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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

11:00am ï 11:45am 
 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:00pm ï 6:45pm  
 
 

4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 9:45pm 
 

8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

11:00am & 11:45am 

 
4:15pm ï 9:00pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm  
 

8:10pm ï 8:55pm  

 

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall (term time). Contact Jen Harris 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow, a fun exercise & activity class, to age 5. Term time at Seth 
Ward CC. Ã2 per child. Contact the Buntingford Collective on Facebook. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Positive Movement exercises at Seth Ward CC. Ã3. 01462 678804. 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Ballet Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward CC. Contact Peter Deacon 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk. For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. 
Call Danny on 07879 853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã2 for first child, then 50p for 
each additional child of same family, includes drink and snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

Tappy Toes at Seth Ward CC. Dance & movement for children who are 
confidently walking, up to age 4. Ã2 per family. Term time only. 01763 273008.  

Ballet, Modern & Tap Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School of 
Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s & Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit 
Astro Turf. For more info, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

óBraughing Singô Community Choir at Jenyns School, Braughing. 
Contact Elaine 07501 495940 / 01763 289738 / www.braughingsing.com. 

Adult Tap Dance Classes for Fun & Fitness at Freman College.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

D   E  ï A  2017 
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8:30pm ï 9:30pm 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
10am for 10:30am 
 

 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

6:45pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

7:30pm  

 
8:00pm 
 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

9:45am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00 
  
  

 1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
 

 
 
 
2:00pm ï 3:00pm 

 
4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

4:30pm ï 7:45pm  
 

 

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more  
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

BALFF New 10-week course óRoyal Gardensô started 25th Jan at the 
Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Contact Julia 01763 272584 (page 48). 

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Freestyle & Shotokan Karate at Freman College. Contact Sensei John 
Srinivassan, Mushin Academy of Karate, 07722 071408. 

Cardio Blast at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 
647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 

Ware & District Photographic Society at Arts Centre, Kibes Lane, Ware, 
SG12 7ED.  SepïMay. Barbara 01920 822104 or see www.wareps.org.uk  
 
 

Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
 

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
  

Pilates (Beginners) at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui Smith 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Street Dance Classes at URC Hall, with Buntingford School of Dance Ltd.  
Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010. 
 
 

W '  O   

mailto:eileensaerobics@hotmail.com
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5:30pm ï 10:00pm 

 
5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

7.30pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am ï 10:30am  
 

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am ï 12:00 
  

  
1:15pm 
  

 
4:15pm ï 8:15pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  

6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 

SATURDAYS 

9:00am ï 1:00pm 
 
 

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï11:00am 
  

10:30am ï11:30am 
  

 
2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 

SUNDAYS 

10:00am ï 12noon 
 
 

 

 
 

Cougars U7s & U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  

 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Adelaide  07710 550050. 
 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Pilates (Beginners) at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 /  
07956 647806 / email: theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward CC. Contact Liz James on 01763 274010. 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 

 

WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler Rhyme Time at Seth Ward CC. Singing group. Ã1 per child. 
Term time only. 01763 273008. 
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 

 All Abilities MultiSports at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui on 01763 273815 / 
07956 647806, theteam@jacqui-smith.net. 
  

Lab-Tots sessions at the Library till 25th March. Also @11:15am at Coombe 
Community Centre, Royston. Call Sophia on 07720 292350 (see page 35). 

Ballet & Modern Dance Classes at Freman College, with Buntingford School 
of Dance Ltd. Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

Ballet, Modern & Tap Dance Classes at Freman College and at URC Hall 
(9amï12noon). Contact: buntingforddance@btinternet.com / 01763 271010 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
 

Walking Football at Norfolk Rd Multigames Area, Ã2, 01763 274800. 

 Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Free Tennis at Norfolk Road Multigames Area, April to Oct. All ages & abilities 
ï buntingfordtennis@btinternet.com / www.buntingfordtennisclub.co.uk 

D   E  ï A  2017 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal, 
please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095 
Or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 
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A̗̙̐̓ 
 

1st & 2nd 
 

 
Sat 1st  
 

Tues 4th 
 

Tues 4th 
 

Wed 5th 
 

Wed 5th 
 

Sun 9th  
 

Sun 9th  
 

 
Mon 10th  
 

Tues 11th   
 

Wed 12th  
 

 
Thurs 13th  
 

Mon 17th  
 

Wed 19th  
 

Wed 19th  
 

Thurs 20th 
 

Thurs 20th 
 
 

Fri 21st 
 

Fri 21st 
 
 

Sun 23rd  
 

Sun 23rd  
 

Mon 24th  
 

 
Tues 25th  
 

Sun 30th  

M̈  ̠
Wed 3rd 

 

Sat 6th  
 

Sat 13th  
 

 
Sat 20th  
 

 
 

 
Buntingford School of Dance at Gordon Craig Theatre, Stevenage. See 
www.gordon-craig.co.uk or call the Box Office on 01438 363200. 

 

7:30pm Mustard Seed Singers at St Peterôs Church (see page 15). 
 

7:45pm Lenten Reflections (see page 16). 
 

8pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

1pm & 4pm The Elves & The Shoemaker at Hertford Theatre (page 32). 
 

7:45pm Buntingford Gardenersô Club at URC Hall (page 17). 
 

10amï4pm Cambridge Gliding Centre Open Day (see page 43). 
 

11:30am Buntingford Vets vs Arsenal Charity Team at the Bury.  
Kick-Off 1pm (see page 47). 

 

1:30pm U3A Monthly Meeting at the Community Centre (see page 29). 
 

7:45pm Lenten Reflections (see page 16). 
 

8pm Royal British Legion, Buntingford Branch Meeting, at The Crown, 
Market Hill (see page 12). 

 

7:15 for 7:30pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 45).  
 

8pm Unplugged Acoustic Night at The Crown, Market Hill. 
 

10amï1pm Free Auction Valuation Day at UCR Hall (see page 9). 
 

10:30ï12noon B.A.L.A. Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 44). 
 

7:45pm Annual Town Meeting (see page 20) 
 

8pm Hormead & Hare Street Garden Club at Gt Hormead Village Hall,  
óCambridge University College Gardensô with Rodney Tibbs. Visitors Ã3. 

 

7pm Buntingford Scouts A.G.M. (see page 18). 
 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown,  
Richard Thomas ï Waterway Wonders. 

 

10amï12noon Charity Tennis Tournament (see page 27).  
 

12noonï4:30pm N.G.S. Open Garden at Alswick Hall (see page 17).  
 

12noonï2:30pm Jazz on the Heath at Therfield Heath Caf® with Dave 
Ranceôs Rocking Chair Band. Ã7 on the door. 

 

7:30pm Buntingford Civic Society A.G.M. (see page 10). 
 

