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MONDAYS 

10:30am ï 12 noon  

 
10:45am ï 11:30am 
 

1:30pm ï 3:00pm 

1:30pm ï 3:30pm 

 
4:30pm ï 7:30pm  
 
 

6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

 

6:30pm ï 8:00pm  

 
6:45pm ï 8:15pm 

7:00pm 

 
7:00pm ï 8:00pm  

7:30pm ï 8:15pm  

7:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
 
7:30pm ï 9:45pm 

 
8:15pm  

TUESDAYS 

9:15am ï 10:15am 

 9:30am ï 11:00am 

 
10:00am ï 11:30am 

10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

10:45am ï 11:30am 
11:45am ï 12:30pm 

3:30pm ï 9:00pm 

 
5:30pm ï 6:30pm  

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

6:15pm ï 7:15pm 

 
7:00pm 

7:00pm ï 8:15pm  

 

Iyengar Yoga at URC Hall, Baldock Road (term time only). Contact Jen Harris 
on 01920 821288.  

StretchônôGrow  for children who are walking. At Seth Ward Community 
Centre. Ã2 per family. 01763 273008. 

Stay & Play at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008 

Senior Citizens Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Bingo and an afternoon of 
socialising. For more information contact Jeanne Clark on 01763 274631. 

Rib Valley Trampoline Club at Freman College (term time only).  
Contact Andrea Allen 07989 980038 or email: ribvalleytc@live.co.uk 

Cougars U9s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter Deacon  
on 01462 642922. 

Tai Ji at URC Hall. Contact Steve Burton 01279 777032 / 07968 052716 

Bridge for experienced players at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã2.50 per session. 
Contact Eddie on 01763 273640 or 07976 896718. 

Pilates at Layston School. Contact Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 

Abs (body toning) at Fit Together Gym. Contact Al on 07739 131694. 

Buntingford Community Choir at Millfield School, Monks Walk.  
No need to read music, no auditions, just bring your enthusiasm!  For info  
see www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk or email: info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk  

Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged 13ï19 years,  
at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact Danny Band on 07879 
853849 or email: danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 823677. 

 

Badminton at Seth Ward CC, Ã2.50 per session. 01763 273712. 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall, Baldock Road. Ã1.50 includes drink and 
snack. Term time. 

Under 1s Group at Buntingford Bowls Club. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate 
Smith MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  

Cheeky Chimps (2 separate sessions) at Seth Ward Community Centre.  
Ã2 per family. 01763 273008 

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 

Cougars U15s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U10s training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf.  

Cougars U12s Blues training, St Edmunds School Floodlit Astro Turf. For 
more info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 

Boot Camp at Layston School. Jacqui 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Philippa 01763 271010. 

D   E  ï A  2015 
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7:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm  

 8:30pm ï 9:30pm  
  

WEDNESDAYS 

9:30 ï 11:15am 

 
 

 

9:30 ï 11:30am 

 

 
10:00am ï 11:00am 

10:30am 

 
 
6:00pm ï 7:00pm  
 

6:00pm ï 7:00pm 

 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

7:30pm ï 8:30pm 

7:30pm ï 8:15pm 

 
7:30pm  

 

8:00pm 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
 

 
9:30am ï 11:00am 
  
  

11:00am ï 12:00pm 
  
  

1:00pm ï 3:00pm 
   
 
  
 

4:30pm ï 6:30pm  
 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
 
 
 

 
  
  

  

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 

Cougars U13s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  

Cougars U16s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
info on Cougars training, email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk 
 

Great Hormead Baby and Toddler Group at Great Hormead School Hall. 
Term time only. From 0 to 4 years. Toys, activities, arts & crafts and singing. 
Ã1.50 for first child, 50p for additional children, includes a drink and snack. 
Contact Annabel on 07787 562265, or just turn up.  

Barkway Parent and Toddler Group at Barkway Village Hall. Children 0ï4 
years. Singing, stories and activities; tea, coffee, juice and snack provided. 
Contact  Kim Semple on 07964 151288.  

Story Sacks at Jenyns First School, Braughing. Ã1 per child 01763 273008. 

BALFF 10-week course started 14 January,  óCurrent Affairsô, at the 
Community Centre, Luynes Rise. Coffee served from 10am. For details 
contact Julia Peacock on 01763 272584. 

Cougars U14s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Rita on 
07957 558782. 

Cougars U15s Blues training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

Body Circuit classes at Seth Ward CC. Contact Rita on 07957 558782. 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact Al  
on 07739 131694. 

Slimming World Group at Millfield School. Tel: Glenda McLellan on  
01462 894351 / 07983 224121 or email glendakmclellan@gmail.com  

Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Anstey Toddlers at Old School House, Anstey. Arts & crafts, free play and 
singing for toddlers & babies with their carers. Ã1 per family. Term time only 
01763 273008. 
 

Bramble Hill Stay & Play at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green Lane, 
Buntingford. Term time only. Ã1 per family. 01763 273008. 
  

Fitness for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Ã4 per class. Eileen 
Dixon 01763 257474 / 07966 222272, email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com 
  

Baby classes run by the Best Start Club at the Scout Hut, Bowling Green 
Lane. Magical Musical Playdays, for 1 to 3 years olds, start at 1:00pm; 
followed by Baby Signing classes, for 0 to 16 months, at 2:00pm. Contact 
Laura Sheriff on 07801 796334. Email: laura@thebeststartclub.com. 
 

Drama workshops 15ï18 year olds, with Stagefrights Theatre at Seth Ward 
Comm Centre. Dave 01438 232181; email: stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Cougars U7s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
 

Cougars U8s training at Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area.  
For more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk  
 

W '  O   
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5:30pm ï 10:00pm 

7.30pm  

8:00pm ï 9:30pm 
 

8:00ï10:00pm 

FRIDAYS 

9:15am 
 

9:30am ï 10:30am  
 

10:00am & 11:00am 
 

 
10:00am ï 9:00pm 
  

 
11:00am ï 12:00 
  
11:00am 
  

  
3.30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

5:30pm ï 6:30pm 
  

 
5:30pm ï 8:00pm 
  
  

  
6:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 
 

SATURDAYS 

8:30am ï 2:45pm  
  
  

9:15am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

10:00am ï 11:30am 
  

  
10:30am ï 11:30am 
  

 
11:am ï 2:00pm 
 
 

2:15pm ï 4:15pm 
 
 

2:00pm ï 4:00pm  

Buntingford Swimming Club, Freman Pool. Adelaide Boon  07710 550050. 
 

Buntingford Karate Club, Edwinstree Gym. Bill Hooper 01763 273123. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward CC. Contact Liz James on 01763 274010. 
 

Buntingford Dramatic Society, Benson Hall. 
 

 
WeightWatchers at Benson Hall. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre ï term time only. 
 

