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JouN D KiLBY &> CO

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED AUDITORS

SPECIALISING IN THE ACCOUNTS AND TAXATION AFFAIRS
OF THE SMALLER BUSINESS AND SELF EMPLOYED.
LIMITED COMPANY FORMATIONS AND AUDITS.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION, WITHOUT OBLIGATION,
ANYTIME BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT.
ANSWERPHONE SERVICE OUT OF NORMAL HOURS.

MUTFORDS, HARE STREET, BUNTINGFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE, SG9 OED
TEL: (01763) 289 466 FAX: (01763) 289 888

HERTFORD TV SERVICE

Tel: 01992 552955 www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk

DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS

EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK

AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE

DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS

FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q

HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE

PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS

TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
freesat WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS

CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD — WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR

SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
Hm WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
e | SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS

VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

MEMBER

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979 ¢ ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED




elodies

usic education

Come and visit us in our new studio in Buntingford

Ask about our August summer starter courses for:
ROCK SCHOOL PIANO, VOICE & MUSIC PRODUCTION.
GCSE & A LEVEL COMPOSITION

For further details on what we offer, please email
melodiesmusic2@aol.co.uk or call 01763 273011

‘Opening your world to music’

s

Riverside Taxis
B A Prestige Taxi Service

Call01763 43 43 43

Airport transfer specialists

Executive Mercedes estate available
All major credit/debit Cards Accepted
Local or long distance

Accounts welcome

Four, six and eight Seater vehicles

All Cars Licensed by EHD.C and Fully Insured,
www.riversidetaxis.co.uk
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C OUNTRY MAIDS

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES
Let us take Care of your Housework . . ..

e Spring Cleans

o Weekly or 2 Weekl
reSSIa?/glreansee ! Jff?{
Telephone: 01763 272908

e Carpet Cleaning

Professional Ironing / S =,
at an affordable price Yew Tree A'pacas

SN Chrictmag Shop

Buntingford and surrounding areas

TCEBHETENIE Meet our lovely Alpacas and shop for Christmas

Fully insured

Professionally packaged MONDAY 6™ TO SATURDAY 11™ DECEMBER

20% off your first order 10.30am - 4.30pm each day

Our range of alpaca products and other
For prices and availability please call or text Frankie 07850656135 QETEER i ea RIS

Luxurious, supersoft & durable

Alpaca sock

Email: thebuntingfordironingcompany@gmail.com =
We are also on Facebook

Premium Alpaca yars from the
Yew Tree herd

Hand knitted luxury accessories
including a wide range of

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

All Aspects of Bookkeeping Undertaken Alpaca hats & scarves
VAT Return Submissions-Monthly Payroll . Hé}”hdmace Alpaca pillows &
Management Accounts Sishion
. . .  Alpaca greeting & Christmas cards
Experience with Computerised Accounts Systems o Alpica gt USvEotladlng
Qualijied Certified Bookkeeper ‘(ea towels j;g:a:.w: ;rd keyrings

Cofiee S0P

Self-Employed and flexible to requirements

Yew Tree chutneys, marmalades
&local honey

References Available

CHRIS STIGWOOD 07814 096 789

chrisstigwood@hotmail.com | [You Troe

Yew Tree Alpacas
Anstey, Herts SG2 0DA
(on the Anstey to Brent Pelham Road)

Tel: 01763 848257
Email: info@yewtreealpaca$ico.ukd
www.yewtreealpacas.co.uk

Jolly Waggoner Ardeley

A traditional free-house village pub in the heart of Ardeley.
Children & Dogs Welcome, Real Food, Real Ales & Real Fires!

What's on - December
Weekday set lunches including complimentary tea or coffee
Live music every Friday from local musicians 8pm
15" of December- Manuela’s Italian night, 5 courses of authentic Italian food for £35 per person
6™ December-23" December Christmas set menu, 3 course meal with a complimentary mince pie and tea or coffee
for £28.50 (pre order only)
Christmas Eve-Tom Braggins is joining us from 8pm
New Year’s Eve 80s disco 8 till late!- Tickets £10pp includes 80s style buffet, glass of Prosecco before midnight and
optional fancy dress!
For more details or book call 01438 861350 or visit our website and social media pages
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Let me design and build
your dream websibte

from as libble as E395

John Littleford Web-Designer
07931 989998 johnlitbleford.co.uk
hello@johnlibbleford.co.uk

HERTFORD AERIAL SERVICE
Proprietor F. McDermott
TV & FM STEREO AERIALS
Storm Damage& Insurance Work
Boosters, Multi Points, Video Playback

SKY  ALL WORK GUARANTEED SKY

DIGITAL . . DIGITAL

Independent Sky Digital Installer

01992 589164
MOBILE PHONE 07836 298204

~ REED >
QFIRST
SCHOOL

Wars L @

REED FIRST SCHOOL
WELCOMES YOU & YOUR FAMILY

Are you looking for a Nursery or First School place?
Nursery places can start the term children turn three.

Set in beautiful grounds, we are proud of our caring and
inclusive environment. Our parents and children, staff
and governors love being part of Reed First School
and we would be pleased to welcome you too!

REED FIRST SCHOOL, JACKSON'S LANE, REED, SG8 8AB
admin@reed.herts.sch.uk | 01763 848304

www.reed.herts.sch.uk

Suzanne Hoy
Counselling

Counselling for most issues including

Anxiety - Anger - Phobias - Relationship Problems - Bullying
Self Confidence - Assertiveness - Life Changes - Self Esteem
Mid and Late Life Crisis - Loss and Bereavement - Panic Attacks
Individuals and Couples
07961 022 502

zannahoy@icloud.com
BACP Accredited Counsellor
Baldock Road, Buntlngford SG9 9FE

plhtfgm‘l for W’alth
and gerformance’

-

- CROSSFIT

BUNTINGFORD

constantly varied, functional fitness
performed at high intensity,
get fit for whatever life throws at you!

With Covid spaced
stations which
contain all you need,
you know you're in
good place to
achieve your goals.




306, Nationwide Supplies

o... ‘—
o BUILDERS AND PLUMBERS MERCHANT

 Plumbing & Heating « Aggregates

« Building Materials « Plaster & Boards

« Landscaping « Undergroud Drainage
« Paints & Decorating « Sheet Materials

« Bathrooms « Kitchens & Appliances
« Ironmongery + Insulation

« Fixings & Fasteners « Hand Tools

* Fencing « Timber & Joinery

« uPVCWindows & Doors  « Fascia & Soffit

. Royston
« Same day local delivery . | 4
«Trade counter opentotrade | : < | 2
and public A507 Baldock Road ( - Baldock Road
o % — W
« UK next day delivery o e ARE HERE 2 S —
< ¥
Ware

¢ Click & collect within 1 hour

TEL: 01763281111 | www.plumb.build

BUTTERMILK HALL FARM, BALDOCK ROAD, BUNTINGFORD, HERTS, SG9 9RH




J. Oliver Radley Opticians

‘for a sharper image”

Your independent local optician

Spectacles Sunglasses Sports eyewear
Contact lenses Reading spectacles

m and private new patients welcome

[ZH eye examination over 60 £0
[/fH eye examination under 18 £0
IZH children’s spectacles & lenses from £0
I8 adults spectacles & lenses from £0
Frames from £5
Lenses from £45
Bifocal & varifocal lenses from £75

Open Tuesday to Saturday:
8:00am to 6:30pm

2017263 273300

J. Oliver Radley Opticians
36 High Street,
Buntingford,

SG9 9AC

www.radleyopticians.com




Which?

Trusted trader

HETAS

HUDSON'S

STOVES

YOUR LOCAL RETAILERS AND INSTALLERS
OF WOOD BURNING STOVES,
FIREPLACES AND GAS FIRES.

] g

TEL: 01438 300330
EMAIL: INFO@HUDSONSSTOVES.COM
CHURCH FARM, ARDLEY, SG2 7AH

For Opening
Times,
New Products
Blogs & More

Visit Our Website
www.hcjewellers.co.uk

info@hcjewellers.co.uk

01763 244705

Church Lane Creative is a new local graphic
design company offering full personal service
from creative inception to project delivery.

We can help create beautiful designs for your
business and work with you to help them
become reality.

07887 618574
design@churchlanecreative.com
churchlanecreative.com

Logo - Brochure - Leaflet - Branding - Signage

\i Personal Training, Venue
Exercise Classes, Online
Exercise Classes and Pre

~» Recorded Workouts

Fitnoss Piatos, Circults, Dance it
HIIT, Hooping, Boxing & Mindfullness

Keeping people

Buntingford A

& Stortford |
Hybrid E
Studio

Fitness Pilates
Tuesday 10am / Tuesday 7:30pm / Thursday 10am via ZOOM
Monday 7pm Layston School, The Causeway, (with Dance Fit £8)
Wednesday 7:30pm Layston School, (with Full Body Workout £8)
Thursday 10am Seth Ward Community Centre
Friday 10am Cottered Village Hall, (with Full Body Workout £8)

A class that increases muscular balance and strength, improve

posture, core and back strength

Full Body Workout
Tuesday 7pm / Sunday 10am via ZOOM
Wednesday 6:45pm, Layston School, Buntingford (£8 with Pilates)
Friday 11am Cottered Village Hall, (£8 with Pilates @10am)
Saturday 9:15am, Braughing Community Centre
Cardio (non impact or impact), Strength, Toning & Balance
Dance Fit
Monday 6pm-6:45pm Layston School, The Causeway (£8 with Pilates
@7pm)
Thursday 9:15am-10am Seth Ward Community Centre (£8 with Pilates
at 10am)
Dancing is great for losing weight, maintaining strong bones,
improving posture & muscular strength, increases co-ordination
and beats stress
All equipment provided, just bring yourself and water.
ZOOM classes available as payg £5 or £20 per month subscription
All classes are £5 pay as you go
Personal Training on a one to one basis using a variety of equipment in
your Home. One to One Pilates also available.

07956 647806

www.jacqui-smith.net theteam@jacqui-smith.net

A8



P.S.EVELEIGH

A R Ser\”ces PLASTERING CONTRACTOR
carpentry ‘,
kitchen/bathroom installation \/ -~
kitchen worktops mitred and fitted
tiling/flooring . .
flat packed furniture assembly All aspects 022 '{Iai:tesrmg covered:
painting & decorating Wa ”g
general property maintenance Reskimming

garden maintenance

wooden climbing frames Skimming over Artex

Rendering and Coving

Prompt, trustworthy and reliable service Quality Workmanship
competitive rates  free estimates Free Estimates
Call Andy Ricketts Over 30 Years of Experience
on 07941 078069 or 01763 274868
arservices69@gmail.com Call 01763 272569

or Mobile 07772 366587

Man:ket NEI

Websites, design
and marketing

Logos ¢ Ledflets « Brochures « Websites ®
Social media « Google AdWords
L C

www.marketingzone.co.uk ®

T: 01763 274440 . Focisnoc 1997
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- Personal,
caring and

dependent.

24 hour service
[ ]

Private Chapels of Rest

Memorial Stonemasons
[ ]

Funeral Plans

- Own Crematorium

BUNTINGFORD

01763 274111
AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.austins.co.uk

Serving the local community for ten generations




J P SERVICES

Mini Digger & Driver Hire

Groundwork & Demolition
Landscaping
Drainage & Septic Tanks

Call James on:
07900 104223 or 01920 822888
or email jp-services@live.com

BUNTINGFORD
SCHOOL of DANCE
mwvbuntlngfordschoolofdance co.ulk
Ballet, Tap. Modern, Street,
Musical Theatre & Adult Tap
I5TD Exams, Shows & Competitions
Classesfrom Age 3

Tel: 01763 271010 or
email: buntingforddance@htinternet.com

FREE TRIAL CLASSES!

Website: www.jplandscapeservices.co.uk P @buntschooldance nfacehook,
« ® o
HANDYMAN . ,... Spec|ql|s|'

For all household & gardening jobs, R .'. Payroll Services
Flat pack assembly — home improvements, L

0Odd jobs, maintenance, decorating, °

New home DIY - no job too small. Pre mier

All the jobs you don’t want to do.

References available
Call Barry on 01763 272210 RUSTIICTPCTYTOH-C O
or 07443 033298 0176 a@premierpayroll.co

ANDREW COATES B.Sc
GARDEN DESIGN

o Creative Garden Design &

Project Management

Consultations and Advice

Maintenance, Planting,

Pruning & Turfing

o Tree Surgery, Fencing &
Garden Construction Services

01462 896902 Mobile: 07718 426613
www.ac-gardendesign.co.uk

MUMMY Have you heard of a
S@S Mobile Creéche?

WEDDINGS 0 CORPORATE EVENTS ¢ PARTIES
Professional childcare
tailored to- any event!

Paventy can relax and enjoy

the celebration knowing their
children awe being well looked
after and having great fun
inthe on-site creche!

Mobile Créche () Supervised Play ( Event Nannying

Room Babysitting ( Corridor Monitoring ( Overnight Stays
WWW.mummy-sos.com

alex.zetter@nummy-sos.com 07595053512
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Now Open

A brand new
Pre-School & Day Care

Come and see us at:
Scout Hall, Bowling Green Lane,
Buntingford SG9 9AW

Open 8am-4pm everyday
v/ For children aged 2yrs +
v/ Fup:ding Available

Call: 07432 793008

Aee of Fents

Recycling green waste to preserve the environment

Seth Ward Community
Centre,

Luynes Rise,
BUNTINGFORD

5G9 95G

N  LEARN THE ART OF

) =
= SHOTORANK

RARATE

BUNTINGFORD

FREE INTRODUCTORY
LESSON
FREE MEMBERSHIP

BEGINNER CLASSES
STARTING NOW

¢ 01462 734 960
07866 374 674

www kstsk.co.uk

¥ Soil conditioning composts ¥ Top Soils ¥ Blended Soils
¥ Improves all round soil condition

¥ Introduces organic matter

¥ Feeds your plants e Bulk orders bagged or loose

¥ Increases worm populations °

Cumberlow Green Farm

Buntingford L d
Herts. SG9 0QD °
Tel: 01763 281223

Mob: 07884 408529

Fax: 01763 281424

email: sales@aceofherts.co.uk

You can collect or ask for deliveries to

Soils blended to your needs
Quality top soils
Composted bark

Bark chippings

your door

For information how Ace of Herts is made, please visit our website www.aceofherts.co.uk
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JANE WALKER
@\ personal health and fitness coach

General Fitness and Pilates

@Learn PC e

HELP with your COMPUTER | 0 Functonal- Agein Programmes

For All your PC needs; — A - e s b

Training, Repairs, Advice, QL; » Free Consultation

Computer Setup - 07957 385 770

IPAD/Tablet Tuition & Setup TRACEY'S
Contact TRACY on eg
07521 977997 TW

Email; learnpc@me.com 8-seater minibus for all occasions

For o relioble, personal sovsice

H E L g Office: 01279 843344 Mobile: 07966 392444

PARK ‘N’ LOAD

SKIP HIRE
BUNTINGFORD

Your local fully licenced skip hire & transfer yard based in Buntingford. We
offer a fully licenced, insured, friendly & reliable service with special rates for
weekend hire.

For more information please contact the office on

01763 281538

Also buyers of all non-ferrous scrap (i.e. copper, brass, lead etc.)
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((BOUNCE))

A Fun Friendly Fierce exercise class on mini F h T H r " ]
trampolines where you can set your own IS O o e
T Ittt Restaurant quality seafood delivered to your door

Classes combine Cardio, jumping on the trampoline,
and Toning, isolating muscle groups to develop
and sculpt.

We offer several classes throughout the week, with
being Child-Friendly, so you can bring your
i1d o rith ! >

www.bouncefitbody.com
Our venues are
Buntingford Central - Benson Hall, SG9 9HT
Buntingford - Hormead Village Hall SG9 ONR

Find us on Instagram and Facebook f

Day boat caught fish
Seafood platters
Smoked & Shellfish
Local seasonal produce

To browse our full selection visit

www.fishathome.uk

S ] TOKELY LTD

Units 12/13 Park Farm Industrial Estate - Buntingford - SG9 9AZ
sjtokelyltd@btinternet.com

MOT TESTING STATION

Servicing & Repairs
MOT’s and Pre-MOT Checks

Engine Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Re-Gas :
Tyres - New Budget & Branded OPENING HOURS
Any Type of Repair Undertaken MON - 8.00 - 6.00

TUES - 8.00 - 6.00
WED - 8.00 - 6.00

0'763 274260 THUR - 8.00 - 6.00

FRI - 8.00 - 5.00
Collection & Delivery Available SAT - BY APPOINTMENT




FCB BUILDING & DECORATING.

PAINTING & DECORATING
WALLPAPERING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL
OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel: 01763 271964 (Home, 07768 596152 (Mob.)
7 Tylers Close, Buntingford

Dean Bye

Private Hire Taxi & Chauffewr

Mobile - O7768 174045
Email - dean@hormeadcars.com

home visiting foot

healthcare
Corns, Callus, dry/

hard Skin, Nail OVER 6015
Trimming &

Shdsine. DISCOUNT,

Verrucas, friendly CALL NOW.. o ;
professional 07733233044 Apple specialist since 199’0

service Refurb Mac Sales '
1

OS X « Hardware ° Tuition
iCloud - iPad ¢ iPhone * Wifi

"East Herts Leading Mobile Foot (Buntingford)
Health Service"

easthertsfoothealthclinc@yahoo.co.uk Ca" for an Onsite Engineer

07968 272 923

01763 272 S75
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VISITING CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
HPC REGISTERED. ALL ASPECTS OF FOOTCARE
Mob 07748152538

DEBORAH LOWETH MSSCh DIP POD MED MBChA &_u__’-—_

A specialist in the
ervice and repair of AGA cookers
Whether you need your AGA serviced,

repaired, installed, refurbished,
moved or dismantled we can help

Call Duncan on

01992 503890 or 07971 064282

Email: newtonagaservices@sky.com

]
D
EE

Friendly, reliable service.
No job too small.
From grass cutting to garden
design.

J.0. Gardening & ford anc
Grounds Maintenance

ord and

Call
07595 838231

@
Replenish
ag«Reuse

45 High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AD

Buntingford's new zero waste shop

Selling a variety of food, toiletries, cleaning products and
household items with zero or minimal packaging. Bring your own

containers and buy as little or as much as you require.

n www.facebook.com/Replenish.Reuse www.replenishandreuse.co.uk

u www.twitter.com/ReplenishReuse & shop@replenishandreuse.co.uk

@ www.instagram.com/replenishandreuse o) 01763274198

Layston Preschool
and Nursery CIC

The Causeway
Buntingford
Herts.
S69 9EV
01763 271 235
We offer places for both fee-paying and govern-
ment-funded children aged 2!/, to rising 5 with
sessions in the afternoon for Preschool children
We also provide wraparound care for Nursery
children from 0900-1515.
We are open Monday-Friday mornings (0900-1200)
for Nursery and Monday-Thursday afternoons
(1245-1515) for Preschool children and those
having wraparound care. We also offer lunch club
(1200-1300) for all ages.

We are non-profit making with any surplus funds
reinvested into the setting. We have recently used
this money to improve our outdoor area and to
decorate the room.

