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U  L  I 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent  
of, the Buntingford Civic Society. For information on how to join the  
Society and have the Journal delivered to your door, please email: 

membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 

GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 

DOCTORS: 
 

B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate  
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 

Buntingford Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
 

Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Colin Horgan 07733 091731  
 

Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 

Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 

Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Friday 14:00 ï 16:00 
  Saturday 10:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Offices are currently closed due to Covid. 
For telephone advice  call  03444 111 444 (Mon to  
 Fri 10amï4pm) or call the local Messageline on  
 01920 459 944 for a call back  
 

Usual opening: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
Currently closed due to Covid.  
Our nearest open recycling site is in Royston. 
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E ô  L 

Regular readers will no doubt have noticed that weôre a week late with the Journal this 
month. The Civic Society decided to delay publication by one week in the hope that 
Lockdown 2 will have ended by the time the Journal is published, because this makes 
delivery much easier. Fingers crossed the plan worked and I hope we havenôt confused 
anyone. Something that is confusing many people is what we will or will not be able to do 
this Christmas, but hopefully this will be clearer by the time you are reading this. 

Christmas is certainly happening in this issue of the Journal. Carol Emery of the Local 
History Group takes us on a journey through Christmas in Buntingford Past and Present. 
Her article is full of fascinating details of how they did things in days gone by. We have a 
heart-warming Christmas story from Sue Shearing of the Buntingford Writers Group. And 
Vyse reminds us of the joys of the traditional childrenôs Nativity play, with his usual 
warmth and amusement at the foibles of humankind. 

One contributor I must mention this month is Alex Kanold, who wears three different hats 
in three separate articles ï one as a Here to Help volunteer, another as the new Member 
Pioneer for the local Co-op, and a third as the Christmas Promotion Coordinator for the 
Chamber of Commerce, all of them aimed at enhancing and supporting our local 
community. Letôs do as she suggests and support our High Street this Christmas! 

Several people have commented to me how much they enjoyed Johnôs poem, 
óRaindropsô, which I featured in October. In publishing it I hoped it would encourage 
others to write and submit poetry for publication and I have not been disappointed. In fact 
Iôve been blown away by the creativity and would like to thank all the contributors this 
month. If I pick just one to highlight here, it has to be Jackie Smithôs óMy Covid Journeyô, 
a very moving account of her illness and slow recovery.  

I was very sad to hear of the death of Maxine, a lovely lady I often chatted with while out 
walking Toby. She always had her own little dog with her, and a kind word and a smile  
for anyone who took the time to stop and talk. Peter Wonnacott, an old friend of hers and 
ex-Buntingford resident, pays tribute to her on the letters page. 

Finally, I just want to mention the cover picture, which was sent in by Fiona Selby. I 
wonder when weôll ever see snow like that again?  Merry Christmas everyone! 

Christine Noble 

Many thanks to Brian Austin for proof-reading. 

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the February 2021 Journal  

is Saturday 16th January 2021 

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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L   E    E 

Dear Christine 

I have just sat and read the pre-publication draft of Carol Emeryôs article on óChristmas in 
Buntingford Past and Presentô. As always, her research is very thorough and I loved the 
advert for Mossôs shop which suggested we should: 

óBuy in Buntingford and keep Buntingford Busyô 

Wouldn't it be a great idea to recycle this as a motto for local businesses today? 

Kind regards, Chris Scott-Hake  

Dear Christine 

In Memory of Maxine óMaxieô Franklin 

I was very sad to hear of the 
recent death of long-term 
Buntingford resident Maxine 
Franklin. I knew her as Maxie 
and we were friends for many 
years, and when I moved away 
from Buntingford she was one  
of the people I kept in touch  
with. I was just about to give her 
a phone call to see how things 
were when news reached me 
that she had died. She will be 
greatly missed by those folk  
still around who knew her. 

Maxine Juliet Paxton made  
her entry into the world on the  
1st June 1944 and remained  
with us until 1st October 2020. She resided at Pelham during her youth and her parents 
were in charge of the Puckeridge Hunt hound pack. Maxie got very involved with looking 
after the hounds and prided herself on the fact that she knew the name of each and every 
dog in the pack. It was the start of a love of dogs that stayed with her all her life. 

I first met Maxine in the 1950s when we both attended Buntingford Secondary Modern 
School (now Edwinstree). Like so many of the girls she was always immaculately turned 
out every day in a smart, nicely ironed uniform. She eventually married and the couple 
moved into Buntingford. They never had children but were very happy together until her 
husbandôs death which left her alone. Well, not quite alone because Maxie always had a 
dog to keep her company and she would often chat to it as though it was a person. 

Maxine was a very easy-going person with a homely nature and kind personality. She 
was always happy to help others if she could and was so easy to chat to, perhaps 
because she always made a person feel welcome and at ease. One thing is for certain, 
the world is a poorer place without her. R.I.P. dear 'Maxie'!. 

A Good Friend & Acquaintance, Peter G Wonnacott 
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Buntingford High Street ï 
the place to be this Xmas! 

Forget your winter visit to Oxford 
Street. This year itôs all happening 
right here on our very own High 
Street!   

Without our usual Late Night 
Shopping event, the Buntingford 
Chamber of Commerce wanted to 
come up with something special, 
something to spread some Christmas 
cheer in what we know will be a very 

different kind of Christmas for us all. Throughout December our High Street shops will be 
participating in Buntingfordôs own óLiving Advent Calendarô, organised by the Chamber 
of Commerce in collaboration with Home-Start. Each day from the 1st to 24th December,  
a poster will appear in a different shop window for you to find. Collect an activity sheet 
from the Community Noticeboard in the entrance to 
Buntingford Co-op, fill in all 24 days of the Living 
Advent Calendar, draw your own Christmas picture 
on the back of the sheet, then enter our prize draw to 
win a tasty treat!  

Youôll find much more than posters in High Street 
shop windows this Christmas! We know that most 
stores always make an effort to bring festive cheer to 
their shop fronts, but to encourage them even more 
weôre running a competition for óMost Christmassy 
Businessô. High Street businesses, including local 
pubs, are invited to really go to town as they deck 
out their store fronts for the holidays, which means 
youôll be able to get your Christmas window fix right 
here in Buntingford! We are delighted to have the 
Head Boy and Head Girl of Freman College to judge 
the competition, along with our Town Mayor Graham 
Waite. In particular they will be looking out for: visual 
impact as seen from the High Street; creativity and 
uniqueness; and artistic effort. So come on business 
owners! Make it visible and make it festive! Winners 
will be announced on the Chamber of Commerce 
website and social media on Friday 18th December. 

Please remember ï Shop Local this Christmas and Support your High Street! 

Look out for our update in the next issue of The Journal (February 2021) to see the 
winning picture from our Living Advent Calendar competition, and find out which High 
Street businesses were deemed the óMost Christmassyô ï although youôll probably have 
seen them proudly displaying their rosettes! We hope you enjoy our festive activities and 
we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Alexandra Kanold 
Christmas Promotion Coordinator, Buntingford Chamber of Commerce  

For a full list of local businesses ready to take Christmas orders, visit: 
www.buntingfordchamberofcommerce.co.uk/membership/  

(Click on a business to go straight to their website and start shopping!) 

,ÉÖÉÎÇ !ÄÖÅÎÔ #ÁÌÅÎÄÅÒȡ (ÅÒÅȭÓ 
ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÐÏÓÔÅÒȟ ÓÏ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ 
ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ΄ÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒȦ  

http://www.buntingfordchamberofcommerce.co.uk/membership/


6  

 

 
Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Such a shame that the Remembrance Sunday commemorations were so badly impacted 
this year. I did feel, however, that the service that took place was small but perfectly 
formed! The service was live streamed and I hope many of you were able to watch it.  
I did lay a wreath on behalf of the Civic Society after the event.  

Some very worrying statistics regarding Covid cases in Buntingford/Hormead seem to be 
developing. There were 36 positive tests in the seven days to November 13th and a rate 
of 430.5 per 100K of population, which is well above average compared to the rest of 
England and on a par with hotspots in the North West of the country. I am sure 
investigations are ongoing to identify the reasons for this upsurge. Please all be aware. 
This virus is still very much alive.  

If you want to track the level of infection in our area, or anywhere else in the UK, go to 
the government website at coronavirus.data.gov.uk. Scroll down the Summary page 
and enter a postcode where indicated to get details for that unique area. 

And just remember  ï  HANDS ... FACE ... SPACE. 

Aspenden Road continues to be a real 
problem, especially near the Dandara 
development (photo, left). It is difficult 
not to draw the conclusion that the 
new development and flooding go 
hand in hand. Dandara now want 
permission to build an additional 23 
dwellings using the same access. 
Madness!! 

At the time of writing it is still very 
unclear what form of Christmas 
celebrations with our families will be 
allowed this year. Whatever happens, 
please try to enjoy and celebrate as 

best you can ï I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a virus-free and stress-free 
New Year. 

Graham Bonner, Chairman Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 

Buntingford Civic Society was established in 1972 with the aim of improving the 
fabric of the Town. It has led or been involved in many restoration and enhancement 
projects and in planning, communication and financial support to improve aspects  
of life in Buntingford. Annual household membership is just Ã10 and includes  
delivery of the Buntingford Journal (10 issues a year) to your door. If you would like  
to join Buntingford Civic Society, an application form is available on the website at 
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk. Or you can email the Societyôs Membership Secretary, 
Peter Hay, at membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk.  
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B   D  B  S   

A Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year to All. 