& Mon 1st May Open Mornings at Buntingford Bowls Club (see page 27). 

 
& Sun 7th, Thur 11th, Sun 14th at 6pm Free Bowls Lessons (see page 27). 
 

7:30pm Reed Spring Quiz (see page 45). 
 

7:30pm Buntingford Twinning Association Saturday Night Hop, entry 
by ticket only (see page 30). 

 

9:45am Annual Rogation Walk in the Benefice of Great Hormead, starting 
at Little Hormead Church. For details call Stephen Ruff 01763 289516. 

 

 

D   Y  D 

http://www.gordon-craig.co.uk
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
In emergencies dial 999 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0800 316 9800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10:00 ï 17:30 
  Friday 14:00 ï 17:30 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 

Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri 08:00ï20:00, 
 Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 

Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Many thanks to John Makin for proofreading  

Since writing my last Editorôs Letter I have had a very strange month, an experience that 
comes to us all just once in a lifetime ï my mother died. As some of you will know, I hail 
originally from the north, Northumberland to be precise, and in recent years have gone 
up there often because of my motherôs failing health. In mid-February, just a week after 
getting back from my previous visit, I got the call from my sister that Mam had had a 
serious stroke. She didnôt want to got into hospital so extra nursing care was arranged at 
home, but one effect of the stroke was that she was unable to swallow her daily supply of 
pills. As a result the end came quickly. Three weeks and three trips north later I had said 
my goodbye, helped arrange her funeral, and seen her into the ground beside my Dad. 
She was 91 years old and it was not unexpected, but even so it came as a shock and felt 
really fast in the end. At times I didnôt know if I was coming or going. What I do know is 
that events like this put life in perspective ï all the little things we worry about everyday, 
itôs such a waste of time and energy. And life goes on é 

Spring is upon us (although it doesnôt much feel like it as I write this today!) and thoughts 
turn to outdoors. This month Alswick Hall is opening its garden for charity as part of the 
National Gardens Scheme (page 17), while football fans might like to get along to the 
Bury to see our own Buntingford Vets take on the Arsenal Charity Team. As usual, we 
have details of walks to get out and about with the Royston Ramblers (page 48). Brian 
Lemay, meanwhile, has been putting his mind to the green space available for public use 
in Buntingford ï or rather the lack of it. Did you know that Buntingford has less open 
space per resident than any other town in Hertfordshire? I urge you to read Brianôs ideas 
on what might be done about it (page 11). 

On pages 23-25 there are details of two music festivals coming up shortly ï at Ashwell 
and Thaxted. Buntingford resident Trevor Hounslow got in touch to tell me of his 
involvement with the Thaxted Festival, and although itôs not strictly speaking in our area  
I felt news of such a prestigious musical event would be of interest to many readers.  
And it really isnôt that far away ï a lot closer than London venues. 

Finally, I am delighted to bring you another short story, this time written by Karen Bonner. 
It certainly rang a few familiar bells with me. I hope you enjoy this monthôs Journal. 

Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the May 2017 Journal  

is Saturday 15th April 2017 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters & emails to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

May I through the Journal recommend the plant stall that is on Market Hill on Mondays 
and Saturdays.  

Their plants are of very good quality and exceptionally well priced. I purchased a fir tree 
for Ã17.50 that would have cost nearly double that in any ónot-so-localô garden centre, 
plus I saved the travel cost of driving there. Also the stall owner is very knowledgeable 
and helpful. 

We have recently replanted one of the Community Garden* flower beds with shrubs, 
Euonymus and Nandina, purchased from the plant stall. I would urge your readers to go 
along and view the new planting so they can see what the plants look like when planted 
out; as well as perhaps spending a few minutes sitting and enjoying the garden while 
watching the world go by. Itôs also an ideal location for any local organisation wanting to 
put on small outdoors events. 

Kind regards, Brian Lemay 

[* The Community Garden, maintained by the Civic Society, is in front of the Police 
Station in Baldock Road.] 

Dear Christine 

It seems that with the demise of Basraôs as the managers of the Buntingford Post Office, 
the new owners, McColls, are no longer affiliated with Royal Mail. It seems that this 
means that although you can buy basic postal items and some of the other services the 
Post Office provides, you can no longer pick up parcels there, a useful service where 
undelivered parcels to your house were held at the post office for collection on receipt of 
a failed delivery card.  

Twice now, I have had to traipse all the way down to the nearest Royal Mail parcels 
collection point, at Marsh Lane in Ware, which is a pain in the backside to say the least. 
Has anyone else had this experience and more importantly, is there anything we can do 
about it? It seems to me, with Buntingford doubling in size, the last thing we want is a 
downgrading in our facilities. 

David Edwards 

HIGHFIELD DAY NURSERY, BRAUGHING  

Part-time Nursery Nurse LEVEL 3 required for our baby room. 

We also require a part-time Cleaner, MondayïFriday 5ï6.30pm 

If you would like to apply for either of these posts, or would like more 

information, please contact Christine either by email at 

highfielddaynursery@hotmail.com  

or call on: 07504 288 739 

mailto:highfielddaynursery@hotmail.com
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Buntingford  
Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

At our Executive Committee meeting in February we discussed a paper from committee 
member Brian Lemay on the subject of open space available for public use in our town. 
The paper is reprinted, opposite, in full. The 2014 Neighbourhood Plan household survey 
showed that 60% of respondents wanted more parks and accessible open spaces in the 
Town but ñnot just another football fieldò, as one respondent put it.  Also, 87% wanted 
more wildlife areas within the community area. The Civic Society will try to take this 
further ï there are some areas within Buntingford that may be possible to designate as 
accessible open spaces, subject to the current ownersô agreement. Watch this space! 

Several members of the Committee took part in the litter pick on 5th March sponsored by 
Councillor Jeff Jones of East Herts District Council. The weather on the day was hardly 
conducive to outdoor activities, so many thanks to those brave souls who ventured out! 

A reminder that this yearôs 'Civic Day' is 17th June ï a national day of civic pride where 
communities celebrate their local areas. It is something that we will discuss at our next 
committee meeting but I would love to hear suggestions from outside the committee. 
Please email me if you have any ideas of what we could do on the day. 

Well done to the organisers of the Buntingford Film Festival ï a great success which 
hopefully paves the way for more events in the future. 

Finally, a reminder that the 2017 Civic Society AGM will take place at Benson Hall on 
Tuesday 25th April at 19.30 (see Notice below).  

Graham Bonner, Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society 
graham_bonner123@yahoo.co.uk 

Buntingford Civic Society 
(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting  
of Buntingford Civic Society will take place on Tuesday, 
25th April 2017, at 7.30pm in Benson Hall, Buntingford. 