Facebook: Layston Preschool and Nursery CIC
Email: laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com
Web: http://www.laystonpreschool.org.uk
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attend2health

e Chiropractors
 Physiotherapy
» Osteopathy

e Chiropody
& Podiatry

e Sports Massage

e Acupuncture
e Hypnotherapy
» Nutritional Therapy

e GP Services
* Yoga, Pilates & Tai Chi

27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy and Physiotherapy New Patients only.
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Barley and Barkway
Wl Federation

"\ or scuod”
Barley and Barkway Federation offers
high quality teaching in small classes in single year groups.
Provision at our schools from Preschool through to
Year 4 (ages 2 to 9).

In a secure learning
environment, every child is

Linden Flooring |Essssson

Affordable prices for flooring you'll love JRSIEEINECIEEEEIIEE

Sessions at our successful
Forest School for all children

Specialists in Carpet, Vinyl & throughout the year.
Karndean (LVT's) flooring

Expert sports coaching and
music tuition.

. .

www.lindenflooring.co.uk

% Ofsted says Barley and Barkway are ‘Good’ schools.
Barley holds the Early Years Herts

Quality Standards Award

Pepuers

<

info@lindenflooring.co.uk
@ 07956 460486 01763 274381 If you would like to come and see our schools in

Action, please contact the Head teacher on
01763 848281 (Barley) or 01763 848283 (Barkway)

KARATE AND SELF DEFENCE
AT BUNTINGFORD’S BEST
KARATE CLUB

OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 7:30PM
EDWINSTREE SCHOOL GYM —

AGES 10 -110 YEARS BOTH SEXES A\
INSTRUCTION BY BLACK BELTS

TEL: BILL HOOPER
01763 273123

“RUNNING SINCE 1983”
www.hertfordshirekarate.co.uk ¢~

\/\

TOUCH Olzy 7o

BEAUTY SALON

A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate,
0.P.l, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL

38 High Street « Buntingford » Herts » SG9 9AQ
Bl 101763 271122 www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Seqqy Dogay

(>-roomuing 2, Tootlh (Cleauing
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“WHAT HAPPENED?”
CLIMATE CAFE

Friday 19" November from 18.30 to 20.00 — Edwinstree School, Buntingford

Presented by Buntingford Action on Climate Change and Sustainability & Peace Child International

“DOWN OR OUT AT THE GLASGOW CLIMATE SUMMIT?” You may be aware that,
after a day of extra debate, the Summit outcome came down to the decision to “phase down” rather
than “phase out” fossil fuels and coal. Not great, but that was NOT all that happened. Buntingford’s COP
Ambassadors feel optimistic because much progress was made! We've got 30+ Ministries of Education
planning to teach future generations about the issue; we’ve got Green Deals in progress; we have the
Forest Deal, the Methane Deal, and GFANZ — the Financial Industry committing trillions to zero carbon
investments. And we have the public and the media making the issue a top priority. You should too!

WHY? Because bequeathing to our children and grand-children a world slowly suffocating from
climate change is NOT to be contemplated. And what was on display in Glasgow were hundreds of
inventions and strategies that can solve the crisis, and tens of thousands of committed people prepared
to invest the money, and create the jobs that will make those solutions happen. Come find out HOW?!

WHAT IS THIS CLIMATE CAFE? A new way to learn about complicated issues! You listen to
what Buntingford’s COP attendees + councillors, business leaders and students thought happened in
Glasgow, and the actions they plan to take locally in response. Then at tables of 5-10 people you tell them
what YOU feel should happen —and draw up a list of priority Next Steps that you want to see happen in our town.

WHO SHOULD COME? Students, Parents, families, teachers, business people — EVERYONE!

RSVP: for covip safety, please tell: david @peacechild.org — if you are planning to come

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY — IN BUNTINGFORD
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Layston"|" Grove

CARE HOME

Christmas Fayre

Thursday 16" December 2021 from 4pm until 7pm
Keen Avenue, Buntingford, SG9 9SU

Come along and meet Santa and his reindeer

Performance from Royston Brass Band 5-6pm
Market stalls from local trades and residents
Festive food & fun for all the family
All proceeds will be match funded by
Halcyon Care Homes and donated fo
The Buntingford Food Bank

If you would like a stall at this FREE

event please contact us on:

Tel: 01763 274327
Email: info@halcyoncarehomes.co.uk

Are you looking for a residential Plus a lifestyle programme
care home that offers: that includes:
Professional care « Outings
Dementia specialists » Activities
Luxurious surroundings » Entertainment
Ensuite rooms « Social engagements
5 star facilities & restaurant

quality dining

To book a viewing or request a brochure:

e Email:
Keen Avenue, Buntingford, SG9 9SU

A20



DECEMBER 2021 / JANUARY 2022

20’s Plenty for Buntingford Campaign ...........cooiiiiiiiiiieie e
Art @ Gravelly Barn — ‘Vision Matters’ Charity Art Exhibition ...
AENAZHEAITN ..ot
BALA — Minibus Trips for December / January & Coffee MOrnings ..........ccccvveiiiiiiiiieiiniineenns 38
BALFF — Cancellation of January Course
Barkway Park Golf Club ............ccccoiiiiiiiin.

Bringing Buntingford’s Rib Back to Life .........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e .
Buntingford Action on Climate Change (BACCS) — Good COP or Bad COP?........c.cccveennee. 24-25
Buntingford Civic Society — Chairman’s Letter
Buntingford Community Choir ..........cccccovevenien.
Buntingford Cougars .........cccccooiiieiiniinennn.
Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society ...
Buntingford Dramatic SOCIELY .........ooiuiiiiiiiii et
Buntingford Film Club — ‘The Holiday’ and ‘Cinema ParadiSo’ ............ccoccueviiiiieiiiiieiiiiee e
Buntingford Gardeners’ Club .........ccccceeiiiiiiiiiiii e
Buntingford Library — Still Waiting ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiee e
Buntingford Local History Group — Education in Buntingford and how it evolved .... .
Buntingford Meditation ............oooiiii e
Buntingford Santa RUN 20271 ...
Buntingford School of Dance .......
Buntingford Senior Citizens’ Club
Buntingford Shorts Competition ............ccoccciiiiiiiiiiis
Buntingford & Stortford Hybrid Studio — Fitness with Jacqui Smith ...,
Buntingford TOWN COUNCIL .......ooiiiiiiiii et
Buntingford W |
Church Services
Citizens Advice East Herts — Help is available .
CrossFit — Holiday ThoUGhES ......o.eiiiii e
East Herts Council — Community Grants ............cociiiiiiiiiiiiie et
Editor's Letter ...

Education in Buntingford and how it evolved
Edwinstree Middle School ...........ccccceiiiiennnnn. .
Friends of the RIb & QUIN ..o e
Herts at Home — Have you thought about becoming a carer? .............cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 33
Herts Visual Arts Christmas Showcase ...........cccccvceeiiiiiieicieieeeene .21
Home-Start — Escape from St Margaret’s Island this festive season ... e 29
Hundred Parishes Society — Holly at Christmas .............ccocviiiiiennns e 39
In Memory of Trevor REEAMAN .......cc.oiiiiiiiieie e
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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION: Non-emergency telephone: 101

Baldock Road, Buntingford In emergencies dial 999

GAS: Emergency (gas leaks) — Freephone 0800 111 999

ELECTRICITY: Emergency (power loss) — Freephone 0800 7838 838

WATER (Veolia): Emergency — Freephone 0800 376 5325

SEWERAGE (Thames Water): Emergency — Telephone 0800 316 9800

FLOODLINE: Emergency — 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60

DOCTORS: Buntingford Medical Centre — White Hart Close

Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours)
B A S H (Buntingford Action Providing transport for hospital and doctors

For Social Help): appointments. Tel: Colin Horgan 07733 091731
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440
RACE or HATE CRIME: (in emergency, dial 999)

LOCAL COUNCILS: Buntingford Town Council — 01763 272222

East Herts District Council — 01279 655261
Housing — 01279 714714
Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261
Adult Care Services — 0300 123 4042
Children’s Services — 0300 123 4043
Hertfordshire Highways — 0300 123 4047, or report
faults online: www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: Opening times: Mon, Tue, Thur 10:00-17:30
High Street, Buntingford Fri 14:00-17:30 Sat 9:00-13:00
Telephone enquiries — 0300 123 4049
Option 1 — Renewals 03:00-23:45 every day
Option 2 — All other enquiries Mon—Fri 08:00-20:00,
Sat 09:00-18:00
More info at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU:  Offices are currently closed due to Covid.

The Manor House For telephone advice call 0800 144 8848 (Mon to

Market Hill, Buntingford Fri 10am—4pm) or call the local Messageline on
01920 459 944 for a call back

HOUSEHOLD WASTE & Currently closed.

RECYCLING SITE: Our nearest alternative recycling sites are in

Watermill Industrial Estate Royston, Letchworth and Ware.

Aspenden Road

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent
of, the Buntingford Civic Society. For information on how to join the

Society and have the Journal delivered to your door, please email:
membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk




EDITOR’S LETTER

| received so much material this month, | decided to drop the recently restored ‘Dates for
Your Diary’ to free up the page for something else. Although some readers may find the

Diary a convenient reference (at least | hope someone does, as it's time-consuming and
fiddly to do!), for the most part it's just a round-up of things mentioned elsewhere within

these pages that you can also find via the Contents page.

Until receiving this month’s article from BACCS (Buntingford Action on Climate Change
and Sustainability) | had no idea that Buntingford had representatives attending COP-26.
Members of BACCS were there in Glasgow and bring us their first-hand account.

We have a tribute this month in memory of Trevor Reedman, who sadly died in October.
Trevor was very well known in the town and very popular, as shown by the crowds who
attended his funeral. Many Journal readers will have known him and | hope will
appreciate this opportunity to read about his life and times in and around Buntingford.

The local history article looks back at education in Buntingford and how it evolved. There
is still a lot more of this story to come, which Carol hopes to uncover for us in the coming
months. Education in Buntingford has certainly come a long way since the days she
describes. Today, instead of individual, idiosyncratic schools, our area has one of the
most successful state school systems in the country in the form of the integrated three-
tier Rib Valley Schools (see page 15). The active cooperation between local schools is
also helping them to repair the damage done to children’s education by Covid, and you
can read more about this in Jo Gant’s regular Edwinstree article.

Last year the annual Buntingford Shorts film competition went online and became
international. Competition founder Jake Andrews reveals how it is shaping up this year.

If you think the cover photo looks familiar, that's because it is. | have exhausted my
stock of photos suitable for a Christmas issue so have re-used the lovely snowy image of
St Mary’s in Aspenden, taken by the late Bob Jackson, and first seen two years ago.

Finally, | would like to thank everyone who has helped to produce the Journal this past
year — the contributors, the advertisers, the volunteers who help with delivery, the shops
that sell it. And thank you to you, our readers, for sticking with us. | wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and an optimistic New Year.

Christine Noble

Many thanks to Brian Austin for proof-reading

Editorial copy deadline for the February 2022
Journal is Saturday 15™ January 2022

Editorial submissions: Christine Noble — 01763 273095
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

Advertising enquiries: Keith Edwards — 01763 272032
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor.
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There was another wonderful turn out at the
War Memorial this year to pay tribute to all
those who have given their lives in conflict.
Every year Buntingford ensures that “We will
remember them”.

We have had some good news recently. After
much campaigning by CPRE (Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England) the Prime Minister
has announced in a speech that the Government
will take a different approach to development.
This approach will prioritise suitable brownfield
land — that is land that has previously been
developed — before building on the countryside.
This is seen by CPRE as a historic moment in its
efforts to protect and enhance the countryside
for generations to come.

Buntingford has recently seen a surge in Covid
infections. Over the past few days this has
dropped but it does demonstrate how vulnerable
we can still be. If you qualify for the booster jab |
would personally urge you to take up the offer.

COP26 has taken over the airwaves recently,
and with good cause. Whatever the global
The War Memorial adorned with outcomes and actions, we are all responsible for
our own lives and should feel duty bound to do
. anything we can to help in the global warming
the Remembrance Service on issue. Individual actions may seem miniscule,

Sunday 14th November even pointless, in the greater picture but as they
say, every little helps.

commemorative wreaths following

A recent consultation has been completed asking for residents comments on the
proposed build of a further 60-ish dwellings on land either side of the A10/Neale Drive
access to the Redrow estate. This land was originally designated as a green space buffer
between the A10 and the Redrow estate. As far as | am concerned it should stay this
way. Not sure why we would want or need another 60-odd dwellings in our already
overcrowded environment. On a similar note Dandara are still working on plans to build a
further 23 dwellings on their Aspenden Road site. A more ludicrous plan is difficult to
imagine given the issues with pedestrian and traffic safety. | just hope that EHDC
Planning see sense and refuse the application.

Finally, on behalf of the Civic Society, | would like to wish all our members and Journal
readers a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Graham Bonner, BCS Chairman
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk



Buntingford Civic Society was established in 1971 with the aim of improving the
fabric of the Town. It has led or been involved in many restoration and enhancement
projects and in planning, communication and financial support to improve aspects
of life in Buntingford. Annual household membership is just £10 and includes
delivery of the Buntingford Journal (10 issues a year) to your door. If you would like to
join the Civic Society, you can download an application form from the website or email
the Membership Secretary, Peter Hay, at membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

It is with very mixed feelings
that we have to announce
that the drama group are on
the move to a new home.
After nearly forty years of
being based at Benson Hall
for all our weekly rehearsals
and highly successful performances, we find ourselves no longer able to call it our home.
However, we are delighted to be relocating to the Seth Ward Community Centre.

Buntingford/Dramatic Society

At a time of great uncertainty for the group we are overwhelmed with the help and
support we have been offered by both groups and individuals in the wonderful
Buntingford community. There are currently too many to name individually but special
mention must be made of Jackie Smith and Graham Waite at the community centre and
the wonderful folks at the Film Club.

We are currently undertaking the mammoth task of deconstructing and moving all our
stage fittings, lights and sound systems, props and costumes, whilst continuing
rehearsals. The recent award of Co-op Community Funding could not have come at a
better time as we had already begun our project to upgrade all our technical equipment.
We truly appreciate the generosity of all the Co-op members.

Under the current situation we have sadly had to postpone our proposed January
performances but rest assured we will be back in March to once again entertain our loyal
audiences.

It is said the Japanese have one word that translates as both crisis and opportunity. This
perfectly describes how the Buntingford Dramatic Society have turned a seemingly
negative situation into a wonderful new opportunity for the future.

Jane Guy, Chairman Buntingford Dramatic Society

BALFF — Cancellation of January Course

After a lot of serious thought by the BALFF Committee, we have, sadly, decided that
our January Course cannot now take place due to the Covid situation. In the room
that we use at the Community Centre it would be impossible to keep you all safe with
the numbers we usually have.

We considered using Zoom again, but unfortunately our Tutor for January cannot use
Zoom, and the Tutor who is booked for next September needs a live audience to make
the course interesting. Hopefully by next September we will be back to something like
normality and able to use the Community centre again.

JULIA PEACOCK (Chairman)




In Memory of
Trevor Tom Reedman
8'" October 1942 to 9'" October 2021

Trevor Reedman was almost that very rare person,
someone who lived his entire life in Buntingford —
almost, but not quite. Trevor was born bang in the
middle of the Second World War, in Thorley, near
Bishop’s Stortford, to parents Arthur and Stella
Reedman. His father, like so many other men at
the time, was serving in the forces. Sadly, Arthur
was one of the men who did not come home.
He was part of the epic struggle in the North
African desert and was killed in a tank accident in
Tunisia in 1944.

So Trevor never knew his father, but life goes on
and after the war his mother re-married. Her new
husband, and stepfather to Trevor and his older
brother lan, was Jack Jarvis who ran the shoe
repair shop in Buntingford and the family moved here when Trevor was 6 years old.
Before long he had a new sister, Davene, and -
finally along came a younger brother, Mark. &

PSS S—-—

The photo (right) shows Trevor aged about 6 when
he went to Layston School. He was a bright boy
and in due course passed his 11-plus and went on
to attend Hertford Grammar School (now Richard
Hale). When he left, aged 18, he got his first job at
Buntingford Post Office. While working there he
was sent on a GPO training course at Bletchley
Park. These days everyone knows the vital part
that Bletchley Park played in the war, but back then
there was still a veil of secrecy over its role and the
story was little known. For many years Trevor had
no idea that he had been treading some very
historic ground.

In 1963 Trevor met his wife-to-be, Val. She was not
a local girl, she was a Yorkshire lass, the youngest
of five, who surprised her family by leaving home
for a job ‘down south’. She successfully applied for
a position as a nursery assistant in Stanstead
Abbotts, where she met Trevor's sister, Davene.
The two young women became friends and Davene
invited Val on visits to Buntingford, and that is how Trevor met her. Before long they
were courting and they married in 1965, at St Mary’s Parish Church in Beeston, Leeds.
After honeymooning in beautiful Betws-y-Coed in North Wales, they returned to
Buntingford and set up their first home in a one-bedroom flat above what is now the dry
cleaners in the High Street.

It wasn’t long until their first son, Jason, arrived and they moved to a bigger flat above
what is now the dog groomers and café on the corner of the High Street and Baldock
Road. It had a lot more space once you got inside, but lugging a pram up and down the
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steep outdoor staircase was no joke! By now Trevor was
working for Sainsbury’s at their distribution depot and this
led to them getting a new house in Vicarage Road in
1968. For many years the Sainsbury’s Depot was by

far the biggest employer in Buntingford and in the
60s a lot of new houses, including Vicarage Road
~and Monks Walk, were built to provide homes for
Sainsbury’s employees

g Trevor spent the rest of his working life in
% the office at Sainsbury’s, eventually becoming
operations manager. It was long hours and
~ often stressful work, but it was local and paid
enough to raise his family, which had grown to
three sons with the arrival of Adrian and then Glyn.
When Margaret Thatcher’'s government introduced
the ‘right to buy’ scheme, they bought the house in
Vicarage Road and for the first time lived in a house
- they owned rather than rented. It would remain their
~ home until, with the family grown and all left home, they
downsized to Mill Close on the Bovis estate in 1996.

Trevor suffered his first heart attack when he was just 47 and heart problems would
continue to affect him for the rest of his life. Over the years he was hospitalised on
several occasions, including for a bypass
operation. Ongoing ill-health led to him
taking early retirement, in 1998, and this
gave him the opportunity to develop
new interests, one of which was cooking.
With  Val now working full-time in
Hertford, Trevor felt it was unfair that she
had to start cooking when she got in from
work, so at first he offered to peel the
potatoes and prepare the vegetables for
her, then gradually progressed to cooking
whole meals himself. He found he
enjoyed it and even after Val retired he
continued to cook for them often.

He joined the Buntingford Railway &
Local History Society, which stoked his
interest in history and railways. He also
joined the U3A, at one time serving
as Vice-Chair on the Committee. His
lasting legacy to the U3A was writing
the computer programme that they still
use to keep track of their membership.
Trevor was also a passionate member
of the Buntingford Twinning Association,
eventually taking on the role of

Top right: Trevor and Val on their

Chairman. He and Val made several wedding day. Above: Fifty years later,
visits to Luynes in France and Olvega in on a cruise that took them to Alaska
Spain, and hosted French and Spanish and western Canada to celebrate
guests in return, many of whom remained their Golden Wedding.

good friends. Trevor learnt French with
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the U3A so he could speak at least a little of the language while in France. They were
also members of the Civic Society and active supporters of the Buntingford Branch of the
Royal British Legion. In 2015 they celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary.

