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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

First Saturday of the month, 10:00am — 12noon in the
Manor House

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 - 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 — 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 - 13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 - 13:00 CLOSED
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700
Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm
Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road

Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm

Open:
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WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

MONDAYS
10:15am — 11:30am

10:30am — 12 noon

11:00am

6:30pm — 8:00pm

7:00pm — 8:00pm

7:30pm — 8:15pm

8:15pm

TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am

9:30am — 11:00am

1:00pm — 3:00pm

7:00pm — 8:15pm

WEDNESDAYS
9:30am — 11:45am

10:00am for
10:30am — 12noon

5:30pm — 7:00pm

6:00pm — 7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:30pm

‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery — every two weeks.
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen
Harris on 01920 821288.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter
Deacon on 01462 642922.

Ladies Exercise Class — Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on
01763 274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact
Alon 07739 131694.

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920
823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session.
Contact 01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack.
Term time only.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages
2 to 5 years — £6.75 per session. All welcome — it is not necessary to
be attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please
call 01763 289942. Term time only.

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763
271010.

Hormead Mother & Toddler group, term time and half-term in Great
Hormead Village Hall. £1.50 for first child and 50p for subsequent
children. Refreshments provided. Small, friendly group. New faces
always welcome. Contact Sarah Cockerton on 01763 289513 or
Stacey Weston on 01763 289880.

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun. 'The French Revolution', tutor
Dr Rosemary Williams — 10 week course at Seth Ward Community
Centre.

Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road.
Contact Mark on 07801 419800.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact
01799 550190.

Ladies Exercise Class — Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact Jacquion 01763 274681.
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WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

WEDNESDAYS
7:30pm — 8:15pm Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact
Alon 07739 131694.

8:00pm Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.

THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

9:30am Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

11:00 am Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

1:00pm — 3:00pm Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18
months to 5 years — £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may
stay with their child 1:30pm — 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s
must be accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Contact
Kim Semple from Little Artists on 01763 289942.

2:15pm — 2:45pm Story-time for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a
sweet or biscuit and a picture to colour.

5:30pm — 10:00pm  Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on
01920 821722.

6:15pm — 7:00pm Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.
8:00pm — 10:00pm  Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.

FRIDAYS
9:30am — 10:30am  Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

SATURDAYS
9:00am — 12:30pm  Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years.
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010.

12:00pm — 2:00pm 6 — 10 year olds
2:15pm —4:15pm 11— 15 year olds
Stagefrights Theatre Club, United Reform Church Hall, Baldock
Road. Contact 01767 260374.

MONDAY - Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to

THURSDAY Town Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of
Buntingford's past.

MONDAY - Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763

FRIDAY 273344 for an appointment.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

FEBRUARY
Tuesday 3"

Wednesday 4™

Thursday 5"

Friday 6™

Friday 6" and
Saturday 7"

Saturday 7™

Wednesday 11™

Thursday 12"

Thursday 12"

Saturday 14™

Saturday 14™
Wednesday 18"

Thursday 19"

Friday 20"

Monday 23"

Wednesday 25™

Saturday 28™

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society AGM — Benson Hall.
Enquiries 01920 438482. See page 35.

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall.
6:00pm Open meeting 'Becoming a Foundation School?' Freman
College, Bowling Green Lane. Phone 01763 271818 if you would like

to attend.

7:00pm for 7:30pm start. Co-op Buntingford Quiz night at The Bury.
Proceeds go to Edwinstree Middle School. See page 29 for details.

The Pantomime, 'Cinders the True Story' by David Tristram at Benson
Hall. Tickets £7.50 and £5 available from Kirkhams the Newsagents.
For full details see page 25.

10:00am — 12noon Police Surgery at the Manor House.

7:00pm Annual House Music Competition — Freman College, Bowling
Green Lane. See page 29 for full details.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI — 'Let's draw cartoons' by Don
Mann at URC Hall.

8:00pm British Legion at the Crown PH — all welcome.

10:30am — 12noon St Valentine's Day Messy Craft morning at St
Peter's Church, Buntingford. See page 48 for full details.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St. Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.
12noon — 2:00pm BALA Lunch break at Benson Hall.

10:00am — 12noon Easier Living Mobile Exhibition of Equipment at
URC Church Hall. See page 40 for details.

8:00pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown PH.
7:45pm — 9:00pm Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun. A 5-week course
entitled 'lt's a Mathematical World', tutor Brian Catlow, at Seth Ward

Community Centre. See page 21 for full details.

7:00pm for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club. 'Infinity and
Beyond' by lone Woodger-Smith at Benson Hall.

7:30pm Aspenden Church Festival Committee Quiz Night at Benson
Hall. See page 35 for details.



OuT AND ABOUT IN FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY
Saturday 7" 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.

Saturday 7" to 12noon — 4:00pm every day. Snowdrops and winter flowers at
1 March Benington Lordship gardens. See page 48 for full details.

Sunday 22" Isabel Hospice 2009 Sunflower Swim at Haileybury College Pool,
Hertford Heath. See page 44 for full details.

LOOKING AHEAD

Friday 6™ March 7:00pm Buntingford Scouts AGM at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green
Lane.

Saturday 7" March ~ 7:30pm Recital of 18th century music by French and English
composers performed by Trio Flautando, at St Mary's Church,
Reed. See page 17 for full details.

Monday 9" March 2:00pm U3A Buntingford at Seth Ward Community Centre. See
page 35 for full details.

Friday 13" and Buntingford Dancing School Show — 'Cinemotion' at Broxbourne
Saturday 14™ March  Civic Hall. See page 39.

Saturday 14" March  8:00pm — 11:30pm Buntingford Town Twinning Association present
An American Square Dance at Freman College. See page 35 for
full details.

Saturday 16" May  The Overtures are performing at Freman College. Tickets £12. See
page 45 for more details.

If you would like to have your event in these diary of events pages,
please contact Joyce Jackson on 01763 271463
or email: henryjack@msn.com

Please note: The Civic Society also provides a diary for local
organisations to enter their events to ensure they do not clash.
This is now in the Manor House.




EDITORIAL

We are now well into 2009 and this is the first edition of the Buntingford Journal this year.
Having a double edition for December and January can make February's Journal seem a
little disjointed, as some of the articles relate to last year. This | can't change, but look
forward to the coming year and all the contributions yet to be received.

As usual, | welcome new ideas and contributions, and would especially like to hear from
the 'younger' element of the population of Buntingford, so let's hear from you — have your
say too.

Deadline for the March Journal is

Tuesday 17" February 2009

Copy: Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyac@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com
Diary entries: Joyce Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com

Thanks to Christine Noble for proof-reading

JEAN ZABEL

A wonderful lady died around New Year in our
village of Chipping. She was a regular daily
visitor to the shops and attractions of
Buntingford. You must have seen her with her
headscarf, sunglasses and shopping trolley.
Jean Zabel was one of life's great characters
and my family shall miss her very much indeed.

Chipping certainly got a lot smaller the day she
died.

Dale Holt

Jean on the Buckland & Chipping
Scarecrow Day 2007
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Aliya, by email

Those of us who have lived in the town for some time will have noticed the many
properties in the old town which have been sympathetically renovated to house essential
and useful outlets. Many people outside of Buntingford have come here in recent years
and invested their future in our town — it's been tidied-up and made attractive. There are
very few day-to-day items that cannot now be purchased at a competitive price in
Buntingford. The town traders need our support and our thanks for their
investment, especially in these economically gloomy times.

By the time you read this, the town car park will be free to use again — albeit before 9am
and after 3pm. The District Council is realising that our car park, at the heart of our town, is
not the cash cow it thought. The damage caused to Buntingford, though, unbelievably still
eludes those empowered to serve it. Others will point out the lack of support from our
District Council and especially the incompetence of the Parking Department, surprisingly
based near Buntingford. |, though, can make a difference and show support to this old
town by only using the car park when it is free to use (and denying the District Council
money it doesn’t deserve); by supporting all the traders in town where possible and by
avoiding the Pay & Display car parks in the district.

If I need anything Buntingford traders don’t sell, Old Stevenage currently offers free off-
street parking for three hours in its car park and a further two hours on street — but then it's
in a different district isn’t it?

(The car park change in operating hours and fees will commence on/after 2" February
2009.)

Name and address supplied

Dear Ms Chowney, by post

Several years ago | wrote to the Journal to say what a disappointment the late night
shopping evening had been, with monstrous fairground rides positioned along the High
Street. However a reply came via the Journal telling me you cannot please all of the
people all of the time.

But fortunately everything comes to those who wait and this year what a wonderful
selection of Christmas stalls we were treated to, lots of mulled wine, mince pies and all
manner of Christmassy things. It was a fantastic evening with a lovely festive atmosphere.

| would like to day a huge thank you to everyone involved in getting it 'right' this year.
Please, please carry on the good work.

Mrs Colleen Huggett
Buntingford

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not
necessarily those of the Editor.
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Dear Aliya, by post

It's taken me a while to settle in and start writing poems again, but here's one, if you have
room.

Thanks to everyone who sent me a Christmas card. They didn't all get one from me,
because one of my address books is still in a box somewhere.

| do miss Buntingford, although folk over here are very kind and of course being near my
family is a bonus. | would like to a say special thanks to the English Grocer, who sent me
some sugar mice (I couldn't find any here). The grandchildren — however old — expect one
in their stocking.

| have joined Berkhamsted Choral Society, but am not doing much piano teaching.
Perhaps retirement beckons, and no one could replace the Buntingford pupils.

| enjoy reading the Journal, and hope to come back on a visit when the weather improves.

Love to all
Jean Hayes

THE DOWN SIDE

Will those boxes ever be emptied by me?

| doubt it.

One a week is a triumph.

| admit to chronic failure; cowardice of the meanest sort.

Hundreds of photos, family groups, long-dead, brought
here to salve my trembling conscience,

each one to be examined, regrets uppermost, then
tucked away.

| acknowledge my debts
to the past | can't forget.
But | won't open another box — yet. ‘

Jean Hayes — November 2008

Dear Mrs Chowney by telephone

| would like to say a big thank you to the gentlemen who kindly offered me assistance after
a recent fall. | was walking past the Black Bull public house at about 11:00am on New
Years Eve and tripped up on the pavement. | was so thankful to the unknown gentlemen
who offered their help and care and to the kind man who stayed with me until the
paramedic arrived. Luckily there was no permanent damage. Thank you all for not just
walking on by.

