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JoHN D KiLBY &> CO

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED AUDITORS

SPECIALISING IN THE ACCOUNTS AND TAXATION AFFAIRS
OF THE SMALLER BUSINESS AND SELF EMPLOYED.
LIMITED COMPANY FORMATIONS AND AUDITS.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION, WITHOUT OBLIGATION,
ANYTIME BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT.
ANSWERPHONE SERVICE OUT OF NORMAL HOURS.

MUTFORDS, HARE STREET, BUNTINGFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE, SG9 OED
TEL: (01763) 289 466 FAX: (01763) 289 888

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery

Family run kennels and cattery in 2 acres.
Fully trained staff.

Individual heated kennels with attached

= runs leading on to large grass exercise

| paddocks.

™ Al pets must be fully vaccinated including
| dogs for kennel cough.

- == Vet on call 24/7.

Open for viewing — please call Peter or

" Sarah for an appointment.

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery,
Warren Lane, Cottered, nr Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9QG

Phone: 01763 281258 Email: enquiries@meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk
Website: www.meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk
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POLICE STATION:
Baldock Road, Buntingford

GAS

ELECTRICITY

WATER (Veolia)

WATER (Affinity Water)
SEWERAGE (Thames Water)
FLOODLINE

DOCTORS:
Buntingford Medical Centre,
White Hart Close

B ASH (Buntingford Action
for Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
RAPE, RACE or HATE CRIME

LOCAL COUNCILS

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY
77 High Street, Buntingford,
SG9 9AE 101763 274 608

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST
HERTS:

BUNTINGFORD FOOD SUPPORT

I USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

Non-emergency telephone: 101
In emergencies dial 999

Emergency (gas leaks) — Freephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) — Freephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency — Freephone 0800 376 5325

Emergency — 0345 357 2407

Emergency — Telephone 0800 316 9800

Emergency — 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60

Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Bash volunteer drivers providing transport to medical

appointments Tel: 07787 183 288

Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554 440
(in emergency, dial 999)

Buntingford Town Council: 01763 272 222
East Herts District Council: 01279 655 261
Housing = 01279 714 714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373 852

FOR EMERGENCIES out of office hours:
01279 655 261

Adult Care Services: 0300 123 4042
Children’s Services: 0300 123 4043
Hertfordshire Highways: Report faults online:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/highwayfaults

Tel: 0300 123 4047

Opening times: Mon, Tue, Thur 10:00 - 17:30
Fri 14:00 — 17:30 Sat 9:00 - 13:00

Telephone enquiries — 0300 123 4049

Option 1 — Renewals 3:00 — 23:45 every day
Option 2 — All other enquiries Mon-Fri 8:00 — 20:00,
Sat 9:00 - 18:00.

More info: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

Call the CAB Message Line on 01920 459 944 at
anytime and they will call you back. They aim to return
calls within 24 hours (except at weekends).
www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk

Buntingfordfoodhub@gmail.com | 07842 889 772



LETTER FROM

, N BUNTINGFORD
o EAder |

have always been a big advocate of doing EDITOR

what you can for our planet, and so | was Anne Wright

really pleased to read that the changes

recently made to our bin collections have journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
actually been making a difference! With more ) . )
being recycled and less going into landfill. FAO B“”“”gf?rd (.:W'C Society
That's definitely got to make getting our Journal Contributions
heads around all the new bin collection days C/0 The Manor House, 21 High Street

and what goes in which of our many bins Buntingford, Herts, SG9 9AB

worthwhile. To this end, East Herts have come m Cr N
up trumps again with a free app that you ADVERTISING

can download that will send you reminders ENQUIRIES

of which bin needs to go out on which day

and what you can put in each one. Read the Keith Edwards
update on p.11 to find out all the details. 01763 272 032
And talking of green issues, between 9th -12th advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

January Isabel's Hospice brilliant tree collection NI
service is back! Make sure your lovely old tree :D)II),I"I)OII;I“;,L

gets recycled properly and support a good
cause at the same time - see p.20 to find out Editorial copy deadline for the next
how to book your collection. ‘I Il never forget Journal is: 15th JANUARY.

the day | looked up from sawing our tree into

smaller bits to fit it in the brown garden waste Please send all contributions to the editor
bin many years ago and saw my toddler staring on the email address above.

aghast at me through the window as if | was ) ) )

some kind of serial killer! Avoid traumatising The editor reserves the right to edit

your children... book a collection with Isabel's! copy received, and add or omit pictures
For those of you looking for a new challenge where necessary

in the new year there are a few exciting new The views expressed in the letters, emails
volunteer opportunities coming up with and articles in the Buntingford Journal
Homestart and Citizen's Advice. If you have are not necessarily those of

some time to spare and would like to do the editor.

something to help your community have a

look on p.9 & 19 respectively. The Buntingford Journal is published by,

but is editorially independent of,
the Buntingford Civic Society. For
information on how to join the Society

and peaceful Christmas and a wonderfully and have the Journal delivered to
Happy New Year. your door for free, please email:

See you in 2026 /P‘W membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

| hope you all enjoy the many fantastic
Christmas events that are happening in and
around town, and | wish you all a very happy




INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

WHAT'S ON REGULAR ARTICLES

I 9 Reed Village Hall Burns Night Supper 16 Buntingford Civic Society

| 13 Buntingford Dramatic Society
| 17 Buntingford Shorts

1 7 Town Council News
I 8 Library News

| 18 Braughing Get Together I 10 Riverwatch
I 33 Scouts Santa Run 1 12 U3A
I 34 Film Club 114 wi

| 42 Buntingford Live! Events

I 15 Buntingford School of Dance
I 44 What's on Roundup

I 16 Gardening Club
| 16 Ware District Photography Society

7 5
FEATURES | 18 Buntingford Senior Citizen's Club
I 11 Bin Update! ] 18 Community Choir
| 20 Isabels Tree Collection | 19 Citizen's Advice
I 21 Ward Freeman Pool Update I 28 Attend2Health News

22 Local History Group | 29 Church Services & Events

26 The Hundred Parishes Society | 36 School Newsletters
I 27 Royal British Legion Message | 46 BALA Minibus Trips

| 35 Sandon Primary School Saved!

thanks to Jennifer Pallian @ Unsplash



,i N G Member of

B rw% BUNTINGFORD CIVIC SOCIETY

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk reg. Charity: 1014873

QL -/t Graham Waite, Chairman
e SOC» chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

or those of you that couldn't The New Year, 2026, is a special year
attend the Service of for the Buntingford Journal, it will
Remembrance on Sunday the celebrate its 50th year in production.
9th November, it was really As has been previously mentioned,
gratifying to see the number of we hope to reproduce the first
people that did attend, especially the Journal, printed in January 1976,
children from the schools and other to accompany the February 2026
organisations within the town. Our issue and this will be delivered, to
treasurer, Janet Murrels supported by members, along with a newsletter at

Terry Noble, laid a wreath at the War the end of January.

Memorial on behalf of the Civic Society. Just a reminder that it costs more to

By the time you read this article we buy your Journal at one of the
should be well into the Christmas retail outlets than it does to join
celebrations and | am sure that the the Society. If you buy the Journal

3 events on Friday 28th November, monthly, that's 10 issues per year,
Lights of Love, Christmas lights £12.50 but if you join the Society the
“switch on” and the Late Night cost is £10 per year and the Journal
Shopping were, as usual, really gets delivered to your door by our
successful and well attended. team of volunteer distributors, worth
As this is the last Journal of 2025, thinking about!!!

double issue, | would like to take this Finally, from the Executive
opportunity to wish all our members Committee, we wish you a Happy
and those that buy the Journal, a Christmas and a Healthy and
peaceful and trouble free Christmas Prosperous New Year, 2026.

period, especially if it is spent with

friends or relatives. Unfortunately this

time of year can be very lonely for (j\i )
those among us that live alone and | %ﬁ uly éu&u’?‘gj
would like to take this opportunity to
ask anyone that knows of a neighbour
that will be alone over Christmas, just
give them a knock to let them know
that they are being thought of, you
would be surprised what a difference it

makes to their day, even better if you
can share a part of your day with them.

Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society



B untingford

ou may have seen our Facebook
post, web site or leaflets promoting
a petition that we are collecting
signatures for. This is calling on
East Herts Council to conduct a new
Community Governance Review into the
warding arrangements for Buntingford.
Currently Buntingford is not warded,
the non-political Town Council has 12
independent Councillors and residents
may vote for their 12 preferred candidates.
Under the new arrangements Buntingford
will be divided into South and North and
residents will only be able to determine the
six Councillors in their ward, with no say
over who the remaining six Councillors are.
Whilst we accept democracy dictates that
East Herts Council may make decisions on
these arrangements, it should follow a robust
consultation process and we believe, after
speaking with residents, that although there
was a consultation, it was not advertised
sufficiently for people to understand the
proposals. We have since circulated to every
household our own leaflet.

We will shortly be presenting the petition to
East Herts Council, if you have not already
done so, please add your signature to the
petition on change.org/BuntingfordCGR.

As we write, arrangements are underway to
install the Town Christmas lights in time for

Late Night Shopping and the Lights of Love
ceremony on the 28th November. As usual,

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL |

01763 272 222
clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB
B @buntingfordtc g @BuntingfordTC
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-5pm; closed Friday

grateful thanks to Councillor Graham Bonner
for arranging the light installation.

Work is currently underway to refurbish the
Council Chamber in the Manor House. The
Council Chamber has many uses including
holding all Council meetings, coffee
mornings, hired out to various organisations
and hosting civil ceremonies. If you are
thinking of having a local civil ceremony, then
please consider the Manor House, we will
always be happy to show you around.

The management of the Multi Games Area is
now back with the Town Council. If you wish

to hire the MUGA, please contact the Clerk’s
office and we will check availability.

Layston Cemetery is owned and managed by
the Town Council, please call us if you have
an enquiry.

The Town Council owns and manages all of
the recreation areas, parks and playgrounds

in the town. Please report any problems with
these to us at the number below.

We would like to wish all of the residents a
Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.

Details of the December/January Council
meetings below.

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town
Council has published a number of Privacy
Notices, these can be viewed on the Town
Council web site.

Jill Jones PSLCC Cert HE -Town Clerk

Thursday 29th January

Town Council meetings for the months of January & December are:
Thursday 4th December & Thursday 8th January
Thursday 11th December & Thursday 15th January 7pm Planning and 7.15pm

7pm Planning Committee and 7.15pm Full Council.

All meetings held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise.

7pm Amenities Committee.

Resources Committee




I BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY NEWS

Kathleen Beale, Library Manager www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/

he Buntingford Library Team

wishes all our wonderful customers

a very Merry Christmas and Happy

New Year. Thank you for all the
support for our many events and library
services throughout 2025. We love being
a part of this supportive community and
look forward to delivering our service and
events in 2026.

%X‘f
QUIZ -
[52[]@[}:[]?

Through the Decades
Thursday 11 December, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Buntingford Library

Tickets: £6 per person
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/libraries100

Quiz Night

Buntingford Library is hosting it's very first
Quiz Night! Join us for a pre-Christmas
night of quizzing fun as we travel Through
the Decades.

Thursday 11th December 6.30-8.30pm

£6.00 per person, book in the library or
online, BYOB

Christmas in the Library

Monday 15th December 10.30am:
Christmas Baby Rhyme Time

Thursday 18th December 10.30am:
Christmas Storytime & Craft

Friday 19th December 4pm-5pm:
Christmas Soft Toy Sleepover

Saturday 20th December 11.00am:
Christmas Stories & Craft

Tuesday 23rd December 10.30am:
Jigsaw & Cards Christmas Crackers and
Mince Pies

services/libraries-and-archives/

These are all FREE events, donations
welcome and Christmas Dress highly
encouraged!

HERTS LIBRARIES - 100 YEARS - HERTS LIBRARIES - 100 YEARS - HERTS LIBRARIES - 100 YEARS
Design your own dragon for

the chance to win 1of 5 signed
Cressida Cowell books... @3
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HERTS LIBRARIES - 100 YEARS - HERTS LIBRARIES - 100 YEARS . HERTS LIBRARIES - 100 YEARS

Calling all How to Train Your
Dragon Fans

Design your own dragon to for a chance
to win one of five signed Cressida Cowell
books. Collect your entry form from the
library. Children need to be a library
member to take part, and entries must be
in by Sunday 11th January. While in the
library children can complete our Dragon
Hunt by finding all the hidden dragons
and solving the riddle.

Winter Reads Challenge

The Winter Reads Challenge is back and
will continue until January 31st. Pick up

a challenge card or bookmark from the
library to take part. Then complete 6 fun
challenges for your chance to win an iPad
and other prizes.

Winter Reads is a great way to expand
your reading over the winter months

and discover new favourite books and
authors. We also have a series of exciting



I REED VILLAGE HALL [
author events and children’s workshops, EVENTS

and a host of winter-themed activities
taking place across the Library Service. 600000 cc00000c0000000000000
For more information pop into the library Reed'’s Burns Night Supper -

or visit Winter Reads 2025 | Hertfordshire Saturday 17th January at 7pm
County Council.

" Winter Reads %

Chase away those January blues!
Join us in Reed Village Hall

for our Burns Night Supper in
honour of the celebrated Scottish
poet, Robbie Burns. Following
tradition, we'll toast the haggis
before tucking into a hot supper
complemented by a licensed bar.
Admission £20 per person.

Adult Challenge Children’s Challenge

=

To book, please contact Liz Jakeman:

elizabethjakeman@Iive.co.uk
or 07596 597 042.

Discover new favourite books and authors this
winter by taking on our Winter Reads challenge!

© © 0 0 000000000000 000000000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000O0OC O

HIZME NeEDS vou!!

Royston, Buntingford
& South Cambridgeshire

Are you a parent, grandparent, carer or have experience of caring for
children and wondering what to do with your free time? We need
local people with your experience to become a Volunteer for our
scheme.

Our volunteers get involved in all aspects of our work, from being
alongside parents in their own homes, helping them to cope with the
stresses and strains of life to being part of the Trustee Board working
on strategy and planning.

Our next Volunteer Preparation Course starts in February 2026. This training course will provide
you with all the knowledge you’ll need to support a family, and you will become part of the
fantastic Home-Start team. For other volunteering opportunities get in touch now!

You could be part of the team that delivers vital support to families, helping to change their life,
and while you’re doing it, it might just change yours!
For more info visit www.hsrsc.org.uk/become-home-start-volunteer or email admin@hsrsc.org.uk

HSRBSC: embedding diversity, equality and inclusion into everything we do in our community.