When Trevor was taken into hospital in October, Val was not unduly worried, he had been
in so many times before and always came home again. Being a practical sort of person
she was making plans to have a stair lift installed, working out how to rearrange the
furniture to make room for it and for any equipment that Trevor might need. So it came
as a shock when he passed away in hospital, from pneumonia and heart failure, on
9" October. Family, friends and neighbours rallied round in support. Her sister-in-law
Davene lives close by and son Adrian and daughter-in-law Lynne live not too far away,
near Haverhill, but youngest son Glyn had to make the long trip from Toronto in Canada
where he lives with his wife Sarah.

The crematorium in Stevenage was packed out for Trevor's funeral on Thursday 28"
October, showing what a popular man he was. Hundreds of his friends and Buntingford
residents joined his family to pay their respects and say farewell, but some important
people could not be there. Glyn read out a heartfelt tribute from his three children —
Trevor’s Canadian grandchildren Jacob, Sasha and Olivia, now all grown up — including
some sentiments they must surely share with their English cousins, Adrian and Lynne’s
sons Arran and Torin: “Growing up, you and nanny never failed to make us feel so loved
and spoilt, from taking us on holidays to the simple little things like buying us treats from
the Co-op ... it's going to take some time to get used to not having you around anymore,
not seeing you on facetime or having you come over and see us in Canada, not seeing
you peer out of your living room window as we arrived at your house ... It still doesn’t feel
real ... but you will always be with us ... we hope that wherever you are, you are proud to
have us as your grandchildren. We love you so much.”

Val requested no flowers at the funeral, instead having a collection in aid of the British
Legion (Buntingford Branch) and the British Heart Foundation. She would like people to
know that, so far, she has received over £800 in donations which will be split between the
two. The impressive sum is a mark of the affection that people had for Trevor. He was a
true son of Buntingford even if he didn’t quite live here all his life, a kind and decent man
who will be missed by all who knew him.

‘Those we love most, never go away. They still walk beside us each day.’
Christine Noble
With thanks to Val for taking the time to talk to me about Trevor and providing the photos.

Reed Garden Club in Reed Village Hall
8" December, 2 to 4 pm
Bring-and-share buffet. Celebrate the year and plan for the next.

Soup Lunches in Reed Village Hall
Soup lunches have started up again on the 4t Friday of the month. However, as we
are not able to hold a soup lunch on the 4"" Friday in December, we are making it on
Thursday 30" December, then back to the 4" Friday for January 28". No charge
but donations gratefully received and proceeds go to St Mary’s Church, Reed.




20’s Plenty for Us

Buntingford

20’s Plenty for Buntingford continue to campaign for safer roads in and around
Buntingford and across Hertfordshire.There is no denying that it is extremely hard work
and, at the moment, there are very few wins or reasons to feel positive. Our campaigning
takes many forms, from putting questions to full County Council Meetings, leafleting,
engaging in social media, writing articles, holding local events to selling 20’s Plenty Campaign
Stickers. However, as the level of road danger in and around Buntingford continues to
increase, and as more and more drivers are speeding excessively on our roads, our
campaigning becomes more and more important. At the same time, however, in so many
other cities, towns and villages across the country (and in Wales and Scotland) 20mph speed
limits are becoming the norm and where this is happening, people are seeing vast
improvements in road safety and their quality of life.

There is more and more data available
from 20mph wide area trials in Kent, the New research shows that 20mph limits reduce
Scottish Borders and Wales, showing that €O, and NOx by 25% compared to 30mph
there is good compliance with 20mph
speed limits and notable reductions in N )
average speeds - particularly on roads, @ j
that before having a 20mph speed limit, -
had average speeds greater than 24mph.
These lower speeds in turn lead to )
reductions in casualties, and significantly @{ \@/;
lower emissions and noise pollution. As a
result of these changes, more and more people are then able to move away from car use for
local journeys in favour of walking and cycling which in turn greatly reduces traffic on
residential roads and improves road safety further.

More and more Local Authorities are deciding to reject the existing 30mph speed limit
as not fit for purpose in favour of a 20mph one, which gives protection to vulnerable road
users.The resulting inequity between these forward-thinking authorities and ones, like
Hertfordshire, are becoming more and more marked. Here, we are battling decision makers
who are still relying on out-of-date data studies, and have introduced a complicated sifting
system with over-restrictive criteria that require expensive engineering solutions for far too
many roads. In real terms this means that many, many communities (particularly rural ones
where the need is greatest) will simply not have a chance of getting 20mph speed limits any
time soon.What everyone should be asking themselves is - is this acceptable?

We will continue to challenge the status quo until a default 20mph speed limit is
implemented on all residential and urban roads where people mix with motor vehicles
(with exceptions where appropriate) across Hertfordshire because 20’s Plenty where
people are. It is as simple as that.

SUPPORT OUR CAMPAIGN

Mailing List, Campaign Stickers & Enquiries
email: buntingford@20splentyforus.org.uk
FACEBOOK: 20’s Plenty for Buntingford
INSTAGRAM: 20splentybuntingford
TWITTER: @20Buntingford
www.20splentyforherts.org




BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY - STILL WAITING

= i

The news we have to report
this month is not quite what we
were expecting. Quite out of
the blue, last month there
appeared in the library a ‘User
Survey’. It would seem that no
one, not even our Town
Council, had been advised
there was to be an exercise in
assessing people’s views. The
instructions were made very
clear: the forms had to be
completed in the library, no one was permitted to take them out to complete at home in
case they were not returned! The survey would only last one week, so unless you
happened to visit the library to return a book you would be effectively disenfranchised.
Bearing in mind that unless you had borrowed a ‘Quick Pick’ book, which you can only
borrow for one week, the normal borrowing period is three weeks and the chances are
you would not be aware at all that a survey was being conducted.

Upon enquiry we were advised that the survey was Countywide, so the problem of
ignorance would exist in all the communities which have libraries. In our case, however,
the matter is more extreme. Whereas other libraries in the county appear to have meeting
rooms available to hire, our local groups and organisations are still precluded from
meeting in our library. Indeed, even the library’s own ‘Story Time’ for the children has still
to recommence although that would not appear to be the case elsewhere. So we have
another group of users denied the chance to put forward their views.

How about completing the survey online? Yes, that was a possibility, but it was only
possible if you used the public computer in the library! What a sad reflection on how the
Library Service is conducted.

When talking to County Hall we were told that the survey was completely independent
and was being conducted by CIPFA, the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and
Accountancy. So there will be a professional and independent statistical evaluation of the
completed survey. That will be all well and good if there is a consistent response. We
were told the intention was to set benchmarks. Given the fact that ‘Libraries for Life’ has
now been cancelled — what a waste of money that was — it would seem reasonable that
the Library Service should set new targets. But to achieve that it is necessary to ensure
you have a level playing field first.

The tinkering continues. Last month solar panels were fitted to the library roof. Bearing in
mind the size of the roof there are quite a lot of them, facing both east and west. With
COP26 being held at the time it seems that the County are doing their bit. It appears that
s106 money is not being used to finance this and Buntingford library is not alone in being
included. The panels are working already and producing electricity, so well done Herts
CC. However, while that confirms the library will stay on our High Street and continue the
support it provides to our shops, the exercise did not include the installation of batteries to
store the electricity — that will be dealt with sometime in the future. So the result of all this
is that we are still waiting for news of a positive development towards the full
refurbishment of the building.

We will continue to monitor the situation, but is waiting in expectation and hope all that we
are left with? Well, it seems that there has been at least one response to our article in the
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November edition of the Journal with a searching message sent to County Hall, our
County Councillor and our Town Mayor. Whether it received a response is unknown but
it demonstrates that we are voicing a view that is not just our own. So we are thinking
of organising a meeting so that Buntingford Library Supporters can discuss the situation.

If you are interested please get in touch with me.

Brian Thompson / email: scaldsgrove@gmail.com
On behalf of the Buntingford Library Supporters Club

High St (south)
Hare Street Road

High St (north)
Norfolk Road

Fri 10 Dec 18:00 — 20:00

Abrahams Drive

Meadow View
Campbell Close

Peasmead

Mill Close
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Skipps Meadow Longmead Downhall Ley Phillips Way
Monks Walk Snells Mead Ermine St
Tues 7 Dec 17:30 - 20:30 3ray Gardens Crouch Gafrdens

ummerston Cl Olvega Drive

Freman Drive Sunny Hill Seymour Rd Stearn Way

Vicarage Lane Pipkin Drive Norris Way Parker Drive

Porters Close Aldridge Way Bishop Way Brice Gardens

Honey Lane Sunny Hill Bryatt Gardens Castle Grove

Wyddial Rd Archers Neale Dr

Ermine Court Paddock Road

Church St The Causeway Sun 12 Dec 16:30 - 18:00

Greenways
Baldock Road
Bowling Green Rd

Bowlers Mead
White Hart Close

buntingfordscouts Scouts

Fairfield Knights Close Donate at ’\Oﬁ
Oak End Barleycroft paypal.me/




Education in Buntingford and how it evolved
by Carol Emery and Chris Scott-Hake

Nowadays, education is free for the masses from the age of about 4 to 18, but this has
not always been the case. Originally education was only available to those that could
afford to pay the fees. Boys would be educated at boarding schools or day schools,
going onto higher education in universities. Girls on the whole received their education at
home, often by a governess who would possibly be a daughter of the clergy or from a
less well-to-do family who couldn’t afford to support unmarried daughters.

Places of education had been around for hundreds of years. Many of the Cambridge and
Oxford colleges were established in the 11" and 12™ centuries. Eton was founded by
Henry VI in 1440. Only the very rich could afford to send their sons to school and then
onwards to either the clergy, the military, or into the family business.

Some lucky children may have been able to get an apprenticeship, but again this would
cost money and you would be locked into a bond with your master for 7 years. Often you
didn’t actually learn a trade as some masters saw it as a way of getting free labour as
they only had to provide food, housing and clothing in exchange for ‘learning’ a trade.
Whilst most people agreed that

education was the way forward
and a route out of poverty,
nothing much was done for the
poorer classes, but children
who found themselves in the
workhouse might be educated
there. Buntingford Workhouse
had school rooms for boys and
girls: this newspaper advert from
1844 was for a school mistress,
paying £15 per year with free
lodging and double rations.

WANTED

SCHOOLMISTRESS for the BUNTING-

FORD ONION WORKHOUSE, io the Coumy

of Hertford. Salary, Fificen Pounds a yecer., with

lodgiag wod doublc raticas. The s a small one,

end the Schoolmistress will bLe required 10 render oceon-

sionu) assistance to the \atron. The Election will 1ake

place at the Board Room st Beotiogford, on Tuunsoar,

the Fourteeath Jday of March oext, at Twelve o'Clock,

whea the Candidates must atiead personally, sn:l previous

to which time, Testimonials of character and abilities
must be sent to my office.

By order of the Board,
C. P. WORTHANM,
Clerk 10 the Guardiins.
20th February. 1844,

Buntingford’s first school was the Grammar School which was established around 1620.
It was funded by Elizabeth Freeman and her sister Lady Jane Barkham, daughters of
John Crouch of Alswick Hall. It was a fee-paying school housed in what is now Layston
Court. It could count several famous people among its ex-pupils, with Seth Ward being
possibly the most notable. The school had varying success depending on who was head
teacher, but by 1878 it had outgrown its location which was in a bad state of repair and
so a new school was built in London Road called Hillside. The school did not operate for
long in its new location. It closed in around 1891 and the building was used for various
educational groups until being turned into housing now known as St Faiths Close.

Poorer children were expected to work from a very young age to help supplement the
family’s income. In rural areas farmwork such as harvesting and weeding was usually
available. In towns children worked at whatever they could do, depending on their age
and abilities. It wasn’t until 1788 that the government ruled that boys must be over
8 years of age before they could be sent up chimneys to clean them. In 1834 this was
increased to 10 years old. In 1802 the Factories Act stated that factory owners should
provide some education to the children they employed, but this was ineffectual.

By the mid-1850s the government brought in school inspectors, teacher training and
regulations on salaries and pensions for teachers. Many churches tried to educate the
poor, often in the form of Sunday Schools. Trade directories at the archives don’t give
much information on schools in Buntingford, but in Pigot's directory of 1839 there is a
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Buntingford Grammar School at Layston Court ¢.1830, in a drawing taken from
Philip Plumb’s book on the history of Buntingford.

charity school in Aspenden, plus an infant’'s school. There is mention of another infant’s
school run by Miss Hoy and Miss Stracey but it doesn’t give its location.

Dame Schools became popular. These were often in private houses and run by a female
teacher, sometimes with the help of an assistant. Again, they were fee-paying so only
families with a decent income could afford to send their children there. Buntingford had at
least three Dame Schools. One was reported to have been in Victoria House in the High
Street, where the ‘Dame’ was said to sit in a wicker chair next to the fire and on certain
days she would get children to carry up water and towels so she could do her ablutions!

Another of Buntingford’s Dame Schools was Miss Baker’s at 60 High Street, now a newer
house. Miss Baker lived at the front of the house and the schoolroom was at the rear,
entered via an alleyway further up the High Street. The late Eunice Woods (née Clark)
attended this school and during her time there were about 15 pupils. Zoe White, another
ex-pupil, remembers being made to stand in the corner for copying the wrong piece of
work. Ann Whitby said there was one large room with a big table which all the pupils sat
around, and Miss Baker was very strict.

Miss Baker also gave piano lessons Svccesses.—At the IExaminations

: of the Associated Board of the Royal
which Nancy Mayes (formerly Totman) Schools of Music, held recently at

remembers not enjoying. Eventually her |~ ; 3 :
parents allowed her to stop, but as can be %i_c’ffﬁﬁmﬁ’:&’:geioflil‘:“““gf‘zidr tb)
seen in this newspaper clip (right), she ot - : 1()];‘?87\1. ?"I ‘LVIO
did manage to pass her grade 2 exam. e o RS L 00 L DY SRS L iy
Baker were successful in pianoforte

By far the biggest Dame School in |Playing, gradeii. They were Margery
Buntingford was Miss Elliot’'s. Her father ,G,’“’“ (Hertforq) and .1\2}110}’_ Totman.
was the minister at the United Reformed | Lhe former gained distinction.
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Church and Miss Elliot herself had been educated at Milton Mount College in Gravesend,
a school for the daughters of Congregational Ministers. In the 1911 census she is listed
as living in the Manse in Baldock Road, occupation teacher. This picture from
Buntingford In Old Photographs (below) is of pupils at Tyneholme School in 1914. It's not

, Clear, but it may be Miss
Elliot on the far right. The
picture was taken in the
garden at The Manse and
she may have started the
school at the URC Hall,
but eventually it moved to
10 High Street (now the dry
cleaners).

A former pupil, Elizabeth
Davies (née  Cannon),
remembers attending the
school along with Jack
Howlett, Nancy Mayes,
Rosemary Cannon, Michael
‘ and Sally Rolfe, Ann
Hargreaves from Puckeridge, and several of the Hodges from Wyddial. Nancy did not
enjoy her time at the school, recalling that Miss Elliot was very old-fashioned. She also
remembers that the girls wore a uniform of a green gymslip with a white blouse
underneath. One of the teachers was Mrs Stern who rode her bike from Royston.
Another was Zoe White, an ex-pupil of Miss Baker’s, who taught dancmg and PE.
Ann Whitby said Zoe took . .
PE lessons in the garden
of Cheriton, now known
as The Master Tanner’'s
House. They must have
put on a lot of plays as
Buntingford In Old Photos
has several pictures like
this one (right) of the
pupils in costume. Nancy
said the school closed
in around 1942 and the
pupils moved on to
Layston School to take
exams to get into local
grammar schools.

Education was eventually rolled out to the masses, beginning with the introduction of
National or British Schools. Most of our local villages had a school, with Buntingford’s
being built on land off the Causeway in 1845 to accommodate up to 140 boys. Many of
these schools had links to the Church, sometimes the local clergy even took lessons.
The main subjects taught would have been reading, writing and arithmetic, the so-called
‘three Rs’. Discipline would have been strict with a master or mistress in charge. Some
schools had a pupil-teacher to assist, most likely an older ex-pupil intending to take up
teaching as a career. The pay for pupil-teachers was very poor so the turnover was quite
high. In addition, there would have been ‘monitors’ — pupils of about 12 years old who
were often put in charge of the smaller children. As you can imagine, some of them had
great difficulty keeping control of their young charges.
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In 1870 education was made compulsory for children between the ages of 5 to 13, but
free education didn’t happen until 1891. This probably explains why attendance was so
poor at most local schools, especially at harvest time — children were still expected to
supplement the family income. In addition, children often had a long walk to school from
outlying areas and sometimes couldn’t get there if the weather was bad, especially when
it snowed. lliness was another common reason for non-attendance — several out-breaks
of measles closed local schools for weeks on end.

Over the next few months, | hope to explore education in general and how the advent of
schools within the town affected Buntingford. My next article will explore Buntingford’'s
National School and its transformation into what we now know as Layston First School.

Carol Emery, Buntingford Local History Group,
Researched and written with Chris Scott-Hake

i Serving Buntingford, Puckeridge
Rib Va”ey Schools and surrounding villages, the Rib
" Valley Schools provide excellence
in education from age 3 to 18.

The distinctive nature of the Rib Valley
Schools’ three-tier system of First, Middle
and Upper Schools enables us to offer a
quality of education that is rarely seen in the
state education system. Because we are a
family of schools, we can share resources to
benefit all our pupils from their earliest years
until they reach adulthood. Staff and pupils
from all three tiers work in partnership
alongside each other and share facilities.

So a child in any Rib Valley school benefits
from the expertise and facilities of not just
their own school but those of the whole
dynamic partnership. A complete list of the
Rib Valley Schools is given below.

For further information, or to arrange a visit, please contact the school direct.

“Together we offer more”

First Schools: Age range 3-9
Anstey - Anstey SG9 OBY - Tel: 01763 848346
Jenyns - Braughing SG11 2QJ - Tel: 01920 821461
Hormead (C of E) - Great Hormead SG9 ONR - Tel: 01763 289201
Layston (C of E) - Buntingford SG9 9EU - Tel: 01763 271235
Millfield and Nursery - Buntingford SG9 9DT - Tel: 01763 271717
Roger de Clare (C of E) and Nursery - Puckeridge SG11 1TF - Tel: 01920 821363

Middle Schools: Age range 9-13
Edwinstree (C of E) - Buntingford SG9 9AW - Tel: 01763 271446
Ralph Sadleir - Puckeridge SG11 1TF - Tel: 01920 821042

Upper School: Age range 13-18
Freman College - Buntingford SG9 9BT - Tel: 01763 271818
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United Benefice of Aspenden,
Buntingford and Westmill

Website: unitedbenefice.org.uk
Email: admin@unitedbenefice.org.uk
Postal address: C/O St Peter’s Church, Chapel End,

(A)
oo
%, &

® Uniteg B0 Buntingford SG9 9AL Telephone: 07484 345027
December 2021
Sun5™  9.30am  Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
11.00am  Family Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sun 12" 9.30am  Morning Service St Mary’s, Aspenden
11.00am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sun 19" 9.30am  Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9.30am  Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden
Sun 26™ 10.00am Benefice Morning Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford

Please join us at St Peter’s
Please see below for all our Christmas Events and Services.
Sending you our best wishes for a lovely Christmas and New Year.