Chairman T Robinson  01763 243143  

Ware & District Photographic Society meetings at Thundridge Village Hall 
are still suspended due to the virus. However, we have been holding weekly 
ZOOM meetings and these will continue in 2021 commencing on Wednesday 
6
th
 January.  

With so many people taking photographs during this difficult time, why not join your 
local Club where you will see a variety of work and lectures. New members are always 
welcome. The remainder of the programme is available on our new website 
www.wareps.org.uk Although we had to cancel our annual exhibition in November, 
we are planning a virtual exhibition details of which will be posted on the website. 

Happy Christmas & New Year 

Buntingford óWalkingô 

Christmas Market 

 A date for your diaries. After the 

successful local walking markets in 

Buntingford earlier this year, you 

will have the chance to purchase 

Christmas presents on the  

6th December from 2pm at the 

Buntingford Walking Christmas 

Market. Residents will once again 

be placing stalls outside their 

homes selling a huge variety of 

items ï youôre bound to find a 

present or two! A map will be 

produced on the Buntingford 

Walking Market Facebook page 

showing the stall locations. Enjoy.  
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New Faces on the High Street 

Usually when a business closes on the High Street, the shop will be shut and empty for a 
while waiting for a new business to come along and move in. That didnôt happen when 
Carl gave up Piggotts, the family butchers at the south end of the High Street that he had 
run for 30 years. Carl isnôt hanging up his butchers apron just yet, he has another shop in 
his home town of Biggleswade and he wants to build up his online sales from there, but 
his time in Buntingford was over. 

What would happen to the shop? Various rumours circulated about who and what would 
be moving in, including yet another takeaway. But then up stepped Gary Riley to maintain 
the shop as a traditional, friendly family butcher. Just days after Carl had gone, Gary  
re-opened the door to welcome customers once more. 

Many readers will have already met Gary, but for those who havenôt hereôs a little 
background. Gary learned the butcherôs trade from his father, Donald, who had a 
butcherôs shop in Tottenham. After 15 years working for his Dad, he wanted a change of 
direction and became a chauffeur. Before long he started his own company and for  
20 years ran a very successful chauffeur hire business in London, but then along came 
Covid and Gary, like so many others, saw his custom dry up overnight. The business still 
ticks over but is essentially on hold, and Gary was left looking for something else to do. 

His very first thought was to return to his original skill and open a butcherôs shop, so he 
began looking around for suitable premises. He and his wife Janine had moved out of 
London to Bishopôs Stortford more than 20 years ago and he wanted to stay as local as 
possible to the family home. When Piggotts became available, he seized the opportunity 
with both hands. His Dad was over the moon.  

Visitors to the shop will have already noticed changes. The shop has had a complete 
refit, and behind the scenes Gary is handmaking sausages from local produce. At the 
time of writing Gary (on the left in this photo of the team ) is still awaiting delivery of his 
new shop sign ï shortages of materials due to the pandemic has meant a longer than 
usual wait for this, but when it does 
arrive it will read: 

Rileyôs Family Butchers  

The name is very apt because this 
really is a family run business. 
Garyôs wife Janine is helping with 
the admin side of things, alongside 
her full-time job, and their two 
daughters Lauren and Danielle  
will be helping out in their spare 
time whenever possible. Lauren 
(centre in the photo) has already 
graduated from Southampton 
University, while Danielle is still 
studying. And as for Dad Donald, 
he is itching to get stuck in, but due 
to his age and the pandemic that is 
not going to be possible just yet. 

So far, Gary is delighted with the 
warm reception he has had in 
Buntingford. Welcome to the High 
Street! 
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 We are still Here to Help! 

Over the past 8 months, the Here to Help 
initiative in Buntingford has matched 117 
volunteers with 183 households using a 
óbuddyô system. The purpose of the initiative 
was to ensure that every single resident of 
our town knows that they are not alone, that 
they are part of a united community and that 
support is available to everyone.  

Graham Waite, our Town Mayor, says of the 
scheme: ñAs Mayor ... during these scary 

times, it has made me immensely proud to be part of this community, especially the óHere 
to Helpô initiative. This scheme was set up back in March of 2020 to ensure those who 
live in the Town, who are vulnerable to the virus, did not go without essential items, like 
medication, food and limited contact with other human beings. My heartfelt thanks go out 
to all who volunteered to help and are still doing so. It is my fervent hope that these 
contacts remain in place when this pandemic subsides. Thank you all so much.ò  

One óbuddyô shares their experience: ñI have a lung condition, so I have been shielding 
with my family for the majority of this year. It could have been an awful situation, but the 
support we have received from our Here to Help volunteer has been a life changer. She 
called one Friday evening in March, and had a long chat so that she could fully 
understand us and our circumstances. By Saturday lunchtime, sheôd already gone to the 
shops and dropped those items at our house. We then felt so reassured, and confident 
that we were going to be supported é Every week our volunteer picked up food or 
medicine for us, diligently following safety precautions and always delivered it with a 
smile, checking to make sure that we were all mentally and spiritually healthy too. When 
Lockdown 1 ended, she offered to keep supporting us if we needed anything, and she 
checked in with us again at the start of Lockdown 2. Thank you, your support has been 
amazing and humbling and we couldnôt have done it without you.ò 

Other óbuddiesô also had words of gratitude: ñOur shopping buddy walked through the 
lockdown with us. Her selflessness and support was the deepest act of kindness. We 
could not have managed without her.ò   ñThe care that I received é made all the 
difference when I couldnôt get out éit was lovely to see [my buddy] from the door step 
and have a few words, which made the lockdown go much quicker.ò 

The strength of the initiative was the collaboration between residents and Buntingford 
Town Council. By working together, we demonstrated what a ócommunityô is capable of!  
Supporting others gave many of us a purpose in a time of great uncertainty. Volunteer 
Andrea Allen explained how the initiative helped her: "At the start of the pandemic when 
we were fearfully moving into uncharted territory, it was brilliant to be part of the team 
organising and distributing the leaflets ... Then being able to support vulnerable families 
locally with shopping and prescriptions. I am so grateful to have been able to help éò 

The Here to Help initiative is still running ï volunteers remain active and able to assist 
those isolating due to illness or contact tracing requirements, as well as those shielding 
for medical reasons. One thing that Buntingford residents never need worry about is that 
in this town there will always be someone Here to Help! Please get in touch if you need 
support or if you would like to volunteer. 

Alexandra Kanold, Here to Help Volunteer 

01763 877 545 / heretohelp.buntingford@gmail.com / @HereToHelpBuntingford on 

Facebook / Join our ñBuntingford Support Group ï Here To Helpò on Facebook 

mailto:heretohelp.buntingford@gmail.com
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[ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ 
 

! ǿƻǊƭŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
[ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ [ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ [ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ 
bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛǊŘ 
LǎƻƭŀǘŜΗ LǎƻƭŀǘŜΗ LǎƻƭŀǘŜΗ  
aŜŘƛŎǎ ǳƴƛǘŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬƎƘǘ 
.ǊŀǾƻΗ .ǊŀǾƻΗ .ǊŀǾƻΗ  
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǿŀǊŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ 
IŜƭǇΗ IŜƭǇΗ IŜƭǇΗ  
/ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ 
[ƻǾŜΗ [ƻǾŜΗ [ƻǾŜΗ  
²ƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜ 
[ƻƴŜƭȅΗ [ƻƴŜƭȅΗ [ƻƴŜƭȅΗ  
aŀǎƪǎ ƻƴ ŦŀŎŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǇǎ н ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 
!ƭŜǊǘΗ !ƭŜǊǘΗ !ƭŜǊǘΗ  
н ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
CŀƳƛƭȅΗ CŀƳƛƭȅΗ CŀƳƛƭȅΗ  

 

 

/ƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ 
aƛǎŜǊȅΗ aƛǎŜǊȅΗ aƛǎŜǊȅΗ  
CƻƻŘǎƘƻǇǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ 
IǳƴƎŜǊΗ IǳƴƎŜǊΗ IǳƴƎŜǊΗ  
9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƴƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
CǳǊƭƻǳƎƘΗ CǳǊƭƻǳƎƘΗ CǳǊƭƻǳƎƘΗ  
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘǳǘΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ Ŏǳǘ 
5ŜǎǇŀƛǊΗ 5ŜǎǇŀƛǊΗ 5ŜǎǇŀƛǊΗ  
¢ƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ 
IƻǇŜΗ IƻǇŜΗ IƻǇŜΗ  
IƻǇŜǎ ŀōƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
wŜƭƛŜŦΗ wŜƭƛŜŦΗ wŜƭƛŜŦΗ  
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
5ŜƭƛƎƘǘΗ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘΗ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘΗ  
bŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǾƛǾŜǎΣ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
9ȄƛǎǘΗ 9ȄƛǎǘΗ 9ȄƛǎǘΗ  
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ 
[ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ [ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ [ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΗ  

aŀǳǊŜŜƴ {ƳƛǘƘ 

Introducing Buntingford Co-op Member Pioneer 

The Co-op is always striving to do more  
for its members, and has been rolling out  
a new initiative of introducing Member 
Pioneers to better support communities 
through more local engagement. I am very 
happy to introduce myself, Alex, as your 
Member Pioneer for Buntingford.  

The role, which for me involves 4 hours  
a week, is to connect Co-op members, 
colleagues and local causes to make our 
community a better place to work, play, 
live and learn. I can put you in touch with 
like-minded people, offer practical advice, 
and help in any way possible. I will be working with our Buntingford Co-op Food Store 
and it is with great pleasure that I would like to introduce Phil, the new Store Manager, 
who joined in October. Phil is keen to use his experience in food retail management to 
ensure the store meets the needs of the town. Although not a Buntingford resident, he is 
eager to support our local community, and is even a Scout leader himself! 