Margaret Turner
Buntingford



EDWINSTREE MIDDLE SCHOOL

We had a very busy December, with a brilliant production of 'Scrooge' and a wonderful
Christmas Concert. We are now working on upcoming events for the Spring Term.

Our School Association, the ESA, is planning a second 'Gig Night' following last year's
successful event. Pupils are showing off their talents to Mrs Mitchell, leader of music,
hoping to perform at the concert planned for Friday 20" March.

Our Year Five students are also auditioning for parts for our Easter production, 'The
Keymaster', in which every one of our newest pupils will have a chance to participate.

We are grateful to Buntingford Co-operative Society who are organising a Quiz Night for
us at the Bury on Friday 6" February, to which all are welcome. See page 29 for full
details.

Diane George

ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie

HOLY MASS is celebrated each:

Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm
Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham
Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

CONFESSIONS are each Saturday from 10:30am — 11.15am
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SEB/‘\% BUNTINGFORD CIVIC SOCIETY

g! ’/:: 'HAVE A VOICE' — The Civic Trust
L &
CsoC

You may recall that the Civic Trust has more than 700 member societies and a
nationwide membership of 250,000. Recently the Trust has issued its updated 'statement
of purpose’, which is reproduced here and can also be found on the Trust website,
www.civictrust.org.uk or via the link from www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk. In addition you will
also find there a request for support from the Trust President, Griff Rhys Jones, as he
outlines the proposed future direction of the Trust and its member societies.

—

'The Civic Trust campaigns for better places in which people can live, work and relax. We
believe that buildings must be designed and built to respond to the needs of the people
who use them; parks and green spaces must be accessible to, and safe for, their
communities. We believe in educating people about their heritage through preserving the
best of the past, and designing for the future.’

Buntingford Civic Society aims to meet the demands of the Trust's purpose and through
the hard work of a few dedicated people on various committees and practical work around
the Town, we can demonstrate that, in the main, we are on target. There is a but,
however, and a big one, and that is where are the people who will carry on the good work
for the Town over the next ten years or so? If you share the goals in the Trust's statement,
this is a heartfelt request that you make yourself known and come forward to be a Civic
Society activist using your range of life skills.

Please don't just think about it — make it happen. Contacts are in this copy of the Journal
or on our website, www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.

Derek K Cooper, Chairman

THE BUNTINGFORD HERITAGE CENTRE

By now most of you will have received through your letter box, a booklet entitled
‘A short history of Buntingford’.

This booklet has been produced by the Buntingford Heritage Centre and delivered free to
all houses in Buntingford, with the help of a grant from the Hidden Britain Lottery Fund.

We hope you all enjoy reading it and if you want to find out more about the history of
Buntingford, the Heritage Centre is based in the Manor House in Buntingford and is open
Monday to Thursday, 10:00am until 4:00pm.

Please feel free to come in and browse — and remember it is free to look.

There are some items of local interest on sale if you wish to purchase something to remind
you of Buntingford and your visit to the centre.

If for some reason you did not receive your copy of this booklet they are available at the
Heritage Centre.

Ashley Cantor, Chairman — Buntingford Heritage Centre
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL

Our Chance to Shine!

his half term we are working

with a special singing

teacher to learn some new
songs. She is coming in every
week. She is a great teacher and
she makes us work hard. She
knows a really cool song about a
banana.

When we have learned all of our
songs, we are going to have a
concert to show our parents. Then
we are going to record a CD.
Hopefully it will be so good
everyone will want to buy one.

For homework this week we have to design a CD cover — the best one will be the one
printed for our CD cover. Our CD is going to be called ‘Our Chance to Shine’. We are
really excited about the whole project!

By Charlie Downs, Ryan Battley, Jack O’Connor and Jack Lockett (Year 4)

BUNTINGFORD ACTION
FOR SOCIAL HELP

Volunteer Hospital
Driver Service

£ T R SRS

DO YOU HAVE A LITTLE SPARE TIME?

Bash is a local organisation who provides hospital transport for people who attend
Buntingford doctors' surgeries and have no way of getting to their appointments.

We are currently looking for volunteer drivers who have time to take a person to a hospital
appointment, to the doctor's surgery or to visit a sick relative. We cover the cost of petrol
and are grateful for any help, even if you can only do the occasional trip.

If you feel you can help us, please contact Jane Winter on 01763 271484 for more
details.
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ST. MARY'S — ASPENDEN
ST. PETER'S — BUNTINGFORD
ST. MARY THE VIRGIN — WESTMILL
Church of England
Curate Rev. Glyn Howdle (01920 469632)

Office 01763 271552
Other Ministries include: Kidzone

Small groups (meeting for Bible study, prayer and fellowship),

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches

9:30am
11:00am

9:30am

9:30am
11:00am
5:45pm

10:00am
10:15am
6:30pm

10:00am
11:00am

Men’s group, Mothers’ Union

SERVICES FOR FEBRURARY

St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill Holy Communion
St. Peter's — Buntingford

St. Peter's — Buntingford

St. Mary's — Aspenden Holy Communion

St. Peter's — Buntingford Morning Worship
Nevetts Songs of Praise

St. Peter's — Buntingford Family Praise

St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill United Holy Communion
St. Peter's — Buntingford Prayer Meeting

St. Mary's — Aspenden Family Service

St. Peter's — Buntingford Holy Communion

All Age Family Worship

Said Holy Communion (BCP)

BIUNT.I':N:G:FOR:D

I:N [LIEIT.T:ERiS:

it's BLOOMIN' litter that's dropped every day.

it's USELESS to complain cos' we don't have a say.
NEVER sign a petition, it'll just get ignored.

TALK to officials till you're red-faced and bored.

are the IDIOTS who suggest yellow lines.

NO parking charges... there'll be no High Street fines!
It's GREAT... highest charges in the County.

are the FAT CATS that reel in the bounty.

that's OH! for goodness sake... what are "they" thinking.

to leave the RUBBISH for two weeks and stinking.
is the DELIGHT that this town still can be...

it's just sooooooo dear to live here and nothing is free!

But although this spells a hopeless case.
Buntingford is such a lovely place.

Green fields around us and the residents care...
| really can't imagine living elsewhere.

by Teresa Bonner
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" BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
= A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL
Many of you attended the very successful Lights of Love Ceremony at The Manor House

in December. More people than ever came along, and comments were made on how
beautiful the tree looked, especially at night.

The Town Christmas lights were, as usual, outstanding, and our grateful thanks go to all
those people who put in so much hard work to make the Town look so festive.

We are very pleased to be able to tell you that, thanks to a grant from the Town Council,
the East Herts Citizens Advice Service will still be maintaining the equivalent of two full
days service a week at The Manor House. The Council felt that this is a service crucial to
the electorate and was more than happy to help where it could.

Unfortunately, the car park barrier at Norfolk Road playing field has once again been
vandalised. We have contacted our insurers, but inevitably there is a cost to the Council.
The barrier is necessary to prevent the area being the subject of anti-social behaviour but
also to allow easy access to the sports clubs that use the facility. We will monitor the
situation, but an alternative may have to be found if the barrier suffers the same fate again.

There has been an increase in fly-tipping around the Town. The reporting authority is East
Herts District Council, so if you notice any fly-tipping, please call on 01279 655261. We
have received comments that clearance takes a long time, but unfortunately we have no
control over this. Rest assured that if a report is made to us, we will pass the matter on to
East Herts immediately.

Plans for 'Buntingford’s Got Talent' are underway, but organisation of the event is taking
longer than expected. Watch out for further details.

Jill Jones MILCM
Town Clerk

TowN COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
Thursday 5" Amenities Committee — 7:30pm
Tuesday 10" Youth Council — 4:00pm

Thursday 12" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 12" Resources Committee — 8:00pm
Thursday 26" Planning Committee — 7:30pm
Thursday 26" Full Council — 8:00pm

All meetings will be held at The Manor House
All members of the public are welcome to attend
Office hours: Monday — Thursday  9:00am — 5:00pm, closed Fridays

Tel: 01763 272222
email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com
www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk
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lone Woodger-Smith was born in Ashburton in South Devon and
worked for seven years as a playworker in London. After the birth
of her first child she decided that she needed a job that fitted into
her new role as a mum, and started training as a florist. After
achieving an NVQ and National Certificate in Professional
Floristry qualifications at Harlow and Shuttleworth Colleges, lone
taught flower-arranging at the Settlement in Letchworth. Before going freelance, she
worked at Abbey Flowers at Waltham Abbey as well as various other places and also was
a NAFAS Demonstrator (which she still is).

In 2006 lone was approached to take on Westmill Flower Festival in the Church, which
she did. Along with the fete, they raised over £2,000. In the same year she entered the
Chelsea Flower Show for the first time; arranged the flowers for the bride's mother in 'What
not to Wear', which was on BBC1; and was runner-up for her flower arranging in the 'Great
British Village Show', another BBC programme, hosted by Alan Titchmarsh. A really busy
year for her, but it didn't stop there. lone also started her own business, Crazy Daisy, in
November of that year.

The premises lend themselves perfectly to her business, which is not just selling beautiful
flowers and plants but also some very unusual and unique gifts. The double-fronted
pargetted building is really pretty and in its past life has been a pub, a bakery, an electrical
shop, a laundrette, a hairdresser and various other establishments.

lone now employs four part-time assistants, Michelle, Gill, Fiona and Kathryn, who have
undertaken training and qualifications, as well as Michael, her delivery driver. Michael, a
local man, knows all the farms and the local area like the back of his hand, making him
indispensable to her business.

Future plans for Crazy Daisy are to have flower-arranging
classes near by soon. As lone doesn't seem to have
enough to do, she has recently taken on the role of
Chairman of Buntingford and District Flower Club. The
Flower Club meets on the last Wednesday of the month at
Benson Hall.

has recently changed the whole lighting system in the
shop to low energy spotlights.

So, if you need an unusual flower arrangement or a unique
gift for a special person, and don't forget Valentine's Day
coming up soon, pop along to 79 High Street, which you
will find "Just up your street'.

Telephone 01763 271655 W
www.crazydaisyflowers.com lone at work
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BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

The Manor House, Buntingford

Telephone 0844 848 9700 =

email: bureau@buntingfordcab.cabnet.org.uk CItlz.ens
Mondays 10:00am — 4:00pm advice
Tuesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm bureau

Wednesdays 10:00am — 1:00pm
Closed Thursdays and Fridays

BUREAU OPENING TIMES

We would like to reassure people that Buntingford Bureau is still open in the Manor House.
The opening times are:

Mondays 10:00am until 4:00pm
Tuesdays 10:00am until 1:00pm
Wednesdays  10:00am until 1:00pm

Telephone advice is available between 10:00am and 4:00pm, Mondays to Thursdays.