Baby & toddler 'Rhyme Time' at Seth Ward. Ã1 first child, 50p for additional 
children to include tea & coffee. Contact Bramble Hill 01763 273008. 
 

The On Site Massage Clinic at Seth Ward Comm Centre. Contact Kate Smith 
MBRCP on 07720 298306 or visit  www.onsitemassageclinic.co.uk.  
 

Drop-in Breastfeeding Support Group at Bramble Hill, 01763 273008. 
  

All Abilities Multi Sports at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Jacqui  
on 01763 273815 / 07956 647806. 
  

Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College.  
Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
  

Cougars U11s training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

Friday Project, Buntingford & District Youth Club for young people aged  
13ï19. A range of activities at the Technical Institute, Baldock Road. Contact 
Danny Band on 07879 853849 or email danny.band@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
  

Cougars U12s Whites training, Norfolk Road Floodlit Multigames Area. For 
more information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 

 

 
Dance classes with Buntingford Dancing School, at Freman College and  
URC Hall, Buntingford. Contact Philippa on 01763 271010. 
 

Musical Theatre School for 4ï14 year olds at Seth Ward Comm Centre.  
Call Anna 07545 788433 or email stage-door@brilliantmusicaltheatre.co.uk.  
  

3rd Sat in the month, Dadôs/Male Carers Group at the Scout Hut, Bowling 
Green Lane, Buntingford. Ã1 per child. 01763 273008. 
  

Cougars U6s training, Buntingford Community Centre (on grass). For more 
information email: secretary@buntingfordcougars.co.uk. 
  

1st Sat in the month, BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall. Crafts, Food, Art & 
Gifts. Refreshments. Charity Raffle. Free squash & lollypop for children!  
 

Drama workshops 6ï15 year olds with Stagefrights Theatre at URC Hall, 
Baldock Road. Dave 01438 232181 or email stagefrights2009@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

Police Surgery at Buntingford Police Station, Baldock Road. 

If you would like to advertise your event in The Journal, 

please contact Christine Noble on 01763 273095 

Or email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

D   E  ï A  2015 
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Fri 27th & 
Sat 28th Mar 
 

Sat 28th 

 
 

Sun 29th 
 

Sun 29th 

A̗̙̐̓  

Wed 1st  
 

 
Sat 4th 
 

Sat 4th 
 

Sun 5th  
 

 
 
Tues 7th 
 

Thurs 9th 
 

Sat 11th 

 

Sun 12th 

 

Mon 13th 

 

Tues 14th  
& Wed 15th 
 

Wed 15th 
 

Thurs 16th 
 

 
Fri 17th 
 

 

Sun 19th 

 

Wed 22nd 
 

Wed 29th 
 

 
Wed 29th 

M̈  ̠

Sundays  
 

Thurs 7th 
 

Sat 16th 

 

Sat 16th 

 

Sat 16th 

 

Buntingford School of Dance Biennial Performance óFace The Music 
and Danceô at Broxbourne Civic Hall. Call 01992 441946 for tickets. 

 

2:30pm Jumble Sale in aid of Isabel Hospice at Thundridge Village Hall. 
Entrance 20p 

 

2am British Summertime Begins ï clocks go forward to 3am.  
 

1pmï3:30pm RATS Easter Fundraiser, Ampthill Parkside Hall, Woburn 
Street, Ampthill MK45 2HX. 

 
7:45pm Buntingford Gardeners Club at URC Hall, Baldock Road.  
óA Taste of the Caribbeanô. New members welcome. (See page 45). 

 

10am Easter Egg Hunt and Family Fun in Barkway (see page 30). 
 

11amï2pm BuntsBoutiqueFair at Benson Hall.. 
 

10amï4pm The Friendly Antiques & Vintage Fair at Barkway Village Hall, 
SG8 8BS. Ã1 Entry. Homemade cakes & refreshments. All enquiries 
Rosei Frost 07720 647696 or email info@flapperfortunes.co.uk 

 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall.  
 

7:45pm Buntingford W.I. at URC Hall (see page 43).  
 

3:30pm Birds of East Hertfordshire, a tea-time talk (see page 28).  
 

10amï4pm Cambridge Gliding Club Open Day (see page 45).  
 

2pm U3A Monthly Meeting at Seth Ward Community Centre (page 28). 
 

Buntingford Cougars Easter Soccer School (page 47). Visit the Cougars 
facebook page or  www.buntingfordcougars.co.uk for details. 

 

10:30ï12:00noon BALA Coffee Morning at Benson Hall (see page 42). 
 

7:45pm Buntingford Annual Town Meeting at the Community Centre, 
Luynes Rise (see page 20) 

 

8pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society at The Crown PH. 
óHistory and the Future of Barrington Cement Worksô with John Drayton. 

 

10amï12noon Open Morning at Buntingford Bowls Club (see page 11). 
 

7:30pm BCS Annual General Meeting at Benson Hall (see page 13). 
 

10amï12noon Flower arranging demonstration in Furneux Pelham 
Church (see page 14). 

 

7pm for 7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club at Benson Hall.  
Visitors welcome. 

 
10am  Free Bowls Lessons each Sunday in May (see page 11). 
 

7:00amï10:00pm General  & Local Elections (see page 20). 
 

7:30 for 8pm Friends of Layston School Quiz Night (see page 35). 
 

7:30pm Twinning Association Saturday Night Hop (see page 44). 
 

7:30pm Spring Quiz Night in Reed (see page 48). 
 

D   Y  D 

mailto:info@flapperfortunes.co.uk
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U  L  I 

POLICE STATION: 
Baldock Road, Buntingford 
Police surgeries: 
 
GAS: 
ELECTRICITY: 
WATER (Veolia): 
SEWERAGE (Thames Water): 
FLOODLINE: 
 
 
DOCTORS: 
 
 
 
 
B A S H  (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RAPE, 
RACE or HATE CRIME: 
 
LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
High Street, Buntingford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: 
The Manor House 
Market Hill, Buntingford 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE &  
RECYCLING SITE: 
Watermill Industrial Estate, 
Aspenden Road 

Non-emergency telephone: 101 
 In emergencies dial 999 
2ï4pm on Saturdays at Buntingford Police Station 
 
Emergency (gas leaks) ï Freephone 0800 111 999 
Emergency (power loss) ï Freephone 0800 7838 838 
Emergency ï Freephone 0800 376 5325 
Emergency ï Telephone 0845 920 0800 
Emergency ï 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188 
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60 
 
The Medical Centre ï White Hart Close 
 Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours) 
Orchard Surgery ï Baldock Road 
 Tel: 01763 272410  (After hours: 272411)  
 
Providing transport for hospital and doctors  
 appointments. Tel: Jane Winter 01763 271484 
 
Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554440  
 (in emergency, dial 999) 
 
