If anyone is interested in joining us do just come along, you will be made very
welcome. For further information please phone Julia Peacock on 01763 272584.

| I Isabe! Hospice ({3 FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 21%' February 2010 — 100-mile endurance swim 2010 — Star theme
8:00am — 5:00pm

Following the success of our Spotty swim in 2009, 2010 will see a Star themed
swim. To be held at Haileybury College Pool once again, the Star theme means
you can come as the twinkling variety or the celebrity variety! Swim as a team or
an individual. This is a fantastic way for all the family to have a go and enjoy a
great event while raising much-needed funds for Isabel Hospice. Call Maria
Alexander on 01707 382500 for details.
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Tuesday 2™
Thursday 4"
Sunday 7™

Tuesday 9"

get more out of walking with the Ramblers
Royston and District Group
Walks for February

For times and meeting places please phone the appropriate leaders.
Morning walk Orwell — 5% miles. Leader Veronica 01223 207415

Morning walk Thriplow — 5% miles. Leader Marion 01223 871524

Figure of eight Rushden — 4% miles + 3% miles. Leader David 01763
242677

Morning walk Willian, Graveley — 5% miles. Leader Roger 01462 453752

Thursday 11" Morning walk Anstey — 5 miles. Leader David 01763 242677

Sunday 14"

Tuesday 16"

Linear walk — 12 miles Baldock, Wallington, Sandon, Kelshall, Therfield,
Royston. Leader Christine 01462 734298. No lunch pub stop.

Morning walk Wallington — 6 miles. Leader George 01763 242281

Thursday 18" Morning walk Cottered — 5% miles. Leader Roger 01763 281368

Sunday 21%
Tuesday 23™

Weston — 9 miles. Leader Mick 01763 247579
Morning walk Foxton — 5% miles. Leader Norman 01763 208851

Thursday 25" Morning walk Wandlebury ~ 6 miles. Leader Jane 01763 261565

Sunday 28"

Hatley Wilds — 1172 miles. Leader Paul 01763 244038

Five Star Swing

The best of Swing, Jazz & Blues
from Glen Miller to Jools Holland

Saturday 20" March - 7:30 pm

St Mary's Church, Braughing

Ticket prices: £15 Premium ¢ £12 Standard
£10 restricted view * £15 at the door

Telephone Box Office: 01763 289073
www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk
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g % Millfield First and Nursery School £ H

eturning to school after the Christmas holiday has been a challenge with the snowy
weather. However we are now hoping to return to normal!

Key Stage 1 enjoyed a wonderful winter walk to
inspire their art work. We have welcomed lots of
new faces into our school into both our Nursery
and Reception Classes. They all seem to be
settling in and we hope they will be really happy
with us.

We have started two new clubs this half term:
Speed Stacking Club and Recorder Club, both
are proving very popular.

Our Key Stage 2 pupils are starting a new topic
about World War 2. In February a visit has been
booked by a company who will teach the children
about life in the Second World War. The children
will come to school dressed as 1940s children
and learn what evacuation would have been like.
Key Stage 1 pupils are learning about Transport
and are looking forward to a visit to the London
Transport Museum at Covent Garden in
February.

We visited the BETT (British Education and
Training Technology) Show to collect our ICT
Mark Award from BECTA (BECTA is the
government agency leading the national drive to
ensure the effective and innovative use of
technology for learning). Other head teachers
from around the country were also there to
receive the award at the presentation.

Millfield Little Stars

This term Millfield Little Stars have welcomed some new children. Little Stars offers
flexibility to its parents who can choose which days and hours they would like their child
to come along.

This term Little Stars plan to invite grandparents along for a 'Stay and Play Session' when
grandparents will be able to come along and see just what goes on at Little Stars.

The children will, rain or shine, be out in our fantastic outdoor environment playing with a
wide range of equipment.
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Little Stars are opening their doors for visitors on Tuesday 23™ February. Everyone is
welcome to come along, bringing their children, from 1:30pm — 2:45pm and see the
facilities. The staff will be on hand to talk about all that Little Stars have to offer. If you
would like any further details please ring the school office on 01763 271717.

Kathy Willett
Headteacher

PoOLICE MATTERS

The Locality Panel Meeting for the villages to the east side of the A10 was held on
Wednesday 13" January 2010 and the objectives for The Buntingford Safer
Neighbourhood Team to Police for the next three months were set. They are:

. HARE COURSING - villages from Anstey through to Braughing
. SPEEDING — A120 Standon and B1368 through villages
. FLY TIPPING —in and around all villages

If you see a group of men with lurcher type dogs in a field, there is the very real chance
they are hare coursing. You must ring 999 immediately if you see this happening or 0845
33 00 222 if you think it has happened. We need descriptions of persons involved, any
vehicles used and locations.

If you know of an area that is continually being used for fly tipping, either ring East Herts
District Council on 01279 655261 or go online and report it or ring 0845 33 00 222.

Thank you.
PCSO 6666 Amanda Higham — Buntingford Safer Neighbourhood team
amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk

| HerTFORDSHIRE |

MEET YOUR LOCAL PCSO

If you have any issues you would like to talk about with your Police Community Support

Officers, Amanda Higham and Steve Whittaker, or you just want to say hello, they will be

at the specified venues as listed below. (Times are subject to change at short notice)
Telephone 0845 33 00 222

PCSO: Date: Time: Venue:

Amanda Wed 3™ 1:00pm — 1:45pm Maltings Lane, Braughing

Steve Wed 3™ tbe Community Café, Puckeridge

Amanda Wed 10" | 6:00am — 6:30pm High Street, Harestreet

Steve Fri 12" 10:00am Opposite Post Office, Standon High Street

Steve Tue 16™ | 12:00pm Kick and Dicky, Wellpond Green

Amanda Wed 17" | 10:00am — 10:30am | Whitebarns, Furneaux Pelham

Steve Tue 23 | 5:00pm Community Centre, Puckeridge

Amanda Wed 24™ [12:30pm - 1:00pm | Outside Village Hall, Meesden

Amanda Wed 24™ | 1:00pm — 1:30pm Outside Village Hall, Brent Pelham
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And now a spot of history

(Part 6)
Martin & Mandy

The wheels of the planning system in the UK move remarkably slowly and while we have
been working on the designs for St Bartholomew's we have also been discovering the
history that goes with some of the residents of the chancel, so we thought this month
we'd like to share some of that history with you all. So here follows the sad tale of Joan
Crowch, her daughter Jane and husband George.