January 2022
Sun2™ 9.30am  Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
11.00am Family Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sun9™  9.30am  Morning Service St Mary’s, Aspenden
11.00am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford
Sun 16™ 9.30am  Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9.30am  Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden

Sun 23™ 10.00am Benefice-wide Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden
Please join us at Aspenden

Sun 30" 11.00am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford
St Peter’s Church Christmas here at...
Saturday 11th
December St Peter’s Church
11:30am to 1:30pm Sunday 19th December 4pm
Carol Singing and Victorian Carol Service
refreshments Followed by festive )
A refreshments 0

St Mary’s Aspenden
Monday 20th December 7:30pm
- Carols by Candlelight
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e Christ Church

Reformed

Church Baldock Road, Buntingford SG9 9AA
Minister: Rev. Sue Fender Secretary: Peter Godbert
revsuefender@gmail.com buntingford.urc@talktalk.net
Tel: 01223 375588 Tel: 01763 281359

Services at 11.00am
Junior Church meets the 2nd & 4th Sundays in the month at 11am

Tea and coffee will be served in the hall following the services

December 5 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender
12 Morning Worship Peter Godbert
19 Carol Service Rev Allen Morton
25 Christmas Day Service at 10am The Elders
26 Morning Worship Rev Sue Fender
January 2 Morning Worship Faith Paulding
9 Morning Worship Rev Dr Janet Tollington
16 Holy Communion Rev Allen Morton
23 Morning Worship Penny Flynn
30 Morning Worship Richard Lewney
February 6 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender

REGULAR EVENTS

Coffee and Company meets every Thursday, 10.30am to 12noon, in the Church
hall. If you're elderly, living alone, new to the area, perhaps working from home, and
would like some company, come along to share Coffee, Cake, Company and Chat.
All are welcome. Just turn up and give a small donation for the refreshments.

Website: www.buntingfordurc.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/URCBuntingford

... the United Benefice St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

St Peter’s Church Friday 24th December 5:00pm
Friday 24th December The Nativity A service for everyone
2:30 & 4pm Friday 24th December 11:30pm
Carols around the Crib Midnight Mass
Nativity
A service for everyone. St Mary’s Aspenden

Children (or adults) are Christmas Day 9:30am
welcome to come dressed y:

as their favourite Nativity Christmas
character Communion
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The Ash and Quin Valleys Group

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope — 01920 823531 / vicar@braughing.org.uk
Services for December 2021 & January 2022

St Mary the Virgin gt Ma ’s, Braughing

Wed 1% Dec 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 5" 11.15am Holy Communion Toy Service
Wed 8" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 12" 10.00am All Age Morning Worship
Wed 15" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 19" 11.15am Holy Communion
6.00pm Carol Service
Wed 22"  9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Fri 24" 3.00pm Nativity Service

11.15pm Midnight Communion
Sun2™Jan 11.15am All Age Holy Communion

Wed 5™ 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
7.30pm Twelfth Night Carols
Sun 9" 10.00am All Age Morning Worship
Wed 12" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 16" 11.15am Holy Communion Healing Service
Wed 19" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
Sun 23 9.30am Holy Communion
Wed 26" 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
ST. MARY’S St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham
FURNEUX Sun 5" Dec 9.30am BCP Holy Communion
PELHAM Sun 12" 10.55am Remembrance Service
Sun 19" 9.30am Café Church
Fri 24" 11.15am Morning Worship
Sun 2™ Jan 9.30am BCP Holy Communion
Sun 9" 10.55am Holy Communion
Sun 16" 9.30am Café Church

’ Sun 23 11.15am Family Morning Worship

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham
. Sun 19" Dec 4.00pm Carol Service
St Mary’s Sat 25" 10.00am  Christmas Day Celebration
Stocking Pelham  sun 30" Jan 10.30am Holy Communion

St Mary’s Church, Aspenden A

Candlglight Carol Sgrvieg

A TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS

Monday 20" December at 7.30pm

No tickets this year, but please be in place early and wear a
face-covering in the Church. And bring a torch, the road is very dark.
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| just wanted to reflect on what a year it

has been for us at Attend2Health and to
attend hea 'tl'] thank all of out lovely supporters. Moving
premises in a pandemic was certainly a
scary thing to do, but was made a lot
* easier by having a fantastic husband to

help me and a great team. The support
we have had has been inspiring.

Attend2Health is keen to help as many
Merry Christmas =4 local charities and organisations as we

Everyone I : can. This year we have raised over £600

3 o for the Foodbank, as well as sponsoring

the Buntingford Bowls Club and
Buntingford Cricket Club. We have also
donated £170 in Gift Vouchers for
various charity events.

We want to wish everyone a wonderful
and healthy Christmas and New Year.

Louise Hampton

*

ROYSTON CHORAL SOCIETY

For decades, Royston Choral Society rehearsed, and mostly performed, in Royston
Parish Church. Then, within a week of their Christmas 2018 concert, the church suffered
its catastrophic fire. The concert relocated to Meridian School, for which much thanks,
and rehearsals, gratefully, to Royston Methodist Church where the March 2020 concert
was in its last week of rehearsal when the Covid-19 lockdown came in! The social
distancing rules we now have to observe brought another relocation, to Bassingbourn
Village College. RCS is most grateful to all involved in making these premises available
to us — but looks forward to returning home to the Parish Church sometime in 2022.

Choir members are very excited to be preparing for their concert in Standon Parish
Church, with Haydn’s beautiful ‘Missa brevis St Joannis de Deo’ or ‘Little Organ Mass’,
and Handel's ever-popular Messiah Part 1, telling of the birth of Christ. Being back
together singing the Hallelujah Chorus is such a tonic and we are looking forward to
sharing that and more with our audience on 11" December.

CHORAL COMEBACK CONCERT
Haydn — Little Organ Mass
Handel — Messiah Part One
Musical Director Andrew O’Brien Organ Robin Walker

SATURDAY 11" DECEMBER at 7.30pm
STANDON PARISH CHURCH (SG11 1LA)

Tickets £15 includes Interval mulled wine or soft drink
For tickets, see website: http://www.roystonchoralsoc.org.uk
phone Caroline Franks on 01920 822723 or ask a choir member
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Buntingford BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL

It was pleasing1 to see so many people at the Remembrance Service
on Sunday 14™ November. Led by the Town Mayor, 14 organisations
laid wreaths at the War Memorial. Due to a technical fault, the event
was not live streamed as promised. Apologies for this but an erratic
internet connection caused the problem.

Chatter Tables have now resumed at The Manor House on the first and third Mondays in
the month from 10am to 11.45am. Just drop in for a coffee and a chat.

From the 1% January, a large ground floor office will be available at the Manor House,
further details are available from the Clerk’s Office.

We hope that the new skate ramps will be in place by early next year. The Town Council
is working on several other outdoor sports facilities including a pump track, jogging track,
outdoor gyms, electronic football wall and a trampoline. All of these facilities will be
provided from developer contributions and most will be in place before the summer.

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town Council has published a number
of Privacy Notices. These can be viewed on the Town Council website.

Office hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm; closed Friday.
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB
Tel: 01763 272222 Email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk
Twitter: @buntingfordtc Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC
Website: www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

Town Council meetings for December 2021 & January 2022

Thurs 2™ December 7:00pm — Amenities Committee
Thurs 9" December 7:00pm — Resources Committee
Thurs 6" January 7:00pm — Amenities Committee
Thurs 13" January 7:00pm — Resources Committee
Thurs 27" January 7:00pm — Full Council

Meetings to be held at the Seth Ward Community Centre unless advised differently
on the Agenda. Members of the public are welcome to attend.

BUNTINGFORD & DISTRICT
CAGE BIRD SOCIETY

Wish the People of Buntingford

A Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Mr T Robinson, Chairman 01763 243143
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Community Grants from East Herts Council
Deadline for applications fast approaching

EaSt East Herts Council is looking for projects that strengthen the

Herts community and lead to the improved health and wellbeing of
W residents and recovery after Covid. We would especially welcome

applications from organisations delivering in areas of low income,
or supporting vulnerable people or those with protected
characteristics. The Council is keen to diversify its grant-giving in order to better help
people from all backgrounds. Past projects include drama workshops for adults
with learning difficulties, a community garden, festivals, a fitness trail, a community
fun day organised by a faith group, creation of a new play area, and a new Changing
Places facility, among others. The deadline for applications is 4" January 2022.
To apply go to: https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-and-wellbeing/funding-
community-organisations-and-individuals. To discuss your ideas, contact Claire
on claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk. Individuals and informal groups are eligible to
apply at any time for a £300 grant to kick start a project in the community.

2021 was certainly different, but
. HERTS it brought into focus the wide-

ranging benefits of the arts —

3 rls mas creating, experiencing, enjoying.
& Now Herts Visual Arts (HVA) is
|HVAF.ORG. delighted to bring you the Herts

‘ Christmas Showcase, an online

Zhertechristmasarts \ window into the world of local

artists and artisans.

The Showcase makes full use of HVA’s dynamic website, with its artists’ galleries, on-line
exhibition, videos and social media features, to present a seasonal feast of visual art from
our independent local artists and artisans. Be inspired by the range of work on show,
from wall art, sculpture and ceramics, to glass, jewellery and textiles, to homeware, cards
and stationery. You can browse the showcase from wherever you might be, via your
phone, tablet, computer or other internet-connected devices. Artists will also be posting
about their work on Instagram and Facebook. Follow #HertsChristmasArts for up-to-the
-minute content, and on 5th December, from 5.30pm, you can join our ‘Special
Christmas Showcase Live’ across social media

Looking for something special? Want to get to know an artist? The live presentations
connect you with the artist community, and make it easy to purchase direct. Simply get in
touch with the artist to arrange a safe transaction. From greetings cards through to prints
or original statement pieces, there’s something for every pocket and taste.

Mind & Music - songs to aid memory — each Thursday 2-3pm
Standon and Puckeridge Community Centre (SG11 1TF)
Q‘ No Bringing people together to sing well-known and loved songs,
in a fun and friendly environment. Mind & Music welcomes people

5 Q affected by dementia and their carers, as well as anyone
e\ concerned about their memory.

For information contact David Ranford: ranfordd@gmail.com
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Bringing Buntingford’s Rib Back to Life

From recently received correspondence | am a bit concerned that my previous articles
may have given too optimistic a picture of what we are trying to accomplish with the Rib
through Buntingford. We are keeping to the original Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wildlife
Trust (HMWT) plan and this is designed to achieve the following:

Watercourse: The intention is not to restore the river back to a wholly natural pristine
state. Unfortunately this would be impossible through Buntingford while extraction is still
taking place at the borehole at Chipping. Rather, the point of the project is to improve its
current state to a better one than just a river of silt and stagnant flows, to better support
the existing wildlife as well as attract new, and create a more pleasant river for residents
in the town to enjoy.

We have carefully considered the hydrology regime of the river, the low flows in summer
and the high flows in winter. A large amount of modelling and tweaking of the designs has
been undertaken to ensure the best approach is taken increasing the range of habitats for
wildlife in both conditions. All of this is being liaised with the Environment Agency (EA)
which is responsible for checking and permitting any work related to rivers and flooding.

High winter flows — the features (berms etc.) are designed to be overtopped and remain
fixed in place. Their geometry and placement have been modelled to ensure no increased
flood risk. They will help to scour the silt to flush it through the channel more effectively.
The root plates of the berms will create safe areas for fish to hide in to prevent them
being swept downstream. There are minor fish species present in Buntingford including
minnow, stickleback, and bull heads. Also there is still a range of wildlife that needs better
supporting and protecting.

Intermediate flows (e.g. spring and autumn) are when the features will have most effect
and be of most resource to wildlife in the channel. This coincides with the breeding
season. The berms with planting will provide extra foraging and breeding places for
invertebrates including dragonflies, damselflies, and also wildfowl and songbirds. They
are also introduced to vary the flow patterns in the channel which will create micro
habitats in the river bed for river-flies. We have riverfly monitoring in place to assess the
changes over time.

Low summer flows — they will still have an effect regardless of their being no/low flows.
Most importantly they are still providing additional riparian habitat for foraging and
sheltering birds, fish and invertebrates. Plants also help to oxygenate the water and, in a
chalk stream, submerged water plants are critical to managing levels in channel as part of
the annual water cycle. So the features are not redundant even if there is only a small
amount of flow.

Target species that we aim to benefit with this work are:

e Various species of dragonflies and damselflies but probably banded demoiselle (which
are happy to use slower flowing water courses and are present along the Lea
Navigation), blue damselfly group who again are happy to use slower flowing areas
and prefer thick marginal vegetation which the planted berms will provide. Also all
types of river-flies that require micro spaces in the gravel.

e Kingdfishers and grey wagtails — installing bird boxes along the water course will
provide extra nesting sites.

e Bats — bat boxes on riparian trees along the water course for extra roosting sites

e Various aquatic plants planted on the berms, but also it is hoped that once the
channel dynamics for flow improve (not quantity but movement of water within the
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channel) there may be space for transplanting
water starwort and other submerged plants.

e Minor fish species are present and adding
habitat to provide shelter from wash out in
winter flows and more shade in the hotter
summer lower flows is important. In turn these
fish support wading birds and | am pleased to
say little egrets (right) have already been seen
below the London Road bridge and along the
Chapel End stretch of the river.

Trees: It has long been the policy of the Town Council to maintain and protect trees on
the land they administer. They realise that the carbon capture facilitated by mature trees
is invaluable to our environment. For safety and care reasons they commission regular
inspections by professional arborists.

To that end the Town Council commissioned a report on the trees on the banks of
Layston Court Gardens from a specialist tree company that also does work for EHDC and
HCC. They recommended crown lifting (reducing the lower overhanging branches) of the
trees along the river bank. Any work will take place in the winter and finish outside of
nesting season to prevent disturbance to birds.

The cut overhanging branches of the horse chestnuts will be used to create the features
in the river bed thereby recycling the natural material on site and creating extra light to
support the plants introduced on the berms in the river.

We are meeting with the EA in late November to show them our revised hydrology report
and updated plans. If these are acceptable to the EA we will be applying for the required
permits in December. Providing we can then obtain the funding, this will enable us to start
work in the New Year.

Brian Lemay, brianlemay@btinternet.com

Buntingford Gardeners’ Club

Our speaker in November was Madela, on behalf of East and North Herts Waste
Warriors, on the subject of composting and reducing waste. In our county nearly half a
million tons of waste goes into landfill and 28% of this is food waste, much of which
can be composted at home. Composting at home is good for the environment, good for
your garden and for your own health. Organic waste sent to landfill produces methane,
a powerful greenhouse gas which contributes to global warming, so home composting
is a very important contribution to reducing your carbon footprint.

Our December meeting will be our Christmas Party for members only. No meeting
in January, then we are back for the first meeting of the New Year on 2™ February
when our speaker will be Lucy Blunden, Medical Herbalist, talking about ‘Wild
Medicines from Weeds’.

We have monthly meetings in the United Reformed Church Hall, on the first
Wednesday every month (except August and January) starting at 8pm. We regularly
have an invited speaker talking on a range of subjects. We are always happy to
see new members, the subscription is great value at just £15 per year or £7.50 for
half year, and visitors are also welcome to come along for a charge of £3 per meeting.
For more information about Buntingford Gardeners’ Club, contact the Secretary, Lesley
Lowers, on 01763 271885.
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( e
Good COP or Bad COP? \V/J ( N
The deadline for this Journal falls just before WHAT DO ‘100 WANT ’/

COP-26 finishes — and before we’ve had our
Climate Café at Edwinstree where we hope BUNT'NQFOKD
to link global commitments to local Actions
that we can all take. But with all three of To ‘QOK L‘kE 'N

us Buntingford COP-26 Ambassadors now
returned from Glasgow, we can bring you 2 ?
from the COP some glad tidings as we move
into the Christmas period. °

Consider these announcements that we witnessed:

A Forest Agreement: Leaders from 120 countries with 88% of the world’s forests agreed
to end and reverse deforestation, with pledges of $20 billion to achieve that goal.

A Methane Agreement: 100 countries agreed to cut their methane emissions by 30% by
2030 (methane is 86 times more potent as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide.)

The GFANZ Breakthrough (Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero): A coalition of
banks, asset managers and insurers co-chaired by Mark Carney, the former governor of
the Bank of England, which together control $130 trillion (!) in assets, agreed to cut the
emissions from their lending and investment portfolios to net zero by 2050.
Breakthrough in Education for Sustainable Development & Climate Change: UK
Education Secretary, Nadhim Zahawi, called for “... all children to be taught about the
importance of conserving and protecting our planet” and promised to “... empower
teachers in every school to deliver world-leading climate change education through a
model science curriculum, which will be in place by 2023.” He also promised to introduce
a Climate Leaders Award, a bit like the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme (see
‘Together for Tomorrow’, below).

All Aboard! the Global Energy Compact: Energy companies are coming together to
lead the transition to green energy. One of its leaders said they don’t like the UN’s
slogan: Leave no one behind! “Don’t think about leaving any one behind. Encourage
EVERYONE to get on Board!” The Peace Child Forum Theatre show makes exactly the
same point: shared responsibility is the only way forward.

The public is behind this — FINALLY! When the UN did the MyWorld2015 survey six
years ago, Climate Change came bottom of the 15 issues individuals were asked to
prioritise. Today, climate change comes top of most surveys about peoples’ concerns.
The public are ready for action on this issue.

Governments set to “phase down coal and Fossil Fuels” and deliver 1.8 degrees of
warming: |IF every government keeps its promises, we will keep the 1.5 degree target in
sight. But it is a huge ‘IF’!

A myriad little coups and breakthroughs are happening in many, many fields:

Blue Forests: Kelp and sea grass forests are greening the deserts of the ocean bed and
absorbing more carbon than the Amazon rainforest.

Desert Power: A $6-billion project to bring solar electricity to 5 countries in the Sahara
desert, fully funded by the African Development Bank, is already being rolled out across
the countries of the Sahel.

The Maldives plan to protect their islands with coral reef restoration, costing about $25 a
metre, where building breakwaters, as some advised, would cost $7,000 a metre.

And many more positive, cost-effective projects were put forward that individuals and
communities can do, including here in Buntingford, to turn the corner on “halting and
reversing climate change” as the UN Scientists demand.
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Many will point at the negatives:

e Many, perhaps most,
governments have not kept the
promises they made at the Paris
COP.

e Science tells us we need to cut
emissions by 7% a year — but in
fact, we’re increasing them by 2%
a year.

e Neither the G7 nor the G20
governments have set a date for
discontinuing the
$5.8-trillion-a-year subsidies that
governments give to fossil fuel
companies.

So it is true: we still have a massive
mountain to climb. But anyone who
experienced the buzz and energy —
and sheer SCALE! - of the Glasgow
COP | think would agree that such
negativity is unnecessarily
curmudgeonly. The public gets the
importance of this. The idea of
“shared responsibility” must trickle
down to local communities and
councils like ours here in
Buntingford. As Boris Johnson said in
his opening statement: “What do you
have to add to a COP to make it a
COUP? — A ‘U’!” That’s you!

v€u T;eeyf&ﬁg‘ c:q? e
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Chrictmag Shop

Meet our lovely Alpacas and shop for Christmas

MONDAY 6™ TO SATURDAY 11™ DECEMBER
10.30am - 4.30pm each day

Our range of alpaca products and other

Christmas gifts include:

® Luxurious, supersoft & durable
Alpaca socks

Premium Alpaca yarns from the
Yew Tree herd

Hand knitted luxury accessories
including a wide range of

Alpaca hats & scarves

Handmade Alpaca pillows &
cushions

Alpaca greeting & Christmas cards

Alpaca gift items including

tea towels, jigsaws and keyrings
Yew Tree chutneys, marmalades
&local honey cakes.

