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USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

POLICE STATION:

Saturday Police surgeries:

GAS:

ELECTRICITY:

WATER (Three Valleys):
DOCTORS:

FAMILY PLANNING:

BASH (Buntingford Action
For Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE,
HATE or RAPE CRIME:

LOCAL COUNCILS:

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY:

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS
ADVICE BUREAU:

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE:

Baldock Road, Buntingford

Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222

First Saturday of the month, 10:00am — 12noon in the
Manor House

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325

The Medical Centre — White Hart Close
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Orchard Surgery — Baldock Road

Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours)

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm — 8:30pm at The
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments,
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484

Confidential Information Help-line, telephone 01992
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999)

East Herts District Council — telephone 01279 655261
Housing — telephone 01279 714714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373852

Buntingford Town Council — telephone 01763 272222
Hertfordshire Highways — telephone 01438 737320

Telephone: 01438 737333 (enquiries)

01438 737373 (renewals)
Mondays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 - 18:00
Tuesdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Wednesdays: CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursdays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 — 18:00
Fridays: 09:00 —13:00 14:00 - 18:00
Saturdays: 09:00 —13:00 CLOSED
The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford
Telephone 0844 848 9700
Mondays: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Wednesdays:  10:00am — 1:00pm

Telephone advice available Mon — Thurs, 10:00am — 4:00pm

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road

Mondays — Fridays  5:00pm — 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am — 1:00pm

Open:



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

December
Tuesday 1%

Wednesday 2™
Wednesday 2™

Thursday 3™
Friday 4"

Wednesday 9"
Thursday 10"

Monday 14"

Wednesday 16"
Friday 18"

Monday 21

January
Monday 5"

Saturday 9"

Monday 11"

Thursday 14"

Friday 15"

Wednesday 20"
Wednesday 27"

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society — Benson Hall. Enquiries
01920 438482.

10:30am — 11:30am Buntingford Day Centre 'Carer's Surgery.' See page
45.

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock
Road, Buntingford.

6:00pm — 10:00pm Fashion Jewellery House Party. See page 38.
Buntingford Late Night Shopping and Christmas Market. See page 12 for
details.

5:45pm - 7:00pm Lights of Love Ceremony,
Buntingford.

10:30am — 12noon BALA Christmas Coffee Morning at Benson Hall.
7:00pm — 9:00pm Edwinstree Christmas Flower Arranging Demonstration.
See page 19 for details.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall where Keith Baldwin will
bring ‘Christmas Greetings’.

8:00pm British Legion at the Crown Public House, Market Hill.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford U3A Seth Ward Community Centre. Speaker
Ron Terling, on the 'New River.'

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

8:00pm Buntingford Railway and Local History Society. Speaker Richard
Tremaine on 'Railway Miscellaneous' at the Crown Public House.

7:30pm for 7:45pm A Celebration of Carols by Candlelight at St Mary's,
Aspenden. See page 17 for full details.

The Manor House,

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society — Benson Hall. Enquiries
01920 438482.

2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

2:00pm — 4:00pm Buntingford U3A Seth Ward Community Centre. Speaker
Edward Petty, who will be telling us about his time at Audley End.

7:30pm for 7:45pm Buntingford WI at URC Hall, annual party, with a bring-
and-share supper and a magic show.

8:00pm British Legion at the Crown Public House, Market Hill.

7:00pm for 7:30pm start. Lynsey Ivison Trust Quiz Night at Benson Hall.
See page 15 for full details.

8:00pm Buntingford Railway and Local History Society AGM, followed by a
Quiz (Wally Lodge Quiz Master) at the Crown Public House, Buntingford.

10:30am — 12noon BALA Coffee Morning at Benson Hall.
2:00pm for 2:30pm St Richard's Church — Bingo at Benson Hall.

7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club, work evening for members with
lone and Fiona, at Benson Hall, Buntingford.



WHAT'S ON IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY?

Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

MONDAYS
10:15am — 11:30am

10:30am — 12 noon
11:00am

6:30pm — 8:00pm
7:00pm — 8:00pm
7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 9:45pm
8:15pm
TUESDAYS
9:15am — 10:15am
9:30am — 11:00am

1:00pm - 3:00pm

7:00pm — 8:15pm

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am

10:30am

5:30pm — 7:00pm
6:00pm — 7:00pm

7:00pm

7:30pm — 8:15pm
7:30pm — 8:30pm

8:00pm

‘Little Stars’ Music Group at Buntings Nursery — every two weeks.
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868.

lyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall — term time only. Contact Jen Harris
on 01920 821288.

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter
Deacon on 01462 642922.

Ladies Exercise Class — Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on
01763 274681.

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al
on 07739 131694.

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13 — 19 years,
held at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Russell Cairns on
07889 288944.

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920
823677.

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — £2.50 per session.
Contact 01763 273712.

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. Term
time only.

Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Cookery sessions for ages 2 to
5 years — £6.75 per session. All welcome — it is not necessary to be
attending the pre-school, however booking is required. Please call
01763 289942. Term time only.

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763
271010.

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course 'Music of London'
tutor John Winter at Seth Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on
01763 272584 or Joan on 01763 273341 for details. (Ends on 2" Dec.)
Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun, 10-week course starting 13"
January 2010, 'At the end of the rainbow' tutor Paul Palmer at Seth
Ward Community Centre. Phone Julia on 01763 272584 or Joan on
01763 273341 for details.

