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BUNTINGFORD YOUTH COUNCIL 

TREASURED PETS TREE 
CHRISTMAS 2008 

 
 

As they say, a dog (or any other pet for that matter) is not just for Christmas.  
 
Every year, in memory of the Town's pets, the Buntingford Youth Council illuminate a 
Christmas tree. 
 
Pet owners are invited to sponsor a light on the tree in memory of their pet and a tag is 
placed on the tree with the name of the pet on it. There is also a dedication book on 
display in the Manor House reception. 
 
This year's tree is sponsored by Woolpack Veterinary Surgery and all proceeds are 
donated to the Wood Green Animal Shelter. 
 
Sponsor forms are available from the Manor House or can be downloaded from the Town 
Council's web site, www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk and completed forms need to be 
returned to the Manor House by Thursday 27th November 2008.  
 

Remember your beloved pet  
and support a good cause. 

Have you enjoyed this month’s Journal? 

If so, why not have it delivered regularly to your door. Join Buntingford Civic Society and 
part of your fee will pay for your Journal and the remainder will go to the Civic Society 
whose efforts monitor the town we value. 

BCS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
I / We* wish to apply for family membership of the Buntingford Civic 
Society, at the  annual subscription rate indicated below. 
 

Name/s:    _____________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________ 

Post code:  _________________  Tel:  ______________________________________ 

I / We* enclose £7 door delivery subscription / £12 postal subscription * 

Signed: _______________________________________________________________ 

Send to:  Chris Eagle (Membership Secretary) 
       5 Monks Walk 
       Buntingford 
       Hertfordshire SG9 9EE                     *delete as appropriate 
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POLICE STATION: 
 
Saturday Police Surgeries: 
 
 

GAS: 
 

ELECTRICITY: 
 

WATER (Three Valleys): 
 

DOCTORS: 
 
 
 

 
FAMILY PLANNING: 
 
 

B A S H     (Buntingford Action 
For Social Help): 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, RACE, 
HATE or RAPE CRIME: 
 

LOCAL COUNCILS: 
 
 
 
 
 
BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS 
ADVICE BUREAU: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITE: 

 

Baldock Road, Buntingford. 
Non-emergency 0845 33 00 222. 
First Saturday of the month, 10:00am - 12noon in the 
Manor House. 
 

Emergency (gas leaks) telephone: 0800 111 999. 
 

Emergency (power loss) telephone 0800 7838 838. 
 

Emergency telephone 0800 376 5325. 
 

The Medical Centre - White Hart Close. 
Telephone 01763 271362 (24 hours). 
Orchard Surgery - Baldock Road. 
Telephone 01763 272410 & 272411 (after hours). 
 

Clinic every Wednesday 6:30pm - 8:30pm at The 
Medical Centre. Telephone 01763 271763. 
 

Providing transport for hospital/doctors appointments, 
telephone Jane Winter 01763 271484. 
 

Confidential Information help-line, telephone 01992 
554440 (in an emergency, dial 999). 
 

East Herts District Council - telephone 01279 655261. 
Housing - telephone 01279 714714. 
Benefits - Freephone 0800 373852. 
Buntingford Town Council - telephone 01763 272222. 

Hertfordshire Highways - telephone 01438 737320. 

 
 
 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford -  telephone 
0844 848 9700. 
 
 
 
 
 

Closed Tuesday and Fridays (telephone advice available). 
 

Watermill Industrial Estate, Aspenden Road. 
 
 

  

USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION 

Telephone:               01438 737333 (enquiries) 
01438 737373 (renewals) 

Mondays:  
Tuesdays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         
Fridays:    
Saturdays:                    

09:00 - 13:00      
09:00 - 13:00    
CLOSED ALL DAY 
09:00 - 13:00      
09:00 - 13:00      
09:00 - 13:00       

14:00 - 18:00 
14:00 - 18:00 
 
14:00 - 18:00 
14:00 - 18:00 
CLOSED 

Mondays:  
Wednesdays:  
Thursdays:         

10:00am - 4:00pm 
10:00am - 4:00pm 
10:00am - 4:00pm 

6:00pm - 8:00pm 
 

Open: Mondays - Fridays 
Saturday & Sunday 

  5:00pm - 8:00pm 
10:00am - 1:00pm 
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Editors note:  Due to the increased number of contributions this month, 
unfortunately some regular articles could not be included.  
 

Please note that In part 5 of Peter Wonnacott's 'Memories of my Childhood in 
Buntingford', it was stated that Joyce Deards married Digger Deards some time 
after her husband Ron's death. This is incorrect as Joyce was only ever married to 
Ron and never remarried. Apologies to anyone who may have been affected by this 
inaccuracy. 
 

Whilst every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information 
contained herein, the editor assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in 
this publication. 

 
The constellation below the thundering Bull in the east needs little introduction. The rising 
of the giant hunter Orion from his summer slumbers leaves us in no doubt that winter calls. 
This magnificent constellation with his striking outline, dazzling stars and spectacular 
nebula will dominate our evening skies right through until spring shows her welcome face. 
 
There are planets to enjoy with either casual spotting or telescopic observation. Venus has 
climbed away from the Sun setting some 3 hours after it by the months end. The brilliance 
of this planet has no equal and will raise many admiring looks and questions as to what it 
is as the winter progresses. The planet which has kept us company all summer Jupiter 
continues to shine brightly in the southwest as darkness falls. Venus moves a little closer 
to Jupiter each day and by the last day of the month they make a stunning couple. Do try 
and catch them together. A small telescope will show the equatorial belts and four bright 
moons of Jupiter and the gibbous 69% phase of Venus. Venus will leave the observer in 
no doubt who is the brighter of the two! 
 
In the early morning sky Saturn reigns supreme, its rings closing fast mean it is less 
reflective and therefore not as bright as it was earlier in the year when it was last high in 
the sky. It is still to be found below Leo the Lion and is well placed for observation in the 
south at a reasonably civilised 6am before the sun gets up too high. I shall be making the 
effort to study its charms, will you? 
 
On November the 13th the Full Moon will pass in front of the bright Pleiades star cluster. 
This will take place between 6.20 and 8.50pm. Four of the seven bright stars will be 
covered or „occulted‟. It will be quite a spectacle to see them disappear and reappear 
again later; you will need to use binoculars to see this. 
 
There is a reasonably strong meteor shower this month. The Leonids peak on November 
17th but unfortunately, at just four days past full Moon, it is not a good time to observe 
them. Early evening on the 17th and again on the 18th should be the best time to get 
outdoors and see if you can spot a few, before the Moon rises and brightens the sky too 
much to you to see the shooting stars appear and burn out in a matter of seconds. The 
founder of this spectacle is the comet Temple Tuttle, it is debris that it left behind which 
comes into contact with the Earths upper atmosphere at this time of year burning up as it 
does so sending shooting stars across the sky. 
 
Until next month I wish you happy hours out under clear autumnal skies. 
 
Dale Holt likes to receive your emails at chippingdale.observatory@btinternet.com  
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          THE NIGHT SKY IN NOVEMBER 

The winter is now closing upon us, this fact is clearly written in the stars. The beautiful and 
best known of all open star clusters the Seven Sisters or Pleiades have now as autumn 
fades risen high in the eastern sky with the main body of the clusters home constellation 
Taurus the Bull just below. 
 

The Bull is recognisable by a distinct V of stars running north-south. This formation 
contains a stunning bright orange star, Aldebaran, known as the „eye of the bull‟. The 
name Aldebaran is derived from the Arabic for follower. It is a red giant star with a 
diameter 36 times that of our own Sun, its ruddy light has taken 64 years to reach your 
eye! How many of you were around when it left the stars surface on its journey to the 
Earth? 

Map showing the constellation of Taurus the bull giving the position of the two star clusters 
 

The Pleiades might be the best known star cluster in the northern heavens but Taurus also 
holds another beautiful stellar grouping. A little fainter and considerably more spread out 
the „Hyades‟ nonetheless look superb in low power binoculars or opera glasses. To find 
them simply scan around close to Aldebaran and they will reveal themselves to you. In all 
this cluster numbers some 150 stars but don‟t expect to see all of the members in your 
binoculars at first glance, your eye is likely to be caught by the 50 or so brightest 
members. The Hyades lie 150 light years yonder compared with the 400 light years to the 
better known Pleiades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hyades star cluster surrounding the brilliant star Aldebaran as it should look through 
binoculars. 
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MONDAYS 
10:15am – 11:30am     
 
 

10:30am – 12 noon  
 
 

11:00am  
 
 

6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 

 

7:00pm – 8:00pm  
 

 

 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  
 
 

8:15pm  
 

TUESDAYS 
9:15am – 10:15am 
 
 

9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm  
 
 
 
 

7:00pm – 8:15pm  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:30am - 11:45am 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00am for 
10:30am – 12noon 
 
 

5:30pm – 7:00pm  
 

 
6:00pm – 7:00pm  
 
 

7:30pm – 8:30pm  

 
 

7:30pm – 8:15pm  

 
„Little Stars‟ Music Group at Buntings Nursery - every 2 weeks. 
Contact Michelle on 01763 272868. 
 

Iyengar Yoga Classes at URC Hall - term time only. Contact Jen 
Harris on 01920 821288.  
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Shotokan Karate at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact Peter 
Deacon on 01462 642922. 
 

Ladies Exercise Classes – Gymball at Benson Hall. Contact Jacqui 
on 01763 274681. 
 

Abs (body toning) session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 
 

Circuit Training at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01920 
823677. 
 

Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre - £2.50 per session. 
Contact 01763 273712. 
 

Tuesday Toddlers at URC Hall. £1.50 includes drink and snack. 
Term time only. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school Cookery sessions for ages 2-5 years - £6.75 
per session. All welcome. It is not necessary to be attending the pre-
school, however booking is required. Please call 01763 289942. 
Term time only. 
 

Grade 5 Ballet Lessons, Layston School. Contact Philippa on 01763 
271010. 
 

Hormead Mother & Toddler group, term time & half term in Great 
Hormead Village Hall. £1.50 for 1st child, 50p for subsequent 
children. Refreshments provided. Small, friendly group. New faces 
always welcome. Contact Sarah Cockerton on 01763 289513 or 
Stacey Weston on 01763 289880. 
 

Buntingford Adult Learning for Fun. 'Turkey from the Ice Age to 
Ataturk', Tutor Ian Jones – 10 week course at Seth Ward Community 
Centre. 
 

Cougars under 11‟s football team training sessions at Norfolk Road. 
Contact Mark on 07801 419800. 
 

Circuit Training for 50+ at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 
01799 550190. 
 

Ladies Exercise Class – Circuits at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact Jacqui on 01763 274681. 
 

Boxercise/Tae Bo session at Fit Together Gym, Buntingford. Contact 
Al on 07739 131694. 

WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 



4  

 

 
 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
8:00pm  
 

THURSDAYS 
9:30am – 11:00am  
 
 

9:30am  
 
 

11:00 am  
 
 

1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

2:15pm – 2:45pm  
 
 

5:30pm –  10:00pm  
 
 

6:15pm – 7:00pm           
 

8:00pm – 10:00pm  

 
FRIDAYS 
9:30am – 10:30am  
 

9:30am – 11:30am  
 
 
 
 

SATURDAYS 
9:00am – 12:30pm  
 
 

12:00pm – 2:00pm 
  2:15pm – 4:15pm  
 
 
 
 

MONDAY -
THURSDAY 
 
 
MONDAY - 
FRIDAY 

 
 
 
 
Horizon Divers at Freman Pool. Contact 01920 823955. 
 

 
Little Ones Mother & Toddler Group at Scout Hut. Contact Jean on 
01763 272081 or Clare on 01763 273019. 
 

Body Toning at Seth Ward Community Centre. Contact 01799 
550190. 
 

Light exercise and mobility for 50+ – Seth Ward Community Centre. 
Contact 01799 550190. 
 