Jane Freeman was the apple of her father's eye. She had survived against all the odds;
all her brothers and sisters had died, mostly in their infancy, leaving Jane an heiress to
her father's vast estates. Jane was born in January 1603, the daughter of Ralph Freeman
and Joan Crowch. She was christened in the Freeman family church in London where the
Freeman's had their London home and is commemorated on the Crowch memorial in the
chancel of St Bartholomew's.

Not long after Jane was born, her father and his brother, William Freeman, purchased a
fine manor in Aspenden in northern Hertfordshire. Aspenden Hall was to be the family
home for both Ralph and William and their families for many generations to come. So it
was rather fortuitous that the brothers had married two sisters, Joan and Elizabeth
Crowch, daughters of John Crowch of Corneybury in Layston.

Ralph Freeman and his brother William were wealthy merchants of London and members
of the Clothworker's Guild. The year following Ralph and Joan's wedding in 1596 at St
Bartholomew's in Layston, Ralph's brother, Wiliam married Joan's eldest sister,
Elizabeth. Elizabeth was already a widow at the young age of 30, her husband Matthew
Flyer, a merchant of London, whom she had married in 1586 at St Lawrence Jewry in
London, had died the previous year.

It was at St Mary’s church, Aspenden where many of the children of Ralph and Joan
Freeman were baptized and unfortunately where many of them were buried. Their first
child William was born in 1598 but died the same year. Their second child, also called
William was born two years later but also failed to survive infancy and died in 1601. The
following year Ralph and Joan celebrated the birth of their first daughter who was named
Jane after her mother’s sister. Jane was baptized on 30" January 1603 at St Michael
Cornhill in London. Three further children were born to Ralph and Joan — John, Mary and
Raphael, unfortunately none survived infancy.

During these years William and Elizabeth Freeman had three children. Joan was born in
early 1599, Ralph Freeman Il in 1600 and their last child, Elizabeth was born in 1602.
Thankfully all three children survived to adulthood.

Ralph and William spent a good part of their considerable fortunes in enhancing their
home during the next few years. It was classified as a minor manor house when they
bought it but they converted it into a much larger courtyard styled residence and although
Ralph concentrated on his business affairs, eventually being knighted and becoming Lord
Mayor of London, William was intent on seeing his family established in Hertfordshire.

Ralph’s commitment to his business affairs most likely came about following the death of
his young wife in 1615. Sadly Joan Freeman (nee Crowch) died in May of that year and
was buried in St Michael Cornhill in the family vault.

Young Jane was not even a teenager when her mother died, but she was cared for by
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her aunt and uncle until eventually a husband was found for her. Obviously he had to be
a person of title, wealth and substance, as his future wife came with a considerable
dowry.

Sir George Sondes, of Lees Court in Kent, became the lucky gentleman. He married
Jane Freeman at St Michael Cornhill in September of 1620. Jane was just 19 and her
husband was only 21 but the future looked very bright for the young couple.

In 1623 Sir Ralph Freeman, the elder, was elected Sheriff of London and in 1633 elected
Lord Mayor of London with much pageantry and fan fare. Unfortunately Ralph didn't
complete his mayoralty, as he died that same year. Throughout his life he had pursued a
career as a trading magnate in the Levant and East India companies, a liveryman in the
Clothworker's Company, an alderman and Sheriff of London, with much success in all
avenues of his life. There is a memorial plaque to honour Sir Ralph Freeman in St Mary's
church, Aspenden. He was 74 at the time of his death. He also left his half share of
Aspenden Hall to his nephew and namesake, Ralph Freeman II.

Jane and George Sondes moved to Lees Court in Kent where they started their family.
Their children were christened in the family church of St James in Sheldwich. Most of
their children died before the age of five but two boys lived and the eldest was called
Freeman Sondes, the younger was named George after his father. Freeman sadly died
aged four, but 18 months later another son was born to George and Jane. He was also
christened Freeman.

Unfortunately Jane Sondes (nee Freeman) died soon thereafter, leaving Sir George with
two boys aged four (George) and 18-months (Freeman) to raise alone. These two little
boys were to grow up and act out a major drama in Lees Court. It was a large, influential
household; Sir George had his own bread baked; his own beer brewed; he ate his own
meat, fruit, vegetables. His own carpenters made furniture and carried out repairs. His
many maids wore simple uniforms made from flax grown on his own estate. Lees Court
had its own chapel where prayers were said daily — on Sundays they were in Sheldwich
Church. Sir George had 50 horses, 500 sheep and over 100 cattle. His granaries held
over 1000 quarters of his own wheat and malt, together with barns full of corn, flax and
hops.

When George was 10 and Freeman 8, their father was imprisoned in the Tower of
London for several years. Eventually, with the king restored to his throne, Sir George was
released. Extensive renovations of Lees Court were undertaken by George and with the
completion of his home, his fortunes improved. Sir George was very protective of his
boys and tried hard to keep them out of mischief. They were taught singing; fencing,
riding, dancing, and they had to read two chapters of their Bible every night. He
commented that he kept them 'from idle company and not fitting sports. | dissuaded them
from debauchery. No man can tax me for swearing, drinking, whoring or gaming.'

Unfortunately that didn't work! Both boys got heavily into cock fighting and gambling and
spent a fortune on fancy clothes. George used to ride over to Lynsted to visit his uncle
Nicholas where he took a shine to his cousin, Anne — a beauty without money. Anne
possibly became pregnant by him (despite 'fornication' being punishable by 3 months in
prison) and so they thought they had better get married. A furious Sir George stormed
over to Lynsted and said "If she be with child, the bastard must be kept: but | tell you
George, if you marry her, you must not come to look within my doors." Half an hour after
his father left, young George followed and the affair was over.

continued over ...
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Despite this, George was the heir and still loved, whilst Freeman felt left out. Although
'religious and learned' he may have been pockmarked because he cost his father £40 to
be cured of smallpox. His father thought he was bored, stubborn and difficult, 'pleasing
and courteous to no one, but cross-grained to all, as much to his father as any, and |
knew not how to break him of it'. Others just found Freeman to be shy — he may well have
been unhappy at having no mother, a father who preferred his brother, and a brother with
a life of his own, or perhaps he was becoming increasingly ill, though not physically.

Freeman took to feeling disgust when his father was around and took to hiding for long
periods. He would go to London without telling anyone and spend all his allowance on
mistresses, gambling and clothes.