Cougars under 11s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road.
Contact Mark on 07801 419800.

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799
550190.

Classes in classical yoga, dealing with relaxation and meditation at Seth
Ward Community Centre. To book a place with Tom Newstead, who
has 20 years teaching experience, telephone 07900 654227.
Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al
on 07739 131694.

Ladies Exercise Class — Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681.

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955.
4



WHAT'S ON IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY?
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL

THURSDAYS
9:30am — 11:00am Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019.

9:30am — 11:30am Mother & Toddler Group at Anstey Village Hall (next to the school).
Range of activities including arts & crafts, music, outdoor activities,
small world play, trikes & bikes & role play. All welcome. Term-time
only. £2.50 per child (tea & coffee, snacks & juice included).

9:30am Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 550190.

11:00am Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre.
Contact 01799 550190.

1:00pm — 3:00pm Leapfrogs Pre-school (Great Hormead). Art sessions for ages 18

months to 5 years — £6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay
with their child 1:30pm — 2:30pm for £4 a session. (Under 2s must be
accompanied by a parent/carer). It is not necessary to be attending the
pre-school, however booking is required. Contact Kim Semple from
Little Artists on 01763 289942.

2:15pm — 2:45pm 'Story-time' for under 5s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a sweet
or biscuit and a picture to colour.

5:30pm — 10:00pm Buntingford Swimming Club at Ward Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell
on 01920 821722.

6:15pm — 7:00pm Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre.

8:00pm — 10:00pm Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre.

FRIDAYS

9:30am — 10:30am Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre — term time only.

10:00am — 11:00am Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward Centre. £1 for first child, 50p
for additional children & adults to include tea & coffee. Contact Mandy
Sims at Bramble Hill Children's Centre 07904 955141 while the
organisers of Rhyme Time are on maternity leave.

5:30pm — 8:00pm Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged
13 — 19 years. A range of activities, held at the Technical Institute,

SATURDAYS Baldock Road. Contact Russell Cairns on 07889 288944.

9:00am — 12:30pm Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 — 18 years.
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010.

12:00pm — 2:00pm 14 to 18 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre, starting
9" January 2010.
2:10pm — 4:10pm 6 — 15 year olds drama workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.

4:15pm — 6:15pm 6 — 16 year olds dance workshops with Stagefrights Theatre.
All Stagefrights Theatre workshops are during term-time only, at United
Reform Church Hall, Baldock Road contact Dave on 01438 232181 or
email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk

2:00pm —4:00pm Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road.
MONDAY - Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am — 4:00pm (subject to Town
THURSDAY Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of Buntingford's past.

MONDAY - FRIDAY Councillor John Warren Surgery at the Manor House. Contact 01763
273344 for an appointment.
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OuT AND ABOUT IN DECEMBER & JANUARY

December

Saturday 5" 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.
7:30pm (doors open) 8:00pm (curtains up) Braughing Drama
Group's Music Hall. See page 37 for full details.

Saturday 12" 7:30pm Braughing Music Society Choral Concert and Organ
Recital. See page 37 for details.

Saturday 19" 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

January

Saturday 2™ 10:00am — 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall.

Saturday 16" 9:30am — 12noon Sandon Growers Market.

Saturday 30" 7:30pm Peace Child International 'A musical journey through faith'

at Ely Cathedral. See page 15 for full details

LOOKING AHEAD

February
5N 6" 12" & 13" Buntingford Dramatic Society present 'The Pied Piper' a pantomime
by Bob Heather, at Benson Hall, Buntingford. See page 10.

Friday 12" 5:00pm — 6:00pm Oliver Heald surgery at the Manor House, High
Street, Buntingford.

If you would like to have your event in the diary of events pages,
please contact Aliya Chowney on 01763 272040

or email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com




EDITORIAL

. I'would Tike 1o take the opportunity {0 wish everyone
the very best wishes for the upcoming holiday period (Christmas to most of us) and a very
happy and peaceful 2010.

| would also like to give my thanks all the contributors to the Journal, without whom there
would be nothing to put in and therefore no Buntingford Journal. You can all have a well
earned rest for December.

| am delighted to report that the readership of the Journal also includes celebrities (well,
one anyway) — Rod Stewart has a copy of the October edition of the Journal, which
contained a report from Buntingford Town Football Club who's Vets team played Rod's
team recently. | will report back any feedback received.

I've had one response to the letter from Janet Smith last month, regarding where to recycle
your Christmas cards. As far as we know, there is nowhere in Buntingford that takes them,
but Boots the chemist and Tesco have recycling points in their stores. Another suggestion

was that you recycle them yourself and cut them up and make calendars and gift tags for
the following year.

Seasons Greetings One
and All

Deadline for the February Journal is

12noon on Tuesday 19" January 2010

Copy and diary entries:

Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF (01763 272040)
email: aliyachowney@btinternet.com
Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com

LOGS FOR SALE

Cut to size by request

To advertise in the
Buntingford Journal
call Bob Jackson on Delivered to your home /

Hay and Haylage @

Please contact Johnon:

Tel: 01763 272516
Mobile: 07773 845648

01763 271463




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor by email

Oh what joy there must be in Hertford and Bishop's Stortford now that another £1.6M is
going to be spent on each of the leisure centres there. Believe it or not, there is a
swimming pool in Buntingford that has not had a penny, so to speak, spent on it, probably
since it was first opened. There used to be the added attraction of a sun bed there a few
years ago, but even that has now been removed and the room is used for storage. Apart
from the new signage put in and around the pool by the new pool operators, the only other
money spent there appears to be on a sign which now states the 'staff room' is now called
the 'colleagues room' and the reception is now called 'front of house'! Big deal.