Leapfrogs Pre-school Art sessions for ages 18 months to 5 years - 
£6.75 per session. Alternatively parents may stay with their child 
1:30pm - 2:30pm - £4 per session. (Under 2s must be accompanied 
by a parent/carer.) It is not necessary to be attending the pre-school 
but booking is required. Call Kim Semple on 01763 289942. 
 

Story-time for under 5‟s at Buntingford Library. Singing, stories, a 
sweet or biscuit and a picture to colour. 
 

Buntingford Swimming Club at Freman Pool. Contact Alan Bowell on 
01920 821722. 
 

Jazzercise Class at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 

Badminton Club at Seth Ward Community Centre. 
 
                                                 
Badminton at Seth Ward Community Centre (term time only). 
 

Tot‟s R Us Baby & Toddler Group, Cottered Village Hall. Everyone 
welcome. Special baby area. Messy play and art activities. Adult & 
child £2, extra child/adult 50p, includes fruit and drinks. Contact 
Sharon on 01763 272494. 
 

 
Ballet Classes at Layston School for children aged 3 – 18 years. 
Contact Philippa on 01762 271010. 
 

6 – 10 year olds 
11 – 15 year olds 
Stagefrights Theatre Club, United Reform Church Hall, Baldock 
Road. Contact 01763 273610. 
 
 

Buntingford Heritage Centre open 10:00am - 4:00pm (subject to 
Town Clerk's office being open). A permanent display of 
Buntingford's past. 
 
Councillor John Warren Surgery Monday – Friday at the Manor 
House. Contact 01763 273344 for an appointment. 

WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER? 
Look in the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL 
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2nd  

 
 

5th 
 

9th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16th 
 
 
 

23rd 
 
 

30th 

09:30am 
11:00am 
 

09:30am 
 

09:00am 
09:30am 
   
 

10:45am 
for 11:15am 
11:15am 
11:15am 
 
  5:45pm 
 
 

10:00am 
10:15am 
 6:30pm 
 

09:30am 
11:00am 
 

10:15am 

St. Mary the Virgin - Westmill 
St. Peter's - Buntingford 
 

St. Peter's - Buntingford 
 

St. Mary the Virgin - Westmill 
St. Mary's - Aspenden 
 

 
War Memorial 
 
Christ Church 
Christ Church (Hall) 
 
Nevetts 
 
 

St. Peter's - Buntingford 
St. Mary the Virgin - Westmill 
St. Peter's - Buntingford 
 

St. Mary's - Aspenden 
St. Peter's - Buntingford 
 

St. Mary the Virgin - Westmill 

Holy Communion  
All Age Family Worship 
 

Said Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

Service of Remembrance 
(Shortened) Holy Communion for 
Remembrance Sunday 
 

Act of Remembrance 
 
United Service of Remembrance 
Children's Service of Remem-
brance 
Songs of Praise for Remem-
brance Sunday 
 

Family Praise 
United Holy Communion 
Prayer Meeting 
 

Morning Worship 
Holy Communion 
 

United Family Service 
(celebrating Bible Sunday) 

ST. MARY'S – ASPENDEN 
ST. PETER'S – BUNTINGFORD 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN – WESTMILL 
Church of England 

Rev. Norman Richards (01763 271552) 

Curate Rev. Glyn Howdle (01920 469632) 

Other Ministries include: Children‟s groups and activities, 
Small groups (meeting for Bible study, prayer and fellowship, 

Men‟s group, Mothers‟ Union) 
There is a full and varied pattern of worship across the three churches  

 

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 

WARE U3A 
 

There was an overwhelming response to the inaugural meeting in September at Leaside 
Church Hall and therefore the October Meeting had to be moved to Wodson Park Sports 
Centre. We did try to publicise this move in advance but apologise to any who missed 
seeing the information or who found it difficult to travel there.  
 

The next monthly meeting is on 12th November at 1:30pm for 2:00pm, when Mr Neale 
Holmes-Smith will give a talk about Veteran Trees in Britain.  At the time of going to press, 
we are waiting for confirmation of the location of this and future meetings. Please look 
for the poster on your local notice board, or telephone Jeni Mason on 01920 420199 or, if 
you have internet access, please logon to our website at www.wareu3a.co.uk. 
 

If you are already a member of Ware U3A, admission to the monthly meeting is free of 
charge; non-members may attend as a visitor at a cost of £2.  
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get more out of walking with the Ramblers 
Royston and District Group 

Walks for November  

Sunday 2nd 
 
 
Thursday 6th 
 
 
 
Sunday 9th  
 
 
 
Tuesday 11th 
 
 
Thursday 13th 
 
 
Sunday 16th 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 18th 
 
 
Thursday 20th 
 
 
 
Saturday 22nd 
 
 
 
Tuesday 25th  
 
 
 
Thursday 27th 
 
 
Sunday 30th 

Brent Pelham Figure of Eight - 7 miles + 5½  miles (Leader Paul 01763 
244038). Meet at Royston Town Hall car park 9:30am 
  
Morning walk Weston - 5½ miles (Leaders Lesley & John 01763 
241525) Meet Health Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 
9:30am or Weston pond 10:00am 
 
Weston, Graveley, Walkern, Halls Green - 9½  miles (Leader David 
01763 247572). Meet at Royston Town Hall car park 9:30am or Weston 
duck pond 10:00am 
 
Morning walk Harston - 5½  miles (Leader Marion 01223 871524) 
Meet at Heath Sport Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am 
 
Morning walk Shepreth - 6 miles (Leader Tricia 01438 880553) 
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am 
 
Therfield Heath, Therfield, Odsey, Litlington - 11 miles (Leader David 
01763 242677). Please contact the leader if wishing to do the morning 
only or afternoon only. 
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am 
 
Morning walk Harlton - 5 miles (Leader Tony 01223 842871) 
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am 
 
Morning Walk Nuthampstead - 5 miles (Leader Eric 01763 848576) 
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am 
or Woodman PH Nuthampstead 10:00am 
 
Roman Wall walk - approximately 5 miles (Leader Eunice 01763 
245750)  Buy a 1 day Travelcard 
Meet Royston Railway Station 9:00am for 9:15am train to King's Cross 
 
Morning walk Weston - 6 miles (Leader David 01763 247572)  
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am 
or Weston pond 10:00am 
 
Morning walk High Cross - 5½  miles (Leader Hazel 01763 848349) 
Meet at Heath Sports Centre car park, Baldock Road, Royston 9:30am  
 
Gosmore, Preston, Ley Green, Charlton - 10 miles (Leader Christine 
01462 734298) 
Meet at Royston Town Hall car park 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

The views expressed in letters and articles in the Buntingford Journal are not 

necessarily those of the Editor. 
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Saturday 1st  
 

  
Saturday 1st   
 

Sunday 2nd  
 
 

Tuesday 4th  
 
 

Wednesday 5th 
 
 

Saturday 8th  
 

Sunday 9th  
 
 

Thursday 13th   
 
 

Thursday 13th  
 

Friday 14th 
 
 

Saturday 15th  
 
 

Saturday 15th  
 
    
 

Wednesday 19th  
 

Friday 21st 
 
 

Saturday 22nd   
 

 

Wednesday 26th   
 

Wednesday 26th  
 
 

Friday 28th   
 

Friday 28th  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 29th  

1:00pm - 4:30pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society. Ernie 
Leathers Memorial Show at Benson Hall. See page 33 for full details. 
 

10:00am - 12noon Police Surgery at the Manor House.  
 

7:00pm Buntingford Family Fireworks Extravaganza at The Bury, doors 
open 5:00pm. See page 13 for full details. 
 

8:00pm Buntingford & District Cage Bird Society at Benson Hall. 
Enquiries 01920 438482. 
 

7:45pm for 8:00pm Buntingford Gardeners Club Inter-Club Quiz with  
the Cabinet Garden Club of Reed, at URC Hall, Baldock Road. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St. Richard's Church - Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

10:45am for 11:00am Remembrance Service, Market Hill, followed by 
combined Churches Service at United Reformed Church.  
 

7:30pm for 7:45pm. Buntingford WI. URC Hall. Annual Meeting and 
90th Birthday. 
 

8:00pm Royal British Legion AGM at The Crown PH. 
  
8:00pm Children in Need at Buntingford & District Social Club. See 
page 18 for more details. 
 

10:00am - 3:00pm Friends of Orchard Surgery Annual Craft Fair at 
Benson Hall. See page 30 for more details. 
 

7:00pm for 7:30pm Buntingford Scout Group - Music & Entertainment 
Quiz Night at Benson Hall. £5 per person including ploughman's. 
Telephone Hala 01763 273316 for tickets. See page 28. 
 

12noon - 2:00pm BALA Lunch Break - Benson Hall, Soup & roll £1.50. 
  
8:00pm Buntingford Railway & Local History Society. 'The Great 
Northern Railway ' slides by George Howe at The Crown PH. 
 

10:30am Ashfords Christmas Bazaar. Crafts, Tombola, nearly-new 
sale. Teas, coffees, mulled wine and mince pies. 
 

2:00pm for 2:30pm St. Richard's Church - Bingo at Benson Hall. 
 

7:30pm Buntingford & District Flower Club 'Deck the Halls' by Ione 
Woodger-Smith. 
 

7:00pm Buntingford Christmas Lights are switched on - Market Hill. 
 

7:30pm Crazy Daisy Christmas Demonstration at Benson Hall. Join us 
for a fun-filled evening of flowers with sparkle. Tickets £10 including a 
glass of wine. Please book early to avoid disappointment. Tel. 01763 
271655. 
 

9:00am onwards Buntingford Scout Group Chocolate Tombola at  The 
Co-op. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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OUT AND ABOUT IN NOVEMBER 

Saturday 1st  
 
Saturday 15th 

 
Saturday 22nd  
 
 
Sunday 23rd  
 
 
Saturday 29th  
 
 
Saturday 29th  
 
 
Sunday 30th  

10:00am - 12noon Great Hormead Farmers Market, Village Hall. 
 
9:30am - 12noon Sandon Growers Market. 
 
10:30am - 5:00pm Royston & District Model Railway Club Exhibition 
at The Meridian School, Royston. See page 32 for details. 
 
11:00am - 2:00pm Christmas Fair at Jenyn's School, Braughing. 
See page 38 for details. 
 
10:30 - 4:00pm Sandon Church Festival of Christmas Trees & 
Christmas Fair. 
 
1:00pm - 4:00pm Christmas Bazaar at St. Elizabeth's Centre, Much 
Hadham. See page 33 for details. 
 
10:30am - 4:00pm Sandon Church Festival of Christmas Trees and 
Christingle Service. Further details from Christine Wornham on 
01763 287216.   

LOOKING AHEAD DECEMBER 

Friday 5th  
 
 
Friday 5th  
 
 
Saturday 6th  
 
 
Sunday 7th  

6:00pm Isabel Hospice Lights of Love Ceremony at The Manor 
House. See page 14 for details. 
 
6:00pm - 9:00pm Buntingford Late Night Shopping and Christmas 
Market. See pages 9 & 11 for details. 
 
2:00pm - 4:00pm Layston School Christmas Fair. See page 19 for 
details. 
 
7:30pm Music @ St. Mary's Braughing 'Showtime'. See page 35 for 
details. 

If you would like to have your event in these Diary of Events pages, 
please contact Joyce Jackson on 01763 271463  

or email: henryjack@msn.com 
 

Please note: The Civic Society also provides a Diary for local 
organisations to enter their events to ensure they do not clash.  

This is now in the Manor House. 
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The dynamic duo had now unfurled the plastic cover which had taken on all the 
characteristics of a demented balloon. Every time there was a pause in the wind and now 
heavy rain they attempted to get the cover over the frame. Things were going quite well 
until the plastic caught on the dividing chain link fence. Despite, the assistants pleas to 
“hang on Granddad, its caught” our hero gave it a hard tug causing a large tear in the 
material and leaving the evidence on the bean-sticks that he had failed to remove in the 
preparation stage. The envelope now released, took off and the helper was despatched to 
“knock on Mrs Kelly‟s give my apologises and can we have our green-house back?” 
 