9




or Derrick Guy |

Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust,
- Living Rivers Champion
love.your.chalk.stream@gmail.com

z"/ /‘ \&’.

andara will soon be handing
over the Keepers Chase site to
the residents, once the paths,
including two footbridges
over the Rib to the Aspenden Road,
and a settlement (‘suds’) lake are
completed. At a recent site meeting
between residents, Herts & Middlesex
Wildlife Trust and RiverWatch, Dandara
suggested it may be possible they
provide funds via HMWT, Buntingford
Town Council and /or residents to
facilitate the wildlife sensitive landscaping
in and around the river, potentially a vast
improvement on its current state. | agreed
to include (with residents’ permission)
that section in our routine Riverwatch
/ EA monitoring for flood blockages, Little Egret - finding plenty of minnows at
balsam bashing etc and we already have River Green

an active ’Riverﬂy Monitoring' site just eradicate HB or Giant Hogweed (GHW).
below the site compound. It is not often known how much of a

The RiverWatch aim for 2025 (and 2026) problem it is and can be hard to tackle

was to extend our successful local when you are not starting from source
Himalayan Balsam (HB) eradication and working down the catchment .
efforts, from downstream of Pearce’s The challenge on these downstream
Farm, eventually to where the Rib joins sections of the Rib is that the HB is often
the Lee at Hartham Common. That is inaccessible - water is out of our depth
where our upstream HB seeds eventually ~ (even with waders) and the bank sides too
end up, creating quite dense forests on steep. At least two of us in RiverWatch are
the riverbanks. competent hanging from ropes, but I'm

_ ) ) thinking we will also end up towing a boat
Himalayan Balsam is an annual (dies off along and tackling it from the river itself

each winter) but each plant can release
hundreds (thousands) of seeds around
August, which can germinate any time Affinity Water continue to support us
over the next 2-3 years - thus requiring annually with staff volunteers and grant
repeat visits to fully clear the seeds from  funding. The Rib in Buntingford now just
the silt. HB looks (and smells) pretty but requires light weeding of HB, which is

(what could possibly go wrong ?)

attracts bee pollinators away from the well on the way to being fully eradicated.
native wild flowers and over-shades any Pearces Farm to Standon will require
that do try to grow. repeat visits for the next couple of years.
Standon Lordship down to Bengeo and
Clearly there has not been as much Hartham Common will need a good

coordinated effort south of Standon to three to four years of sustained effort. It

10



sam south

Dense forests of Himalay
of Standon 2025

takes time to organise landowner and EA
permissions to treat HB and GHW, and
we ran out of time this year having got as
far as Standon. More importantly we need
to start clearing from June rather than our
usual July / August.

Feel free to join us, the more the merrier.
For prior notifications, sign up to

our WhatsApp group : ‘RiverWatch -
Buntingford'. It is a private (ie closed)
group of over 50 members for announcing
and organising volunteering events. We
also have a closed Facebook group (over
100 members) of the same name for those
interested to know what is going on but
less likely to join in with active events (still
very welcome of course).

Send a joining request (by answering a
few simple questions), to the WhatsApp
and / or the Facebook group or for
further information, contact me direct via
email : love.your.chalk.stream@gmail.com

Derrick Guy, Herts & Middlesex Wildlife
Trust - Living Rivers Champion (volunteer)

BIN UPDATE FROM YOUR
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Vicky Burt, Sue Nicholls
E. Herts District Councillors, Buntingford

very one of us in Buntingford has

been impacted by the recent

changes to our waste collection

service. That has meant some
inconvenience and adjustment but it's
change for a very good reason. We all
share a planet with limited resources. We
can't carry on simply throwing everything
away and the new waste service is
designed to encourage us to think about
what we chuck, to help us recycle more
and waste less.

Early results suggest that it is doing just
that. The amount of non-recyclable stuff
we bin has fallen by about 43% since
July, going from around 4000 tonnes
per month to about 2400 tonnes. Paper
recycling has jumped from about 100
tonnes to a combined paper/card figure
of about 750 tonnes! And together with
residents across East and North Herts, our
combined food collection is converting
around 1000 tonnes of food waste

into fertiliser while generating enough
electricity to power about 600 homes.

And there's more good news: to help
make bin day easier, East Herts Council
has created a free app for smart phones
- available from both the Google Play
and Apple App stores. It gives you
personalised bin day reminders, a clear
guide on what goes into each bin and
much more. Just search for "East Herts
Council" and hit
download. It's a small
but practical step that
will help households
adapt to the new
collection system.




learn,
UV ;- I
live
www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford

Buntingfor Jean Cook

he Norman Oliver Award for

Outstanding Service to

Buntingford u3a was presented

to our u3a by his widow Mary in
recognition of him being our very first
Treasurer. This year the award went to
Maureen & Ron Brighten, Group Leaders
of the Wine Appreciation Group, having
stepped in to take over from Dave Austin
when he stood down.

Ron has also served as the Group Co-
ordinator, before subsequently taking
over the management of the three u3a
Keep Fit Groups. He was the first Group
Leader for both the Quiz and Clay Pigeon
Shooting Groups. Ron is a member of the
Bridge Group and LETs.

The award was presented at the October
meeting of the Wine Appreciation by Julia
Bush (Buntingford u3a Secretary).

On Monday 8th December we will be
entertained by ‘Welwyn Harmony' a : —
ladies’ a Cappella choir based in Welwyn Maureen & Ron Brighten
Garden City who sing and perform in a
Cappella, four-part harmony. We will be
given a short history of a Cappella before
the choir performs some Christmas music.

@ e 0000000000000 0000000000 00

Membership of the u3ais
open to anyone not in full
time occupation.

We meet at the Seth Ward
Community Centre on the
Second Monday of the month -
1.30pm
Please visit our website for news
and details of all our groups.

On Monday 12th January our speaker
will be Kate Hufton ‘East Herts & Essex
Air Ambulance.” Your Local Life-Saving
Charity: 25+ Years of Progress at EHAAT
Join us as we look at the incredible
work of the East Herts Air Ambulance
Trust (EHAAT). Donations will be greatly
appreciated.

On Monday 9th February, Will Pascoe
‘Alzheimer’s UK" A remarkable insight into
this worthy organisation on their research
to find a cure for Alzheimer’s. Donations
will be greatly appreciated.

www.u3asites.org.uk/
buntingford - New members
always welcome.

@0 0 0 0000000000000 00000 00000 00
© 0000000000000 000000000 00 0 00

@0 0000000000000 0000000000 000
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Buntingford Dramatic Society

on Radio

13 -14 - 20 - 21 Feb 2026

Seth Ward Community Centre £18.00 (plus booking fee)
Luynes Rise, Buntingford includes cold platter

www.buntingforddrama.org.uk
Doors open 19:15 for 20:00

f @ @buntingforddramaticsociety
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e celebrated our birthday in
November with, of course,
cake and Bucks Fizz - 107
years after a group of ladies
got together at Layston Court on the
5th November 1917 and formed the first
Committee of Buntingford W.I. Our WI
is the longest running group in the town!
Maggie Aldridge made a return visit with
some 'Christmas Crafts’ and we had a
busy evening making ‘rag wreaths’,
lavender bags and beaded necklaces
and bracelets. It was great fun and
the picture shows the end results!

In support of the W.I. campaign
‘Dental Health Matters’ we have made
some decorative bags containing
toothpaste and toothbrushes and

these will be hung on the Christmas

Tree in Aspenden Church as part

of the Christmas Tree Festival on

the weekend of 13th and 14th
December. Afterwards the WI bags
complete with their contents will be
donated to our local food bank.

Our Christmas Celebration, with
carols and seasonal poems, will take
place in Christ Church in Baldock
Road on Thursday 11th December
at 7:15 for 7:30 starts. This is not
just for W.I. members — everyone is
invited - and there will be mince pies

and mulled wine
in the Church
Hall afterwards.
Do come and
join us.

el ™

INSPIRING WOMEN

By the time this Journal is published we
will have put our Christmas Display in the
Library so pop along and have a look.

In January we will have our traditional
New Year Party for members and on
February 13th Simon Rice will coming
to talk about ‘The Amazing World of
Honeybees and their Cousins’. Visitors

are welcome at all our meetings which

are always held on the second Thursday
of the month at the URC hall in Baldock
Road (opposite Budgens) at 7.15 for 7.30.
If you would like further information about
us you can telephone our Secretary, Pat,
on 01763 271 305.

Everyone is welcome to join {ﬂ
Buntingford WI. for a d&/
s

(Chiidtmad

CELEBRATION

DEC 7:15 PM
THUR FOR
11w 7:30PM

with carols and readings at

Christ Church, Baldock Road, Buntingford

Mulled wine and mince pies in
the Church Hall afterwards
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I BUNTINGFORD SCHOOL OF

Zoé Eaglesfield
[ £] Buntingford School of Dance |

"“
e ¥ .
RONTEEOR _

SCHOOL of DANCE

www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk

(0) buntingfordschoolofdance

he Autumn term has
seen us welcome
lots of new pupils
to classes, the
introduction of our Acro
classes, many of our ballet
pupils take exams and our
regular dress up to fund-
raise for BBC Children In
Need. If you would like
more information about our
classes or want to book for
the half term dance course
(suitable from Age 5), then
please see the details below.

Book your place here

w¥
x *oxx

BUNTINGFORD
SCHOOL of DANCE

2 Days - £97.50
(siblings 20% off
additional booking)
Limited day places may
be available @ £55

Dance Fusion

Half Term Course
Weds/Thurs 18t -

19t Feb

To register for classes Discover Dance Put your
please do so via the QR different Technlque skills into
code below or visit our dance styles: Clinic: practice:
website contact, Join Us or
Holiday Course & Workshops vaE::gte; o dance lmclzor:g\lleeat;;:ns LZ‘:"&“ f15ong
pages. We take pupils from styles includin increase routine
toddlers upwards and have Jazz & Lyrica strenq:h and
classes for all ages. Our ility
two-week trial period for £15
gives pupils the opportunity
to try a variety of suitable
classes to see what they like.

admin@buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk

Our classes include Acro,

Baby Boppers, Ballet,
Contemporary, Commercial/Street,
Modern/Jazz & Tap classes, with classes
suitable for all ages from toddlers to adults.
Contact us if you want more information.

Pay As You Go Classes — the classes
below are available on Pay As You Go -
book & pay online via the website contact
page any time before the class start time.

Baby Boppers: A class for toddlers to
3-year-olds and their parents: Saturdays
9:00 - 9:30am URC Hall.

15

Adult Ballet & Tap Classes: These are
non-syllabus classes for adults of all ages
with the emphasis on fun and fitness while
learning to dance. Classes are suitable for
all ages & abilities evenings.

Tap: Tuesdays 7:30 -

8:30pm Barkway Village
Hall; Ballet: Wednesdays
6:15 - 7:15pm URC Hall.

SCAN ME




Next Meeting: Wednesday, 3rd December

At: The URC Hall, Baldock Road

Doors open: 7:45pm for 8pm start
ecember is a time to start reducing your
indoor house plant watering. Outside is a

good time to prune your apple & pear trees

plus your acers and vines.

Last month we enjoyed a fabulous wreath making
display of both autumnal and Christmas given by

one of our members who is a fully trained florist. We

all went away feeling very inspired.

The Club is again taking part in the Aspenden
Christmas Tree Festival at St. Mary’s Church (13th-
14th December) with decorations being made as |
write. Last year we were fortunate to come second,
so no pressure!

Our meetings are on the 1st Wednesday of every
month (no meetings in January or August.

We have speakers throughout the year, giving talks
on relevant subjects, as well as demonstrations,
outings and socials with quizzes. With light

refreshments served, we have the chance to catch up

and help each other and make new friends.

December’s meeting is our Christmas party for

members only, but if gardening is of interest to you,
whether planting or looking then we will be pleased
to see visitors/ new members at our first meeting of

I BUNTINGFORD GARDENER'S CLUB _

the New Year on 4th February
2026.

Annual membership costs £20
and visitors are also welcome
at £3.00 per visit.

If you would like any more
information, please contact our
secretary, telephone:

07757 259 689.

Hope to see you there and
have a lovely Christmas and
New Year.

WARE & DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY |

Barbara Norris

hree members of Ware DPS had
images selected for the Hertford
Town Council's 2026 Calendar.
Rob Turnbull's image entitled
Hertford Basin was chosen for September,
Kathy Sharman had 2 images selected -
one entitled Santa and the McMullen's
Brewery Horse & Dray for December and
the front cover photo of Hertford Brewery.
There are 6 Mayor's Commendations
one of which is of County Hall by Barbara
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www.wareps.org.uk

Norris. The calendar will be on sale in the
Town & Tourist Information Centre, 10-12
The Wash, Hertford.

The Club closes for Christmas on 3
December and reopens on 7 January.
Further details of the programme are
on the website wareps.org.uk New
members are most welcome. The first 3
evenings are free.



BUNTINGFORD
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2026 Short Film Festival Update

untingford Shorts is a festival which
promotes film-making by young
people across Hertfordshire
and around the world. The
festival is organised into two events;
one to showcase local film and the
other to celebrate international film.
We encourage films from all young film
makers up to the age of 26.

Since submissions opened in October, we
have received over 800 submissions; nearly
100 films from the UK and the rest from
many countries worldwide, as shown in the
map below.

At this time last year, due to overwhelming
demand, we had to take the decision

to close some categories early. We will
continue to keep submissions open this
year for as long as possible. We have
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Paul Hutton

a small team of
volunteer reviewers
and we want to
make sure they
have sufficient time
to watch and rate
every film, as part
of our commitment
to supporting
young film makers
worldwide.

To date, we have seen a range of films in
each of the six categories, including a
moving documentary about the reality
of war-torn conflict in the world, a horror
film about being trapped in a game, and
several incredible styles of animation. If
you have an interest in film and time to
spare, we would welcome volunteers.
Please email:
buntingfordshorts@gmail.com.

Shortlisting will take place in January
2026 for the international films, and in
early February for local films. The local
showcase will be
held on Saturday
11th April at Christ
Church URC on
Baldock Road in
Buntingford. The
international event
will take place

on YouTube on
Sunday 12th April.

There will be prizes
for winning films in
each category.

For more information and to submit go to
buntingfordshorts.com



Buntingford
Community ,

Choir . /

he Choir will be taking its usual
Christmas break from the
beginning of December until the
middle of January.

Hopefully giving us time to find a new
Musical Director !