I went to a 'Community Voice' meeting in January to hear a presentation by the new pool
operators (SLM), which was very good. During the presentation, it came out that the huge
amounts of money mentioned above was going to be spent on just two facilities. A lot of
questions were asked, especially by me, and no answers could be given. It was agreed
that a special meeting would be called to deal with the unanswered questions as a matter
of urgency. That meeting eventually took place in May, but answers were still not given.

In order to try to get some answers | wrote to both Herts. County Council and East Herts
District Council. | received one reply from EHDC, which was not very satisfactory.

| became more and more frustrated about the whole thing and decided to see the local MP
(Mr Oliver Heald) at his next 'surgery'. | was well received by him, in the presence of an
EHDC member and he promised to write to the people who should be able to answer my
questions. This he did and he sent me copies of his letters and the replies he received. In
one of the letters somebody actually owned up as having responsibility for the pool at
Buntingford.

The pool at Hartham has had huge sums of money spent on it over the last 15/18 months.
For instance, last December the pool was shut for about a month whilst the pool was
drained so that a very expensive boom could be fitted. Work was also carried out to the
lining of the pool; a new boiler fitted to the learner pool; painting etc. etc. It could very
easily be argued that the money was not well spent, because the boom for instance, has
never worked properly and hasn't moved for months. All this work and the loss of income
from the closure must have reached hundreds of thousands of pounds, and now another
£1.6M is going to be spent there!

With Buntingford now destined to increase in size at what could be a fast rate in the not
too distant future (plans have already been passed to build 149 new homes) surely now is
the time to look at the facilities being offered to the town and the surrounding
areas. Buntingford pays the highest Council Tax in the district and has very little to offer
any of the residents. People in and around the town would love to support local facilities —
if there were any!

The sales manager at Hartham, Stuart Markham, is quoted as saying, "Our main aim is to
increase the level of activity in the community." | agree with him.

Buntingford and the surrounding areas make up a very large community and would love
the chance to do this. We cannot without some sort of commitment from the EHDC or
HCC. So, come on, use some of your money to upgrade the facilities at the Freman pool.
It would not take anywhere near the vast amount you are spending at just two of your
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sites. Just because Buntingford is on the outskirts of the District should not mean that it is
always forgotten.

The pool is a joint use pool and always has been. For some reason, there has never
been any expenditure on the site as there has been at the other two joint use facilities at
Fanshawe in Ware and at the Leventhorpe pool.

It is totally wrong to now point the finger at the Freman College to say that they
are responsible for the pool, etc. for what is the failure of either the District Council or the
County Council to provide in the past.

It is almost like being on a crusade trying to get answers or some sort of action from
anybody within either of the Councils. | am surely not alone in thinking Buntingford and the
surrounding areas are being dealt a rotten hand by somebody sitting in an office or
Council Chamber. The town council at Buntingford try very hard to get answers, but | do
get the impression they are often ignored or not consulted by those in the big building in
Hertford.

If nothing else, | feel better for sounding off to the whole community and hope that some of
you might take up arms {well, pens and paper] and write to the councils expressing your
concerns about the whole affair. | will continue to do what | can — having started | will
continue!

As many of you will know, | am the coach to the Buntingford Swimming Club, but this is
NOT about the Club — it is about what we should have readily available in Buntingford for
everybody to use.

Alan Bowell

Dear editor by email

Buntingford Scouts would like to thank Buntingford Memorial Charity for granting an award
of £358.44 to go towards some new equipment needed for the Scout Group.

Jo McNamara

HAVE YOU SEEN A PAIR OF SPEAKER STANDS LIKE THE ONES
SHOWN IN THE PICTURE? DO YOU KNOW WHERE THEY MIGHT BE?

A pair of PA speaker stands; similar to the items
shown here, has been lost from St Peter's Church
sometime between April and November 2009. They
may have been loaned to someone for a local
event.

We URGENTLY need them back for various
events. If anyone knows where they are or knows if
they were loaned to anyone please contact Rev lan
Hill on 01763 274072 as soon as possible.

Many thanks.
Rev lan Hill



Buntingfordd®l el E i [eRsYe I (=]

are proud to present

‘The Pied Pjper’

a pantomime by Bob Heather
at the Benson Hall, Buntingford

Friday Feb 5th evening
Saturday Feb 6th evening
Friday Feb 12th evening
Saturday Feb 13th matinee & evening

For more information, watch for the posters or visit
www.buntingforddrama.org

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be
purchased from:

A CUT ABOVE « BASRAS SUPERMARKET ¢ CO-OP SUPERMARKET
COUNTRY FLOWERS ¢ DELISSIMO ¢« FLUTTERBY'S
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION ¢« KIRKHAMS * MARK DOEL
PIGGOTTS ¢« QUILLER BOOKS « WESTMILL TEA ROOM

| N !sabel Hospice [/ { | FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Local Care for Local People since 1982

Fri 4™ December 2009 — Lights of Love, Buntingford 6:00pm — 7:00pm

The Buntingford "Lights of Love" ceremony will be taking place at The Manor House,
Buntingford, Herts. There will be a short carol service followed by countdown to
lighting the tree. Donations will be made and lights will be lit in memory of loved
ones at Christmas.