We have been able to remain open through the generosity of Buntingford Town Council,
who have given us a grant towards the rent. We are pleased that we can maintain this
service to the people of Buntingford and the surrounding villages.

To celebrate that we are still here, we have been able to put up a new sign, thanks to a
generous donation from the Buntingford Memorial Charity.

All the volunteer advisers at Buntingford would like to say thank you for the many
messages of support that they have received over the last few difficult months. Our
survival was touch-and-go for a while and it was good to be able to show how much we
are needed and appreciated.

Here’'s some information for those who can still afford exotic foreign holidays.

On 1% December, changes to duty free allowances for travellers arriving in the UK from
countries outside the European Union were introduced. These include:

e anincrease in the allowance for still table wine from two to four litres

e anew allowance of 16 litres of beer

e the removal of the restrictions on the volume of perfume

[ )

an increase in the allowance for goods, such as electrical products and souvenirs,
from £145 to £300. From 1% January 2009, this allowance will be increased to £340

There is further information on the HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) website at
www.hmrc.gov.uk.
Other useful websites are:

www.adviceguide.org.uk
www.direct.gov.uk
www.eastherts.gov.uk

While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information
contained in the Buntingford Journal, the editor assumes no responsibility for

errors or omissions in this publication.




@ Millfield First and Nursery School @

t the start of 2009 there has been a lot happening at our school. New children have
joined us in the Reception and Nursery Classes. We all like getting to make new
friends and everyone is settling in really well.

The PTA has given us some lovely new furniture for our class library areas. We were all
really excited when it arrived — even our teachers!

We are also pleased with the new blue gates we have had fitted at the front of the school.
Our school now looks really smart when visitors arrive.

This week all our school clubs have started. We have a great range of clubs including
Choir, Netball, Sewing Club and Art Club. We have one new club too, Maypole Dancing.
Later in the year we plan to take part in a Maypole Dancing Festival at Hatfield House.

The 'Reading Rockets' are a group of children and adults in the school who think of great
ways to encourage reading. They have just produced a really good 'Millfield Joke Book'
which is on sale for 10p. They asked children to put jokes on a 'Joke Wall' in the School
Hall and then chose the best ones to put in the Book. Here are two of our favourite jokes
from the Joke Book:

Q: Did you know one day a ten foot beetle came up and punched me?
A: Yes I've heard there is a nasty bug going around!

Q: Why does Edward Woodward have 4 ds in his name?
A: Because otherwise he’d be called Ewarwoowar!

By Rachel, Polly, Kane, Kyle, Jasmine and Sidney (Assembly Committee)

St Mary’s Church, Reed
Saturday March 7™ at 7:30pm

Trio Flautando

A recital of 18" century works by French and English composers
performed by Trio Flautando
Evelyn Frank — flute, Helen Liebman — cello, Stephen Knight — harpsichord

The programme will include a variety of trio and solo works by Michel
Blavet, Jean-Marie Eclair and John Stanley, all of whom were highly
esteemed instrumental soloists and honoured royal court musicians and

COM@PSETS.

Tickets are £8.00 and include a glass of wine

and are available from Liz on 01763 848399
or Karin on 01763 271912
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MEMORIES OF MY CHILDHOOD IN BUNTINGFORD
(part 7)

By Peter Wonnacott

the primary school, who had the habit of practising her violin whilst we were trying

to concentrate on our learning studies. Being a youngster of an impressionable
age, | picked up on something that | heard my mother say regarding some stringed
instruments, particularly the violin, and that was that they screeched like a cat when you
were standing on its tail and were terrible to listen to, and this info | passed on to this
teacher much to her annoyance. She then went on to tell me that they were just the
opposite.

O ne memory recall | have just had is of a young Germanic lady teacher we had at

Well, how wrong | was and how right she was, as | found in my later years of listening to
music so often as | have always done. Never having been a lover of Classical Music, |
didn’t listen to much music that contained a lot of violins in it except for Mantovani, which
was a joy to listen to from time to time. | guess in the wrong hands and piece of music, my
mother's reasoning could have some credence, but in skilled and very, very, talented
hands, such as that of Vanessa Mae Vanakorn, a Singapore-born lady now residing in
Great Britain, who can adapt her style of playing from the classics, to pop and anything in
between, this instrument can really sing like a bird and sound as sweet as any instrument
to be found on the planet today, especially if the piece happens to fall into the category
that covers your particular brand or style of music at the time.

We used to visit the pumping station situated on the Baldock Road, on the outskirts of
Buntingford, from time to time. On one occasion the station was open and a water board
employee was doing his general inspection and to our delight he allowed us inside to view
the machinery as he went about his work, yet another rarity for a young lad to experience.
Another time, at the same place but further back from the building, there was a high
mound of grass that covered a reservoir that served the pumping mechanism in the
building. This was accessed via a manhole on the top of the mound and was always kept
secure with a padlock for safety reasons, but this one time for whatever reason this
security device was missing (maybe the last person to do an inspection was not too
worried, as it was normally quite an isolated spot, or maybe he just simply forgot to re-
secure it). Anyway, on opening the manhole cover, although it was pitch black inside, we
could see clear deep water inside, with an array of steel steps and walkways allowing
official persons to enter and do whatever inspections required, which we could just make
out in the daylight entering the darkness via the open manhole cover. We descended into
the depths but thought better of it, as we had no means of illumination with us and the
thought of falling into a watery grave and being unable to get out deterred us, so we
emerged back out and departed from the area.

Next door to this pumping station at that time was the nurseries run by the Devenish
family, one of whose sons | went to school with. Shortly after they purchased the place,
they had a brand new bungalow built within their nursery area, that sported a large
television projected picture screen that took up a major portion of one wall and could
clearly be seen from the main road as you passed by. This must have been one of, if not
the only, large private screen in the town at that time, when most domestic TV set sizes
varied mainly from 12 inches to 19 inches, these being the norm of that era.

Yet another memory that has just popped back into my head when | was a small boy, is of
the old army single engine Auster two-seater aircraft, that landed in the fields near Boddy’s
cottages in the Hare Street Road. | don’t think it was an emergency landing, as | don’t
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recall seeing or hearing anything wrong with the aircraft but maybe it had been
commissioned to do some aerial photography of the area or something, but | do remember
the few times it took off from the field, we all held our breath as its wheels just clipped the
high hedge, an event that was very rare indeed to have any sort of aircraft set down in the
vicinity of Buntingford or surrounding areas.

The next memory is of the Worboys family. Mrs Worboys would quite often organize a
party of various ladies to partake in a pea-picking or potato picking venture for one of the
farming families, usually Jack Frye at Alswick Hall farm. A lorry would call round on a route
and transport the volunteers to and from the appropriate fields where necessary, enabling
the women to earn a bit extra money to subsidise their weekly income to their homes, one
sometimes being my mother and I. Around this time Charles, Mrs Worboys husband who
worked at Alswick Hall as an employee, was involved in a bad accident on the farm using
a circular saw which severed one of his hands at the wrist, resulting in him having to wear
a hook as a substitute for the rest of his life. | believe to avoid any huge insurance claim a
job for life was offered to Charles, which he duly accepted but because of his limitation,
dexterity wise with the hook, the main job he would quite often be seen doing, was
trimming the overgrown foliage up and down the Hare Street Road and being an amiable
sort of chap, would often be willing to pass the time of day with us when mum and | were
out for a walk in that area.

Like the pea and potato picking events, | can also recall occasions when the Aylott family
once or twice hired “extra’s” to assist them in the fields opposite the causeway. Using their
antiquated equipment, they would cut the field of hay with a power scythe then, as another
tractor gathered the hay in from around the field using a large rake attached to the front of
the tractor, it would be deposited at the base of a portable elevator and the “extra’s”, by
means of pitchforks, loaded the hay on the elevator for the farmhands to construct a
haystack in the field.

To be continued

Free Racio Advertisingfy Bt

If you are running an event in Buntingford or in the surrounding villages, such as a Village
Fete; School PTA Event; Town Carnival; Christmas Shopping Night etc., let me help you
advertise it with a free shout on our local radio station — Hertbeat FM 106.9FM! (Please
note that this is not for private business advertising.)

Hertbeat FM has a weekly audience of over 50,000 people in Stevenage, Hertford, Ware,
Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, Hitchin and Letchworth — and everywhere in between.
Almost half the listeners have children. Imagine how much exposure we can give
Buntingford and how much more trade we can bring to our town.

All you need to do is send me the event details — the date; time; entrance price; key
selling points etc. | will pass it all on to Hertbeat FM, who will then tell all of Hertfordshire
about it.

Contact me by phone on 07931 619161 or via email at helen@playmoderntennis.com.

| look forward to hearing from you!
Helen Littleford

19




ln the last issue of the Joumal, [ asked some of my friends to
comment on what theg would like for Christmas. | et’s see if thcg
got what thcy wanted:

Michael Scuuy, “No, | didn't get a turtle, but | am getting two

soon!”

Kyan r"iarpin, “No, umcortunatelg | didn't get the [Fifa 09 game.”
Charlotte Morrison, “Yes, ]got the bratz gir[z rca“\lj rock — ps2 gamel”
[ mma Calder, “Yes, | had a ]ovc]g time with my Familg this Christmas!”
| hope you are all cnjoging your (Christmas presents, but if you didm't get what you wanted and

are s[ight[g &isappointed, think of this... M3 (Grandad gota GOAT from my Nanl!!
Jn the next issue | will tell you about his reaction, and wlﬂg my Nan tl‘yougl‘yt itwas a goo& ideal

JoyFul Jamborcc Januarg

| am going to start off with saying, HAFFY NEW VYEAR!

The on[y t}ﬁing about the Cl‘yristmas break is that you have to go back to school aFtcrwarcls,
imowing that what you got for Christmas is what you wanted, or what you didr’t want, and you
have to try not to get toojcalous about what your friends got. But also going back with }‘uigh
]‘lopes for the New Year! Januarg had a surPrising few &ays of snow at the Beginning, one of
which was an inset dag, so that made it special as we were off school. T his was clc]cinitclyjoyFul
for everyone. A lot of my friends and ] went out into town and had snowball Fights, made

snowmen ancl 5now~angc!s, went tobogganing ancl !‘lad loacls OF FUI‘X.