Easter Day was on 15" April in 1655. The two brothers were summoned to be at home
for the festival. Both boys had grey doublets for riding but George had gone off without
knowing that his manservant had packed Freeman's doublet by mistake: George had
worn it out and had it repaired. A week after Easter Sir George heard the boys arguing
over the doublet in George's bedroom. Next day the argument continued and Sir George
warned Freeman that if he didn't do as he was told he'd lose his allowance. Two days
later the argument returned and, for the first and last time, Sir George hit Freeman who
went white and sat in aggrieved silence for nearly five hours. He decided he had no future
and should kill his father and brother.

The 7" August was a fine day and Freeman rose early, opened a chest and took out a
butcher's meat cleaver and a dagger. About 5:00am he tiptoed into his brother's room
where George was sleeping heavily. Freeman hit him five times with the back of the
cleaver. George was mortally wounded, as his brother turned onto his back and moaned,
Freeman took the dagger and stabbed seven times around the heart. Freeman threw the
cleaver out of the window and, feeling more victim than murderer, went to his father's
room. He drew the bed curtains and shook the sleeping Sir George with his bloody
hands. "Father" he said, "l have killed my brother". Sir George tried to take it in. "What
sayest thou? Hast thou, wretch, killed thy brother? Then thou hadst best kill me too!" "No
sir," said Freeman, "l have done enough."

Servants were called and Freeman was locked in his bedroom. Someone saddled a
horse and went to the Justice of the Peace. Father and son never met again. The Assizes
met in Maidstone, Freeman pleaded guilty and was thrown in the dungeon. On August
21% Freeman Sondes mounted the scaffold and was hanged on Penenden Heath.

For the full story (and other history relating to St Bartholomew's) take a look in the
'Historical documents' section on www.layston-church.org.uk

Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society

Annual General Meeting, 8:00pm on Tuesday 2n February 2010 at Benson Hall.
New members welcome to join our society, which was formed in 1956.

Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month at
8:00pm at Benson Hall, Buntingford.

Any enquiries, please telephone Mr W Lodge — secretary on
01920 438482
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Buntingford Dramatic Society presents ...

Jhe Pied Pipen

. th A Pantomime by Bob Heather
Friday 5 February - 8pm

Saturday 6™ February — 7:30pm ';'“: r:,

Friday 12" February — 8pm /o . !

Saturday 13" February — 2:30pm & 7: 30pm ///f?i/’ 7
At the Benson Hall .

(opposite the Co-op)
Buntingford, SG9 9HT

Licensed Bar /

Got any

. ) T{ cheese?
Tickets £7.50 & £5.00 A \
COHCG?SIOI‘IS ‘ ( Booing and hissing the | f..i‘,) \
from Kirkhams, \ baddies and cheering % \g
High Street, Buntingford | on the goodies is <l

compulsory!

For more information visit our website
www.buntingforddrama.org or phone Gill on 01763 274250

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR MEMBERS

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 3™ February 2010 when June
Crew will be speaking about the Joys of Spring.

Well, we have had the cold winter we wanted to get rid of the
bugs, which seemed to have resisted our warmer winters. Now
we have had enough and we want to get on with planning in our
gardens etc. | hope that by the time this Journal is published, we
will have had some sunshine to encourage us to venture into the
garden.

The meeting is held at the URC hall in Baldock Road, at 7:45pm
for 8:00pm and all present, lapsed and new prospective members
are very welcome. So do come along and enjoy the Joys of
Spring. The competition is a snowdrop.

Margaret Howarth — 01763 289211
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ANGELS AND CAMELS REACH OUT

And they came from Aspenden, Buntingford, Westmill and Great Hormead!

At the start of Advent December 2009, a band of Angels, a camel, one sheep and a
donkey set out around Buntingford and Great Hormead to tell the account of the very first
Christmas to children and their accompanying adults.

Singing Angel Sarah, helped Hump-
free the camel, Ewe the shy sheep
and Daisy the hyperactive donkey,
tell of the night Jesus was born.
Sleepy Angel Lesley and domestic
Angel Sarah helped the children and
adults appreciate the magnificence of
the night, by getting them to dress up
as shepherds, wise men, Mary and
Joseph, even more but cuter angels
and an all important star. Oh, not
forgetting the brilliantly acted sheep
and donkey!

The children joined in singing 'Away
in a manger,' 'Little donkey,' "Twinkle twinkle little star' and a few other nursery rhymes
that if you stretched the imagination... fit the theme!

Gold, frankincense and myrrh were
handed around to be thoroughly
examined, smelt and worn! Wooden
nativity figures and small hand
puppets were also keenly
investigated and talked about. (And
that was just by the adults!!) All was
finished off with a prayer for the
families and cake or chocolate.

Each adult was given a leaflet,
which contained a colouring picture
of the nativity, an account of the
Nativity taken from the Bible and an
invitation to attend any or all of the
carol services in the three churches
of the benefice.

The project reached over 100 people, most of who were not churchgoers. The team were
asked to go back in 2010 and to consider telling the Easter story in the same way. Seven
venues were able to be visited with six other requests for the team to go to them. Maybe
with a lot of prayer and a larger team of willing volunteers, this out-reach project could
continue and expand.
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL

J anuary, named after the god Janus who has two faces looking in opposite directions,
is a time for both looking back and looking forward.

Looking back to last term, Layston
children enjoyed an exciting end of term
with Christmas parties and three very
successful performances of their play, 'An
Out of This World Christmas'.

Snow has played an important
part in our lives both before
and after Christmas. We had
great fun in the snow.
Reception children especially
enjoyed following animal tracks
and a number of very well
dressed snowmen appeared on
our field.

This term, Year 2 have already had a very interesting 'Reminiscences' afternoon
interviewing their grandparents as part of their new history topic. We are all looking
forward to taking part in the 'Let's Get Cooking!" project and starting a cooking club. Key
Stage 1 are also looking forward to improving their singing with Neil Bell from 'Sing Up'.

Find out more about our school by looking on our website www.layston.herts.sch.uk
or phone 01763 271235 if you would like to come to visit us.
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Freman NEWS FROM FREMAN COLLEGE

COLLEGE

ast half term was as
busy as ever with lots of hard
work for all year groups as
well as a wide array of extra-
curricular activities, including House
cross-country, basketball, rugby and
hockey. In November the annual
Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet,
was a great success while the
audience for the Upper Sixth Drama
group's performance also enjoyed
performances of outstanding quality.