Following the business of the meeting, there will be a short 
presentation by Mr C J Hooper, a Conservation Officer for  

Milton Keynes, on óLife as an Apprentice Conservation Officerô.  

Light refreshments will be served at the end of the meeting. 

Non-Members welcome 



 11 

 

Breathing New Life into Our Community 
Local Green Space 
With the townôs population likely to double over the next few years our facilities will be 
sorely pressed. Schooling and Health are mainly out of our hands, but perhaps with a 
concerted effort we can influence the environment and recreational facilities in the town.  

The 2005 Planning Policy Guideline Audit and Assessment, commissioned to support the 
2007 Local Plan, identified Buntingford as an area deficient in garden and park space.  
According to the Natural England Standard (Accessible Natural Green Space), 
Buntingford and its surrounds have the lowest provision of accessible natural green 
space in Hertfordshire. 

What the people have said 
The 2014 Neighbourhood Plan household survey showed that 60% of respondents 
wanted more parks and accessible open spaces, but ñnot just another football fieldò as 
one respondent pointed out. Also, a massive 87% wanted more wildlife areas within the 
community area.  

East Herts Open Space standards suggest the following as types of Local Green Space: 

¶ Parks and Public Gardens 

¶ Natural Green Space ï e.g. woodland  

¶ Amenity Green Space ï e.g. playing fields 

¶ Green Corridors ï e.g. wildlife areas and hedgerows 

We do not possess enough of any of the above now, so what are we going to do when 
Buntingfordôs population doubles? 

There are 27,000 parks and public open spaces in the UK and they attract 2.6 billion 
visits a year. Parks and open spaces must be considered as a treasured public asset.   

Questions should be asked as to why local authorities are not doing more to secure us 
more public open space. 

Health and Wellbeing 
Buntingfordôs population is ageing with some 20% being over the age of 65. It is 
important to promote healthy communities and reduce health inequalities by encouraging 
physical exercise. Accessible open space, vegetation and landscaping all play an 
important part in providing an attractive environment in which to exercise. 

In 2011 we had circa 3,500 cars and vans in Buntingford, nearly double the national 
average per household. Over the next few years the number could grow to 6,000. As a 
predominantly dormitory town, itôs unlikely we will reduce vehicle movements in the 
foreseeable future. Air pollution must therefore increase proportionately.   

The green infrastructure of our community contributes significantly to the cleaning and 
cooling of air. While any green space may reduce air pollution, suitably planted 
woodlands or smaller plantations may be particularly effective as they increase the 
surface area absorbing the pollutants.   

Trees planted in the right circumstances can absorb a range of air-borne pollutants that 
can exacerbate respiratory and heart conditions or carry carcinogens into the lungs. 
There is evidence that air pollution plays a part in causing asthma in children and adults. 
Anyone who suffers from breathing difficulties is at added risk from pollution.   

(continued overleaf) 
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The Buntingford Branch  

of The Royal British Legion  

meets on the 2
nd
 Wednesday of every month (with the 

exception of January and August) in The Crown public house  

on Market Square, 17 High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB. 

Meetings commence at 8pm.  

The next meeting is on Wednesday 12th April.  

We hope that listing our regular meetings in the Dates for Your Diary in  
the Journal will help to raise local awareness of the Branch and hopefully  
attract new members. You do not have to be ex-services to join the British 
Legion and visitors would be very welcome at any of our meetings. 

We are poorly served by significant woodland in our area. Any parkland where more 
trees can be planted would be an added health bonus as well as enhancing biodiversity. 
Growing evidence suggests that time spent in green spaces has a positive impact on 
people with conditions such as dementia. 

Therefore instead of regarding parks and public open spaces just as a leisure and 
recreational places, we need to think about them as being contributors to public health 
and wellbeing, the environment and community cohesion.  

How do we gain more parks, open spaces or wildlife areas? 
Quite rightly, in the past few years we objected to all major developments within the  
town, but with little or no success. Unfortunately this did not make us popular with the 
developers. Therefore itôs unlikely that any land will be forthcoming from that direction. 

Local farmers have made millions from selling their land to developers, but from recent 
enquiries it would seem they are not prepared to be philanthropic enough to lease or give 
the town some of their land for parks and open spaces.   

The only chance therefore seems to be for the town to buy or lease local land at market 
prices.   

ñToo expensive, we canôt afford itò, I hear the retort, but perhaps not if we put a bit of 
effort and positive thinking into trying. The Lottery Fund has given Ã850 million to parks 
and open spaces in England and Wales. Also we have, hopefully, some planning gain 
money available from all the development in the town. 

The question we should ask ourselves should not be ñcan we afford it?ò but ñcan we 
afford not to?ò ï for the sake of our children, grandchildren and the generations to come. 

Who will do it? 
We need organisations, not just individuals, to commit to doing all they can to achieve 
what the people of Buntingford have requested, especially our Town and District 
Councils. Hopefully other organisations in the town, such as Buntingford Civic Society, 
Buntingford in Transition, Doctors Surgeries, the U3A and the Gardenerôs Club, will add 
their support to any initiatives to ensure our town can breathe freely in the future. 

Brian Lemay 
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Vehicle Security 

There have been three incidents of theft from vans in our area recently ï two in 
Buntingford, in Greenways and Snells Mead, and one in Cottered. The offenders were 
believed to be driving a Subaru Impreza ï if you have any information that could assist 
with the investigation please contact me (details below).  

I would also like to remind all residents of the following crime prevention advice: 

¶ Don't assume your vehicle has locked properly using a key fob. Criminals can use 
devices which block the signal. Always check your doors are locked before leaving 
your vehicle unattended. 

¶ If you have a garage, use it. If you have to park your van outside try to park with the 
rear doors close to a building, garage door, wall or hedge to make gaining access 
more difficult. 

¶ Consider using additional locks specific to vans. 

¶ Consider adding an additional alarm to the vehicle to protect any goods or tools 
stored while in transit. 

¶ Leave your vehicle empty. Donôt leave tools in vehicles unattended or overnight, and 
place a sign in the window stating they have been removed. If this is not possible 
consider installing secure storage containers or lockers in the van to store tools in. 

¶ Property marking. Security mark your tools to deter criminals. Either engrave or mark 
the tools, with a permanent marker or paint, with your post code and house number 
or name. 

If you would like further information about property marking your tools, please contact 
me on aaron.pender@herts.pnn.police.uk 

Aaron Pender, Police Community Support Officer  
Tel: 01707 354192 

Experienced Knitters:  

would you like to knit  

with Alpaca? 

Yew Tree Alpacas are looking for experienced knitters to hand or 

machine knit accessories and baby clothes in super soft alpaca yarns. 

Payment rates per 50g knitted. Patterns and alpaca yarns supplied. 