Unfortunately for us, our current MD has
had to leave us due to moving to a new
job and not being able to manage the
Monday evening rehearsals. So we are
looking to recruit someone to take over.

www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
Paul Webster

This is a paid position with a negotiable
hourly rate.

Meeting on a Monday evening at Millfield
School, in Buntingford, starting at 7.30
and we normally finish at around 9.15.

It's all very relaxed and sociable, so if you
are interested please email me at this
address: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk

Here's hoping that everyone has a wonderful
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

THE BUNTINGFORD SENIOR CITIZENS' CLUB |

Bryan Jones

BRAUGHING GET TOGETHER [

Andy Ayres
n October, there was a very successful,
light-hearted Bingo evening, where we
welcomed some newcomers.

On Friday 7th November, BGT held a
highly successful, sold out, "Gunpowder
Plot" evening.

Friday 5th December is our annual
WINTER SUPPER, where we can Get
Together with good friends, have a lovely
meal and just chat.

Gill will once again will be tempting our
palettes with her culinary expertise.

The price is held at £27.50 for yet another
year and early booking is advised as it is
an extremely popular event.
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Friday 9th January 2026 will see the
return of our ever popular BEETLE
DRIVE. Lots of fun where no prior
knowledge of the game is needed. Please
register your interest with Cynthia.

Braughing Get Together events are held
in the Braughing Church Hall and doors
open at 7pm.

Our events are open to all, including those
from outside of Braughing, to enjoy each
others company and make new friends.

To reserve your places or for more
information contact Cynthia Matthews:

Via email: cynthia.matthews44@gmail.com



citizens East Herts

advice

Join us and make a positive
difference to people’s lives
itizens Advice East Herts is on
a mission to rebuild and
expand our face-to-face
advice service, which has
been significantly reduced since the
pandemic. We know that our phone
and email service suits many of our
clients, particularly those who can't
get into towns during the working day
or people in rural locations with poor
transport. However, we also know,
because you tell us, that many of you
miss the face-to-face interaction with
an adviser, and for some this is an
essential service for many different
reasons, such as a hearing impairment,
or a language barrier.

So, since May we have doubled the
opening hours of our outreach
sessions at the Methodist Church in
Bishop's Stortford, open on Tuesdays
from 10 to 2pm, and in September
we opened a new outreach at
Hertford Library on Wednesdays
from 10 am to 2 pm. We have also
extended our hours at Ware Priory,
on Tuesdays from 10 to Tpm and at
the Manor House, Buntingford on
Mondays from 10 to 12.30.

All this means that we need more
trained volunteers to guide people
through online information and
deliver advice in these outreaches.

If you're passionate about making

a difference in your community, are
looking for a challenging and fulfilling

www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk
01920 459 944

volunteer role, and can offer us a day
a week, please do consider lending
your time and skills to support this
work. Volunteering with us can bring
huge benefits to you too, gaining
skills and confidence, as well as
joining our friendly team.

We have spaces available on our
adviser training programme starting
January 14th at the Manor House

in Buntingford. You don’t need any
previous experience, just an appetite
for learning and competent IT skills.
You'll attend classroom sessions in
Buntingford, one day a week, for
12 weeks, followed by shadowing
experienced advisers until you are
ready to go solo advising clients on
the phone or in person.

Trainees will learn how to advise
clients on housing, employment,
benefits, consumer issues, debt
and more.

Please contact us on training@
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk
before the end of December if you
would like to join the course or phone
01920 454 892.

Citizens Advice East Herts is here to
help you; if you need advice, call our
Message Line 01920 459 944 or visit
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk for our
advice options. Or you can come and
see us on Mondays between 10 am and
1230 pm at the Manor House, High
Street, Buntingford — we will find out
more about your problem and help you
find a way forward.
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Together we care

sabel Hospice's Christmas tree
collection and Recycling service returns
to local residents sustainably recycle
their Christmas Treel!

Isabel Hospice’s much-loved Christmas
Tree Collection and Recycling Service is
back this January, giving residents across
eastern Hertfordshire an easy, eco-friendly
way to recycle their real Christmas trees
while supporting local hospice care.

From 9th to 12th January 2026,
volunteers will collect trees from
designated postcode areas across eastern
Hertfordshire. Last year, over 1,500 trees
were collected, raising an incredible
£23,000 for the charity’'s “Together at
Christmas” campaign.

A suggested donation of £15 helps fund
vital services such as the Inpatient Unit,
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Jack Kilduff

isabelhospice.org.uk

Hospice at Home, and Clinical Nurse
and Paramedic Specialists. Even a
£28 donation could pay for an hour of
specialist nursing care at the Inpatient
Unit, making a real difference to local
families facing life-limiting illness.

To participate, ensure your tree is
undecorated and under 6ft (or cut in half),
and visible from the roadside.

Booking is quick and easy via the Isabel
Hospice website and by letting Isabel
Hospice collect and recycle your
Christmas tree, you are not only helping
the environment, but you are also making
an immeasurable difference to local
families facing life-limiting illness.

Learn more and book your collection at
www.isabelhospice.org.uk/treecycle



WARD FREMAN

COMMUNITY
GROUP

POOL

Joanne Willett, Trustee
jwillett@wardfremanpool.org
www.wardfremanpool.org
WardFremanPool

e are practically standing on

the edge of the starting

blocks and hoping to hear

the starter's gun soon,
enabling us to dive head first into the
essential refurbishment of the pooll At
the time of writing we have not signed
the freehold but we have assurances that
Hertfordshire County Council will grant
early access for work to start whilst the
legalities of our Charity becoming the
freeholder are completed.

It is essential that work starts as soon as
possible since we have secured UK
Shared Prosperity funding from East Herts
District Council but this must be spent

by 31st March 2026. This funding will
provide a new filtration system but we still
have to raise funds to repair the broken
pool tiles, replace the expansion joints
and restart the boilers.

Buntingford Town Council have been in
support of our charity running the pool
and we hope that they are committed to
providing a grant now that will ensure we
have suitable boilers to heat the water.

As soon as the freehold is transferred we
can apply for a Biffa Community Landfill
grant which we hope to use to purchase
an air source heat pump and solar
panels. This will provide a modern energy
efficient way of maintaining the pool
water temperature, reducing our CO2
emissions and running costs.

To repair the pool tiles and replace the
expansion joints it's going to cost
£64,000. We have £16,000 s106 money,
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£10,000 UK SPF along with £5,000
already raised through Crowdfunder, so
we are £33,000 short. The good news is
that we have been awarded a Movement
for Good grant from Sport England. So

if we raise at least £15,000 through a
specific Crowdfunder campaign we will
receive £15,000 match funding from
Sport England and have enough to get
the pool open. So this is where we are
asking you, the community, to get behind
our charity and donate money. Your local
pool needs you to donate now! Please
visit www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/repair-
pool-tiles-and-replace-expansion-joints
or scan the QR code and give whatever
you can afford. If you are a UK taxpayer
please remember to tick the gift aid box,
it does mean on £15,000 of donations we
could claim up to £3,750 from HMRC!

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
a splashing New Year by opening the
pool in 2026!

Cracks Observed in the Coping Tiles Near Deep End.




BUNTINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

buntingfordlocalhistorygroup@hotmail.com

ur November meeting was an early
Xmas Party which was enjoyed by
all members. We do not have a
meeting in December as so many
people are busy preparing for Xmas so our
next meeting will be on January 13th 2026.

However, | thought it would be nice to look
back on what Xmas in Buntingford was like

in the past using reports from the Buntingford
and North East Herts Gazette which was a
newspaper printed in the town by Robert
Wilkerson, helped by Bert Thody and

George Hill.

Thanks to Philip Plumbs daughter Alison, who
has scanned articles from issues of the paper
from about 1923 to 1940 there is a brilliant
record of what happened over the years.

The first reports in December 1923 refer to
Xmas Day at the workhouse. The 52 inmates
started the day with coffee and ham for
breakfast. All smokers were given a pipe and
tobacco whilst non smokers received sweets,
given by the board of guardians. Dinner
consisted of roast beef, potatoes and parsnips
followed by plum pudding, washed down

by ale and minerals. Tea consisted of bread
and jam followed by cake. In the evening,
they had entertainment, a lantern slide show,
games, songs with refreshments provided by
benefactors of the workhouse. A party was
also given by the Ex-Service Men’s club for
members children. This culminated with a visit
from Father Christmas who handed out toys to
each child.

In December 1926 these adverts appeared for
Frank White and Piggott Butchers.

This shows the price of petrol in December
1926, about 7p in todays money but that was
for a gallon, there are 4.5 litres in a gallon.
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WIRELESS NOVELTY.

NOW DEMONSTRATING—

‘“THE PRINCEPS”

3-VALVE PORTABLE.

Entirely Self Contained.

FRANK WHITE

High Street, Buntingford.

H.W. Plggutt

FAMILY BUTCOHER
HIGH STREET,

BUNTINGFORD,

(Bhone—HBUNTINGFORD 24)

Offers All Meat Local Fed for Xmas:
PRIME OX BEEF

from Capt. R. SANDERS,

DAIRY FED PORK

from Capt. R. SANDERS and Mr. J. MAY,

LaviBs

frem BUNTINGFORD MARKET.

BEEF SAUSAGES 8d. Ib,,
ENGLISH FLANK 7d. Ib.

Choice Assortment of POULTRY
in stock.

Stuff your Poultry with our
Sausage Meat.

Petrol Cheaper.

Compare Prices:

From the Pump—1/5} gall. From Tins—1/63 gall.
All Guaranteed.

Shell, Pratt's and National Benzol Mixture.
Commercial Users Supplied.

" WILSON’S GARAGE,

(Phone 18], BUNTINGFORD,



Every year since 1919 there has been a
Xmas Fat Stock Show held on Market
Hill. In December 1929, 74 cattle were
entered by local farmers. The winning
beast was bred by Mr Vigus, from
Tonwell and was auction off for £51 to
Mr V Pledger of Barkway. There were 226
sheep and 203 pigs entered for various
classes with prizes for the winners.

In December 1930 North Met the local
electricity company put this advert in

the paper offering small electrical goods
for sale. Toaster £1.05p, kettle £1.15p,
vacuum cleaner £9.45p, and an iron 77p.

/’—‘_’ﬁ\___"‘“‘-—--.__
PRESENTS
AT PLEAG,

The post office had a reminder to post
early for Xmas; to ensure delivery by 25th
December letters needed to post no
later than mid-day on 23rd December,
local items could be posted Xmas Eve

to be delivered on Xmas Day. The last
date for first class letters in 2025 is 20th
December, and that's progress for you.

In December 1933 Buntingford Bow Belles
put on a pantomime at Benson Hall.

“The Buntingford Wow IWHells”

WILL PRESENT

THE GRAND PANTOMIME,

“Aladdin and bis
Wonderiul Camp”

at the BENSON, HALL, BUNTINGFORD,

During 1935 due to the great depression
over 30% of the workforce in the UK was
unemployed. This was even worse in
mining areas where in some areas over
50% of the miners were out of work.
Buntingford British Legion in conjunction
with the Hertford Group of which they
were a part of asked for donations
however small to be collected for the
miners particularly in Durham.

In 1937 preparations were being made in
case of war. This advert appeared in the
paper asking for air raid wardens and
people to train in first aid.

‘ AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS.

"TOLIT.\'TEIGHH are required, parlicn-
larly Men who are prepared to
undergo a COURSE O TRAINING
either in First Aid or First Aid in
Chemical Warfure to form the personnel
required in connection with the Seheme |
thit is being preparved tor the Parish of
Buntingford, 1t is necessary also to
have Air Raid Wardens (men of 80 years
of age or over), who will receive n
special training in their duties,

This matter is URGENT, and those
willing to undertake these duties are
reguested to forward their numes to the
undersigned,

B, (!, CLARKE,

Clerk to the Buntingford
Pavish Council.

Continues >



BUNTINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP CONT....

Aspenden Hall was put up for sale
following the death of Sir Arthur
Lushington, the estate had been in his
family for centuries.

December 1938 was a bad year weather
wise. The temperature dropped and

snow fell on Christmas day, the roads
where so bad many people couldn't make
it to church services at St Peters, that
included the vicar who was ill, his wife Mrs
McCarthy ended up taking the services.

Also, in that year Moss's who ran a grocery
store in what is now the library placed this
advert in the paper.

St Richards church was undergoing
building works to construct a bell tower.
Each week there was a list of donations to
purchase a bell for the tower by the then
Father Dr Messenger. By the last week in
December 1938 the fund stood at £28

7s 6d. They also had a visit from Cardinal
Hinsley Archbishop of Westminster who
held a confirmation service on the 11th
December in the church.

The Cozy cinema showed a film called
“Accidents will Happen” staring Ronald
Regan, how many of those that attended
would have thought they were watching a
man destined to be a future President of
the USA.

The Buntingford Charity issued 200 tickets
for 4cwts of coal to people in need, and
the Biggs charity issued tickets for the
supply of “small loaves” about 600 loaves
were given out.

Despite the bad weather the outer brick
shell for the new senior school (now
Edwinstree) had been erected. It was
hoped the school would be open by
May 1939.

TINS FANCY BISCUITS
BOXES GHOGOLATES
CHRISTMAS CAKES

CRYSTALLISED FRUITS

STONE’S GINGER WINE 2/9

Once again we extend our invitation to wvisit our * Store” for
all your wants for the great occasion.

CRACKERS (each containing a Gap & Novelty)
PRESERVED GINGER and PINEAPPLE -

ORANGES, APPLES, NUTS
IDRIS 2/-

1/- to
to 15s.
2/6 to 7/6
1/2 to 5/6
1/- & 1/4% box
1/2 to 8/9

7/6
6d.

WINES & SPIRITS

SPECIAL OFFER

BUNT

Telephone 23

1 Bottile WINE COCKTAIL (4/6) for 44/-

HERTS.

“The Store that serves the District.”
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A special train was run for Spurs fans to
go to watch the match at White Hart Lane
against Burnley on 27th December 1938.

Tuesday, 27th December,
TO
NORTHUMBERLAND
PARK

(Spurs v. Burnley)
Bantingford dep... 11.2 3/,
Westmill 11.5 3/37 Braughing
11.10 3/-, Standon 11,13 2/11,
Hadham 11,21 2/6, Widford
11.26 2/3, Mardock 11.29 a.m. 2/-
For full particulars see bhills

obtainable at Stations.

War was declared in September of 1939,
and preparations for rationing of bacon,
ham, butter and sugar were being made.
People were urged to register with a
“shopkeeper” so that the government
could then supply enough of each of
these items to the shopkeepers to cover
their customers needs.