We can achieve so much more when we work together, so I hope to meet as many 
individuals and organisations as possible! Whether you are already involved in a local 
initiative, have an idea for a project, or just want to get involved with a good cause, I 
would love to hear from you!  

Alexandra Kanold, Member Pioneer, Co-op Buntingford 
07929 840 582  alexandra.kanold@coop.co.uk  @LoveBuntingford on Facebook 

mailto:alexandra.kanold@coop.co.uk
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35-045/53 3/503 
Homemade soups delivered to your door! 

Individually frozen for your convenience. 

2 portions    
2 fresh bread rolls  

Red Pepper and Tomato Wild Mushroom and Walnut  

Celery and Stilton Chilli Lentil  

Creamed Leek and Potato Carrot and Orange              

To order ring ï 07501 495 940  or  01763 289 738 

Services for Dec 2020 & Jan 2021 
St Maryôs, Braughing 
Sun 6th Dec 11.15am  All Age Holy Communion 
Wed 9th 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 13th 10.00am All Age Morning Worship  
Sun 13th 5.45pm Refresh Service (in Church Hall) 
Wed 16th  9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 20th 11.15am Holy Communion  
Sun 20th 6.00pm Live streamed Carol Service **  
Wed 23rd 9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
Thurs 24th  3.00pm Live streamed Nativity **  
Fri 25th  10.30am Christmas Day Celebration *  
Sun 3rd Jan  11.15am All Age Holy Communion  
Wed 6th  9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 10th  10.00am All Age Morning Worship  
Sun 10th  5.45pm Refresh Service (in Church Hall) 
Wed 13th  9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 17th  11.15am Holy Communion  
Wed 20th  9.30am Holy Communion  
Sun 24th  9.30am Holy Communion  
Wed 27th  9.30am Holy Communion  
   

St Maryôs, Furneux Pelham 
Sun  6th Dec 9.30am  BCP Holy Communion 
Sun 13th  11.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun 20th 9.30am  Caf® Church Christingle 
Sun 27th 10.30am  Christmas Morning Worship  
Sun 3rd Jan  9.30am BCP Holy Communion  
Sun 10th  11.15am Holy Communion  
Sun 17th  9.30am Caf® Church  
Sun 24th  11.15am Morning Worship  
  

St Maryôs, Stocking Pelham   
Sun 20th Dec 12.30pm Advent Morning Worship *  
Sun 31st Jan  10.30am Holy Communion  

St. Maryõs  
Stocking Pelham 

RS- L@QX½R 

Furneux Pelham  

 

The Ash and 

Quin Valleys 
Group 

Living Godõs Love 

Rev Julie Gawthrope   

01920 823531  

* Entrance by ticket only. Please book your seat in advance for ticketed services. 
 More details from Rev Gawthrope or churchoffice@braughing.org.uk. 

**  Live stream only. No service in church. 

Ã4.50  

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
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Christmas isnõt cancelled here! 
 United Benefice of Aspenden, Buntingford & Westmill  

We canõt deny that 2020 has been a challenging year for us all. 

Although we may not be able to spend Christmas in the usual way 

this year, let us share a little Christmas cheer. Join us with these two 

special events and gather our wonderful community together at this 

special time of year. God Bless you and best wishes for 2021  

Christmas Carols  

Sing Along   

Sunday 20 th  December at 4pm  

 You can also sing as loud as you like, no 

one else will hear you as we have the technology to do so!   

For those with internet access please follow this link:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcod -

qopz8pE9NrGtSHaqQ3xPqJpbXj__aq  

Those who would like to join us by phone please dial either of 

these telephone numbers and follow the instructions:  

Dial: 0203 481 5240 or 0131 460 1196  

Meeting ID: 835 0309 4397   Passcode: 906350  

All Age Interactive Christingle Service  

Christmas Eve at 3pm  

Whether you join us with or without video link via 

Zoom or on the telephone, let us share a little bit of 

Christmas spirit with you all. Our team have been 

busy putting our Christingle Service Activity packs 

together with everything you need to join in. To ensure we have 

enough packs please contact us to pre -order yours.  

 
To pre-register for our Christingle Service please contact Nina Kingsley  

on 07484 345027 or email: admin@unitedbenefice.org.uk 

For further details of all our Services and Events please head over to  

our website www.unitedbenefice.org.uk 

mailto:admin@unitedbenefice.org.uk
http://www.unitedbenefice.org.uk
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Town Council meetings for December 2020 / January 2021 

Thurs 3rd Dec & Thurs 7th Jan  

Thurs 10th Dec & Thurs 14th Jan  

Thurs 28th Jan 2021 

7:00pm ï Amenities Committee  

7:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held remotely, details for observing the meetings are  

published on the agenda and can also be obtained from the Clerkôs office.  

B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

It seems that the rules change faster than I can update people. At the 
time of writing we are in lockdown and the Council offices are closed 
to the public except by appointment. The Community Centre is also 
closed. We are still at the end of a phone and on email, so please 
contact us if you need us for anything. When lockdown finishes, we 

will resume our opening hours of Monday to Thursday 10am to 4pm. 

It is very worrying to see the Buntingford Division figures of 430.5 Covid cases per 
100,000 population. This is far in excess of the national average and even the East 
Herts average. Iôm not sure where we are going wrong, but please follow the guidelines 
and be extra careful. 

Remembrance Day, given the circumstances, was very successful. Many thanks to 
those who stayed away and instead watched the live stream. A small meaningful 
ceremony was held at the War Memorial, during which only three wreaths were laid, but 
many more have been added since. 

Not surprisingly, Christmas events are limited this year, if not non-existent. We are 
unable to hold the Lights of Love ceremony but we do have the silver stars. Please call 
in for a star to hang on the tree in memory of your loved one and if possible please make 
a small donation to Isabel Hospice. The tree will be lit from the 27th November.  

Although the new cemetery will not officially open until April, we will be able to accept 
interments in the near future. Please contact us for further information. We will shortly be 
contacting those who have already asked about interments.  

If after lockdown you feel the need to work away from the house, we have an empty 
office at the Manor House, on the 2nd floor, which will accommodate a small business. If 
you are interested, please give us a call; the office comes with one parking space. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday 10amï4pm; closed Friday. 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

Website: www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town Council has published a number  
of Privacy Notices. These can be viewed on the Town Council website. 
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News from Your District and  
County Councillor, Jeff Jones 

COVID-19 
I am afraid Coronavirus is once 
again the headlines. As you read 
this I hope we have just come out of 
Lockdown 2, but infection rates have 

worryingly spiked in Buntingford Division. At the time 
of writing our health and track-and- trace professionals 
are looking into the cause of this very high increase. 

Infection rates for the 7 days to 19th November per 100,000 resident population: 
Hertfordshire 241; Buntingford 406.6 with 34 people testing positive for the virus.  
These are very worrying figures for Buntingford when compared to Hertfordshire overall 
and to other towns. We have to ensure that we all stick to the Government guidance, 
Hands ï Face ï Space, to get the infection rate down. 

On a more positive note it is fantastic to finally receive some good 
news! The roll-out of a vaccine will hopefully start in December. It 
will take some time to be fully rolled out, but hopefully this will be 
the first step to getting back to some form of normality.  

There is a huge amount of work currently going on at the County 
Council in preparation for setting up mass vaccination and testing centres. Places like 
Duxford have already been selected as an appropriate location for the East of England 
area with its obvious military use, and others will come forward closer to home.  

Covid Marshals 
East Herts Council has introduced a team of Covid marshals to help local people and 
businesses understand and stick to the national Covid guidance and requirements, which 
are all aimed at driving down the Covid infection rate and keeping everyone safe. 

The marshals will be out talking to people and businesses across East Herts and can be 
recognised by their high-viz jackets. Their role is to help businesses to comply with the 
regulations and resolve any queries or issues that arise. At the same time, the marshals 
will be reminding the public of the importance of maintaining social distancing, wearing 
face masks and frequently sanitising or washing their hands. They will report concerns / 
issues to Environmental Health or to the Police where appropriate to investigate further. 

Cycle Rack 
I am sure readers will have seen the new 
2-tier cycle rack that has been installed 
at the top of Church Street (right). It has 
created a lot of comment with a mixture 
of positive and negative opinion.  

The rack was installed by East Herts 
Council following a successful bid from 
the Department for Transport (DfT) to 
improve and increase cycle parking 
provision in High Street and Town 
Centre locations. The area at the 
junction of Church Sreet and the High 
Street was chosen as an ideal location to 
encourage visitors to the High Street to 
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 use sustainable transport instead of private cars. Unfortunately the cycle rack system 
chosen, streetpods, were incorrectly supplied. I will be seeking to relocate the 2-tier rack 
to the more suitable car park area and obtain the correct racks for Church Street. 

Remembrance Sunday 
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions a reduced and socially distanced Remembrance Sunday 
Ceremony was held at the Buntingford War Memorial at Market Hill, organised by the 
Town Council with a service conducted by Rev Ian Hill. A limited number of wreaths were 
laid including those by Cllr Graham Waite, Mayor of Buntingford, two wreaths laid by 
Andrew Huggins on behalf of the Buntingford Branch Royal British Legion and the Armed 
Forces, and one by myself on behalf of the Chairman of East Herts Council. Residents 
were encouraged not to attend the ceremony and view the live webcast on the Town 
Council website. Despite that a good number of socially distanced residents did attend. 