After several minutes the canopy was retrieved complete with new abrasions and with one 
last gigantean thrust it was on.  
 
“There you are, easy” boasted our hero “all we have to do is patch it up a bit and nobody 
will ever guess”. The patch up was not exactly invisible mending as all he had was brown 
vinyl box tape. However he seemed not to notice and over the next year or so there 
appeared to be more brown tape than clear plastic as the structure fought the elements. 
 
So here I am armed with a list, which will put the shares up in DIY stores and will keep Ken 
Jacks in business for the foreseeable future. What a great lot they are in that emporium of 
self build dreams, always there for that widget or wangle sprocket. 
 

Vyse 
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D.I.Y.  (DON’T INVOLVE YOURSELF)  
 
It‟s that time of year again, garden's on overdrive for the moment, then I remember I 
haven‟t finished the list given to me by she who must be obeyed in May. I reason that I got 
away with the first six months and umpteen reminders by using the well tried gambits of, 
“It‟s in the planning stage” or “waiting for materials”. But I can‟t put it off any longer and she 
says I can take time off from sorting out the universe and credit crunch and get local. 
 
DIY looks so efficient and straight-forward when one watches these make-over 
programmes on the TV. It gives entirely the wrong impression and can seriously impede 
leisure time. Not to mention it should come with a health warning. 
 
The same applies to these prefabricated pieces of furniture and garden items like sheds 
and green-houses. 
 

Ah! Green-houses, mention that to my son and he turns quite pale as he recalls the 
incident of Granddad‟s mail order greenhouse. 
 
My dear late father-in-law, who egged on by mother-in-law, seemed to approach any home 
improvement project with unseemly zeal. He had purchased a mail order green-house 
that, according to the advertisement, took minutes to erect, then as he had a few minutes 
to spare until they had to take the weekly pilgrimage to the shopping centre, it was to be 
done. 
 

The fact that there was a high wind blowing and the traditional glass was substituted with 
plastic sheeting didn‟t auger well for successful completion. 
 

Like all things he undertook, he seemed to rope in an assistant and on this occasion it was 
my son who was well aware of the fate that awaited him. 
 
First, out came all the various parts together with the instructions, which promptly took off 
over the roof tops. Never one for bothering with instructions he pressed on, regularly 
shouting orders to his assistant who was doing his utmost to,” hold that down”, "watch that 
end,” "where‟s the clips?” Meanwhile it came on to rain and mother was cajoling him to 
hurry up as they had to get to the shops. 
 
This prompting only served to make the assembly more frenetic, by this time the frame 
had changed to yet another geometric shape, in fact every shape except that which a 
passer-by may describe as green house shape. Taking his life in his hands the apprentice 
dared to interject, not a recommended idea as the master was always right, but extreme 
challenges and extreme weather demanded assertive action. 
 
“Yes, that‟s the way son, I was wondering when you‟d see my deliberate mistake, it‟s my 
way of teaching you know”. “Whatever Granddad “. 
 
So the frame was at last erected, but of course it was in the wrong place, so a great deal 
of manoeuvring had to take place during which time, mother‟s tender annuals were 
crushed and next door‟s bird table developed a severe list to starboard. 
 
Mother made another appearance at the back door like one of the characters in those little 
weather houses and by the look on her face and uncharitable remarks it was set to be 
stormy for the foreseeable future. 
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Deadline for the DECEMBER/JANUARY 
Journal is 

18
th

 NOVEMBER 2008  

Copy: Aliya Chowney, 5 Longmead, Buntingford SG9 9EF  (01763 272040) 

email: aliyac@tiscali.co.uk 

Advertising enquiries: Bob Jackson (01763 271463) email: henryjack@msn.com 

Diary entries: Joyce Jackson (01763 271463)  email: henryjack@msn.com 

November is already here and Christmas will be upon us very soon. The next edition of 
the Journal is a double issue which covers December and January. The issue will include 
some exclusive money-off / discount / promotional vouchers that can be used in 
selected independent retailers in the High Street at certain times during December and 
January. As these vouchers are only available in the Buntingford Journal, make sure you 
get your copy to take advantage of these offers and support your local shops. 
 

With rising prices hitting everyone, the Journal is no exception and it has incurred two 
price hikes in its printing costs since the advertising costs were set in mid 2005. However, 
it was decided by the Civic Society Executive committee, to absorb these costs and there 
are no plans to increase the costs to the advertisers in the Journal for a further 12 months. 
As the Civic Society are always keen to support Buntingford and its businesses, it was felt 
that due to the current economic climate, any price rises could be detrimental to some 
businesses.  
 

The cover price for the Journal was raised from 35p to 40p in March 2003, and again there 
are no plans to increase this price for a further 12 months, which should be good news for 
all of us! 
 

I must say I was 'under-whelmed' with the suggestions for a caption to last month's 
'Bygone Days' photo. As no one came up with a caption, I'm assuming that no one would 
like to know why they were laughing. Shame. 
 

It has also been suggested that I find a good proof reader for the Journal, so if there is 
anyone out there who has a keen eye for detail, can read and write and would like to 
volunteer for the job, please get in touch. 
 

Hurray, Hurray! Music to my ears - some interest from the younger residents of 
Buntingford at last!! I have been contacted by a very eager young lady who wants to 
contribute regularly to the Journal. Natasha attends Edwinstree School and would like to 
be a writer so check out her article on page 10. Come on you youngsters - you have a 
voice too so let's hear it. 
 

Just on more thing - I tried out the recipe for green tomato chutney and the jam with the 
chillies and ginger - fantastic - thank you Pat Webb from Buntingford W.I. 

EDITORIAL 



8  

 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

by post 
 
Dear Ms Chowney      
                                          
It's weird! I left Buntingford in 1953, 55 years ago, but I still feel more associated with 
Buntingford than I do with my subsequent addresses in Hemel Hempstead and in north 
London, where I have lived for the last 30-odd years. 
 
There are two reasons. One that my friends John and Jenny Reynolds, living in the High 
Street, remain close associates and my wife and I visit them from time to time. The other 
reason is... the BUNTINGFORD JOURNAL. 
 
Val Hume maintained my feeling of close involvement with Buntingford over many years. I 
am most grateful to her. And you, Ms Chowney, are continuing to serve me. I really thank 
you. 
 
I am coming to Buntingford again some time soon, and I am hoping to reconnect with 
another old friend, someone who was my neighbour in Westmill during the 1930s, Mr Pat 
Pegram. It's nostalgia time again! 
 
I always used to grab my copy of the Journal to see who was being interviewed. Most 
often it was someone whom I had known. Then time passes, and I found youngsters in 
their early 70s being the subject of the articles. They came well after me! 
 
That's life, I suppose. Anyway, thanks for the Journal; I cannot do without it. 
 
Harry/Harold/Dubby Darton 
 
               by email 
 
 
I am pleased to see that at last we have better 
Town boundary signs. For a long time it's been 
something I've been campaigning for. I still think 
that they could have been more imaginative though, 
like those in some of the local villages. It's a pity that 
the position of the southern one, near the Sainsburys 
depot, is still obscured by other signs, again 
something I have previously mentioned but has been 
ignored. 
  
Surely if one is going to the trouble and expense of 
putting up a new sign, shouldn't common sense say 
that it should be clearly visible? 
  
Mike Flexmore  
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In excess of 20 ANPR hits 
7 Fixed Penalty Notices/process  
2 Arrests with both offenders being charged with offences  
3 Cannabis warnings  
8 Intelligence submissions  
3 Prohibition Notices  

 
All Buntingford Officers carried out this Operation on Wednesday 30th July 2008 in 
Buntingford Town and along the B1368 Haystreet, from which the following results were 
obtained: 
 

49 checks on drivers and vehicles 
26 forms completed 
5 Fixed Penalty notices 

 
Buntingford Officers joined colleagues from Bishop Stortford, Sawbridgeworth and Essex 
Constabulary on Thursday 11th September 2008 to carry out this Operation from which the 
following results were obtained: 
 

Twelve people were arrested (six on suspicion of animal cruelty and hare coursing, three 
on suspicion of possessing drugs, one on suspicion of theft of a motor vehicle, one on 
suspicion of possessing an offensive weapon and one on suspicion of making off without 
payment of fuel). 
 

 Nine vehicles were seized for no insurance, this included a stolen vehicle 
 In excess of 15,000 ANPR reads were taken 
 Five Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) were handed out for no insurance 
 Two FPNs were handed out to people using a mobile phone whilst driving 
 Five FPNs were issued for no MOT 
 Five FPNs were issued to people not wearing seatbelts 
 

DIESEL AND PETROL THEFT 
With the ever increasing cost of fuel, there has been an increase in theft of diesel and 
petrol from vehicles in the area recently. If you have been a victim of such crime, please 
call 0845 33 00 222. Police are advising vehicle owners to invest in locking fuel caps.  
 

'SCRAPPED' VEHICLES 
We are asking members of the public to be extra vigilant in their communities. Recently 
there have been several incidents where vehicles have been removed from properties by 
men posing as vehicle scrap dealers. They remove the vehicle using the correct 
equipment and look every inch the „respectable‟ scrap dealer.  
 

Unfortunately, these cars are being taken without the owners consent. At the moment, the 
price of scrap metal has increased and even an „old banger‟ can be worth a good price. If 
you see anyone acting suspiciously around a vehicle, please ring 0845 33 00 222.  
 
 
Extracts from Hertfordshire Constabulary's Rural News and Buntingford Newsletter. 
To receive a copy of the Buntingford Newsletter by email, please contact 
amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk  

mailto:amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk
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     POLICE MATTERS 
 
 

T 
he end of August signalled the departure of Inspector Andy Piper who has been in 
charge of the Bishops Stortford Neighbourhood Team, which encompassed 
Buntingford for the past two years. He has been replaced by Inspector Julie 
Hutchison, who will hold the position on a temporary basis until a permanent 

replacement is selected. Crime analysis for the past three months is encouraging with 
offences down and detections up. As a result, staff at Buntingford have been busy 
delivering a targeted service towards identified problem areas, as well as supporting local 
events and activities such as the Buntingford Music Festival. 
 

The next three months will focus on maintaining the reduction in crime levels achieved, 
whilst reviewing locality plans and objectives. 
 
PS Duncan Wallace - Buntingford Safer Neighbourhood Team 
 

LOCAL POLICING PRIORITIES 
The objective from the last Locality Panel meeting held Monday 19th May 2008 for the 
villages to the East side of the A10 is: 
 

Speeding through the villages, in particular, along the B1368  
 

PCSOs Amanda and Jo continue to be tasked with and carry out Traffic Enforcement on 
the B1368, A120 Standon and through the villages. This will continue for the foreseeable 
future. 
 

The three objectives from the last Locality Panel Meeting for Buntingford Town held Friday 
4th July 2008 were: 
 

1 Anti social behaviour/nuisance vehicles 
2 Regulation of Licensed Premises 
3 Speeding/traffic offences in town and near to School Premises 
 

Bowling Green Lane, outside Edwinstree School and Freman College are regularly 
patrolled by PCSOs Sarah, Jo, Amanda and Francis to deal with traffic issues.  
 

As reported below, anti social behaviour within the Town is being tackled through 
dedicated operations. 
 

OPERATION ATTITUDE 
This operation is zero tolerance on anti social behaviour. It has been run in the Town on 
many occasions in the past and continues to be run up until the end of this year. 
 

OPERATION TARANTULA 
This operation is dedicated to vehicle crime. On Friday 11th July 2008, Officers from 
Buntingford assisted Officers from Bishop Stortford, Sawbridgeworth and Vosa in carrying 
out this operation. On a very wet day in excess of 71 Vehicles were stopped, from which 
the following results were obtained: 
 

45 Checks on drivers and vehicles  
44 Forms completed  
4 Vehicle seizures for no insurance  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

by email 
 

I was sorry to see the family move on from running our recycling facility, they had worked 
hard and I always found them helpful and cheerful. I think they did a good job and my wife 
Tracey and I shall miss them, they were real characters. 
  