Buntingford Town Council ï 01763 272222 
East Herts District Council ï 01279 655261 
 Housing ï 01279 714714 
 Benefits ï Freephone 0800 373852 
For emergencies out of office hours: 01279 655261 
 Adult Care Services ï 0300 123 4042 
 Childrenôs Services ï 0300 123 4043 
Hertfordshire Highways ï 0300 123 4047, or report  
 faults online:  www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
 
Opening times: Mon & Thurs 09:00 ï 18:00 
  Tues & Fri 14:00 ï 18:00 
  Saturday 09:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone enquiries ï 0300 123 4049  
 Option 1 ï Renewals 03:00ï23:45 every day 
 Option 2 ï All other enquiries MonïFri  
      08:00ï20:00, Sat 09:00ï 6:00  
 
Opening times: Monday 10:00 ï 16:00 
  Tues & Wed 10:00 ï 13:00 
Telephone advice:   Mon to Fri 10:00 ï 16:00 
 Call  03444 111 444  
 
Opening times: Mon to Fri 17:00 ï 20:00 
  Sat & Sun 10:00 ï 13:00 
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E ô  L 

Many thanks to Debbie Lemay for proofreading  

I must begin with an apology for all the errors in the Whatôs On section in March, 
especially the Dates for Your Diary on page 5. I hope it didnôt confuse anyone too badly. 
To be truthful I simply ran out of time. I knew I hadnôt checked the page properly, but I 
didnôt realise it was quite so far from finished until after the Journal was at the printer. 
Which was a pity because apart from that I was really pleased with the March issue.  

I do hope you like this monthôs cover ï a bit whacky, I know, but I loved the colours! 
There is a serious point behind it of course, which is that the High Street Transition group 
have been investigating heat loss from their houses with the help of a thermal imaging 
camera. You can read more on page 15. 

World Book Day is now a big event in the school calendar, which I think is wonderful, 
especially in these days of multimedia. The school reports reveal how they celebrated the 
joy and wonder of books ï and also what they got up to raising money for Red Nose Day. 

East Herts Council have not been enjoying a good press round here recently, with all the 
planning decisions going against Buntingford, but for a change I am going to congratulate 
them. I was pleased to learn of their decision to ban sky lanterns and helium balloons 
from their land, including parks and other open spaces. This is one less fire and litter 
hazard for our local environment and wildlife to contend with. You can find out more 
about the problems caused by sky lanterns on the RSPCA website. 

Finally, as I took my morning walk with Toby the other day I had just unclipped his lead at 
the start of the riverside path when a lady came up to me and said that my dog should be 
kept on the lead. I was rather taken aback because I had expected her to say something 
nice about him, which is what usually happens, but instead this was a complaint: she was 
adamant that dogs on a public footpath must be on a lead ï by Law. I had never heard of 
this, so as soon as I got home I Googled it and was relieved to find that the lady was 
wrong. To paraphrase the legal situation, a dog must be under control and not display 
threatening behaviour, but there is no legal requirement to be on a lead unless a bylaw is 
in force (such as in Layston Court Gardens) or a specific order is displayed (e.g. by a 
farmer to protect livestock). So I havenôt been breaking the law all these years and I can 
carry on walking my dog without him pulling my arm off. Happy days! 

 Christine Noble  

Copy and diary entries:  Christine Noble ï 01763 273095    
68 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HN  
email: Journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries:  Keith Edwards ï 01763 272032  
email: Advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Editorial copy deadline for the May 2015 Journal  

is Saturday 18
th
 April 2015 

The Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially  

independent of, the Buntingford Civic Society.  
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Christine 

I would like to thank Julian Thornton and our Council for keeping their word and cutting 
down all the overgrown bushes, undergrowth and rubbish etc. on the Luynes Rise 
playing field and opening the pathway again. This needed to be done as any no-gooders 
could have been hiding in this, watching school children, etc. We have had fires laid 
there, bottles of spirits and endless amounts of dogsô mess that these contractors have 
had to deal with. They have and still are doing a good job. As they say, it will grow back 
in better shape and only need a tidy up each time. It had got well out of hand in almost 
20 years. It would be nice of all dog-owners would pick up after their dogs as children 
play on this football field and no-one wants to be guilty of a child going blind. Once again, 
thank you to all concerned.  

Mrs Olive Cooper 

Dear Christine 

About five years ago, this small market town in north-east Hertfordshire had a population 
of about 6,000 residents and just over 2,000 houses. Since this government brought in 
the Localism Bill on 13th December 2010, to give local residents more say over the way 
their towns are run, we have been devastated by the failure of the local planning 
authority, East Herts District Council, to support us in our mass objection to the building 
plans that have been submitted and subsequently passed against our wishes. The 
Localism Bill means NOTHING. Not having a current district plan in place does not help, 
but whose fault is that? Again it is East Herts. 

I praise Buntingford Town Council, Buntingford Civic Society and BARD for the great 
work they are doing on our behalf, but sadly it is not working. Buntingford residents need 
to protest as loud as they can at the destruction of Buntingford as we know it. With the 
mass housing that is planned Buntingford will change forever and not for the better. 
Infrastructure will not cope with such rapid growth: approval has already been given for 
well over one thousand homes, while with others awaiting appeal decision or East Herts 
planning decision there could be up to another thousand houses on top of that.  

You work it out: itôs nearly doubling the size of Buntingford by the time they are all built ï 
about 10 years. And this does not even take into account the dozens of houses that have 
appeared around the town in ones and twos whether new builds, barn conversions or 
outbuilding conversions. 

I urge you all to email our local MP Oliver Heald (oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk), the 
Sectetary of State for Communities and Local Government Eric Pickles MP 
(eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk) and our esteemed Prime Minister David Cameron 
(david.cameron.mp@parliament.uk) and tell them what is happening to Buntingford and 
what you think of the new planning rules ï or lack of them ï and the Localism Bill. Good 
luck and letôs make it count for the future health and well-being of Buntingford. 

Ashley Cantor, 49 Fairfield, Buntingford SG9 9NY 
Dear Editor 

With the field behind Snells Mead now fenced off in preparation for Area 1 of the 
Wheatley Homes development, I would like to say óthank youô to everyone who put up a 
fight to try and protect the town we know and love. Many people in Buntingford have 
given enormous amounts of their time and effort to resist the onslaught of developers in 
recent years, but as time has gone one fewer and fewer people are actively supporting 

mailto:oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:david.cameron.mp@parliament.uk
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those efforts. Most people now seem to think ówhatôs the point? ï the developers will win 
anyway!ô But even though we seem to be losing the battle, I really do appreciate that 
some have tried their best. 