The end of term brought with
it many of our traditional
Freman Christmas activities.
This year's Christmas
hampers made and filled
by tutor groups were,
in many cases, truly
spectacular. We certainly
turned some heads as a four
foot angel, a giant elf shoe
and Santa's sleigh to mention
but a few, were delivered
laden with presents, to the
older members of our

community. It is great to see
how this tradition has gone from strength to strength in recent years and | like to think that
this reflects the emphasis we place on helping others. We have received some lovely
thank you letters and the students' hard work has certainly been appreciated.

The Christmas concert was a treat this year with a great mix of music including a great
selection of music from films. There were many fantastic performances and it was great to
see so many A Year musicians taking part.

It is such a shame that the awful weather that has blighted recent weeks brought the term
to an untimely halt, depriving us of one of the most popular of our Christmas traditions, the
Sixth Form Awards. As it turns out, this was but the first of several lovely events to suffer
as a result of the snow.

Our return to college has been hit badly by the continuing bad weather. We have tried hard
to keep the college open, mindful of the Sixth Form's impending A level module exams and
the pressures to keep on track with GCSE work, including coursework. However,
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Prize giving and the Intermission Play have both had to be cancelled. It is heart-breaking
to have to make these decisions but the weather left us no option.

However, the weather did not prevent the E Years from facing their day of reckoning when
they received their Mock GCSE results on the first Wednesday morning. | am pleased to
say that there were many smiling faces and very few students who received a nasty
surprise when they opened their envelopes. This experience provides a real impetus to
make the very most of the remaining term before their final exams and will also help them
in making their final decisions about what they plan to do in the next academic year.

The term ahead remains a busy one. We have House Music to look forward to — surely the
snow will have stopped falling by the beginning of February — as well as House basketball,
football, netball and swimming. Soon the | Year will need to start planning their work
experience placements in June while after half term, our A Year students will begin the
process of thinking about what subjects they will be studying in the | Year.

Helen Loughran
Headteacher

Students cook up a storm

The race is on to find Tesco Magazine's Young
Cook of the Year and it could be a Freman
student.

The Food Technology Department saw fierce
competition as over 100 battled in round one of
the competition, organised by teacher, Julie
Pagram.

Students had the task of creating a delicious two-
course family meal. Eight cooks were left
standing to proceed to the 'cook-off' in a few
weeks' time; Josh Allen, Harry Clifford, Ellie
Debnam, Chloe Rogers, Sarah Meadows, Emma
Leopold, Jennifer Green and Jamie Seabrook.

The overall winner from Freman will go through
to a regional final. Prizes up for grabs include a
family holiday to Florida and cooking equipment
for the school.

Contender, Emma, said: "I'm really pleased I've made it through. It's great to try out new
recipes and experiment with new dishes."

Headteacher, Helen Loughran, added: "I was so impressed by the large number of
students who entered the competition and the delicious recipes they came up with. The
competition to get through to the cook-off and into the regional final is going to be very
tough. | have already offered my services as a judge!"

The competition is sponsored by Tesco in Royston.
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'Fit Together'

d]@]@@ Uﬂ[@ y@uw @@H]@@& The Buntingford Gym

If local feedback is anything to go by, then one of Buntingford's little known secrets is
the existence in the town of a fithess centre at Park Farm Estate (situated north end of
the High Street). The 'Fit Together' gym is now in it's fourth year and continues to go
from strength to strength.

At its inception, principal trainer and local man, Allan Clark, realised Buntingford had a
real need for a proper fitness facility, but that the size of the town would probably
preclude government or major chains stepping in with substantial resources.
Meanwhile personal experience indicated just how costly, time consuming and de-
motivating travelling to out-to-town gyms could prove.

While the Buntingford gym occupies over a thousand square feet and contains all the
customary professional gym equipment (rowing machine, cross trainer, treadmills,
cycles, weight stations etc.), it is the unique 'Fit Together' approach to training that
differentiates this gym from others.

As Allan explains, "My aim was to establish the kind of fitness venue that | would
actually like to visit, ie suitable for folk of ordinary fitness levels, where realistic goals
could be achieved with flexible motivation, varied routines and within a pleasant,
sociable environment. In fact, one of the most rewarding aspects of my job is being
able to be part of the constant friendly banter between clients."

At 'Fit Together' numbers are
limited per session and by
appointment, so there is no
overcrowding or feeling of |
being intimidated. This also |
has the advantage of |
maintaining a high level of
motivational input by the
trainer, but without the huge
costs associated with one to
one personal raining. This
concept has proven extremely
successful across a broad
spectrum of age and ability
levels. But most of all — it's
fun!

If your New Year resolution for 2010 is to get fit or to lose those extra pounds gained
over the Christmas period, give Allan a call on 07739 131 694 and book your
appointment at:

'Fit Together'

Unit 29 Park Farm Industrial Estate

Buntingford

Herts

SG9 9AZ

www.buntingfordgym.co.uk
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-3 GARDENING YEAR {-
FEBRUARY

Writing this in early January, with everything covered in snow, makes it difficult to raise
enthusiasm for gardening. But when the snow eventually goes there will be plenty to do
in preparation for the approaching growing season. Once spring arrives, everything will
need doing at once, so anything you can do in February will be a bonus.

General

¢ Finish winter digging and improve your soil by working in organic matter.
e [f you have poor soil, why not make a raised bed and buy in top soil.

e Clear the last of the autumn leaves from odd corners of the garden.

Vegetables

e Prepare soil for sowing, then warm it up and dry out the surface by covering with a
sheet of plastic for a few weeks. This will allow you to make an early start to sowing
this year's crop.

e Start chitting potato tubers.

e Sow tomato seeds if you have a heated greenhouse.

Trees and Shrubs

e Thin out overgrown shrubs by cutting out a few of the oldest looking branches at the
base of the plant.

e Plant new rose bushes if ground is workable and prune back to 20cm (8").

e Prune summer flowering clematis to just above lowest set of buds.

Lawns
e Repair any hollows or bumps in the lawn.
o If wet or frosty keep off the grass as much as you can.

Flowers & Patio Pots
e Lift and divide snowdrops.

e Deadhead pansies and violas and pinch out faded cyclamen flowers at the base of
the stem.

Ponds
e Rake out dead leaves before they rot and foul the water.
e Clear dead foliage from pond margins.

Top Tips

e If you can't do any gardening because of the weather why not spend a bit of time
tidying your shed and cleaning tools.

e Have your mower serviced before the spring rush.

e |f your pond is frozen melt a hole by placing a saucepan of hot water on top of the ice.
Frogs, fish and other pond life need to breathe. Never break the ice with a hammer or
the shock waves will kill your fish.