If you are interested please contact  

penny@yewtreealpacas.co.uk  or phone 01763 848257 

mailto:aaron.pender@herts.pnn.police.uk?subject=RE:%20(OWL)%20Theft%20From%20Vans
mailto:penny@yewtreealpacas.co.uk


14  

 

 

 

ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 

HOLY MASS each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days 10am & 8pm  Mon & Thurs 9:30am   

CONFESSIONS  Saturday mornings 10.30-11.00 

Christ Church 
Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9DA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minister: Rev Duncan Goldie  Secretary:  Peter Godbert 
 The Manse, Meeting Lane,  buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 
 Melbourn, Cambs SG8 6AN   Tel: 01763 281359 
 Tel: 01763 260747 

Services and Junior Church at 11.00am every Sunday  
Tea and coffee is served in the hall following the morning service. 

April 2 Morning Worship Mrs Mary Whittle 
 9 Holy Communion  Rev Duncan Goldie 
 14 Good Friday @ 2.30pm Rev Duncan Goldie 
 16 Easter Day Communion Rev Dr Janet Tollington 
 23 Morning Worship Rev Allen Morton 
 30 Morning Worship  Dr Janet Bottoms 
 

May  7 Morning Worship Dr Christine MacLeod 
 
Christ Church is running a Lent Course in the Church Hall. The last course in a 
series of 5 York courses is on Wednesday 5th April. The format is lunch from 
12.30pm (bring your own food, tea & coffee provided) then the course will commence 
at 1pm and finish promptly at 2pm. Anybody is welcome so bring your friends. 

The Rev Duncan Goldie will be on a 3-month sabbatical from 17th April until 17th July. 
Please contact the Church Secretary during this period.    

REGULAR EVENTS 
Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am in term time, for young people and children. 

Bright Hour ï A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns & activities. The next 

meetings are on Tuesdays 11th & 25th April at 2.30pm in the Church Hall.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10.30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12.30 to 2.00pm. 

www.buntingfordurc.org.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary ' s  ð Aspenden  

St .  Pe ter ' s  ð Bunt ing ford  

St .  Mary  the  V i rg in  ð Westmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the churches:  

St. Peterôs has a more contemporary style, St. Maryôs more traditional  

and St. Mary the Virgin more liturgical.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for April 2017 

Sunday 2nd  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Morning Worship  

 10:00am St Maryôs, Aspenden Family Service 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 9th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

PALM 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship 

SUNDAY 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Family Worship 
 

Thurs13th  8:00pm St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Holy Communion and 

MAUNDY THURSDAY    stripping the Altar 
 

Friday 14th  12:00noon Outside St Peterôs  Act of Witness  

GOOD  7:45pm St Maryôs, Aspenden Tenebrae Service 

FRIDAY      (Crucifixion narrative) 

 

Sunday 16th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Easter Holy Communion  

EASTER  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Easter Sung Eucharist 

DAY 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Easter Family Communion 
 

Sunday 23rd  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 
 

Sunday 30th  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion  

 11:00am St Peterôs Buntingford  Family Worship 

Saturday 1
st
 April  

at 7:30pm 

St Peterôs Church 
Market Hill  
Buntingford 

Come along to the inaugural concert of this new choir, and hear a celebration of 
choral music, both sacred and secular. Proceeds in aid of the St Peterôs restoration  
fund ï take a look at the outside brickwork and youôll see the need! 

Tickets Ã6 from Toby at The Cheese Plate, 26 High Street, or call 01763 273207.  

A complimentary glass of wine or juice will be available during the interval. 



16  

 

 L  R  

 óJourneys in Faithô 
Discussions on the value of Faith  

in troubled times  

19.45 to 21.30 every Tuesday in Lent  

At: The Stables, 57 Wyddial Road, 
Buntingford SG9 9AX 

April 4th ï Richard Genochio, Chair of Herts & Beds Historic Churches Trust, and Kate 
Peacock, Rector of the Hormead/Brent Pelham group of churches lead a discussion on: 
ñDead or Living Stones: Do church buildings matter? ï and how can we make better use 
of them?ò 

April 11th ï Bruce Kent: A life in, and out of, church, campaigns and peace-building 

DIRECTIONS: The best place to park is the Town Car Park behind Sainsburyôs (Satnav 
SG9 9DF or just follow the signs for the Car Park). Walk down through the arch onto the 
High Street, turn right, then immediately left into Church Street and look for a small door 
on your left, at the end of the chestnut fencing, with the sign: óThe Stables The Barnô. 
Follow the path round to our front door, on the left. Call 01763 271 459 if you get lost!  
If you have mobility issues, please let us know and we will tell you how to get to us 
without having to walk. 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WESTMILL 

Strawberry Fair  

& Table Top Sale 
To be held in the Churchyard  
of St Mary the Virgin 

Saturday 15th July 2017 

2pm to 5pm  
Come along and enjoy a strawberry cream tea, a large variety of stalls  

and a raffle, to name but a few of the attractions.  

Entrance Ã1, children under 12 free. 

To book a table contact Cath on 01763 271159 / mobile 07503 178691.  

Bring your own table: Trade Ã25 per table, 2 tables or more Ã20 each;  

Private Ã15 per table, two or more tables Ã12.50 each. 

Ã10 non-refundable deposit per table. 

All proceeds to the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Westmill 
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National Gardens Scheme  

Open Garden  
Sunday 23rd April, 12.00ï4.30pm 

At Alswick Hall, Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 0AA 

Pig Roast / Teas / Bar / Plant Stall 

Entry Ã5  Dogs on leads welcome  

All proceeds to charity through the National Gardens Scheme 

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERSô CLUB 
This month was the clubôs AGM which had a rather low turnout of just 13 members 
plus one visitor. They heard from the Chairlady that the club had had a good year, 
with visits to a smallholding in Bassingbourn and two day trips which had both been 
blessed with good weather. We had some excellent speakers throughout the year. 
Thanks were given to the committee for all their hard work and a special mention was 
made of Margaret Howarth who was standing down after many years on the 
committee. The Treasurer reported that the clubôs finances are keeping on an even 
keel, so subscriptions are staying the same for another year. Mick Westwood was 
also thanked for his work producing the excellent posters which appear around the 
town advertising the monthly meetings.  

The committee for 2017/18 is Janet Murrells (Chair); June Westwood (Treasurer); 
Lesley Lowers (Secretary); Liz James; Linda Clark; and Michael Brown. 

We have monthly meetings in the United Reformed Church Hall, on the first 
Wednesday of every month from February to December, starting at 8pm. Each month 
we have an invited speaker who talks on a range of subjects which this year include 
such topics as 101 things you didnôt know about garden birds, herbs, gardening in the 
third age, wildlife gardening and Anglesey Abbey Gardens. In the summer months we 
visit a garden instead of having an indoor meeting and we also have a coach trip to a 
well-known garden ï this year it will be RHS Hyde Hall, near Chelmsford.   