Snells Mead Resident (name and address supplied) 

Dear Christine 

Buntingford Library 

Last month I warned about celebrating too early when we learned that our library was to 
be re-graded as a Tier 2 library. I wrote to Councillor Frances Button, Cabinet member for 
libraries, to thank her and to invite her to Buntingford to discuss how our library might be 
enhanced to fulfil its new role. She replied to me as follows: 

"With regard to the potential relocation of the Buntingford library our ambition is for all our 
libraries to be bright, attractive, welcoming, tech-enabled spaces in convenient locations. 
.... the current building, although well located, is not ideal for the delivery of a modern 
library service ... We are currently exploring the feasibility of developing the fire station 
site in Buntingford to provide a multi-service community hub, including a new library ... 
We expect the feasibility work to take two to three months." 

So our fears have been confirmed. I replied to point out that with the extensive housing 
developments taking place and proposed on both sides of Hare Street Road and the old 
Sainsbury's depot at the top of London Road the volume of traffic around the fire station 
site in the future will make it potentially dangerous for mothers to take their young children 
to Story Time there. Moreover any proposal will require planning permission before 
construction can begin and this will lead to a long delay before we get a proper Tier 2 
library. I suggested that she still meets us in Buntingford to see how the existing building 
can be best adapted, a proposal which I feel would be cheaper and less time consuming.  

In her reply Councillor Button says that Buntingford's status as a Tier 2 library has been 
confirmed and is in no way dependent on the location of the library building. Over the next 
few months the Library Service will be working to review staffing, stock and opening hours 
of all Tier 1 and 2 libraries to ensure that they are able to offer the services appropriate to 
their Tier. She expects Buntingford to be operating as a Tier 2 library on its present site 
from Autumn 2015, but that this should not prevent them from exploring opportunities to 
modernise and improve facilities in the future. She confirms that she will be happy to meet 
representatives of the Buntingford Library Supporters Club to discuss options, although 
she does not think it would be helpful to hold the meeting before they know a little more 
about what the options. When they do, she thinks a meeting would be helpful and she will 
contact us to arrange one before any decision is made on the libraryôs future location. 

So thereôs a glimmer of hope, but relocation of the library is still not discounted. A paper 
prepared for the meeting of the Cabinet Panel on 20 March discloses that early work is 
underway to explore the feasibility of re-providing Buntingford, Redbourn, 
Sawbridgeworth and Wheathampstead libraries on fire station sites, with the purpose of 
the project being to create attractive, modern library facilities, including access to 
community space and disabled toilets. In our campaign we identified the non-use of 
Section 106 funds and the new paper states that such funds are now to be used in 
2015/16 to pay for a major refurbishment of St Albans library and improvements at Abbots 
Langley, Hatfield and Hitchin. Why has Buntingford been ignored? 

In the meantime I suggest that all interested parties write to Frances Button (email: 
frances.button@Hertfordshire.gov.uk) to tell her how much we disagree with their 
proposals. The number of ódisagreesô from Buntingford to the questionnaire was such that 
they could not be ignored. We must show the same determined response to this latest 
idea from County Hall.  

Yours sincerely, Brian Thompson 

mailto:frances.button@Hertfordshire.gov
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 Dear Christine 

Buntingford U3A have been liaising with Freman College for some time, asking young 
people to give tuition to our members on the use of iphones, tablets and on IT problems 
generally. Todayôs young people often get óa bad pressô but I just wanted to say that these 
young people have been fantastic in giving up their time to help our members Ƶand so 
patient! They are a credit to their college. Thank you Freman College.  

Val Reedman, Buntingford U3A 

Dear Christine 

I left Buntingford and moved to Berkhamsted in 2008, but having lived there for 25 years  
I had to keep in touch. Most people here donôt even know where Buntingford is! It could 
be twinned with Berkhamsted ï they were both on drove-roads to London.  

Having stopped driving (Iôm 85) I donôt come back, but I still enjoy reading the Journal  
and was interested to see that some people in Buntingford have started a Transition 
group. I have joined Berkhamsted Transition Town and find it very enterprising. I thought 
you and your readers might be interested in the National Transition Roadshow event 
happening here on 19th April ï just in case anybody would like to find out where 
Berkamsted is! Thereôs more information online at www.transitionberkhamsted.org.uk/
roadshow 2015. 

Love to all, Jean Hayes 

Dear Christine 

BROADBAND IN BUNTINGFORD 

I thought the Journal might like to print the letter I received from Oliver Heald MP and 
Stuart Bannerman Campbell of Herts County Council in response to my question 
regarding the plans for superfast broadband for Buntingford. 

Regards, David Edwards, 96-98 High St, Buntingford 

Dear Mr Edwards 

Attached is the reply which I have now received from Herts County Council.  I hope this 
helps and I will of course update you when I receive any further information. 

Best wishes, Sir Oliver Heald QC MP 

Dear Sir Oliver 

RE: Constituency Case ï Mr David Edwards 

Thank you for getting in touch and apologies for the delay in replying.  

The Buntingford area is currently unable to receive fibre broadband due to the need for 
substantial investment on BT Openreach's network related to the linked Puckeridge 
exchange. The cost of installing this technology meant that despite the large number of 
premises in the area, BT were unable to install this technology as part of our original 
rollout programme for the monies available 

We have now included the affected premises in the 'intervention area' for our second 
rollout known as the Superfast Extension Programme (SEP). We are currently going 
through the process of securing a BT programme for this work via the government 
framework contract. We hope shortly to hear back from them with regards to identifying 
how many premises in our intervention area we can fibre in our second rollout for the 
money available. However the rollout itself is not due to start until March 2016. Due to the 
scale and complexity of this work we will not be able to absolutely confirm our second 
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OPEN MORNINGOPEN MORNINGOPEN MORNING   
BUNTINGFORD BOWLS CLUB 

Wyddial Road, Buntingford 

10:00 to 12:00 on Sunday 19
th
 April 

Interested but canôt make this date? Then ring Eddie Plume on 

273640 or Roger Evans on 07837 894719 for an alternative  

BOWLS for BEGINNERS 

 

10am EACH SUNDAY from 3rd 

At The Green, Wyddial Road, Buntingford 

·  FULLY QUALIFIED COUNTY COACHES  ·  BOWLS PROVIDED at  

NO CHARGE  ·  FLAT-SOLED SHOES REQUIRED 

No obligation ï JUST COME ALONG AND PLAY !!! 

For more information ring:  

Eddie Plume on 07976 896718 or Roger Evans on 07837 894719 

Visit us at:  www.buntingfordbowls.co.uk 

 FREE LESSONS IN MAY 

rollout plan until we receive that information ï but we are confident of including many of 
those premises in the Buntingford area as we do appreciate the major difficulties lack of 
a good broadband speed causes to the area. I will look to provide an update as soon as 
I am in a position to contract with BT on the above. 

Please communicate the below [sic ] to Mr Edwards and other interested residents, and 
let me know if there are further questions or concerns which I would be happy to 
answer. 