A gala dance was held in the hall of the
new senior school with the Mascot band
supplying the music. The sum of £8 10s
was raised towards a film projector for
the school.

Browne's department store which was
where Effes and Noé Six café are now
advertised their wares for Xmas.

Whilst most of the clubs, dances and
other entertainment seemed to be
operating to as near as normal as was
possible, one big casualty of the war
was the Puckeridge Hunt. This was

the fox hunting which ran from Major
Barclay’s house at Brent Pelham. Many
of their members had been called up for
active service and so subscriptions were
down and the cost of feeding, housing
and caring for the horses and hounds
was causing great concern. They had
parted with 7 of their 13 horses, and
the hounds had been reduced by half
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Only Two Shopping Days to Christmas !
Make the most of them by visiting

BROWNE'’S

HIGH STREET, BUNTINGFORD.
(’Phone 65).

[ N g |

Che Largest Collection
of Gifts in the Town.

Down Quilts, Blankets, Fancy Linens, Etc.
Ladies’ Handkerchiefs, Silk Sets, Blouses & Jumpers.
Gents’ Ties, Braces, Gloves, Pullovers & Cardigans.
Children’s Toys and Books. Games. Dart Boards.

Scents, Stationery, Handbags, China, Etc.

to 60. Staff in the kennels and stables
had been reduced by half to 5, most

of the men had left to sign up. Local
farmers had agreed to supply forage

for the horses for the period of the

war which would help with costs. They
hoped the hunt would still be able to
meet on Wednesdays and Saturdays with
hopefully the occasional Monday.

One of the biggest changes due to the
war was the publication of the Gazette
itself. Due mainly to national paper
shortages the paper changed in May
1940 to a monthly edition but this
changed in June to a fortnightly paper.
However, the paper eventually closed so
the people of Buntingford had to rely on
the Hertfordshire Mercury or the Royston
Crow for news. What was published was
heavily censured with very little news of
bombings or results of action on the front.

Our next meeting will be on January
13th 2026 at the United Reformed
Church at 2pm. The talk will be on the
history of the Buntingford Journal. Its £2
per person which includes tea or coffee
all are welcome.



THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Secretary

he Hundred Parishes Society is
not a church or religious
organisation but we
encourage visits to churches
because they are often the oldest
and most interesting building in any
community. Most of our churches are
open regularly and welcome visitors.

Our website www.hundredparishes.
org.uk has many short articles,
including some about various aspects
of churches including bells, clocks,
memorials, poppyheads, spires,
towers and windows. We recently
added an article about church fonts,
some of which appears in the next
few paragraphs.

Fonts hold holy water which is used to
'baptise’ people, an initiation into the
Christian faith. They are often situated
near the church entrance. Our local

churches have a great variety of fonts,
usually made of stone. For example . .

St. George's church in Anstey has an
11th-century font that is rare in that it
is decorated with mermen (the male
equivalent of mythical mermaids)
holding their tails.

Thorley church has a 12th-century
font. It was removed from the church
and for many years was used as a
drinking trough on a nearby farm
before being reintroduced into the
church in 1855. Its ornate cover was
designed by George Gilbert Scott,

a prolific architect known mainly for
his work designing and renovating
churches and cathedrals.

Chickney
church
has a carved stone font from the
14th century. The bowl is lavishly
decorated including shields bearing
the coats of arms of local Braybrook
and Fitzwalter families.

Debden’s 18th-century font is made
of Coade stone and is richly
decorated with roses and heraldry.

Over the last couple of years, | have
been giving a talk entitled “A peek
inside some Hundred Parishes
churches” to local groups. The talk
is a PowerPoint presentation with
many photos. If your group might
be interested, please contact me on
hundredparishes@btinternet.com .

Chickney ‘



THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

n behalf of the Buntingford
Branch of the Royal British
Legion, we would like to
thank everyone who attended

the annual Remembrance Day Parade
e , on Sunday 9th November and also
Thorley e | the Armistice Day Service at the War

- g Memorial on the 11th. Also, thank
you to the Church leaders, the Town
dignitaries and those who laid wreaths;
together you help to ensure that
these very important events continue
seamlessly. It is always heart-warming
to see so very many people willing to
turn out to recognise and remember
those who have fallen and to donate
to the Royal British Legion enabling us
to continue to support those in need.
Our initial count suggests that our town
has raised around £8,500 for this year's
Poppy Appeal. Well done, Buntingford!

You do not have to have served in the
Armed Forces to become a member of the
Legion. The charity is open to everyone
who has an interest and it is so easy to
Debden join. Just go to www.britishlegion.
org.uk/get-involved/membership/
become-a-member or simply Google
RBL membership. Becoming a member
does not mean you have to serve on any
committees or do anything beyond what
you already do (although we wouldn't
discourage you if you wanted to get more
involved.) We would just love to add you
to our list of supporters. Thank you.

We will remember them.




= Sttend 2 health I

Attend2Health Celebrates 18 Years
of Helping Buntingford Feel Better

t the end of October,

Attend2Health celebrated an

incredible milestone — 18

years of helping the people of
Buntingford feel better.

Over the years, Attend2Health has grown
from a small local clinic into a thriving
multidisciplinary health centre. It's been
wonderful to see how the clinic has
evolved, especially since expanding

into our new premises five years ago,
allowing us to offer a much wider range
of services and treatments under one
roof. We are also multi award winning
having picked up awards in customer
service, and being named the British
Chiropractic Association’s clinic of the
year in 2023. This year we are up for the
Great British Entrepreneur Award at the
end of November.

Today, Attend2Health provides care for
people of all ages — from babies to the
elderly. Our team offers both hands-

on treatment and tailored exercise
programmes to help patients recover from
injuries, improve mobility, and maintain
their overall wellbeing.

One of our osteopaths, Meghan, has a
special interest in treating babies. A
recent parent shared: “Meghan is very
gentle and works wonders for my baby.
Highly recommend!”

We're also proud of our physiotherapy
team, who help patients get back to
doing what they love. One delighted
patient said: “Top class physio. Cannot
recommend Attend2Health highly
enough. Got my running back on track
following a broken foot bone. Now on
course to run my 70th birthday marathon
in October. Excited again!”

In addition to chiropractic, physiotherapy,
osteopathy, and massage therapy, we
also offer audiology services, including
ear wax removal and hearing aids. Our
hearing aids range from £900 to £2,500,
with many models cheaper than those
available at Boots.

At Attend2Health, we take pride in creating
a friendly, professional, and supportive
clinic where patients’ needs always come
first. We're continually exploring new ways
to expand our services and support our
community’s health even further.

We'd like to thank all our patients —
past and present — for your trust and
support over the past 18 years. Here's to
many more years of helping Buntingford
feel better!

Here's a few photos of how the clinic has
changed over the years!




Uliieg  CHRIST CHURCH N

Baldock Road, Buntingford. SG? 9AA
Reformed .
www.buntingfordurc.org.uk

Church [ £] URCbuntingford

Minister: Rev.Sue Fender Secretary: Peter Godbert
revsuefender@gmail.com | 01223 375 588 buntingford.urc@talktalk.net | 01763 281 359

SERVICES at 11am / JUNIOR CHURCH IN THE HALL at 11am

December 7 Children’s Service Rev Sue Fender
14 Holy Communion Rev David Tatum
21 Carol Service Rev Allen Morton
25 Christmas Day Service The Elders At 10.00 am
28 Morning Worship Peter Godbert
January 4 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender
11 Morning Worship Rev Dr Janet Tollington
18 Morning Worship Rev Allen Morton
25 Morning Worship Rev Sue Fender
February 1 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

We are holding an Ecumenical Advent Bible Study course on
the 3rd , 10th & 17th December..
We meet for lunch from 12.30
Bring your own lunch. Tea & coffee will be provided

and our bible study will run from 1.00 - 2.00 pm.

COFFEE & COMPANY

Meets every Thursday, 10:30am to 12:30pm, in the Church Hall. If you're elderly, living
alone, new to the area, perhaps working from home, and would like some company, come
along to share Coffee, Cake, Company and Chat. All are welcome. Just turn up and give a small
donation for the refreshments.
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4= > UNITED BENEFICE OF ASPENDEN,
%X W BUNTINGFORD & WESTMILL

Reverend Kirsty Wainwright

United Benefice of
Aspenden, Buntingford
and Westmill

OUR SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2025 |

Sunday 7th 9:30am All Age Worship St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am Morning Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am | Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Service

Sunday 14th 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am All Age Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am | All Age Worship St Peter's, Buntingford

Sunday 21st No Service St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am | Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Please see our poster for all our Christmas Services on p.34

Sunday 28th

JANUARY 2026

9:30am

Benefice Together
Advent Holy
Communion

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

Sunday 4th 9:30am All Age Worship St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am Morning Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am | Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Service

Sunday 11th 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am All Age Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am | All Age Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 18th No Service St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 25th 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
11:00am | Morning Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford

*Please check our website for further details of St Peter’s reopening
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I RECULAR EVENTS AT ST MARY'S, *ST PETER'S & ST MARY THE VIRGIN [

Prayer for Buntingford Walk

Ear A time of open, informal prayer
{7&;\ for the town and local
community. Held 8:15am -
8:45am weekly on Fridays.
Meeting at 8:15am outside St Peter’s Church,
join us for a Prayer Walk around Buntingford.

qu;—u? Q Q Little Lambs at St Mary
the Virgin Westmill
Every Wednesday in term time 10-11:30am for
pre-school children and their grown-ups.
Songs, a bible story and prayer along with
activities and playtime. A very informal social
and worship occasion for pre-school children
and their carers. There is a short service with
songs and prayer followed by a story and
activities for the children including toys.

Pancake Day
tvent,

Tuesday 17th February

Aal%

: 4pm
" St Peter’s Church

‘is%/’

e L

Calling all children and their
parents/grandparents/carers
S AlE]

o
X

To register please scan the QR code

CONTACT DETAILS

Morning Prayer

I-Da-l 9am Every Tuesday at St Mary
the Virgin Westmill, Wednesday

St Peter’s Buntingford and
Thursday at St Mary’s Aspenden mornings. We
pray together using the Church of England
Daily Prayer book, with bible readings, a
reflection and a psalm. It is a quiet, gentle
gathering to prepare for the day ahead. Please
contact us for the link.

¢S Monday Morning Coffee is back
at St Peter’s Church

) Held every Monday (except bank

holidays) A chance to meet up
with old friends and meet new ones. All ages
welcome. A huge thank you to The Crown Pub
for allowing to use the pub enabling our coffee
morning to continue whilst our restoration
works were carried out.

Pudding &
Pondering
Evening

A relaxed evening to enjoy puddings and to ponder some of
life's big questions.

No charge for entry.

If you'd like to come along, please use the QR code or contact
Revd Kirsty Wainwright at vicarabw@gmail.com

Saturday 24" January 2026
6:00 - 7:30pm
Manor House, Market Hill, Buntingford

website: www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-012BK/
email: unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com | 07484 345 027
C/O St Peter's Church, Chapel End, Buntingford, SG9 AL
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We have lots of events and services to prepare you for Christmas.
You are very welcome to join us at any of these services in our churches.

* Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Aspenden
Saturday 13th December, 10am - 4pm
Sunday 14th December, 11am - 4pm

Thursday 18th December, 7:30pm - Carols by Candlelight at St Mary’s Aspenden
*Saturday 20th December, 4pm - Cakes and Carols at St Peter’s Buntingford
Sunday 21st December, 4pm - Quiet Christmas at St Peter’s Buntingford

*Christmas Eve 24th December, Crib Service
2pm at St Peter’s Buntingford
4pm at St Mary’s Aspenden
5pm at St Mary the Virgin Westmill

Christmas Eve 24th December, 11:15pm - Midnight Mass at St Mary the Virgin Westmill

N *Christmas Day 25th December,
9:30am - All Age Holy Communion at St Mary's Aspenden e
10:15am - All Age Holy Communion at St Peter’s Buntingford

*e

%
9(,

*Services & Events suitable for children
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BUNTINGFORD SCOUT
NTA RUN 2025

b
30™ NOV 430PM  1ST DEC 6PM 2ND DEC 6PM (4
oW

FREMAN DRIVE HARE STREET ROAD  LUYNES RISE Y

CHEQUERS CLOSE SUNNY HILL FAIRFIELD

VICARAGE ROAD PADDOCK ROAD ABRAHAMS

HONEY LANE PIPKIN DRIVE DRIVE

WYDDIALROAD  ALDRIDGE WAY ;

BRIDEWELL CLOSE SPENCER CLOSE et

CHURCH STREET WARBOYS

HIGH STREET

NORFOLK ROAD

3%° DEC 6PM 5TH DEC 6PM  6TH DEC 5PM

STATION ROAD REDROW BOWLING GREEN LANE

SNELLS MEAD WOODS WAY GREENWAYS

DRAY GARDENS HUMMERSTON WHITE HART CLOSE
MONKS WALK
LONGMEAD

7™ DEC 430PM

THE VILLAGE

LONDON ROAD

LAYSTON MEADOWS

CROUCH GARDENS

OLVEGA DRIVE

PLEASE DONATE

PAYPAL.ME/BUNTINGFORDSCOUTS k}

&y ‘
v FOLLOW US ON OUR LIVE TRACKER
. EACH EVENING POSTED ON FACEBOOK A
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GOLDFINGER

Saturday 10th January 2026 at
7.30pm

We start the new year with a Crash Bang
Wallop of a Champagne Gala and

our first-ever showing of a Bond Film.
Thought by many to be the best Bond
ever, Goldfinger has Sean Connery in the
one with Pussy Galore and Oddjob + his
lethal bowler hat. It has the attempt to
rob Fort Knox + many other delightful
insanities with Bond in his Aston Martin
in hair-raising car chases and helicopter
antics! Just what you need to blow away
the post-Christmas blues and welcome
the New Year with a Glass of Champagne
provided through the generous
sponsorship of our very own Phil Walker
of Walker's Garage, Buntingford! Come
enjoy the Best Bond in his Best Outing.
Dress? — To Kill of course!

David Woollcombe

. BUNTINGFORD FILM CLUB

Bringing Cinema back to Buntingford

34

BRIEF ENCOUNTER

Saturday 7th February at 7.30pm

And then - for something completely
different — we have the acclaimed
romantic classic of British cinema, BRIEF
ENCOUNTER - the story of a perfect
wife, Celia Johnson, led astray by the
dashingly handsome Trevor Howard in
Carnforth Station Café. Driven into each
other’s arms by the war, the film works
because of Noel Coward's pitch perfect
dialogue, David Lean’s sensitive direction,
Robert Krasker's moody black and white
photography and the surging passion
of Rachmaninov’s 2nd piano concerto.
Come and see it on the big screen

and remember why it features in many
people’s top ten movies of all time!