Saturday 5™ December 2009 — Voices for Isabel Hospice, Ware Drill Hall 7:00pm —
10:00pm

This Voices for Hospices event is in aid of Isabel Hospice and will be taking place at
Ware Drill Hall, where Ware Choral Society, as part of this bi-annual campaign, will
perform Handel's Messiah. All enquiries to Mrs Jo Beynon 01920 462346.
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL

Children at Layston School have been busy learning about the past this term.

Year 4 have researched different aspects of Anglo Saxon life. They rounded off their
topic with group presentations to the class. These photos show the children sharing
information about weapons and warfare, clothes and weaving.

Year 1 enjoyed a great day out at the Toy Museum in Stansted Mountfitchet. They
investigated how different kinds of toys work. Back in the classroom they will be
designing and making moving toys of their own.

Reception children have continued to enjoy the Autumn term both indoors and out.

11



Annual Christmas Event in
Buntingford

Friday 4" December 2009

ol w

Once again, the people of Buntingford are delighted to announce the
annual Christmas Event to take place in the old market town of
Buntingford on Friday 4™ December 2009.

The fun will start in the afternoon and continue until about 9:00pm. The
grounds of the Manor House will see the lighting of the Lights of Love
Tree in aid of the Isabel Hospice. The ceremony will commence at
5:45pm and will include traditional carols. This is a really special
ceremony and such a lovely way to start the Christmas season.

Buntingford High Street will be attracting visitors and shoppers alike, as
the local retailers participate in the Late Night Shopping event, with
market stalls selling seasonal goods, plus there are lots of things going
on to entertain the family.

Santa and his sleigh will be paying a visit at the top of Church Street.
There will be the popular children’s fun fair on Market Hill, with rides,
toffee apples and candyfloss, plus a children’s competition. There’ll be
carol singing for everyone, and for the grownups mulled wine, mince
pies, Christmas music and lights.

Entry is, as usual free, and there’s free parking from 3:00pm behind
Budgens, so do come along, get your Christmas shopping underway and
enjoy the festivities.

N
el

lozii=

For any further information, you can contact the Buntingford Chamber of
Commerce on 01954 253535.
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n November the 16" my little sister, Charlotte, and
the choir of Edwinstree Middle School went to
perform with other schools, in the Royal Albert Hall.
It was totally amazing!

On November the 17" | had an activity day with Freman
College, it was so funny, though we got VERY muddy.

Dishy Daunting December

Christmas is VERY near and hopefully everyone gets what they want and some happy
surprises along the way.

| cannot wait to see what my Nan gets my Grandad for Christmas this year, after the
goat last year. Maybe a toilet block, or some goat cheese from the goat that he was
brought last year, that was sent to a needy family in another country.

Instead of the famous cookies/mince pies, carrots and a glass of milk for Santa, this
year maybe you could give him an even tastier treat. Here is a recipe for Melting
Moments, a delicious treat.

Melting Moments:

4oz Butter

30z Sugar

Vanilla essence

1 egg yolk

5oz self-raising flour
Crushed cornflakes

Mix the butter, sugar, vanilla essence and egg yolk together then add the flour. Roll
into balls, place in cornflakes then put on a greaseproof tin to cook at 180°C for 15
minutes.

Joyful Jamboree January

Well now we can celebrate the 10 years of the 'Naughties! What a brilliant 10 years it
has been! Although | was only three years old when it started | can still remember the
millennium! All our friends and family came over and there were fireworks going off in
every different direction, in every colour imaginable.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO EVERYONE!!!
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BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB

74 ﬁ.ﬁé C 1 U affiiated 74 gg
6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS
Sl 0 Telephone 01763 271889 Setas 0
www.buntingfordsocialclub.com
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR MEMBERS
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

% BIG CASH BINGO EVERY MONDAY *

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize
ALL WELCOME - start time 8pm

Let's give you a reminder of events
ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN, TIMES PERMITTING

J Live entertainment on Saturdays except
2"Y Saturday in the month J?

Plus: Darts = Pool = Snooker = Wii machine and juke box,
which are free on 2" Saturday of the month. Sky Sports

We have Club Knockouts for Darts, Crib, Pool, Snooker and Wii Bowling
AND DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD!