Brian Lemay
brian.lemay@talktalk.net
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gB(if% Buntingford Civic Society

s s 'HAVE A VOICE' - IT'S COLD
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At the time of writing the temperature is below freezing and there are forecasts of more
snow.

The pre-Christmas snowfall looked wonderful and children on holiday were having great
fun sledging and snowballing. It wasn't much fun negotiating the High Street and side
roads when snow turned to slush and then impacted ice. Out and about was treacherous
and hazardous to young and old alike, with the risk of falls and serious injury. It poses the
question — why aren't retailers and householders required to clear frontages to their
properties? In more northern countries it is the case and life goes on more or less
normally when there are snowfalls. Here we descend into chaos without good reason.

Congratulations to Inspector Kennedy and his colleagues and partners on the quick start
to the Community Pride initiative. The garden and frontage to the Baldock Road police
station is looking good and the traditional blue lamp is a pleasing addition. Let's all
support this initiative and deal with the so called 'broken window' syndrome — you know,
ignore areas of vandalism and neglect and before long the whole place deteriorates.

The Town Plan with Clir. John Warren's leadership is progressing. At the end of the day
the aim is an action based plan, which will inform and influence EHC and HCC to be
sensitive towards Buntingford's growth whilst retaining the basic characteristics of the
Town.

A report on Regional Planning in November made clear that the East of England Plan
retains full development plan status. Anglian Water is the main sewerage undertaker for
the region as well as water supplier. A report submitted by Anglian Water, in conjunction
with the Environmental Agency, restates the concerns on meeting water services to large
-scale developments including Stevenage and East Herts.

The Civic Society Executive Committee will shortly respond to the questions raised
by the Civic Society Initiative and it will be published on our website,
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.

Derek K Cooper, chairman

Check out our website at http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not

necessarily those of the editor.
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Quiz Night

proceeds to the British Heart Foundation
® Saturday 27" February
7:30pm for 8:00pm start (O

at Seth Ward Community Centre
Quiz Master Jackie Smith
£6 per head including supper

2
Teams up to 8 people ﬁ;

gﬁ

For tickets phone Jackie on 01 47
or Mark on 07736 676028

BUNTINGFORD W.I.

Keith Baldwin was the speaker at our December meeting and his talk entitled
'Christmas Greetings' was very entertaining, with Christmas-related stories from
the likes of George Bernard Shaw (who apparently hated Christmas), Charles
Dickens, Dylan Thomas and Pam Ayres. My personal favourite was 'The
Christmas Story' which was written by 6-year old Holly Simpson, who told us
that when the three wise men came to visit baby Jesus they brought 'a golden
thing, frankincense and some myrrh for when the baby's teeth come through!'

Keith gave us his tip for buying Christmas presents: get the same thing for
everybody. This year everyone on his list, regardless of age, got a miniature
chess set!

Because of the dreadful weather we had to cancel our January meeting, which
would have been our New Year party.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 11" February when Vidyut Sharma will be
coming to talk to us about graphology. This will be at the usual place — the
United Reformed Church Hall — at 7:45pm and visitors are always welcome.
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 -
Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm CItlz_ens
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm advice

Wednesdays  10:00am — 1:00pm bureau
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

Pre-Budget Report 2009

Measures announced in the Chancellor's Pre-Budget Report (PBR) on 9" December
include:

e Personal tax allowances and thresholds in 2010/11 will be frozen at 2009/10 rates.
e Basic rate income tax remains at 20 per cent and higher rate at 40 per cent.

¢ An additional rate of 50 per cent will apply to taxable income over £150,000.

¢ Inheritance tax nil rate threshold will be frozen at £325,000 in 2010/11.

e Standard rate VAT returns to 17.5 per cent from 1% January 2010.

e National insurance thresholds and rates remain at their current levels in 2010/11.

e A landline duty of 50p per month for each telephone landline will be introduced from
1% October 2010.

¢ Basic state retirement pension to increase by 2.5 per cent, the child element of child
tax credit by £20 above earnings indexation, and other benefits and tax credits
normally linked to the Retail Prices Index by 1.5 per cent, from April 2010.

e When calculating tax credit overpayments for people who start living together, or
separate, and report the changes late, HM Revenue and Customs will take into
account what they would have been entitled to had they reported the change
promptly. This will start in January 2010, on a date to be confirmed.

e Postponing to April 2011 the reform of local housing allowance that would have meant
claimants were no longer permitted to receive more in housing benefit than they have
to pay in rent.

¢ The standard interest rate used to calculate Support for Mortgage Interest in certain
means-tested benefits is frozen at 6.08 per cent until 30 June 2010.

e 18-24 year-olds claiming jobseeker's allowance for six months to be guaranteed a job,
work placement or work-related skills training.

¢ Financial support for undergraduates undertaking short unpaid internships in certain
professions.

e Allowing parents to divide a period of paid leave between them in the second six
months of their child's life.

¢ In England, free school meals to be extended to primary school pupils in low income
working families from September 2010.

¢ In England, additional funding for energy efficiency, including Warm Front.

e In England, a £400 incentive to help up to 125,000 households upgrade to an energy
efficient boiler.
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Bishop Seth Ward's Hospital

Buntingford Almshouse
Registered Charity 240885

ALMSHOUSE VACANCIES

Applications are invited from residents of Buntingford or the surrounding villages
for an Almshouse in Buntingford.

Two dwellings will be available in the New Year, each comprising:
Bedroom, upstairs bathroom/shower and WC,
Living Room, Kitchen, downstairs WC.

Residents pay a weekly contribution charge
to include heating, hot water and personal alarm.

Applicants must be over 60 years of age, capable of looking after themselves
and able to climb a narrow staircase.

Applications in writing to:
Mrs V Hume, Secretary,
38 Monks Walk, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9EE

Closing date for applications 16" February 2010

Buntingford Branch of The Royal British Legion

In the Dog House — Dixieland Jazz Band

on March 20" at 8pm

Seth Ward Community Centre —
Buntingford

Tickets £10

FHot Food and Licensed Bar

Please contact Di Bamford (early please)

on01763 848481

All proceeds to the RBL. Poppy Appeal




BUNTINGFORD COUGARS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

- Affiliated to Hertfordshire County Youth Football Association -

>

Founded 1971

With the season half way through, how time flies. Christmas came along with the snow
and put a stop to all games for over four weeks. It gave the managers and coaches a
good rest but the boys and girls drove their parents up the wall,

The season is going well for all teams and there is a still lot of football to be played,
Cougars are starting a new Under 6's team so if you would like your child, boy or girl, to
come and play and have some fun, then please give Dave a call on 07786 933963 for
more details.