Regards, Stuart Bannerman Campbell 
Assistant Director ï Improvement and Technology 

Postal point CH02388, County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DE 



12  

 

 
Buntingford  
Civic Society 

(Reg. Charity No. 1014873) 

www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk 

Firstly, I would like to express personal thanks to Paul Spears for his support during his 
time as an Executive Committee member and latterly as co-chair of the Society, a 
position he has held for the past year. Paul is moving away from the area for family 
reasons and we all wish him and Karen the very best for the future.  

So we have lost Paul, but Iôm delighted to say we have gained Peter ï Peter Hay, who is 
our new Membership Secretary. The email address for queries about membership is 
membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk, or you can raise queries or other issues at the 
A.G.M., where we hope to see as many of you as possible ï see notice opposite. 

As seems to have been the case since my first article for the Journal, we are still under 
siege from developers who are seizing the opportunity to build as many houses as 
possible on sites around the town. This is due to lack of protection from East Herts DC 
who do not yet have an up-to-date District Plan. However, we have recently been 
encouraged by a statement from housing minister, Brandon Lewis MP, who advised our 
local MP, Sir Oliver Heald, and our two District Councillors, Stan Bull and Jeff Jones, that 
if we have a Neighbourhood Plan in place this will carry weight with Planning Inspectors. 
Following this advice, the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) team have been burning the 
midnight oil to fast track the NP to a point where it will be recognised as a legitimate 
planning document. By the time you read this article the first round of public consultation 
on the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan will have been completed and they will have 
been modified to include comments from residents of the Neighbourhood Area.  

Some of you may recall that I represented the Society at a select committee forum in 
September 2014 investigating the impact of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) on local communities. The select committeeôs report was issued in late 
December 2014 with many recommendations for change to the NPPF. However, the 
latest report from HMôs coalition government is that they do not agree with all of the 
suggested changes. This has resulted in a critical statement from the chairman of the 
select committee, Clive Betts MP, who has accused them of ñburying their heads in the 
sandò, a sentiment with which I wholeheartedly concur. 

The project to create a new cemetery adjacent to the existing one at Layston is now 
moving towards its design phase. This should be carried out over the coming weeks by 
the selected company, CDS Ltd. Once the design is completed and accepted, the next 
phase will be applying to East Herts DC for planning permission. 

The Civic Society is planning a óHeritage Dayô on Sunday 21st June, the date chosen by 
Civic Voice as this yearôs óCivic Dayô. Robin Webb will lead two guided walking tours of 
the townôs conservation area, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. Places will be 
limited so the tours will need to be booked in advance ï they will be free for BCS 
members, with a charge of Ã1 per person for non-members. Also, Mandy and Martin 
have kindly offered to hold an open day at St Bartholomewôs Church for those who would 
like a closer look at the results of their painstaking restoration work. There will be more 
information on this, including how to book onto a walking tour, in next monthôs Journal. 

Spring is upon us and the clocks will soon be going forward bringing eagerly awaited 
lighter evenings so we can all come out of our winter hibernation. This summer we will 
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SETH WARD ALMSHOUSE VACANCY 
A first floor flat has become vacant within the Seth Ward Almshouse Trust 

premises in the High Street, Buntingford, adjacent to St Peterôs Church. The flat has 

recently been updated and offers comfortable accommodation for an eligible person 

of retirement age who is mobile, independent and able to take care of themselves. 

Details of the weekly maintenance charge ï being a contribution towards gas, 

electricity, water and the installation of a Piper alarm system ï will  be given at the 

time an application is made. 

To receive an application form please email:  pam.hibberd@btinternet.com 

Or call:  07742 766554 

be running a óBuntingford in Bloomô competition to find the most colourful frontage. For 
households there will be three categories ï Hanging Baskets, Tubs, and Beds ï and the 
fourth category will be Hanging Baskets at shops and businesses. Entries will be by 
nomination, either from the household or neighbours, with prizes for the best in each 
category. A judging date and nomination form will be available in the May Journal. 

And finally, walking down Hare Street Road the other day, I noticed a chap walking 
towards me with a cabbage on a lead. Being curious, as I am, I asked him why he had a 
cabbage on a lead. He looked at me with a puzzled expression and said ñThey told me it 
was a collieò! 

Graham Waite, BCS Co-Chair (chairman@buntingfordcivic.org.uk) 
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Rogue Traders 

I would like to make all local 
residents aware that there have 
been several reports of possible 
rogue trading in the area. Rogue 
traders will knock on your door  

and offer to do work on your home or garden that will either be unnecessary or vastly 
over-priced. Some of the methods they  commonly us include: 

¶ ñWeôve noticed you have loose roof tiles and/or faulty guttering.ò 

¶ ñWeôve got material left over from a job down the road. We can lay you a new 
driveway immediately.ò 

¶ Offering tree or hedge cutting services, or  to power wash your driveway. 

Police Advice: NEVER consider having work done on your house or garden by 
anyone who knocks on your door unsolicited. If you have a suspicious caller ring 999 

Aaron Pender, Buntingford PCSO 

Are you interested in becoming part of Neighbourhood Watch? 

Neighbourhood Watch is FREE to join and is not just about 
reducing crime: it is residents encouraging their communities to 
look out for suspicious people and vehicles, helping neighbours  
who are vulnerable and keeping an eye on their property while 
they are away. It is not about ócurtain twitchingô but about being 
aware of what is going on around you. Benefits include learning  
about crime prevention ideas; also, some insurance companies 
give discounts on home insurance to those in an NW scheme.   

If you might be interested in becoming part of a scheme, please email your details to 
me, PCSO 6666 Amanda Higham, at amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk. If you 
would like to receive messages about the area via our Online Watch Link, email me 
with your name, address and contact number and I will add you to our system. If you 
would like to receive messages via mobile phone, please include your mobile number. 

Amanda Higham, PCSO East Herts Rural Team 

Police House, Baldock Road, Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 9DB 

ôFlower arranging for a Church Pedestalõ 
Demonstration by Sally Cantes 

At St Maryõs Church, Furneux Pelham 

Wednesday 29th April, 10am to noon 
Tickets & further information on this fund-raising event from:  

Anne Ewen 01279 777530 ð Ã5 in advance or on the day 

Coffee & Raffle for flower arrangements 

mailto:amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk
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T  I  T  A ! 
As Buntingford transitions from Winter to Spring 
and snowdrops give way to daffodils, the High 
Street Transition team have been preparing for 
their first big challenge: how to save energy in 
heating their often extremely old homes. One 
weekend in late February, following the first 
meeting of the Transition High Street group, we 
borrowed one of the many thermal imaging 
cameras owned by citizen groups across Hertfordshire. These measure the infrared end 
of the light spectrum ï heat emissions, rather than visible light. Over three evenings, 
Madela visited the group members taking photographs of their houses and recording 
some startling images showing where they are leaking heat. 

All the houses in the High 
Street are individual, with 
different build design, 
structure and materials, so 
it was fascinating to look 
at the strengths and 
weaknesses of each. It is 
clear from the images 
where the most heat is 
escaping, with red being 
the most heat loss and 
blue the least. This image 
of the White House (right) 
shows that very little heat 
leaks through the ancient 
2-foot thick walls, but the 
front door leaks heat like a 
sieve and several sash 
windows leak more from 
the top ï not evenly all round. Other houses, like the terraced properties on the cover, 
have even bigger problems, leaking heat through the walls as well as the windows. 

These images give householders real clues as to where best to direct their efforts in 
insulating, installing radiator reflectors, etc. They will be a central talking point at the 
groupôs next get together on 24th March when we will be looking at specific ideas for 
how we can make our lovely High Street more sustainable energy-wise. The High Street 
is Buntingford In Transition's pilot óTransition Streetsô group and we will be starting up 
more groups later in the year. If you and your neighbours are interested in following a 
similar programme please contact Madela at madela1@hotmail.co.uk  

We now have copies of the Buntingford Transition Streets Handbook, kindly sponsored 
by the Town Council. So if you want to read more about what we are up to please email 
david@peacechild.org, or come along to observe one of our sessions. 

Madela Baddock & David Woollcome 

mailto:madela1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david@peacechild.org
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ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
3 Station Road, Buntingford   Telephone 01763 271471 

Parish Priest:  Father John White 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each Sunday at 9:15am  
Holy Days at 10am and 8pm; Weekdays at 9:30pm 
Saturdays at 10am 
 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30 to 11am 

Christ Church 
United Reformed Church, Baldock Road,  Buntingford  SG9 9AA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister: Rev Duncan Goldie Secretary: Peter Godbert 
 The Manse, Meeting Lane,  buntingford.urc@virginmedia.com 
 Melbourn, Cambs SG8 6AN  Tel: 01763 281359 

 Tel: 01763 260747  

Services and Junior Church at 11:00am every Sunday  

 

April 5 Easter Communion Rev Dr Janet Tollington 

 12 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 

 19 Morning Worship Mr Richard Lewney 

 26 Morning Worship Rev Duncan Goldie 
 

May 3 Morning Worship The Elders 
 

Tea & coffee is served in the hall following the morning service 
 

 REGULAR EVENTS 

Junior Church ï Sunday at 11am during term time, all young people and children 
are welcome. 

Bible Study meeting ï Second Wednesday of each month in the Hall. Lunch 
from 12:30pm (bring your own food, tea & coffee provided) followed by Bible Study at 
1pm. Finishes prompt at 2pm. We will be discussing events in a newspaper and 
seeing how they relate to the Bible. All are welcome. 

The Bright Hour ï Next meetings are on Tuesdays 14th and 28th April at 2:30pm 

in the Church Hall. A time for fellowship with prayers, hymns and activities.  

Coffee & Company ï Every Thursday from 10:30am for anyone wanting 

fellowship and time for a chat. 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid ï First Friday of the month,12:30 to 2:00pm. 

www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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Uni ted Benef ice  o f  
St.  Mary 's  ð Aspenden  

St .  Peter 's  ð Bun t ing ford  

St .  Mary  t he  V i rg in  ð Wes tmi l l  

Church of England  

Reverend Ian Hill ï Telephone 01763 274072 

There is a full and varied pattern of  worship across the three churches: St. Peterôs  
in Buntingford has a more contemporary style; St. Maryôs in Aspenden has a more 
traditional style; St. Mary the Virgin in Westmill has a more liturgical style.  

Everyone is welcome at any of our churches. 

Services for April 2015 

Thurs 2nd 8:00pm St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Holy Communion with  

       Stripping of the Altar 
 

Fri 3rd 3ï5:00pm St Peterôs, Buntingford Service of Meditation 

G  7:45pm St Maryôs, Aspenden Tenebrae Service 

F  

 

Sun 5th  9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

E  9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 
S  11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 12th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Morning Worship 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 
 

Sun 19th 9:30am St Maryôs, Aspenden Holy Communion 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Holy Communion 
 

Sun 26th 9:30am St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Sung Eucharist 

 11:00am St Peterôs, Buntingford Family Worship 

 

ST RICHARD OF CHICHESTER Catholic Church 
 

Our Holy Week services are:  

2nd April - Maundy Thursday - Mass of the Lordõs  
Supper at 8pm 

3rd April - Good Friday - Liturgy of the Passion at 3pm 

4th April - Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil at 8:30pm 

5th April - Easter Sunday - Easter Morning Mass at 
9:15am 
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 The Local Interview: Peter Downes 
Peter Sidney Frank Downes was 
born in Tottenham. Like many 
others, he moved to Buntingford 
with Sainsburyôs in 1968 and 
settled here with his wife and two 
children. Now 80, he has time to 
review a busy and fulfilling life.   

I ask him about his childhood in 
London. ñIt was pretty hard in 
Tottenham during the War. In 
fact, me and my sister were 
evacuated to Baldock and hardly 
saw our parents for four years.ò 
But when they returned to 
Tottenham towards the end of the 
War, V1s (doodlebugs) were 
falling on London. ñI was blown 
out of the window when a doodlebug dropped opposite our place. Fortunately it was a 
ground floor window.ò I didnôt know that, at its peak, more than 100 of those guided 
bombs were fired at the southeast of England every day.   

The War came to an end and, as was usual in those days, Peter started work at just  
14 years old. He made machine parts at Gestetner, one of the largest employers in 
Tottenham and world famous for  its stencil duplicator. In the 1950s Gestetner employed 
some 6,000 local people. It was a good job for Peter, and life outside of work was good 
too, with the fun of becoming a Teddy Boy and wearing long draped coats with fur 
collars and óDAô hair. (You can see the remnants of that slicked back hairstyle in the 
photo with chrysanths, taken in 1974.)   

By the time Peter was 18 and had to do his two yearôs conscription in the Army, he was 
ready for adventure. He did a chefôs course at Woolwich before being posted to an Army 
base in Taunton, where he cooked for the Officersô Mess and met the love of his life, 
Barbara. He and Barbara married in 1955, aged 20 and 18. 

So how did he and Barbara come to live in Buntingford? Peter worked as a butcher and 
then a driver for Sainsburyôs in Blackfriars. When the factory there was closing down, the 
employees were given the choice of employment in Buntingford or Basingstoke. Peter 
and Barbara came out to Buntingford, saw the development at Snells Mead and decided 
to live here, even though it meant Peter commuting from Barnet every day for 9 months 
whilst the houses were being built. They took a house in the first block and he 
remembers paying Ã5,300. It would cost rather more than that today! 