All films at the Community Centre, Luynes
Rise, Buntingford SG9 9SG

All Tickets: £9.00 (to include a glass of
wine or beer + crisps) at: www.
tickettailor.com/events/
buntingfordfilmclub

or in person at: Jonathan Hunt, 8 High St.
Buntingford SG9 9AG



PARASITE

/’/f/‘(’/ Madlison is

4y Seum Diher

Classic Films: in the New Year story of a Brooklyn stripper who marries the

Buntingford Cinema is bringing back its son of a Russian Oligarch with explosive
Classic Film series to the Buntingford consequences. Then on Tuesday February
Bowls Club on Wyddial Road with two of ~ 17th, we're showing the only foreign

the only four films ever to have won both language film evertowin a Best film Oscar,
Best Film Oscars and the Palme d'Or in the Korean thriller: PARASITE. No need
Cannes. They are not to everyone's taste t(? book: just come, bring yourown drinks,
but for those who enjoy brilliant film- give us the suggested donation: £5 -
making, both are terrificly well-crafted. and enjoy an evening of very great, very
On Tuesday 20th January, we're showing ~ Unusual art cinemal

the 2025 Oscar Best Film, ANORA - the

B SMALL SCHOOL, BIG WIN: RURAL SANDON JMI
VSBHI]II[ WINS FIGHT Tll STAY OPEN 3 2305 erts scn ik

open letter to the Council himself stating
that “Village schools are more than places of
learning. They are community hubs, deeply
woven into the social and cultural fabric of
their villages. Their closure would not only
remove local education provision but also
risk long-term damage to the cohesion and
sustainability of rural life in these areas. Once
village schools are closed, they rarely return.”

"This is a real victory for Sandon and the future
of our village schools,” said Mr Hinchliff.

andon JMI School has won the fight to “Sandon JMI is more than a place of

stop Hertfordshire County Council education—it's a vital part of the community.

proceeding to closure consultation, I'm proud to have stood with parents, staff, and

m'uch to the relief of the whole governors in making the case for its future.”
community. Under Sandon JMI's new Headteacher, Ricky
Following weeks of uncertainty and a Boxall, the school is already seeing a rise in pupil
passionate campaign from governors, parents numbers with growing demand from families
and residents, HCC has confirmed that Sandon particularly from surrounding towns, including
School will be open for the academic year Buntingford, seeking a choice from the larger
2026-27, giving valuable time to secure the mainstream offering.

hool’s long- fi . . .
schools long-term future "We are hearted by the immediate and

Over 300 signed a petition and wrote letters to the passionate response and it's clear how much

Council calling for the school to remain open and this school means to everyone. Our school
highlighting the long-term consequences of losing  offers a truly special environment. We firmly
such an important rural institution. believe small schools have unique strengths
Local MP Chris Hinchliff also backed the and we will continue to advocate for rural
campaign, visiting the school and writing an education.” said headteacher, Ricky Boxall.
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MILLFIELD FIRST & NURSERY SCHOOL [

..‘ www.millfield.herts.sch.uk | 01763 271 717 | admin@millfield.herts.sch.uk

>,

Laura Kennedy-Weeks, Headteacher

on what has been a busy term.

It was an honour to be part of such a

n s we near the end of the Autumn term, we take the time to reflect

School Trips and Experience Days

Our curriculum has been enriched with a
range of school trips for the Autum Term,
so far these include:

e Great Fire of London Experience
Day for Year 2 children

e  Egyptian Experience Day for
Year 4 children

e  Gun Powder Plot Workshop for
Year 1 children

e STEM Discovery Centre in
Stevenage for Year 3 children

e Christ Church Christingle Service
for Reception children

Remembrance Service

It was a pleasure to see so many Millfield
children and families, as well as our local
community at the Remembrance Service
in Buntingford. Our Assembly Committee,
along with Mrs Kennedy-Weeks,
represented Millfield and laid a wreath at
the war memorial.

respectful and heartfelt community
service. Within our school community,
we continued to pay our respects by
creating poppy displays throughout
the school, offering everyone an
opportunity to pause and reflect on the
sacrifices of others.

| Blue, our
School
Therapy
Dog

o Blue’s
therapy
_ training is
progressing
really well

- A with the
support of his dedicated dog handlers
and the PAWS team. This term we
introduced Teddy-Blue who has joined
our wellbeing team to provide additional
support for children and to help them
learn about the crae, training and
understanding of dogs. Together, Blue
and Teddy-Blue will bring even more
smiles, comfort and calm to our school
community. We're so excited for all the
‘paws-itive" moments ahead!

The Cabin Update

The Cabin is our community classroom,
used for a variety of purposes, including
our wraparound care provision. We're
so excited about the recent updates

to The Cabin! With an outside canopy
area, brand-new sink area, cozy seating
and beautiful displays, it's now an even
warmer and more inviting space for our
children to enjoy.

s
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Layston Grove Visit

It was great to get out into the
community and visit Layston Grove Care
Home with the school council children.
The children created christmas crafts
with the residents. Thank you to Layston
Grove for having us.

Christmas Festivities

At Christmas time there is always lots
happening at Millfield from Nativity Plays,
Christmas Carol performances, Christmas
crafts and Pantomime Performances. It's
an exciting time of year when we also
participate in Christmas Jumper Day in
support of Save the Children and enjoy
our annual Christmas Lunch.

Millfield School would like to wish
everyone a Happy Christmas and best
wishes for the New Year.

Applications for Nursery Provision
for 2 Year Olds and 3 Year Olds
and Reception September 2026:

If you have a child starting in Nursery or
Reception in September 2026 the
application processes are now open:

e  For Millfield Nursery Provision for 2
Year Olds and 3 Year Olds please
contact us directly: admin@millfield.
herts.sch.uk or 01763 271 717. For
more information view our website
Nursery Admissions | Millfield First
and Nursery School

e For Millfield Reception, please follow
the application process via
Hertfordshire County Council:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
services/schools-and-education/
school-admissions/school-
admissions-and-transport.aspx

The closing date for applications is
Thursday 15th January 2026.

If you would like to know more about our
School, please visit our website www.
millfield.herts.sch.uk or contact the school
on 01763 271 717.

Social Media

Discover all things Millfield by visiting
our school website, Facebook page,
and Instagram.

.\

©
nstagram.  oF
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4%y Become
a
Governor at our School

Millfield are looking for new co-opted governors to join our friendly and supportive Governing Body.

Qur Governors come from many different backgrounds with a range of skills and experiences, but all share a
common interest of wanting the best possible education for the children in our school and are willing to
commit time and energy.

Why get involved?

Develop your own skills:
Volunteering as a school governor helps you to learn and grow plus it looks great on your CV.

Board-level experience:

It's an opportunity to gain experience in a leadership role and influence strategic direction.

Build a network:

You'll connect with others in your community from different occupations and backgrounds.

Community contribution:
It's a chance to give something back to your local community.
Impact:

You'll make a positive difference to the educational outcomes of children and young people.

All skills and experiences are valuable: You don't need to work in education - many different skills and
experiences bring value to our school governing body.

It's open to everyone: You don't need any specific qualifications as we welcome expressions of interest
from anyone in the local community.
Further information about the governor role is on our school website: www.millfield.herts.sch.uk/governors

To find out more, we encourage you to contact the School and ask to speak with the Governance
Professional Clerk.

Email: admin@millfield herts.sch.uk Tel: 01763 271717 Website: www.millfield herts.sch.uk
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_ LAYSTON C or E FIRST SCHOOL

Loving to Learn, Learning to Love, For every child a chance to shine!
www.layston.herts.sch.uk
Mrs Adele McMurrough, Headteacher

Our Christian values this half term are ‘peace and hope’. We have been reflecting
on both inner peace and peace within relationships. Remembrance Day is a
powerful reminder of how lucky we are to live in peace in the UK. Within justice we
have reflected on making the right choices even when this is difficult.

e have been thinking about  fun and were able to experience lots

the bravery and sacrifice of different role play areas. They were
of those who fought in the sharing and working together turn taking
wars to secure our peace to enjoy all the activities on offer.

and freedom. As part of Buntingford's
memorial service,

We are now planning and looking forward
to celebrating the birth of Jesus and

Mrs Christmas through our nativity and
McMurrough pantomime performances.

and two pupils
laid a wreath in
honour of those
who have died
in conflict.

| am pleased to be able to inform our
community that the pre-school here at
Layston will be continuing under new
management next term. Squiggles
Pre-Schools already run 2 settings in
The children Hertfordshire and are very much looking
have engaged forward to opening a third. We look
in a wonderful forward to working with them in the future.
= second half
term of learning with a special focus on
history, visiting ‘Celtic Harmony' and
learning about the Celts in Y3.

To find out more about our school
please visit our website at www.layston.
herts.sch.uk. We have a planned open
morning for prospective YR parents for
In November, to celebrate Friendship 2026 on Wednesday 7th January 2026
Anti-bullying week, the children took at 9:30-10:30am.

part in a range of activities and team
games. They showed great friendship and
compassion towards each other.

Wishing peace and goodwill to all from
Layston First School.

Our Y3 & Y4 children took part in a cross
country event with other first schools from
the Rib Valley partnership. The children
demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and
teamwork. Well done Layston children.

Our children had a wonderful morning
when they had a visit from the Pop Up
Activity Village. The children had great
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] EDWINSTREE MIDDLE SCHOOL

A Voluntary Controlled Church of England School
Jo Gant, Headteacher | www.edwinstree.herts.sch.uk

As a Christian school, we recognise the unique and wonderful in everyone.
As a community, we support one another to flourish and live life in all its fullness.

Harvest
Service

As | write this in
mid-November,
we are

excited as we
plan for the
approaching
Christmas
season, our
choir are
practicing for
our first carols
of the year at
the Lights of
Love festival in Buntingford high street.
They will follow this with visits to local
residential homes for OAP’s and to Lister
Hospital where they will sing to patients
in the children’s ward.

At this time of year, when we come to the
end of each day and meet in the hall for
COWO, the lights of the candles burn
brightly as the darkness of the evening
surrounds us and we welcome God into
our worship. We find the winter solstice
a magical time and if our children cannot
find the spirit of worship, they can gaze
longingly from the 1st of December at the
World’s largest chocolate calendar that
hangs from the ceiling in the hall!

At Christmas we remind students of the
true meaning of Christmas the giving and
that by giving, this can create a special
feeling of goodness in us all. Giving is the
magic of Christmas, and our tutor groups
will once again be supporting the most
vulnerable in our community by donating
Christmas gift hampers to the food bank
families within our community.

40

What did we get up to last
half term?

We are very grateful to Aspenden Church
for hosting a harvest festival service on
the last day of term. The school walked

in year groups in the beautiful Autumn
sunshine, helped over the fields by our
lovely Parents to the church to sing and
celebrate the wonderful food that we

are so privileged to take for granted. We
made sure we had time to walk, kick and
play in the Autumn leaves before returning
to school.

Last half term we spent time supporting
our school’s wellbeing and celebrating
nature, by getting out and about. Over
4 years, we try

to complete

as many of the
challenges set by
the National Trust
who list 50 things
to do before you
are 11 and %. We
extend the time to




13! As well as our conker tournament, we
spent time running and rolling down the
large hill at Aspenden.

We are starting a 5-year project with the
Woodland Trust to expand the number of
trees and hedging on our site. We begin
with Charles lll Coronation celebration an
avenue of trees at our lower entrance will
be planted in mid-November.

Once again, we hosted a huge open
evening with over 400 people attending
to view the school and take a tour with
our year 6 and 8 guides. It was lovely to
see our students wanting to share all with
the parents and prospective year 4's.

How are we living up to our vision
and LIVING life in all its Fullness?

As part of being a Church school we
support students to become courageous
advocates, giving the message that
however difficult things are they can
together create change. Part of this
work is to allow students to volunteer to
raise funds and to run Fullness days for
their suggested charity. We started in
September with a group of year 8 boys
raising funds for Cancer Research. They
spent time talking to students about
why this was close to their hearts. They
organised a bake sale, non-uniform

day and a talent show to support their
fundraising efforts and eventually ended
up with £820.27 for the charity. This

half term a year 6 pupil is courageously
talking about her own brain injury, the
impact it had on her, and how a charity
supported her and her family to recover.

In Living life in all its Fullness, we know that
fun is an important part of a child’s early
years and spend time making sure we plan
for it within the school calendar. Students
love enrichment trips and this term Year

5 and 6 were treated to a taste of a very
different hot chocolate on their recent

Mayans day at school while year 7 spent
joyous time together at their Residential.

UK Parliament Talk

Our year 7 and 8 students had a talk
about how the UK Parliament works. This
was led by a member of Parliamentary
staff. The session included

e  Democracy and the work of
Parliament.

e The role of MPs and the House
of Lords.

e How laws are made.

e  The difference between Parliament
and Government.

* How young people can get involved
and have their voices heard.

Year 7 Residential

At the end of September, our year 7
enjoyed their residential to Essex
Outdoos Bradwell.

Christmas Services

During December you will see us out and
about attending our Christmas service,
and singing at Buntingford Christmas
market The Lights of Love.

Our Christian Values:

Reverence, Wisdom, Thankfulness, Humility, Endurance, Service, Compassion, Trust, Peace,
Forgiveness, Friendship, Justice, Hope, Creation, Community
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www.buntingfordlive.org | support@buntingfordlive.org

025 was a great year for
Buntingford Live and we have
lots of exciting events already
booked for 2026.

Here are the dates for your diaries.

e Friday 20th March
Acoustic Night

e Saturday 28th March One
Woman Show with Liz Grand ‘The
Second Best Bed’

e Friday 10 April Comedy Night

e Friday 24th April Westmill
Concert with St. Edmund’s
Young Musicians

‘St. Richard of Chichester Church,
Buntingford SG9 9HT

Friday 12th December, 7pm

e Friday 29th May Drag Night

Sunday 7th June An afternoon of
Jazz with The Peter Rudeforth
Band in The Stables Garden.

There will be more detailed
information on all these events in the
February Issue of the Journal.

In the meantime, please visit our
website for updated news and to
book tickets.

Buntingfordlive.org

NB: We are now a registered charity.
Our number is: 1211162

Farewell to 2025!



Would you like to volunteer at some of
our Buntingford Live! events?

We would love you to come along and
help some time.