Another point, I have heard that vegetables from the allotments behind Freman college 
have been stolen, in particular a pumpkin grown on a family plot by young children for the 
Halloween celebrations. This is most upsetting, I write this as a fellow allotment holder and 
one who also shares his plot with my young children. This is not on at all. 
  
Please raise this selfish and unkind act in the pages of your journal in the hope that it 
might be read by the perpetrator and inject a pang of conscience pain into a black heart! 
 

Yours sincerely 
Dale Holt  

BUNTINGFORD LATE NIGHT SHOPPING AND 
CHRISTMAS MARKET 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5
TH

 2008 
6:00PM - 9:00PM 

B untingford's late night shopping and 
Christmas market commences with the Lights of Love ceremony 
outside the Manor House at 6:00pm (see page 14 for details). 
 

Entry is free, so bring the family down to the High Street and Market 
Hill and see what the local shops and variety of market stalls have to 
offer. Get into the Christmas spirit and support your local traders, 
schools, clubs and societies! There is also a children's fun fair!  
 

High Street, Market Hill, Church Street and Norfolk Road (access from 
Bowling Green Lane) will be closed from 16:00 - 22:00 hours.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

FREE parking on the day with special thanks to Andrew 
Pulham from the Council's car parking department. 
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H ello, my name is Natasha Morrison, I 

am 12 years old and I go to 

Edwinstree Middle School. I hope to become a 

writer or journalist when I am older. 
 

 

 

 

Super Scary September: 
Many people fear September, others look on it as a fresh start. At the beginning of 

September, students got up early again to start their new year of school. For some 

children, that meant starting a new school and learning a new routine. For others it was 

just a new year for getting new levels and new achievements. 

Students arrived at school, happy to see their friends again and to show off what they 

had done in the holidays. Various students had forgotten certain things, either equipment 

or knowledge over the holidays. So for the first few weeks, it was literally all revision. 

Students in Year 6 and Year 8 were informed that they would have to do their SATS 

(national tests) later in the year. This brought many groans and a few smiles to the school. 

Overall though, everyone was happy to be back at school to see their friends and some of 

their teachers! 
 

Occasionally Odd October: 
At the beginning of October, girls in Year 8 had their first HPV jab. The HPV jab is 

injecting dead cervical cancer cells into the immune system. Year 8 girls across England 

will be having three HPV jabs this academic school year, to hopefully reduce the 

possibility of getting cervical cancer when we are older. The first jab went well, so we 

aren’t worrying so much about the next two injections.  

Many children are looking forward to the half-term at the end of October. The October 

half-term will be a fun half term this year as Halloween falls at the end. Halloween brings 

great big smiles to some faces and frowns to others. Many people will probably be hosting 

a Halloween party and/or going out 'trick-or-treating'. There is normally a lot of 

competition between friends of how many sweets you have collected. 

Look out next month for Naughty Nutty November and Delightful Dishy December.  
  

Remember, remember the 5th of November!  
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

A QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL    
 

There seems to be some confusion over ownership of the Bowling Green Lane Car Park. 
We at the Town Council would like to clarify that the car park is owned by EAST HERTS 
DISTRICT COUNCIL and not us. It was the District Council that implemented the parking 
charges and the Town Council was very much against this move. We held several 
meetings with various officers and members of the District Council, to no avail. You will be 
aware that the charges have caused other problems with parking and congestion in 
Bowling Green Lane, it is for this reason that the yellow lines are to be introduced. The 
obvious answer is for the District Council to remove the charging structure and we have 
communicated this to them. We will continue to make representation to the District Council 
on this issue. 
 

Similarly, many people arrive at The Manor House to pay or query their parking penalty 
notices. The Parking Office is not based at The Manor House  and it is not possible to visit 
the District Council Parking Office in person. If you wish to speak with someone in the 
parking office, please call the District Council on 01279 655261 and ask for the Parking 
Office. 
 

If you notice problems around the town with regard to blocked gullies, faulty street lights, 
trip hazards etc. please let us know. Whilst we notice and report many things, there are 
things we miss and it would help us if you could report these things to us. Alternately, they 
can be reported on www. Hertsdirect.org, click on Highway Fault Reporting. 
 

The Lights of Love Ceremony will once again be held here, at The Manor House, on 
Friday 5th December at 6:00pm. This is also Late Night Shopping evening. Please come 
along and join us for this moving ceremony. 
 

The Youth Council have been invited to meet with our MP Oliver Heald for a question and 
answer session at the Houses of Parliament, they are all looking forward to this and I will 
report back after the event. 
 

Due to staff holidays, the office will operate reduced hours during the month of November 
and will close at 2:00pm Monday to Thursday. We apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause. 
 

Jill Jones MILCM 
Town Clerk  

All meetings will be held at The Manor House. 
All Members of the Public are welcome to attend. 

Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00am - 5:00pm, closed Fridays. 
Tel: 01763 272222       email: btc.manorhouse@btclick.com  

www.buntingfordtowncouncil.co.uk  

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 4th  
Thursday 6th 
Thursday 13th   
Thursday 13th  
Thursday 27th  
Thursday 27th 

Youth Council - 4:30pm 
Amenities Committee - 7:30pm 
Planning Committee - 7:30pm 
Resources Committee - 8:00pm 
Planning Committee - 7:30pm 
Full Council - 8:00pm 
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Fancy That! 
 

I was frisked at Stansted airport 

By a woman on security, 

Why me? 
 

Did she think me a terrorist 

And toting a gun, 

I was going on holiday 

To find a bit of sun!! 
 

All this trouble for me 

Through having metal 

in my knee!! 

 

Beryl Rhodes 

Sept. '08 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Sunday 23rd November 2008 

11:00am - 2:00pm 

Jenyns First School, Uplands, Braughing, Ware, Herts.  SG11 2QJ 
 

Admission fee - Adults 50p - Children Free 

Hosted by  
and in aid 
of Friends 
of Jenyns 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Exclusive 'vouchers' only 
available in the double 

December/January issue of 
the Buntingford Journal. 

 

Cut out the vouchers to get 
some fantastic special offers 
from selected Buntingford 

shops. 
Christmas has come early! 

See individual vouchers for details 
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BUNTINGFORD LATE NIGHT SHOPPING AND CHRISTMAS MARKET 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 5

TH
 2008 

 

This event is supported and organised by Buntingford Chamber of Commerce in 
association with Buntingford Town Council. The aim of the evening is to bring awareness 
to local people, in and around Buntingford, that the Town has new shops and services on 
their doorstep, as well as being a very nice festive evening out for all the family. 
 

If you are a school, society, group, club, business or just want to show off your trade/
wares  there are stall pitches available for hire. 
 

Covered market stalls in the High Street - These are available to hire for the evening for 
just £25 or only £15 for Chamber of Commerce members. 
 
Market stall space in the High Street - If you would like to bring your own stall/tables, 
space is available from £10 for the evening.   
 

These can be reserved by full payment in advance (cash or cheque) now by contacting 
Wayne Webber, My Computer Services, C/O KEM London, 26 High Street, Buntingford, 
SG9 9AQ. We would like all stalls to be decorated in a festive Victorian Christmas market 
theme please. 
 

A window display competition, sponsored by J Oliver Radley Opticians, is also being held 
that evening, entry forms available at 36 High Street, Buntingford.  
 
FREE parking on the day with special thanks to Andrew Pulham from the Council's car 
parking department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are running an event in Buntingford or in the surrounding villages – such as a 
Village Fete; School PTA Event; Town Carnival; Christmas Shopping Night etc., let me 
help you advertise it with a free shout on our local radio station – Hertbeat FM 106.9FM! 
(Please note that this is not for private business advertising!). 
 

Hertbeat FM has a weekly audience of over 50,000 people in Stevenage, Hertford, Ware, 
Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, Hitchin and Letchworth - and everywhere in between. 48% 
of those have children! Imagine how much exposure we can give Buntingford and how 
much more trade we can bring to our town!! 
 

All you need to do is send me the event details – eg. date; time; entrance price; key 
selling points etc. ... and I‟ll pass it all onto Hertbeat FM who will then tell Hertfordshire all 
about it!  
 

Contact me by phone on 07931 619161 or via email at helen@playmoderntennis.com. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
  
Helen Littleford 
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Paul and Penny Sands, who had lived in Royston 
with their children David, Katie and Sophie, decided 
on a lifestyle change when Paul accepted 
redundancy from his role with a major brewer. They 
felt that with Penny's experience of catering and 
natural passion for food along with Paul's sales experience, it was the perfect combination 
for starting their own business. With Leonie's, (formerly Webb's), up for sale they decided 
to buy the business and work together. By chance, they also heard that the Fox public 
house at Aspenden was up for grabs and thinking that both businesses would compliment 
each other, they took over the pub and four days later, in October 2006, completed the 
sale on the deli, which they called Delissimo. 
 

Katie, Paul and Penny's eldest daughter, gave up her job to run Delissimo at 6 High Street 
and now employs six staff. The business has built up and was re-fitted in October to 
provide more seating for their customers and it has a very warm and friendly feel about the 
place. A great social place to drop in to have a cuppa and something, invariably 
homemade, tasty to eat. It is also a fantastic place to make new acquaintances, as you 
never know who you may share your table with, as well as a local meeting place for their 
many regular customers. Delissimo also serves the wider locality by providing daily 
deliveries of pre-ordered sandwiches etc. to the nearby business parks. The majority of 
dishes are homemade using (as far as possible) produce that is seasonal and locally 
sourced. 
 

Delissimo also specialises in outside catering, ranging from dinner for two, lunch platters 
for local business meetings, to wedding receptions for up to 200! Even if you haven't got 
time to sit and eat your lunch on the premises, you can phone your order through and just 
go and collect it. 
 

A Christmas service is being offered from small food gifts to Christmas hampers of varying 
sizes and prices. There is a tasting evening arranged at the Fox at Aspenden on 
Wednesday 12th November at 7:00pm, where you can sample different cheeses, olives, 
pates etc. and see a display of hampers and food gifts. All orders made on the night are 
subject to a 10% discount and will be ready for collection from Delissimo before 
Christmas.  
 

Delissimo is now open from 8:00am and serves a 
full cooked English breakfast until 10:30am, a great 
way to start your day! The full menu is available 
throughout the day, so whether you want 
something traditionally English or fancy a more 
Continental flavour, give them a try as they are not 
far away, in fact they are 'Just up your street'. 
 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm 
Wednesday 8:00am - 3:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Telephone 01763 272759 

Lianne Betton and Katie Sands 
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Buntingford Relief in Need Charity 
Registered Charity No. 262264 

 

GRAZING LAND situated in Wyddial Road, Buntingford available TO RENT 
 

Approximately seven eighths of an acre, fully fenced 
 

Offers in excess of £160 per calendar month are invited 
 

Tel:  Mrs V Hume on 01763 272480 

BUNTINGFORD GARDENERS CLUB  

Buntingford Gardeners Club enjoyed a thoroughly good evening at our October meeting, 
when our speaker, Jacques Armand, gave a most interesting talk on bulbs. He also 
showed us slides of various bulbs, some well known and others we had never seen 
before. 
 

Ten days later a number of us enjoyed a trip to Bressingham Gardens and Steam 
Railway. An unusual day out, but the weather was kind and a large of number of plants 
were in flower, which gave us an insight as to what we could also have in flower in our 
own gardens, at this time of year. 
 

Our November meeting is our annual Inter-Club quiz with the Cabinet Garden Club of 
Reed. This is usually an hilarious evening, especially with some of the answers that are 
given. Reed were the winners last year so we need our revenge! Do come along - the 
date is Wednesday 5th November at 7:45pm for 8:00pm at the URC Hall in Baldock Road, 
Buntingford. We don't take ourselves too seriously, so just bring yourselves and have 
some fun. 

Margaret Howarth - 01763 289211 

 
 

 

 big switch-on 

 
 

 

Friday 28th November 
at 7:00pm  

on Market Hill  
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Winter is on its way, so don‟t let the first heavy frosts take you by surprise.  It‟s the time to 
start preparing the garden for the winter. November can be quite wet so take advantage of 
any good gardening days as clearing-up should now be in full swing. On wet days start 
planning what you are going to do in the garden next year. 
 