We are always happy to see new members (the subscription is great value at just Ã15 
per year) and non-members are also always welcome to come along to meetings for 
a charge of Ã3. For more information about Buntingford Gardening Club, contact 
Lesley Lowers on 01763 271885 or come along to the next meeting to become our 
newest member. 

Next monthôs speaker will be Simon White, who worked at the renowned Peter Beales 
Roses nursery for many years. It promises to be a very interesting talk, especially for 
anyone who loves roses. 

Lesley Lowers 
 

Janet Murrells, Club Chair 
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 Buntingford Scout Group will be 

holding their Annual General  

Meeting on Friday 21
st 
April 2017, from 

7pm, at the Scout HQ in  

Bowling Green Lane, Buntingford.  

Everyone is welcome! 

We have some vacancies on our Executive and would appreciate you taking the time to 
consider if you could help. We need: 

¶ A day to day Treasurer to help run our accounts, paying in and issuing cheques and 
helping with the sectionôs day to day expenses. 

¶ A Secretary to take and distribute the minutes from our once-a-term meetings, to 
write letters, and to help with designing posters for events. 

If you feel you could help with either of the above, or would like to get involved with our 
Scout Group, please contact me on 07917 664737 or at  jo.mcnamara@yahoo.co.uk. 

Yours in Scouting 
Jo McNamara, Group Scout Leader 

The Beauty Spot 
ñOuchò, I let out an involuntary squeal as my aching shoulders protested at being 
hunched over my laptop for too long. This job requires dedication, which I love, but 
my poor shoulders do not. A massage was definitely in order but I wasnôt sure that an 
ordinary massage would hit the spot. I turned to my go-to salon brochure, where I 
came across something called Hot Stones. What on earth? ñThe ultimate relaxation 
with hot stones for a deep tissue massageò, the message boasted. Sounded good 
and a late customer cancellation meant I could be seen that afternoon. Happy days! 

The therapist led me into the treatment room and left me to shed my outer skin of 
clothing. After lying on the heated couch for a few minutes (bliss!), she came back in 
and started massaging my back using oil. My shoulder muscles started to relax but 
they needed something more. Then after a few minutes the ówarm upô was over and 
the therapist began massaging my muscles directly with the hot stones. At first I was 
surprised. In all the pictures of hot stones massage that I had looked at, the photos 
showed the stones lined up on the clientôs back, but not being used as part of an 
actual massage. So I wasn't sure if it involved some mystical practice ï hot stones 
warmed in the ashes of a sacred fire being placed on the body with chanting 
worshippers in flowing robes é OK, OK, Iôve been known for my overactive 
imagination, but you get the gist! The reality turned out to be more practical and  
far more satisfying than my imagination. The heat from the hot stones radiates deep 
into the sore muscles and, at last, I could 
feel my shoulders really relaxing. After  
40 minutes of this I was nearly asleep and 
I floated out of the salon after the session. 
This is definitely one to add to my 
óessential treatmentsô list!  Till next time ... 

Beauty Girl, xoxo 

mailto:jo.mcnamara@yahoo.co.uk
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Cinema returns to Buntingford 
Back in October a small group of us got together and formed the Buntingford Film Club 
with the ambition of mounting a film festival during the school half term in February, 
using existing facilities at the Library thanks to the co-operation of Library staff and HCC 
Library Services. The main objective was to ótest the waterô and gauge the viability of 
cinema in Buntingford, where films had not been shown since the Cosy cinema closed 
its doors for the final time in 1958! Very soon it became apparent that the Magnolia 
Room at the library would be too small to show the range of films, so it was decided to 
expand the number of locations. All the Roald Dahl films for the children and their 
parents would be shown at the Library, while films that would appeal more to adults 
would be shown at the Bowls Club and Benson Hall ï which of course used to be the 
Cosy. But this was not to be just showing films: it was to be event cinema, with 
refreshments reflecting the film being shown included in the ticket price. 

Many challenges had to be overcome to realise our ambition. Stage Struck, a local firm 
based at Anstey, were able to give us expert advice and loan us much of the technical 
equipment required. Grants were forthcoming from the County Council, East Herts DC, 
our own Town Council and Buntingford Civic Society to buy other equipment, and local 
businesses were very supportive, taking advertising space in the Festival brochure and 
sponsoring some of the films. But above all it was the hard work and enthusiasm of the 
BFC committee which carried the Festival through, decorating the premises, creating the 
refreshments, promoting the events and selling tickets. We launched the Festival on the 
afternoon of 15th February 
with a screening of The 
BFG in the Library (right). 
The Magnolia Room was 
full to capacity with the 
children perched on bean 
bags and parents sitting 
round the edge. For 
almost two hours there 
was scarcely a sound out 
of the children, so totally 
entranced were they by 
the film. Out of a total of 
ten films shown over the 
five days of the Festival, 
nine were fully booked and 
we ended on Sunday night 
with a packed house at 
Benson Hall for a gala performance of Gigi complete with champagne, French bread, 
cheese and dips. Cinema had most definitely been welcomed back to Buntingford! 

So we have more than dipped our toes in the water of cinema, but what of the future?  
All those attending film performances were asked to complete a questionnaire ï and 
thank you to the many who did. It was almost unanimous that they want more of the 
same and there was also support for starting a Saturday Film Club for the children. We 
have taken on board all the ideas expressed and we will be working to see how we can 
respond with an outdoor summer event and then, from September onwards, with regular 
film nights. In the meantime Alex Zetter, who runs childrenôs parties through Mummy 
SOS, has been exploring with us how we can start a Childrenôs Film Club at the Library 
as early as this month, April. This is all very exciting, so watch this space. 

Brian Thompson 
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

By the time you read this article we will know the results of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum held on the 23rd March. We will 
report more fully next month. 

The Annual Town Meeting will be held on 20th April at the Seth Ward Community Centre 
from 7.45pm. This is not a Council meeting but a statutory meeting of the electorate.  
All residents are very welcome to attend. 

We are still looking for D1 category drivers for paid positions as Community Transport 
Drivers. Please register your interest if you are looking for some part time work, hours 
are negotiable. 

You may not be aware that the Manor House is licensed for Civil Ceremonies ï the only 
venue in the town that holds such a license. Itôs an ideal location if you would like to hold 
your important ceremony in Buntingford. If you would like to find out more, we will be 
very happy to show you around, just call in during opening hours. 