Buntingford Live! is a charity run by
volunteers in the cornmunity, for the
community. We provide a platform for
creative and performing arts events in
and around Buntingford throughout
the year.

Whether it's helping to set up the

venues, serving behind the bar or
ushering guests, we would greatly
value your time and support.

Whilst enjoying the event, you'll also
be making a valuable contribution to
your community, and sharing in the
positive feeling we all get as volunteers
at Buntingford Live!

Sound good? Please contact us at
support@buntingfordlive.org
or call Neil on 07354 795787.

Coming up -Rhythm &Booze and A Celebration Of Christmas. Scan the code
for more details and to purchase tickets for either event.

Saturday 29th November

buntingfordlive.org
Embﬁ)ﬂg creative arts

Friday 12th December

GO

Buntingford Live! Is a registered charity Number 12111682



B WHAT'S ON - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER 2025

Wednesday 3rd

Friday 5th

Saturday 6th

Saturday 6th

Monday 8th

Thursday 11th

Thursday 11th

Friday 12th

Friday 12th

Sat 13th/ Sun14th

Monday 15th

Tuesday 16th

Thursday 18th

Friday 19th

Saturday 20th

Tuesday 23rd

Gardener's Club:
Members Christmas
Party p.16

Braughing Get
Together: Winter
Supper p.18

St Nicholas Festive Fair

Film Club: Downton
Abbey - The Grand
Finale

U3A: Capella Choir p.12
Library: Quiz Night p.8

WI: Christmas
Celebration (all
welcome) p.14

Buntingford Livel: A
Celebration of
Christmas p.42

BALA: Coffee Morning
p.46

Aspenden Christmas
Tree Festival

Library: Christmas Baby
Rhyme Time p.8

Senior Citizen's
Christmas Lunch

Library: Christmas
Storytime & Crafts p.8

Library: Christmas Soft
Toy Sleepover p.8

Library: Christmas
Storytime & Crafts p.8

Library: Jigsaw & Cards
Christmas Crackers and
Mince Pies p.8

JANUARY

Friday 9th

Saturday 10th

Monday 12th

Tuesday 13th

Friday 16th

Saturday 17th

Tuesday 20th

Saturday 24th

2026

Braughing Get
Together: Beetle Drive
p.18

Film Club: Goldfinger
p.34

U3A: Air Ambulance
Talk p.12

History Society: p.22
BALA: Coffee Morning
p.46

Reed Burns Night
Supper p.9

Film Club Classics:
Anora p.34

Buntingford Repair Cafe

LOOKING AHEAD

7th Feb

9th Feb

13th Feb

13th/14th &
20/21st Feb

17th Feb

Film Club: Brief
Encounter p.34

U3A: Alzheimers UK

WI: Honeybees Talk
p.14

Buntingford Drama
Society: This That and
the Other p.13

Film Club Classics:
Parasite p.34

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION
AND RECYCLING
9" JANUARY - 12"JANUARY

Koy
ISa @

x
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B REGULAR EVENTS I

MONDAYS: ‘TUESDAYS ‘WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS: | FRIDAYS: WEEKENDS: ‘

From 8.30am:
Buntingford
Market

10-11.45am:
Chatter Table
at the Manor
House — 1st &
3rd Mondays

Morning
Coffee 10-12
St Peter's

10.30-11am &
11:30 -12pm:
Baby Rhyme
Time (songs,
rhymes, actions
and puppets, for
ages 6 weeks to
3 years)

EVENTS IN THE LIBRARY:

10.30-12.30:
Jigsaw & Chat
club

Buntingford
Meditation
Online at 8 pm
and once a month
in Saint Peter’s
Church.

To join the group
the best way is to
contact me via the
website - www.
mindful-worklife.
com/buntingford-
meditation

New meditators
are welcome

and guidance is
given on how to
meditate in the
sessions.

11am: Chair
Yoga with Kim

10.30am- Sun, 9am:

12.30: Coffee Norfolk

& Company Road Playing

in the URC Fields Junior

Church Hall Parkrun

2-3pm: Mind Sat,10am:

& Music at Walking

Standon & Football at

Puckeridge CC the MUGA,
Norfolk Road
Playing Fields

10.30 - 11am:
Storytime
(storytelling
with props, for
ages 2-5 years)

Lego Club
for children

Millfield School

11.45am- 10-11am

12.45pm: Chatter

Forever Cycling & Natter,

at the Community Buntingford

Centre -1st & 3rd Coffee Shop

1.30 for 2pm: 12- 4pm

Buntingford Braughing Shed

Senior Citizens' Group, The

Club at URC Barn at Brook

Hall Cottage Farm
Fernaux Pelham
SG9 OLL contact:
jacquithorneé64@
gmail.com or
07557 966 526

7.30-9:15pm:

Buntingford

Community

Choir at




B BUNTINGFORD ACTION FOR THE LESS ABLE (BALA) [N

Registered Charity No. 1094426

MINIBUS TRIPS DECEMBER 2025 / JANUARY 2026

DATE TIME DESTINATION

DECEMBER

Thurs 4th 10.30-2 Scotsdales Garden centre £6.50

Mon 8th 10-2.30 St lves £8

Wed 10th 9-3 Milton Keynes (approx. journey time 1 hr | £13
15)

Thurs 11th 12.45 The Fox, Aspenden (2 course carvery £2
lunch £20)

Wed 17th 11.30 Pub Lunch £5

Fri 19th 10.30-2.30 | Bury Lane/Dobbies £5

Tues 6th 9.30-1.30 Biggleswade, A1 Retail Park £6.50

Fri 9th 10-2 Bickerdikes Garden Centre £6

Thurs 15th 9.30-3 Bury St Edmunds £12.50

Wed 21st 11.30 Pub Lunch £5

Thurs 22nd 11-2.30 Burston Garden Centre £8

Wed 28th 10-2.30 St Albans £8

FEBRUARY

Tues 3rd 9.30-1.30 Harlow £7

All trips start from the Benson Hall car park unless otherwise agreed

To book a seat or for more information: 07870 638 480
(please be prepared to leave a message)

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0

: COFFEE MORNING
. Friday 12th December 10-11:30am
Friday 16th January 10-11:30am

(sausage rolls, cakes, raffle)

e e 00 000000000000 00

at URC Hall, Baldock Road

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 00
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A3



45 High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AD ‘

o STENFIELD
Tel:  Stenfield Solicitors - 01763 295099 L SO |_ | C ITO R S

RS Property Lawyers - 01763 295096

Email: nicola@stenfield.com

nicola@rspropertylawyers.com ~ PROPERTY
Web: www.stenfield.com k ‘ LAWYERS
www.rspropertylawyers.com
nicola@rspropertylawyers.com

Stenfield Solicitors and RS Property Lawyers are regulated multidisciplinary law firms, each
offering specialist legal services tailored to client needs.

Stenfield Solicitors specialises in litigation, matrimonial, family law, company law, commercial
property, employment, wills and probate.

RS Property Lawyers is dedicated exclusively to residential conveyancing.

Our key objective is to provide solid, reliable, and cost-effective legal advice delivered in an
efficient and friendly manner.

Our Buntingford branch looks forward to welcoming you.

Church of Saint Richard of Chichester

St Richard of Chichester Catholic Church
3 Station Road, Buntingford SG9 9HT
Telephone 01992 623156

Parochial Administrator: Father John Cunningham
Parish Deacon: Paul O'Connor

Regular Services at St Richard's Buntingford
Mass - Sunday 9.15am

Mass - Tuesday 7.30pm

Holy Hour - Friday 5.00pm

Services at St Thomas's Puckeridge
Mass - Sunday 11.00am
Mass - Thursday 12.30pm

If you would like your child baptised, to get married, or to find out about the other sacramental
programmes, please speak to the priest or deacon after one of the masses.

Further information is available on the parish website: parish.rcdow.org.uk/buntingford/
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Securing, Lifting &
Vehicle Recovery
Equipment

9am - 4pm, Mon-Fri

Unit 9, The Firs Watermill Ind
Estate, Aspenden Road,
Buntingford SG9 9JS

01763 271156

RECOVERY-EQUIPMENT.CO.UK

WHERE THERE’S A WILL

After working as a solicitor
for over 30 years, Kate

= Bennett now specialises in

the writing of Wills and

Powers of Attorney.

=1 |f you haven’t done so
already, for the sake of

REED FIRST SCHOOL your loved ones, make your final wishes clear
AW/ S Ke(0)\Y| SR Tl VR (elV[ 28 N V|| NAIH ond get your affairs in order today.

Are you looking for a Nursery or First School place? For a trusted, experienced and straightforward
Nursery places can start the term children turn three. service o] hone or email Kate to arra nge an
Set in beautiful grounds, we are proud of our caring and < appointment to see her for a free no
inclusive environment. Our parents and children, staff

and governors love being part of Reed First School obl igation meeti ng at your home.
and we would be pleased to welcome you too!

REED FIRST SCHOOL, JACKSON'S LANE, REED, SG8 8AB Kate Bennett

admin@reed herts.sch.uk | 01763 848304 g 07525 454160

kbennettlegal@gmail.com
www.reed.herts.sch.uk

y
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KFARATE AND SELF DEFENCE

AT BUNTINGFORD'S BEST Sl Sty
KARATE CLUB BOOKKEEPING

OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 7:30PM SERVICES
EDWINSTREE SCHOOL GYM —

AGES 10 -110 YEARS BOTH SEXES ™
INSTRUCTION BY BLACK BELTS \

‘\f - VAT Return Submissions
. DR N Monthly Payroll
TEIB',] ?25"2;'??]02;ER VA/I Management Accounts REFERENCES AVAILABLE

‘RUNNING SINCE 1983”1/ oncsam ™ 407814 096789

. o= Self-Employed & flexible  chrisstigwood@hotmail.com
www. hertfordshirekarate.co.uk .

AFFORDA

EEE R ONLINE F

All Aspects of Bookkeeping and
Office Management Undertaken

Hedepds Rl

] { |

Prices start from£395
Phone: 07931 989 998
hello@johnlittleford.co.uk

www.johnlittleford.co.uk

Riverside Taxis
A Prl_"_,'.l-:_.]l_"- Taxl Service

Call 0176343 43 43

Airport transfer specialists

Executive Mercedes estate available
Al major credit/debit Cards Accepted
Local or long distance

Accounts welcome

Four, stk and eight Seater vehicles

All Cars Licensed by EHD.C and Fully Insured.

www.riversidetaxis.co.uk
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Hearing

Advisory Service

Do you wear NHS Hearing Aids? We run
monthly local clinics for hearing aid
maintenance and battery dispensing.

Call 01707 324582 or email info@hhas.org.uk to
book an appointment

This is a free service available to NHS patients only No service on Bank Holidays. Service may be
affected by adverse weather conditions. please check before setting out during severe weather. Please
note that our telephones are staffed Tuesdays to Thursdays (leave a message at other times and we will
call you back). Hertfordshire Hearing Advisory Service is a registered charity no. 1063430 Leaflet/ poster
issued 20072022

Scan the OR code, call 01707 324582 or email
info@hhas.org.uk to find your nearest clinic

Hertfordshire Hearing Advisory Service

MerBordatae
Sensory Services Stiategy .A.‘L.‘j
.J 2000 2003 l-dovdnhh Hospitals

T
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GENIE LAMP REPAIRS

CHURCH ELECTRICAL REPAIR TO ALL
LANE ~— TYPES OF LAMPS,

e STANDARD, TABLE, CEILING
ETC.,
SPECIALIZING IN OLDER
- FITTINGS,
EG: VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE.
PLEASE NOTE SOME MODERN
FITTINGS ARE UNSUITABLE

For all your

PLEASE RING FOR FREE ADVICE AND ESTIVMATE.

dESign & pri nt TEL: 01763 273 398

MOBS: 07444 214 983 07792 894 091

requirements ANDREW COATES B.Sc
E design@churchlanecreative.com GARDEN DES'GN

T +44(0)1763793290
churchlanecreative.com

» Creative Garden Design &
Project Management

« Consultations and Advice

« Maintenance, Planting,

Pruning & Turfing
CREATIVE o Tree Surgery, Fencing &
TH AT Garden Construction Services

CARES 01462 896902 wobile: 07718 426613
www.ac-gardendesign.co.uk

LI 'M.r"AddLson

IR |services \§ gl

ACCURATE ANSWERS....

E: enquiries{@rbtaxation.com

T:01763 847222 S B Vs M 1709

T

@ @ 8 8 www.rbtaxation.com ‘ € ad v‘ Oﬂ mark1@5ky %Om

TOUCH OWW

Beauty Salon & Skin Specialists.
Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy, Microneedling,
Cryotherapy, LVL lashes, Massage,
Manicures & Pedicures.

Painting, Decorating and
Handyman Works

Friendly, Professional and Reliable
Paul Wainwright

& 07816 964372

B4 paulwainwright42@googlemail.com
Free no obligation quotes

38 High Street « Buntingford T: 01763 271122
www.touchofglamour.co.uk
(@touchofglamourbuntingford
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P.S.EVELEIGH
PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

A R Services

carpentry
kitchen/bathroom installation = -
kitchen worktops mitred and fitted - =
tiling/flooring
flat packed furniture assembly All aspects of plastering covered:
painting & decorating Ceilings
general property maintenance Walls
garden maintenance Reskimming
wooden climbing frames Skimming over Artex
. . Rendering and Coving
Prompt, trustworthy and reliable service Quality Workmanship

competitive rates free estimates

Call Andy Ricketts
on 07941 078069 or 01763 274868

arservices69@gmail.com Call 01763 272569

Free Estimates

Over 30 Years of Experience

or Mobile 07772 366587
fin
Maxke ‘NE‘

Websites, design
and marketing

Logos e Ledflets e« Brochures « Websites ®
Social media « Google AdWords
L C

www.marketingzone.co.uk ®

T: 01763 274440 .

Established 1997
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*1ngand
sendent.

24 hour service

Private Cha.pels of Rest

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Own Crematorium

STEVENAGE + 01438 316623
HITCHIN « 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH ¢« 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD ¢ 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN « 01438 714686
HERTFORD « 01992 582052
WARE ¢ 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292
HODDESDON -« 01992 471709
HARWOOD PARK 01438 812515
HARPENDEN ¢ 01582 762570

AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.austins.co.uk

Harwood Park

The pekfa‘t setting to commemorate

the /g’fe (gf your loved one

Crematorium and memorial
gardens created and managed by
the Austin family in the beautiful

Hertfordshire countryside.

www.crematorium.co.uk

Serving the local community for ten generations




Before you act, it’s
good to know the risks
as well as the rewards.