All the days and times that Cougars train are now in the 'What's on' pages along with
contact details for the managers. Give them a call if you would like to join us.

Our new web site is now up and running, have a look at www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk.
All the information you require will be there.

Buntingford Dancing School

he Buntingford Dancing School raised nearly £200 recently by dressing-up for
their dance classes. The money has been split equally between the Children In
Need appeal and the dancing school show costume fund. Raising money for
costumes is an on-going activity for the school as, every two years, the children
perform a big show at
Broxbourne Civic Hall,
which is a highlight of the
calendar for pupils,
teachers and parents
alike. Before the next
show however, the
children will be working
hard towards exams in
ballet, tap and modern/
jazz.

A huge 'Thank you' to all
the parents, staff and
pupils who supported, and
who continue to support
the costume fund appeal!
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Christmas Lights 2009/10

Mclintyre, who switched on our Christmas Lights to celebrate his 30 years service
to the community. That evening was the start of 40 nights when Buntingford was lit
up to celebrate the festive season.

Friday 27"™ November was a special night for Fire Staton Commander, lan

To help us achieve this, our thanks go out to our main fixing man Ken Durrant, ably
supported by our two cherry picker contractors Paul and lan with ClIr. Brian Austin and
Jeremy Scott Hake.

Our sincere thanks also to Clir Eunice Woods who once again supplied coffee and mince
pies as the work progressed at the supply from Highways Power Points and with the task
of running cable, which has been reduced, although it does take time over the three
Sunday mornings when the installation of the units take place.

Bulbing-up, of course, takes time and our thanks to Civic Society chairman Derek
Cooper, Joyce Jackson (Hon Secretary) and Bob Jackson (Advertising Committee
Member) and Graham Bonner, who spent two Saturday mornings dealing with nearly
1200 bulbs.

Darkness descended on the town again immediately after 12" night and another year of
Christmas lights ended with removing the cabling on two very cold and frosty Saturday
mornings, with the units delayed being taken down on Sunday 17" January, the work
being shared by the same team.

Our display is not as expensive to run as many other towns because of the invaluable
local voluntary manpower and the financial support of Town Council, Civic Society and
Chamber of Commerce who paid for the two new units this year on Brambles PH and
102 High Street, both of whom used their own electrical supply.

Bulbs are recommended to be replaced yearly, especially this year after the very cold
weather, although in previous years we have managed to carry over some used bulbs.

Unfortunately, some parts of the rope lights failed on Market Hill — both units of Merry
Christmas and the Welcome to Buntingford — so we are looking to find longer lasting
LED bulbs and lighting strips with a higher initial cost but which will be more cost
effective in the long term.

So in 2010 we will be asking for town support in our fund raising efforts and seeking
voluntary help for next year's display, so that it can be continued in the years ahead.

John Warren
Town Centre Partnership
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BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able
Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for February 2010

Thurs 4™ | 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town Centre Bus £4
Tues 9 10:30am — 3:00pm [ Welwyn Garden City - John Lewis, M&S,| Bus£6
Debenhams, WH Smith, Boots etc.
Thurs 11" | 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4
Fri 121" 10:30am — 2:30pm | Van Hage Garden Centre Bus £5
Thurs 18" | 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town Centre Bus £4
Tues 23 | 10:30am — 2pm Letchworth — drop off at Morrisons Bus £5
Thurs 25" | 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

March 2010

Tues 2™ 10:30am — 2:30pm | Country Homes & Gardens — plants etc. + Cotton | Bus £4.50
Traders, Edinburgh Woollen Mills, The Works and
Thurs 4t 9:30am — 12ish Bury Lane Farm — plants etc + deli, cards, butcher,

fruit & veg etc. Bus £4

Bishop's Stortford Town Centre
To book a seat or for more information phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708

COFFEE MORNING

Wednesday 10" February
i at Benson Hall
e 10:30am — 12 noon
Coffee * Cakes *Raffle * Bric-a-Brac * Marmalade @D
Proceeds for the mini-bus U

Freman  caAN YOU HELP?

COLLEGE

Could you offer a work placement to one of our students?

We are very keen to hear from any local businesses (or further afield!) who would be
prepared to offer a work placement for one of our students from 28" June to 2™ July.
This is especially important this year, as the current economic climate has lead to a reduction in
placements available and we want to ensure all our | Year students have the opportunity to
attend a placement.

Please contact Mrs Saunders if you think you can help us on 01763 271818
oremailkms@fremancollege.herts.sch.uk
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/j’ BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
— A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

The Lights of Love Ceremony was very well attended this year and we were pleased to
learn that the Buntingford Tree raised £2,764.37. Overall, the ceremonies in the area
raised a total of £42,030.48 for Isabel Hospice.

Sadly, there was an increase in vandalism over the holiday period, in particular at the Seth
Ward Community Centre. This is very disheartening as repairs are costly and on this
occasion the hirers of the centre were inconvenienced.

The extreme weather conditions over the last few weeks caused problems for many
people, in particular the elderly residents. Highways did their best to keep the roads clear,
but the pavements remained icy and dangerous. An article in the Herts Horizons Magazine
encourages people to clear the paths outside of their houses and reassures that there
would be no legal action should anyone slip or fall over.

The snow also caused problems for the refuse collectors and black bins remained on the
pavements awaiting collection for some time. East Herts DC had to make a decision on
the best way to resume collections and finally decided to miss a week entirely and not
empty the black bins at all. This caused great confusion, the Town Council made
representation to the District Council pointing out the confusion this was causing, but the
decision had already been made and at the time of writing, chaos still reigns.

The Town Council have agreed a very slight decrease in the Precept this year; this is set
at the Meeting of the Full Council at the end of January.

The final total of boxes sent to Afghanistan was 204. A huge thank-you to the community
for coming together on this project.

Jill Jones MILCM

Town Clerk

TowN CoOuUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

Tuesday 2™ Youth Committee — 4:00pm
Thursday 4™ Amenities Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 11" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 11" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 25" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 25 Full Council — 8:00pm

All meetings will be held at The Manor House
All members of the public are welcome to attend
Office hours: Monday — Thursday 9:00am — 5:00pm, closed Fridays

Tel: 01763 272222
email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk
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Twinning

What's it all about?

It's about meeting people from another country, learning about the similarities and
differences between the cultures and developing new and long-lasting friendships abroad
and at home. Our twin towns are Luynes in France and Olvega in Spain.