Yew Tree Alpacas

Anstey, Herts SG9 0DA

(on the Anstey to Brent Pelham Road)
Tel: 01743 848257

« Email: info@yewtreealp LALO uk)
Alpa www, yewtreoal”éa

¢ YOU - the staff and students of Buntingford’s schools
e YOU - the Town, District and County Councillors
e YOU - the members of the Chamber of Commerce and anyone / everyone who does

business in our town; and

e YOU - the families, friends, colleagues who live in our lovely town.

We ALL need to work out how we are going to rise to this — the biggest threat we have
faced as a nation since the rise of National Socialism in the 1930s. There’s been a lot of
talk about how what we need to tackle climate change is the kind of mobilisation we saw
in 1939. But it's not a war we’re facing — it's a climb to the sunlit uplands of sustainability,
like the Von Trapp family heading off to Switzerland at the end of ‘The Sound of Music’!

So — as we approach the Christmas season, let us focus on the ‘Glad Tidings of Great
Joy!’ that Glasgow has brought us. Let us imagine and ideate the new cleaner, greener
world in which we can all live happier lives, closer to nature, at peace with each other,
and comfortable in the knowledge that we are all doing our level best to pass on to our
children a lovelier, more sustainable planet than the one we inherited from our parents.

A Happy Christmas to you all — and let us all work for that cleaner, lovelier planet in 2022!
David Woollcombe, Madela Baddock and Ros Kenealy
Email: baccsbuntingford@hotmail.com

Buntingford’s COP Ambassadors & Co-Founders of
Buntingford Action on Climate Change and Sustainability
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Buntingford W |

Our November meeting was our 103™ Birthday and we treated ourselves to a delicious
fruitcake with our tea and coffee. No other club or society in Buntingford has been
meeting regularly longer than Buntingford W.I. and we are still going strong! We were
sorry to have to stop the indoor meetings over the past year or so, but as soon as
restrictions lifted we were able to meet outside on an informal basis and, as we met on
Fridays, we called this ‘Friday Friends’. This proved so popular that we are continuing
this arrangement and ‘Friday Friends’ now meets on the first Friday of the month, the
next one being on 3™ December at the URC Hall at 10.30 a.m.

Our guest speaker in November was Louise Hampton from Attend2Health. She gave
us lots of tips on how to avoid putting pressure on your spine and improve your
posture, and also gave us an exercise we can do to improve balance.

Over the last few weeks our craft ladies have been making poppies and you can see
the beautiful wreath they made, which we laid on the War Memorial on November 11",
They also found the time to work on our annual Christmas project, which this year is a
giant Christmas Card. It will be on display in the Library on top of the ‘Hot Picks’ stand,
so please go along to see it at Late Night Shopping and throughout December.

This month, instead of our usual meeting night on the second Thursday of the month,
we are having our traditional Christmas Carol Party on Thursday 2" December.
Unfortunately we are unable to hold it in the Church, but we will do our best to make
the URC Hall look as festive as possible. This will be at the usual time of 7.15 for
7.30pm and visitors are, of course, very welcome.

In January we will hold our usual New Year Party. This is always a ‘bring and share’
supper and it amazes me that no-one knows what others will bring and yet we always
get a varied selection of goodies!

If you would like further information about Buntingford W.I. please contact our
Secretary, Pat, on 01763 271305.

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year from
BUNTINGFORD W.I.

Val Hume

ARE YOU NEW TO BUNTINGFORD?
ARE YOU A SENIOR CITIZEN?

THEN THE BUNTINGFORD SENIOR CITIZENS’
CLUB IS WHERE YOU SHOULD BE

We meet every Monday afternoon at the United Reformed Church Hall in
Baldock Road (opposite McColls) from 1.30pm for tea/coffee and bingo, and
also lots of fun and laughter with like-minded senior citizens

For more info call:
Jeannie on 01763 274631 or Val on 01763 272019
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A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from
everyone at Buntingford Community Choir

Hopefully singing at events in Buntingford in 2022

For more information go to our website: www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
Or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk

charity@gravellybarn

Vislon Matters
A 12-inch sqquare for charity

Awn open exhibition for famous and aspiring artists

Ma 1316 2022

171

£10 entrance fee to include canvas, hanging fee
and invitation to private view on May 12
AlL canvases will be exhibited anonymously and sold
for £45 each, with the proceeds going to
three charities (see website for more details)

Final submission date March 21

To get Your booking form and canvas, contact:
Jdavalle@aol.com or 01920 222229
glynnisb2910@aol.com or 012379 #92571

www.gravellybarn.com
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MACHINE EMBROIDERY
WORKSHOP with
Sue Nicholls Designs

Friday 21 January

10.30am to 2.30pm
Beginners’ Machine
Embroidery A session that will
give you good basic knowledge of
the technique and something
decorative to take home.

For further details visit:
www.suenichollsdesigns.co.uk
or contact
sue@suenichollsdesigns.co.uk




Buntingford Film Club

This is our final article for 2021, but don’t worry, you can still find out what we have
coming up from our social media feeds. The pre-Christmas film at The Woodman will not
be going ahead but they are planning several screenings in 2022. We’'ll keep you posted.

There is still time to book for our December film,
The Holiday, showing on Saturday 4™
December at the Seth Ward Community Centre.
May | remind everyone that this is a charity
performance on behalf of Home-Start, the local
family support charity working to build the
confidence and skills of parents and carers to
achieve healthy and positive outcomes for
children. This feel-good Christmas movie was
specially chosen by Home-Start to give the
audience a happy, entertaining evening out on the .
run-up to Christmas. It tells a story of two women, ﬂB

played by Cameron Diaz and Kate Winslet, who

cross the Atlantic and swap houses at
Christmastime after breaking up with their
boyfriends. Each woman finds romance (with
Jude Law and Jack Black respectively) but
realises that the imminent return home could spell
the end for their new relationship. Produced and
directed by Nancy Myers, the film grossed an
impressive 205 million US dollars on its release.
Come and get your Christmas off to a great start.

Commeron Diez - Kate Winset - Juck Law- Jack Black

We are planning on getting 2022 off to a great start
with Cinema Paradiso at the Seth Ward
Community Centre on the 8" January. This is a
truly charming film, a real classic about a young
boy, Toto, and his love for the cinema in the Sicilian
town of Giancardo some years after the end of
WW2. He forms a friendship with Alfredo, the
projectionist in the ‘Cinema Paradiso’ of the title,
who teaches Toto how to operate the equipment.
The film received the Academy Award for best
foreign language film, although the version we shall
be showing is in English. The film has been
described as a ‘shining valentine’ to the movies, full
of homages, collages and the swooningly romantic
music of Enrico Morricone.

Doors open at 7.00 for 7.30pm for both
performances.

As you may have noticed, we like to mix the films in our programme for the season, with
enjoyable films from several years ago, some special foreign films, and some current
releases. We can promise you that the films for February and March will be new releases,
so watch out for some exciting announcements. In the meantime, you can book tickets
through facebook.com@buntingfordfilmclub or in person at Keith lan, 42 High Street.

Brian Thompson
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What are you doing this New Year’s
SHT?ﬁIquE_ Eve? Or i|)1,deed, or? any other day

over the festive period?

Royston, Buntingford & Are you looking for a way to entertain family, friends
. . or children this Christmas? Our online Escape Room
South CambrldgeSh're might be just what you're looking for.

What’s an Escape Room?

The concept of escape rooms started in 2004, with a game called ‘Crimson Room’. The
idea is simple: the player is locked inside a room and must work out how to escape,
using whatever they can find around them.

The first escape rooms were digital, consisting of a computer-generated room image
and a series of puzzles that had to be worked out in order for the player to escape. In
2006, escape rooms went physical, with venues around the world opening their doors.
In ‘live’ escape rooms, the players (usually a small group) must work together to solve
the puzzles and escape from the room within a time limit.

Going Digital

Escape Rooms (whether live or
online) are a lot of fun: they appeal
to a wide range of skills and
interests. And ours is no exception!

The scenario: you have been
stranded, with a group of friends, on
a remote island which is gradually
sinking! You need to find the clues,

solve the puzzles and escape - \ IS[AND

before the tide comes in!

There’s no time limit on the game (it
usually lasts around 2 hours) and >
the puzzles are varied. Everything Finid the tloes;
from musicals to maths, language Solve the puzzles.

to logic. It's also immersive and g »
interactive, so you really feel like Nt hLFI'Y---.h tid
you’re part of the game.

It's an online game, so you can play with a party sitting around a table, or virtually with
people joining via Zoom, Teams, Skype, FaceTime or any other video chat platform.

Sign Me Up!
Want to give it a go? Just follow this link to sign up:

Escape From St Margaret's Island — an online escape game experience Tickets,
Sun 3 Oct 2021 at 14:30 | Eventbrite

You'll receive an email link with the code to access the game.

Not sure and want more information? Check out our Escape Room advert: https://
youtu.be/qFv6hpJZt-E

Access to the game is free, but we do ask players to make a donation! 100% of
donations will go to help support Home-Start’s work with local families, giving them a
happier Christmas and a brighter future.
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Too Good To Be True?

The letter arrived with red and gold words embellishing the envelope: ‘You are a Winner!!
— Do Not Throw Away!’. Emma almost did exactly that, used to opening similar
marketing scams to the ‘Lucky Winner’, only to find that the Lucky Winner had to call a
10p per second phone line which gave her a chance of winning a ‘Special Prize’ of about
£1.50 — much less than the cost of the phone call. What persuaded her on this day to
open it, she couldn’t say. A slow mail day, perhaps: more like a slow life day.

Inside the envelope, in the same red and gold lettering, the letter proclaimed: ‘You are a
winner — £50,000 is yours when you phone this Special Winners Phone Line’. Her
cynicism unabated, Emma read further down to find the catch. Who were these people
anyway? She didn’t think she played the Golden Ticket Lotto, but nothing in the letter
referred to the marketing gimmick she was expecting. She turned the letter over.
No small print on the back. Nothing else in the envelope apart from a leaflet saying how
much the Golden Ticket Lotto doled out each month to the good causes they supported.

Emma knew that it had to be too good to be true, but stood there uncertainly in the
hallway. Pulling herself together, she early-morning shuffled into the kitchen and put
the letter on the side, she would look at it later and at least throw the envelope in the bin.
It was then that she noticed it wasn’t addressed to her but to her ex-partner, now living in
Worthing with his new girlfriend. He hadn’t bothered to arrange a change of address
service with the Post Office, so some of his mail annoyingly came to his old address.

Emma held the envelope in her hand, alone with her confusion. How could this good luck
be happening to HIM? How come | never have any luck? | am so stupid to have thought
for 5 minutes | could be the Lucky Winner. Of course I'm not the winner — my life is hard
graft, self-doubt and thankless endurance. She felt tears prick behind her eyes, aware of
self-pity she didn’t usually let herself feel. If it's genuine, Pete and his girlfriend will have a
windfall of enough money to change their lives. What about me then, what about ME?
She sat down heavily, and let tears fall down onto her dressing gown.

It could just be a marketing ruse, she remembered. | should send it on to Pete. Or | could
tear it up and say | never got it. But what if it's genuine, and the Golden Ticket Lotto
company find I've not passed it on? What if | ring that number? They’re bound to want
some other kind of identification, and I'm not even the right gender. But | could give lots
of information about him — address, phone number, date of birth — as if I'm calling on his
behalf. Emma’s thoughts went round and round — tormented, irate and just a tiny bit
excited. What if there IS some way | could end up with the money?

She sipped tepid tea and ate half a slice of toast. I'll just go to work and think about it
today. | might even tell someone at work and get their advice. Emma grabbed her work
uniform and set off for the bus, the letter tucked into her bag.

It was hard to think of anything else but £50,000. She kept opening her bag to make sure
that the letter was still there. Getting off in the town centre, she passed a man on a bit of
cardboard with a dirty duvet wrapped around him, holding out an empty cup. She didn’t
even look at him, vaguely annoyed that he was there at all.

At the supermarket, the night shift were just coming off. She went round the back of
the store to the staff entrance, hung up her coat, put her uniform on and checked in.
Someone made a joke about the shelf stackers on the night shift being ‘at it all night’,
which made her smile. Then she went into the Bakery where they heated up all the
half-baked bread so the store would smell nice, and she smiled at that too. She chatted
to the girls but somehow didn’t tell them about the letter. During the day, her manager
asked if she’d consider upgrading to till work because she was one of their more reliable
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shelf-stackers and they could do with more staff like her in the run-up to Christmas She’d
have to be trained but there’d be more money in it. She smiled at that too and said ‘Yes’.

On the way back to the bus stop, she dropped 50p in the beggar man’s cup and smiled at
him. He smiled back. When she got home, she found the redirection address for Pete
Clark and forwarded the Lotto letter onto him. She smiled at herself and sat down to
watch telly. That's better, she thought, that's much better than being miserable and
envious. But this has taught me something. I'll at least buy a lottery ticket this weekend,
give myself a chance. And who knows, today a shop girl, tomorrow the store manager.

Chris Kell, Buntingford Writers’ Group

Ware & District Photographic Society

Ware DPS competed in the PAGB Inter-Club Print Competition at Smethwick on 24"
October. There were 35 Clubs in the competition with 15 prints from each Club. Ware
came joint 7" which means that we automatically go forward for next year's competition
(8 Clubs automatically qualify). There were nearly 800 prints with 8 awards and Ware
scooped 3 of them. Simon Jenkins
was awarded a Silver Medal for his
monochrome image ‘The Naughty
Step’ (right); Bob Norris also received
Silver for his colour print ‘On the
Edge of the Chilterns’ (below right);
and Peter Milsom received a Gold
Medal in the monochrome section for
his picture of Sam Kalek (below).

What a result! The last time we were
in the top 8 was in 2007.

Ware DPS will be celebrating its 60" anniversary in 2024. We meet on Wednesday
evenings, 8-10pm, in Thundridge Village Hall (SG12 0SY). Prospective new
members are always welcome, and remember — the first 3 evenings are FREE!

Barbara Norris, Secretary to Ware DPS
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VINTAGE CAKES and SUMPTUOUS SOUPS
Vintage Cakes, Cream Teas &
: Homemade Soups with fresh g S
{ ' bread rolls — delivered to your door!
“11]:” Please contact for price list. '
Soup of the Month — Organic Spinach and Leek
ewyld93@gmail.com / mob: 07501 495 940 / tel: 01763 289 738

Recipe for December
Indian Fruit Chutney

This preserve can be made in time for Christmas and makes a nice present when put
into jars, labelled and decorated with a colourful cloth top (just a circle of cloth with
the edge finished with pinking shears).

Ingredients
2 red chilli peppers 225g dried apricots, chopped
2 garlic cloves 450g onions, chopped
Scm root ginger 450g cooking apples
1 tbsp mustard seeds 225g tomatoes
900ml brown malt vinegar 450g mangoes, skinned and chopped,
300g raisins or a tin of mangoes
225g stoned dates, chopped 1.35kg sugar
Method

1. Slice the chilli peppers, remove the seeds. Wash your hands!
2. Peel and chop the garlic and fresh ginger.

3. Put the chilli peppers, garlic, ginger and mustard seeds into a large pan with the
vinegar and simmer for 10 mins. Strain and return the vinegar to the pan.

4. Add the dried fruits and chopped onions and simmer for 20 mins.

5. Dice the cooking apples and tomatoes and add to the pan together with the
mangoes. Simmer for 45 minutes, stirring from time to time.

6. Add the sugar and stir over a low heat until this has dissolved, then boil steadily
until the mixture is the consistency of thick jam.

7. Carefully spoon into clean sterilised jam jars and seal with waxed discs and a lid.
Elaine — Vintage Cakes and Sumptuous Soups

Tel: 01763 289 738 /m. 07501 495 940
Facebook — Sumptuous Soups and Country Cakes

If you would like to advertise in the Buntingford Journal,
please contact Keith Edwards on 01763 272032 or

email Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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Citizens Advice East Herts’' offices are currently
closed to drop-ins due to Covid, but you can
contact them by phone — call the local Message citizens
Line for a call back on 01920 459 944 or the Herts S East Herts
Advice Line on 0800 144 8848 (10am-4pm, Mon advice

to Fri). Or see the online options at:

citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk

Worried about what lies ahead? Help is available

As we head into winter many of us are dealing with the challenges of rising living costs
and a reduction in some of the post-pandemic support available.

If you are finding things hard, please know that help is available. Our advisers stand ready
to support with free, confidential and non-judgemental advice on all issues. We can help
you look at how you might be able to maximise your income and can provide food and
fuel vouchers if you are eligible.

We also have a number of helpful online resources, such as our online benefits calculator
and guidance on budget setting, redundancy, council tax support etc. See our website for
more information.

Don’t struggle on your own — help is on hand. Give us a call on 01920 459 944 (leave a
message and someone will get back to you as soon as they can). Or go to
www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/get-advice-2 for more options.

www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY!
Have you thought about becoming a Carer?

Herts at Home is a care provider working with Hertfordshire County Council. We are
looking for committed, compasswnate people to join our team in the north Herts area.

e We pay £12.43 per hour

e Mileage is paid at 40p per mile

e We provide full training and ongoing
support

e You will work with a friendly and
passionate team who share our
company cultures, values & behaviours

e We are part of the Herts Rewards
discount scheme

e Paid DBS check
e Refer a friend scheme

We can offer full time, part time, evening and weekend shifts to suit your lifestyle.
Experience is not essential, but a caring and professional nature is.

Call us on 01438 845220 or visit our website www.hertsathome.co.uk
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Holiday Thoughts

As Christmas comes, we quickly get stuck in
to the mince pies and all the calorie-rich foods
that the seasonal holiday brings. What's a year
without a celebration at Christmas? But don’t
worry, go ahead and enjoy it!? Once it's over
you can work off what you've overeaten. So
how are you going to do that exactly? (Work it
off | mean.) To begin with, good nutrition is
important. While a short drift away from the
norm won’t do too much harm, you need a re-
set afterwards and this usually comes with a
fitness regime of one sort or another. Come
the New Year we like to think of new things to do and perhaps set ourselves challenges
and targets. This is a great time to get perspective on what you might want to do and look
at how you are going to get there. Maybe you’d like to do a coastal trail walk? Play with
the children or grandchildren more? Or just lose a little weight and get fitter?

How can CrossFit help?

The objective of CrossFit training is always to increase work capacity across all modal
domains, which means pushing our bodies on a regular basis. We do this through a
regime of lifting, throwing, pulling things, swinging on things, using anything we can pick
up or hang from, and of course our own bodies!

We are the machines!

People new to CrossFit often ask “where are the machines?” In CrossFit we like to think
we are the machines because we do the mechanical bit. We do use rowers, ski ERGs
and bikes to a degree as they offer the chance to raise your body temperature, warm you
up or give you an intense workout, but coupled with other movements to work muscles
more dynamically you have what is called a MetCon.

What’s a MetCon?