General 

Dig or fork over all bare areas of earth especially your vegetable patch. 
Lag outdoor taps and drain hose pipes. 
Keep on top of tidying the leaf falls so there is not a build up, especially on the lawn. 

 
Vegetables 

Harvest sprouts and leeks and dig up and store carrots and parsnips. 
Carry out winter digging once vegetable patch is cleared. 

 
Trees and Shrubs 

To protect from wind damage cut back tall shrubs. 
Check all ties are secure on newly planted trees. 
Continue to plant bare rooted trees, shrubs, roses and hedging. 
Start pruning overgrown shrubs. 

 
Lawns 

Continue mowing but raise cutting height of blades. 
If lawn is dry enough use a rotary lawn mower on a high setting to pick up leaves. The 
resulting shredded leaf and grass cuttings make excellent compost material.  If too wet 
hand rake leaves off lawns weekly. 

 
Flowers & Patio Pots 

After the first hard frost dig up dahlia tubers and start the drying process. 
Plant tulips and other spring bulbs in beds and containers. 
Protect containers from frost and cold winds. 

 
Ponds 

If you missed it last month do your autumn clear out. 
Divide any overgrown marginal plants. 
Cover ponds with netting to keep out falling leaves & clean pump filters. 

 
Top Tips 

If you have pots with plants in to over winter, place containers in a sheltered spot to 
protect from wind and frost.  
To protect from prolonged frosts wrap containers in bubble wrap and tie round with 
string. Frozen compost can burst pots. 
Don‟t forget the birds!  Provide a regular supply of food & fresh water. 

 
 
 
Brian Lemay 
brian.lemay@talktalk.net 

GARDENING YEAR 
NOVEMBER 
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BuntingfordBuntingford 

Family FireworksFamily Fireworks 

ExtravaganzaExtravaganza 

SUNDAY 2nd NOVEMBER AT THE BURY 

(Former Sainsburys Depot) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME AND ENJOY BUNTINGFORD‟S ONLY PUBLIC 
FAMILY FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

Doors Open 5pm. Display starts 7pm. 
Bring the family and enjoy fireworks, BBQ and licensed bar. 

 

DISCOUNTED ADVANCE TICKETS FROM THE BURY 

£3 Child  £4 Adult  or FAMILY TICKET (4) £12 

ENTRY ON THE DAY AFTER 5PM 

£4 Child  £5 Adult  or FAMILY TICKET £15 
In the interest of safety NO SPARKLERS ALLOWED. 

The display will be performed by Essex Pyrotechnics Ltd. 
Paying customers are able to use the licensed bar as guests of BTFC. 

Car parking will be limited. 

For more details call Richard on 07970 022148 
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LAYSTON C OF E FIRST SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

22nd November – Isabel Hospice Music Hall evening – 7.30pm 
Braughing Drama Group is delighted to be performing a Music Hall evening in aid of the 
hospice. Hot fish and chip/chicken and chip supper provided. Tickets £12 each (over 16s 
only). Bar provided by the Axe and Compasses. Tickets from Ann Styles on 01920 
822683. 
 
5th December – Isabel Hospice Lights of Love Ceremony – 6pm 
The Manor House, Buntingford – This event is the third of our ceremonies held to 
remember loved ones throughout the Isabel Hospice catchment area. The ceremony, 
which lasts about one hour, will be held around the Christmas tree and will include a 
reading, carols and a speaker. There will be a countdown before lights on the tree are 
turned on. Please come along, all welcome. If you would like to dedicate a light on the 
tree, contact fundraising at Isabel Hospice on 01707 376782 or download a form from 
www.isabelhospice.org.uk.  

 FORTHCOMING             EVENTS 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
On Thursday 17th October Layston School had their 
Harvest Festival. The children brought in fruit, 
vegetables, flowers and tins. These were displayed in 
the hall and later on the Year 4 children took them the 
elderly people of Buntingford. Also on display in the 
hall there were children‟s paintings and chalk pictures 
of fruit and vegetables. The hall looked very colourful! 

 
During our Harvest 
Festival Assembly, we sang harvest songs, recited harvest 
poems and Year 4 shared some information about where our 
food comes from. The younger children sang a song about a 
farmer and pretended to be the seeds, the sun and the rain.  
 
The Rev. Richards visited our assembly and told us about 
working together to share all of the good things to eat. He 
used a really long spoon to feed Mrs Sherwood and Mrs  
Sherwood had to use a long spoon to feed jelly babies to the 
Rev. Richards. It was funny! 
 
By Katie and Paris (Year 4) 
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STUDENTS  WITH  GENEROUS  HEARTS  
 

I have been humbled at the amount money that has been raised by students at Freman 
College for the charity, REACH for Rwanda, through fundraising. They raised a total of 
£1,039.  
 

REACH for Rwanda is a Rwandan charity with strong links to churches in this country 
including Aspenden, Buntingford and Westmill. It is dedicated to counselling, healing and 
reconciliation following the appalling genocide in that country in 1994. At that time nearly a 
million people were killed in about three months. Rwanda is a small landlocked country in 
the Great Lakes region of Africa which is about the size of Wales. REACH works in prisons 
amongst the perpetrators of the genocide. It also works in towns and villages amongst the 
survivors who lost family and friends during that terrible time. It aims to bring all the tribes 
together as Rwandans in community self help projects; community sports projects, farming 
projects and so on. 
 

Nearly three years ago the head of REACH for Rwanda, the Revd. Philbert Kalisa, came 
to Buntingford and spoke in all the four schools, including Freman College. It is heart 
warming to know that students at the college wanted to reach out to a country in Africa , 
5,000 miles away, by raising all this money. Congratulations to all concerned. 
 

It is hoped that the Revd. Philbert Kalisa will be in Buntingford for a few days next year, 
and I am sure he will be looking forward to meeting as many people as possible and 
developing further links with his country and with REACH. The news from Rwanda in 
recent years has been very encouraging and let us hope and pray this continues. 
 

Norman Richards 
Vicar of Buntingford  

 

 

 

 

Music @ St. Mary‟s Church, Braughing 
 

Sunday 7th December,   7.30pm  
 

S H OW T I M E  
 

A fantastic evening of music featuring singers currently performing in the West 
End. Kate Coysten (Sound of Music) and Greg Castiglioni (Les Miserables) 

return with a seasonal programme from the top London shows.  
Mulled wine and mince pies included for a truly festive evening.  

 

Tickets:  £12, £10 or £15 on the door.  Children – free. 
 

For further information and tickets please telephone or fax:  01920 822167 

or email bookings@braughingmusicsociety.co.uk 

Visit our website www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk  

http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk/
http://www.braughingmusicsociety.co.uk/


34  

 

 

LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHER WINS TWO PRIZES IN COMPETITION 
 

Local photographer, Lee Morrison of Premier Photography, has scooped two prizes at his 
local club portrait competition on Saturday 4th October 2008. Lee has only attended the 
club at Bishop's Stortford since August this year. As membership to the club is by invitation 
only, Lee felt very lucky and privileged to be asked to join. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was surprised to win the best colour print for the picture on the right, but even more 
surprised and elated when he won the „Best Overall Photographer‟ award for both of the 
pictures above. 
 

Lee has been a keen photographer since he was given his first camera as a ten year old, 
but only took it up as a serious profession just over two years ago. 
 

Since then he has gone from strength to strength, attending events at the Cougars 
Football Club, Layston School and Edwinstree School. He has also taken pictures for 
model portfolios, lifestyle, weddings, family and landscape (the London night scenes on 
his website are worth looking at). 
 

He has recently produced postcards of some local scenes, which are currently for sale in 
Kirkhams newsagents, and he is about to go to London again for some more night 
photography. Lee is also getting ready for the Christmas rush, so book early if you want 
some family photos for Granny.   
 

As well as supplying your photos as prints, you can also have them printed onto cushions, 
mugs, mouse mats, calendars and many other items. Please contact Lee for a full list. 
 
Anyone interested in booking Lee for a fun photo shoot, please do so using the contact 
details below. As he is completely mobile, he can set-up at a location of your choice or 
from his studio.   
 

He also offers a 15% payback from any orders to an organization that books him for an 
event, eg school, scout group, business etc. or to a charity of the customers choice.  
 

Lee is always available for all kinds of photography and can be contacted on 

07976 893 845 or via his website www.premierphotography.org.uk  

Premier Photography  
‘Fun with Photography at Affordable Prices’ 
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BUNTINGFORD TOWN FC 
www.buntingfordtownfc.com 

Town‟s first string‟s performances have improved somewhat since the last issue of the 
journal, and at the time of writing the team sits in 10th position in the league, but just three 
points adrift of 5th place. In the Aubrey Cup, victories over Kimpton Rovers and Sarratt 
have seen the team progress to the quarter-final stage, the reward being an away fixture 
at Chipperfield Corinthians. 
 

Unfortunately, the Reserves are still struggling. We had to call off one match due to 
players dropping out at the last minute - that cancellation cost the club a £50 fine from the 
league. It also cost us a manager, as Tyrone Parry stood down immediately afterwards , 
disillusioned by the experience. Ty has always acted with professionalism and integrity 
and on behalf of the club I would like to thank him for all his efforts. Committee member, 
Laurence Salmon, has stepped in as caretaker manager and we are now fulfilling fixtures 
again. The side is improving but we still need a couple of older heads in order to bring 
more balance to the side – if you can help please let us know! 
 

The Veterans lost their first two 
matches of the season, but have now 
recorded draws against Ashwell and 
Tolmers and their first victory, a 3-0 
win, over Enfield Vets. The club 
would also like to thank Dr Amery of 
„The Dentist‟ for sponsoring the team 
to the tune of a new kit. It is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

On Sunday 2nd November the club 
will be holding it's annual „Fireworks 
Extravaganza‟ at The Bury, see page 
13 for full details. Last year was a 
great success and we hope the event 
goes off with a bang again this time!  
 
 

November fixtures: 
As always, for a fully up-to-date fixture list check our website, www.buntingfordtownfc.com  

 
Chris Thurgill - Chairman, Buntingford Town FC  
email: sec@buntingfordtownfc.com  

02 Nov  
08 Nov  
 
15 Nov  
 
16 Nov  
23 Nov  
30 Nov  

10:30 k/o  
14:00 k/o  
14:00 k/o  
13:30 k/o  
14:00 k/o 
10:30 k/o  
10:30 k/o  
10:30 k/o  

Vets v Tolmers - home 
First Team v Bovingdon - home 
Reserves v Sandridge Rovers Res - away 
First Team v Bovingdon (Anagram Records Trophy) - home 
Reserves v Baldock Town Letchworth Res - away 
Vets v Tolmers - home 
Vets v Goldings Vets - away 
Vets v Therfield Vets - away 

The Veterans sporting their new kit sponsored by Dr Amery  
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O 
n Saturday the 20th of September we took part in the 
District heavyweight camping competition, which was 
held at Little Berkhampstead. The team comprised of 

Jamie Lutner (patrol leader), Harry Bonfield (assistant patrol 
leader) and four scouts, Christopher Bunce, Jack Bremner, 
Andrew Wyant and Kieron Wilson. 
 

After pitching camp we had to carry out various challenges around the campsite, which we 
were marked on. These included a blind trail, (a course set out in the woods that we 
followed blindfolded), map and compass work, a memory game, naming cities, digging a 
hole (which was the cheesy way of the leaders getting out of digging a pit to empty the 
elsan toilets in) and knots. We then had to cook our evening meal which had to be 
presented and marked by the judges. After this we had to make up a fictional country, 
make a flag, costume and come up with a national anthem. This was then sung to the rest 
of the campsite on a mock-up stage. After this we all went to bed. 
 

In the morning we got up and had to get our fire going again to cook breakfast, which was 
also marked by the judges. After washing up we then carried on with activities. 
 