Who can become a member?

Anyone can. You are welcome to join whatever your age and whether or not you live in
Buntingford. There is no membership fee and you are free to choose which activities to
support. You don't even need to speak French or Spanish, although a little knowledge is
always useful.

What do twinners do? ]
The main events are the visits to the twin towns, Luynes and Olvega and their visit to us.

Luynes is situated on the banks of the Loire near Tours and has been twinned with
Buntingford for over thirty years. Their annual visit in the spring and our return visit in
October are two of the highlights of the twinning year.

Olvega, our newest twin, is a small prosperous and growing town in the North of Spain
and is surrounded by mountainous countryside. A number of visits have taken place
since the twinning was established in 2006 and more are planned. Olvega and Luynes
are also twinned with each other making three way activities an ongoing possibility.
School and football team exchanges have also been arranged from time to time.

Luynes

A gem of a town situated on the banks of the river Loire. It has a chateau, complete with
duke and family in residence. There is a medieval market place and it has its very own
vineyard providing some excellent wine. Our French friends make everyone feel welcome
whether it is their first visit or their thirtieth!!

Buntingford to Luynes

We visit Luynes for four days in October, during the autumn school half term, enjoying
their wonderful hospitality with receptions, soirées, special meals out and much more. We
usually fly to Tours, which is close to Luynes, from Stansted Airport. One of the days is
spent with the host family but we also hire a coach whilst in France. This gives us an
opportunity to visit local chateaux, vineyards, markets and specialist food producers,
tasting the produce of course!

... and Luynes to Buntingford.

Every April a party of Luynes twinners of all ages come for four nights and stay with
families or individuals. Two days are spent going by coach to places of interest, returning
to their host in the evening. The third day is spent with the host family. The Buntingford
Twinning Committee organises a soirée to which all twinners and their families are
invited.

Olvega

Situated in the beautiful mountains in the north of Spain, east of Soira, the regional centre
of the Castilla Y Leon region. It is an industrial town with a charming old village centre
and a current population of around 4,000. It is known for the production of chorizo, a
delicious sausage, as well as other pork products. Olvega boasts the first wind farms in
the area and many wind turbines can be seen along the surrounding skyline.

Buntingford to Olvega
Olvegans are very keen twinners and welcome visitors to their homes and to their town

42



with great enthusiasm. It is an exciting area to explore and our hosts are eager to help us
to make the most of our visits. The timing of the Buntingford trip depends on what is
going on at the time. For instance fiestas occur several times per year, one, in September
has been visited several times. Then there's the medieval market in July. Some go twice!
We fly from Stansted Airport to Zarogoza, a beautiful city. Olvega is not far from the
famous Rioja and Tempranilllo vineyards — a wonderful opportunity for wine tasting.

... and Olvega to Buntingford )
We have been fortunate to welcome several groups of visitors from Olvega.

What does it cost?
Just travel and incidental expenses. Your meals and accommodation are provided by the
host family and you could do the same for when they visit us.

Is there anything else going on?

Locally, in and around Buntingford, the committee organises gourmet evenings and other
special events, which help raise funds as well as being superb evenings out. Some
members get together to improve their language skills and to enhance relationships over
a glass of wine.

How do I find out more...... and how do | join?
Contact the Buntingdford Twinning Association Chairman on 01763 271495 or email
Jean.M.Cook@tesco.net

And if that isn't enough to help tempt you to try twinning, here is an open letter
from 17 year old Noelia:

Hi everybody! My name is Noelia, I'm 17 and | am from Olvega, a Spanish village.
The twinning exchange was a wonderful time for English and Spanish people.

The Spanish twinning village is called Olvega (in the province of Soria), not very far from
the capital of Spain: Madrid.

About 400 million people speak Spanish in the world. Day by day, the number of people
who speak Spanish in the USA is increasing. English and Spanish are the languages
which have a brighter future in the world.

Spain is a country which has a lot of advantages. Our culture, history, literature, art and
patrimony are rich. Museo del Prado is for example, has the best art collection from the
XVII, XVIII and XIX centuries; and it is located in Madrid. The website of this famous art
gallery is: http://www.museodelprado.es/

Like Spain and Madrid, Olvega also has things, which make our village one of the most
important of our province, Soria. It is an entrepreneurial town with beautiful landscapes,
the Moncayo mountain is nearby, and there are routes with nice tourist spots. There is
also a good atmosphere, and like in other places, we like to have fun in parties and pubs.

Many English people who have been here enjoyed the different exchanges. In these
websites you can see some of the moments we spent together: http://www.elhacho.com/
fotos/thumbnails.php?album=2 and http://www.elhacho.com/intercambio_buntingford.html

From here | want to invite everybody and specially, the youth like me. | would like to
make exchanges, meet people and have fun changing our languages. Please email me
via Jean.M.Cook@tesco.net.

And finally, | want to wish everybody a new year 2010 when all your dreams come true.

Noelia Lavilla Jiménez
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Friday night is...

Amami night!

| am sure there are still a few wrinklies around who remember that slogan back in the
fifties. For those who have yet to claim their bus pass this catch phrase was the one on
every fashionable ladies lips who wanted to impress in the coiffure stakes.

In fact it was a setting lotion to maintain a permanent wave and the concoction, which
seemed to have all the efficaciousness of a WMD, (thank goodness Dumb and Dumber
were not in charge then) and it seemed to permeate every living room in the land. In our
case the fumes were named in the family post mortem for the unseemly demise of our
budgie Joey. He was a happy bird but suffered as collateral damage in the ever-
overwhelming search for external beauty. With a final chirp and one last signature loop on
his swing to the refrain of "Why do Fools fall in love?" he literally dropped of his perch and
in those immortal words 'he ceased to be'.

Another feature of Friday night was the family bath and | was reminded of what that
entailed during the recent cold snap. We had the good offices of EDF (Every Day Failures)
Energy to thank for this timely nudge to our comfortable existence. For several days the
lack of electricity forced the local community to improvise for cooking, washing, heating
etc. So whilst cocooned in several layers of clothing and all the bedding we could find, we
reminisced on the good old days and regaled in that self satisfied way that wrinklies do.

Of course bath night was high on our list and we compared what we had to do when
ablutions were not 'on tap'. Back then 'en suite' usually meant the miserly ration of
confectionary ration rather than the convenience of today. The ritual of 'bath night' started
early in the afternoon with the 'copper' in the corner of the scullery being filled from the
single cold water tap, then sticks were placed in the fire box beneath and ignited.