Councillor Advice 
I receive many requests for advice and help on District or County Council matters. If you 
have any concerns that you need assistance with, I am always available on the contact 
details below. 

Wishing all residents a Very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year. 

Cllr Jeff Jones 
District and County Councillor, Buntingford Ward 
07836 232963 / Jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

,ÏÃÁÌ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌÌÏÒÓ ÌÁÙÉÎÇ ×ÒÅÁÔÈÓ ÏÎ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ  
,ÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ *Åǟ *ÏÎÅÓȟ !ÎÄÒÅ× (ÕÇÇÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÁÎ "ÕÌÌȢ 
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East Herts Council Community Grants 
Programme ï upcoming deadline 

East Herts Council is looking to support projects that strengthen the 
community and lead to the improved health and wellbeing of 
residents.  There is more than Ã80,000 of grant funding available for 
building improvement projects as well as socially distanced activities 

and services. These must be delivered according to government guidelines. Past 
projects which have been supported by Community Grants include a community garden, 
training for volunteers, Parkinsons Support Group, arts and crafts outreach, Menôs Shed 
projects and improvements to a bowls club. To find out more and to apply, go to https://
www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/funding-community-organisations-
and-individuals    The deadline for applications is 4th January 2021.   

Are you an informal voluntary group who needs some help to get back on your feet?  Or 
someone with a new idea which will benefit the local community during this difficult 
time?  If so, you are invited to apply for up to Ã300 any time. Please contact Claire on 
claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk to discuss your idea and ensure it meets our criteria.  

East Herts Council launches Lockdown Support  
Grant Scheme 

East Herts Council is now accepting applications for Covid-19 Local Restrictions Support 
Grants (LRSG) to help businesses across the district while national lockdown restrictions 
are in place. Eligible businesses are those that have been told to close by the 
government and include non-essential retail, leisure, personal care, sports facilities and 
hospitality business. 

Those eligible must have a rateable value, be liable for business rates, and have been 
trading before Wednesday 4th November and been required to close on Thursday 5th 
November. The grants will cover a four-week period to Wednesday 2nd December when 
the national lockdown is scheduled to end.  

The amounts payable are: 

¶ For properties with a rateable value of Ã15k or under, a grant of Ã1,334 per four 
weeks will be payable. 

¶ For properties with a rateable value of over Ã15k and below Ã51k, a grant of Ã2,000 
per four weeks will be payable. 

¶ For properties with a rateable value of Ã51k or over, a grant of Ã3,000 per four 
weeks will be payable. 

Cllr Geoff Williamson, Executive Member for Finance, said: ñWe know this year has 
been incredibly difficult for local businesses, who were just starting to get back on their 
feet and are now facing further uncertainty. If your business is eligible then please apply 
and we will process payments as quickly as possible. We would also encourage people 
in East Herts to spread the word and share the details of the scheme with those 
businesses they are aware of that might be eligible for support.ò 

For details of the Covid-19 Local Restrictions Support Grants (LRSG) and to apply visit: 
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-businesses-0/local-
restrictions-support-grant-lrsg.  

Over the next few weeks the council will also be launching a new discretionary scheme 
called the Additional Restrictions Grant (ARG).   

https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/funding-community-organisations-and-individuals
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/funding-community-organisations-and-individuals
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/funding-community-organisations-and-individuals
mailto:claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-businesses-0/local-restrictions-support-grant-lrsg
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-businesses-0/local-restrictions-support-grant-lrsg
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The FORQ executive were delighted 
that funding has been released by 
Buntingford Town Council for the 
River Rib Restoration Project and 
Detailed Design Plan. Please see the 
separate article below by Brian Lemay 
on the history of this project. 

The FORQ executive are very much missing direct contact with group members. We 
are therefore busy organising a public meeting, to be held via Zoom, for January 2021. 
Details will be sent out when available. We look forward to óseeingô as many people as 
can join us at the meeting.  

A new idea, called Chalk Streams First, has the potential to completely re-naturalise 
the flows in all of the Chilternsô chalk streams, according to Charley Rangeley-Wilson, 
author, conservationist and river restorationist. Furthermore, he says it could achieve 
this with potentially only a small net loss to overall public water supply. Charles 
presented his proposal and answered questions from various river groups during a 
Chalk Aquifer Alliance event in October. If you are interested to know more about the 
initiative, there are links to the recording of Charlesô lecture on both the FORQ and 
CAA websites. 

The CRAG Chalk Streams Summit was also held in October. CRAG is the Chalk 
Rivers Action Group, a high-level strategic group comprised of the water companies, 
regulators, DEFRA and the Chilterns AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty), who 
are working together to find ways of returning water to Englandôs chalk streams, in the 
Chilterns and beyond. Always keen to hear what other groups are looking to do to help 
their chalk streams, FORQ were pleased to be able to óattendô. There is a link to the 
recording of event on the FORQ website. 

Also on FORQôs website is a report on the Chiltern Champions Conference 2020. At 
first glance this may not seem to be all that relevant to FORQ and our own rivers, the 
Rib and Quin, but it gives a good insight into what Citizen Science is already delivering. 
We depend on Citizen Science to help us monitor our rivers. Useful links: 

https://friendsoftherib.wordpress.com/blog/ 

https://chalkaquiferalliance.wordpress.com/events/ 

Pauline Ayres, Communications FORQ 

Restoration Plan for the River Rib in Buntingford 

I would like to give readers an update on the progress of the Restoration Plan for the 
river through our town. First perhaps some background for anyone who is not aware of 
the plan. Our historic chalk stream ï yes, the Rib is a chalk stream ï has been neglected 
for many years. In summer we have very low water, stagnant muddy puddles with banks 
of silt and along Pigs Nose even the ducks have to walk. In the winter when the river is in 
spate more silt is washed into the river from the fields to the north. Silt kills all the river 
life in the natural gravel beds by cutting out the oxygen and the wildlife suffers from lack 
of drinkable water and food. Also over the last 50 years the river course has become 
heavily overgrown with bushes and trees. 

Early in the summer of 2019 the Town Council asked Hertfordshire and Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust (HMWT) to help us improve this valuable town asset. They produced an 
outline improvement plan for the river from north of the town, near the last houses in 

https://friendsoftherib.wordpress.com/blog/
https://chalkaquiferalliance.wordpress.com/events/
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Vicarage Road, to where the A10 crosses Aspenden Road in the South. This plan called 
for tree thinning to allow more light and rain into the river, river bed sculpting and  
re-gravelling to narrow and speed the flow of water to clean the gravel. It also called for 
alterations to weirs and fords to improve water flow. Buntingford Town Council 
expressed its commitment to the plan. 

The voluntary organisation called the Friends of the Rib and Quin (FORQ) was formed 
last year. Its remit is to care for and improve the whole of the Rib and Quin and our MP 
Sir Oliver Heald agreed to become FORQôS president.   

In February this year our Mayor Graham Waite hosted a meeting between members of 
FORQ, the Town Council and HMWT with representatives of the Environment Agency, 
Affinity Water and Thames Water. The aim was to establish contacts and a working 
relationship and to tell them of our plans. Actions were agreed and a follow-up meeting 
planned for May. Then the Covid pandemic struck bringing everything to a halt for most 
of the spring and early summer.  

While people were working behind the scenes it was discovered that to bring the HMWT 
plan to fruition we first needed to hire a consultant to produce a Detailed Design Plan 
based on the HMWT outline plan. This new plan will be like an architectôs drawing of the 
outline plan, which would be acceptable to the Environment Agency, to obtain the 
necessary permissions for any work in the river. HMWT suggested a company called 
Five Rivers, very experienced in producing river Detailed Design Plans, and a quotation 
was obtained. After discussions the Town Council agreed to fund this work and our first 
meeting with Five Rivers is at the end of November 2020. The Town Council have asked 
a representative from FORQ to join the discussions. Hopefully the completed plan will be 
ready to submit to the Environment Agency by the end of March 2021. 

In the long term FORQ are working with the Chalk Aquifer Alliance and an All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Chalk Streams with the aim of stopping water companies 
abstracting water from the chalk aquifers. When this happens the depleted chalk aquifers 
will fill again and start putting clean water into our river. 

I do urge all readers who 
are interested in this 
project to join The Friends 
of the Rib and Quin ï see 
their website for details ï 
as the more support they 
have the stronger their 
voice becomes. 

Itôs hoped that by early 
next year I will be able to 
update you again on the 
work Five Rivers have 
done. Once the plan has 
been accepted by the 
Environment Agency the 
real work will begin as we 
try to raise funds for the 
improvement work in the 
river itself. 

Councillor Brian Lemay, Buntingford Town Council 

brianlemay@btinternet.com 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÈÏ× Á ÃÈÁÌË ÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÌÏÏË ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙ  
ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ 2ÉÂ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÏË ÏÎÃÅ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅȢ 
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MY COVID JOURNEY 
 I opened my eyes as though I had been sleeping  
There were people around me and machines were bleeping, 
Where was I? Whatôs happening? I wanted to say.  
 My voice didnôt work, and I hurt where I lay. 
 

Youôre in hospital, the nurse said, do not worry or be scared. 
The expression in her eyes told me she cared. 
Behind their masks the staff did not look real, 
But I could tell they had looked after me while I had been so terribly ill. 
 

I wanted my family; I wanted my mum. 
But she is no longer here, and my family werenôt allowed to come. 
My legs were so weak, my chest was so sore. 
There was a hole in my throat that was not there before. 
 

This canôt be happening I wanted to say. 
When I came into hospital it was just for a day. 
A month had gone by while I laid in this bed. 
Youôre so lucky they stated, we thought youôd be dead. 
 