These were to build a fire in the woods and do some backwoods cooking. For this we had 
to gut a fish and cook it and we also cooked a chocolate orange, (an after-eight stuffed in 
an orange and cooked on the fire). 
 

After taking down our tents, the closing ceremony was held. This started with 
embarrassing me first, as it was my birthday. I was called out to the front to receive a cake 
with a candle on it, (Thanks Dad). Then the results in reverse order, one by one Guide, 
Scout and Explorer sat down until we realised us (Buntingford Taurus) and the Armynage 
(Buntingford Explorers) and one other Explorer team were the only ones left standing, so 
we gladly took possession of the shield and the Explorers took the dodo. 
 

I would like to thank all the leaders that made the event possible, but above all I would like 
to thank my patrol very much 
for working well as a team and 
bringing the Heavyweight 
Shield to Buntingford, for the 
first time since the competition 
started. 
 

B y  J a m i e  L u t n e r 
( B u n t i n g f o r d  T a u r u s 
Scouts)  
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BUNTINGFORD & DISTRICT 
CAGE BIRD SOCIETY 

 

ERNIE  LEATHERS  MEMORIAL  
SHOW  

 

Saturday 1
st
 November 

Benson Hall 
1:00pm - 4:30pm 

Free entry 
Light refreshments 

Raffle 
 

The Society meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at Benson Hall at 

8:00pm 
New members always welcome 

 
All enquiries telephone Mr W Lodge 

(Secretary) on 01920 438482 

St. Elizabeth’s Centre Christmas Events!  
Christmas Bazaar  

 Saturday 29th November 2008 ~ 1-4pm 

Held in St. Elizabeth‟s School Hall, this is a popular annual event where you can do some 
early Christmas shopping and enjoy some homemade refreshments. It‟s fun for all the 

family with stalls, games and our own Father Christmas and Christmas Fairy! Free entry, 
everyone is welcome!  

 

Reflections at Christmas 

Sunday 7th December 2008 ~ 4pm 

Join us at 4pm in St. Elizabeth‟s Chapel, Much Hadham to dedicate a candle, join in the 
singing of traditional carols and listen to some festive readings, followed by mulled wine & 

mince pies. It‟s a lovely way to start celebrating Christmas. 
 

Fundraising Projects 

Our popular Christmas card selection is back for another year with eight new designs to 
choose from. Also this year, we are pleased to announce the return of the popular St. 
Elizabeth‟s Centre Plum Pudding! These puddings are an attractive gift and are ideal 

stocking fillers! 
 

To order any products or for more information on any upcoming event please 
contact Tracey Harley, Fundraising Manager,  

St. Elizabeth’s Centre, Much Hadham, Herts, SG10 6EW. 
Tel: 01279 844226 email: harleyt@stelizabeths.org.uk 

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN THEMED EVENING 
The Fox - Aspenden Village 

Sat 15th November 
7:30pm for 8:00pm 

 
 
 

 

3 courses just £16.95 
 

Bring along your sombreros, ponchos and 
moustaches for a fun-filled fiesta! 

 

Booking essential on 01763 271886 

 

 

Cut to size by request 

Delivered to your home 

Hay and Haylage 

Please contact John on: 

Tel: 01763 272516  
Mobile: 07773 845648 

 

LOGS FOR SALE 
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ROYSTON & DISTRICT MODEL RAILWAY CLUB  

 

I‟ve been a member of the Royston & District Model Railway Club for 19 years and we‟ve 
been holding an exhibition in Royston for the past 20+ years. The club was formed after an 
advert was placed in the local paper asking if people would be interested in a model 
railway club. There was quite a bit of interest, so the club was formed and a committee 
elected to oversee the running. 

The club currently has around 14 members and we meet most Friday evenings at the 
Town House in Barley between 7:30pm and 10:00pm. We have several model railway 
projects to work on, and our members contribute various skills and knowledge which we 
share with each other. Members have a variety of interests from the tiny N-gauge up to 
larger O and G-scales, plus of course their 12” to the foot interests (full-size, steam & 
diesel!). 

We have several model layouts under construction but our latest project is a OO-scale, 23‟ 
x 8‟ test-track which can be readily assembled on a club night to allow members to „play‟ 
and run some full length trains. 

Over the years many of the clubs layouts have been exhibited around the country at other 
club shows and our modelling standards compare well to some of the layouts on the show 
circuit. Our own show is due on 22nd November and will be held at The Meridian School, 
Garden Walk, Royston. 

There will be approximately 50 exhibits, including around 25 model railway layouts. Trade 
stands will be selling new and second-hand items as well as specific modelling products 
such as videos, books, DVDs, tools, computer simulations and scenic items. The 
Buntingford History Association will be there along with several other societies and 
demonstration stands. If weather permits, the Royston Model Engineers will be there and 
you‟ll be able to have a ride behind one of their locomotives. 

There will be refreshments available with a selection of teas, coffee, soft drinks, filled-rolls, 
cakes and crisps. The club also has „Thomas the Tank engine' and a 'Hogwarts Express‟ 
which the children (and adults) can drive around our „Thomas‟ layout for a small donation 
which goes to the Children in Need Appeal. 

If you‟d like to know more about the exhibition or would be interested in coming along to 
the club one Friday evening, please contact me on 01763 271031. 

Barry Clements  
 

Royston & District Model Railway Club 2008 

Exhibition 

held at The Meridian School, Garden Walk, Royston 

22
nd

 November 2008 

The doors open at 10:30am and close at 5:00pm 

Tickets are £3.50 adults, £2.00 concessions/children 

and £10.00 for a family of 2+2. 
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Founded 1971 

BUNTINGFORD COUGARS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB 
- Affiliated to Hertfordshire County Youth Football Association - 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Hi from all at Buntingford Cougars. 
 

With the season well under way, all the teams have started well and are now looking to 
push hard for the rest of the season. Cougars Under 11‟s Blues got off to a flying start 
winning all their opening games, four out of four in the league and with a goal difference of 
plus 14. Manager Shaun Debnam said, "Being the first season at 11-a-side we have had 
the best start possible. We hope this will continue throughout the season so we can push 
on and win the league." Good luck Shaun, Martin and the boys - keep winning! 
 

We are also still looking for new players for our Under 12‟s team. If you would like to play, 
or know someone that would like to join us, please contact Dean Howard on 07920 
886004 or Mark Ganellin on 07801 419800. 
 

Cougars under 7’s - Match 1: Letchworth Orange Eagles (1) - Cougars Blues (2) 
A hard fought match saw Buntingford Cougars Blues go down 1 nil at half time, but a 
strong second half saw Kieran McKinna get his brace. The first came from a sloppy 
mistake by Letchworth Eagles. Kieran was quick to anticipate the mistake and was left one 
on one with the keeper and slotted it home. The second came from a fantastic run by 
Nathan Walker who was brought down, but the referee played on and Kieran slotted in his 
second. 
 

Match 2:  Letchworth Red Eagles (0) - Cougars Whites (4) 
A strong performance from the whole Cougars Whites team saw them through to an easy 
win. Bradley Anderson hit the post and put the ball wide, forcing the goalkeeper to make 
some great saves, whilst a brace from Tommy Jackson and Luca Romanatti-Manning  
wrapped up a thrilling match. 
 

Under 8’s against Stotfold  
All our players played very well and worked hard in both matches. In the first game our 
players battled against Stotfold, but the opponents were too strong resulting in a 0-4 
defeat. 
 

In the second game Jack Saggers played and as always, was all over the pitch creating 
chances. Joe Flack had two very good chances, with Liam McCarthy doing some excellent 
defending and Charlie McKenzine in goal; the ball was cleared up-field were Ben Evens 
picked it up, ran a few yards, let fire and scored which resulted in our first win of 1-0. 
TEAM - Harrison Jones - Oliver Gull - Joe Flack - Archer Hodges - Clara Hilborn - Charlie 
McKenzine - Bradley McCarthy - Harry Welsh - Liam McCarthy - Jack Saggers - Ben 
Evens - Harry Woolard. 
 

Cougars under 9's v Baldock, 11 October 2008 
The Cougars Under 9's Whites and Blues teams played two great games away at Baldock. 
 

The first game was a 2 all draw. Cougars took the lead and went 2-0 up with two great 
strikes from Luke Garratt. Baldock then found their strength and were able to level the 
game.  
 

The second game was a 2-0 victory to the Cougars. The first goal came from Simon 
Keogh with a great strike and the second was scored by Frank Bown, with a long strike 
from a defending position. Reece Knapp, the goal keeper was on top form and managed 
to keep Baldock out.  

Dave Voller 07786 933963 
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FRIDAY 14
th 

NOVEMBER 
8:00pm 

CHILDREN  IN  NEED  N IGHT   
All Welcome  

Entry £1.00 for Children in Need 

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Subject to change) 

  1st    Sisticated featuring Coolro 

  8th    Free Juke Box, Free Pool, Free Snooker 

 15th   Saturday night special - The Professionals 
 

 22nd   Believers 

 29th  Movie Stars 

MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS £4 WHEN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED OR £7 SPECIAL NIGHT 

To see more information about the bands go to: 

www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 

BUNTINGFORD AND DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 
C I U affiliated 

6 Church Street, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 9AS 
Telephone 01763 271889 

www.buntingfordsocialclub.com 
www.lemonrock.com/buntingfordanddistrictsocialclub 

E V E RY MO ND AY  

BIG CASH BINGO! 
 

Guaranteed £100 minimum snowball prize 
 ALL WELCOME – start time 8pm 

 

Lets give you a reminder of events  

There is a quiz on every 2
nd

 Tuesday in the month  

♪   Live enter ta inment  most  Saturdays   ♫ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join in the fun and frolics in our newly refurbished Club. All 
proceeds donated to Children in Need.  

Auction with amazing lots, sports memorabilia, autographs, Tombola, 
footballer racing (horse racing with a difference) 

 

COME AND HELP US RAISE MONEY FOR CHILDREN IN NEED 
 

and DON’T FORGET, WE SELL THE CHEAPEST PINT IN BUNTINGFORD! 
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MINISTER: Rev Duncan Goldie SECRETARIES: Gwen & John Edwards 
  The Manse  “Great Stones”  
 Meeting Lane  Hare Street 
 Melbourn  Buntingford 
 Cambs SG8 6AN   Herts SG9 0AD 
 Tel: (01763) 260747  Tel: (01763) 289460 
  

MORNING WORSHIP EVERY SUNDAY AT 11:00am 
 

 November   2 Morning Worship Rev David Viles 
    9 Remembrance Day Service Rev Derek Newton 
  16 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie 
  23 All Age Worship TBA 
  30 Holy Communion Rev John Procter 
 

 December   7 Holy Communion Rev Duncan Goldie 
      

The Remembrance Day service will be held on Sunday 9th November commencing at the 
Cenotaph at 11:00am followed by a service at Christ Church at 11:15am. 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Junior Church meets at 11:00am every Sunday during term time and welcomes all 
children and young people. 
 

The Bright Hour - a time for fellowship with prayers, hymns, activities and regular visiting 
speakers - meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the Church Hall. 
 

Coffee & Company, organised by ‘Churches Together’, is held in the Church Hall every 
Thursday morning from 10.30am for anyone wanting fellowship and time for a chat.  
 

Lunches organised by Christian Aid are held in the Church Hall from 12:30 to 2:00pm on  
the first Friday of the month. 

CHRIST CHURCH 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH BALDOCK ROAD BUNTINGFORD 

Visit our website at www.buntingfordurc.freeserve.co.uk 
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MILLFIELD SCHOOL ECO NEWS 

 

H ello. We are the Millfield School Eco Action Team for 2008/2009. Our names are 
William, Jacob, Jordan, Parth, Joseph, Jade, Alice, Emily and Joe. 

 

We are busy working towards achieving our Eco Schools Silver Award and would like to 
tell you about some of the things that we are involved with. 
 

We have been collecting old mobile phones for recycling through the 'fones 4 schools' 
campaign. Everyone who has brought in a phone will receive a prize and the old phone 
gets recycled. We are also collecting stamps and ink cartridges for recycling, so if you 
have any of these please bring them into the school. 
 

Mr Hall, our caretaker, has been helping us to do litter picking around the school grounds. 
We have great fun using the litter pickers! We are also making our own compost by 
collecting fruit and vegetable peelings from the kitchen and the classrooms, and teabags 
from the staff room. We put it all in our compost bins (William thinks this is a bit yukky!).  
 

We are going to review our use of energy and water to see how much waste there is and 
think of ways to improve it. 
 

Soon we are going to have a 'Bag 2 school' day, when we are all going to fill a bag with old 
clothes for re-use in Eastern Europe. The last exciting thing we are planning is an 'Eco 
Shop' where will be selling recycled stationery. 
 
Goodbye from the Eco Action Team 

Saturday 6th December 2008 
        2.00pm  -  4.00pm 

Santa's  Grotto  Craft Stalls  Grand Draw 
Carols  Traders Raffle  Tombola 

Mulled Wine  and much More 



20  

 

BUNTINGFORD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
The Manor House, Buntingford 
Telephone 0844 848 9700 
email: bureau@buntingfordcab.cabnet.org.uk 
Mondays 10:00am – 4:00pm 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Wednesdays 10:00am – 4:00pm 
Thursdays 10:00am – 4:00pm 
Closed Tuesdays and Fridays – telephone advice available on those days  
 
 

We know that many of you will have been concerned about the recent reports in the 
Mercury about what is happening to the CAB in Buntingford. Unfortunately, at the time of 
writing this, we cannot give you any firm answers as to what service will be available in the 
future. We do know that there will not be a permanent office in the town and that the two 
paid staff will have to look for work in the other offices within East Herts. 
 
We hope that it will be possible to keep an office available for a drop-in service for a 
couple of sessions a week. However, the place and times of this have not been finalised. 
Buntingford people will, of course, be able to go to the offices in Bishops Stortford and in 
either Ware or Hertford. These should be open for longer than we can manage in 
Buntingford. However, these bureaux will get very busy and people may have to wait to be 
seen. Be warned if you are paying for parking in advance! 
 
The phone number will remain the same: 08448 489 700 but, of course, there will probably 
be fewer advisers available to answer it. We will do our best to answer as many calls as 
we can, but we get around 500 calls every week across East Herts. We try to have four 
volunteers available to answer calls, but this is not always possible. 
 
The staff at Buntingford CAB would like to thank the people of the town for their support 
over the many years that we have been here. Those with long memories will recall that we 
started off behind a screen in the Library before moving into a Portakabin behind the 
Library. In 1997 we moved into the Manor House, which has been a very suitable venue. 
We are very sorry that the funding cuts have led to the closure of another one of 
Buntingford‟s amenities. 

 

Telly for your Belly 
 

The adverts on your tellies are mostly aimed at bellies....... 

There's organic farm reared salmon and healthy scrap fed gammon.... 

Corn fed chickens running free give 'omega 3' eggs for tea. 

Chocolate roulade dolloped with cherries and cream ladened ice cream 

with fresh berries, 

Breads and butters, spreads and jams, cabbages, baked beans, peas and yams....... 

Wines from Bordeaux, California, Champagne.......they are part of the torture campaign!!!!! 

When the adverts are over and the programmes' beginning....we've all imagined ourselves 

sinning. 

Sitting on sofas bought in never ending sales.....using a hairspray that stays stiff in gales!!! 

I think that adverts are all taking the mick... after watching all that lot, I'm feeling quite sick!

                             by Teresa Bonner 
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Farewell Ruth Kelly (one time Housing Minister), hello again Margaret Beckett, the new 
Housing Minister. One wonders if there is any chance that Ruth Kelly's overrule of the 
Inspector's Report on Harlow North will now be reversed? Her decision is flawed and if 
sustained would have serious implications for the future of this part of Hertfordshire. The 
Mercury in early October carried three strongly worded letters: one from Cllr. Jon Ling, 
another from Clyde Millard and a third from Steve Hall. Each letter really expressed the 
same irritation which is, why does EHDC act in such an arbitrary manner in respect 
of Buntingford? A current  example is the demise of Buntingford CAB. This is an appalling 
decision. Many vulnerable people will not easily access the 'outsource' option as against 
'drop-in'. 
 
These are turbulent times and in an economically challenging period we would welcome 
clear leadership from EHDC for the greater good of all communities both large and small. 
 
A recent high spot was a day of mock interviews at Freman College. The interviewers 
were pleased to give something back and the student interviewees really valued the 
learning experience. Overall, an excellent example of College/Town engagement and what 
an impressive bunch of students, that in a real situation, one would wish to see again.  
 

Derek K Cooper, Chairman 

BUNTINGFORD  C IV IC  SOCIETY  

'HAVE A VOICE' Turbulent Times  

 
ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER 
Catholic Church 
 

3 Station Road, Buntingford 
Telephone 01763 271471 
 

Parish Priest: Father Ian Dickie 
 

HOLY MASS  is celebrated each: 

  Sunday at 9:30am and 6:30pm 

  Saturday at 6:00pm at Furneux Pelham 

  Holy Days at 10:00am and 8:00pm 

  Weekdays at 9:15pm 

CONFESSIONS  are each Saturday from 10:30am – 11.15am  

RIVER RIB RAILINGS UPDATE 
 

The work to 'infill' the remaining handrails should start sometime in November but the 
exact date and the length of time the work will take, has not yet been advised. 
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NEW HEARING SERVICES FROM J OLIVER RADLEY OPTICIANS FOR 2008 
 

We would like to announce an exciting new service available to all of our valued patients 
and families. We have formed a unique new partnership with Regional Hearing Services 
to offer you FREE HEARING CONSULTATIONS and a range of hearing services. You 
can expect a full hearing assessment by their fully qualified Hearing Aid Audiologist, 
Graham Clark, who will offer advice and recommendations about your hearing, at no cost. 
 

Regional Hearing Services use all of the major manufacturers of hearing aids in the world. 
J Oliver Radley Opticians have negotiated, on your behalf, some very special prices, in 
some cases half the price of a national company for the same hearing aid system. Many 
people who suffer with a hearing loss do not want to admit they have a problem. For 
instance, do any of the following statements sound familiar? 

 

“Turn the television up I can‟t hear it.” 
 

“If you didn‟t mumble I would be able to understand what you were saying.” 
 

“Sorry, I didn‟t quite understand what you said.” 
 

“How can you expect me to hear with all that noise going on?” 
 

If you experience any of the above, you may wish to seek professional advice from 
Regional Hearing, by courtesy of J Oliver Radley Opticians, in our practice at Buntingford. 
Regional Hearing Services provide the most up-to-date digital hearing aid systems to suit 
all budgets and lifestyles. They share our ethos that the customer comes first. They will 
provide a fully professional service from initial consultation to fitting, then ongoing support 
for all your future hearing needs. 
 

Please contact us if you would like any help or advice about hearing, whether for yourself, 
a friend or a relative. The appointments are carried out in a relaxed professional 
environment at the practice. To book your FREE HEARING CONSULTATION ring us 
straight away on 01763 273300 or simply come into the practice. Further information is 
available on this and our other professional services on our website, 
www.RadleyOpticians.com 
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Buntingford Swimming ClubBuntingford Swimming Club  

  
The Club finally got to complete the final round of this years 'Peanut' series of galas at the 
end of September. We were lying in 7th position going into the final round, so we took the 
opportunity to change swimmers strokes around a bit and also to give a couple of less 
experienced swimmers a chance to take part in a competition. The swimmers responded 
very well indeed and won eight races and came second or third in a further 13. This 
resulted in the Club finishing in third place on the night, just two points behind the second 
placed club. Overall the Club finished 8th in the league - another fine result by all the 
younger swimmers in the Club. 
 
The Mercury newspaper recently organised a competition covering the whole of 
Hertfordshire, with about 15 categories covering a wide range of sporting things like Club 
of the Year, Coach of the Year, etc. within the County. We decided that we should enter 
the 'Community Club of the Year - 2008'  section and quite a long submission was duly 
sent off.  
 
Briefly this explained that we were, in Buntingford, the hub of the community as far as 
swimming was concerned and offered a very good service to all the local villages around 
the town also getting involved with the local schools, etc. 
  
We have always attended the awards ceremony and this year our Club Chairman was in 
attendance. He was both surprised and delighted when they announced that the Club had 
been selected in third place and was duly presented with a very nice trophy that the Club 
can keep. 
 
The Club AGM and Presentation evening will be held on Friday 28th November at The 
Bury from 7.30pm.  
 

Alan Bowell - Head Coach  Buntingford Swimming Club -  Telephone 01920 821722 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Addenbrooke's ........... 
Harlow ........................ 
QEII ............................ 
Lister .......................... 
Hertford ...................... 
Stortford ..................... 
Royston ...................... 
Ware .......................... 
Enfield & Epping ........ 
Within Buntingford ...... 

£11.00 
£10.00 
£10.00 

£6.00 
£6.00 
£6.00 
£4.00 
£5.00 

£12.00 
£1.50 

With effect from 1
st
 November 2008 

the BASH Hospital Transport 
Service charges will be as follows: 

Outlying villages into Buntingford to be 
charged at 20p per mile, price to be agreed 
when booking. 
 
To book transport: 
Ring Jane Winter on (01763)  271484 
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B A L A 

Buntingford Action for the Less Able 
Registered Charity No. 1094426 

Minibus trips for November 

Sat 1st 
 
 
Wed 5th 
 
 
Thurs 6th 
 
Wed 12th 
 
Fri 14th 
 
 
Thurs 20th 
 
Mon 24th 
 
Wed 26th 
 
Thurs 27th 
 

2:30pm 
 
 
10:00am - 3:00pm 
 
 
9:30am - 12ish 
 
9:30am - 12ish 
 
10:30am - 3:00pm 
 
 
9:30am - 12ish 
 
10:00am - 4:30pm 
 
10:00am - 4:30pm 
 
9:30am - 12ish 

Performance - "Copacabana" at Gordon Craig - 
Tickets £12 
 
Cambridge - drop off at the Grafton Centre - 
Debenhams, BHS etc. 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 
 
Brookfield Centre - M & S. Boots, Argos, Next, Tesco 
etc. 
 
Tesco at Bishop's Stortford 
 
Milton Keynes Shopping Centre 
 
Milton Keynes Shopping Centre 
 
Bishop's Stortford Town Centre 

Bus £4 
 
 
Bus £7 
 
 
Bus £4 
 
Bus £4 
 
Bus £7 
 
 
Bus £4 
 
Bus £13 
 
Bus £13 
 
Bus £4 

December 2008 

Thurs 4th 9:30am - 12ish Tesco at Bishop's Stortford Bus £4 

To book a seat or for more information 
phone 01763 273623 or 01763 271708 

LUNCH BREAK 
 

SOUP & ROLL - £1.50 
 

Wednesday 19
th 

November 
at Benson Hall 

12noon - 2:00pm 
 

Coffee  Raffle  Cakes Bric-a-Brac  Marmalade 
 

Proceeds for the mini-bus 

Buntingford Journal is published by, but is editorially independent of, Buntingford 
Civic Society. It is delivered free to members of the Civic Society or it can be 
purchased from: 
 

BASRAS SUPERMARKET  MARK DOEL  CO-OP SUPERMARKET  
HARE STREET SHOP & FILLING STATION  KIRKHAMS  PIGGOTTS  

DELISSIMO  WESTMILL TEA ROOM  COUNTRY FLOWERS 
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BUNTINGFORD W I 
 
At our October meeting our speaker was Kate O‟Malley whose talk was entitled „Childhood 
Interrupted‟. She told us that she was taken at the age of eight from her mother by the 
NSPPC and committed to an Industrial School run by the Sisters of Mercy order of nuns in 
Ireland. The conditions she described were unbelievable. Meals consisted of porridge for 
breakfast, „slop‟ and cabbage (complete with slugs) for lunch and two pieces of bread for 
tea, every single day. „Treats‟ were one egg at Easter and one sausage at Christmas. The 
children bathed once a fortnight, with 14 girls sharing one bath and, as there was usually 
no toilet paper, the standard of hygiene was dreadful. There was little education as such 
and the children had to work long hours for the nuns, who ran the Magdalene Laundries. If 
you dared to complain or got anything wrong you were beaten. 
 