We have arranged a meeting to further explain the Phoenix Project for the residents and 
businesses of the High Street. The meeting will be held on Monday 3rd April at 7.30pm in 
Benson Hall. Anyone with a connection to the High Street is welcome to attend. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AB 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

Twitter: @buntingfordtc   Facebook.com/BuntingfordTC         

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk    

Town Council meetings for April 2017 

Thurs 6
th  
April 

 

Thurs 13
th
 April 

 
Thurs 20

th
 April 

 
Thurs 27

th
 April 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:45pm ï Annual Town Meeting at Seth Ward 
Community Centre 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House unless indicated  
otherwise. Members of the public are welcome to attend.  
Please check the BTC website for further details.  

The views expressed in the letters and articles in the  
Buntingford Journal are not necessarily those of the editor. 
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News from Your District Councillor 

Great British Spring Clean 

Buntingford is looking a lot cleaner thanks to a volunteer litter pick that I  
co-ordinated with the support of East Herts Council who supplied the litter picking kits  
and collected the filled refuse sacks. A group of 12 residents joined me on a wet 
Sunday morning in March as part of the national óGreat British Spring Cleanô campaign. 
Some of them are pictured here, with a few of  20 sacks of litter that were collected 
despite the weather conditions. It is good to see such great community spirit in 
Buntingford when the call goes out for volunteers to tidy up our town. Our regular litter 
picker and road sweepers do a great job of keeping the town tidy, but they canôt cover 
the whole town. This campaign concentrated on footpaths and areas that are not 
regularly picked. I hope that with this spring clean done, it will help to deter people from 
dropping litter. Many thanks to the volunteers who so cheerfully gave up their time. 

Neighbourhood Plan 
By the time you read this we should have the result of the referendum on adopting the 
Buntingford Community Area Neighbourhood Plan. Hopefully the majority of residents 
will have voted in favour of the plan which will become an important planning document 
guiding future development in Buntingford and the surrounding villages up to 2032.  
The Neighbourhood Plan is a result of consultation with residents and businesses as 
part of the Localism Act brought in by this government. 

(continued overleaf) 
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Earth Hour, Earth Day 

By the time you read this, Earth Hour will have passed but 
no need to fret ï there is still time to celebrate Earth Day!  

If you are wondering what I am talking about, Earth Hour 
is a World Wildlife Fund initiative ï an annual global 
celebration where people switch off their lights for one 
hour to show that they care about the future of our planet. 
It takes place on a Saturday night around the end of 
March. (I am supposed to be at a birthday party that night 
so that should be interesting when all the lights go out!) 

Earth Hour is followed by Earth Day, which is always on 22nd April and this year falls  
on a Saturday. It started in the USA in 1970 but is now celebrated worldwide with  
events to demonstrate support for environmental protection. Not far from Buntingford, 
Letchworth Grow Your Own Organic group is hosting an Earth Day event on Saturday 
22nd April from 2ï4.30pm at the Free Church Hall, Norton Way South (bottom of Leys 
Avenue), Letchworth Garden City, SG6 1NX. There will be plant stalls and activities, 
cakes and drinks, and at 2.30pm a talk on óCompanion Plantingô by Karen Kenny from 
Garden Organic. Admission for the group members is free, non-members Ã1.  

This proved to be a very successful event last year so do come along and learn from a 
gardening expert with a cup of tea and a slice of cake. Hope to see you there. Maybe 
weôll have an event of our own in Buntingford next year ... watch this space! 

Madela Baddock, co-founder Buntingford in Transition 

Buntingford CAT ï Part Time Drivers Wanted 
We are on track to start the community óHoppaô bus service to surrounding villages  
later this year, but are still seeking applications from people for the paid position of 
Community Bus Driver. We are hoping to establish a team of drivers, and the role may 
suit retired local residents looking for part-time community work with flexible hours/days. 
Applicants need a clean driving license with D1 use. Full MIDAS training and uniform will 
be provided. Successful applicants will need to be DBS checked. Anyone interested, 
please contact Buntingford Town Council on 01763 272222 or call in at The Manor 
House for further details.   

Walking Football  
Walking Football in Buntingford is going from strength to strength, with 10+ regular 
players. We have been approached by Hertford Town FC and Stevenage FC looking for 
fixtures and the Buntingford team is looking forward to these first competitive games. 
Once the dates have been confirmed we would love to see local supporters come along.  

If you would like to join the class just turn up at the MUGA, Norfolk Road Playing Fields, 
10am on Saturdays. The classes are run by a professional coach; first visit is free, then 
Ã2 per session. As part of East Herts Forever Active, walking football is primarily for the 
over 50s but everyone is welcome to join in this Fun, Healthy, Friendly activity.  

Hertfordshire County Council Elections ï 4th May 
Finally, a reminder that the County Council Elections take place on 4th May and this year 
I will be standing as your Conservative candidate. 

Councillor Jeff Jones, District Councillor Buntingford Ward 
Vice Chairman East Herts Council 

jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk / 01763 274800 
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Ashwell Music Festival 2017 
18thð28th May at  
St Mary's Church 

The annual Ashwell Music Festival begins by 
showcasing the talents of young people from 
Ashwell, Baldock and surrounding area with the 
Young Musiciansô Concert. The Caius Men 
(below) are the male choral scholars of the choir 
of Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge. They 
specialise in unique arrangements of pop, jazz 
and close harmony tunes, as well as sacred 
music from the 13th to the 21st century.  

Topping the bill are Kiki Dee & Carmelo 
Luggeri (left) For more than two decades, Kiki 
and Carmelo have toured their spellbinding 
acoustic live show in the UK and overseas. Join 
them on their acoustic journey of stories and 
songs which include their own original music 
plus unique covers of songs made familiar by 
artists such as Kate Bush and Frank Sinatra, 
and of course their versions of Kikiôs own hits 
including Iôve Got the Music in Me, Amoureuse 
and Donôt Go Breaking My Heart.  

On Sunday 21st May is our special Ashwell and 
Friends event, a relaxing evening featuring local 
musicians on a variety of instruments, plus 
some super solo voices, a sprinkling of piano 

and a few choice verses. You even get the opportunity for a sing- along too! 

As ever, the Festival concludes with the Festal Evensong on Sunday 28th May. 

For more information, and to book tickets, visit www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.  

Or ring the booking office 01462 743289 

THE PROGRAMME 

Thurs 18th May 7pm 
Young Musiciansõ  
Concert & Compline 
 

Fri 19th May 8pm 
Caius Men 
 

Sat 20th May 8pm 
Kiki Dee &  
Carmelo Luggeri 
An Acoustic Journey 
 

Sun 21st May 7pm 
Ashwell & Friends 
 

Sun 28th May 6.30pm 
Festal Evensong  

http://caiusmen.soc.srcf.net/
http://www.ashwellmusicfestival.org
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Friday 23
rd
 June to  

Sunday 16
th
 July 2017 

Music in a magnificent church 

Each year, an internationally acclaimed music festival 
takes place in Thaxted, Essex, little more than half an 
hourôs drive from Buntingford. Over four weekends in 
June and July, music fans have the opportunity to see 
classical and jazz performers of the very highest calibre 
in the beautiful setting of Thaxted Church, an 
exceptional venue with a brilliant acoustic ï as good, if 
not better, than that of more conventional concert halls.  