MetCon is shorthand for metabolic conditioning. These workouts recruit all three of your
body’s energy pathways — phosphagen, glycolytic, and oxidative — which take turns
generating adenosine triphosphate (ATP) to fuel your muscles. So, what are the
benefits? Put simply, you'll be able to do more in life, even things you never thought
possible. You can boost your bone density and heart health, feel stronger and more
mobile, and most importantly maintain your independence as you age.

Who can do CrossFit?

Just about anyone, any age. As long as you have no
underlying health issues that make a doctor advise you to
avoid exertion, we can help anyone. Recently my mum
and dad, both in their 80s, have begun their fitness
journey. Neither have been in a gym before, but both
are enjoying doing it and feel better for it. They took the
decision to get off the couch and move more. To start with
we are working on ensuring that, should they have a fall
at some time, they will be able to get back up by
themselves, then we will progress from there.

So have a Happy Christmas, then come and see us in the New Year!

Mick Nolan / mick@crossfitbuntingford.co.uk
www.crossfitbuntingford.co.uk / 07912 653164
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. We are so pleased that we can have some celebrations with
Buntlngford our fitness groups this year. Usually we end up having 4-6
Christmas meals in December but last year we had none, so

& Stortford this year | am going to enjoy every moment of it!
Hybrid As usual we are running our FREE monthly challenges. For

December we have our Advent Calendar Challenge with 24

days of mini-workouts. The in January will be our Squat,
Studio Lunge & Push-Up Challenge. More information is on social
media @jacquismithpersonaltrainer

In classes on Friday 10" & Saturday 11" December, we will

be raising funds as usual for Save the Children with our
Christmas Jumper Exercise & Games Classes.

All venue group classes finish on Saturday 18" December
and return from Tuesday 4" January 2022, but for those
who want to continue exercising over the Christmas period
we are running a 2-week Christmas zoom programme to
keep you fit and
healthy over the festive period. More details at:
WE WISH YOU A http://jacqui-smith.net/christmas-package/

{MEH’BY : Finally, we are running our online Absolute
! HS Hl’ls \ Beginners Club for Pilates, specifically for those
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR @ who want to try out but are afraid to come into
. a class not knowing what to expect. Sign up
for our 21-day introduction club at http://jacqui-
smith.net/abc-for-pilates/

Jacqui Smith, Personal Trainer
theteam@)jacqui-smith.net 07956 647806

Barkway Park Golf Club

At the club’s AGM in November, the outgoing Club Captain, Rob Dunderdale, and
Seniors’ Captain, Steve Dunn, gave their respective reports. Both remarked on the
excellent improvements to the condition of the course following the appointment of Joe
Graves as Head Greenkeeper and the substantial investment of the owner, Geoff
Cannon. This has resulted in a steady stream of new members. The Captains for the
coming year are Laurence Westrip (Main Club) and Colin Hamilton (Seniors) and their
term was inaugurated with the traditional Captain’s Drive-in, a Texas scramble enjoyed
by some 80 club members and guests in remarkable autumnal weather.

During the year, golfers have generously donated to the Captains’ nominated charities,
the Alzheimer’'s Society and the British Heart Foundation, and sums of £1100 and
£2000 have been raised. The club has decided to spend about half of the BHF money
to purchase a defibrillator which will be kept in the clubhouse.

Despite lockdowns , the club has fulfilled its fixtures against other clubs in the area and
completed a full programme of club competitions and open events. The ‘star’ golfer of
the year is Andy Osbourn from Therfield who won both the main club and seniors’
singles competition. The pairs’ competition was won by Tom Albrow and David Burr.

Anyone interested in finding out more about the club is welcome to visit the clubhouse
or call 01763 848215.
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At our November meeting the attendance in

Iearn the hall had increased and we welcomed
| h’ four new members and one visitor — all of
SJUg +  whom recently moved to Buntingford. Many
|lve more were linked from home via Zoom.
° After the Covid-19 disruption, our Carpet
Bu ntln fo rd Bowls group (below) re-started during
November. It meets in the Bowls Club,
. . Wyddial Road, every Thursday morning
www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford from 10-12 during the non-Bowls season.

SPORT
ENGLAND

Our speaker on Monday 13" December is Mark Lewis and his subject will be ‘Cribs,
Cards and Christingle: The Origins of Christmas Traditions and Customs’. Mark is a
freelance artist, designer silversmith and semi-retired university lecturer who had a wide-
ranging teaching career. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of Horners. His talk explores how our colourful Christmas traditions
and customs came into being and how they are celebrated. His presentation includes
some lesser-known folklore including Jesse Trees, Mumming Plays and Wassailing.

On Monday 10" January our speaker is Bob Redman on ‘Elstree: Britain’s Hollywood'’.
Bob has lived in Elstree since 1972. Most of his career was spent as a management
consultant, working almost everywhere but in the UK. As retirement approached, by
chance he became involved in recording the last days of the Gate Studios, then the UK'’s
oldest remaining film studio. From that grew a group of local volunteers, Elstree Screen
Heritage, of which Bob is Secretary. He will share with us some tales of the ups and
downs of film and TV-making in the various studios of Elstree and Borehamwood.

Monday 14" February will be Len Little on ‘The Training and Use of Police Dogs’. Len
served as a frontline dog handler in Hertfordshire for 17 years and as a Home Office
Approved Police Dog Trainer for 12 years. He was awarded a Scholarship to study sniffer
dog training in West Germany in 1987 with the German Police and Customs.

We meet at the Seth Ward Community Centre — doors open 1.30pm. Please visit our
website for news and details of all our groups. www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford

Jean Cook
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calT e ISTD Graded classes in Ballet, Tap & Modern
LA\ y{ and Recreational classes in Commercial Dance
vy OB - .
e New pupils are always welcome at Buntingford School of
Dance. We have spaces in most classes for pupils wishing to

start in the New Year. We hold a waiting list for classes that

BUNTINGFORD are over-subscribed, and we can also put your child on our
SCHOOL of DANCE waiting list if they are not yet old enough for classes. The
waiting list is reviewed regularly. Please contact us for details.

All new pupils get a NO OBLIGATION TRIAL in the classes they wish to join. We
currently offer Ballet, Tap, Modern/Jazz, Dance Mash and Commercial Dance classes for
children, and Tap and Ballet classes for adults. See below for some more information
about the dance genres we offer.

This term we reintroduced Adult Ballet and had a fantastic turn out. It's great to see such
a range of ages and abilities in the class, all keen to have a go. Our Adult Tap class
(photo right) is also proving really
popular with a range of ages and
abilities who want to enjoy themselves
while getting some exercise; the class
is currently working on a fun routine to
‘Puttin’ on the Ritz’. Dancing is great
for physical and mental wellbeing. It
has been shown to improve posture
and flexibility, reduce symptoms of
depression and anxiety, keep your
mind sharp, boost aerobic power and
muscle strength, help your heart —
and is also a great way to meet new
people and make new friends.

In December we have pupils taking graded exams in Ballet and Tap — some face to face
and some remotely. We also have pupils working towards medal exams in Tap and
Modern, which have a greater emphasis on performance. Exams give pupils something
to work towards and help them focus on mastering steps and technique at each level as
well as developing their sense of performance before moving on to the next level.

What do we offer and what does it involve? We offer classes in Ballet, Tap, Modern/
Jazz & Commercial Dance. Pupils can start Ballet from 3 years old and Dance Mash (our
introductions to all other genres) from 4 years. From 7 years old pupils can join Tap,
Modern/Jazz and Commercial Classes. While we set a minimum age, it's never too late,
so while lots join us at 3 or 4 years, some don’t until they are older. Classes are every
week during term time, held in venues in Buntingford, Great Hormead and Barkway.

TAP dance is a form of Percussive dance and is one of the most enjoyable and rhythmic
forms of recreational dance. MODERN/JAZZ theatre dance is a rhythmic dance style,
often seen on the stages of musical productions and known for its theatricality.
COMMERCIAL DANCE encompasses myriad styles, from Street and Hip-Hop to Jazz
and Contemporary. BALLET is a good foundation for all dance.

If your child fancies giving any of these a go, please contact us by email at
admin@buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk
You can find and follow us on facebook and instagram
Or visit our website: www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk
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BALA

Buntingford Action for the Less Able

Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus Trips December 2021 & January 2022

Time Destination Price
December
Thurs 2nd 9.15-12ish Royston - Aldi/M&S/Costa Coffee £5
Wed 8th 12pm FFUSLII__L\JPE%%;E%)B”M Fiddler £5
Thurs 9th 9.15-12 Bishops Stortford Town Centre £5
Mon 13th 10-2.30 St Ives £8
Wed 15th 11.30 Pub Lunch (FULLY BOOKED) £5
Sat 18th 10-3pm Cambridge - City Centre & Grafton Centre £7.50
January
Tues 4th 10.30-3pm Welwyn - catch the New Year Sales! £7
Thurs 6th 9.15-12ish Tesco, Bishops Stortford £5
Tues 11th 10.30-2pm Saffron Walden (market day) £6
Thurs 13th | 1pm gﬁfﬁ r;tCera?jgpFr’r?; antes flckots £15.50 £5
Wed 19th 11.30 Pub Lunch £5
Mon 24th 9.30-3pm Bury St Edmunds £12.50
Wed 26th 10.30-2.30 Dobbies/Bury Lane Garden Centre £5

All trips start from the Benson Hall car park unless otherwise agreed.

PASSENGERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO WEAR A FACE COVERING.

HAND SANITISER WILL BE PROVIDED.
To book a seat or for more information: 01763 271909 or 07870 638480

BALA Coffee Mornings
Fridays 10" December & 21° January 2021, 10.00-11.30am
Tea/Coffee, Cakes, Sausage Rolls, Raffle

BALA Soup Lunch

Fridays 18" February, 12noon-1.15pm
All at the URC Hall, Baldock Road
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The Hundred Parishes Society
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

As 2021 enters its final month, we anticipate seasonal
celebrations to brighten the shortest days of the year. The
ancient tradition of decking our houses with garlands of
d fresh green holly branches reminds us of the continuity of
o BEge life, bringing us cheer when the days are short.

On reaching the age of 20, female holly trees start
to bear red berries on branches covered with shiny
green leaves which can be cut to make decorative
wreaths. Such wreaths were symbols of good
fortune in midwinter Celtic and Roman celebrations,
a tradition that was revived and continues thanks to
a local man, William Winstanley (1628-98). During
the Commonwealth of England, which lasted from
1649 to1660, the Puritans under Oliver Cromwell
declared that it was illegal to celebrate Christmas,
banning frivolities and feasting on mince pies.
Winstanley, who lived in Quendon, believed in
celebrating Christmas as a time for sharing joy, fun and good fortune with others. After
the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, using his influence as a writer and poet,
Winstanley encouraged a return to the seasonal merrymaking which we still enjoy today,
becoming known as the ‘Man who Saved Christmas’.

Holly trees were frequently planted near houses to ward off a lightning strike; interestingly
scientific research has revealed the spiky leaves can act as miniature lightning
conductors! Holly also grows in hedges or as a shrub in woods
where its berries provide nourishment for blackbirds, thrushes
and wood mice. Its dense branches provide secure nesting
sites. Deer and rabbits will eat its nutritious leaves.Today,
many homeowners plant variegated forms of holly to provide
interest in their gardens and can select a mixture of foliage to
make seasonal decorations.

Yew is another evergreen with red coloured fruits that are
loved by birds and squirrels, but as its leaves are poisonous it
is less suitable for indoor Christmas decorations.

Tricia Moxey, Trustee

Buntingford PMeditation

runs two online events per week:

Mindful Mondays — 12 noon every Monday. Half an hour of online mindfulness and
meditation to refresh your day. Bookings via: www.mindful-worklife.com

Buntingford Christian Meditation — every Wednesday evening, from 8 to 9pm.
Meditation and mindfulness practice in the Christian tradition. Anyone interested in
joining, please contact Martin for details at: info@mindful-worklife.com
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A paper entitled ‘Water — What is
going on?’ by Professor Dieter Helm
was recently brought to our attention.
It looks at the past and current
economics of the water industry and | *
its privatisation, giving a very large | e

I friends of the

L
L J
and chalk streams are in the mess

they are now. Though heavy on economic language, this is very much a recommended
read and there is now a link to it on the Blog section of our website.

The long-awaited Chalk Stream
Restoration Strategy was launched in
the middle of October, with a
reception at Tewin Bury Farm on the
River Mimram, attended by Defra
Minister Rebecca Pow MP, Tony
Juniper of Natural England and
Emma Boyd-Howard from the

s Environment Agency. The strategy

" Catchment N
¢ Based Approach was written and collated by

Chalk Stream Restoration Strategy 2021 Charles Rangeley—WiIson, chair of the

CaBa Chalk Stream Restoration

- ’ Group, in consultation with people
from the Environment Agency, Defra, Natural England, Ofwat, WWF, Angling Trust, The
Wildlife Trusts, Rivers Trust, Salmon & Trout Conservation, Wild Trout Trust, Thames
Water Affinity Water, Wessex Water, Beaver Trust and NFU.

\_Main Report
¥

We have been watching the progress of the Environment Bill through Parliament and the
House of Lords. It was frustrating to see the diluting of the requirements on sewage
release, but it has been gratifying to see how the issue is now more prominent in the
press and that the public is rightly horrified by the actions of the water industry.

Riverfly monitoring at the two sites in Buntingford continues on a monthly basis, the
results are always available on the FORQ website. We are now also monitoring for
phosphates at both sites and hope to be able to test for nitrates as well soon. We are
talking to test-kit manufacturing companies to see if there is a kit, similar to the one we
use for testing for phosphates, for nitrates but so far have not managed to find anything
suitable. Four more FORQ members have completed Riverfly Monitoring training in the
last month. This means that we can now monitor more sites on a regular basis.

If you are interested in our Riverfly Monitoring and would like to know what sort of things
we look for, there is a link on our website to a great YouTube video made by Liam Marsh
which shows the key indicator species we look for during a monitoring session.

https://friendsoftherib.wordpress.com/blog/
https://chalkaquiferalliance.wordpress.com/events/

Pauline Ayres, Communications FORQ

The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the
Buntingford Civic Society, or it can be purchased from:

THE CO-OP ¢ LOCKS, STOCK & MORE * MARK DOEL BUTCHERS
McCOLL’S (The Post Ofice) » RILEY’S FAMILY BUTCHERS
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Buntingford Cougars

Another year wrapped up for the Cougars and it was a big
one! In years to come we'll look back with enormous pride
on the celebrations that took place for our 50" Anniversary
and the money raised for charity. During November there
will be a formal handing over of a cheque to the Lynsey
Ivison Trust to recognise the club raising over £18,000 —
yes, that's over 18 thousand pounds! — to support the

charity in its wonderful work providing down time and il
family holidays for children who are critically ill. It's been YournFoouat Cub
an honour to support such a worthy cause.

%)

. Y0P As the club does every year for Remembrance Sunday,

a wreath was laid at the War Memorial in town to
remember the fallen. During our matches over the
weekend of Remembrance Sunday, a minute’s silence
was held which was impeccably observed by all our
players, from the very youngest in the U7s (bottom
photo) through to the older age groups (below). Another
proud weekend for the club.

As we get to the end of the
second calendar year that has
been impacted by the
pandemic, it is really
important to give the biggest
thank you possible to our
many volunteers who work in
the club — the committee,
coaches, squad coordinators,

etc. Amazingly, the club has emerged from the
pandemic bigger than ever! At the time of
writing we’ve added some 60 players since the
end of last season and have topped 400
members! Think about that for a second ... 400
kids benefitting from a wonderful community
club.

Of course, 400+ members (and still growing)
brings a lot of pressure — the club is actively
working to ensure that facilities for training and
matches as well as coach development can
cope with the levels of growth we’re seeing.
A big task for the next few years.

So, to wrap up for this year, it's a thank you from the club to everyone involved. The
players came back from the second lockdown in the first part of the year raring to go. And
we've had a good few months of footballing action as well as the 50™ Anniversary
Celebrations to enjoy. Have a great Christmas everyone and see you all in the biting cold
of January for more grassroots football!

David Deane
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QE Edwinstree Middle School

A Voluntary Controlled Church of England School

As a Christian school, we recognise the unique and wonderful in everyone.
As a community, we support one another to flourish and live life in all its fullness.

How have Edwinstree students settled back into school this term?

Having been back in school for eight weeks, we notice that students are now settling back
into school life and the confidence they lost in their learning is slowly returning. Despite our
parent community working really hard over the last two years, just like adults, our students
have felt the impact of the pandemic. They have lost their independence in tackling
learning problems and their basic grammar and writing skills have suffered, along with
their fluency with numeracy and their
confidence and ability to make

A friends and live alongside each other.
“Hmﬁ#‘ ! The number of students that require

Ml = intervention to support their wellbeing

has quadrupled in the last two years.

| e ez It is a shock to realise that the
mr e \ s :caﬁt time Yt:aar 5 were iancho%I for g
48 3 ull year they were in Year 3, an
4 7 ol Year 6 were in Year 4. We have
‘ committed to taking the students as
far back as they need to go to build
their basic skills before racing
forward with the curriculum. This
means not cramming a student for
the SAT exam if they are not ready. We feel lucky that, as a middle school, our Year 6 are
not leaving us this year and we have a two-year journey to support them to recover.

We are so grateful that the Rib Valley Heads have agreed to work together to map out a
recovery curriculum that extends from reception and first schools all the way to upper
school. We will be meeting to agree the key areas of learning all students need to achieve
before they move on. This will help us to provide a coherent plan of action.

What COVID measures have returned to schools?

Hertfordshire Public Health made a decision that all students and staff in secondary
schools (Years 7 and 8 for us) should wear masks in all areas, including the classroom,
and currently large events are not advisable. Last week, we spent time preparing our
students and they are stoically managing to wear their masks. However, in class this is
really difficult — even for young ears, the teacher's voice and student responses are
muffled by this experience. We can’t help but admire the NHS staff who have had to do
this from the outset of the pandemic and for so many hours every day.

How can we host parents’ events and celebration evenings to make sure that school
life and all its enrichment activities are not curtailed?

We were planning a disco at the end of November, but this will now be an event to give
students an opportunity to complete a couple of their National Trust requests to star gaze,
sit round a camp fire and eat roasted marshmallows. Outdoor events, despite the cold, are
one of the most trusted ways for us to have fun and be together safely. It has been good to
see our football teams attend sporting events and our new rugby teams go into battle. At
the moment, these events can continue as they are outdoors and it is clear our students
have missed the camaraderie, energy and challenge of competitive events, particularly our
boys, who really benefit from the physical opportunity to channel their energy.
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What is our Christian value for this half term?

Last half term we explored the power of ‘togetherness’. We learnt that a community is most
powerful when there is a variety of voices and opinions and that not everyone thinks the
same. Dissent and debate are important. This is something the internet can push against,
as algorithms in all our social media tend to give us information that is similar to what we
already think. We believe it is important to help students value a difference of opinion.

This term we will consider the value of ‘service’. We plan to host a Fullness Day based
around the COP26 summit and climate change, focusing on how we can all make small
changes, at home and at school, that can have significant impact as a service to our
environment. We were delighted to be invited to the COP 26 Children’s Parliament as the
representative for our Constituency. A passionate environmentalist in Year 7 represented
us in a live debate, hosted by the Speaker and the MP David Davis. It was an excellent
introduction into the value and service that MPs give to their community and students were
reminded what our democracy is and how we use it to bring about change.

How will students get involved in providing ‘service’ in school?