It is hard to imagine how someone can survive an experience like that unscathed and Kate 
said she had problems communicating when she was able to leave the School at the age 
of 16. However she has since travelled extensively, has trained as a beautician with 
Elizabeth Arden and even worked as beautician to the Bunny Girls in London‟s Park Lane. 
She is also a Magistrate. 
 
At our October meeting all the woolly hats knitted for the British International Sailors 
Society were on display and we have exceeded the 90 we aimed for (one for every year 
Buntingford W.I. has been in existence!)    
 
We are also making plans for our 90th Anniversary lunch which will be held on November 
13th. Our Annual Meeting and 90th Birthday will be held that evening at the United 
Reformed Church Hall.   

activities. Many members have attended courses at Denman College in Oxfordshire, 
which is owned by the W.I. National Federation, and have had their fees subsidised by 
special bursaries. We like to help out at local Buntingford events whenever we are asked 
and can always rely on our members to rally round and get baking. We contributed to the 
millennium oak tree fund and our current project is knitting 90 woolly hats to be donated to 
a charity for seamen. 
 

It is a shame that the W.I. Hall had to be sold – who knows what it would have been worth 
today. You can still see it at the top of the High Street – it is now the Tile Shop. 
 

We are now looking forward to the next ten years and our centenary!! We wonder if 
anyone in Buntingford has any old photos relating to the W.I. in Buntingford, which we 
could borrow and copy for our archives? 
 

If anyone would like to come along to see what we are all about, you are very welcome to 
come to the United Reformed Church Hall on the second Thursday of every month at 7:45 
pm. Come and be part of one of the oldest organisations in Buntingford!  

To advertise in the 
Buntingford Journal 
call Bob Jackson on 

01763 271463 
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nominal price of £250.00 and if at any time in the future the church decided to sell it, the 
W.I. could have first refusal to buy it back at the same price. 
 

The Charity Commissioners were informed, and they insisted that the building must be 
sold to the highest bidder and that the W.I. would have to pay for it to be valued before 
being put up for auction. The advice given was that it would reach a higher price if 
planning permission could be sought for a single house with garage. The auction was held 
up for about eighteen months when, after the third planning application had been 
submitted, permission was granted for a house and garage. 
 

Nine years later, in August 1977, after legal and financial complications, the 
Hall was sold for the sum of £3,691 to Mr Derek Neil who used it for a furniture showroom.  
 

Meetings continued in the same format but at different venues, including the Chequers 
room. During 1977 meetings were held at the United Reformed Church Hall and have 
continued there ever since. At the beginning of the 1970s there were 46 members and it is 
interesting to note that new members had to be proposed and seconded at that time! In 
addition to the monthly meetings, there were whist drives, outings, annual dinners and the 
W.I. always took an active part in the carnivals. There also seems to have been a W.I. 
darts team in 1973 and a discussion group was formed in 1975. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1982 Buntingford W.I. amalgamated with the W.I. from Aspenden, which was a good 
thing as far as Buntingford was concerned because numbers had started to dwindle. The 
increased membership meant that a Choir and Drama Group could be formed. The Choir 
won a cup at the County Music Festival and one of our members was accepted by the 
County Choir. 
 

Buntingford W.I. today follows pretty much the same formula as it has done for the last 
ninety years except that nobody wears a hat these days! We still enter (and win) the 
carnivals, we still have interesting and varied speakers and we still take part in many other 

Buntingford's W.I. members, dressed up as Edwardian bathing belles, won the cup 
at the 1987 Buntingford carnival. 
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O n Saturday the 4th of October 2008 we took part in the 
District Nocturnal Camping Competition held at 

Cottered guide centre. The team comprised of five scouts from 
Taurus Troop. 

 
On signing in we were given some maps and eight grid references; these were bases 
set out around a course of the local area. Following the map we planned our way 
around the course, stopping at each base for 25 minutes to carry out tasks. At Base 2 
(Aspenden Church) we had games and puzzles. Then onto Base 3, which was hard to 
find as the farmer had ploughed the footpaths up. However, after a bit of good map 
reading, we found the base on a bridge over a brook. Here we carried out some first 
aid. At Base 4 (near Cottered Warren) we did some electronics. This was a loop of wire 
which had to fed along another piece of wire then coupled up to a battery and a buzzer. 
The buzzer would sound if the two bits of wire came into contact. Then we went onto 
Base 5 (Cottered Church) where we did communication skills, which were using morse 
code and the phonetic alphabet. We also had to make a hot drink at this base using 
trangia stoves, as our instructions were 'whatever base you have reached at 8pm, a hot 
drink has to be made'. Then onto Base 6 (near Broadfield Hall) where we did map and 
compass work. When we reached Base 7, which was at the edge of a wood in the 
middle of nowhere, we built a tripod, using knots and lashings, to suspend the whole 
patrol off the ground. At Base 8 (near Throcking Church) we had to transport a billie of 
water along an assault course without spilling it. We had to stop here as it was now 
11pm and the competition had  finished. 
 
We were then taken back to camp for hotdogs and a hot drink. During the whole course 
we were soaked by rain and the wind blew us around. It was nice to get into our dry 
warm tents for some well earned sleep.  
 
We woke up at 7:30am to the smell of bacon and breakfast cooking in a tin. In the 
pouring rain at about 9am we all gathered around the flag for the results and, due to the 
weather, Peter Makewell, District Scout Leader, made it quick without all the usual long 
speeches. First we were in second place and Armynage came first but because they 
were an explorer team they got disqualified (sorry boys) so we then became the 
winners. 
 
This was great, our   
second trophy, as we 
took the Heavyweight 
shield two weeks 
before. We are now 
looking forward to the 
next competition! 
 
 
By Jamie Lutner 
(Buntingford Taurus 
Scouts)  
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90 YEARS OF BUNTINGFORD W.I. 
 

T 
his year, Buntingford W.I. is celebrating its 90th Birthday and it must  be one of the 
oldest clubs in the town which is still going strong. It was one of several W.I.'s 
formed just after the First World War and followed the formation of the National 
Federation in October 1917. 

 

A group of ladies got together at Layston Court on Tuesday November 5th 1918 and a 
committee was formed, comprising Mrs Ashford, Mrs Butler, Miss Boniwell, Mrs Crofton, 
Mrs Howard, Mrs Jones, Miss Kenyon Stow, Mrs Marshall, Mrs Phillips, Mrs Thody and 
Miss Woods. The latter being one of the ladies who lived in Layston Court at the time. Mrs 
Ashford was the wife of the then Master Tanner and Mrs Marshall‟s husband was one half 
of the Marshall and Snelgrove store in London. 
 

The early Minute books give a fascinating insight into the activities at the monthly 
meetings. At the very first meeting there was a Lecture on the Women‟s Vote and other 
subjects during the year included a demonstration of rabbit skin curing, lantern lectures on 
New Zealand and Palestine, „Women as Empire Builders‟ and the Battlefields of France 
and Belgium. They also held something called „An American Sale‟, which sounds like our 
present bring-and-buy. It was suggested that any food left over after meetings should be 
sent to the inmates of The Union (Bridgefoot House, which was the Buntingford 
Workhouse).  
 

Monthly meetings seem to have been held at various places: the Technical Institute, a 
“long school room” (which may have been the URCH), the Forrester‟s Hall (the 
hairdresser‟s next to the Post Office) or the George (public house) room. There were 
occasional afternoon meetings when members were allowed to bring their children “on 
condition that they were taken out if noisy” and also some meetings at Layston Court, the 
home of Miss Woods, when members had lessons in straw plaiting and raffia work. They 
purchased some stools from a local builder which were then strung by the members and 
sold to Marshall & Snelgrove (it helped that Mrs Marshall was a Committee Member!) The 
proceeds were put towards building a hall or room for the Institute. 
 

Other activities included the occasional whist drive, rummage sales held at the Court 
House  (now the Day Centre), a course of health lectures from the Red Cross and also the 
local doctor, Dr. Fell (whose wife was a committee member) and a singing class. In 1923 it 
was agreed that “God 
Save the King” should 
be sung at the 
conclusion of meetings. 
 
 
 

 
Photo 
Buntingford W.I . 
January 1920 in the 
yard of the George 
Hotel following their 
first annual meeting in 
the Assembly Room 
above. Note, all the 
ladies are wearing 
hats! 
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At the Annual Meeting in 1921 there were 92 members present, but by 1922 membership 
had risen to 136, although only 80 had actually paid their subscriptions and only 58 
attended the January meeting. Committee members were asked to each take charge of 
ten members and visit them to find out the cause of the apparent apathy! 
 

By 1922 the Committee were actively looking at sites for the proposed Institute Hall they 
wanted to build and by the end of that year the Building Fund amounted to £10.00. They 
took advice on plans etc. and at a meeting in October 1925 a plan for a wooden building 
was discussed and passed as suitable. The cost of the building itself was £360. However 
by January 1926, the Committee were discussing a more ambitious project, which would 
include a good committee room, and on 21st January 1926 it was agreed to accept new 
plans, with a building cost of £800. No mention is made in the Minute Book of the actual 
building of the W.I. Hall but the Grand Opening was set for March 30th 1927. It would have 
cost twenty-five shillings to hire it for an evening (7 pm – midnight) plus an extra five 
shillings if you wanted heating and a further five shillings if you wanted the piano!   
 

It appears that a Coal Club was run alongside the W.I. for the benefit of its members, with 
a payment out at the end of each year plus some bonuses. 
 

Meetings continued during the War years although the number of members seems to have 
diminished to 68 and some lectures and talks had to be cancelled owing to “the 
International situation”. However, during the summer months Buntingford W.I. held some 
garden parties, either in the grounds of the Manor House, which was the home of the 
Hartnett family, in the garden of Layston Cottage (owned by the Ashford family) or in the 
grounds of Layston House, owned by Mrs Cornes. (Layston House disappeared when 
Snells Mead was developed). It appears that the new W.I. Hall was taken over by the 
Military during the war for use as a recreation room for evacuees and therefore meetings 
had to be held elsewhere, frequently at the Welfare Centre or at Aylott‟s Cafe. However, in 
1943 it was decided to let the Hall out for twenty-five shillings per week to a company 
called Quenby Brothers for the renewal of Radiolocation Valves. 
 

Meetings commenced with the singing of “England” or “Jerusalem” and speakers during 
the frugal War years included a demonstration by the Ministry of Food of various potato 
dishes, rug making from scraps of material, repairing upholstery and “Make Do and Mend”. 
Members knitted small garments for the occupied countries and they also agreed, in April 
1944, to invest money in War Savings during Salute the Soldier Week. They also ran an 
“Aid to Comforts Fund” and Prisoners of War fund and had monthly collections for the 
overseas Cigarette Fund. At a meeting in January 1945 the girls from Hackney, who were 
evacuated to Buntingford, entertained the W.I. with dancing and recitations.   
 

The renting out of the Hall to the same Company continued after the War for a further 
three years at a rent of £2 per week but it seems that the W.I. had some difficulty in 
reclaiming the Hall from them and had to resort to consulting a solicitor. The Hall was 
eventually vacated early in 1948 and meetings were resumed there in September of that 
year. 
 

Unfortunately, there is a gap in the W.I. Record Books, and we now jump to 1967 when 
the President was Mrs King and we are proud to say that Enid is still a member! However 
in 1968 the Hall was in such a dilapidated condition that the income from letting it out 
dwindled and it was proving financially unviable.   
 

An amicable solution seemed to come from the vicar, the Rev. K. Blythe, when it was 
suggested that a joint agreement could be reached with St. Peter's Parochial Church 
Council which was in need of a Parish meeting place. The P.C.C. would buy the Hall at the 