The modern Festival began in 1986 but its roots go  
back far longer to when the composer Gustav Holst  
lived in Thaxted and initiated a Whitsuntide festival in 
the Church there in 1916. The Festivalôs Artistic Director 
for the past 20 years has been Gareth Stainer, whose 
great-grandfather composed the evergreen Good Friday 
oratorio, óThe Crucifixionô. The Artistic Directorôs job is to 
ensure that the Festival is varied and interesting for a 
wide range of music-lovers and this involves tracking 
down the most exceptional aspiring young musicians 

and negotiating programmes with them, so it helped that Garethôs son Dickon is 
Universal Musicôs President of Global Classics. 

In his last year in charge, Gareth is working with Buntingford resident Trevor Hounslow, 
a professional musician with a background in both performing and teaching. Trevorôs 
vast musical experience ranges from session recordings as a piano and keyboard player 
on hits of the 1970s to performing at New Yorkôs Carnegie Hall. He joined the Festivalôs 
team of dedicated volunteers in 2016 and will be picking up the baton as Artistic Director 
at the end of the 2017 festival. 

All of the Festival concerts take place in Thaxted Church. Ticket prices vary from Ã35 
down to Ã9, depending on the concert and whether the seat gives a clear view of the 
stage. (The exception is the performance by Thaxted Primary School, which is Ã7 adults, 
children free.) Booking opens to the general public on Monday 27th March, with tickets 
available online, by phone, or in person from the Festival Office: 

Online:  www.thaxtedfestival.org.uk 

Telephone:  01371 831421 from Monday 3rd April, 9.30am to 12.30pm 

Festival Office:  10 Watling Street, Thaxted, Essex CM6 2PE ï normally open 9.30am 
to 12.30pm, Monday to Friday, April to July. Call to confirm if travelling from a distance. 

Email: thaxtedfestival@btconnect.com 

For more details, visit the festival website or look out for the festival brochure in  
libraries and tourist information offices. 

ñThank goodness for the Thaxted Festival, an absolutely indispensable  
fixture in the musical calendar.ò 
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THAXTED FESTIVAL PROGRAMME 2017 

Friday 23 June 8pm Brandenburg Sinfonia with international guitar soloist  
Craig Ogden, playing Mendelssohn, Rodrigo, Beatlesô 
songs, and Beethovenôs Symphony No 7. 

Saturday 24 June 7pm John Lill (piano) plays Mozart, Prokofiev, Brahms and 
Beethoven. Lillôs stellar career began with him winning the 
International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow in 1970. 
He has been President of Thaxted Festival for 30 years. 

Sunday 25 June 7.30pm Escher Quartet playing string quartets by Haydn, Debussy 
and Schubert. Now based in New York, the quartet still 
perform regularly at Londonôs Wigmore Hall. 

Friday 30 June 7.30pm Choir of St Johnôs College, Cambridge, present a richly 
varied programme that includes Byrd, Haydn and Britten. 

Saturday 1 July 12 noon Philip Moore (organ). The former Master of Music at York 
Minster plays works by Francis Jackson, Bach, Stanley and 
his own compositions on the churchôs historic Lincoln Organ. 

Saturday 1 July 7.30pm Tim Kliphius Trio (violin, guitar, bass), jazz meets classical 
in a concert reflecting the seasons. ñImagination, flair é 
dazzling musicianshipò ï Jazz Times. 

Sunday 2 July 7.30pm London Handel Players with Rachel Brown (flute) recreate 
Bachôs Musical Offering for Frederick the Great, plus works 
by C.P.E. Bach, Quantz, Franz Benda and Frederick himself. 

Friday 7 July 8pm Yehudi Menuhin School Orchestra ï the soloists of 
tomorrow play Bach, Vivaldi, Elgar and Dvor§k 

Saturday 8 July 11am Slidinô About (trombone quartet) present a Family Concert 
that includes the Radetsky March, Fanfare from Also Sprach 
Zarathustra and hits from the classics, jazz and films. 

Saturday 8 July 7.30pm Clare Teal, Britainôs foremost female jazz vocalist, with her 
supporting Trio. Clare is a three-times winner of óBritish jazz 
vocalist of the yearô. 

Sunday 9 July 7.30pm Pop-Up Opera presents Cimerosa: Il Matrimonio Segreto 
(The Secret Marriage), an 18th-century Italian comic opera 
that holds the record for longest encore in operatic history! 

Thursday 13 July 7pm Thaxted Primary School perform Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 

Friday 14 July 8pm Jennifer Pike (violin) and Jeremy Pike (piano) play Mozart, 
Szymanowski and Wieniawski. Aged 12, Jennifer was the 
youngest ever BBC Young Musician of the Year. 

Saturday 15 July 7.30pm Colin Baldy (baritone) and Gulliver Ralston (piano) present 
a winning selection of No±l Cowardôs songs and sketches. 

Sunday 16 July 7.30pm Tenebrae, one of the worldôs leading vocal ensembles, 
conducted by Nigel Short, give the Festivalôs closing  
concert ï a performance of Bruckner and Brahmsô motets: 
ñdevastatingly beautiful éò ï Gramophone. 
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 EAST HERTS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 

Drop-in: Telephone: 

Monday 10:00am ï 4:00pm  03444 111 444 

Tuesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm Monday ï Friday 

Wednesday 10:00am ï 1:00pm 10:00am ï 4:00pm  

Options available to people affected by domestic violence 

If you are the victim of an abusive relationship, you should get advice on your options, 
which may be to: 

¶ report the violence to the police; 

¶ leave home temporarily; 

¶ leave home permanently; 

¶ stay in your present home and get the person who is harming you to leave; 

¶ take legal action. 

Reporting the violence to the police 
Most police stations have Domestic Violence Units or Community Safety Units with 
specially trained officers to deal with domestic violence and abuse. You should call 999 
in an emergency or 101 in a non-emergency. A Domestic Violence Protection Order 
lasts for up to 28 days and gives you time to explore your options and get further 
support. 

Finding somewhere safe to stay 
If you are a victim of an abusive relationship you may need somewhere safe to stay, 
either alone or with your children. The options are: 

¶ stay at home if you think this is safe; 

¶ stay with relatives or friends; 

¶ stay in a womenôs refuge (this is only an option for women, with or without children); 

¶ get emergency accommodation from the local authority under homeless persons law 
ï this usually means a bed and breakfast hostel; 

¶ get privately rented accommodation. 