The long road began to get on my feet and strong 
I was allowed home to my family where I belong. 
The battle was hard, I needed lots of help. 
It was going to be a long journey to get back to myself. 
 

My legs wouldnôt work, my arms were so weak. 
I had a gravelly voice and it was hard to speak. 
The physios came, they helped me so much. 
Family and Friends tried to stay in touch. 
 

There were flowers and cards and lots of good wishes. 
The district nurse came to remove tracheotomy stitches. 
This was all going on and I was crying inside. 
I was in a dark place and I wanted to hide. 
 

I was tired and emotional and full of fear. 
I didnôt want to go out and wanted only family near. 
I had lots of counselling and it helped to talk. 
I started to feel I could go out for a walk. 
 

Then again, the COVID-19 numbers started to rise. 
With demonstrations and drinking it was no surprise. 
People were against lockdown but people were dying. 
There were more families losing loved ones and so many were crying. 
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BUNTINGFORD W.I. 
It's a shame that the 
Remembrance Service 
and parade could not take 
place as usual this year, 
but we laid our handmade 
wreath (right) on the War 
Memorial on November 
11th after the service was 
over. I think our craft ladies 
have done really well with 
their use of colours to 
make the wreath a bit 
different this year. 

By the time this Journal comes out our óChristmas 
Projectô, a crocheted and knitted Christmas cake (left), 
should be on display at the Library. Please do pop 
along to see it in all itôs full-sized glory if you can. 

Our Secretary, Pat Webb, continues to keep us updated 
with news from the Hertfordshire Federation, which 
arranges regular 'Zoom' talks on a wide range of 
subjects. We have no idea when we will be able to 
resume our meetings but with a vaccine hopefully not 
too far away we will keep our fingers crossed for the 
Spring.  Best wishes for Christmas from Buntingford WI 

and hereôs looking forward to some good news for 2021!  
Val Hume 

 
Stay in your bubbles and keep yourselves safe. 
Keep your distance and try to be brave. 
I am coming through now but itôs taken its toll. 
To be back to my old self is my final goal. 
 

I am so lucky to be here and thank the NHS staff 
All the nurses, the doctors, the physios who tried making me laugh. 
The councillor, my family, friends and partner who are getting me better 
This poem is to you. Itôs my own Thank You letter. 

Thank you one and all.  
You know who you are and I can never thank you enough. 

Jackie Smith 
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 Christmas in Buntingford Past and Present 
As Christmas draws nearer, we are left to wonder if this yearôs festivities will actually 
happen and what form they will take. We can be certain of one thing ï Christmas this 
year will definitely be different. You may think you are hard done by but what did the 
people in Buntingford do in years gone by? In this article we take a light-hearted look at 
how things were and what they are now. 

Have you ever wondered why we celebrate on the 25th December? You can read so 
many explanations but most religions say this was the day that Jesus was born, even 
though there is no actual record of his birth date. Most countries celebrate on the 25th, 
although some choose the 24th for their main festival. It appears that it may have first 
been celebrated in the Roman Empire as early as 336 AD. 

Christmas cards are a more recent invention. In 1843 Sir Henry Cole got an artist friend 
John Horsley to design a card that sold for 1 shilling (5p), which was a huge amount of 
money at the time. By 1870, due to improvements in printing, cards were more popular 
and could be posted for half a penny. Christmas crackers were invented by Tom Smith in 
the 1840s. They contained sweets and a motto but were not very popular until, in 1861, 
he added the bang and sales improved. Christmas trees have been used in pagan and 
Christian winter festivals for thousands of years. Many countries claim to have had the 
first Christmas trees, but Germany certainly made them very popular and they hung them 
with sweets, glass ornaments and biscuits. During Oliver Cromwellôs reign from 1640 to 
1660 Christmas festivities were banned in England as they were deemed too wasteful, 
with people eating and drinking far too much. Christmas as we know it really took off in 
the Victorian period, partly due to Prince Albertôs influence. 

By the 20th century, Christmas 
was well established and in 
Buntingford the shops would  
be stocked with treats to suit 
every pocket, as can be seen 
from this sample of adverts from 
the time. B.A. Edwards, the 
baker on Market Hill, advertised 
Christmas cakes, chocolates 
and bon-bons from the famous 
Lyons of London (left), boasting 
of displaying them in ñhygenic é 
dust-proof glass cases, free 
from germsò. N.L. Heselton, a 
High Street hairdresser (bottom 
left), offered  ñHair Waved for 
Christmasò for 1 shilling (5p) or 
1 shilling 6 pence (7.5p).  The 
draper Browneôs had a range of 
Yuletide gifts at a range of 
prices (top left). While the local 
electricity company, North Met, 
urged people to give ñusefulò 
gifts for Christmas (top right).  

A big event from 1919 was the 
Annual Christmas Fat Stock 
Show and Sale, held on Market 
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Hill. Local farmers would enter their prize animals 
and the local butchers would bid against each other 
to buy the best for sale in their shops for Christmas. 
The advert below was for the 12th annual show,  

held in 1931. Moss & Sons, the 
grocers, would buy pigs at the 
auction to make into pork pies 
and sausages ï see advert 
overleaf. They also attended 
other food trade shows, such as 
the London Dairy Show, where 
they purchased vast stocks of 
Cheddar and Cheshire cheeses. 

A week after the Fat Stock Show another show was held in the town, this one for 
poultry, rabbits and eggs. In 1931 the auctioneer was once again G. Scarborough Taylor 
and the prices achieved were reported in the local press (page 24, top right). Much of 
the produce would find its way into the local butchersô shops, producing impressive 
displays to tempt the public. The photo on page 24 shows the Christmas display of meat 
and poultry outside Jacksonôs, the local butcher on Church Street. 
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Many residents seem to remember Burrells, formerly Days Newsagents (now The Coffee 
Shop). In the lead up to Christmas children would visit the room at the rear of the shop to 
decide what presents they hoped to get. Jennie Keeling remembers going there and the 
excitement of seeing all the toys ï they all thought it was a huge display but by todayôs 
standards it must have been quite small. A couple of weeks before the big day Father 
Christmas would arrive and local children would visit him to place their wishes. Most of 
the children realised this was actually Mr Milton from Norfolk Road, but they dared not 
say anything in case they didnôt get a visit from the real Santa on the 25th. Jennie 
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remembers going to see the ñrealò 
Father Christmas at Welwyn Stores 
(now John Lewis), travelling there 
with her parents and sister Karen in 
her Dadôs milk round van. Jennie still 
has this photo (right) of the event. 

There was plenty of entertainment 
going on in Buntingford in the build up 
to Christmas. The cinema would put 
on films ï in 1932 the main attraction 
was Buster Keaton in óThe Passionate 
Plumberô. Local clubs and societies 
held parties for their members and the 
children. In 1932, Aspenden WI held 
a party for about 100 people which 
included a film show about the local 
area from Harry Clarke, a talk by the 
W.I. presidentôs husband, Captain H 
Williams, then a sumptuous tea and a 
visit from Santa who gave the children 
presents. This was followed by 
games, dancing and singing, which 
went on till 11pm. Tyneholme School, 
at 10 High Street, gave a concert at 
which Ã6 was raised for the WI and 
the Nursing Association.  

It wasnôt until the 1950s that TV became more accessible, prior to that the radio played 
an important part in entertaining people. The BBC started radio broadcasts in 1920 and 
in 1932 King George V made the first Christmas speech by a reigning monarch, although 
he had first been asked to do this as early as 1923. The Queen made the first televised 
Christmas speech in 1957. As TV became more popular the broadcasters commissioned 
Christmas Specials of their big programmes. I wonder what programmes we will see this 
year? One film I think we can be sure of is óThe Wizard of Ozô! 

The local churches would be especially busy, although in 1931 a newspaper report said 
that the childrenôs carol service was ñdisappointingly attendedò by parents, who didnôt 
hear the children singing as they put their heart and soul into the songs. At St Richardôs 
the Catholic priest was very busy. The first service was a Midnight Mass that was always 
very well attended. Jennie remembers going with her family even as a young child. The 
crib was the highlight, the stable being about 6ft square, and the event culminated with 
baby Jesus being laid in the crib. The next service was at the convent chapel at St 
Faithôs, with a third service at St Richardôs at 9am on Christmas morning. The United 
Reformed Church always held a Christmas Day service. They often attended Bridgefoot 
House in the weeks before to sing Carols to the workhouse residents. In more recent 
times the children have written and performed their own nativity to the URC 
congregation, although unfortunately this wonôt be the case this year. 

Most of the pubs in the town had a ñslate clubò which a group of the patrons would pay a 
small amount into each week. This was mainly to cover periods of sickness as there was 
no national health service, but any remaining money was shared out amongst members 
at Christmas to help with the extra expense. In 1932 it was reported that The White Hart 
was able to pay out Ã1.23p to each member as only one person had drawn on the sick 
fund. The Chequers had paid out over Ã18 in sick benefits so their members received 
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 just Ã1.04p each. Members of The Jolly Sailors club, reported to be the oldest, paid out 
Ã1.50p to each member. In 1912 the URC had a newly formed club with 50 members. In 
1932 they had paid out Ã20 in sickness benefit so there was less to share out at 
Christmas, but even so members received Ã1.08p each. 

You might think that Bridgefoot House, the workhouse or Union as it was better known, 
would be an awful place to spend Christmas, but the Butlers, the last master and matron, 
tried to make it as festive as possible for the residents. They decorated the rooms with 
evergreen sprigs and paper chains and the day began with a breakfast of ham and 
coffee. Dinner was roast pork with vegetables followed by plum pudding. Ale and mineral 
water accompanied the meal, with chicken being given to sick residents. 