Fabulous ]':antastic r:ebruary

| ittle snowclrops are Popping up from the ground CVCFyW}‘IéFﬁ. That dc]cinitclg gives us l’yopc
that sPring is around the corner!

This \/alentines Dag, make sure your loved ones know thcg are very special to you. ]t’s that
time of year again, where you SPend loads of money for the one you love. Fven spcnding a little
time with them, ta‘dng them to a movie, out to dinner or buging them some treats would mean a
lot. But also remember those ones who don’t have anyone. Magbc even making or buging a little
card for them wouldr’t hurt. \/a]entincs Dag actua“g started over 1,500 years ago. According
to a [egencl, \/alcntinc was a priest who went against the Roman E_mperor C]au&ius, bg
continuing to Perform marriages. |t seems that (Claudius realized no young men wanted tojoin
his army because thcg didn't want to leave their wives and sweethearts. \When it was discovered
that Valentine was still Pcr‘Forming marriages in secret, he was sentenced to death. Valentine
a”eg@c”g cured ’chejailcr‘s claugl’vter of blindness, and on the night before his execution, sent a
note to her signecl from your ‘\/afentine”. Hc rePortccug died on Fcbruary i‘%th 269 AD.
| wonderif that is the truth?

| ook out in the next issue for:
Manic Mad March
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BUNTINGFORD ADULT LEARNING FOR FUN
(formerly WEA Buntingford)

'It's a Mathematical World'
Tutor: Brian Catlow

Our new five-week Monday evening course entitled 'lt's a Mathematical World' starts on
23" February, 7:45pm to 9:00pm, at Seth Ward Community Centre.

The course will try to reflect the interests of its members but topics might include: Shape
in nature and the man-made world; Numbers and their personalities; The mathematics of
recreations and games/the laws of chance.

This is a hands-on course with plenty of interesting activities which should appeal to all
levels of expertise, irrespective of experience. So, why not gain a new perspective on the
Eden Project, try to understand the geometry of a turtle’s shoulder-joint, learn why some
numbers behave irrationally and find out what is so special about £12 -18s -11d?

We have coffee before the meeting starts.

If you would like any more information about courses, please phone Julia Peacock on
01763 272584 or Joan Jones on 01763 273341.

Music @ St. Mary’s Church, Braughing
Saturday 14" March at 7:30pm
Jazz — The Dixieland All Stars

A top quality group of professional jazz musicians come together to perform a
fantastic programme of Dixieland jazz. Led by John Bridge on trombone, band
members’ credits include BBC Big Band, Diana Ross, the Midnight Follies
Orchestra and the Pasadena Roof Orchestra. The Band performs at events
ranging from concert halls to open air fetes, and aims for high quality and
thoroughly enjoyable entertainment.

Tickets: £12, £10 or £15 on the door. Children — free
For further information and tickets please email, telephone or fax:
Telephone: 01763 289073
bookings@braughingmusicsociety.co.uk

Visit our website: www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk
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PRIVATE ALEX HANSON

Too often the youth of today get bad press, but since 2001 the British Armed forces have
been fighting the war against terrorism in Afghanistan, sustaining injuries and loss of life.
Young men, like our local Para, Alex Hanson, put their lives on the line for you and me.

Alex Hanson was born in Cardiff in 1988. His family moved to Buntingford in 1994 when
his father, Edward, got a job in Welwyn Garden City. Alex went to Layston C of E First
School, Edwinstree and then Freman College, where he passed 10 GCSEs. He joined the
army cadets at Seth Ward Community Centre while at school.

Following his first tour of duty in Afghanistan, | asked this brave young man some
questions about his life in the army.

How old were you when you decided that you wanted to join the army and what did
you think that you would be doing?

| was interested in joining the army from a very young age, but | think it was around the
age of 14 that | decided on it for definite and haven't looked back since. After doing some
research and watching some classic films and TV programmes, | knew | wanted to be a
paratrooper and join the ranks of the famous Parachute Regiment.

When did you sign up and where did you do your basic training?

| decided | wanted to go straight into the army from school, so at 16, once | had finished
my GCSEs, | went to the Army Foundation College in Harrogate. People who are too
young to join up can go there for a year to build up their fitness and soldiering skills, plus
get some extra civilian qualifications.

Were you nervous about leaving home?
Not really, just excited.

How long have you been in the army?
I've been in the 2nd Battalion of the Parachute Regiment (2 Para) since December 2006,
but | started training at Harrogate in September 2005.

Where are you based in the UK?
I'm at Colchester Garrison, with the rest of 16 Air Assault Brigade.

Did you make friends easily?
Yes, everyone is in the same situation as you, so it's pretty easy to get on with everyone
there.

Have you learned a trade in the army?

| am a Paratrooper, so I'm part of Britain's best frontline infantry. 1 am currently a
reconnaissance soldier within my battalion. It's our job to go behind enemy lines, find them
and report back with as much information on the enemy as we can obtain.

Where did you do your basic training?

After my year in Harrogate | moved on to Catterick and the Phase 2 Infantry Training
Centre, Parachute Regiment Company, for four months, where | had to do the legendary
P Company training. This is a gruelling series of physical and mental tests to make sure
that you are ready for parachute training. When you pass P Company, you get to wear the
coveted maroon beret.

What did you enjoy most about basic training?
All the laughs | had with my mates, whether on exercise, adventure training or whatever!
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What did you dislike about basic training?
The early mornings, up at 5:00am every day!

Was Afghanistan your first posting?
Yes, my first tour was in the Helmand province in Afghanistan.

When they told you that you were going there, what were your feelings and
expectations?

| was just really excited because | was going to be doing the job | had been training for, for
all that time.

Did they explain what you would be doing?
Yes, we got loads of briefs about the situation and what our part would be in it all.

What did you do in Afghanistan?

We started off in a place called Forward Operating Base (FOB) Robinson. Basically, it was
a camp on the edge of the green zone, where we commenced local patrols to deter the
Taliban. We did a couple of deliberate operations where we went and attacked the
Taliban. We then moved to the Kajaki Dam for the last four months of our tour, where our
main objective was to defend the dam at all costs and prevent the Taliban taking it over.
There was also a major operation going on while we were there to get a new turbine into
the dam. Over 200 Taliban were killed in that operation, with no British casualties.

What were the living conditions like — the accommodation, food, recreation etc.?

In FOB Robinson we lived in cargo containers, which got boiling hot during the day, but
the food was relatively good for the circumstances, although a bit repetitive and basic.
When in Kajaki, we lived in an old Russian barracks, so we had fairly decent rooms.

What was your worst experience while
there?

| had a lot of bad experiences out there, for
example trying to fight in 50°C heat; there
was the constant threat of standing on a
mine or an I|ED (improvised explosive
device); sometimes going without washing
for weeks; constantly sweating, even at
night. But none of that compares to watching
close friends getting blown up by IEDs,
which | have seen on quite a few occasions.
| lost many good friends, killed on this tour.
Our battle group lost 15 soldiers all together.

What was your best experience while
there?

One good thing about being based at the
dam was that in our down-time, we
occasionally got to go for a swim in the dam,
which was surreal because then you think
you're on holiday.

Continued over ...
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What were the local people like — did you feel welcome or not? How did they behave
towards you?

The closer the locals were to your base, the more friendly they were and sometimes
helpful. The closer we got to Taliban ground, the local people tended to be more
aggressive towards us.

What did you do in your spare time?

When we weren't on patrol or sorting out our kit or doing other duties, | usually went to the
gym, swam, sunbathed, listened to music, watched films on portable DVD players, or read
books. Not all that much you can do really.

Did you see much action?

We had three mountains next to our base in Kajaki which had observation posts on them,
so we never really got mortared that often because the peaks would sort them out. We did
have quite a lot of contact when we went out on patrol, mainly the Taliban setting up
ambushes for us, and there were a few close shaves, but fortunately the Taliban aren't
great shots, it's just pot luck when they hit someone!

Have your experiences in action changed you in any way?
I don't think so. Apparently it can take up to 10 years before you get affected by battle
stress.

Has the army lived up to your expectations?
Pretty much. I've enjoyed most of it, but they do have a tendency to mess you about a lot.

Do you know where your next posting will be?
2 Para is set to be going back to Afghanistan in 2010.

How long do you think you will stay in the army and how do you see your career
developing?

I'm hoping to go on a combat medics course, so
I will effectively become the platoons' medic, but
| reckon I'll be in 2 Para for a few more years
yet.

Would you recommend joining the army to
other young men and women?

If they are interested and they reckon they would
enjoy it, I'd say go for it. If you don't like it, you
have three months to decide if the Army is not
for you.

How do you think your family felt and coped
with you being sent to Afghanistan?

Well, | know they prefer me being home and I'm
sure they had some hard times, but they did
send me loads of parcels and | made sure
whenever there was a death, I'd ring them as
soon as possible to let them know | was safe.

Thanks go to Alex for giving us a glimpse of life
in the army. I'm sure that all our readers will join

Alex with his medal, recently presented to

. s : him by Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, for
me in wishing him a successful, and safe, army his Afghanistan duty.

career.
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Ffreman
<<=V College
CAN YOU OFFER A WORK PLACEMENT TO ONE OF OUR
STUDENTS?
We are very keen to hear from any local businesses, (or further a field),

who would be prepared to offer a work placement for one of our
students, from June 8" — 12™.

This is especially important this year, as the current economic climate
has lead to a reduction in placements available, and we want to ensure
all our | Year students have the opportunity to attend a placement.

Please contact Ms Jones on 01763 271818 if you think you can help.

Buntingfordddl el iRl Ia (=11

Presents

Cinders — The True Story

7

G
Cinderell

By David Tristram

Fri 30" Jan at 8:00pm

Sat 31! Jan at 7:30pm

Fri 6" Feb at 8:00pm

Sat 7" Feb at 2:30pm & 7:30pm

at The Benson Hall
(opposite the Co-op)

SG9 9HT Tickets £7.50 & £5.00
: From Kirkhams
Licensed Bar Buntingford High Street

For more information visit our website
www.buntingforddrama.org
or phone Clive on 01763 271012
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@  Buntingford Swimming Club
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The Club had a very good year in 2008 and we are hoping that the many successes
achieved will continue into 2009.

A brief résumé of 2008:
In just our second year in the Hertfordshire Major League, we were promoted to the
second division after entering galas in January, February and March.

We easily maintained our position in the second division of the 'Peanut’ League series
of galas for younger swimmers, finishing in eighth place.

The 2008 Triathlon was another fantastic success, with 130 athletes taking part from
seven different clubs. The trophies were shared around the clubs, with Buntingford and
Hertford Swimming clubs winning the majority. It was also good to see four dads taking
part. Was that a good idea? — ask the dads.

Our Club Championships had the largest entry for many years. Everybody performed well,
club records were broken and our swimmers achieved a number of 'personal bests'.

The Age Group trophy winners were:

Girls u/10 Danielle Close Boys u/10 Kieron Watkins
Girls u/12 Philipa Watkins Boys u/12 Rhodri Hughes
Girls u/14 Charlotte Johnson Boys u/14 Adam Sheahan
Girls u/16 Tara Power Boys u/16 Ben Johnson
Girls 'Open'  Christina Branch Boys 'Open' Niall Power

Special award winners were:

Beverley Carr Award for most improved girl — Charlotte Johnson

Beverley Carr Award for most improved boy — Adam Sheahan

Mayors Cup for all-round contribution to the club — the Johnson Family

Global Travel Award for good all-round attitude to the club (girls) — Anastasia May
Harpenden Kitchens Award for all-round attitude to the club (boys) — Nick Dickens

The awards were presented by Mrs Jayne Evans, the Hertfordshire ASA County
President, at a very full AGM, where all our committee members were also re-elected.

We now have four newly qualified ASA teachers helping on the poolside and thanks to
Steve Coote's hard work, we received our 'Swim 21' re-accreditation. We entered both
county and 'Open' events during the year, with some great results. Medals and trophies
were won at every event we entered, with good performances at the Daplyn Trophy Gala.
The club also achieved some good results at the friendly galas we attended.

The Hertfordshire Mercury held a county-wide competition and we won third place in the
'Community Club of the Year' category. Our Chairman, Richard Moody, was delighted to
receive the award at the presentation evening at Hatfield University. We also won a £200
cash award in the Mercury '‘Community Cash Pot' event, held in November.
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In 2009 we will have to perform well in the second division of the Major League, as the
distances being swum are longer than we are used to, so it is going to be a challenge for
everyone. We can only go and do our best, as we will only have had one training session
before the first round of competition.

There are quite a few 'friendly' galas lined up, which should give quite a few swimmers the
chance to shine. We are also hoping to have more water time in the not too distant future,
which will be a great help to us as a club.

Membership is still rising and we are always on the lookout for new swimmers, so if you
can swim at least two different strokes reasonably competently, why not give us a try?

You can always contact me on 01920 821722, or call at the pool any Thursday evening
from 5:30pm onwards.

Alan Bowell — Senior Coach, Buntingford Swimming Club (telephone 01920 821722)

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE « BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢« MARK DOEL « CO-OP SUPERMARKET
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢ KIRKHAMS « PIGGOTTS
DELISSIMO « WESTMILL TEA ROOM « COUNTRY FLOWERS

BUNTINGFORD W.I.

Our speaker at the December meeting was Jacqueline Yevlin who presented a Christmas
Special and kept us entertained with songs, amusing anecdotes and recitations. We had
sherry and mince pies and the meeting closed with everyone joining in singing carols.

In January we held our traditional New Year party, and invited guests from neighbouring
institutes to join us. The weather was awful that night but most of our members turned out
and, with the visitors from Therfield W.I. and Braughing W.I., about 35 of us sat down to a
‘Bring and Share Supper’.

This was followed by entertainment from local girl Kimberley Devonshire, who sang a
selection of songs (some of which she wrote herself) and played the piano.

Our meeting in February is on Thursday 12" at 7:45pm at the United Reformed Church
Hall. Our guest speaker is Don Mann and his subject is “Let's Draw Cartoons” — which
should mean plenty of hilarity!

Visitors are welcome at all our meetings.
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FEBRUARY
Sunday 1%

Tuesday 3"

Thursday 5"

Saturday 7™

Tuesday 10"

Thursday 12"

Sunday 15"

Tuesday 17"

Thursday 19"

Sunday 22™

Tuesday 24"

Thursday 26"

get more out of walking with the Ramblers

Royston and District Group
Walks for February

Morning walk Wadesmill, Chapmore End — 9 miles (Leaders Roger &
Linda 01763 261405) Meet at Royston Town Hall car park 9:30am

Morning walk Hormead — 5 miles (Leader Eric 01763 848576) Meet at
Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am

Morning walk St. Paul's Walden — 5 miles (Leader Linda 01462 453752)
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am
or Royal Oak ph, Langley (Herts) on B656 at 10:00am

Buntingford, Wyddial, Great Hormead linear walk — 7 miles to be
followed by lunch at The Three Tuns ph Great Hormead. Pre-order
lunch with leader by 18" January. (Leader David 01763 242677) Meet at
Royston Bus station for 9:06am Arriva bus 331 to Buntingford or meet at
Buntingford High Street car park, Bowling Green Lane (behind
Somerfield) at 9:40am. Returning by bus from Hare Street at 13:40 or
15:40. 1 mile walk from Great Hormead.

Morning walk Orwell, Wimpole — 5% miles (Leader Veronica 01223
207415) Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston
9:30am

Morning walk Anstey, Meesden, Scales Park — 52 miles (Leader David
01763 242677) Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road,
Royston 9:30am or Blind Fiddler ph Anstey 9:50am

Nortonbury, Ashwell — 12 miles (Leader Mike 01462 491032) Meet at
Royston Town Hall car park 9:30am or Nortonbury Common car park
9:50am

Morning walk Wandlebury — 6 miles (Leader Jane 01763 261565) Meet
at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am

Morning walk Therfield — 5% miles (Leaders Chantal & Christopher
01763 246221) Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road,
Royston 9:30am or near Fox & Duck ph Therfield 9:45am

Newport, Widdington — 1172 miles (Leader Paul 01763 244038) Meet at
Royston Town Hall car park 9:30am

Morning walk Meldreth — 5% miles (Leader Rama 01763 260565) Meet
at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am or
near The British Queen ph Meldreth 9:45am

Morning walk Harston — 5% miles (Leader Marion 01223 871524) Meet
at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am
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A Co-op Buntingford 9
are organising a ®

@1@ Quiz Night /@ @\

\v Friday 6t February 2009 &

b 7:00pm for 7:30pm start ,
3 4
oS at The Bury e
'\0‘3(\6 (former Sainsbury depot) @O'ée
WV
Teams of up to a maximum of 8 g

£6 per person (includes ploughman's)

Contact Deb on 01763 274321 or 01763 271522
to register your team now

All proceeds go to Edwinstree Middle School

N\
B.A.S.H. ,.;‘Pga”
Here's to B.A.S.H. <<=V College
ladies and gentlemen all, Treat yourself to a fantastic
Ring Mrs UWinter evening of music
And they respz:d to your call. Our Annual House Music Competition
th
They are helpful and kind, Wednesday 11™ February 2009
And they don't mind 7:00pm
LUOiting for you, Freman College, Bowling Green Lane

Be it minutes Each house has to produce a concert

Or an hour or two. comprising of a large and small choir, a solo
e performance, a composition and a large
Then home again ensemble. The standard of music-making is

. always amazingly high, and this year's

nght to your door, competition should be especially interesting
What more and hard-fought.

Could you wish for?

Please come along to hear Hepworth, Mills,

Good health | Moore and Butler, followed by adjudication

from Stephen Beaven, Head of Luton Music
Beryl Rhodes Nov. '08 | gorvice. P
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-:} GARDENING YEAR {:‘
FEBRUARY

As Shelley wrote in Ode to the West Wind: "If winter comes, can spring be far behind?"
An old saying is that February brings the thaw, or more likely, knowing our climate, the
rain. But there is still plenty to do in preparation for the approaching growing season. Once
spring arrives everything will need doing at once, so anything you can do now will be a
bonus.

General

e Finish winter digging and improve your soil by working in organic matter.
e [f you have poor soil, why not make a raised bed and buy in top soil.

e Clear the last of the autumn leaves from odd corners of the garden.

Vegetables
e Prepare soil for sowing.
e Start chitting potato tubers.

Trees and Shrubs

e Thin out overgrown shrubs by cutting out a few of the oldest looking branches at the
base of the plant.

e Plant new rose bushes if ground is workable and prune back to 20cm (8”).
e Prune summer flowering clematis to just above lowest set of buds.

Lawns
e [fdry and mild, mow the grass and prepare ground for new lawns.
o If wet, keep off the grass as much as you can.

Flowers & Patio Pots
e Lift and divide snowdrops.

e Deadhead pansies and violas and pinch out faded cyclamen flowers at the base of the
stem.

Ponds
e Rake out dead leaves before they rot and foul the water.
e Clear dead foliage from pond margins.

Top Tips

e Tidy up your shed and throw away rubbish that has accumulated during the year. (I
can hardly get into my shed, so if you have any spare time you can help me with my
clear-out.)

e Have your mower serviced before the spring rush.

e If your pond is frozen, melt a hole by holding a saucepan of hot water on top of the ice.
Frogs, fish and other pond life need to breathe. Never break the ice with a hammer or
the shock waves will kill your fish.

Brian Lemay
brian.lemay@talktalk.net

30




UR

N
" ¢ UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD

MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460
MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am
February 1 Morning Worship Dr Jeffrey Barham
8 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie
15 Morning Worship Rev Derek Newton
22 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all
children and young people.

The Bright Hour — a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting
speakers — meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on
the first Friday of the month.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freesewe.co.uk

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, ASPENDEN
South Door Renovations

At long last the renovations to the porch over the south door are being carried out.
Work commenced on 9" January and is scheduled to last for approximately 12 weeks.

During this time services will be conducted as normal, but access to the church will be via
the west door, in the Bell Tower.

The Churchwardens and PCC apologise for any inconvenience caused but if you have
any problems or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Clive Alexander, Churchwarden
Telephone 01763 271012
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BUNTINGFORD CAMPAIGN TO RESTORE FREE PARKING
FREE FROM 3

Buntingford's Chamber of Commerce has welcomed the forthcoming reduction in charges
in the town's car park from next month. Parking will be free from 3:00pm after new
regulations come into force on February 2",

East Herts Council, which imposed parking charges in the Bowling Green Lane car park
last March, has made the concession following pressure by the Buntingford Campaign to
Restore Free Parking.

The council's executive member for parking and transport, Clir Mike Carver, made the
decision to amend the hours that drivers should pay for parking in the car park. Until the
start of the new regulations, the charging times are from 7:30am to 6:30pm; the new times
will be 9:00am to 3:00pm.

Charges imposed on cars in the car park will also reduce. Currently, drivers have to pay
40p for one hour, 80p for two hours, increasing gradually to £3.50 for all-day parking. The
new charges will be the same for the first two hours but the charge for three hours will
reduce from £2 to £1.20 and the all-day charge will be £2. The charges, which according
to the council were brought in 'in response to comments from local residents', will continue
to apply on weekdays only.

James Radley, chairman of the town's Chamber of Commerce, welcomed the decision.
"Buntingford is a smashing little town," he said, "and we want people to be able to come in
to the town without having to rush around and make sure they get back to their cars before
the ticket runs out.

"The new times will allow shoppers to browse around our beautiful town at a leisurely pace
— we don't want them to rush into one shop and then be forced to go home because of the
parking costs. It will also allow shopkeepers time to give the excellent service | know they
can offer."

In particular, customers of such establishments as the clothes boutiques and furniture
stores need time to browse the stock without having to make a rushed decision, and then
take the time to have a drink in one of the coffee shops.

"The new hours will be a help for mums as they can come shopping after they pick up their
children from school," continued James, "but they will, of course, have their children with
them at that time. It's good to get the car park used more but what we would like to see is
free parking in the car park all the time, including Saturdays."

He suggested the car park costs should be incorporated into business rates so that
parking would be free. "This must be considered," he said, "because the elderly won't
come out at this time of year at 3:00pm as it would be getting dark before they get home.
It would also be more helpful for mums if they didn't have their children in tow."

Already the bollards introduced into the town's High Street are having an effect, especially
with those shops taking deliveries, he said. The street's furniture shop owner has been told
that he can't park outside the premises and must walk heavy items of furniture for a
considerable distance and the baker has also been told that he may not have delivery
vehicles parked outside. "Can you imagine trays of cream cakes being carried for a long
way down the pavement — the health and safety people would be horrified!" said James.
"The bollards make pedestrians safer but deliveries are a problem."

Chairman of the Buntingford Campaign to Restore Free Parking, Debbie Lemay,
recognised that the council had made a concession but said: "We will continue to press for
a withdrawal of all charges in the car park."
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Valentine’s Day is the perfect occasion to celebrate
with your loved one and look your best, so why not
take a few tips from a professional makeup artist?
Susan Bradfield is a fully trained makeup artist and
represents celebrity makeup artist, Daniel Sandler,
in Hertfordshire.

In order to achieve a flawless complexion and look
fabulous for this special occasion, follow these
simple steps:

Start with a good skincare routine. Cleanse, tone and moisturise.

Use a primer. This will make your foundation last much longer and will prevent the skin
from shining, as well as filling in open pores and fine lines.

Choose a foundation that exactly matches your skin. Always check the shade along
the jaw line, not on the back of your hand. Next, check the colour in natural daylight.
Use a light, silicone-based foundation for a beautiful sheer look. | recommend that you
always apply with a foundation brush.

Concealer is great to get rid of any unwanted shadows and blemishes that still persist
after the foundation. Use a small concealer brush to apply.

To set the foundation and concealer, you need to apply loose powder. Both foundation
and powder should be the same colour and apply lightly.

If you want more colour, apply bronzer where the sun would naturally tan your face,
such as the forehead, temples, cheekbones and chin.

Apply blusher to the apple of the cheek, for a pretty glow.

For a sexy smoky eye makeup, apply a pretty grey eye shadow on your lid and a small
amount under the lower lashes and then apply black eyeliner to the top and bottom
lashes. In order to get more dramatic eyes, you can apply a dark eye pencil in the
inner rim of the eye. Curl your lashes and apply several coats of a glossy, black
mascara.

When applying lipstick, blot with a tissue in between coats for a longer lasting effect
and apply a shiny gloss on top for a beautiful Valentine’s Day pout.

You are ready for the night!
Happy Valentine’s Day

To purchase a gift voucher for a 1-1 or group make-up lesson

contact Susan Bradfield on 07903 880524
Susan is also available for wedding and special occasion makeup.
www.susanbmakeup.co.uk
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U3A IN BUNTINGFORD

Following the very successful public meeting, held in early December 2008, the decision
was taken to form a U3A in Buntingford.

The first steering committee meeting to set up a U3A in Buntingford was held on Monday
5™ January 2009. Most of the officials elected to run the U3A in Buntingford are set out at
the foot of the page.

This large committee will be spending its time helping to set up the U3A. The next meeting
is on Monday 9™ February 2009 at the Community Centre, followed by the first monthly
meeting, also to be held in the Community Centre, on Monday 9" March at 2:00pm, for
everyone who wishes to join and create a vibrant U3A in Buntingford.

There will be many self-supporting interest groups set up for members to carry on learning
and to enjoy other activities including:

Walking and strolling; taking part in music; reading for pleasure; computer training;
photography; visits to places of interest; exploring London; concerts; theatres; keep fit
classes; food appreciation; talking groups and many other interesting subjects depending
on the requirements of the membership.

The cost for each interest group will be kept to a minimum. The overall membership and
affiliation fee for the period to the 31°' December 2009 will be £12.50 per member.

It is the membership who will make the U3A in Buntingford a success. A marvellous by-
product of the U3A movement is the opportunity to meet new people, make new friends,
learn new skills and visit new places.

Officers elected:

Chairman John Croll

Vice chairman Robin Southgate

Secretary Fliss Sandell

Assistant secretary Evelyn Smith

Treasurer Norman Oliver

Membership secretary Christine Jeffries

Interest groups co-ordinator Jean Devenish

Programme secretary Mia Cooper

Buntingford banner editor Teresa Wurr

Committee member Iris Cannon (to assist the membership secretary)

L OGS FOR SALE

_ To advertise in the
Cut to size by request

Buntingford Journal
Delivered to your home / call Bob Jackson on

Hay and Haylage @

Please contact John on:

Tel: 01763 272516
Mobile: 07773 845648

01763 271463
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BUNTINGFORD

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

Sharing Leisure
Activities
Life long learning
It is never too late to expand your

horizons

The U3A is coming to Buntingford

The first Monthly meeting for all who want to
join is to be held
at the Seth Ward Community Centre on
Monday 8th March 2009 at 2.00pm

UBA offers people who have partly retired or fully
retired the opportunity to share
knowledge, experience and talents with others
and learn from them in friendly surroundings

Come along and find out what it
’\ is all about
B o

The U3A is a rapidly

expanding movement all
over the UK and around
the world

Buntingfor
Twinning Association

_presents

Freman College, Bowling Green Lane

Saturday 14th March 2009

p— 8pm to 11.30pm

The Fabulous

Pete Sifins Come along.... and

. - dance the night
No expensive bar prices! away!l
Just Bring Your Own

Drink and Glasses

Tickets £12.50 (including Supper
Available from- Jean Cook- Tel 01763 271435

2 Aspenden Church
Festival
Committee

o i

Saturday 28™ February 2009

7:30pm prompt
Benson Hall
(opposite the Co-op)

£7 including
supper
Please bring your own
drink and glasses

Tickets from Sheila
on 01763 271256

Q

BUNTINGFORD & DISTRICT
CAGE BIRD SOCIETY

AGM

Tuesday 3™ February 2009
8:00pm Benson Hall
New members welcome

Society meets on the
first Tuesday of each month
at 8:00pm at Benson Hall
for slide shows, talks, videos and
birds. Annual quiz, table show and
our annual bird show in November

Enquiries from Mr W Lodge (Secretary)
on 01920 438482
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THE NIGHT SKY IN FEBRUARY

Wishing you a belated Happy New Year.

The cold weather we have been experiencing this winter frustratingly hasn’t brought the
clear skies with it we might have hoped for. Fingers crossed for less fog and cloud in
February.

Venus continues to put on a dazzling display in the southwest after the Sun sets. If you are
able to align a telescope on our sister planet then you will be rewarded with a tantalising
view of its crescent phase.

Saturn is now rising in the east during early evening and is visible all night long. It appears
as a bright yellow star underneath the hind quarters of Leo the Lion. At the moment its ring
system appears edge on to us, which gives it a very different view from what one usually
expects or is depicted in photographs. It won’t be visible to us in the UK looking like this
until 2035, so it really is worth getting a look at it through a telescope now.

A sketch of Saturn made by the author
during the final days of December shows
the kind of view you can expect through a
telescope.

On the 24" Saturn pairs up with a passing comet, comet C/2007 N3 Lulin, or just plain
Lulin for short. With binoculars, the comet should be easily visible as a fuzzy smudge just
below the bright planet. | find comets magical objects. Travelling from the distant reaches
of our solar system at a fantastic rate they soon disappear again. As they move against
the background stars each observation you make of them is a unique experience. Comets
are also unpredictable, often brightening or dimming without warning or breaking up
unexpectedly. The pairing of this interloper with Saturn is certainly an opportunity not to be
missed.

Let us take a look at some of this month’s prominent constellations. Auriga the ‘Charioteer’
is high over head. It has a distinct pentagon shape which makes it quite easy to identify;
the right hand star of the ‘pent’ top is extremely bright — this is ‘Capella’. To the lower right
of Capella is an obvious small triangle of stars; this is known as ‘The Kids'— young goats,
one assumes, not young children.

This constellation contains three bright and delightful open clusters of stars, all well within
the grasp of binoculars. If you sweep the sky from Gemini upwards, just before you reach
the pentagon of Auriga you will encounter the first of these clusters, M37. The M signifies
Messier after the gentleman who catalogued it. Once you cross into the pentagon itself
look out for the next cluster, M36. Pushing on just short of the pentagon's centre we find
our final cluster, M38. This is actually my favourite as it has another much fainter and finer
cluster as a very close neighbour. A good pair of steadily held 10x50 binoculars may
reveal it and a small telescope certainly will.

The sketches | have made on the next page will show you what you can expect to see with
a small telescope.
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M36 M37 M38

I can’t conclude my guide for February without reminding you to take a look at the
incredible Orion nebula found hanging below the Hunter's belt and adorning his sword.
This massive swirling cloud of stellar gas and dust embedded with hot young stars is the
wonder of the winter night sky. You can spot it as an uncertain misty patch without any
optical aid. Binoculars start to reveal its glory, a small telescope will leave the viewer
spellbound on their first encounter. Not only is it a beautiful spectacle but feed your
imagination with a few facts to further enhance the view. The light you see from the nebula
has been travelling across space for 1,500 years before it reaches your eye. The nebula is
illuminated by a cluster of bright hot young stars at its centre, which have formed there
from the coalescing dust and gas. Planets are also forming within the nebula around the
new stars.

Charles Messier gave the Great Orion nebula two catalogue numbers: M42 for the main
nebulous mass and M43 for the smaller detached upper region. Can you make out the two
regions with your telescope or binoculars?

This is how you
will encounter
the great nebula
through a small
telescope, M43 is
uppermost.

Use this map to locate
the objects discussed
above, to identify the
constellations and g
brighter stars.

Until March | wish you
clear skies to enjoy the
wonders that February has : e
to offer. o — ‘ . Looking South

Dale Holt enjoys receiving your emails at chippingdale.observatory@btinternet.com
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BUNTINGFORD ScouT GROUP

We wanted to take this opportunity to announce the amounts of money raised at several
fundraising events, which were advertised in the Buntingford Journal and held during
November and December 2008.

Although this was a busy time for everyone involved, we are pleased that we managed to
raise the following amounts:

Scout Quiz Night £505.60

Santa run £1624.08

Annual Scout Group raffle £454.30
Chocolate tombola £525.49

Late night shopping £175.77

Thank you to everyone that came and supported these events, or to those who made a
donation on our annual Santa run. This money will help purchase vital equipment, keeping
our hut running and also go into our building fund. We really do rely on all your generous
support to keep our group running; for all of these events we are really glad to say that we
raised more in 2008 than we did in previous years running the same events.

Watch our for other events over forthcoming months. We hope people continue to support
Buntingford Scout Group and come along and join in.

Yours in Scouting

Jo McNamara
Group Scout Leader

¥

be prepared ¢ o« «

Annual General Meeting
6" March 2009
at 7:00pm
Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane

Please feel free to come along and attend this
meeting.
We look forward to seeing you.

38



é Friday 20" March 2009

The Community Centre ¢ Luynes Rise ¢ Buntingford

13 — 17 year olds
Tickets £2 (available from Freman College and the Youth Club)

A disco is set to go ahead on Friday 20" March 2009, thanks to PCSO
Sarah Brown securing funding through an initiative from East Herts
District Council. All monies collected will be used for future local
projects.

Look out for more advertising coming soon.

1.2.8.2.0.8.0.000 0000088080080 800800880808008000080008008000808800.

The Buntingford Dancing School Show

'‘Cinemotion’
Friday 13" and Saturday 14™ March
Broxbourne Civic Hall

Approximately 180 children will be taking part in
Cinemotion, and the majority come from Buntingford
and the surrounding villages. The performances are
all inspired by the world of cinema, with children
dancing and singing to well-known musical excerpts
from the movies.

Tickets on sale from 28" February. Contact Philippa
McMeechan for more details on 01763 271010.

Please take a look at the new website
www.buntingforddancingschool.co.uk.

1.2.8.2.0.8.0.000 0000088080080 800800880808008000080008008000808800
39

2624 24 54 24 3 24 36 24 34 24 - 24 3 24 34 24 34 226 2 24 3 24 24 22 -2 -2
2 54 24 26 24 36 24 24 24 24 3 24 34 24 34 24 2 24 3 24 24 224 22 2 242 2


http://www.buntingforddancingschool.co.uk/

BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able
Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus trips for February 2009

Thurs 5™ [ 9:30am - 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town centre Bus £4
Tues 10" [ 10:30am — 2:00pm | Letchworth — drop-off at Morrisons Bus £5
Thurs 12" [ 9:30am - 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

Tues 17" [ 10:30am — 3:00pm | Welwyn Garden City — John Lewis, Debenhams, | Bus£7
M&S, WH Smith, Boots etc.

Thurs 19" [ 9:30am - 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town centre Bus £4

Sat 21 2:30pm Performance 'The Wizard of Oz' by The Young Bus £4
Arcadians at The Plinston Hall, Letchworth. Tickets £8

Thurs 26" [ 9:30am — 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4

Thurs 5" [ 9:30am — 12ish Bishop's Stortford Town centre Bus £4

To book a seat or for more information
phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708

LUNCH BREAK — SouP & RoLL £1.50

Wednesday 18" February
Benson Hall

12noon — 2:00pm
Coffee *x Raffle * Cakes * Bric-a-Brac * Marmalade
Proceeds for the mini-bus

EASIER LIVING MOBILE EXHIBITION OF EQUIPMENT

Thursday 19" February 2009
10:00am — 12 noon
URC Church Hall, Buntingford

All sorts of equipment and useful gadgets that can make life that bit easier,
at low prices.
Cutlery « bath aids  elastic shoelaces ¢ aids for putting on socks/stockings ¢ jar
openers °* long-handled shoe horns ¢ hand rails * folding walking sticks etc.

Free advice and information on retailing of equipment, services, holidays etc.,
suitable for the less able.
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN FC

/ www. buntingfordtownfc.com N

Harold Wilson once said "A week is a long time in politics", and the same has also been
said about our national sport. It is about two months since | last updated the journal with
the goings-on at Buntingford Town FC, and if a week is a long time, then eight weeks must
be an eternity. Since the last issue we have lost a manager, found a replacement
manager, held two fundraising quizzes and had fixtures postponed due to the weather;
we’ve even found time to play a few football matches. Never a dull moment, as they say.

At the end of November our first team manager, Luke Capon, left the club having been
approached by Spartan South Midlands League outfit, Bedford FC. While we would never
stand in the way of anybody bettering themselves in the game, it was rather disappointing
for this to happen mid-way through a campaign. Shades of last season, I'm afraid, almost
to the day.

The timing made it difficult to find a replacement, but
fortunately Steve Foster, who was with us four years ago,
contacted us and offered to run the side until the end of the
season. Steve was assistant manager when we won the
Herts Intermediate Cup and gained promotion to the Premier
Division of the Herts Senior County League, so we are
pleased to have him back. He brings with him an experienced
coach, Tony Armitage, and by the time you read this article
the indications are that we will have a super-fit squad, if first
impressions are anything to go by.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who
attended our 70s / 80s pop music quiz in November and the
general knowledge quiz in January; both events were well-
attended and raised much-needed funds for the club. Win or lose, everybody seemed to
have a good time!

Steve Foster

Since November we have had no less than seven postponements due to bad weather
and, following the departure of Luke, the First Team has had a few bad results. However,
highlights were wins over Bedmond and Wormley Rovers, which have kept the team in
contention for a mid-table position. During his first match in charge, Steve Foster then saw
his side achieve a 3-3 draw with Sandridge Rovers.

The ever-improving Reserves registered a win over Knebworth, and are doing their utmost
to play themselves out of the relegation zone. The improvement is so marked that | have a
sneaking suspicion that they might just manage it before the season closes.

The Vets recently registered a well-deserved 6-3 win over Walkern Vets, despite trying to
throw away a 5-0 half-time lead. Over the Christmas period they also teamed up with the
Buntingford Cougars adult side, in a charity match which turned out to be another high-
scoring affair, with 10 goals shared between the teams. Our Veterans have a great team
spirit, taking the game seriously when necessary but always ready to enjoy the occasion
for what it is — just a game of football.

At the time of writing no fixtures are available for February, so check the web at
www.buntingfordtownfc.com for the latest club news.

Chris Thurgill
Chairman, Buntingford Town FC
email: sec@buntingfordtownfc.com
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Ffreman NEWS FROM FREMAN COLLEGE
<V College

Last half term was as busy as ever with lots of hard work for all year groups, as well as a
wide array of extra-curricular activities, including House cross-country, basketball, rugby
and hockey. This year's Shakespeare, The Taming of the Shrew, was a great success and
highly entertaining, with some fantastic individual performances. The audience for the
Upper Sixth Drama group's performance were also treated to some truly outstanding
performances.

The end of term brought all the traditional treats associated with Christmas at Freman.
Firstly, the making and delivering of the Christmas hampers which, with each year that
passes, become more and more elaborate. One grateful local pensioner who received the
prize-winning best decorated hamper, wrote to thank the students and said, "What a sight
met my astonished gaze in the form of young people bringing a kind gift, complete with a
Christmas tree — flashing lights included!" It is great to see tutor groups working so well
together, and being so generous.

As ever, the Christmas concert was a lovely mix of carols and music, getting us in the
mood for the holiday ahead. The last day of term sent us all off with wide smiles on our
faces, courtesy of the Upper Sixth and the excellent entertainment they, and the staff, put
on for everyone. | really want to say a special thank you to the Upper Sixth for doing the
best Sixth Form Awards | have yet seen. They managed to hit just the right note, making
everyone laugh but without doing so at anyone's expense. They have set an excellent
standard for the years to come.

The last day of term came as light relief for the E Years in particular, given that they had
spent the preceding fortnight taking their mock GCSEs. We were most impressed, not only
by their excellent conduct throughout the exams, but also the hard work that the vast
majority had put into their revision.

The term ahead is a busy one, not just for the E Years but for everyone, with AS and A2
exams for the Sixth Form through until the end of January. We have the Intermission Play
and House Music to look forward to, as well as House basketball, football, netball and
swimming. Soon the | Year will need to start planning their work experience placements in
June, while after half term, our A Year students will begin the process of thinking about
what subjects they will be studying in the | Year.

It is not just the students who have major decisions to make in the term ahead. The
governors are considering whether the college should become a Foundation school. There
are already many Foundation schools in Hertfordshire, including several local schools
such as: Herts and Essex Girls' School; the Boys' High School in Bishop's Stortford and
Richard Hale in Hertford. Becoming a Foundation school would not change the ethos or
character of the college, but would give us greater freedom to make decisions, in the
interests of our students and local community, independently of the County Council. A
consultation process will be taking place over the coming weeks, and there will be an open
meeting at the College at 6pm on Thursday 5" February. If any members of the local
community would like to come along to ask questions or give their views, they would be
very welcome. Please contact the College office on 01763 271818 to let us know if you
would like to attend the meeting.

As we look forward to a busy and successful year ahead, | would like to thank the local
community for its continuing support for the College.

Helen Loughran, Headteacher
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BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SocIAL CLUB

I C U affiliated F o A
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS
et o Telephone 01763 271889 et o
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

DON'T FORGET CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS NOW DUE
% BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY 3

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize
ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm

Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING
There is a quiz on every 2" Tuesday in the month
J Live entertainment Saturdays except

2"? saturday in the month J
Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine = Sky sports and Setanta
We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON'T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!
New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members, you are
always welcome to rejoin at anytime.

SOME EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 28™ February — Terry Gauci comedian, who was with the Brothers Lee
Saturday 7" March — Micaelia Baptiste and her band, Soul Funk

JJJ?JJJ?JJJ?JJJ?JJJ?JJJ?JJJ?J?JJJ?JJJ?nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnng
SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change)

7" February ABAKUS fantastic rock band covers Pink Floyd,

Kaiser Chiefs, Paul Weller, The Who and Snow Patrol
14" February Free juke box, pool and snooker
21% February 20/20 — great band, 60s to up-to-date. This group usually

play cruises, so we were lucky to book them

28" February Terry Gauci comedian and Walk Right Back duo. This will
be a fun night

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT

To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

NRRRRRNNRRRRRRRRIRIRIRRNRRNRNRIRRIRRRNRNRIRIRIRRENR
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| N !sabel Hospice [/ (| FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Local Care for Local People since 1982

Isabel Hospice 2009 Sunflower Swim
Come and join in and spread a little sunshine

It will be our 5™ Fun Swim at Haileybury College pool in Hertford Heath on Sunday 22™
February and we are allocating times and swim lanes now. Each year the swim takes on a
new theme and the theme for 2009 is the sunflower, which is particularly apt, as this is the
international symbol of the hospice movement. It is hoped that swimmers will cover a
collective 100 miles on the day.

Team names registered this year include Forres Flowers, a team of staff and teachers
from Forres Primary School in Hoddesdon, who have put a team in for the last few years.
We also have The Sunflower Paddlers and The Sunflower Splashers, both teams of Isabel
Hospice nurses, and The Turtles from the Hospice’s physio department.

Organiser Pam Shepherd said: "The sponsored swim is a great way to support a really
valued local charity and swim off any Christmas excesses too. Last year Isabel Hospice
helped over 2,500 local patients, and their families, who were suffering from life-limiting
illnesses such as cancer. Many people who take part in the swim do so in memory of a
loved one and others do it just because it has become known as such a fun event. It is
worth bearing in mind that when you get sponsorship you may be able to get this matched
by your employer, which is a great way of raising the total money raised, without having to
swim any extra lengths. If you would like an application form you can download one from
www.isabelhospice.org.uk or give me a ring on 01707 382500."

Our 2008 swimmers really pulled out the stops and raised almost £20,000.

Every £1 raised makes a difference and every £1 raised in the swim goes directly towards
patient care. Churchills Chartered Surveyors in Hertford, Digital Media Services of Covent
Garden and Haileybury School in Hertford Heath sponsor the event.

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS - | know it is a bit late in the year.

The Christmas meeting seems so long ago, but it was a great success and | think
everyone enjoyed themselves.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 4" February when David Scerry will be talking about
vegetables in a small garden. As most new houses nowadays seem to be built with small
gardens, it does seem quite appropriate. Eating healthily are the current buzz-words, so
why not come along to see what he suggests for us.

The competition this month is a snowdrop.

We are actively recruiting new members just now, so why not contact me to learn more
about what we do and what visits etc. we arrange. You will be very welcome.

We meet at the URC Hall in Baldock Road at 7:45pm for 8:00pm, every first Wednesday
in the month.

Margaret Howarth — 01763 289211
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Buntingford 5
Carnival Committee

Buntingford Carnival Saturday 19" June 2010

A belated Happy New Year to all.
Only 16 months to the next Buntingford Carnival!

The committee have met and discussed many things relating to the next carnival and the
one topic that worries us most is the rising cost of putting on the event.

The carnival will go ahead regardless, but with the cost of insurance, first aid,
entertainment, general advertising, paperwork and red tape rising ever higher, this is a
concern to us.

At this point | would like to thank the Buntingford Memorial Charity for its excellent grant of
£1000 it gave to us in support of the last carnival but arrived too late to be mentioned in
my last article. Thank you very much from the carnival committee.

Following on from this, we need to raise extra funds to supplement the money we get from
stalls, grants and donations, to keep the carnival going.

With this in mind we are pleased to announce the return of:

who are performing at Freman College
Saturday 16™ May 2009
We hope you will all come along, have a great evening
and support the carnival at the same time.

Tickets are £12 and are available from me on 01763
272177 and various outlets in Buntingford from March.
Look out for posters and the March edition of the Journal
for more information.

Ashley Cantor, Chairman
Buntingford Carnival Committee

Vot e o e W

If your charity, school, society or clubs events are being advertised in the
Buntingford Journal, we are now able to offer you an additional feature.
The Buntingford Civic Society have set up an events section on their website, at
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk, to post upcoming events, replicating those
published in the Journal. This should mean that your event advertisement will
get seen by a larger audience, resulting in increased attendance.

For more information, please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040
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You’LL GROW INTO IT

| was reminded of those words when | was presented with another Christmas jumper.
Apart from the interesting colour pallet and novelty Christmas image, it gave away its
origin with the label hidden within one of the unequal length sleeves, 'Reduced for sale'.

| was immediately transported back to my childhood, when all | wanted was a shop-bought
jumper. For so long | had put up with recycled home knitted garments, produced with
manic enthusiasm by my Granny. During the production of these items | was regularly
summoned for a 'fitting', which meant standing up straight while she pressed the woollen
lump against my chest, still attached to the knitting needles which constantly threatened to
impale parts of my anatomy. All | had for protection was the ubiquitous winter vest, itching
not optional. The final result never lived up to the pattern, in fact | was never convinced
that she was into knit-one pearl-one etc, she was more a freeform knitter.

However, when the day of reckoning came and | was presented with the finished garment,
| was ordered to show my appreciation and was reassured that, while standing there with
the hem around my knees and the sleeves rolled up to expose small fingers, that "He will
grow into it".

Not that | was alone in this matter, all children seemed to suffer the same fate. Indeed, my
wife often reminds me of a school blazer she was bought at the start of her senior school.
Five years later, when she left, it was still two sizes too big, and often led to concerned
teachers thinking she was suffering from malnutrition.

One must understand that in those far off days, things had to last and designer clothing
meant a pair of wellies that actually fitted.

On one occasion | was due for a new raincoat for the new term at school. | rather fancied
myself in a nice grey gabardine number, so much favoured by the CID in the latest police
action films. But mother had other ideas, so we made our way to a haberdashers and
general outfitters in Stanstead Abbots where | was 'fitted' with the new coat. "Now take
care of it, it cost £1. 5/6d." (It took mother a year to pay it off).

The new coat was not what | dreamed of; in fact it appeared to be fabricated in some form
of rainproof three-ply wood. It was constructed from some form of laminated heavy fabric,
layered with a rubber membrane, with all edges so sharp that any exposed flesh was
permanently rubbed raw.

When the somewhat myopic proprietor got me to put the coat on, | was aware of his
constant chiding, "Stand up straight lad", which made the hem about level with my ankles.
In what was perhaps his opinion of an at-ease stance, but not mine, the coat barely
cleared the tops of my boots. | rather got the impression that when presenting me and the
garment to mother, he had a copious amount of coat gathered up at my back. "There you
are madam, fits him like a glove. The extra length will allow for that bit of a spurt they put
on." At age eight years and a bit, | wasn't to put on any kind of 'spurt' in the growth stakes
for another seven years, so it was a good job the coat was made to last.

But there was more to come, as mother had spent all her money on the 'deposit' there was
nothing left for the bus ride home, so we had to walk the four miles or so, and as it turned
out, it was one of the hottest days of the summer. Mother was occupied with the demands
of my three brothers, so | had the dubious pleasure of wearing the coat, as it was
marginally easier than carrying it. The first mile was difficult enough with me having to
make choices of the hard hem cutting my ankles or, by hitching the coat up, | was blind as
the collar came up to my eyebrows. But after another mile | was suffering from the heat.
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Dehydration, along with plaque on your teeth and stress, hadn't been invented in the fifties,
so | was told to buck my ideas up and stop complaining. Somewhat disorientated and an
hour or so later, we arrived home and the coat was put in the cupboard so it didn’t get
spoilt before | went back to school. A direct hit from a grenade couldn't have spoilt it, so |
don't know why she was worried.

| think it is a women thing as even now, on the orders of senior management, | have
wardrobes full of clothes that have been put away so | don't wear them and spoil them.
They are so unspoilt that they have shrunk (or have | put on a few ounces) and | can no
longer wear them.

But | digress, the raincoat was duly worn on the first day of autumn term, along with new
winter vest (very itchy) and pants and jumper (Granny style). It seemed to have escaped
my mother's attention that there was an Indian summer and the thermometer was doing its
best to push out the top of the tube.

As autumn turned to winter, the coat took on magical qualities. First there was the
seasonal walnut fight with fruit from the tree in the playground, which hitherto meant every
child was covered in bruises and brown stains. But the coat proved impervious to these
missiles and | was promoted to the front ranks, rather than the demeaning duties of ammo
collector like other young 'uns.

When the snows of winter took hold, it was perfect protection against snowballs, laced with
lumps of coke, stolen from the caretaker's precious heap. It was a rudimentary sledge and,
as spring came, a tent, when rain threatened to spoil a days fishing.

That raincoat served four boys, two cousins and eventually a bed for the dog. None of us
ever grew into it, not even the dog.

Vyse

MRGLCAL QoruiTies
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Calling all little angels

4v.  ST. VALENTINE'S
& DAY
Saturday 14"
February
10:30am - 12 noon

St. Peter's Church in Buntingford are once again holding a messy craft

morning for children and their grown-ups.

Nothing says "I LOVE YOU" more than a hand-made card or a half
eaten biscuit with so many sweeties on it your very loved Grandma won't

know-how-to-eat.the rest!

SNOWDROPS

AT BENINGTON LORDSHIP GARDENS

Spectacular display of snowdrops and winter flowering plants.
Historic fortified site with Norman ruin and Pulham folly.

Plant sales « Hot soup « Tea and cakes « Free parking
Open every day from 7" February — 1% March 2009, 12 - 4pm
Entrance £4.00 - Sundays £4.50 « Under 12s free

Tel: 01438 869668 or www.beningtonlordship.co.uk

Entrance off Benington village green, 3 miles east of Stevenage.
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