At Tees, we combine legal and financial expertise
to help you make informed decisions.

Giving you the full picture

teeslaw.com
0800 013 1165




{

HCKSMITH

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[] Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors

¢4 No Call Out Charge

No Fix No Fee

All Work Fully Guaranteed

%3 10% Senior Citizen Discount

s

©
N\

07772 111 222

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Eileen's Fitness Classes

Qualified RSA Instructor with over 25 years
teaching in the community
CIMSPA registered
Phone 07966 222272 Email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com

CLASSES HELD AT BUNTINGFORD SETH WARD
COMMUNITY CENTRE

TUESDAY 10.30am - Pilates (Bunter's room upstairs)

To help improve posture, balance and strengthen your core.

THURSDAY  11am - Older Adult Fitness Aerobics

A fun class with movements to help with mobility and conditioning.

CLASSES HELD AT REED VILLAGE

Full Timetable and booking on

https://gymcatch.com/app/provider/1355/event

Follow me on

]

Eileensfitnessclasses

Aee of Fents

Recycling green waste to preserve the environment

Cumberlow Green Farm
Buntingford

Herts. SG9 0QD

Tel: 01763 281223

Mob: 07884 408529

Fax: 01763 281424

email: sales@aceofherts.co.uk

¥ Soil conditioning composts ¥ Top Soils ¥ Blended Soils

¥ Improves all round soil condition

¥ Introduces organic matter

¥ Feeds your plants e Bulk orders bagged or loose

¥ Increases worm populations ® Soils blended to your needs
® Quality top soils

Composted bark
® Bark chippings

You can collect or ask for deliveries to
your door

For information how Ace of Herts is made, please visit our website www.aceofherts.co.uk
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A
SOLUTIONS
Computer HELP
In your Own Home

s |
 Apple || Microso
/ \

| Androlid +

Contact Tracy
07521 977 997

www.rebootitsolutions.co.uk

3 TRUSTED

DQR

Wills & Probate

STANDON BASED
WILL WRITER

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of
Attorneys (LPA's)
Probate
Administration

Inheritance Tax and
Estate Planning

Providing a professional, friendly service,
I offer free advice and will guide you
through your options.

D

" o Safe to do
551

. business with
4 m»‘\‘: Code Compliant

Member of The Society
of Will Writers

www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
01920747208 | emma@dgqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
[ESee my recent reviews on Facebook: @dgrwillsprobate

J P SERVICES

Mini Digger & Driver Hire

Groundwork & Demolition
Landscaping
Drainage & Septic Tanks

Call James on:
07900 104223 or 01920 822888
or email jp-services@live.com
Website: www.jplandscapeservices.co.uk

*¥ oy
v x o *
LA\ +*
: ‘% . *

BUNTINGFORD
SCHOOL of DANCE

BALLET
MODERN/JAZZ
TAP
STREET/
COMMERCIA..

Ko f@

ADMIN@BUNTINGFORDSCHOOLOFDANCE.CO.UK

2K
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Willow Landsecapes
Garden Services

= Tree surgery
» Hedge cutting
Fencing

Fmd us in the
Buntingford Journal!!

S] TOKELY LTD

Units 12/13 Park Farm Industrial Estate - Buntingford - SG9 9AZ

sjtokelyltd@btinternet.com

MOT TESTING STATION

Servicing & Repairs

MOT’s and Pre-MOT Checks
Engine Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Re-Gas

Tyres - New Budget & Branded |
Any Type of Repair Undertaken MON - 8.00 - 6.00

TUES - 8.00 - 6.00

WED - 8.00 - 6.00

OI 763 274260 THUR - 8.00 - 6.00
FRI - 8.00 - 5.00

Collection & Delivery Available SAT - BY APPOINTMENT

OPENING HOURS
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—HEATING—

v BUNTINGFORD

Naughty
Apple Mac?

1x Al

AL

Apple specialist since 1990

East Herts Foot Health /' ’
I Cllmc

home visiting foot

healthcare
Corns, Callus, dry/

hard Skin, Nail OVER 60'5
Trimming &
Shask DISCOUNT,
Verrucas, friendly CALL NOW..
prof.essional 07733233044 e
service efur ac Sales
OS X « Hardware ° Tuition ‘
iCloud  iPad * iPhone * Wifi
"East Herts Leading Mobile Foot (Buntingford)

Health Service"

easthertsfoothealthclinc@yahoo.co.uk Call for an Onsite Engineer

—_— O7968 272 923
N>k ‘-M
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Seacong Greetings -

Bmoa) ~

fL;

%

from <

Mentley Farm Lavender BUNTINGFORD
M:;;: Diccover our Seagonal Workshops 0., T AXI S

Ukique and ingpiring workshope S,

throughout the lead up to our festive —r——————
S P
- ceacon. ﬁ?ﬁw

Out & About Fective Markete

% Find uc at fective markete acroce
e chordiitie. Corttad oy WWW.BUNTINGFORDTAXIS.ORG.UK

; hello, we would love to cee you. -t
et
b wketS - For more information on booking 01753 43 0 1 2 U
W Workehope or visiting Markets S
51 HIGH STREET

please vicit our webgite or ccan the  Worg,,
QR code. 2
BUNTINGFORD
SG99AD

\

e Mentley Lane Wect, Great Munden, Ware,
S611.1TW
072768 010167
info@mentleyfarmlavender.com

For more infa, visit www.mentleyfarmlavender.com where you can
alco cign up for Louice’s regular newcletter, Ramblinge from
Mentley.

DO YOU NEED A
GRAPHIC DESIGNER?

Layston Preschool
and Nursery CIC

The Causeway

Buntingford
Herts.
SG9 9EU
Branding & Logo Design 01763 271 235
Brochures, Leaflets, Posters, Reports
Packaging We offer places for both fee-paying and Government-
Adverts & Marketing funded children aged 2 to rising 5, providing morning

and afternoon sessions and all-day wraparound care.

Web Design & Social Media
Copywriting & Typesetting

Follow me on instagram ‘J
(@thehumbleline to see

my latest projects, -q
design tips & more. A G Sl ' 3

www.thehumbleline.com | anne@thehumbleline.com

We are open:

Monday-Friday mornings (08:45-11:45)
Monday-Thursday afternoons (12:45-15:15)
Monday-Thursday - Lunch Club (11:45-12:45

We are non-profit making with any surplus funds
reinvested into the setting.

Contact us to arrange a visit. Application Forms
available on our website.

Email : laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com
Web : www.laystonpreschoolandnursery.com
Facebook : Layston Preschool and Nursery CIC

humble|ine
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mailto:laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com
http://www.laystonpreschool.org.uk/

attendZ2health

e Chiropractors
« Physiotherapy
 Osteopathy

 Chiropody
& Podiatry

e Sports Massage
¢ Acupuncture

» Hypnotherapy

» Reformer Pilates
 Audiology

e Counsellors

I[

il

01763 87 80 87

27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy and
Physiotherapy New Patients only.
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Demd  Walkers

ﬂ Garage Ltd

Car servicing and repairs
at very reasonable prices

Servicing * MoT presentation / repairs ©
Welding ¢ Timing belts ¢ Clutches
Brakes checked / replaced ¢ Engines
replaced / overhauled etc * Airbag /
Emission warning lights
and much more

Over 25 years car mending experience

Free collection / delivery etc
2 Owles Lane, Buntingford, SG9 9JA

Telephone 01763 272 125

All work is fully insured

)\(
OVYENCLEAN.

The original oven cleaning specialists

Ovenclean will transform your oven and
put the sparkle back into your kitchen!

v Friendly, professional and reliable

v Completely safe, eco-friendly cleaning system

« No fumes, no mess, no bother

v Removes grease, fat and burnt on carbon deposits from:

® Ovens e Filters ® Hobs © Grills ® BBQ’s ® Ranges
e Extractors ® Microwaves ® AGA's

We can also repair your electric oven or hob.
Repairs include, element replacement,
thermostats and fan motors.

Call Owen Rowlands today to book
your oven clean/repair on:

07445073 648 or 08008407127

www.ovenclean.com

il

i

DESIGN NATION

We don't just sell kitchens & bedrooms -
we tailor unique designs & bring them to life

www.dnation.co.uk

01279 777279

3 enquiries@dnation.co.uk

Local Specialist - Free Consultation & Planning Service

C. W Electrical

Rewires
Alterations
Additions
Domestic

Part P registered
Telephone: 01763 271 647

clivewebb@cwelectric.co.uk

(Herts.) Ltd.

Commercial
Industrial

Testing

PV Solar Systems

NICEIC registered

Mobile: 07968 493 364
www.cwelectric.co.uk
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY
WITH EVERY MEAL YOU GIVE

At Buntingford Food Support, we are committed to ensuring that no
one in our community goes hungry. By providing essential food supplies
to individuals and families in need, we bring hope, relief, and a sense of
security. With your help, we can continue to make a lasting impact.

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Donate non-perishable food items like canned goods, rice, and pasta.
Contribute financially to support our operational costs and food purchase efforts.
Host a food drive at your workplace, school, or community center.
Volunteer your time to help sort and distribute food to those in need.
Spread the word by sharing our mission on social media and in your community.
Partner with local businesses to sponsor events or donate surplus food.

Together, we can fight hunger and
build a stronger, healthier community!

Phone: 07842 889772
Email: buntingfordfoodhub@gmail.com
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NHS|

Screening Programmes

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

Hertfordshire Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm (AAA)
Screening Programme

Men of Hertfordshire don’t miss out on
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm screening.
1in 70 men will have an Aneurysm.
Can you spare 10 minutes?

It could save your life

Chest
Heart

Aorta with an Aneurysm

Abdomen

If you are over 65 and have not had this scan
please call 01727 897 719 for an appointment

at a clinic near you
WQUALITY
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Member of
SCE Buntingford Civic Society
0 v, ﬁ‘ Reg. Charity No. 1014873
/\6(‘ SOQ\ http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
WHO ARE WE?

We are your local amenity group, established in March 1971 initially as a conservation group covering the ancient
parishes of Buntingford, Layston, Aspenden, Wyddial and Throcking. We obtained charity status in 1993.
Our main aims are to secure the preservation, protection, development, improvement of features of historic and
public interest within the locality and endeavour to promote high standards of planning and architecture while
our archives are a source of reference on local geography and history. Over the years, the Society has broadened
its interests within the community. Whilst conservation issues will always be important to us, we now try to take
a greater interestin many other local organisations and activities.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE AND CONTINUE TO DO?

Introduced the Buntingford Journalin 1976.
Restored the Town Pump twice and Town Cage once.
Initiated erection of Christmas lights in the High Street and Market Hill.
Presented an annual school civic award to Freman College.
Updated the set of Town Trails with Discovering Buntingford booklet.
Erected a Town Sign and replaced it on a like for like basis in 2018.
Installed a seat on the hill to Layston Cemetery and paid for works at the Layston Cemetery.
Erected Town Gateway signs complete with Planters.
Contributed financially to Freman College sports hall, Buntingford Film Club, Buntingford ~ Carnivals and
“Summer Arts in Buntingford 2022” weekend.
Start-up financial contribution to the Friends of the Rib and Quin.
Paid for the Local History Group competition prizes in 2023.
Carried out River Rib and town litter picks.
Fitted a sign in the Police Station Community Garden and paid for new plants there in 2019.
Were actively involved in the production of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Arranged “Buntingford in Bloom” competitions.
Updated the circular walks on local footpaths leaflet in 2017.
Paid for roses and a plaque in memory of Queen Elizabeth Il and for the Coronation of King Charles Ill at the
new Layston Cemetery in 2024.
Hosted three Civic Day Heritage walks around the conservation area.
Been actively involved in recent town celebrations to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum
Jubilee, the Coronation of King Charles Ill and the 80™ anniversary of D-Day and VE Day.

BCS will continue to......
Publish the Buntingford Journal.
Monitor future planning applications and work with local organisations for the benefit of the Community
Play an active role in the River Rib Improvement Project.
Source a replacement plaque for The Cage .
Host future Civic Day Heritage walks around the conservation area.
Arrange future “Buntingford in Bloom” competitions.
Present an annual civic award to Freman College.
Pay for the maintenance of the Town Gateway Planters.

To join the Society download a Membership Form from www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
or collect one from the Manor House on Market Hill
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Landscaping & Garden Materials |
GRAB/MUCK AWAY SERVICE

B s -

Small enough to care... Large enough to cope <

Bricks & Blocks

When you are looking to make improvements to your home it's vital you pick
a supplier that's got all the credentials you need to get your materials to site
on time, every time.

We provide a delivery service which is second to none working for large 3
national house builders, construction firms right down to self builders A EcoTherm s‘a:-a
throughout the Hertfordshire area. SRR

We are happy to supply to the trade and retail customers.

Tel 01763 273932

www.jackpouiton.co.uk

Poulton Building Supplies is a trading name of Jack Poulton & Sons Ltd

Landscaping

Poulton Building Supplies, Home Farm Haulage & Storage Depot, Aspenden Road
Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9FG email: enquiries@jackpoulton.co.uk
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FChiropractors 4
Osteopaths *
Physiotherapy
Massage
Audiology
Podiatry fecw
Hypnotherapy [Etg

Nutrition ,
Acupuncture il
GP Services [
Pilates & Tai Chi
EMDR -

After working as a solicitor
for over 30 years, Kate
Bennett now specialises in
the writing of Wills and
Powers of Attorney.

If you haven’t done so
already, for the sake of
your loved ones, make your final wishes clear
and get your affairs in order today.

For a trusted, experienced and straightforward
service phone or email Kate to arrange an
appointment to see her for a free no obligation
meeting at your home.

Kate Bennett
07525 454160
kbennettlegal@gmail.com

WHERE THERE ’SiA WILL

—_

TOUCH Oli y /70U

Beauty Salon & Skin Specialists.
Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy, Microneedling,
Cryotherapy, LVL lashes, Massage,
Manicures & Pedicures.

38 High Street « Buntingford T: 01763 271122
www.touchofglamour.co.uk
(@touchofglamourbuntingford

M Rome Joinery Ltd
Throcking, Buntingford

Your local established
Joinery company

Quality bespoke
Kitchens, Conservatories, Doors,
Windows, Staircases, Barn
Conversions, Listed Buildings
etc ...

Mat Rome
Tel/Fax: 01763 287507
Mobile: 07814 838460
email: mat@mromejoinery.co.uk
website: www.mromejoinery.co.uk

WESTMILL GARDEN CENTRE
Westmill Farm, SG12 OES
Web: www.westmillgardencentre.co.uk

Tel:

systems, and coal.