The piano was played by a local and the vicar and his wife held a carol service during 
the afternoon. Many local dignitaries ï including Frank Cannon of Hyde Hall, Dr and Mrs 
Dixon, and Mr Marshall to name but a few ï provided treats for the residents. On Boxing 
Day there was a party after tea at which, since 1922, Stanley Thody came with his 
Buntingford Fireside Pierrots to give a human puppet show. Many of the residents joined 
in with songs and poems and more presents were given by local people. It must have 
been quite a jolly affair as a local newspaper report from the 1930s stated that James 
Dilly (83), described as a ñyoung residentò, was still dancing at 10pm. 

In December for many years Buntingford charities would distribute ñLittle Loavesò and a 
quantity of coal to poor families in the town. In 1930 local baker Mr G Pearce supplied 
200 loaves for distribution and the local coal merchants supplied the coal.  

During the war years Christmas was, of course, a far more subdued affair with so many 
families having loved ones either killed in action or serving away from home and, in the 
Second World War, evacuees living locally who were not able to see their parents. Food 
was rationed in both wars. In 1940 a weekôs ration per person was 4oz bacon/ham, meat 
to the value of about 2 chops, 2oz butter, 4oz margarine, 4oz cooking fat, 3 pints of milk 

and 8oz of sugar. Toys and sweets 
were in short supply, so Santaôs sack 
would have been a lot lighter. 

Rosemary English (nee Cannon) 
remembers her father Frank, owner 
of Hyde Hall Farm, packing up 
chickens for friends he thought might 
appreciate them. Decorating the 
house and Christmas shopping was 
left until Christmas Eve, but food 
preparations had been going on for 
weeks. The extended family of about 
15 sat down together for Christmas 
dinner consuming a turkey bred on 
the farm. After dinner Rosemary and 
her cousin Elizabeth Davies would 
put on a play they had written with 
Frankôs help. Elizabeth remembers 
getting a stocking filled with small 
items, sweets and chocolate if 
available. She often asked for books 
as presents from family members. 

On Boxing Day local football teams 
would often play, weather permitting. 

4ÈÅÓÅ ÄÁÙÓ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ  
ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ ΧίΩΦ 
ÁÄÖÅÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÏÓÔÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÓÈÏ×Óȟ ÂÁÃË ÔÈÅÎ  
ÔÈÅÙ ÅÖÅÎ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ ÐÏÓÔ ÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ $ÁÙȟ Á 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÅÎÄÅÄ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ΧίάΦȢ 
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The Puckeridge Hunt would ride 
out ï in 1927 they met at Brent 
Pelham. In the evening there 
would often be an event at Benson 
Hall, like this fancy dress carnival 
(right); the Ladiesô first prize went 
to Mrs Tompkins for her gypsy 
costime. In 1933 the British Legion 
held a party for their membersô 
children, with a large tea followed 
by singing and games. The 
children went home with a gift, 
sweets, an orange, piece of cake 
and a sausage roll. And Baronet 
Sir Arthur Lushington of Aspenden 
Hall always laid on a party for the 
children and the old people of the 
village, with a sumptuous tea and 
gifts from the Christmas tree, all 
supplied by Sir Arthur. 

Buntingfordôs biggest employer in the 60s and 70s was Sainsburyôs, which would have 
been very busy in the lead up to Christmas, with staff working extra shifts to keep the 
Sainsburyôs stores well stocked. Then on New Yearôs Eve a dance was held in the staff 
canteen, with excess tickets being snapped up by townôs people. Elsewhere on New 
Yearôs Eve dances were held in local halls with local bands playing. It was a busy time of 
year for the many bands in the Town, which included the Brass Band, Silver Band, Mavis 
Band and Mascot Band, to name but a few. New Year at Bridgefoot House saw their 
annual sausage dinner, which in 1933 was supplied by Mr and Mrs Harnett of the Manor 
House. They also distributed tea for the ladies and tobacco for the men and the residents 
gave hearty cheers to the couple for their generosity.  

So, what will this year be like for the residents and tradesô people of Buntingford? There 
will be no physical church services, only Zoom, or for those without computers a printed 
home pack. The Lights of Love ceremony also moved online, although remembrance 
stars will be available from the Manor House for people to hang on the Christmas tree. 
The Christmas market was cancelled, although there are plans for a daytime ówalking 
marketô on December 6

th
. The local Scoutsô Sleigh Run will not be doing the rounds, the 

Seniorsô Christmas Lunch is cancelled and even visits to see Santa have gone óvirtualô. 

But letôs not be down-hearted! By the time you read this the Christmas lights will be lit, 
bringing a bit of Christmas cheer to the town. Hopefully the ónon-essentialô shops, pubs, 
and restaurants will be able to open, even if we do have to observe social distancing and 
wear masks to go in them. Buckland Barn, which has been selling all things Christmas 
for 13 years, had to close its doors for November, but they are doing óclick and collectô 
and hopefully customers will be able to visit in December to see their enchanting display. 
We may find our stockings filled with different things this year ï soaps, hand sanitizer, 
face masks come to mind, and the essential loo rolls, a definite must have ï but it will still 
be Christmas so try to be of good cheer!  

Whatever form your Christmas takes this year, from all at the Local History Group have a 
Happy and Safe Christmas and hopefully a Better New Year in 2021. 

Carol Emery 

All newspaper clippings are courtesy of Buntingford In Old Newspapers and the photo  
of Jacksonôs the butcher is from Buntingford In Old Photographs, both on Facebook. 
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 The London Marathon 2020 with a Difference! 

Itôs the beginning of November as I sit here and write this and Iôm thinking about how 
things have changed since my last piece for the Journal. Life for us all is very different no 
matter where we are in the world. So, it was with a heavy heart, but not a surprise, that I 
heard the news that the London Marathon was postponed to 4th October/ I accepted the 
fact that I wouldnôt be running it this year but thankfully was able to defer my place to 
next year. Then it was announced that the mass race could be run virtually, anywhere in 
the world! Initially the thought of running 26.2 miles around Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, 
was not very appealing, but then I thought: Å This is the 40th race; Å Iôd have 24 hours to 
complete it; Å I will be running the London Marathon in Kalgoorlie, during a pandemic!  
Å My friend Louise offered to run it with me; Å This is a once in a lifetime experience 
(hopefully); Å Iôll still get the official medal and finisherôs t-shirt. 

So Louise and I planned the route.(my hat goes off to anyone who plans race routes ï 
getting the exact distance is REALLY hard!) The idea was to take in local landmarks 
such as The Super Pit, one of the largest open cut goldmines in Australia, the School of 
the Air (SOTA) and the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS), along the 42.2km (26.2 
mile) route and have our photos taken with pictures of London landmarks at about the 
same distance as we would have seen them in London.  

It worked out really well on the day. Some friends and members of our local running club 
came to see us off, a few runners joined us along the way at different points and a small 
welcoming committee saw us arrive home! Two of Louiseôs children held the finishing 
tape, which was an Anthony Nolan banner because, remember, this was all to raise 
money for the Anthony Nolan charity that works in the areas of leukaemia and stem cell 
transplantation and has a registry to match donors with people in desperate need. I am 
pleased to announce that I raised over Ã3000, with my mum Hilary Curtis raising over 
Ã400 through sponsors (Ã331) and making muffins (Ã100). Thanks Mum, and thanks so 
much to the many generous people in Buntingford who supported me!  

Although there was no official medal awaiting us as 
we crossed the line, another friend, Lyndel, had kindly 
got some made for us ï here we are at the finish line, 
medals in hand. All in all, the day was a great success 
and I was over the moon to knock 17 minutes off my 
time at last yearôs London Marathon time. It would 
have been even quicker if my knee hadnôt given me 
such pain from mile 22 onwards!  

While the pandemic continues, so does the work of 
the charity. People are still being diagnosed with blood 
cancers and still need stem cell transplants. Maybe 
you could become a donor or know someone who 
might?  If youôre between 16 and 30 years go to 
www.anthonynolan.org to find out more. As the 
charity says ñéour charity helps three people each 
day find that lifesaving match. But without you, there is 
no cure.òô Be a lifesaver and join the register today! 

As it stands right now, I will be flying over to England to run the London Marathon again 
in April 2022 ï and, of course, visit my Mum and Buntingford. Hopefully the world will be 
a different place by then and the London Marathon will back to the incredible event it has 
always been. 

Sally de Koning 

http://www.anthonynolan.org
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Vurchoo Jewellery ï the 
gift that gives twice 

If you're looking for a special gift for 
someone this Christmas, or any time of the 
year, why not take a look at Vurchoo 
Jewellery, elegant designs with a meaning 
far beyond the price tag. Vurchoo was 
founded in 2015 by Alex Angel-Benscher, 
who lives in Buntingford with his partner,  
his two young boys and Ollie, their cocker 
spaniel. Starting the company was made 
possible by help and funding from The 
Princeôs Trust, a charity founded more than 
40 years ago by Prince Charles which has 

enabled many young people to make the most of their talents and follow their dreams.  