Our Year 8 Leaders will shortly undergo training for the roles they have volunteered for in
school. We have 63 students wishing to support others, through sporting clubs, reading
clubs, the Learning Zone (wellbeing support), planning Fullness days, helping with Resolve
(when things go wrong) and supporting other students to run clubs. We look forward to
seeing them helping our school community and acting as good role models for others.

How have we supported new students considering Edwinstree next year?

In agreement with the Rib Valley Heads, we made the decision not to host an Open
Evening event this year. We normally have over 500 visitors on these evenings, which was
judged too great a health risk. Instead, we invited our local schools to visit us. Volunteer
students from Year 5 and Year 8 met the Year 4s and gave them a tour around the outside
of the building and explained what life is like at Edwinstree. We also held morning tours for
parents. We were extremely proud of the mature and confident tours that the students
conducted and it was lovely to see the younger students so excited about their potential
new school. We hope to invite Year 4 students back to visit again after Christmas.

Jo Gant, Headteacher

Millfield First & Nursery School is looking for new
Co-opted Governors to join our Governing Body

Our governors come from a range of backgrounds, with different skills

and experience, but all want the best possible education for the children

in our school. We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:

e Has knowledge of and experience in legal matters, PR/marketing, or premises &
facilities management, all not necessarily related to schools.

e |[s interested in children’s education and the performance of the school.

e [s willing to commit the time and energy required for the role.

These volunteer positions are open to any person from our community. Co-opted
governors are not elected by an election, but instead are appointed directly by the
governing body. For more information about school governance, please see https://
www.nga.org.uk/Be-a-Governor/Be-a-Governor.aspx If you feel this may be of
interest to you, or have further questions, please contact me directly in the first
instance by email at governors@millfield.herts.sch.uk

On behalf of our Governing Body: Alex Tomkins, Chair of Governors
Millfield First & Nursery School, www.millfield.herts.sch.uk
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Autumn Term 2021
As we near the end of the Autumn term at Millfield, we feel fortunate to have experienced
a term in school learning together. The children have had such a range of opportunities
where their learning has come alive! From visiting workshops covering topics such as the
Ancient Egyptians, the Iron Age and the Great Fire of
London, to trips to other local schools for sporting
events. Take a look at our new school video that was
produced in the Autumn term.
https://lwww.millfield.herts.sch.uk/school-video/

Visit and Tour for Prospective Parents and Carers
It was a delight to open our doors to prospective
parents and carers who have children starting Nursery
and Reception in September 2022. We held four open events for parents and carers to
come and view our school and grounds, as well as to find out more about Millfield.

Reception Applications: Applications for Reception places to start in September 2022
can be made online until 15" January 2022 on the Hertfordshire County Council website.

Nursery Applications: At Millfield we manage our own Nursery admissions procedures
and we are currently taking applications for children born between 1% September 2018
and 31%' August 2019, who will be starting Nursery in September 2022. The closing date
is 15" January 2022. We are fortunate to offer both 15-hour and 30-hour provisions for
Nursery aged children. Applications should be made directly to the School by contacting
the School Office on 01763 271717 or by email admin@millfield.herts.sch.uk.

PTA Fundraising

It's fantastic to have the Milllfield PTA in action again after the pause in events due to
COVID-19. Millfield children thoroughly enjoyed the PTA Movie Nights in November, held
to help raise funds for a new timber trail at Millfield.

Christmas Performances

The staff and children are preparing for the festive season! Classes within the EYFS and
Key Stage 1 will take part in our Christmas performances this year, which will be shared
virtually with Millfield parents and carers.

Spring Term Topics

After the excitement at the end of the Autumn term and Christmas, we will return to
school in January ready to learn about new topics. The children in Nursery and
Reception will be reading and learning all about stories with a focus on fairy tales. They
will also be learning about growing. Key Stage 1 has chosen a topic based around ‘Our
World’. This includes learning about Monarchs in Year 1 and comparisons between the
UK and Africa in Year 2. Year 3 children will be learning all about the Romans and Year
4 children will learn about America.

Finally, Millfield School would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and best wishes
for the New Year.
Laura Kennedy-Weeks, Headteacher
If you would like to know more about our School please visit our website
www.millfield.herts.sch.uk or contact the School on 01763 271717.
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Layston C of E First School

Loving to Learn, Learning to Love
For every child a chance to shine!

In November we have been thinking about the bravery and sacrifice of those who fought
in the wars to secure our peace and freedom. Y2 created a beautiful poppy wreath
against a bac ground of poignant family photos, in Collective Worship the school created
a poppy as Reverend Caroline lead our remembrance service, and last year’s tree wreath
created by Y4 stands as a constant reminder to be grateful for our peace and freedom.

The children have engaged in a wonderful second half term of learning with a special
focus on history from visiting ‘Celtic Harmony’ and learning about the Celts in Y3, to Y2's
Fire of London Day and Y1's History of Toys Day led by ‘History off the Page’. We are
now planning and looking forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus and Christmas through
our nativity and pantomime performances, which will be recorded.

To find out more about our school, please visit www.layston.herts.sch.uk
Wishing peace and goodwill to all from Layston First School.
Mrs S Betley, Acting Headteacher

Layston Grove Care Home Christmas Fayre

On Thursday 16" December from 4pm until 7pm
Come along and meet Santa and his reindeer!

Plus Market Stalls, Festive Food and Fun for all the Family.

Everyone is welcome and entry is FREE. All proceeds will be match-funded by
Halcyon Care Homes and donated to THE BUNTINGFORD FOOD BANK.
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‘I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas
Just like the ones I used to know ...°

The small herd of deer broke cover from the trees, disturbed by the sounds of human
voices beyond the wood. As they escaped across a recently ploughed chocolate earth it
made a beautiful vision. The backdrop is the multi-coloured hues of the autumnal
arboreal screen which will soon be stripped by frost and wind to sleep throughout the
oncoming winter. Today, after the early rain, it has brightened to a sky decked in the
brightest blue with the remains of the rains deep grey receding on the horizon, the recent
sunlight breaking through displaying the wide arc of a rainbow. Across the broad meadow
the ground looks like glass with the low sun glowing off the grass and it takes some
moments for my eyes to adjust to this amazing scene before me. Suddenly it is evident
that the whole of the meadow is covered in spiders’ webs, a truly wondrous sight.

A soft mewing above me indicates that the buzzards are circling, looking for opportunities
of the shoot and soon they are joined by kites who take part in the tableau, each waiting
for provision of lunch. These periods when the organisation of the next drive allows for
the necessary pause of the beaters whilst the guns plod across the field to their pegs
prompts reflections upon the year almost complete.

Pulling up my collar and resting upon my trusty beating stick decked with hand carved
tracery, | reminisce upon years past, lost friends, events which have evolved into
anecdotes which will no doubt join the legend that is the shoot. Looking forward to the
burgeoning turn of the year at Yule Tide and the festivities of mid-winter, it concerns me
deeply that we have almost lost what | remember of past Christmases. | cannot help but
muse upon what it was like almost eight decades ago when we experienced the
excitement that a young mind felt with Dad coming home from the war and all the
preparations for the coming festival.

Of course now most of the traditions are lost and the spirit of that time of year derided or
modified by those who would destroy all that we held dear in the name of equality or
some other campaign and the ever-increasing destruction of what our people fought and
even died for in the name freedom.

The latest uproar as to whatever has offended certain sectors of the population with
regard as to lifestyles, perceived affronts and selective criticism of history is playing a
corrosive role in pushing us all towards the eventual demise of our country and all that
has made this land great and which peoples from around the world risk life and limb to
reach. | feel | am privileged to live in this land and at this time in history and be amongst
life-long friends who shared the same ambitions through hard work and family values.

Just at that moment a hare that was squatting amongst tussocks of course grass poking
through the silken ground breaks cover and zig-zags across the field, the sunlight
bouncing off his speeding back.

My thoughts return to the upcoming festival of winter and the fact that we seem ashamed
to use the name Christmas for fear of offending people who have a different style of
worship, overlooking the fact that our national religion has its very roots in the same
history and back at its conception the same spirit was at its heart. Mankind (now
humankind as they wish to be addressed) should accept that it is they that have deviated
from that fundamental fact and look for what those various religions have in common and
let us enjoy and respect the traditions that are now almost gone.

Perhaps it is my memory but | still recall that time when two weeks before Christmas it
was suddenly upon us, starting with rehearsals for the school concert and Sunday school
play and we would make secret wishes that this year we would get to play Joseph or a
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wise man and not be relegated to third sheep again. We tried to upgrade our position in
the school band hoping this year we would be given a drum to play and the triangle
would be given to someone else. With television yet to enter our homes, programmes
with Christmas content relied on the wireless driven by an accumulator. We sat round the
kitchen table beneath the gas-lit mantle and licked sticky pieces of coloured paper to
make decorative chains. At least our tree was the real thing, with the plastic version still
way into the future. My hard-worked parents tried their best to give us a special day,

A day or two before Christmas Day a cockerel would be despatched to reappear as the
centre piece of our Christmas dinner. On Christmas Eve we tried to sleep, huddled
together in our shared bed in the darkened bedroom with only moonlight brightening the
room through the frost-coated windows.

A few years on and we were given our greatest Christmas present ever: a new house
with indoor toilet and electricity and in our hall hung a tiny light shade with each side a
different colour. Each Christmas thereafter this coloured shade appeared and | saw it as
the herald to Christmas and all the traditions we so loved.

Meanwhile, back in the here and now, my reverie of memories was broken with the
sound of the other beaters moving through the wood and soon the distant report of the
guns meant that a festive bird was secure. As | moved forward with the others across the
field | wondered how long it would be till all our traditions would be gone and | had only
my recollections to stir the thoughts of Christmas past, and of course a rather battered
tiny light shade. Happy Christmas to you all.

Vyse

TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS by Jackie Smith

It’s the beginning of December, and it’s nearly Christmas time.

Time to put on songs like “White Christmas’ and ‘Mistletoe and Wine’.
Put up the tree, decorations and the twinkling lights.

Wrap up the presents and the Christmas delights.

Set out your family traditions and write Santa’s letter.

This year we hope everything is going to be so much better.
Grandma and Grandpa will sit in the arm chair.

Remembering people who are no longer there.

Looking lovingly at their kids and grandkids

In Christmas jumpers opening up gifts.

Drinking eggnog or a glass or two of sherry.

By the time dinner is served everyone is red faced and merry.

Then it’s time to sit and eat mince pies in front of the roaring log fire.
Watching the Queen’s Speech and maybe listening to carols from a church choir.
The old traditions that we take from our peers.

We carry on throughout all the years.

We pass them on from our parents to our daughters and sons.

And they in turn pass them down to their own little ones.

Without these traditions Christmas wouldn’t be the same.

We’d even miss the squabbles over the after-dinner game!

So from my house to yours ‘Merry Christmas’ and before you go
Look out of the window and wish for some snow!
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Buntingford Shorts Competition

The Buntingford Shorts film competition provides a unique, free platform for students to
have their work viewed and critiqued by industry professionals. Entrants may submit
school/university coursework or any of their own creations. The festival includes the
following genres: Animation, Comedy, Documentary, Drama, Horror, and Musical, with
prizes awarded for each.

Following our successful international launch in 2020, this year we have received a
record number of entries — over 600 from students around the world — and have closed all
but the Local category. Anyone from Hertfordshire and the surrounding counties can still
submit their work for the Local award category up until 21%' January 2022. For all terms
and conditions please refer to our FilmFreeway page at: https://www.filmfreeway.com/
buntingfordshorts

To view some of our previous entrants, as well as interviews with last year’s finalists,
please visit and subscribe to our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCGUrx_p_5MtX7ZHQtal93Kw

There will be a live presentation evening for the Local award at the Seth Ward Centre,
Buntingford, on Friday 25" February. We will also have a live online finals evening for the
six international categories via our YouTube channel on Saturday 26" February.

Thank you to all the local businesses who have made this festival possible through their
generous sponsorship: Krowdrah, First Class Business Solutions, Replenish and Reuse
Ltd, Becca Hutton Music, Yellow Technology Ltd, The Fox at Aspenden, Chris Dellar
Properties, Hertfordshire Display Plc, Wiser Wealth, Lanes of London, Additions Tutoring
and Melodies Music Education.

Jake Andrews

Submissions Map

& ."’e&
o §

& O8N
The darker the shade of blue, the more entries we have received from that country.
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Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery

Family run kennels and cattery in 2 acres.
Fully trained staff.

Individual heated kennels with attached

. runs leading on to large grass exercise
paddocks.

; ‘U'E"J All pets must be fully vaccinated including
= dogs for kennel cough.

Vet on call 24/7.

. Open for viewing — please call Peter or

~ Sarah for an appointment.

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery,
Warren Lane, Cottered, nr Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9QG

Phone: 01763 281258 Email: enquiries@meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk
Website: www.meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk

TRAVEL STOP

BIG ENOUGH TO OFFER THE WORLD, SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

As the world begins to open up, book your next holiday with Travel Stop

The USA is now open to UK fully vaccinated international travellers.

We are now open on Mondays and for appointments at other times.
Call us on 01763 788222
or email buntingford@travel-stop.co.uk

We will be here whenever you need us.

BABTA oy Dlulsrhe. Ao

The Travel Association Agent
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B\f‘% Buntingford Civic Society
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WHO ARE WE?

We are your local amenity group, established in the early 1970’s initially as a conserva-
tion group covering the ancient parishes of Buntingford, Layston, Aspenden, Wyddial and
Throcking. We obtained charity status in 1993.

Our main aims are to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic and public interest within the locality and endeavour to promote
high standards of planning and architecture while our archives are a source of reference
on local geography and history.

Over the years, the Society has broadened its interests within the community. Whilst con-
servation issues will always be important to us, we now try to take a greater interest in

many other local organisations and activities.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE?

Publish the Buntingford Journal
Restored the town pump twice.
Restored the Town Cage
Initiated erection of Christmas lights in the High Street and Market Hill
Present an annual school civic award
Updated the set of Town Trails with the Discovering Buntingford booklet.
Erected a Town Sign and replaced it on a like for like basis in 2018
Installed a seat on the hill to and paid for works at the Layston Cemetary.
Erected Town Gateway signs complete with Planters and pay for the plants.
Contributed financially to the Freman College sports hall, Buntingford Film Club,
previous Buntingford Carnivals, and to the planned Summer Arts in Buntingford
2022 weekend, and given a grant to the Friends of the River Rib and Quin
Done River Rib cleans
Fitted a sign in the Community gardens at the Police Station and paid for new plants
there in 2019.
Were actively involved with the production of the Neighbourhood Plan
Arranged four Buntingford in Bloom competitions our fifth in 2020 cancelled due to
the pandemic.
Updated the circular walks on local footpaths leaflet in 2017
Hosted annual Civic Day walks

WHAT ARE WE PLANNING TO DO?

Monitor future housing development and continue to work with local organisations for
the benefit of Buntingford, including the River Rib Project.

TO JOIN PLEASE SEE THE MEMBERSHIP FORM ON OUR WEBSITE
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.
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Landscaping & Garden Materials |&
GRAB/MUCK AWAY SERVICE e

=

S - B .. - z 3 <

Small enough to care... Large enough to cope

When you are looking to make improvements to your home it's vital you pick
a supplier that's got all the credentials you need to get your materials to site
on time, every time.

Bricks & Blocks

We provide a delivery service which is second to none working for large
national house builders, construction firms right down to self builders WA EcoTherm
throughout the Hertfordshire area. s

P
BBAGE:

We are happy to supply to the trade and retail customers.

Tel 01763 273932
www.jackpoulton.co.uk

Poulton Building Supplies is a trading name of Jack Poulton & Sons Ltd

Landscaping

Poulton Building Supplies, Home Farm Haulage & Storage Depot, Aspenden Road
Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9FG email: enquiries@jackpoulton.co.uk
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B & M Installations Limited

Household, Commercial & Industrial Electrical Work
Testing & Inspections Fault Finding/Reports
Factory Installations Reliable Local Electrician NIQES ENE=

APPROVED

NICEIC ApproVed CONTRACTOR

Why not call us today for a quote: 07973 726843 or 01763 288501

>=C Walkers M Rome Joinery Ltd
A Garage Ltd Throcking, Buntingford

Your local established

Car servicing and repairs :
Joinery company

at very reasonable prices
Quality bespoke

Servicing * MoT presentation / repairs © Kitchens. Conservatories. Doors
Welding ¢ Timing belts ¢ Clutches ¢ o . . ’
Brakes checked / replaced « Engines W'ndOV_VS’ Sta!rcases, IB?m
replaced / overhauled etc ¢ Airbag / Conversions, Listed Buildings

Emission warning lights etc ...
and much more ..........

Over 25 years car mending experience Mat Rome
Tel/Fax: 01763 287507
Mobile: 07814 838460
email: mat@mromejoinery.co.uk

Free collection / delivery etc

2 Owles Lane, Buntingford, SG9 9JA

Telephone 01763 272 125

All work is fully insured

website: www.mromejoinery.co.uk

attend Zhealth /\ aﬁenthea th
helping you back to health‘ 4

]l

P

27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB 01763 87 80 87
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BUNTINGFORD

—HEATING—

COLLINS ROOFING SERVICES LTD

BUNTINGFORD LOCAL FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

We also deal with e 0 — Installer of

Velux Windows
New Roof

Roof repairs wad ARG T T N N L\
UPVC Guttering COLLINS ROOFING SERVICES LTD 3 AL il ranieed

£ Buntingford! ! falis 1 1
Fasoias & Soffifs e Free estimates

Boards
Chimney Stack
Repairs

Free advice
&/ /= No obligation

119 Snells Mead, Buntingford, Herts., SG9 9JH
Tel: 01763 661350 Mob: 07831 265599
Email: collins.roofing@hotmail.co.uk

You Can Find us on Facebook @collinsroofingservices




Qorers in Hertfordshire Onkine

Due fo the situation with the coronavirus most of Carers Support Hub groups a
are meeting online via Zoom. The main purpose of the groups is to bring carers a re r 5

together so they can offer each other practical and emotional support. in Hertfordshire

If you would like to join in a group online we request that you book a chariy registration number 1085484
place. If the group for the area where you live is at a time you can’t make, or is

not yet running online, you are welcome to book a place at another
meeting. Please note the meetings may be subject to change so
contact us to check details. =

ey
To book email contact@carersinherts.org.uk or phone 01992 58 69 69 %5“
and let us know which group you are interested in. Once you've
booked a place we will send you confirmation and the meeting login
details. If you're booking by phone it would be useful if you could
confirm your email address. Please do let us know if you have any
other technical issues or requirements, as we may be able to
help.

Carers in Hertfordshire Hub groups meeting online via Zoom

Name of Group When Meeting
Berkhamsted (a joint meeting with | Second Tuesday of the month, 10.30am — 11.30am.
Hemel Hempstead)
Bishop’s Stortford First Wednesday of the month 10.30am — 11.30am.
Borehamwood Second Thursday of the month, 10.30am — 11.30am.
Buntingford Last Tuesday of the month, 10.30am — 11.30am.
Chorleywood & Rickmansworth Third Monday of the month 10.30am—11.30am
Harpenden Third Thursday of the month 10.30am - 11.30am.
Letchworth Garden City Third Wednesday of the month 10.30am — 11.30am.
Potters Bar Last Wednesday of the month 10.30am — 11.30am
Royston First Thursday of the month 10.30am — 11.30am.
Stevenage Last Thursday of the month 10.30am — 11.30am.
Ware Third Friday of the month, 11am — 12pm noon.
Watford Second Monday of the month, 10.30am - 11.30pm.