New members always welcome and for any of you lapsed members, you are always
welcome to rejoin at anytime.
Dates for your diaries

13" February Saturday night special Cockney Night
Bread and Dripping Cockney duo and Johnny Tait comedian

JINIINNINNNRRNARRRRRRRARRRIRINNNNRNRENPPRRRRRRRREIRRIRIRIT

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT
To see more information about the bands go to:
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub

& &3
g SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) g
)] 5™ Dec Blues with a Feeling o
&7 12" Dec Free Juke box, Pool and Snooker &7
3 19" Dec Movie Stars 7
g 24" Dec Christmas Disco Party g
& 26‘21 Dec Free Juke box, Pool and Snooker &3
irl 31% Dec Phase &
g 2" Jan Skyliners g
3 g Jan Free Juke box, Pool and Snooker 3
irl &
& &3
irl 7]
irl &
& &
Br} ir)

494949494943494949090303 83N NNRRNRRARRNRNRNRNINNNI989499490943833838343
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‘y’v.\) Peace Child International

\\/‘ ‘\// based in Buntingford are producing

\\Q A/ Peace Child — Alpha Omega
T "A musical journey through faith”
E%‘AI‘EI]% at Ely Cathedral

Saturday 30" January 2010 ¢ 7:30 pm
When a catastrophe overtakes four young people from different faiths they are
forced to re-examine their own identities and belief systems as they learn from
each other. Surely religion should unite people rather than divide them? Four
choirs, an orchestra, four young actors and the narrator (played by Gemma
Craven) create an intriguing musical story around the powerful rock opera
Alpha Omega, exploring issues of identity, faith and culture in today’s
society. This inspirational performance is suitable for all ages. Come and join us
in the question and answer session after the performance when distinguished
leaders of various faiths will be discussing the issues that it raises.

Tickets ¢ £20, £15, £12, £10 + £4.50 for students, available from
ELY CATHEDRAL BOX OFFICE 01353 660349 (Mon-Fri 11am¢3pm)
https://tickets.elycathedral.org

\ynsey lvison Trust Quiz Night

7:00pm for
7:30pm start

Benson Hall,
Buntingford

Friday 15t January 2010

Tickets £6.50

Ploughman's Supper & Licensed Bar
Please come along and join in on the fun and support a local charity that sends

terminally ill children to Centre Parcs for a memorable break.

Please ring for tickets, eight to a team, call Lauren Ivison on 01763 271878
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BUNTINGFORD PEOPLE REMEMBERED FROM THE 1940S AND 1950s
Part 3
by Peter Downham

Dr Widfield lived at Urquart House, where he had his surgery. | spent many hours with his
son John, particularly riding our bicycles around their garden, or playing in the orchard or
the field behind. | remember picking apples from the orchard and trying to cook them in a
fire we managed to light. The cooking was partly successful but it turned out we had
chosen cooking apples that were distinctly sour, much to the amusement of the doctor.

Doris Thody ran a small greengrocer's shop, up three steps, next to the doctor's surgery,
and | recall particularly buying bananas there when they were extremely hard to find.

Jim Totman lived next door. He was an extremely smart, dapper little man who had been
a chauffeur in London before the war for a director of one of the large London stores. In
retirement he did a little taxi work in his large, elderly Austin car.

Percy Ashton sold both wet and fried fish, frying twice a week | think. He was an
extremely large gentleman who drove a small Ford van. Quite how he got in, let alone
drove it | never worked out. His fried fish was always excellent, or at least we thought so
in those days. Percy died a relatively young man.

Mosses, was by far, the biggest and 'poshest' grocery store, situated in what is now the
library. They had a separate wine and spirits shop further down the High Street.

Horace Piggot was one of the butchers in the town. He slaughtered his own meat behind
the shop. | recall in particular his superb sausages. Horace's son Bob continued the
business for a number of years after his father retired.

A little further up the High Street was Sid
Howlett's butchers shop. This also had a
slaughterhouse behind the shop. As | was
friendly with Sid's younger son Nick and |
often visited the yard and sometimes the
slaughterhouse. | particularly remember Sid
blowing up a pig's bladder that we used as a
football. Mention has been made from time to
time of Sid Howletts donkey cart, which |
remember well. Indeed | actually rode in it.

Tom West lived at the Police Station, then located further up the High Street. Sergeant
Prime was responsible for maintaining law and order, a responsibility that was carried out
most effectively.

Norfolk Road, at the lower end of which Freddie Butler, Cecil Sale's coalman lived,
continued to the Secondary Modern School, as it was in those days. Mr Wheeler was the
Headmaster. He designed and had built his own detached house in Baldock Road, just
past the Post Office, sadly now demolished. Miss Colman lived in the last house on the
right at the top of Norfolk Road. She came from a wealthy farming family, and for many
years ran her pre-war Morris 10, | think it was. As it was getting old she was persuaded to
buy a new Morris Minor, but she never really took to it. She used to say, "It won't bowl
along like my old car, you have to keep changing gear." She always kept Sealyham
terriers and | recall one, Patch, who was completely uncontrollable. One day he went
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upstairs and came down with her fur coat and proceeded to run around the garden with it.
By the time she retrieved it he had completely ruined it. She had Rivers & Co, the fruit
tree specialists and breeders from Sawbridgeworth, plant a fine orchard in a small field
opposite her house.

Next door to Miss Colman lived Bill Bonness, his wife, daughter and grandson David
Jameson, another friend. | believe Bill had worked in the local Council Offices, but was
retired by the time | remember him. He used to keep rabbits in hutches at the bottom of
the garden, to supplement their meat ration.

It is now time to return to the south end of the town and move up the east side of the A10.

Mrs Cornes, a tall thin elderly lady lived at Layston House. One year she hosted the St
Peter's church fete and it was decided to portray the "Pied Pier of Hamlin". She
volunteered to take the part of the piper and | and many others were dressed as the rats,
with brown paper head-dresses. Apparently it caused considerable amusement for Mrs
Cornes took the part very seriously, as she trotted around the garden playing her pipe; |
think it was probably a tin whistle, followed by lots of children on their hands and knees.

Just before Smith's garage and Aylott's sweet shop was Peskett's fried fish shop, set
back from the road. | do not remember very much about them except that they had a
daughter a little older than myself.

Past Smith's garage and Aylott's we come to Totman's sweet shop, with lots and lots of
large jars of loose sweets. |, and | am sure many other children, used to spend lots of
time choosing one's weekly allowance of 4-ounces — for sweets were still rationed in
those days.

To be continued

St. Mary's Aspenden
A CELEBRATION OF CAROLS BY,

Monday 21December

2009 =\

(by ticket only from
Clive Alexander tel. 01763 271012)

17



SPIRITUAL AWARENESS GROUP

Mediumship, Psychic Awareness,
Healing & moe

(beginners welcome)

Starting Wednesday 2% November
For more information phone
Marilyn on 01763 281469
or go to: www.pathsofwisdom.co.uk s

Private readings also available

BUNTINGFORD W.I.

We held our Annual meeting in November, which also coincided with our 91 birthday. A
good excuse to get out the Bucks Fizz again! The County chairman, Vivienne Hodgson,
came along to deal with the committee nominations and election of president and she also
took the opportunity to talk to us about the new WI logo, which replaces the Tree of Life'
logo introduced in the 1970s. A change was voted for by 88% of members at the Autumn
Council Meeting and they decided that the new logo has better associations with today’s
women.

Our new president is Jackie Thomas and we have three new committee members (as well
as six 'old' ones) and we are looking forward to our 92" year! We have some good
speakers lined up for 2010 and visitors are welcome at all our meetings if you would like to
come along and join us.

Our December meeting is on Thursday 10" at the United Reformed Church Hall at
7:45pm, when Keith Baldwin will bring 'Christmas Greetings'. This is a return visit from
Keith following his hilarious talk at one of our group meetings. Our January meeting will be
our usual party, with a bring-and-share supper and a magic show.

Seasons greetings and a Happy New Year
from everyone at Buntingford W.I.
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http://www.pathsofwisdom.co.uk

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB

Buntingford Gardeners Club met on Wednesday 4"
November, when a good number of members enjoyed an
inter-club quiz with the Cabinet Gardeners Club from Reed.
For the second year in a row Reed won but we were not far
behind!

The December meeting on Wednesday 2" December is
our annual Christmas party. Don't forget to bring a plate of
food to share, a present, value approx £2.50, a glass and
your competition entry (a Christmas buttonhole). In spite of
what | believe | told members, there is a raffle (a
particularly great one). So do come and enjoy our last
meeting this year.

As our regular members will remember, we don't have a
meeting in January. Although the weather does seem to be
worse in February nowadays.

So if | don't see you at the Christmas party, do have a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR.

The December meeting is 7:45pm for 8:00pm at the URC Hall, Baldock Road.

Margaret Howarth — 01763 289211

Edwinstree School, Buntingford
Christmas Flower Arranging Demonstration
by lone WoodgerSmith from Crazy Daisy, Buntingford *
daisy

Come along and be inspired to create your own beautiful flower arrangements for
Christmas as lone shows you just how creative you can be.

Thursday 10™ December 2009, 7pm to 9pm at Edwinstree School Hall. Tickets £10
each which includes a glass of red or white wine.

Proceeds are in aid of Edwinstree School mini bus fund, so please come along and
support us. There are a limited number of tickets available from the
school by Friday 4™ December, so please be quick.

-~
Various stalls for those unique presents will also be in the hall. Buy a k\-
raffle ticket and get a chance to win one of the finished arrangements E\
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B.A.L.F.F
(formerly WEA)

Our new January course starting on Wednesday 13" January 2010 is called 'At the end
of the rainbow.' There is an old saying suggesting that if you want to find gold, you should
dig where the rainbow ends!

Whether that be true or not, many people in Britain have found 'treasure' hidden in the
ground and this course will review the most exciting discoveries.

We will reveal that the soil holds far more than the 'dry dust and bones' of our ancestors
and will explain the background to the ancient law of treasure trove and its new
replacement, the Treasure Act.

The current 'craze' of metal detecting has prompted
changes to the way buried treasure is dealt with in this
country and 'finds' such as the recent Staffordshire Saxon
hoard illustrate the amazing objects still being found in the
earth.

We will examine finds of precious objects from all periods of
our past and attempt to understand why and how they
became buried. Each case will be dealt with thoroughly,
revealing not only the circumstances of discovery but also
the background to the period from whence they came.

Our tutor is the very popular archaeologist Paul Palmer.

We meet on Wednesday morning starting at 10:30am and we have coffee before we
start. If anyone is interested in joining us do just come along, you will be made very
welcome, or if you want any more information please phone Julia Peacock on 01763
272584 or Joan Jones 01763 273341.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

All meetings are on a Monday evening at 7:30pm — 9:45pm at the Technical
Institute in Baldock Road, Buntingford. For more information, contact Nick

Howell on 07789 927 640.
buntingford

7" D Christmas Card Desi distr|ct
* Vake UROWN Pizza youth club

Club closed for Christmas and new year period and re-opens on 11"January
2010

The Friends of Orchard Surgery

Would like to thank everyone who attended their Annual Craft Fair on
Saturday 14™ November. It was a great success.
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be prepared « « «

Santa will
hopefully set off
from 6pm onwards

Wednesday 9" December

Greenways Thursday 10" December
Pﬁg Egﬁ’;”e Monks Walk _ -
Bowling Green Longmead Friday 11" December
Lane Bovis estate
Bowlers Mead Nutslip
Fairfield

Sunday 13" December (5pm start)
Nprfolk Road Paddock Road Monday 14" December
High Street South The Causeway
Church Street Archers London Road
Dell Spring Sunny Hill Layston Meadow
The Tannery Riverside Owles Lanes
Hare Street Road St Frances Court
Downhall Ley
Tuesday 15" December
Station Road Wednesday 16" December
Rib Way Freman Drive
Snells Mead Chequers Close
Baldock Road Vicarage Road
Honey Lane
Bridge End
Porters Close
Wyddial Road

Bridewell Close

Raising money for the scout hut building fund
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“ UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD

MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards
The Manse 'Great Stones'
Meeting Lane Hare Street
Melbourn Buntingford
Cambs SG8 6AN Herts SG9 0AD
Tel: 01763 260747 Tel: 01763 289460
MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am
December 6 Morning Worship Mr Chris Wright
13 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie
20 Children’s Service Rev Duncan Goldie
20 Carol Service at 6:00pm Rev Duncan Goldie
25 Christmas Day Service at 9:30am The Elders
27 No service
January 3 Morning Worship Rev Dr Janet Tollington
10 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie
17 Morning Worship Rev Derek Newton
24 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie
31 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all
children and young people.

The Bright Hour — a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting
speakers — meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Company, organised by 'Churches Together', is held in the Church Hall every
Thursday morning from 10:30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30pm to 2:00pm on
the first Friday of the month.

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.

ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER

Catholic Church

3 Station Road, Buntingford
Telephone 01763 271471

Parish Priest: Father lan Dickie

HOLY MASSSs celebrated each:
Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm
Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham
Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm
Weekdays at 9:15pm

CONFESSIONSe each Saturday from 10:30al11.15am
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United Benefice of

St. Mary's 8 Aspenden
St. Peter's 8 Buntingford
St. Mary the Virgin 8 Westmill
Church of England

Reverend lan Hill
Parish office 01763 271552
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churche S

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

Dec
2nd

13"

zoth
21t

24t

251h
27th

Jan

10"

17t

24"

31

9:30am
9:30am
11:00am
9:30am
11:00am
3:00pm
10:15am
11:00am
7:30pm
for 7:45pm
2:30pm
4:00pm
5:30pm
11:15pm
10:15am
11:00am

11:00am

9:15am
9:30am
11:00am
5:45pm
6:00pm

9:30am
11:00am

9:15am
11:00am

9:15am
9:30am
11:00am

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

Peter's — Buntingford
Mary the Virgin — Westmill
Peter's — Buntingford
Mary's — Aspenden
Peter's — Buntingford

Nevetts

St.
. Peter's — Buntingford
. Mary's — Aspenden

Mary the Virgin — Westmill

. Peter's — Buntingford

. Peter's — Buntingford

. Mary the Virgin — Westmill
. Peter's — Buntingford

. Mary's — Aspenden

St.

Peter's — Buntingford

Said Holy Communion (BCP)

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer

Family Holy Communion with carols

All Age Family Worship

Carol Service

Holy Communion

Family Praise

Carols by Candlelight. (Entrance by ticket
only see page 17 for details.

Carols around the Crib & Christmas tree
Carols around the Crib & Christmas tree
Carols around the Crib & Christmas tree
First Communion of Christmas
Christmas Family Holy Communion
United Holy Communion

(St. Mary's — Aspenden and St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill CLOSED)

St.

Peter's — Buntingford

United Family Worship

(St. Mary's — Aspenden and St. Mary the Virgin — Westmill CLOSED)

St.
St.
St.

Mary the Virgin — Westmill
Mary's — Aspenden
Peter's — Buntingford

Nevetts

St.

St.
St.

St.
St.

Mary the Virgin — Westmill

Mary's — Aspenden
Peter's — Buntingford

Mary the Virgin — Westmill
Peter's — Buntingford

. Mary the Virgin — Westmill
. Mary's — Aspenden
. Peter's — Buntingford

Holy Communion
Morning Worship

All Age Family Worship
Songs of Praise
Covenant Service

Holy Communion
Family Praise

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Morning Worship
Holy Communion
TBA
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WHO NEEDS AN ARCHITECT?
(Part 5)
Martin & Mandy

We do. We have an overall plan for St Bartholomew's that English Heritage and the
Church have seen but it's very outline and we are not really going to get anywhere until we
have some professional design help. The problem is how on earth do you go about
choosing an architect? We've never had to do this before!

We start by looking for architects who are generally within travelling distance of St
Bartholomew's and have a track record of working with listed buildings. There are a
number of associations that we look at for pointers to their members and after much
hunting we come down to a list of seven companies, ranging from one man bands to large
corporate entities — and so the selection process begins.

My first criteria are can they answer an email — somewhat surprisingly this gets rid of one
of the potential companies, yes that's company not one-man bands! By now you can see
that both Mandy and | are quite into technology and having an architect that can't send us
electronic diagrams is simply not going to work.

Next we visit one of the large London firms, the meeting is very interesting but it has a very
corporate feel to it. The main partner who will look after the work and the junior who is
going to do the footwork are both in this meeting and are very keen — they ask when can
they start and spend a lot of time explaining the rate card of how they will charge! However
we are not fully convinced they are the right people for us.

We decide to try a much smaller company, great track history of listed buildings but he
can't tell me what he is going to be doing next week, his business partner wants to retire
and he may change direction in the next 18 months and since this project is going to take
more than 18 months that’'s no good to us. Croissants he provided for the meeting are very
nice but that's not really a pressing point for choosing him.

We visit three other practices that all have pro's and con's to them and we finally go to
visit a two man band practice 'Joyce & Partners' that's the furthest distance from
St Bartholomew's of them all. Mandy and | go to visit clutching our scribbled diagrams, the
croissants are non-existent, which is good as I'm after an architect not a boulangerie
owner and we spend three hours or so chatting over all sorts of topics. They have a great
track history of listed building work in London and the two chaps are like chalk and cheese.

In the introduction details we sent all the practices we included diagrams of
St Bartholomew's along with our Private Treaty proposal. Near the end of the meeting
Julian rummages around in the drawer of his desk and tells us that he could not resist
making a model and out comes his cardboard model, based upon the church diagrams
with three different options about how to make the roof work. His practice has not even got
the contract and he is this keen and clearly wants the work because of the building. We
leave the meeting very happy believing we have found our architect. Some negotiation
goes on about the way his services would be paid for and then the fly in the ointment is
delivered.

A friend of mine, who happens to make very interesting photographic art, but that's another
story, says have you considered a chap | went to university with who runs a design
practice in North London?
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So off we go to visit one last practice, with any luck this one will be like the first six that we
visited and there will be something not quite right about them. Unfortunately for us this is
not the case — they are a different style of practice but the chap oozes the same passion
and enthusiasm that Julian showed us. We spend some hours with him and we now have
two practices that we both like and could work easily with either. What a dilemma.

A couple of weeks go by and Mandy and | keep changing our minds between our two
choices but eventually we decide upon Julian's practice and he's delighted when I call to
tell him.

So the architect is on board now and we have a couple of meetings with Julian to lay out a
plan of campaign, we need to work towards a presentation to the Diocese, English
Heritage, the estate agents and the conservation officer from East Herts Council. It's a
slow process but bit-by-bit we plan and consider the building.

Mandy and | had by now met with the English Heritage person who's looking after St
Bartholomew's and we arrive at that meeting full of ideas and expecting trouble since that's
what everybody tells you is the case. To our amazement he looks at our plans and has
helpful and constructive things to say. He makes us think about some of our ideas more
and encourages us with others. We leave enthused by the meeting, but with his guidance
our original submission plan is already changing.

Years ago | was into
model-making and |
suddenly feel the urge
again — down to the model
shop | go and away |
come with £100 worth of
balsa wood. I've come to
the conclusion that seeing
plans on a computer,
whilst great, is not really
as good as a physical
model that you can turn
around and look at from
different angles. A couple
of weekends later and |
emerge from the garden
shed with my 50™ scale model of St Bartholomew's as it is now and though | say it myself,
I'm quite pleased. Julian likes it a lot and | leave it with him for a week or so while he works
on the solutions for the roof and nave. The model certainly helps solidify ideas and was
well worth the effort.

With Julian's provisional plans for the additions to the building | can add to the model and
we all work on a presentation for the Diocese and English Heritage. The day of the
presentation arrives and literally everybody meets up at Jim May's offices at the Diocese
and we spend a morning going over our plans and how they have progressed finalising
with unveiling my balsa wood marvel!
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SSAB/"!{; BUNTINGFORD CIVIC SOCIETY

§! ' 4= 'HAVE AVOICE' - Own the Future
CsoC

—

'Credit Crunch’, 'Downturn’, Recession,’ whatever the preferred term, the fact is that a lot
of individuals and institutions are deeply hurt by recent events.

Just to remind you the Civic Trust went into receivership earlier this year. The Trust was
the national body of the Civic Society movement and with severe cutbacks in central and
local government funding the Trust could not survive and went to the wall.

There is a need for a national body to support and to speak for over a 1000 Civic
Societies and 250,000 members. National and locality grouping could be influential at
different levels of government alongside partners such as National Heritage, The National
Trust and Campaign for the Protection of Rural England.

| asked the following question during a Civic Society Initiative Forum:
"What is the benefit to a non-active member of a civic society to pay increased subs to
fund a new national organisation?"

Tony Burton's (the Civic Society Initiative lead) reply was as follows:

"Your local civic society will be stronger; you will have a voice shaping national policies
and issues you can't change locally; you will get the offer of a free day access pass to the
National Trust; you will be able to take out personal health insurance and home/contents/
pet/travel insurance with Bluefin at good rates and this will financially benefit your local
society; and you will be part of a wider movement. | know who | would join if | care about
birds or climate change or the countryside — who do | join if | care about the public realm,
architecture and good design and liveable places — not just where | live, but wherever |
go? This could answer that question in time — combining the local passion for where | live
with a wider concern for the quality of places everywhere."

It remains to be seen how this will all work out and you can keep track on our website
http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.

On balance | support a strong