Alexôs artistic journey began in Essex where he grew up and first learned to draw, putting 
his skills to use on the streets as a graffiti artist. He was in his late 20s when he was 
made redundant in the last recession, so he bought a one-way plane ticket and set off 
travelling. For 14 months he explored the world, sometimes working, sometimes 
volunteering, until one day a ólightbulbô moment showed him a way to focus his passion 
for design into something worthwhile. The idea for Vurchoo was planted as Alex watched 
Cambodian street children making and selling whatever they could to survive, some of 
them displaying fantastic creative abilities. At that moment Alex knew he wanted to use 
his talent for design to help these children and others like them. If he could create 
timeless pieces of jewellery inspired by the children, perhaps he could build a brand that 
would have a positive impact on the world we live in. 

Returning to England, Alex set about trying to get his idea off the ground. The 
breakthrough came when The Prince's Trust agreed to back him. His plan was to work 
with schools from around the globe that needed an extra source of income. For 
inspiration he drew on the stories of the children themselves. He asked them to draw 
whatever meant the most to them, and as he describes it the results he got were 
fantastic, not only reflecting each childôs story but also the culture they came from, from 
the colours of Africa to the emotions of Asia.  

Just a year after launching Vurchoo, Alex was named as one of the rising stars of the 
retail jewellery trade and a finalist in the UK Jewellery Awards. He was a finalist again in 
2018 and in 2020 was nominated for their Ethical Business award. Each design has a 
story behind it and for every piece sold Vurchoo returns a portion of the sale to the 
schools involved and to charities in the UK and overseas. In this way every sale helps the 
children and their communities. By giving 
Vurchoo jewellery you are not only giving a 
beautiful gift to someone you love, you are 
also giving hope to someone who needs it. 

You can find out more about Alex and view 
the collection at vurchoo.co.uk. Vurchoo 
jewellery is also now stocked by 17 shops 
around the UK. If you want to place an 
order online, enter the code Web10 to 
obtain a 10% discount offered to Journal 
readers. If you have any queries, you can 
contact Alex at alex@vurchoo.co.uk. 
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 ñChristmas wonôt be Christmas éò 

Borrowing the first line from óLittle Womenô by Louisa May Alcott: ñChristmas wonôt be 
Christmas without any presents!ò Lucy was inconsolable. Jack burst into tears. ñDoesnôt 
Father Christmas like us any more?ò he wailed. 

Lucy was a bit older and hadnôt really been expecting Santa, but she had been expecting 
presents. ñItôs not fairò she said. ñMy friends will all have presents and Iôll be left out!ò 

Their Mum tried to console them. Of course Father Christmas still liked them. Itôs just that 
he has too many children to get to this year, so some will have to wait for a while. Jane 
could hardly hold back the tears as she hugged her children to her.  

ñYou have lots of toys,ò she said, ñsome children donôt even have food or shoes.ò 

Jack was not impressed. ñThey can have my shoes if they want,ò he said, ñand they can 
have my sprouts and my yucky porridge.ò 

Jane had always struggled to give the children a good Christmas, but this year she was 
behind with the rent and had to buy extra jumpers from charity shops to keep them all 
warm. There was no way she could afford to put the heating on. She would manage to 
give them a good meal on Christmas Day, but presents were out of the question. 

Children these days wanted expensive gifts, and werenôt satisfied with the cheap bits and 
pieces that Santa had left in her stockings when she was a child. Children have far too 
much, she thought, and are selfish and self-obsessed. It wouldnôt hurt them to go without 
for once. 

Suddenly anger enveloped her. Anger at herself for losing her job, anger at her husband 
for leaving her, anger at the children for their constant demands and expectations, anger 
at the world for expecting her to look after the children, the house and find a full-time job. 
Anger at her loneliness and uselessness. 

Her rage felt dangerous, out of control, so she reigned it in and sobbed the despair from 
her body. Exhausted, she applied herself back to her everyday chores. The school run, 
shopping, cleaning, washing. Groundhog Day. 

It was three days before Christmas and Jane sat with the children, wrapped in blankets, 
cutting out strips of old newspapers, which the children painted in bright colours and tied 
with cotton to make decorations. They were happy enough when they went to bed, and 
Jane, overcome with exhaustion, fell asleep on the sofa. 

She awoke with a start as she thought she heard the back door open and close. Her 
watch said 1.34am. Could she really have slept that long? Rain hammered at the 
windows. Had she misheard? Was it the wind? Surely she had locked the back door?  

And then, in front of her stood a youth in a hoodie. The intruder was dripping wet. She 
recognised him at once. 

ñMichael Jamesò, she snapped. ñWhat on earth do you think youôre doing? Dear God, are 
you trying to give me a heart attack?ò 

ñSorry Mrs Goodwin, I forgot you lived hereò, came the sheepish reply. ñYou really 
shouldnôt leave your door unlocked.ò 

ñOf course you know I live here! My kids could have seen you éò 

ñSorryò, he repeated as he turned to leave. Michael was not much more than a child 
himself. 
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ñCome back hereò, demanded Jane. ñWhat were you planning to do?ò 

To her amazement he burst into tears and slumped onto an armchair. 

ñMum died a few months ago and the flat was repossessed. I went to live with Dad, but 
he threw me outéò, his voice cracked and his body shook with the sobs. ñI just needed 
somewhere to stay and I didnôt know what to do.ò  

Jane had known Michael since the day he was born. He was a good kid. She hated to 
see him heading for a life of crime. His mother worked hard to do her best for him, and 
Jane was saddened to hear of her death. 

ñGet those wet things off,ò she said. ñMr Goodwin left some of his clothes here. Iôm sure I 
can find you some jeans and a jumper.ò 

She went in search of the clothes, feeling shaky, but in a strange way amused that she 
was giving a burglar her husband's clothes. 

Christmas dinner could stretch to one more, and the children adored having a rough and 
tumble with Michael. He even told them the Christmas stories that his mother used to tell 
him, and while Jane cooked the dinner he took the children to the park where they 
collected some small branches to make their own Christmas tree, which they decorated 
with ribbons and glitter.  

Santa didnôt come, so there were no presents for the tree, but the children learned that 
they could have fun without new toys, and a young man found a new family. 

Sue Shearing ï Buntingford Writers Group   

Back in October we were running our Hybrid Studio,  
8 Zoom classes a week and were back up to 13 face-to-
face classes ï Full Body Workouts, U3A classes, Fellaôs 
Fitness, Pilates and Dance Fit, with excellent turnouts. 
Then BOOM, Lockdown 2 arrived. Was this going to stop 
us? NO! We went back to our Live Studio full time, with 
many face-to-face participants joining us back online. 

During November we set a 
Challenge of ó3000 squats for 
Novemberô, which means 100 
squats per day! And WOW,  

I was blown away by how many took part, especially as I 
could never have predicted Lockdown 2 when I planned the 
challenge. Thank goodness we had recorded squat videos 
for everyone to perform along to!  As I write this, we have 
raised over Ã500 for Refuge. 

What do we have planned for December? 
During Lockdown 1 we held quiz nights, Bingo & Fun evenings, so this December we 
decided to hold a Christmas Quiz. Hopefully (fingers crossed!) weôll be allowed out of 
Lockdown on the predicted date so we can continue to keep the community fit, both 
physically and mentally, but otherwise weôll carry on with our fitness family online. 

I would like to thank the Seth Ward Community Centre and Layston School for allowing 
me to run most of my classes outside on their grounds, when the weather permitted.   

Jacqui Smith, Personal Trainer 
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The Buntingford Journal is delivered FREE to members of the  

Buntingford Civic Society,  or it can be purchased from:   

THE CO-OP  ·  DELISSIMO  ·  LOCKS, STOCK & MORE ·  MARK DOEL  

McCOLLôS (The Post Ofice)  ·  PIGGOTTS   

TIPS FOR FINANCIAL WELLBEING 

This has been a challenging time for many of us. The 
following short guide is intended to help you maintain 
financial wellbeing and to provide practical steps if 
youôre struggling to make ends meet.   

Maximise your Income 
A reduction in income means you may not be able to meet your expenses but there are 
many ways in which you can top up your income. Applying for benefits is one way of 
doing this. Our online benefits calculator shows you what benefits you might be eligible 
for  ï see www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/benefits-calculator/  

Minimise your Expenses  
When your income drops, you need to cut your overheads. Start with the non-essential 
expenses. Cancel unnecessary services, but check the contracts to make sure you are 
not breaching any agreements. Cancel the related direct debits to make sure that 
payments do not go out, and inform the service provider that you have cancelled the 
service. It has to be a mutual agreement.  

Rent/Mortgages 
Speak to your landlord or mortgage provider. You may be able to get a payment holiday 
or a payment break. To read the FCA (Financial Conduct Authority) announcement 
regarding Mortgage Payment Holidays go to: https://www.fca.org.uk/consumers/
mortgages-coronavirus-consumers  

Manage your Debts  

¶ Credit Cards/Unsecured Loans ï Speak to your credit card companies and loan 
providers as they will have Covid policies in place. They may have policies in place to 
support you in managing your debts, but beware and read the fine print. You may 
end up increasing your monthly contractual repayments to repay any amounts owed 
during the break.  

¶ Secured Loans (Car Finances/Hire Purchases) ï These are priority debts. Non-
payment of these debts will result in the loss of the items secured within the contract. 
You should be very careful when negotiating any reduced payments. Once again, 
most contracts include provision for payment holidays or breaks. Read the fine print 
before agreeing to anything.  

Budgeting 
This will help you to manage your finances. The Money Saving Expert has a great article 
on how to budget: www.moneysavingexpert.com/banking/budget-planning  

For more help or to speak to someone:  We are always on hand at Citizens Advice to 
provide you with free, confidential and impartial advice and support. 