Our Men’s Carers’ Group is also meeting online on the last Tuesday of the month, 1.30pm — 2.30pm
and twice a week we have some informal meet ups on Zoom for any carers to join in with so they can
have a chat. Please contact us for more details or if you'd like to join any of these meetings.

Our Carer Support Advisors should also be able to advise you of other groups for carers that are
meeting online during the coronavirus pandemic. You can contact them 9.30am — 5pm Monday to
Thursday and 9am —4pm on Fridays for advice or support related to your caring role.

To contact us call: 01992 58 69 69
Email: contact@carersinherts.org.uk
Visit: www.carersinherts.org.uk

&COMMUNITY
FUND Malé«:ma Qarers Count
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SANDON CYGNETS PRE-SCHOOL

01763 287238
www.sandon-cygnets.co.uk
sandoncygnets@gmail com

01763 272032

To advertise in the Buntingford
Journal, call Keith Edwards

CURWENS

We are your local expert Solicitors

Whatever your requirements we provide specialist legal services tailored for the individual
needs and circumstances of you or your business

)
Residential Property
Family Law
Dispute Resolution
Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney

Commercial Property

Business Law

17 High Street, ROYSTON. SG8 9AA | Tel 01763 241261 | EnquiriesRoyston@curwens.co.uk
Offices also in Enfield and Hoddesdon

www.curwens.co.uk
W S0g, SNAYTHOR,
.\‘&/‘ > 5 .,.\‘
5 4 Conveyancing H ,/;:c'::::llvm
. "o Law Y

Lexcel 8P e

Practice Management Standard
Law Society Accredited
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Oil, LPG & Gas Boiler
Servicing and Installations

10 months interest free credit NCS
: Property
on new Worcester Boilers Mai e

Plumbing & Heating

Install Team: 01992 504655 Services: 01992 535236
www.ncspropertymaintenance.co.uk
& enquiries@ncspm.co.uk

o @NCS_ECO 0 NCS Property Maintenance

/Q, B | <ot e, ST \/'

v IERPHC 7Y |[wn

‘& \/‘/ - ~ ) 2 ‘GREEN DEAL “--‘-dl"c-n?
=

4 RECCW/| o~

[ p——
Checkatrade.col
Where sepunation matter

APPROVED CODE

Buy a used car from M J Warner
Your trusted local Volkswagen retailer
since 1980

Das WeltAuto.
Used cars you can trust. Guaranteed.
® Free collection and delivery

® Free loan cars
E w @ ® Highly trained Volkswagen technicians

flexible months fully point e All warranty work carried out
finance comprehensive predelivery ® All leased cars invoiced directly to
offers warranty inspection

the leasing company

AL
d==C e Latest 4-wheel laser alignment
ﬂa equipment

months i . .
roadside 2 f;ﬁ:ﬁ;:'ecdeiv\i’men ° We will price mat.ch any local garage
assistance Solutions finance when using genuine Volkswagen parts

e Full manufacturer support
.

M J Warner
Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 OEA

Telephone: 01763 290145 | www.mjwarner.co.uk
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Willow Landscapes

Your local area specialist - lowest rates

Tree Surgery
Stump Grinding T
Hedge Cutting |i#
Fencing
Turfing
Garden Tidy

v Leaf Clearance
Patio Work

All work guaranteed

Office:07936 360 652
Call Sid on 07925 273 773

willowlandscapes1983@outlook.com
Willow Tree Farm, London Road, Barkway, Herts SG8 8EY

WOOD BRIQUETTES

High burn temperatures, Safe for
wood burners, Very low ash
content, Clean to handle

£3.50 per bag or 3 for £10
collected from Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local delivery
(min order applies)

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com

All prices are inclusive of VAT charged at 5%

TRUSTED LOCAL WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service in
Buntingford, | offer free advice and will guide
you through your options.

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate Administration

Inheritance Tax and Estate Planning

* & & o o

Member of The Society of Will Writers

www.dgrwillsandprobate.co.uk
emma@ddqgrwillsandprobate.co.uk
01920 747208

Please see our Facebook page

NG & )
for recent reviews

7
DQR  [sz e
B
,

"% business with
Wills & Probate " Code Compliant
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The Earth’s Richies

Gardening & Landscaping Services

01763 661 516 - 07957 493 325

We offer a full Gardening & Landscaping
service, whatever your garden needs; we
have the expertise, resources and knowledge
to achieve the perfect garden for you!

Peter

Antiques T

ANTIQUES RESTORATION

over 40 years experience
All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing
Fully Insured, Free Estimates, No V.A.T.

Tel: 01920 821973
e.mail: peterworby56@gmail.com

Worby

w Restoration

www.peterworby .co.uk

Buntingford
Chiropody Clinic

HCPC Registered Chiropodist
Alison Smith BSc Pod.Med

Telephone 07942 207347
for appointments

24 High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AQ

BUNTINGFORD

FOOD
BANK

The Foodbank is run by a group of

volunteers, with collection boxes in the
Buntingford Coop and the Wine bar, so

people can donate food.

The food bank is run by a voucher system.
These can be obtained from GP surgeries,
schools, children centre, CAB and churches.
Further advice can be found by emailing

buntingford.foodbank(@gmail.com

In order to run we rely on your donations, so

p|ease support us. THANK YOU.

P.J.DEARDS

Plumbing and Heating Services

For all your plumbing and heating
requirements.
No job too small. Fully insured.
Free quote and advice given

Call: 07704 842 208

REGISTER

%> Essex & Herts
Y AirrArVn‘buVIavnce
BUY-A-BRICK AND
HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

Building our own airbase will help us secure the future of the charity’s
North Weald operations.

Buying a brick is a great way to be part of our new airbase.

Every pound goes to the build. Thank you.

Choose your brick at ehaat.org/buy-a-brick or call us on 0345 2417 690

We'll send you an email to thank
you for your support.

We'll send you an e-certificate of
thanks.

You'll be invited to a special preview of our
North Weald Visitor Centre in 2021, we’ll
send you an e-certificate of thanks, and
your name will be credited in the reception
area for a minimum of a year.

We'll send you an e-certificate

of thanks, and your name will be
credited in the reception area for
aminimum of a year.

Charity Number: 1106989
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B = Drop in and take a look
N’ = around our brand
Deans Furnishers .com new showroom

——— e . /18

Live in Ware or Hertford and can’t get to the showroom?
Call 01920 468887 and we will pick you up

"]4! S— L . k
{ | e Al — | 2 Sl

iy = G i
¢
-

Opening times: Mon-Sat 9am to 5pm, Sun 10am to 1pm, Bank Holidays 10am to 3pm

)
f @deansfurnishers @deansfurnishers.co.uk ,@deansfurnisher
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C OUNTRY MAIDS

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES

Let us take Care of your Housework . . ..

e Spring Cleans e Carpet Cleaning
o Weekly or 2 Weekly 70
regular Cleans &

Telephone: 01763 272908

PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

* Boiler servicing * Underfloor heating » Hot water cylinders
¢ Complete central heating systems including gas, LPG & oil
¢ Complete bathroom refurbishments including tiling

Call: 01763 274717 Mobile: 07966 078371 iR, A
jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk : §: & o
www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com &

French Polishing ~ Floor Sanding Services
~ furniture ~ staircases ~ panelling ~ floors ~
Mobile : 07790 696631
E-mail : howespolishing@gmail.com
Website : www.ahowespolishingandflooring.co.uk
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SJW MAINTENANCE
Gardening Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance

Gutter Clearance

Grass Cutting
Strimming

Also Decorating & General Household
Maintenance

01763 849 636
07805 606 550

1 Barkway Road
Anstey SG9 OBF

humble|ine

Hello! 'm a local graphic designer specialising
in helping small businesses reach their full
potential and attract new audiences.

® Branding & Logo Design

® Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
® Web Design & Social Media

® Packaging

® Adverts & Marketing

® Copywriting & Typesetting

Does your branding reflect your
unique personality?

www.thehumbleline.com
anne(@thehumbleline.com

Follow me @thehumbleline to see my latest

projects, design tips & more.

Rewires
Alterations
Additions
Domestic

Part P registered
Telephone: 01763 271647

C.W. Electrical (Herts.) Ltd.

clivewebb@cwelectric.co.uk

FARATE AND SELF DEFENCE
AT BUNTINGFORD’S BEST
KARATE CLUB

OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 7:30PM
EDWINSTREE SCHOOL GYM —

AGES 10 -110 YEARS BOTH SEXES #A\
INSTRUCTION BY BLACK BELTS \

\
TEL: BILL HOOPER VRW
01763 273123

“‘RUNNING SINCE 1983”
www. hertfordshirekarate.co.uk ¢

Join

Buntingford

Chamber of Commerce

e Advertise
e Network
e | earn

www.buntingfordchamberofcommerce.co.uk
E: info@buntingfordchamberofcommerce.co.uk

Commercial
Industrial

Testing

PV Solar Systems

NICEIC registered

Mobile: 07968 493364
www.cwelectric.co.uk
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Buntingford/Dramatic Society

It is with very mixed feelings that we have to announce that the drama group are on the
move to a new home. After nearly forty years of being based at Benson Hall for all our
weekly rehearsals and highly successful performances, we find ourselves no longer able to
call it our home. However, we are delighted to be relocating to the Seth Ward Community
Centre.

At a time of great uncertainty for the group we are overwhelmed with the help and support
we have been offered by both groups and individuals in the wonderful Buntingford
community. There are currently too many to name individually but special mention must be
made of Jackie Smith and Graham Waite at the community centre and the wonderful folks
at the Film Club.

We are currently undertaking the mammoth task of deconstructing and moving all our stage
fittings, lights and sound systems, props and costumes, whilst continuing rehearsals. The
recent award of Co-op Community Funding could not have come at a better time as we had
already begun our project to upgrade all our technical equipment. We truly appreciate the
generosity of all the Co-op members.

Under the current situation we have sadly had to postpone our proposed January
performances but rest assured we will be back in March to once again entertain our loyal
audiences.

It is said the Japanese have one word that translates as both crisis and opportunity. This
perfectly describes how the Buntingford Dramatic Society have turned a seemingly negative
situation into a wonderful new opportunity for the future.

Jane Guy
Chairman
Buntingford Dramatic Society
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B U NTI N G FO R D Need to be Swim Englar;ctialéeea;rgtrc;g\év\i:

S - - Please visit www.buntingfordsc.co.uk for
Wl m m l n g more information and to register for a trial.

fnom4 6.30pm

term time only

Buntingford Swimming Club is a coaching club and is now looking for new members of all age
groups from September 2021.

With things hopefully settling following long periods of closure due to covid restrictions, we are
looking to recruit new members of all ages (8 and over) to our small, friendly & competitive
swimming club (currently we have 45 junior members) based at the Ward Freman pool in
Buntingford, and we are affiliated with Swim England Hertfordshire.

The aims of our coaching club are to develop swimmers’ skills and strokes, participate in com-
petitive events at other clubs and impart good practice and safety in the water. We meet weekly
with training split into 3 sessions for either 45 mins or 1 hour on Thursday evenings between
6.30pm and 9.15pm, in term time only.

The club enters a number of local galas each year, and the club hosts its own annual internal club
championship each autumn. Coaching is provided by trained volunteers and older club swimmers
help out with the younger ones.

New swimmers who would like to join us need to be at least Swim England Learn to Swim stage
7 or equivalent. For further information or to arrange a trial, please visit our website at
www.buntingfordsc.co.uk and on the home page please click on the link “register for a trial” and

we will be in touch.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.
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Practical Wisdom.

Caring Advice.
Results.

glojl[i)clftlyrss Offices in Buntingford & Hertford
« Conveyancing
e Family
S e Inheritance disputes
households in Hertfordshire . Probate

for over 20 years

www.judkins-solicitors.co.uk | mail@judkins-solicitors.co.uk
T: 01763 448152 | Judkins Solicitors, Manor House, Buntingford SG9 9AB

CALL NOW FOR A CONFIDENTIAL FIXED FEE APPOINTMENT

X D
OVENCLEAN.

The original oven cleaning specialists

Ovenclean will transform your oven and

ncillor
Councillors put the sparkle back into your kitchen!

Jeff Jones & Stan Bull

v Friendly, professional and reliable

v Completely safe, eco-friendly cleaning system

YOUI' EaSt HertS DiStriCt v No fumes, no mess, no bother
Councillors for v Removes grease, fat and burnt on carbon deposits from:

Buntingford Ward e Ovens e Filters ® Hobs ® Grills ® BBQ's * Ranges
o Extractors ® Microwaves ® AGA's
For A Better Buntingford We can also repair your electric oven or hob.

Contact us with any local issues Repairs include, element replacement,
thermostats and fan motors.

Clir Jeff Jones Clir Stan Bull
01763 274800 01763 272939
jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk stan.bull@eastherts.gov.uk

Call Owen Rowlands today to book
your oven clean/repair on:

m,,,m_w_u_ 07445073 648 or 0800 840 7127
www.ovenclean.com
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The Jess & Pete welcome you to

Golden
Fleece

The Golden Fleece.

Stylish, relaxed & welcoming.
Imaginative menu that
changes monthly.

Great wines and real ales.

Once you’ve been,
you’ll want to return!

20 Green End, Braughing

www.goldenfleecebraughing.co.uk

01920 823555

Locks Stock & More

your local friendly Hardware & Locksmith Service
45a, High Street, Buntingford $G9 9AD

Our shop is bigger than you think so please pop in and have a look

Room 1:
Light Bulbs, sealants, plumbing, electrical, glues, cleaning items,
batteries, bits and pieces...and more

Room 2:
Paint: Interior, exterior, metal, Frenchic (furniture paint), paint
tools/cleaning items, hardware tools, hinges, door décor, body
protectors...and more

Room 3:
Key Cutting, locks, bird seed, pet food, kindle, fire lighters, craft
items, candles, garden, pest control...and more

01763 448170 info@locksstockandmore.co.uk E3 Locks Stock & More
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Ace of Herts, Cumberlow Compost.
Andrew Coates - Garden Design.....
Apple Blossom Pre-School & Day Care.
Apple Computer Specialist.
AR Services...
Attend2Health.
Attend2Health....
Austin’s (Funerals & Memorials)..

Barley and Barkway First Schools
B & M Install
Bookkeeping Services—Chris Stigwood....
Bounce Fit Body
Buntingford Chamber of Commerce
Buntingford Chiropody.....
Buntingford Civic Society.
Buntingford Dancing School..
Buntingord Dramatic Society..
Buntingford Food Bank.
Buntingford Heating
Buntingford Ironing Company.
Buntingford Karate Club.....
Buntingford Swimming Club...

Carers in Hertfordshire
Ceramic Tiler (Mark Addison)
Chiropodist (Deborah Loweth
Church Lane Creative
Andrew Coates Garden Design.
Collins Roofing Ltd..........cc.coc....
Complete Garden Service (Gregg Pettitt)..
Computer (LearnPC)
Country Maids
Crossfit Buntingford..

C W Electrical (Herts) Ltd...

Deans Furnishers.
P J Deards, Plumbing and Heating..
District Councillors
DQR Wills and Probate............cccooiieiiiiiiiiiiicceccees

The Earth’s Richies
East Herts Foot Health Clinic.
P S Eveleigh, Plastering Contractor..............c.ccccooeeuuii.

E.C.B. Building & Decorating.
Fish At Home

The Golden FIEECE. ........cocuiiiiiieiiiict e

Handyman - Barry Brown
H C Jewellers
Hertford Aerial Service.
Hertford TV Service.......
Hormead Cars - Dean Bye
Anthony Howes - French Polishing..
Suzanne Hoy MBACP Counsellor
Hudson’s Stoves.........................
Humbleline Graphic Design

Janbor Limited - Wood Briquettes.
J D Gardening and Grounds Maintenance.
Jolly Waggoner.
J P Services...........
Judkins Solictors.
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JohNn D Kilby & CO....ovviiiiiiiici e

Layston Grove Care Home...
Layston Pre-School
Linden Flooring
Locks Stock and More
Deborah Loweth Chiropodist

The Manor House:
Marketing Zone...
Meeting House Boarding Kennels..
Melodies Music Education
MUMMY SOS....oiiiiiieeie e

Nationwide Supplies
NCS Property Maintenance ...
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One to One Tutor
OvenClean

Park ‘N’ Load
Personal Trainer (Jacqui Smith)
Poulton’s - Building Materials & Aggregates.. .
Premier Payroll...........c.oooiiiiiiiii

Radley Opticians....
Radley Opticians .
RB Taxation Services
Reed First School
Replenish and Reuse.
Riverside Taxis
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Sandon_Cygnets Preschool..
Shotokan Karate KSTSK
SJ Tokely Ltd, Mechanical Engineers
S.J.W. Maintenance.......
S.J.S.Plumbing & Heating.
Soggy Doggy Grooming....

Touch of Glamour...
Tracey’s Travel.
Travel Stop.

Jane Walker-Personal Health and Fitness Coach.
Philip Walker- Motor Vehicle Engineer
John Littleford - Web Designer

MJ Warner. R
Willow Landscapes .
Peter Worby, Antique Restoration and Cabinet Maker....

Yew Tree AlPacas.......ccccoveveieiieiiiiesiecee e
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Set invthe heauwt of the historic mawket toww of Buntingford, the 18" Century
Grade II Listed Manor House iy ovperfect setting for weddings and civil cere-
monies. Seaking up to-40 peodle, the Councill Chaumber is av perfect verure for
your wedding ceremony.

Theve ave ample photo-opportunities outside the classic Georgiow frontage;
onthe staivcase, inthe gawder or inthe stunning
Layston Cowrt Gardeny across the road.

For afull colowr brochuwre contact :

Jil Jones-Toww Clerk; The Manor House; Buntingford; Herts., SG9 9AB.
Or email : dlerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk  Telephone: 01763 272 222
www.buntingford-tc.gov.uks

One to One Tutor

I come to you
g sy -

Friendly, Very Experienced and Local

ACCURATE ANSWERS
Revision, Entrance Exams, G.C.S.E., SATS etc
E: El'quH'lES@l'btﬁX?ltlﬂ n.com | Home schooling support and advice
T:01763 847222 .
B, o Mobile: 07835 193854
'] 7 \—,:I ‘E’_.:;-: Y www.rbtaxation.com References available/enhanced DBS

Complete Garden Service

Block paving driveways,
Patios, Decking,
Brickwork, Fencing,
Garden Maintenance,
Grass and Hedge Cutting.

Please contact Greg Pettitt for a free quotation €1
Mob: 07947 960 783 Email: gregpettittcgs@aol.co.uk
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J. Oliver Radley Opticians

‘for a sharper image”

Your independent local optician
Spectacles

N\
%. an
Sunglasses OLIVER GOLDSMITH

Sports eyewear

Contact lenses (}/;S}
Reading spectacles ., i N MICHAEL KORS

TOM DAVIES ! -
Open Tuesday BESPOKE S(WMHE

to Saturday: MADE TO MEASURE EYEWEAR
8:00am to 6:30pm

PORSCHE DESIGN

EYEWERR

J. Oliver Radley Opticians

Buntingford,
$G9 9AQ BVLGARI
T: 01763 273300 TIFFANY & CO.

www.radleyopticians.com
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