01920 465026

A gardener’s paradise. Home grown seasonal plants, good
quality soft fruit and vegetables. Gorgeous hanging baskets,
perennials, shrubs, herbs, composts, fertilisers, garden tools,
seeds, wild bird food, locally grown Christmas Trees, irrigation
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BUNTINGFORD FESTIVAL CHOIR

is actively seeking
TENOR and BASS SINGERS

If you love singing, have at least a basic
knowledge of musical notation and can reliably
hold a tune then we’d love to hear from you

We rehearse in and around Buntingford on
THURSDAY EVENINGS between 19:00 and 20:30

Please get in touch via the contact form on our website:-

buntingfordfestivalchoir.org
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Aarers in Hertfordshire
.Suppar-t Hub

Where: Buntingford Town Council (The Manor House),
High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

When: Last Tuesday of each month,
10.30am-12.30pm

Come along and meet other family and friend carers, share
your views, and find out what help is available locally.

27th Jan | 24th Feb |24th Mar |28th Apr |26th May |30th Jun

28th Jul 25th Aug |29th Sept |27th Oct 24th Nov | No meeting
in Dec

One of our Carer Support Advisors will provide 1:1 appointments
at some meetings.

A programme of speakers will be planned as requested - find out about
these on the Carer Support Hubs page on our website or contact us.

There are also monthly groups in Ware (last Friday of the
month) and Royston (first Thursday of the month) contact us

for details.

To contact us:

Call: 01992 58 69 69 '
Email: contact@carersinherts.org.uk aa y\e & 5
Visit: www.carersinherts.org.uk in Hertfordshire

charity registration number 1085491

Making dorers Count
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Advertising in the Buntingford Journal

Your advert can be full colour, black and white or plain text. We can accept most
common file formats including png. Jpeg, pdf, doc, docx or plain text. There is no
additional charge for updating or changing your advert. If you do not have any suit-
able advertising copy then we can usually produce something for you based on a
sketch or business card.

Advert size is a multiple of a '/; page, where a '/; page is 6.4 cm wide by 4.75 cm high.

The current cost is £6.00 per '/; page per issue
e.g. one half page for a year (10 issues) =4 x '/; pages @ £6 x 10 issues = £240.

Most advertisers take a full year but shorter periods are available with costs on a pro
rata basis.

For a small additional charge, your advert can be placed on the Civic Society and
Buntingford Journal websites with a link to your website.

For more information call Keith Edwards on 01763 272 032 or
email advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

For one-off adverts or to advertise a specific event, contact the Journal editor, Anne
Wright, email journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk. Adverts for charitable or community
events are normally free of charge.

CURWENS

We are your local expert Solicitors

Whatever your requirements we provide specialist legal services tailored for the individual
needs and circumstances of you or your business

()
Residential Property
Family Law
Dispute Resolution
Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney

Commercial Property

Business Law

17 High Street, ROYSTON. SG8 9AA | Tel 01763 241 261 | EnquiriesRoyston@curwens.co.uk
Offices also in Enfield and Hoddesdon

www.curwens.co.uk

MW SOg,
O

Lexcel {8 ey

Practice Management Standard 2 e Q b
2 = ualit:
Law Society % Y
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“Really put my mind
at ease seeing her
so happy and
enjoying life.

So thank you!”

SW | Granddaughter of
Resident | Sept 2025

3
{ i

I " - 5o
“So happy’ nd enjoymg life”
Our.commitmentito supporting the‘lncllwdual needs of every
one of oirresidentsis built oprespect and trust.

Considering care? Call01763 580 069
or visit www.anchor.org.uk/LaystonGrove

Layston Grove care home | Keen Avenue, Buntingford SG9 9SU

*carehome.co.uk score correct as at 13.11.2025.

Anchor average a nChor

score* We care, and we always will.




Locks Stock & More

your local friendly Hardware & Locksmith Service
45q, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AD

Our shop is bigger than you think so please pop in and have a look

Room 1:
Light Bulbs, sealants, plumbing, electrical, glues, cleaning items,
batteries, bits and pieces...and more

Room 2:
Paint: Interior, exterior, metal, Frenchic (furniture paint), paint
tools/cleaning items, hardware tools, hinges, door décor, body
protectors...and more

Room 3:
Key Cutting, locks, bird seed, pet food, kindle, fire lighters, craft
items, candles, garden, pest control...and more

01763 448170 info@Ilocksstockandmore.co.uk E3 Locks Stock & More

\Q‘\\‘ Buntingford ”ﬂl{l
Men’s Shed Group

Tuesday 24 June
2.00pm-4.00pm

The Manor House, Buntingford
- then every Tuesday -

no one can We are starting a Men’s Shed in Buntingford.
hear you Whilst we are looking for a suitable venue
seream. png we are going to hold regular weekly meet ups.
K . Come and join us to hear about our plans,
share ideas for projects and meet other ‘shedders’.

A Men’s Shed encourages people to
come fugefher to make, repair and repurpose,
supporting projects in their local communities.

UK Men's Sheds Association

But we can and we are
here to help.

Contact Phil for more information:

email: philricketts(@btinternet.com
N Herts phone: 07896 860769
> Domestic
0
Abuse BUVTINGFORD

Helpline

SHED
;

he: busehelpline.or

part of J
The Buntingford Community Project Hine
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‘ The Clinic \ 53‘3’}22

Leah Claydon
BSc, MRCoP, MRCoP, MEPM RCPS For all your

BS5c (Hons] Lic Ac, MBAcC > o
design & print

requirements

01763 772502 E design@churchlanecreative.com
T +44(0)1763793290
,I'El:ll'ldﬂ}l"dﬁﬂrl:m'l churchlanecreative.com

Podiatrist & Acupuncturist

30+ years experience

_ HCPC Registered CREATIVE
Two Twits Barns, Anstey 5G9 OFD THAT

CARES

h "\ Bersonal Training Venue
Buntingford Exercise Classes, Online

5 Exercise Classes and Pre

& Stortford ecorded Workouts

Hybrid & 2o AT ooping Basing & ininess

StUdio www.acou. sHTEE =R

Keoping pooplo fit sinco 1998

Fitness Pilates
Please ca 01992 552955 Tuesday 10am / Wednesday 6:30pm / Thursday 10am via ZOOM
Monday 7:15pm Layston School, Buntingford (with Cardio HIIT £10)

Wednesday 7:15pm Layston School (£6 or with strength HIIT £10)

o AERIALS & SATELLITE Friday 10am The Scout Hut (£6 or with Full Body Workout £10)
|NSTA|_|_AT|ONS/RE PAIRS A class that increases muscular balance and strength, improve
posture, core and back strength
* TV REPAIRS (OLED, LCD, LED) Varity Full Body Workouts
Cardio HIIT Mon 6:30pm Layston School (£6 / £10 with Pilates at 7:15)
e TV WALL MOUNTING & HIIT Wednesday 6pm / Sunday 10am via ZOOM
SOUNDBARS Strength HIIT Wed 6:30pm Layston School (£6 or £10 with Pilates)
Full Body Friday 11am The Scout Hut (£6 or £10 with Pilates at 10am)
e WIFI SYSTEMS & DATA Cardio (non impact or impact), Strength, Toning & Balance, each
NETWORKING week a different class
e CCTV & WIRELESS BURGLAR Dance it o o .
ALARM SYSTEMS Thursday 9:15am Seth Ward Community Centre (£6)
= Dancing is great for losing weight, maintaining strong bones,
e STARLINK INSTALLATIONS s:( improving posture & musculz::‘ﬁ:i?‘i‘i, increases co-ordination and

All equipment provided, just bring yourself and water.
. ZOOM classes available as payg £5 or £20 per month subscription
www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk All venue classes are £6 pay as you go

. Personal Training on a one to one basis using a variety of equipment in
Unit 1B, Foxholes Avenue, Hertford SG13 7)G your Home. One to One Pilates also available.

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS EST 1979 Buntingford U3A —Monday Circuits 10:30am (spaces available) &
ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED Thursday Seated Full Body 1pm £4 with full membership

P! 07956 647806 www.jacqui-smith.net theteam@jacqui-smith.net
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FUN, FITNESS & FRIENDSHIP WITH ROYSTON RAMBLERS

Do you enjoy the outdoors and have recently found yourself with more time on
your hands? How about joining the Royston Ramblers?

We are a friendly group who enjoy walking, making new friends, and seeing
beautiful countryside and wildlife throughout Hertfordshire & Cambridgeshire.

Our year-round Tuesday and Thursday morning walks are 5- 7miles, while
Sunday’s range from 9-12 miles. During the summer we also organise shorter
walks of 3-4 miles on Wednesday evenings.

Royston Group is led by a band of experienced leaders, so all you need to do as
a member, is turn up at a set time and location, generally within 20 miles of
Royston, and enjoy the walk.

If you are interested, come along and see how you get on, with no obligation to
join. You can view our walks programme and contact the walk leader, at
www.ramblers.org.uk/royston and they will be pleased to welcome you or tel:
07734 111225 for further details.
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C OUNTRY MAIDS

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES

Let us take Care of your Housework . . ..

e Spring Cleans e Carpet Cleaning
o Weekly or 2 Weekly 7Q
regular Cleans &L

Telephone: 01763 272908

PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

* Boiler servicing » Underfloor heating » Hot water cylinders
« Complete central heating systems including gas, LPG & oil
¢ Complete bathroom refurbishments including tiling

Call: 01763 274717 Mobile: 07966 078371 \ A
jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk S & e
www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com &S

French Polishing ~ Floor Sanding Services
~ furniture ~ staircases ~ panelling ~ floors ~
Mobile : 07790 696631
E-mail : howespolishing@gmail.com
Website : www.ahowespolishingandflooring.co.uk I—
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Set invthe heaut of the historic mawket townw of Buntingford, the 18" Centuwy
Grade II Listed Manor House iy v perfect setting for weddings and civil cere-
monies. Seating up to-40 people; the Council Chaumber is avperfect verure for
your wedding ceremony.
Theve arve aumple photo-opportunities outside the classic Georgiow frontage;
onwthe staivcase, invthe gardern or inthe stiuning
Layston Cowrt Gardens across the road.
For avfull colowr brochure contact :
Jil Jones-Towwn Clerk; The Manor House; Buntingford; Herty:, SG9 9AB.
Or email : clerk@buntingford-to.gov.uk  Telephone: 01763 272 222
www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

Gareth White Electrical Services

Welcome to Gareth White Electrical Services based in Buntingford: we are experienced and qualified
electricians working with local home owners, landlords, developers, contractors and local businesses

in and around Buntingford.
We are independent electrical contractors that place our customers first offering friendly, expert

advice alongside our electrical services.
Every one of our jobs are different, however, we always maintain the same very high standards

ensuring reliability, quality workmanship and fair pricing allowing us to provide the best possible
service.

WE SPECIALISE IN ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK INCLUDING:

DOMESTIC AND COMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS SECURITY LIGHTS

OZEV APPROVED INSTALLERS OF EV CHARGERS GARAGE & GARDEN POWER
FULL OR PART REWIRES KITCHEN AND COOKERS

NEW CONSUMER UNITS NEW BUILDS AND EXTENSIONS
EXTRA SOCKETS OR LIGHTS BATHROOMS AND SHOWERS
SOLAR PV AND ELECTRICAL ENERGY STORAGE SYS- LANDLORD CERTIFICATES

TEM PAT TESTING

FAULT FINDING AND TESTING CAR CHARGERS

MAINS FIRE ALARMS

ALARMS, CCTV, AND ACCESS CONTROL
-

gareth@garethwhiteelectricalservices.co.uk N ==

DOMESTIC /I\
INSTALLER (Z°
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Visit the

Looking For a perfect night's sleep? We stock the leading brands like We Make It Easy

For over 45 years, our family-run Relyon, Sealy, Dunlopillo, Rest Assured, At Deans we treat our customers like
business has been your go-to Silentnight and Sleepeezee, ensuring family. Our knowledgeable team will help
destination for beds and mattresses. you get the best quality and comfort. you select the best furniture or mattress
for your needs. Plus, our free delivery

Whether you need a traditional pocket Beyond Beds service is always to your
sprung mattress, the latest in foam Explore our extensive collection of room of choice and
technology, or even a customized size, home furnishings, from bedside tables includes unwrapping,
well help you find the perfect solution and wardrobes to dining tables and assembly and
for a restful night. sofas, featuring renowned brands removal of

including Tetrad. packaging.

Handy Location & Parking
Recycling service Just off the A602 in Stonyhills Convenient Opening
for old Furniture with FREE PARKING on site 7 days a week inc bank holidays

Deans Furnishers Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Stonyhills, Ware SG12 OHJ Sun 10am-1pm
01920 468887 - deansfurnishers.com Bank Holidays 10am-3pm
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Digital Skills Group

e
Community Alliance
BROXBOURNE & EAST HERTS

In

Buntingford

Booking is essential!
Call 0300 123 1034 to join

Want to master your computer, tablet or phone?
Join our FREE, friendly, and volunteer-led group
to build your digital skills today!

s

Our Digital Champions will
teach you how to do simple
things such as:

Navigate your devices
with ease

Online shop

Access virtual
appointments

Stay connected with
friends & family
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At The Manor House, High
Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

r

Mondays
10:30am to 12:00pm

13th January, 10th February,
10th March, 14th April, 12th
May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th
September, 13th October, 10th
November, 8th December 2025

\.

All you need is your

charged device!
g0
&




10Ghars
WOOD BROS

ENGLAND 1924

UPHOLSTERY | CABINET | FABRIC | REFURBISHMENT

/ Wa,.r’c/a ghév%oom ‘/Oﬁline #t Wpoﬁ‘aros.co\uk | Cal\ Us on 61520 4\6\9241 \

*T&Cs. The Winter Sale discount applies only to Wood Bros full price items and cannot be
used in conjunction with any other promotion. The sale runs from Monday 5th Jan to Friday 27th February




THE LUXURY BRAND
WATCHES & JEWELLERY

BESPOKE JEWELLERY
ENGAGEMENT RINGS
WEDDING RINGS
JEWELLERY REPAIRS
WATCH REPAIRS

LUXURY WATCH SALES
& SOURCING

WE BUY UNWANTED & BROKEN
JEWELLERY AND WATCHES

37 HIGH STREET, BUNTINGFORD
07833757229
LAURENCE@THELUXURYBRAND.CO.UK
WWW.THELUXURYBRAND.CO.UK
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