For more details: www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk  
Message Line  ï  01920 459944 (any time)  
Advice Line  ï  0800 144 8848 (Mon-Fri 10am-4pm)  

https://www.fca.org.uk/consumers/mortgages-coronavirus-consumers
https://www.fca.org.uk/consumers/mortgages-coronavirus-consumers
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/banking/budget-planning/
http://www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/
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Things That Go Bump in the Night 

Sitting at home one evening, in the last week of October, watching TV, I was startled by 
a loud bang that seemed to come from my kitchen. Katie shot off the sofa ï she claimed 
this as her downstairs bed shortly after I got her ï and started barking furiously in the 
kitchen. I went outside but could see nothing and the street was dark and deserted. Next 
morning when I drew the blinds there was an imprint of a bird on the window. Going 
outside I spotted a dead wood pigeon on my driveway. It must have flown into my 
kitchen window and that was the bang I heard. Other than owls, I had no idea birds flew 
at night; most odd. 

Talking about birds, I read Christineôs snippet in the October journal about lack of garden 
birds and how some thought red kites were to blame. There was also a nice picture of a 
cat, but as Christine said kitty might be the guilty party rather than the kites. The RSPB 
estimate that cats in the UK catch up to 100 million prey items over spring and summer, 
of which 27 million are birds. The most frequently caught birds are house sparrows, blue 
tits, blackbirds and starlings.  

Red kites like this, on the other hand, are 
opportunistic hunters and they feed mostly 
on dead animals. They do capture some 
live prey, such as young gulls and crows 
and small rodents, but the most common 
live prey they eat is earthworms. Small 
birds are generally too quick for red kites, 
which are not designed to catch agile prey 
as they are not the most manoeuvrable of 
birds. They could almost be described as 
lazy hunters and are much better suited to 
scavenging for carrion. Thatôs probably 
why I see them circling over the A10 most days looking for road kill. Road kill is rather 
slow moving ï it canôt run or fly away! 

Seeing the abundance of berries and seeds in our hedgerows, I rather suspect garden 
birds are still feeding in the countryside. Holly, hawthorn, blackthorn, rowan, juniper and 
dog rose are all abundant. Once this food source is exhausted and the cold weather 
starts I think the wild birds will return to our garden feeders. But pigeons and collared 
doves have returned to my garden in some numbers already! 

There is an óold countrymenôs taleô that says that lots of autumn fruit indicates a cold 
winter to come. The more likely cause of lots of fruit is favourable growing conditions 
during a warm moist summer and autumn, but I still wonder if we are going to get a cold 
winter this year and will our garden birds return?  I do hope so.  

Be warned, a silly joke follows: 

There was a turkey that walked into a shop and said, ñGot any sweets?ò The shopkeeper 
said, ñNo, we donôt.ò The next day, the turkey went into the same shop and asked the 
same thing and got the same answer. The turkey kept going back every day for a week 
and asked the same thing and kept getting the same answer until the shopkeeper got so 
angry he said, ñif you come in here and ask that again, I will hit you on the head with a 
hammer!ò The next day, the turkey returns to the shop and asks, ñGot any hammers?ò 
The shopkeeper says, ñNo.ò  Then the turkey asks, ñGot any sweets?ò 

Happy Christmas 

Brian Lemay 
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 Itôs been a very busy few weeks here at 
Attend2Health.  I realise this latest lockdown 
has been tough on a lot of businesses and 
Attend2Health is very grateful this time 
round to be classed as essential healthcare. 

This means we have been 
able to remain open for 
Chiropractic, Osteopathy, 
Physiotherapy, Podiatry and 
Sports Massage ï but not 
just for a relaxing massage, it 
has to be to treat an injury. 

The new premises have also 
made good progress. The 
partitions have gone up and 
the plaster boarding has 
been completed in several 
places so I can really see 
how big the new rooms are 
going to be. There will be six 
treatment rooms downstairs, 
a couple of which are shown 
here (below left). Upstairs 
there are a further three 
rooms plus a meeting room, 
waiting room and staff room.  

 

The children have been a great help with 
taking the wallpaper off the walls (below).   

Next week the plasterers will start plastering 
the partitions downstairs.   

Itôs great to see the clinic taking shape!  

Louise Hampton 

4ÈÅ ÎÅ× 2ÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅÁ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ  
ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅȢ   
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Merry Christmas 
from everyone at the  

Buntingford Choir 
 

Letôs hope for good news in the New Year, and have 
us all singing together once more! 

 

For information go to our website: www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk 

Or e-mail: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Introducing óThe Studios @ Watermillô 

The Studios ï shown 
here in an artistôs 
impression ï are 
being developed by 
Tony Hoodless, who 
lives with his family 
in Little Hadham. 
Last year, Tony 
developed 17 larger 
industrial units on 
the Watermill Estate 
off Aspenden Road. 
Of those units, the first phase was reserved even before completion and Tony noted that 
there was significant demand for smaller, more affordable creative spaces in the area, so 
he asked his architect what could be done. The result is The Studios. 

The concept is to provide a comfortable, relaxed environment that will feel good and 
encourage creativity and productivity. Set in a sustainable natural setting on the edge of 
open farmland, The Studios will provide new creative office space within a short walk of 
Buntingford town centre, with good accessibility and ample parking on site. There is a 
community feel within the existing businesses on the estate and it is felt that The Studios 
will add to this. The area is going to be very green, with sustainable construction 
methods and surfacing ï even the roads are going to be grasscrete. The estate has 
superfast fibre broadband and this will be available to all studios. Too many people drive 
south down the A10 every day, so hopefully these new workspaces will improve peopleôs 
lives and the environment by encouraging more local employment. 

The Studios range from 200 to 720sq.ft. and will be available on flexible terms from  
early 2021. They are in Class E of the new planning use regulations which came into 
operation in September, so can be used for a wide variety of businesses, from retail  
to professional services, sports and recreation to research and development. For the 
complete list of approved uses go to http://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/
common_ projects/9/change_of_use   

So if you are looking for space to do business, space to be creative, or just some more 
space, get in touch with Tony on  07973 531040 or email  tony@billingford.com  

http://www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
mailto:info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/9/change_of_use
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/9/change_of_use
mailto:tony@billingford.com
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 We have now finished a one-month Second 
Lockdown which meant that we couldnôt even 
meet in groups of six. All our meeting and chats 
were either on WhatsApp or Zoom. Our monthly 
Zoom meeting was óFoolôs Goldô, when  Carol 
and Steve Robson entertained us for an hour 
with folk songs and their background stories.  We 
have also received invitations to join other u3as 
as well as BALFF at their Zoom talks. Sadly, 
there is nothing more for me to report on so, just 

like the tele, I thought perhaps we should have a repeat. Here is an extended report on 
the Church Crawlersô visit to St Nicholas in Stevenage.   

Jean Cook 

U3A Church Crawlers is a group with an interest in church architecture and history and 
visits churches on secular visits. As Group Leader, when I was asked to write about one 
óspecialô visit we have done, I was bemused. We have had so many varied, interesting 
visits in the past 6 years, not all to Christian churches as we go to different faiths. 

I decided on St Nicholas Church in Stevenage. As a Grade 1 listed building it is, 
unsurprisingly, the oldest building in Stevenage and among the oldest churches in 
Hertfordshire. It was built on the site of a 7th-century Saxon settlement. Itôs Tower, with 
the Hertfordshire spike on top, is a local landmark and built of flint from hills north of the 
town, with some local Hertfordshire puddingstone. At 900 years old, the Tower is the 
oldest part of the church. It is 52 feet high, with walls 5ft thick at the base narrowing to  
3ft at the top. It was probably built for defensive purposes with arrow slits at one time. 

The Parish boundaries were set in the 1100s and lasted for 850 years. The word 
Stevenage is thought to stem from the Old English óStigeace or Stithenaceô meaning 
Strong Oak or Gate. St Nicholas Church started off in the Diocese of Lincoln, then 
London and is now in the St Albans Diocese. 

Some of the early church ornaments, statues and glass was damaged during the 
Reformation and more damage came during the Civil War. There is very little stained 
glass left except for a small window tucked away behind the organ in what was once 
known as the Trinity Chapel. The glass in the window at the top is thought to be Tudor. 

There is some ancient graffiti on some columns interesting enough for a student to write 
a thesis on. The Lady Chapel has an effigy which was found in the 1800s, at the time 
being used as a step. From her clothing, it is thought that she is in memory of an 
unknown lady from the time of Edward I. 

There are 6 miserericords  Ƶ old seats for clergy, which lift up and would partially support 
a tired monk during long periods standing at prayer! They are thought to have come from 
a nearby Abbey closed during the Reformation. 

I was amazed by the stairs leading to the 8-Bell Tower, having never seen any like them 
before. They have been dendro-dated (the scientific dating of tree rings which can be 
very exact apparently) to 1360-1382 and are a rare example.  

The present pews are from the 1960s by the famous craftsman Richard Thompson, 
whose trademark is a mouse. Both children and adults alike go round counting them but I 
am not telling you how many there are; you must visit and count them yourselves!! 

Outside, when we went, the police were just leaving after one of their regular visits as the 
secluded churchyard is, unfortunately, used by drug addicts. The large churchyard is a 
conservation area with many ancient trees and several War Commission Graves. The 
most well-known memorial is to E.M. Forster who wrote óHowardôs Endô and óRoom with a 

Buntingford 
 

Learn, Laugh, Live 
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Viewô and lived nearby. You will not believe you are so close to Stevenage New Town. 
Do visit this church if you are in the area, and WHEN the Covid crisis is over, do think 
about joining Buntingford U3A Church Crawlers. 

Marion Ling, Group Leader, Church Crawlers 

www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford   

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford

