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U  L  I 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent  
of, the Buntingford Civic Society. For information on how to join the  
Society and have the Journal delivered to your door, please email: 

membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 

GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 

DOCTORS: 
 

B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate  
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 

Buntingford Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
 

Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Colin Horgan 07733 091731  
 

Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 

Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 

Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 17:30 
  Friday 14:00 ï 17:30 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 

Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Iôve had a very strange time doing the Journal this month. Iôve had so many late changes, 
cancellations and additions due to Coronavirus, Iôve been taking things out and putting 
them in till Iôm not sure if Iôm coming or going! I realised a couple of days ago that the 
óDates for Your Diaryô page would have to go, but then this morning, with the file due to 
the printer, I decided I had to take out the whole Whatôs On section because I have no 
idea if any of the things listed will be taking place. Given that we are being encouraged to 
limit our social interaction, I have to assume that most will be cancelled. If you attend a 
regular class, I would suggest you contact the instructor or organiser to check if itôs still 
going ahead. However, I certainly canôt claim to be consistent because there are other 
things listed in these pages, such as Church services and Royston Ramblers, that are 
most likely cancelled too! Whatever the event, I suggest you check first. 

So, after that health warning on the accuracy of much of this monthôs contents, I hope at 
least youôll find there is plenty of interest to read. Our óCover Storyô, sent in by Ashley 
Cantor, celebrates our local Air Ambulance. In March, Ashley and several others from 
Buntingford visited the North Weald Airbase to deliver an impressive cheque, the result of 
The Overtures fundraising event last October. 

The Local History Group article tells the story of Reg Butler, an internationally renowned 
sculptor who was born and grew up in Buntingford. In a curious coincidence, I used to 
work with his daughter, Cortina, and always meant to get her to write an article about her 
father for the Journal, but Brian Thompson has beaten me to it. 

My favourite article this month comes from Pam Roberts, who worked at Nevetts Care 
Home. It is already a year since the Home was unceremoniously closed at short notice. 
The anniversary seems an appropriate time to look back and remember the happy times 
that were enjoyed there by staff and most of all by its residents and their families.  

In another curious coincidence, the short story this month is also about a care home ï 
and a conman! Thereôs no shortage of conmen (and women) at the moment and they 
have already latched on to Coronavirus as an opportunity. If you or someone you know 
needs help in the current situation, get it from someone you can trust, not a stranger who 
knocks on the door or phones up out of the blue. Together with local volunteers, 
Buntingford Town Council has set up a community support group to offer help and 
support to anyone in Buntingford and the local villages who needs it. More details are on 
page 22 ï donôt be shy of asking for help if you need it. 

Christine Noble 
Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading 

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the May 2020 Journal is  

Saturday 11th April 2020 

The views expressed in the letters, emails and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Hi Christine 

Are we so vain ï the human race, that is ï that we think we can build things anywhere we 
like and things are going to stay there forever? We build on floodplains, we overbuild in 
towns and cities, we chop down trees and build on open green space, and we expect 
everything to stay the same.  

The blame for the flooding that has been occurring recently lies with governments forcing 
local councils to build more and more houses and local planning departments allowing 
the houses to be built in the wrong places. It is not only the footprint of the houses that 
causes the problem, it is the infrastructure that goes with it ï the garages, driveways, 
roads and pavements, and the added shops and commercial businesses. On top of that 
you have people concreting over their front gardens for parking, while builders are 
squeezing in more and more houses to the acre, cramming us in like sardines. Sorry, but 
where is the water to go when the ground it needs to soak into is gone? 

Donôt complain. Stop and rethink what we are building ï do we need it and is it in the right 
place. If we donôt things will just get worse. 

Ashley Cantor 

P.S. Is it just me or has anybody else noticed the increased number of vehicles using 
London Road/Station Road/Baldock Road and the increase in speed of these vehicles?  
I hope Buntingford Town Council and the local police are monitoring it and planning to do 
something about it before there are accidents and fatalities. 

Orchard Surgery ï Farewell and Thank You  

We cannot let Orchard Surgery disappear without thanking a number of people for all 
the long-term service given to patients throughout the years that Orchard Surgery has 
served the community of Buntingford and the surrounding area. 

Firstly, thanks to the current practice manager Karnika and her reception team of Sara, 
Jill and Charlotte, who have worked hard to meet the needs of patients and the surgery 
team. We wish them happiness and joy with their future roles, wherever that may be. 

Thank you to all the nurses and doctors who have provided the healthcare services 
and looked after Orchard patients for 30+ years. Thank you to all the current and 
recent practitioners, including Dr Emmanuel Orebiyi and Dr Natasha Larmie, practice 
nurses Naomi Douglas and Clare Rintoul, and a number of other support staff including 
District Nurse Julie Styles, Health Visitor Jill Allbrook, Midwife Debra Macpherson, 
Medical Secretary Laura Dilley, Summariser & Coder Sally Greenwood, and 
Administrator Michelle Joubert. Together the whole team have been dedicated to 
meeting the needs of all patients and a big thank you goes to each of them. 

A great big thank you to the Friends of Orchard Surgery, represented by Eric, June and 
Pat, who over the years have raised in excess of Ã25,000 to support the surgery and 
its patients. Thank you to everyone who supported the efforts to keep Orchard Surgery 
going over the past few years. Finally thank you to all our patients and to the other 
surgeries, in the main Buntingford Medical Centre, who are taking on the provision of 
healthcare services to our patients from the end of March 2020.  

Justin Jewitt 
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BALFF ï Buntingford Adult Learning For Fun 

CHRISTMAS IN BOURNEMOUTH 
I am organising a Christmas break in Bournemouth, leaving Buntingford by 

coach on 23rd December and returning on 27th December.  

We will be staying at Bournemouthôs Royale Hotel, which has: Free WIFI;  

Golf nearby; Indoor pool; Lift to all floors; Restaurants; 24-Hour Service. 

Highlights of the trip will be: Christmas Hotel Festivities and Entertainment;  

Christmas Tree Wonderland; Christmas Market;  

Beaulieu Motor Museum and Abbey; Visit to Salisbury. 

If you are interested please contact me, Julia Peacock, on 01763 272584 or  

email Julia@goldenmaggot.com for a brochure. 

Dear Christine 

May I, through your letters page, express my thanks to all the patients of Orchard 
Surgery, who it has been a pleasure to serve over the years.  

As you are all aware, we failed in our attempt to stop the closure of Orchard Surgery and 
we will, regrettably, close our doors on the 31st March. Our patients have been wonderful 
and it has been so sad to see many of you go. We shall miss you all. Thank you for all 
your lovely cards and gifts and I wish you all the best always. 

I would like to say a big thank you to the Friends of Orchard Surgery for supporting us 
over the years and raising money to buy medical equipment for the use of all our 
patients. The Friends have very kindly donated all this medical equipment to Extended 
Access so even more patients may benefit from it. Eric and his team of lovely ladies have 
been invaluable to us. 

I would also like to thank Justin and all our PPG members, who again have been so 
supportive, especially in the last few months when everyone has rallied round to help. 
We would not have had a PPG if it wasnôt for Justin! 

Another massive shout out to David and GHC for looking after us for the last 3 years. 
Thank you for being there for us and being helpful and reassuring. We would not have 
got this far without you, David! Thank you for being our rock. 

Last but not least, a huge thanks to a group of brilliant individuals, without whom I could 
not have done anything, and you, as patients, would not have received the services you 
did. I have had the opportunity to work with an outstanding team of GPs, nurses and 
administration staff. They have been the backbone of Orchard Surgery and Iôm sure you 
will all second that. If I had one wish, it would be to carry on working with my perfect 
team. I shall miss them a lot and I know I will never find a similar team elsewhere. I am 
grateful that I was lucky to have such an excellent team. 

As practice manager at Orchard for almost 10 years, I am sad to leave but pleased I 
have come across so many wonderful people, staff and patients, with whom, I hope, I 
can cherish a lifelong friendship. Take care everyone and may you and yours stay safe 
and well. 

Karnika Baluja Edwards, Orchard Surgery 
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We would just like to say again a big thank you to all the people who attended The 
Overtures event in Buntingford last October 2019. As a result of that event we were 
pleased to be able to donate to the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance Trust (EHAAT) the 
sum of Ã4000. The cheque was presented to them on 4th March 2020 at North Weald 
Airbase where one of the Air Ambulances is stationed. Taking part from Buntingford  
were organisers Ashley and Marilyn Cantor, along with helpers Ken and Jackie Durrant, 
Bill and Sue Hooper, and Jean and Martin Devenish. Unable to attend the presentation 
but who should also be mentioned are organiser Karen Buckley and helpers Helen Baker 
and Anne Creswell. Our thanks go out to all of them. Also in the cover photograph are  
Air Ambulance staff and crew, far left to far right: Sam Tomkins ï Pilot; Scott Mcllmaine ï 
Operations Manager/Critical Care Paramedic; Dr Dom Rayment ï Pre Hospital Care 
Consultant; Natasha Robertson ï Fundraising Manager (Herts); Oliver David ï Co-Pilot; 
and Dr Adam Czapran ï Pre Hospital Care Consultant. 

We all had a great day there and spent 
a lot of time being shown around  
the helicopter and talking to all of the 
staff. What a great crew they are! We 
were also there when they were called 
out on a óshoutô, so we watched the 
helicopter being loaded with crew and 
taking off, just as it started to rain 
(photos left, below & right). The calm 
with which the crew loaded up and 
took off was amazing. 

They have had over 25,000 shouts since 1998. 
Each one costs a minimum of about Ã2000 to 
respond to and they need to raise a staggering 
Ã9 million each year to keep their helicopters 
flying. And those costs are set to rise as they go 
24/7. A helicopter itself costs about Ã7-8 million. 
If youôve ever wondered what it costs to equip a 
crew member, see the illustration top right. 

Three quarters of EHAATôs income now comes 
from their own lottery ï so if you donôt play it 
already, join now! Also if you see EHAAT 
merchandise, or events in aid of EHAAT, please 

C  S 
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give them your support. And do pop into their 
shop in Buntingford and buy something! It all 
helps save lives. As the crew told us several 
times, the helicopters belong to us all as we 
paid for them. 

For more information look on the EHAAT 
website at www.ehaat.org, or if you have a 
query about fundraising for them you can call 
0345 504 0055. 

If all goes well, we will be holding another 
Overtures event in 2021. Watch this space. 

Buntingford Friends of EHAAT ï   
Ashley, Marilyn and Karen 
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Covid-19, aka Coronavirus, seems to be dominating the news and social media ï 
probably with very good reason. It seems almost churlish to report on any other news 
when this virus seems to be having an increasing effect on the lives of virtually 
everybody. There would certainly seem to be fewer people out and about and the High 
Street is noticeably quiet. Let us hope that all of our shopkeepers and businesses can 
see out these current issues without too much damage to their long-term businesses. 

Forgive me for preaching but I feel it worthwhile re-iterating NHS advice: 

¶ Wash your hands frequently with soap and water ï for at least 20 seconds. 

¶ Always wash your hands when you get home or arrive at work. 

¶ Use hand sanitizer gel if soap and water are not available. 

¶ Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 
you cough or sneeze. 

¶ Put used tissues in a bin and wash your hands straightaway. 

¶ Try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell. 

As a result of the current situation the Societyôs AGM, planned for 21st April, has been 
postponed and will be rescheduled when we have a better idea of the Covid-19 status. 

At the moment we are still planning to run Buntingford in Bloom again this year (see 
right). Judging day will be Saturday 27th June, with the cut-off date for entries Monday 
15th June. Competition entry forms will be available shortly. There will be 3 categories: 

¶ Best Front Garden 

¶ Best Rear Garden 

¶ Best Containers ï these can be pots, troughs or hanging baskets. 

Entry numbers were disappointing last year ï we would certainly hope for bigger 
numbers this year to keep the competition going.  

I hope we can all stay safe and well in Buntingford and the surrounding villages. I wish 
you all well for the future and trust that I can report in a more normal manner in the very 
near future.  

Graham Bonner, Chairman Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 

Buntingford Civic Society was established in 1972 with the aim of improving the 
fabric of the Town. It has led or been involved in many restoration and enhancement 
projects, planning, communication and financial support to improve aspects of life  
in Buntingford. Annual household membership is just Ã10 and includes delivery of 
the Buntingford Journal (10 issues a year) to your door. If you would like to join the 
Civic Society, an application form is on the website at www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
Alternatively, you can pick up a paper copy of the form at the Manor House, or email 
the Membership Secretary, Peter Hay, at membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk.  
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Buntingford Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
DUE TO THE CURRENT SITUATION WITH COVID-19 

(CORONAVIRUS), THE CIVIC SOCIETY A.G.M. HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED. IT WILL BE RE-SCHEDULED FOR A LATER 

DATE. APOLOGIES FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE. 

 

How to enter 
BCS members will have received an entry form with Aprilôs copy of the Journal. Entry 
forms for non-members are available to collect from the Manor House or are 
downloadable from the Civic Society website at www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.  

Simply complete the form ï you may enter one, two or all three categories ï and return 
it to Graham Waite, c/o The Manor House, 21 High Street, Buntingford. Entry forms 
must be received no later than Monday 15th June 2020. 

Judging will take place on Saturday 27th June 2020 and the judges will be looking for: 

¶ Overall design and appearance  

¶ Choice and quality of plants  

¶ Health of plants  

¶ Cleanliness and tidiness of garden  

¶ Lack of weeds  

¶ Plants that attract birds and insects  

¶ Evidence of water conservation  

¶ Evidence of environmentally friendly  
gardening techniques  

Winners will be notified by the end of June 
and Buntingford Gardenersô Club will host 
the prize-giving at their meeting in early 
September. The judging panelôs decision 
will be final. 

All residents of Buntingford are invited to take 

part  in Buntingford Civic Societyôs  

BUNTINGFORD IN BLOOM  
COMPETITION ï 2020 

The competition is open to all gardens in Buntingford, with   

prizes for Best Front Garden, Best Rear Garden and  

Best Containers (including Hanging Baskets). 

http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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B   D  C  B  S   

Our Society will only have two monthly meetings in 2020 on: 

Tuesday 2
nd 
June & Tuesday 1

st
 September  

These will be held at the United Reformed Church Hall,  
Baldock Road, at 8pm . 

Enquiries to Mr Tim Robinson on 01763 243143  

Unfortunately we have had to cancel our Literary 
Lunch in April, and the London Marathon, another 
important fundraiser at this time of year, has been 
postponed until Autumn. But here are two ways you 
can help your local Home-Start without even leaving 
your home.  

First, do you shop with Amazon? Did you know you 
can help raise funds for Home-Start Royston, 
Buntingford and South Cambridgeshire at no extra 
cost to yourself?  

Next time you shop, instead of using the 
usual Amazon homepage, just head to: 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1105385-0.  
When you use our link, Amazon will ask if 
you'd like to make us your designated 
charity and once you've clicked óyesô they 
will make a donation to us every time you 
shop with them. Just remember to bookmark 
the smile.amazon.co.uk homepage and 
use it every time you shop with Amazon. 

The second way to raise money for  
us also gives you a chance of winning 
Ã25,000 for yourself! Just buy a ticket 
for the East Herts Lottery and choose 
Home-Start Royston, Buntingford and 
South Cambridgeshire as your charity 
and 50p from every Ã1 you spend will 
come directly to us, with another 10p 
going to other good causes. The East 
Herts Lottery is open to everyone, 
even people who don't live in East Herts. Use the following link to buy a ticket for  
the next draw and your ticket donation will come to us: https://www.eastherts 
lottery.co.uk/é/home-start-é/buytickets Good luck and thank you for your support! 

 

Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire 

Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts. SG8 6JP.  

t: 01763 262 262 e: admin@hsrsc.org.uk www.hsrsc.org.uk 
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When we tell someone that we sing in a 
Community Choir, the first question is 
normally ñwhat sort of music do you sing?ò 
The usual answer is ña wide variety of 
different music from Rock to Musicalsò. So 
this month I thought I would share with you 
a sample of the actual songs that we have 
been rehearsing over the last few weeks.  

Currently we are planning for the VE Day Celebration and obviously choosing songs 
from, but not exclusively, the 1940s. So far we have tried: óPeg of My Heartô, 
óWhispering Grassô, óHappy Days Are Here Againô and a medley of Military Music. We 
are also looking at the Summer Arts Festival where we are trying out more modern 
tunes: óThe Roseô, óA Million Dreamsô, óSit Downô and óTitaniumô (honestly!). 

Hopefully the current health scare will abate and these events will take place. We are 
still rehearsing, but if we feel that people are in anyway at risk we will have to cancel 
our Monday night meetings. Please check the website beforehand just in case. 

We meet at 7:30 on Monday evenings in Millfield School, Monks Walk, SG9 9DT. 
Starting with a gentle warm up, we have a tea break at about 8:30 and finish at 9:30. 
Just come along with a bottle of water, a pencil and plenty of enthusiasm. There are no 
auditions, you do not have to read music, and anyone over 16 years of age with any 
singing ability is welcome. Itôs only Ã4 a week and the first week is a free try-out.   

For more information go to our website:  www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk  
Or email:  info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk 

Voluntary Charity Trustee Position 
An opportunity has arisen for a local person to join the Bishop Seth Ward 

Alsmhouse Trust board of trustees.  

The Trust is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the 300+ year-old 
Almshouse building and garden, situated close to St Peterôs Church in Buntingford,  
which houses eight 
residents. The Trust 
further owns and 
operates rented 
property, financially 
contributing to the 
support of this historic 
listed building. 

If you are seeking to 
contribute to the local 
community, you have 
some spare time and 
have gained some of 
lifeôs invaluable skills, 
working knowledge 
with property or possibly legislative compliance, and feel you would like to join this 
worthwhile and enjoyable enterprise, please contact our secretary by email at: 
prhibberd@gmail.com 

Chris Dobner, Chairman 

http://www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
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 Down at Hyde Hall Farm 

So in what peculiar circumstances I find myself writing this article. Firstly, for the record,  
I am not Ben but in fact his wife Fiona as Ben is busy in the fields. We finally have a  
small break in the weather allowing some field work to happen. Ben has dictated some 
notes as a farming update for the Journal as everyone on the farm is now flat out at a 
very important time trying to establish spring crops, of which we grow spring barley for 
the brewing industry, oats for horse feed and spring beans for either human consumption 
or animal feed.  

Conditions are far from easy (sorry, itôs that weather moan again) as the soil is still very 
saturated from our wet winter, but we are managing to get on and drill the crops. Just as 
importantly, we are also busy feeding the crops that were sown in the autumn ï wheat 
and oilseed rape. As you may have noticed with your own lawns and gardens, everything 
has suddenly sprung into action and growth. It is vitally important that we get some feed 
into these crops in the form of nitrogen that we spin onto the fields, which then dissolves 
for the crops to take up through their root system.  

I guess with everything that is going on of far greater importance within our lives and the 
coronavirus this all seems slightly inconsequential, but it also reinforces in my mind the 
need for us as a nation to be self-sufficient as far as possible in food. A recent ñworthyò 
professor, whilst advising Dominic Cummings of the Tory party, advocated effectively 
finishing crop production on all of our UK land and letting it ñrewildò to a woodland/scrub 
state, then importing all of our food from abroad. Whilst you would hardly expect me as a 
farmer to agree with this, I do genuinely feel that it is times like this, when we see 
supermarket shelves and butchers shops empty and imports restricted if not banned, how 
ludicrous a proposal this is. This next harvest will be vitally important to make sure stocks 
of crops such as wheat for flour, bread and pasta production and oats for cereals are 
grown with maximum efficiency to ensure our country cupboards are full. And of course 
we mustnôt forget the barley for beer, which many of us feel is equally as important!  

But the world goes on and as I am driving my tractor up and down the field whilst 
dictating this I have two hares boxing each other ï a sure sign that spring has sprung ï 
kites and buzzards are circling above me and a large herd of deer is just on the edge of 
the field. I count my lucky stars that at least my social distancing comes with a fine view. 

So whatôs happening elsewhere at Hyde 
Hall Farm? We are underway with our latest 
barn conversion to an office. This barn 
dating from, we believe, circa 1540, differs 
from the others on the farm in that it is a 
large brick barn. We have reroofed the 
entire length which, given the winter we 
have just had, has not been an easy job for 
the guys working on it. We have opened up 
the historic ventilation slits which will be 
windows and are currently repointing the 
entire building ï a thankless task but 
necessary, and hopefully the barn will be 
magnificent when itôs done.  

We have also rehomed a few chickens (left) 
ï and a mighty fine cockerel called Peter, 
so named by his previous owners ï so we 
now have our own eggs. We took delivery 
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The FORQ executive have kept busy in the 
last month. It isnôt easy doing field work at 
this time of year but a walk was completed 
of the Rib in the Buckland and Reed area, 
just north of Buntingford. Our aim is to 
complete a number of these types of walks 
of various stretches of the Rib and Quin. 

The reports and photographs taken will form part of our benchmarking database. 

What has been very exciting in the last month or so is that we are now in contact with a 
growing number of like-minded groups in the wider area. With all these groups working 
together, momentum regarding the necessity to protect our valuable rivers is growing fast. 
To that end the Chalk Aquifer Alliance has been formed with its first meeting on 17th 
March. One or more of the FORQ executive members will also attend a meeting of the 
Friends of the River Shep in April. It is fantastic to see that there are so many groups out 
there similar to FORQ. We are sure that by working together we will not only learn from 
each otherôs experiences but really apply pressure where needed to protect all the rivers. 

FORQ was also represented at a meeting held between Buntingford Town Council (BTC), 
Thames Water, the Environment Agency, Affinity Water and the H&M Wildlife Trust. The 
meeting covered a wide range of topics that affect the rivers. It is hoped that regular 
meetings can be held between these parties so that we can work together to improve the 
rivers while also providing the water that we all need through our taps. 

We are starting to get things ready for some events that we are planning to hold or attend 
this year. The first of these is our Spring Meeting, planned for 20th April. The FORQ 
executive is very aware of the Coronavirus situation and will review whether to hold this 
meeting nearer to the date. The last thing we want to do is put anybody at risk. Please 
check the FORQ website ï https://friendsoftherib. word press.com/ ï for updates. We 
will of course send out information on the meeting to our newsletter subscribers. To join 
our mailing list please sign up via the website. 

Pauline Ayres, Communications FORQ 

of four fabulous piggies 
yesterday (right) which are 
Saddleback X Large Whites 
and originate from Stand-
alone Farm, so in a few 
months all being well we  
will have pork (shameless 
marketing here but boxes of 
pork will be available to buy 
around end of June, contact 
Ben for more information). 

So as we continue to look 
forward to the future, I am 
readying myself for home 
schooling ï the vegetable 
garden may never look so 
good! Wishing you all the 
best of health and hope by the next time we write an article for the Journal things may 
have calmed down just a little. 

Ben & Fiona Cannon / ben@hydehall.com / www.hydehall.com  

https://friendsoftherib.wordpress.com/
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Minister: Vacant Secretary: Peter Godbert / Tel: 01763 281359 
   buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 

All Services and Regular Events at Christ Church have been 
CANCELLED until the end of April due to the Coronavirus 

restrictions. Most clubs and activities in the Church Hall have 
also been cancelled -  one exception is the Buntingford School 
of Dance, but please check with your club or activity provider. 

Website:  www.buntingfordurc.org.uk 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/URCBuntingford 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
At the time of going to press, of the contributors who send me information on 
Church services only Robin Southgate of URC had phoned to inform me of the 
cancellation of services and events at Christ Church and the URC Hall. However, 
given the announcement by the Archbishop of Canterbury, I suspect that services 
at all other local churches are also cancelled. Iôm sure regular church-goers will 
already know more than I do, but I would suggest that you check before attending 
any service listed here. 

Christine Noble 

ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER  
Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford.  Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Father Cyril Chiaha 

Sunday Mass:  9:15am (with term-time Childrenôs Liturgy on  

2nd & 4th Sun only);  Holy Day Mass:  7pm;    

Weekday Mass:  Tues & Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10:30am (with  

Exposition and Benediction 11-11:30am), Sat 9:30am;   

Confessions:  Sat 10:30-11am 
 

ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY & ENGLISH MARTYRS  
Catholic Church 
Sunday Mass:  Saturday 6pm (Puckeridge), 11:15am (Old Hall Green);   

Holy Day Mass:  10:30am (Puck.);  Weekday Mass:  Wed 10:30am (Puck.);  

Confessions:  Sat 5.15-5.45pm (Puckeridge) 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden   S t .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches:  

St. Peterôs has a more contemporary style, St. Maryôs more traditional,  

St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical. Everyone is welcome at our churches. 

Services for April 2020? 
Sunday 5th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship  

  Palm 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service 

  Sunday 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Holy Communion 

 3:00pm St Peterôs, Buntingford Crafty Easter & Fun Activities 
 

Thursday 9th  8:00pm St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Stripping of the Altar 
 

Good  Mid-day St Peterôs, Buntingford Act of Witness 

  Friday 10th 7:45pm St Maryôs, Aspenden Crucifixion Narrative 

     (Tenebrae) Service 
 

Sunday 12th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

  Easter  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Easter Family Communion 

  Sunday  11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Easter Family Communion 
 

Sunday 19th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 26th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford  All Age Interactive Service 

Services for April 2020? 
St Maryôs, Braughing 
Wed 1st 9.30am  Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 5th 10.30am  Morning Worship with Palm Procession 
Wed 8th 9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
Thurs 9th 8.00pm  HC and Stripping of the Altar 
Fri 10th 2.00pm  An hour before the Cross ï 
     Reflective Service 
Sun 12th 9.30am All Age HC Easter Celebration  
Wed 15th  9.30am  No Holy Communion  
Sun 19th 11.15am All Age Holy Communion with Baptism  
Wed 22nd 9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
Sun 26th  9.30am Holy Communion  
Wed 29th  9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
   

St Maryôs, Furneux Pelham 
Mon 6th 7.00pm  Compline 
Fri 10th  7.30pm Good Friday Readings and Music  
Sun 12th  11.15am  All Age HC Easter Celebration 
Sun 19th 9.30am  Caf® Church  
Sun 26th 11.15am  Morning Worship 
  

St Maryôs, Stocking Pelham 
Tues 7th  7.00pm Compline 
Fri 10th 10.30am Family Good Friday Service 

St. Maryõs  
Stocking Pelham 

RS- L@QX½R 

Furneux Pelham  

The Ash and Quin 

Valleys Group 
Revôd Julie Gawthrope  

01920 823531  
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 Reginald Cotterell Butler 
Sculptor, 1913ï1981 

Buntingford has acknowledged several of 
its prominent residents from the past by 
naming buildings or the school after them, 
or by applying a blue plaque to a relevant 
address. But a sculptor, draughtsman, 
print-maker and artist of international 
renown who was born and lived in the 
town for some 20 years seems to have 
been completely forgotten.  

Reg Butler was born on 24th April 1913 in 
Bridgefoot House where his parents, 
Frederick William and Edith Butler, were 
the master and mistress of the Buntingford 
Union Workhouse. Perhaps the reason for 
this omission was that once he started 
work he lived away from the town and 
once his talent was recognised he was 

elsewhere in the county. He also complicated matters by changing his name: when he 
started out, as an architect, he thought the name Cotterell Butler was more suitable. 

His early life was described by Rosemary Butler, his second wife, in an interview for 
óNational Life Stories: Artistsô Livesô, a series sponsored by the British Library. Regôs 
father Frederick, who was born in 1880, had been apprenticed to Joseph Paxton and had 
been an under-gardener at Chatsworth, then became head gardener at Takeley Manor. It 
was here that he met Edith who was the daughter of William Barltrop, the blacksmith at 
The Forge in Takeley, which might be felt to be significant for Regôs future. Frederick also 
claimed to be distantly related to the poet William Butler Yeats; whether or not there was 
such a connection, in future life Reg used to suggest he was part Irish. It seems Frederick 
served for a while in a Guards regiment but was invalided out, which may explain how he 
came to be the master of Buntingford Union Workhouse.  

As an only child and late arrival, Reg was indulged and treated like a sort of prince; as the 
masterôs son, he enjoyed a very superior position. Initially he was educated privately and 
did not go away to school until the age of 14, when he attended Hertford Grammar where 
he became head boy. In Buntingford he was taught woodwork by Tom Brody, the local 
coffin maker, and Reg would make his own furniture throughout his life. His father had 
definite views on education: you donôt send your child away to boarding school, you send 
your child to school to learn and then they come home to be taught everything else in life 
by their parents. But Frederick also believed in the benefits of travel and in 1934 Reg was 
sent to Germany, where he attended a Nuremberg rally and saw Hitler perform. 

His early artistic talent was nurtured through walks to Layston Church where he would 
paint the scenery in watercolours. He made a pin-hole camera and is also believed to 
have made the first television in Hertfordshire and to have got the first TV licence. All 
through his life his natural aptitude with his hands enabled him to make the tools he 
needed to a very high mathematical standard. At school he was particularly interested in 
science, chemistry and maths, and the headmaster and head of maths were very 
influential. It was suggested he go to Oxford but in the event he decided to study 
architecture. He enrolled on a seven-year course at Regent Street Polytechnic but only 
completed two years and became apprenticed to a firm of architects. He was obviously 
talented ï he designed the clock tower for Slough Town Hall in 1936, aged just 23, as 

2ÅÇ "ÕÔÌÅÒȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÄ ÂÙ  
,ÏÒÄ 3ÎÏ×ÄÅÎ 



 17 

 

well as several houses in Munden, Munden Bury and Bushey ï and was accepted to 
study and subsequently lecture at the School of Architecture of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects in London from 1937 to 1939.  

The workhouse closed in 1935 and Regôs parents left Buntingford, finding a house in 
Brookmanôs Park. Reg lived with them for a while, then in September 1938 he married  
Jo Child who lived on a farm at Munden Bury. Her youngest brother had been Regôs fag 
at Hertford Grammar School, which may be how they met. They married in the local 
church at 8am ï it seems Reg was not very religious, but perhaps the timing was also 
influenced by international events. Reg could see that war was coming, not just from his 
experience in Germany: he had been a member of the Officersô Training Corp at school. 
He was offered a scholarship to Sandhurst but did not accept it. His father had died the 
year before he married and his mother was devastated, so he had to look after her and 
settled her in a flat in Cockfosters. By this time his architectural practice had become 
more prosperous: he was now more interested in building research and less in actual 
building. He had acquired consultancies with Poole Potteries and London Brick, but he 
also used a barn at Munden Bury as a workshop, set up a lathe and started to mend 
farm machinery. He made a hand press that he and Jo used to print curtains. 

When war was declared Reg was called up and selected for the Parachute Regiment. 
However, advised by the solicitor Ambrose Pelly, he was accepted as a pacifist and he 
and Jo moved to Midhurst, West Sussex, where they lived in a caravan and he advised 
local farmers. It was here, having to repair and make farm machinery, that he developed 
his blacksmith iron-forging skills and lead casting. He also utilised his carpentry to start 
carving pieces in wood. After the war he and Jo returned to Munden Bury where he was 
still involved with the Architectural Association as a technical editor. In fact he did not 
relinquish his status as an architect until 1950, although by then he had gone in a 
completely different direction. Deciding to concentrate on sculpture, he felt it necessary 
to change his name and that was when he became known as Reg Butler.   

Largely self-taught, his career as a sculptor began in 1947 when he rented a barn near 
Hatfield House as a studio. He had got to know Henry Moore as a neighbour and in 
1948 worked for him as an assistant. This association opened doors and in 1949 held 
the first of five solo exhibitions at the Hanover Gallery in London. Initially his figures were 
in forged iron, then he moved to welded iron. 
Subsequently he devised his own bronze shell casting 
method by which tin, lead and copper were cast into 
sticks, which with a hot metal tool and oxyacetylene 
could be pasted into a mould instead of hot-poured. 
Throughout his life his main preoccupation and focus 
of his work was the figure, increasingly female.    

In 1950, on the recommendation of Henry Moore, Reg 
became the Gregory Fellow in Sculpture at Leeds 
University, a position he held until 1953. His career 
blossomed. In 1951 he was commissioned by the Arts 
Council and the LCC to create a work for the Festival 
of Britain which is now housed in the Festival Hall. In 
the same year he was invited to join the Slade School 
of Art in London as a lecturer and he stayed there until 
1980. In 1952 his work was exhibited in the British 
Pavilion at the Venice Biennale. 

It was probably through architecture that he got to 
know Howard Robertson, the architect of Hatfield 
Technical College, who gave him, also in 1952, a 

4ÈÅ Ȭ"ÉÒÄ #ÁÇÅȭȟ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȢ 

(Continued on page 18) 
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 commission for the college. It 
was entitled óThe Oracleô (left) 
and can still be seen there 
today. He bought a shop in  
Park Street, Hatfield, which  
he converted to a studio. He 
remarked in later life that looking 
up at the planes coming over 
from the airfield at De Haviland 
encouraged him to pose his 
female figures with their faces 
turned upwards. 

The following year Reg won a prestigious inter-
national competition for a monument to the unknown 
political prisoner which was to be sited in Berlin, 
beating established artists including Calder, Gabo and 
Hepworth. In the event the monument was never built 
but the maquette (right) is in the Tate Gallery. Reg 
commented that to many it looked like just a collection 
of wires. but he saw it as a tower with three women 
looking up at it, recalling political prisoners in 
concentration camps. He was now internationally 
famous and in 1955 had his first exhibition at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York, followed in 1957 
with his first exhibition in Berlin. In 1959 he was filmed 
by John Read for BBC television. Further exhibitions 
followed in the US in 1963 and again in New York in 
1973. In 1983, after his death, a retrospective 
exhibition was held at the Tate Gallery. 

For much of his work Reg had the assistance of 
Rosemary Young. Initially she was his student at the 
Slade, then became his assistant at Hatfield until she 
was recognised as a sculptor in her own right. When 
the studio at Hatfield became too cramped for the two 
of them, she acquired her own studio in Harrow and 
they commuted between the two. Eventually their association became rather more 
intimate, she adopted the Butler surname and they had two children, a boy and a girl. 
Rosemary commented that Jo was not really maternal but was an excellent cook and 
hostess. With five now in the household they needed larger premises and found a 
suitable house at Berkhamsted. And it was here that Reg continued to work until he 
suffered a heart attack in 1981 and died at the age of 68. 

The question has been asked why such an influential figure is not commemorated in 
Buntingford? Perhaps now his story has been told that might be rectified. 

Brian Thompson, Buntingford Local History Group  

Meetings of the Local History Group are cancelled until further notice. 
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Buntingford Local History Groupôs Guide to 

Street Names in Buntingford / Part 2 ï Di to M 

(Continued on page 20) 

Dixon Place ï Named after Doctor Henry Edward Dixon who was Buntingfordôs doctor 
during the 1900s. He was the last doctor in the area to do his rounds on horseback. 

Downhall Ley ï Named after the Manor of Downhall which in 1605 was owned by John 
Crouch and was merged with the Manor of Alswick in about 1720. Originally the road 
here was called Gas House Lane as it led to the gas works by the river. Presumably 
the developers who bought the land when the gas works was disbanded wanted a 
more pleasant name for the road in the new estate, hence Downhall Ley. 

Dray Gardens  ï William James Dray was a private in the 1st Battalion Hertfordshire 
Regiment. He died aged 24 and is commemorated on the Menin Gate at Ypres, 
Belgium, and on the Buntingford War Memorial. 

Ermine Court  ï Presumably named after Ermine Street, now the High Street.  

Ermine Street  ï This is the original Roman Road which ran through Buntingford on its 
way from London up through Lincoln and on to York. 

Fairfield ï This was originally part of Buntingford's Railway Station yard which was 
demolished in the 1960s. Prior to the building of the railway it was the site for the 
annual fair that used to visit the town, hence the Fair Field. 

Fairweather Court  ï Leslie Fairweather served as a Private but rose to the rank of 
Lieutenant in the Linconshire Regiment. He died aged 20 and is buried in Cite 
Bonjean Military Cemetery at Armentieres in France. He is commemorated on the 
Buntingford War Memorial. 

Freman Drive  ï Named after Elizabeth Freman (nee Crouch) who lived with her family 
at Aspenden Hall. She left money in her will to finance the Grammar School to 
educate local children. 

Garden Road  ï This was possibly part of the garden of Layston Cottage. 

Gate House Mews  ï Named after the gate house that stands at the front of these 
mews, now 22 High Street. Once the site of a malting business, demolished in 1910. 

Greenways  ï Named after the green way (footpath) that was at the northern end of the 
road. The footpath is still there and crosses over the A10 by a footbridge. 

Gunstock Court ï At one time a joiners called Gunstock Joinery, owned by the North 
family, had their workshops here. 

Hagger Close  ï Harry Hagger was a driver in the 4th Reserve Brigade Royal Field 
Artillery. He died aged 20 on 10th February 1916. He is buried in Greenwich 
Cemetery and is commemorated on the Aspenden War Memorial. 

Hare Street Road  ï This was originally called Turnpike Hill as there was a subsidiary 
turnpike gate placed across it to stop travellers heading north on Ermine St from 
nipping up here and going round to the east of the town to avoid the main turnpike 
gate on the town bridge. It later became Hare Street Lane and now is known as Hare 
Street Road, leading to the hamlet of Hare Street. 

Hensby Drive  ï Hensby fought in the First World War and was from Buckland. 

High Street  ï The main street containing most of the shops and services. 

Honey Lane ï This area originally housed a large apiary where they kept beehives, 
producing large quantities of honey. 

Howard Lane ï Ernest Alfred Howard was a private in the 1st Battalion East Surrey 
Regiment. He died aged 18 on 24th September 1918. He is buried in Metz-En-
Couture Cemetery in France and commemorated on Buntingford War Memorial.  
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 Hummerstone Close ï Frederick Hummerstone was a Private in the Hertfordshire 
Regiment. He died aged 20 and is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial at 
Ypres. George Percy Hummerstone was a Private in the 6th Battalion Bedfordshire 
Regiment. He died aged 23 and is buried in Heilly Station Cemetery. Both are 
commemorated on the Great Hormead War Memorial. 

Jackson Court ï Mr Jackson was the butcher whose shop was to the left of Jackson 
Court, now 49 High Street. 

Keen Avenue ï Albert Edward Keen was a private in the first Battalion Bedfordshire 
Regiment. He died aged 21 on the 24th April 1915. He is buried in Boulogne Cemetery 
and commemorated on Buntingford War Memorial.  

Knights Close ï The Knights family ran a dairy from land near to the Watermill. 

Layston Meadow ï Named after Layston House and its grounds, which originally 
occupied this site and Snells Mead. 

Little Court ï This refers to the large house which stands behind the gates on Wydiall 
Road. A house was originally built here in the early 1600s, which was replaced in the 
early 1800s by the present house.  

Little Lane ï A small lane, not accessible to vehicles, which runs from the High Street to 
Wydiall Road and presumably called Little Lane to distinguish it from Great Lane, 
which is now called Church Street. 

London Road ï Part of the historic main road which runs up from London and passes 
through Buntingford on its way to Cambridge and Kings Lynn. 

Longmead ï Named after Longmead House which once stood in this area. Like several 
large houses that once existed in Buntingford, it was demolished to make room to 
build new properties on the site of the house and its grounds.  

Luynes Rise ï Named after the French Town of Luynes with which Buntingford has been 
twinned since 1978. 

Market Hill ï So named because a market has been held here since medieval days. In 
1360 Elizabeth De Burgh moved her market from Chipping to Buntingford and it has 
remained there pretty much since. There used to be cattle markets on Mondays, but 
nowadays the Monday market only has a few stalls. 

Mayes Drive ï Leonard Walter Mayes was a private in the 2nd Battalion Bedfordshire 
Regiment. He died aged 24 on the 29th August 1918. He is buried at Combles 
Communal Cemetery, Somme, and commemorated on Buntingford War Memorial. 

Meadow View ï Originally a meadow. 

Meeting House Lane ï At one time this was called Meeting Alley. There was a Quaker 
meeting house here from about 1715 to around 1930, and the Salvation Army citadel 
was also in this Lane. A building that sat between the church and the houses to the 
left of the Lane was demolished to widen the alley and allow vehicular access. 

Miles Way ï Arthur Miles was a Lance Corporal in the 1st Battalion Bedfordshire 
Regiment attached to the Trench Mortar Battery. He died aged 23 on the 22nd July 
1918 and is buried in Combles Cemetery, Somme, and commemorated on 
Buntingford War Memorial.  

Mill Close ï Named after the Water Mill on the opposite side of Luynes Rise.  

Monks Walk ï Named after James Henry Monk who was born in Buntingford in 1784 
and became the Bishop of Gloucester. In his later life Monk started to lose his sight 
and returned to live in Buntingford where he could walk the well-remembered paths of 
his childhood. One such path took him from his home along Baldock Road and then 
along a path roughly following the current Monks Walk. He died in Buntingford in 1856 
and is buried in Westminster Abbey. 
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If you would like to contribute to the Buntingford Journal,  

please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095  

or email Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

I am happy to be able to report that our ex Police Sergeant Duncan 
Wallace has agreed to be co-opted to the Town Council. Duncan has 
served Buntingford for many years in his role as a Police Officer and 
will now continue to serve the town as a Town Councillor. It will be no 
surprise to learn that this was a unanimous decision of the Council. 

We look forward to working with Duncan over the coming years. 

Work to the new cemetery has ground to a halt due to the very wet ground conditions. 
Itôs still hoped that we can open mid-year but as yet no date has been confirmed. 

Councillors Graham Bonner and Graham Waite are working really hard to arrange the 
forthcoming VE Day celebrations. This will be on Saturday 9th May on the Seth Ward 
Community Centre field. There will be live music, fair rides, food and a paying bar, along 
with many other planned activities. The event starts at 2pm and goes on until late 
evening. Come along to some or all of it, food can be purchased or bring a picnic. 
Further details to be announced nearer the time. 

At the time of writing the spread of Coronavirus is increasing, bringing some worrying 
times. Hopefully we will be able to deal with this as it progresses. Details of a new local 
volunteer help group are on the following page. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

Website: www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town Council has published a number of  
Privacy Notices. These can be viewed on the Town Council website. 

Town Council meetings for April 2020 

Thurs 2nd  April 
 

Thurs 9th April 
 

Thurs 30th April 
 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee  

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. Members of 

the public are welcome to attend. Please check the BTC website for details.  
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 Buntingford Town Council Statement on Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Buntingford Town Council is aware that many residents of the town and surrounding 
villages are concerned about the present situation regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
and the affect it is having on daily life. 

We would encourage all members of the public to follow Government guidelines and 
take all sensible precautions to avoid contracting the virus. These guidelines can be 
found on the Hertfordshire County Council website www.hertordshire.gov.uk 

We are aware that there are some residents of the town who are elderly and vulnerable, 
especially those with underlying health problems, and we would encourage those 
residents to take extra care. 

There are some residents of the town who have offered to help those in need and 
working with them we have formed the óBuntingford and surrounding villages community 
support against Coronavirusô group. 

If you are in a position to help those who are self-isolating, elderly or vulnerable, or  
you are in need of help yourself, we would ask that you contact us using either of the 
methods detailed below, leaving your name and contact details (telephone number, 
address and email). For safeguarding purposes, we are only able to register volunteers 
who are listed on the Electoral Role OR who are police / security checked. 

If you are aware of someone who you regard as being in need of help but are unable to 
give assistance yourself, please contact the Council on 01763 877 545 or by email to 
heretohelp.buntingford@gmail.com and we will try to match help with requirement. 

By registering with us as a volunteer or someone in need of help, it will be presumed 
that you agree to us using your information under the GDPR regulations. 

mailto:heretohelp.buntingford@gmail.com


 23 

 

News from Your District and  
County Councillor, Jeff Jones 

Covid 19 Update 
I am somewhat reluctant to give an update on the 
Coronavirus pandemic as the news changes daily, and by 
the time you are reading this the situation will have 
changed again. However, the County Councilôs Director of 
Public Health, Jim McManus, has been working tirelessly 
to keep councillors and staff updated on the latest 
situation. Measures are in place to address the health 
crisis with various degrees of priority. The PCC Elections 
scheduled for 7th May have been cancelled. 

We all have a role to play in prevention. If we all play our 
part, we help to protect everyone. Here are some simple 
things you can do to help stop germs including coronavirus from spreading: 

¶ Always carry tissues with you and use them to catch your cough or sneeze. Then bin 
the tissue and wash your hands, or use a sanitiser gel. 

¶ Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after using public transport. 
Use a sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available. 

¶ DO NOT touch your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

¶ Avoid close contact with people who are unwell.  

Summer Arts 2020 
I am pleased to see that a weekend Summer Arts Festival is being planned for June, with 
Layston Court Gardens as the main venue. This is a very suitable event to be held during 
Hertfordshire Year of Culture 2020. I was also pleased to be able to use some of my 
Locality Budget as a contribution towards the cost of the event. I do hope that health 
measures do not cause the event to be cancelled. 

Buntingford Health Centre 
I have been meeting with our NHS Clinical Commissioning Group officers to discuss 
expansion of the Health Centre. They are looking at two potential schemes: 

1) Expansion of the current Health Centre by 50% into a section of the Nevetts site. 

2) A new health/residential scheme on the Nevetts site to include a new Health Centre. 

My personal preference would be option 2. This would allow for a new Health Centre with 
additional facilities including a Health Hub on the ground floor with apartments above that 
would help fund the new facilities. A purpose built new Health Centre would also be able 
to accommodate convenient car parking for residents, staff and patients. I am working 
with the County Council, who own the site, to ensure that all options are fully considered. 

Community Litter Pick 
I am arranging for a Buntingford Spring Clean Litter Pick on Sunday 5th April. Meet at The 
Manor House at 10am and following refreshments we will spend a couple of hours 
collecting litter, returning to the Manor House at noon. All equipment, gloves, pickers and 
refuse sacks will be provided. If you have a couple of hours to spare on the day, this is a 
good opportunity to contribute to cleaning up our town and keeping it litter free. 

Councillor Advice 
I receive many requests for advice and help on District or County Council matters. If you 
have concerns that you need help with I am always available ï contact details below. 

Cllr Jeff Jones, District and County Councillor, Buntingford Ward 
07836 232963 / Jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
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 Looking Back At 

NEVETTS CARE HOME 
April 1975 ï April 2019 

Nevetts Care Home was built and run by Herts 
County Council. The Home was named after 
Thomas Nevett, a master builder well thought 
of in the town due to his kind and generous 
nature. He built the Tudor-style house in 
Bowling Green Lane as a family house for 
himself. The Care Home was built to 
accommodate 48 residents, mostly in twin-
bedded rooms. On the first floor there were 
three flats for senior staff. The detached house 
next door was occupied by the Homeôs 
manager and family. The first manager was a 
Mrs Betty Pearson, who had to be called by her 
full name. She also insisted on the beds being 
made with hospital corners: God help you if 
they werenôt! 

Nevetts was never an attractive building, but it made up for this by being very homely 
inside and as it wasnôt a large home, everyone knew everyone else ï staff, residents 
and relatives. After the sudden closure of the Home, I wanted people to know what a 
good place it had been for hundreds of people, how all the different staff over the years 
did a superb job treating residents as family and making them feel happy and useful. 

Over the years Nevetts has been home to many people who all benefitted in some way 
from the love and care they received there. The staff also benefitted from becoming part 
of their lives, listening to their life stories and being there for them. Such a variety of 
people! One lady had trekked across South Africa as a young girl in a cart pulled by 
oxen, looking after the children of the family. One lady had cooked for the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace, another had been housekeeper for Princess Margaret, and we had 
an ex-butler for Lord Louis Mountbatten. Another lady escorted evacuees to America in 
World War II, while one gentleman had been a Japanese prisoner-of-war. Another had 
been at The Somme in World War I. 

Iôve lost count of how many 100th birthdays weôve celebrated, with one gentleman 
reaching 105. We used to warm his pyjamas on his radiator every night for him, he didnôt 
like cold ones! One lady who turned 100 just before Christmas switched the lights on ï 
half the residents watched her do it ï then tucked into sherry and mince pies from the 
Manor House. This same ladyôs daughter sometimes brought her pet donkey when she 
came to visit and, as her mother was on the first floor, the donkey went up in the lift. The 
residents loved it! Luckily for us the donkey was house trained. 

We also had a wedding. Alice and Fred got engaged, then got married at St Peterôs 
Church, followed by a reception for about 100 people at Nevetts. On their wedding night 
Alice got upset as it was single beds so Jackie Hammond and I, we were both working 
that night, tied the beds together assuring one happy pair of newly-weds. 

Ouida had a background in show business. She had photographs of her mother on 
stage as a Gaiety Girl and herself as Principal Boy in pantomime. She used to say that 
Marie Lloyd was her sister-in-law. Our Norah, as we called her, was well known in the 
town ï she was forever running errands for the staff. 

"ÒÏÎ×ÅÎ ×ÅÁÒÉÎÇ Á ÐÁÒÔÙ ÈÁÔȢ 
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The activities have 
been too many to 
mention them all. 
In the beginning 
we would take  
the residents on 
holiday, but this 
had to change as 
more of them 
became too frail  
or found the 
travelling too 
much. Instead we 
did day trips to the 
coast, river trips, 
Christmas lights in 
London, theatre 
trips, pub outings. 
We held tea 
dances and fetes. 
Children came in from the local schools and did Nativity plays, sang, danced and played 
instruments. A man used to come in dressed as Crocodile Dundee with a variety of 
wildlife ï snakes, spiders etc. ï which the residents liked to stroke and handle. Loads of 
entertainers have visited over the years ï singers, bands, Elvis always went down well.  

All this cost money and this is where the 
amazing staff came in. They held raffles, 
jumble sales, did walks, made and sold 
cakes at auctions. Curry nights for 
friends and family were always sold out. 
All of this was done by the staff in their 
own time. Nevetts was lucky to have had 
some lovely staff over the years. Some 
stayed a long while, some not so long, 
but all made a difference. Working in a 
care home is not an easy job. Itôs 
stressful, heart-breaking at times, and 
underpaid, but itôs also very rewarding. 
You meet people who enrich your life 
and thereôs great job satisfaction in 

helping others who depend on you. It helps 
if you donôt mind making a fool of yourself 
The staff put on shows and pantomimes. At 
6ft 4in, Grahame dressed as Cinderella was 
a sight to behold, and Debbie Watling and 
Dawn Smith as the ugly sisters gave us all 
nightmares for a week in 2017!  

Nevetts was taken over by a non-profit-
making company when Herts County 
Council couldnôt afford to run the countyôs 

! ÖÉÎÔÁÇÅ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎ ÓÈÏ× ÉÎ .ÅÖÅÔÔÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ 

!ÂÏÖÅȡ 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÅÒ  
Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈȩ ,ÅÆÔȡ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÈÅÅÒȦ 

(Continued on page 26) 
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 care homes any more. This 
firm ran a competition in the 
homes it took over to find  
a name to call itself. The 
competition was won by 
Carol Pilkington of Nevetts 
who came up with Quantum 
Care and Nevetts was 
given Ã100. After Quantum 
Care took over, the 
changes were many. The 
staff flats were made into 
bedrooms and another 
lounge was added. 
Downstairs rooms and the 
dining room were altered, 
and a new entrance added.  

Not everything turned out better, but Quantum 
Careôs training was very good and their 
standards were very high. They hold an award 
ceremony every year for staff nominated for 
achieving high standards. On their 25th 
anniversary they ran a ósilver wishô competition. 
Every resident in every home was asked what 
they wished to do and if possible it was 
granted. One of Nevettsô residents, who used to 
own horses, wanted to groom one again and 
got to groom some of the Queenôs Royal Horse 
Guardsô horses. Another lady had a private tour 
of Alswick Hall gardens, followed by a cream 
tea courtesy of Annie and Mike Johnson. This 
lady was nearly blind and wanted to smell all 
the flowers. Debbie Worby, a regular visitor to 
the home, organised a party for a resident with 
over 30 of her relatives attending.  

Unfortunately, in March last year we were told that Quantum Care was shutting us down 
because the home was too small. We were out and the home empty in just 6 weeks. 
Everyone was very upset, staff, residents, relatives. All the residents went to other 
homes and I hope they are happy. Some of us hoped with a few alterations we could 
stay open, but it was not to be. Being a smaller home was an advantage as we knew 
every resident. OK, we didnôt have en-suites and the other extras that larger homes had, 
we didnôt have a fancy garden, but we were one big happy family. We loved our 
residents (still do), made friends of their families, and did our best to make life easier for 
them all. I hope the staff are happy in their new homes and keeping up the good work. 

Thank you to all the local shopkeepers who donated raffle prizes every year, to Julia 
Johnson at Sainsburyôs for the flowers regularly given ï the residents loved them. 
Thanks also to Jan in the Isabel Hospice shop for all the things she gave. The closure  
truly was the end of an era in Buntingford. Nevetts, you are missed. 

Pam Roberts ï 44 years at Nevetts 

!ÌÌ ÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÕÐ ÁÓ 0ÅÁÒÌÙ +ÉÎÇÓ Ǫ 1ÕÅÅÎÓ 
ɉÁÂÏÖÅɊȟ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÁÒÎÉÖÁÌ 0ÁÒÁÄÅ ɉÒÉÇÈÔɊȢ 