Of course the process had to be constantly attended and young boys were given the
onerous chore of keeping the supply of wood coming. Naturally, we all vied for the chief
stoker's job which inevitability lead to minor disasters. Having brought the water to boiling
point it was then time to bring the bath into the kitchen. This involved going into the back
yard and rescuing the so-called bungalow bath from the trapezium wooden frame against
the wall near the outside toilet. Having wiped off the bird droppings, we struggled in and
placed this metal coffin in the middle of the room. Auntie, who was supervising
proceedings, then sent us to get two house bricks, which we placed under one end to
assist in the depth control. She then instructed us to leave the room whilst she decanted
the scalding water into the bath, which she adjusted to 'elbow' temperature from a large
white enamel jug. (EIf and Safety?) We were then told to undress and in strict hierarchical
order, called in to be immersed and scrubbed with Lifebuoy soap, not forgetting the weekly
spoon of California Syrup of Figs. Mostly hated by all was this weekly laxative but | loved
the taste? No wonder | became a competent runner.

As the oldest | was fortunate being first in the water which was a) hot and b) clean, a fact
that didn't go unnoticed by my siblings, who even to this day, remind me of the lasting
scars this process left. | am never sure whether the scars were psychological or due to the
grit residual in the bottom of the tub.

Anyway, four boys bathed and a fresh set of under clothes, scratchy for winter, non-
scratchy for summer, we were put into warmed pyjamas (striped) and red fleecy dressing
gowns then sat before the fire with a cup of Ovaltine (special cups, plastic, with smiley face
and lid shaped like night cap, got by collecting labels). On a good evening we could make
that drink last an hour listening to "Journey into Space" on the radio.
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The next morning was the interesting point, the emptying of the bath. Strangely there
always seemed to be more water than | remembered from the previous evening, but | later
found the grownups took their baths after we were tucked up in bed. So two of us were
detailed to tip the water, "Now take your time and don't make a mess". We collected
buckets and scooped out the water carefully taking it outside and emptying it on the
flowerbeds. This work lost its magic after a short while and seeing auntie putting her coat
on to go shopping, we saw an opportunity to short cut the process and get on with the real
business of the day, fishing, building dens and the like.

The bath was by now half full and with a bit of further bailing we established that we could
lift the bath and take it out side and thus save half an hour. Like all good plans there is
always the chance of a hiccup. In this, case basic science. We got the bath off the ground
holding tightly to the central handles at each end, and started to wobble towards the door.
What we hadn't appreciated was the wash effect when liquid is agitated, later | was
involved in liquid storage and transportation and this early lesson served me well. Anyway,
we made it to the door, but turning, set up a tidal surge and in moment physics took over
and in a trice (whatever a trice is) the bath and contents inverted, flooding the floor!

The fall out was not just
on the floor and went on
for weeks, leaving a
lasting impression on me,
well a particular part of
me.

Such are the joys of bath
night. So we now have

wet rooms, shower
rooms, bath rooms,
Jacuzzis, hot tubs,

saunas, indeed every
possible combination of
bathroom  'experiences'
where we are encouraged
to daily anoint our bodies
with  every  perfumed
and efficacious products
known to man. But can
it really be that
much better than Lifebuoy
soap, Syrup of Figs and
Ovaltine.

Oh! Not forgetting warm
pyjamas.

Vyse

Note from the editor

Sales of the latest book by Vyse, "VYSE VERSA" is going very well and is available,
locally, to purchase at Quiller Books, in Buntingford, for £9.99.
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Millfield First & Nursery School is
looking for a Community Governor
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Are you over 18, enthusiastic about helping children receive a good
education and can spare 4-6 hours a monthe

If so, you could join our Governing Body to help decide on the direction,
focus and ethos of Millfield First & Nursery School.

As a school governor you'll have the opportunity to develop new skills
and to strengthen existing ones with training. You will gain an idea of
how schools are run and how the education system works as a whole.
You will have the personal satisfaction and sense of achievement that
comes from working fo improve our school and a chance to use your
skills for the good of the local community.

If you are interested in the position, or would like to find out more,
we look forward to hearing from you. Please contact the Chair of
Governors, David Paull-Wills or the Clerk to the Governing Body,
Sharon Chivers, at Millfield School on 01763 271717. Alternatively
e-mail: admin@millfield.herts.sch.uk

Please note that parents of children af Millfield School cannot become
Community Governors.

LOGS FOR SALE

Cut to size by request

Delivered to your home /
Hay and Haylage %\@
Please contact John on:

Tel: 01763 272516
Mobile: 07773 845648
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Love food hate waste

UK households are throwing away 8.3m tonnes of
food a year, most of which is perfectly edible. A
typical family with kids bins £680 worth. Equally
unsettling is the environmental cost — the wasted
water and energy in growing and transporting
uneaten food and the methane it produces in landfill.
So, how can we do better?

Send less food to landfill

WRAP, the UK authority on waste & recycling, recommends that we plan meals,
manage portions, keep an eye on ‘use by dates and freeze surplus. (See
lovefoodhatewaste.com).

Compost food waste

Over 30% of average household waste could be composted. Peelings and tea
bags can be converted into rich food for your garden. Home composting doesn’t
starve waste of oxygen so it releases very little of the potent greenhouse gas
methane.

Recycle food containers

On average the UK resident sends 2000kg of waste to landfill every year. Why
not recycle? Aluminium cans are one of the most cost effective materials to
recycle. Compared to manufacture from scratch around 95% of energy can be
saved. 80% of all glass sent to recycling reappears in the UK, mostly as new
bottles and jars.

For more green, money saving tips, call the Energy Saving Trust
on 0800 512 012.

Photo courtesy of cocoonyourhome.co.uk
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SNOWDROPS
AT BENINGTON LORDSHIP GARDENS

Spectacular display of snowdrops and
winter flowering plants.

Historic fortified site with Norman ruin and Pulham folly.

Plant sales * Hot soup * Tea and cakes ¢ Free parking

Open every day 6'" — 28" February 2010, 12 — 4pm
Entrance £4.00 » Sundays £4.50 « Under 12s free

Tel: 01438 869668 or www.beningtonlordship.co.uk

Entrance off Benington village green, 3 miles east of Stevenage

St. Mary's Aspenden Restoration
Quiz Night A

Saturday 6" March
7:15pm for 7:30pm start
at Benson Hall
(opposite the Co-op)
£7 including ploughman's
Please bring your own drink and glasses
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