Womenôs Aid Refuges are safe houses run by and for women suffering domestic 
violence. Refuges provide somewhere safe for women and their children to stay and 
allow some time to think about what to do next. To find your nearest refuge with spaces 
available, contact the National Domestic Violence Helpline on 0808 200 0247 (24 hours)  

Going to the local authority 
You will normally be considered to be legally homeless if it is not reasonable for you to 
occupy your home because of the risk or fear of domestic violence. If it is outside normal 
office hours, you should telephone the local authority's emergency out-of-hours number 
for help with emergency housing. 

www.womensaid.org 

www.hertssunflower.org   08 088 088 088 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/gender-violence/domestic-violence-and-abuse/  

É Copyright Citizens Advice. For the most up-to-date information, visit their website: 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

http://www.womensaid.org
http://www.hertssunflower.org
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/gender-violence/domestic-violence-and-abuse/
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Be GREAT to see you on the tennis courts of 
Buntingford this summer! Weôre starting the year with  
a charity tournament on Sunday 23rd April, 10amï
12.30pm, at the tennis courts at Norfolk Road playing 
fields. Entry is a Ã5 donation which will go to the Essex & 

Herts Air Ambulance. Weôll pair you up with a partner ï pulled out of a hat on the 
day. Youôre very welcome to bring a picnic for afterwards. Letôs hope for sunny dry 
weather as we are unable to play in rain on the astroturf and the balls donôt bounce! 

Please let me know if youôre interested in coming along so we have some idea of 
numbers. You can email me at buntingfordtennis@btinternet.com or click on our 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/events/259101027865765/. Looking 
forward to another season of whacking that little yellow ball around the court. 

Gilly, 07803 293969 

 

Come along and have a go! You might really enjoy it! 

Sunday 30th April & Monday 1st May 
10.00am to 1.00pm 

OPEN MORNINGS 
At Buntingford Bowls Club 

Wyddial Road 

Just pop in for a cuppa, chat and have a go. 

YES, they really are FREE. Just come along with flat shoes 
and we provide the equipment, we even have spare shoes. 

Sessions start at 6pm and last for up to 2 hours. Donôt  
worry if you cannot make them all as you will soon catch up. 

 

Wednesday 3
rd
, Sunday 7

th
, Thursday 11

th
  

and Sunday 14
th
 May 

FREE LESSONS IN MAY 

óBowls for Beginnersô 
At Buntingford Bowls Club, Wyddial Road 
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Making a very welcome return by public 
demand was our speaker for March, Tom 
Mason, a passionate young professional 
wildlife photographer. Last year Tom told us 
how he took up photography when his 
parents bought him a camera aged eleven. 
This year, in óBear Necessitiesô, he told us 
about his visit to Finland photographing 
Brown Bears ï and a Black one. Tom is a 
perfectionist and he explained that he knows 
what photo he wants and can spend hours in 

a hide taking picture after picture to get it. He showed us several pictures and then the 
one he had waited for ï there were gasps from the audience. 

Two of the photos Tom showed us were taken on his mobile phone from inside a hide. 
He said that you do not need expensive equipment to take good photos as todayôs 
technology is so good on our phones and iPads.  

Recently Tom entered one of his photos in a National Geographic competition and was 
awarded a Very Highly Commended ï there were 35,000 entries. Tom currently lives in 
Cork, Ireland, so had to commute to Buntingford via Ryanair, Stansted and a taxi. 
Fortunately everything went to plan, though we did have one very anxious committee 
member who had arranged a back-up just in case. 

Some groups are now re-starting after the winter break. The Strollers Group meets on 
the last Tuesday of the month, weather permitting, and the Petanque Group meets 
every Friday at the Fox, Aspenden, from 12noon onwards ï again, weather permitting. 
However, the Carpet Bowls Group will break for the summer at the end of April. 

The Ukulele Group recently 
took part in the third Ukefest 
which this year was held in 
Rickmansworth (left and 
below). Eight U3A Groups 
from around Hertfordshire 
played for 15 minutes each. 
This was not a competition.  
It was a lovely fun occasion 
with great camaraderie and 
support for all the players. It 
is definitely a highlight of the 
year for our ukulele group. 

Our speaker on Monday 10th April 
will be Gary Fisher, who runs the 
óLiving Historyô at Hatfield House, 
and his subject is óSt Georgeô. We 
meet at Seth Ward Community 
Centre ï doors open 1.30pm. 

For information on all our groups, 
and an application form to join us, 
please visit our new website at: 

www.u3asites.org.uk/
buntingford  

Jean Cook 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford
http://www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford
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Call for Artists!  Hertfordshire Artists, we need you! 

Hertfordshireôs annual Open Studios event, hosted by Herts Visual Artists (HVA), will run 
this year from Saturday 9th September until Sunday 1st October. Artists who wish to 
take part should register on-line now ï registration runs till 2nd May 2017. 

All professional and amateur visual artists, craft makers and designers living or working in 
Hertfordshire are invited to take part. Open the doors of your studio to the public or join 
with other artists and exhibit in a gallery or hall near you. This year the price for individual 
artists has been reduced by 10% and there is a new pricing structure for groups of artists 
exhibiting together. The cost is Ã90 for an individual and for the lead artist in a group, with 
additional artists at a single venue Ã40. Participating artists must be members of HVA. 

Entry fee covers inclusion in on-line and printed publicity materials, promotional materials 
and Open Studios signage, and a full entry in the OS on-line catalogue. Also, in April 
2017 HVA will be hosting an óOpen Studios Teaserô exhibition at the New Maynard 
Gallery in Welwyn Garden City. The exhibition will be open to all HVA members but 
priority will be given to those who have already signed up for Open Studios 2017. 

For more information and to register as an Open Studios artist visit the  
website www.hvaf.org.uk  or email openstudios@hvaf.org.uk 

Yoo hoo ï it's Gladys here! 
When you next pop down 
the high street, ask one  
of the lovely ladies in the 

library if they could reserve you a copy of the latest No.1 bestseller, House Construction 
by Bill Jerome Holme. Itôs a must for anyone interested in the ultimate DIY challenge.   

Well the curtain finally came down 
on the recent BDS production  
of Curtain Up! (pun intended 
darlings!).  We would like to thank 
everyone who came to see the 
show and we hope you enjoyed 
yourselves. Hereôs a photo of the 
cast backstage before the show 

Finally, I will leave you with this 
thought: If you don't know what 
introspection is, you need to take a 
long, hard look at yourself. 

BFN darlings! 

 Gladys, XXX 

Society details, as ever, can be found on the website www.buntingforddrama.org  

http://www.hvaf.org.uk
mailto:openstudios@hvaf.org.uk