Safely settled here with Barbara and his two daughters, Lorraine and Lisa, Peter got 
involved in the social life of Sainsburyôs, ending up as Chair of the Sports Association for 
19 years. He freely admits he spent most of his time at the depot, driving lorries and 
running the sports and social life for the staff. ñDuring my time, we had a nine-hole golf 
course built and the pavilion redesigned. We had big bands up there ï Kenny Ball, Acker 
Bilk, Monty Sunshine, Syd Lawrence ï and comedians Mike Reid and Charlie Williams 
amongst others. Barbara did teas for the cricket teams ï we had a lovely pitch at the 
depot.ò He himself played football and cricket for the depot, organised Itôs a Knock-Out 
and started a fishing lake at Nuthampstead. ñJoan Plackett, the Vice-Chair, was a great 
help. I still play golf with Joanôs husband. The Committee was more like a family.ò    
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Peter acknowledges the central role that the Sainsburyôs depot played in the town and 
local area. ñThey employed people who came in from the farms where they earned 
nothing, and then became wealthy working for Sainsburyôs. It made a lot of difference.ò 
But he also recalls that the lorries werenôt so good for Buntingford:  before the by-pass 
was built they had to go up on the pavements in the High Street, dangerous for 
pedestrians and not so great for the pavements either! He eventually retired in 1989 but 
was called back whenever they needed a temporary driver. 

When Peterôs Mum and Dad looked after the famous Japanese garden in Cottered, this 
got Peter got interested in gardening himself. He set about making his own Japanese 
garden at Snells Mead and then at Oak End ï you can see from the photos just how 
successful he was. He won Buntingford in Bloom in 1998 and the Horticultural Society 
Cup at Cottered 10 years running for his chrysanthemums.    

Peter also became a County 
swimming judge whilst he 
was helping his daughter 
Lorraine with her competitive 
swimming, and this led to him 
being a judge at the 
Paralympics in 1984 at Stoke 
Mandeville. I guess he didnôt 
stop being active until cancer 
struck in 1994. Barbara had 
breast cancer and Peter had 
bowel cancer at the same 
time. Barbara fought off the 
disease for 13 years but 
eventually died at just 63 
years old. Peter has had a 
more recent scare with 
bladder cancer but is well 
again after an operation in 
October last year.  

And now thereôs a new 
generation to think about. His 
daughter Lorraine has Ryan, 
and Lisa has Robyn and 
Taylor. Peter collects Taylor 
from school every day to take 
her to her home near the 
ford. He is well aware that her 
mum, Lisa, needs help to get 
on the housing ladder so  
heôs all for a bit of building 
expansion in the town.   

How does he sum up his 
attitude to life? ñIôm 80 years 
old and still fit, even though Iôve had cancer. I play golf and go fishing. Iôve been to 
America to play golf. Itôs better than sitting in front of the telly and playing with a phone, 
which a lot of young people do today. Iôve had a busy, interesting life and enjoyed every 
moment of it.ò Itôs hard to argue with any of that, really. 

Chris Kell 

!ÂÏÖÅȡ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÉÎ ΧίέΪ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÏÔÔÅÒÅÄ (ÏÒÔÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 
#ÕÐ ÆÏÒ Ȭ"ÅÓÔ #ÈÒÙÓÁÎÔÈÅÍÕÍÓȭȢ  "ÅÌÏ×ȡ 0ÅÔÅÒ 
ÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ-ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÁÔ /ÁË %ÎÄȢ 
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 B  T  C 
A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL  

The Annual Town Meeting will be held at the Seth Ward Community 
Centre from 7.45pm on 16th April. This is not a Council meeting but a 
meeting of the electorate and all residents are very welcome to 

attend. This year there will be presentations on the proposed Shared Space Scheme 
and also the Neighbourhood Plan. There will be an opportunity to ask questions and to 
read reports from many of the local voluntary organisations in the Town. 

The elections are looming and if you intend to stand for the Town or District Council you 
must have your completed nomination forms to East Herts Council by 4pm on 9th April. 
Polling Day is Thursday 7th May and the Polling Station at The Manor House will be 
open from 7am to 10pm. 

We still await a decision on the Wheatley Homes applications from the Secretary of 
State, also the Moult Walker application for 56 dwellings on land at Aspenden Bridge. 

If you are a local organisation and your contact details have changed recently, please let 
us know as we will shortly be sending out invitations to the Annual Civic Reception.  

The Town Council has a small grant budget. If your organisation is looking to make a 
capital expenditure and you need financial assistance, please let us know by filling in the 
grant application form available on our website or from the Council office. 

Jill Jones MILCM Cert HE, Town Clerk 

Office hours: MondayïThursday  9:00amï5:00pm; closed Fridays 

Tel: 01763 272222   email: clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk 

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk   Twitter: @buntingfordtc 

Town Council meetings for April 2015 

Thurs 2
nd  
April 

Thurs 9
th
 April 

 
Thurs 16

th
 April 

 

Thurs 30
th 
April 

7:30pm ï Amenities Committee 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Resources Committee 

7:45pm ï Annual Town Meeting at Seth Ward 
Community Centre, Luynes Rise 

7:30pm ï Planning Committee  
8:00pm ï Full Council 

All meetings will be at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise. Members 
of the public are welcome to attend. Please check the website for updates.  

Editorôs Note: Candidates for the local Council elections on 7th May must submit their 
application papers to EHDC, Wallfields, Hertford, between Monday 30th March and 
4pm on Thursday 9th April. To find out more about becoming a councillor see 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk or email May2015@eastherts.gov.uk. To see the 
full list of candidates after 9th April go to  www.eastherts.gov.uk. 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk
mailto:May2015@eastherts.gov.uk
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News from Your District Councillor 
Bowling Green Lane Car Park 
I am pleased to announce that I have 
successfully negotiated with East Herts 
Council to fund the first three hours 
parking in Bowling Green Lane Car Park.  
I had previously negotiated with Fairview 
Homes to sponsor the car park but East 
Herts Council, who own the car park, did 
not think it appropriate that a housing 
developer fund this project. This 
sponsorship by East Herts Council will be 
a great benefit for visitors to the town as 
well as regular car park users and help to 
stimulate the High Street. Previously the 
car park was sponsored by Buntingford 
Town Council using funds from the New 
Homes Bonus, which I did not think was a 
fair use of funds meant to be for the 
benefit of all the Townôs residents. 
Securing this commitment from EHDC means that the Town Council will now have a 
further Ã11,000 to use on more suitable community projects. 

East Herts District Council Highlights 2014/15 
April sees the end of the four-year term of office for your elected District Councillors.  
I would like to identify a few highlights of the Conservative-led councilôs past year: 

¶ Reduced council tax by 1% whilst maintaining front line services.  

¶ Increased recycling rates by 53% in the last four years and also public satisfaction 
with the waste and recycling service.  

¶ Free 30-minute parking in EH car parks has increased footfall in High Streets. The 
two-year trial has seen an extra 26,000 visits to EH car parks per month. 

¶ Ã30,000 in grants has been allocated to community groups. 

Finally, donôt forget to vote on 7th May. I will be standing as a Conservative candidate  
for re-election as one of your East Herts District Councillors. If you have any issues that  
I may be able to help with in the meantime, please contact me. 

Councillor Jeff Jones,  01763 274800,  email: jeff.jones@eastherts.gov.uk 

BUNTINGFORD HERITAGE CENTRE 

CURRENT DISPLAY:   
óBuntingford to Cottered  
50 years ago ï  by Airô   

COME AND VISIT US IN THE  

MANOR HOUSE FOYER 
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62nd Ashwell Music Festival 
7thð24th May 2015 

 

ONLINE BOOKING AND CONCERT DETAILS AT: 

www.ashwellmusicfestival.org 

BOX OFFICE: 30 ANGELL'S MEADOW, ASHWELL  01462 742500 

Programme 
 

Thurs 7th May, 7pm 
Schoolõs Concert & Compline 

 

Fri 15th May, 8pm 
Fawn -  An Evening of Celtic 
Folk with a modern twist 

 

Sat 16th May, 8pm 
Re- Take That! 

 

Sun 17th May, 7.30pm 
Opera Meets West End: 
Emily & Katie Rowley Jones 

Entertain 
 

Thur 21st May, 7.30pm 
An Evening with Ben 
Goldscheider & Compline 

 

Sat 23rd May, 8pm 
Strictly -  A band of former 
marines with Big Band/Jazz 

singer Marlene Hill 
 

Sun 24th May, 6.30pm 
Festal Evensong 

The annual Ashwell Music Festival has a 
variety of concerts to appeal to a wide 
audience. It gets underway with the Young 
Musiciansô Concert, showcasing the 
talents of young people from Ashwell, 
Baldock and surrounding area. Then 
followers of folk will have the treat of 
hearing Fawn, aka Becks Johnstone, in an 
evening of Gaelic and other folk tunes. Top 
tribute band Re-Take That will be 
performing well-known numbers with 
dance routines, costumes and a light show. 

For classical music lovers there are two 
high-class concerts ï Katie and Emily 
Rowley Jones will be singing well-known 
arias plus songs from the West End (Katie 
is currently the witch in Wicked). Ben 
Goldscheider is an accomplished French 
horn player and competitor in the BBC2 
Brass Player of the Year 2015. 

Topping the bill are Strictly ï a group of 
former military bandsmen with vocalist 
Marlene Hill, performing a mix of swing, big 
band, jazz and blues. The Festival 
concludes with Festal Evensong with 
sacred music performed by the Choir of 
St. Maryôs Ashwell. The guest preacher at 
this event will be Jeffrey John, Dean of St. 
Albans Cathedral. 

http://www.ashwellmusicfestival.org
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TWO NEW FUND-RAISING 
CHALLENGES FROM YOUR 
LOCAL AIR AMBULANCE 

Can You Walk 50 Miles for Your Local Air Ambulance? 

Make you and your feet proud this summer by taking on the Base 2 Base Challenge 
covering the 50 miles from the Herts Air Ambulance base in North Weald to the Essex 
Base in Earls Colne. The walk, sponsored by Alstonôs Upholstery and Medical Aviation 
Services, mostly follows the Essex Way through beautiful rolling countryside, with some 
deviations to reach the overnight stops. The Challenge takes place from Friday 31st 
July to Sunday 2nd August including two nights camping. Most equipment is provided, 
including tents, catering facilities and meals, plus thereôs a full support team. It is open  
to individual walkers, families, or groups of friends can walk as a team. Businesses can 

enter a Corporate Tag Team of 
three, with one team member 
walking each day.  

Registration is Ã65 per person with 
a minimum fundraising target of 
Ã350 for individual walkers. There 
are a maximum of 30 places, so if 
this challenge is for you, sign up 
early to secure your place. Wendy 
Marcon-Knightley, Sponsorship & 
Events Manager for E&HAA Trust, 
said: ñWe intend to make the  
walk lots of fun for everyone taking 
part, so if you are up for something 
a bit different we look forward  
to hearing from you!ò Visit 
EHAAT.uk.com for the full 
itinerary or email the team on 
Events@EHAAT.uk.com.   

Is your Garden  
Blooming Beautiful? 

Calling all green-fingered supporters ï 
open your garden to visitors between 
May and September 2015 and raise 
money to support your LOCAL Air 
Ambulance. Our flagship garden ï the 
beautiful Bride Hall in Ayot St 
Lawrence ï will be open to the public 
on Saturday 4th July. But gardens do 
not have to be on this scale to interest 
visitors. Jen Wall, Volunteer Manager 
at EHAAT, said: ñYour garden does not 
have to be huge; we are looking to involve gardens of all types and sizes that will 
provide pleasure and inspiration for visitors.ò  If you are proud of your garden and would 
like to take part be part in this very first Herts Air Ambulance Summer of Open Gardens, 
contact Jen on Jen.Wall@EHAAT.uk.com or call 0345 2417 690 for more information.  

!ÉÒ !ÍÂÕÌÁÎÃÅ ÓÔÁǟ ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÏÏÔ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ  
ÔÏ ÌÁÕÎÃÈ ÔÈÅ "ÁÓÅ Ψ "ÁÓÅ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ 

mailto:Events@EHAAT.uk.com
mailto:Jen.Wall@EHAAT.uk.com
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 No More Scaffold 
Martin & Mandy ï Part 58 

 

Finally all the scaffold has gone and we are left with the building on its own. Itôs hard to 
find good tradesmen and we have been very lucky. Anyway hereôs the advert, if you 
need a scaffolding company then you would do well to consider Hertfordshire 
Scaffolding and a chap called Vince whose number is 07973 939620. Itôs certainly fair 
to say we are really pleased with the service he provided from start to finish. 

Remember Gerish? I am sure weôve mentioned him before ... William Blyth Gerish was 
an antiquarian and was rather keen on Hertfordshire. He quite liked churches and the 
few internal pictures of St Bartholomewôs that we have are from his collection. In the 
one at the bottom of this page you can see the Crouch Memorial in the chancel, and 
the door that used to be the entrance to the rood screen stairwell. You can also see 
the Slatholmeôs memorial on the south wall of the Nave; this was repositioned when 
the roof was removed and is now in the chancel, where it sits above the oldest stone 
carving we have. Heôs an early Green Man ï probably 14th or 15th century.    

You can also see the most beautiful carved pews ï I would love to know where those 
pews are now! There was very little in the way of original furnishings left in the church 
when we arrived ï we have one item, a reading lectern which we believe was made 
from the old rood screen. Another Gerish photo furnishes us with a view of the Nave 
which does have a rood screen, but it does not appear to be the same one, so I am 
guessing that it was a much earlier screen that produced the wood for our lectern. 


