
Breathing New Life into Our Community 

Local Green Space 

With the town’s population likely to double over the next few years our facilities will be sorely pressed. Schooling 

and Health are mainly out of our hands, but perhaps with a concerted effort we can influence the environment 

and recreational facilities in the town.  

The 2005 Planning Policy Guideline Audit and Assessment, commissioned to support the 2007 Local Plan, 

identified Buntingford as an area deficient in garden and park space.  According to the Natural England Standard 

(Accessible Natural Green Space), Buntingford and its surrounds have the lowest provision of accessible natural 

green space in Hertfordshire. 

What the people have said 

The 2014 Neighbourhood Plan household survey showed that 60% of respondents wanted more parks and 

accessible open spaces, but “not just another football field” as one respondent pointed out. Also, a massive 87% 

wanted more wildlife areas within the community area.  

East Herts Open Space standards suggest the following as types of Local Green Space: 

 Parks and Public Gardens 

 Natural Green Space – e.g. woodland  

 Amenity Green Space – e.g. playing fields 

 Green Corridors – e.g. wildlife areas and hedgerows 

We do not possess enough of any of the above now, so what are we going to do when Buntingford’s population 

doubles? 

There are 27,000 parks and public open spaces in the UK and they attract 2.6 billion visits a year. Parks and 

open spaces must be considered as a treasured public asset.   

Questions should be asked as to why local authorities are not doing more to secure us more public open space. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Buntingford’s population is ageing with some 20% being over the age of 65. It is important to promote healthy 

communities and reduce health inequalities by encouraging physical exercise. Accessible open space, vegetation 

and landscaping all play an important part in providing an attractive environment in which to exercise. 

In 2011 we had circa 3,500 cars and vans in Buntingford, nearly double the national average per household. 

Over the next few years the number could grow to 6,000. As a predominantly dormitory town, it’s unlikely we will 

reduce vehicle movements in the foreseeable future. Air pollution must therefore increase proportionately.   

The green infrastructure of our community contributes significantly to the cleaning and cooling of air. While any 

green space may reduce air pollution, suitably planted woodlands or smaller plantations may be particularly 

effective as they increase the surface area absorbing the pollutants.   

Trees planted in the right circumstances can absorb a range of air-borne pollutants that can exacerbate 

respiratory and heart conditions or carry carcinogens into the lungs. There is evidence that air pollution plays a 

part in causing asthma in children and adults. Anyone who suffers from breathing difficulties is at added risk from 

pollution.   

We are poorly served by significant woodland in our area. Any parkland where more trees can be planted would 

be an added health bonus as well as enhancing biodiversity. Growing evidence suggests that time spent in green 

spaces has a positive impact on people with conditions such as dementia. 

Therefore instead of regarding parks and public open spaces just as a leisure and recreational places, we need 

to think about them as being contributors to public health and wellbeing, the environment and community 

cohesion.  

How do we gain more parks, open spaces or wildlife areas? 

Quite rightly, in the past few years we objected to all major developments within the town, but with little or no 

success. Unfortunately this did not make us popular with the developers. Therefore it’s unlikely that any land will 

be forthcoming from that direction. 



Local farmers have made millions from selling their land to developers, but from recent enquiries it would seem 

they are not prepared to be philanthropic enough to lease or give the town some of their land for parks and open 

spaces.   

The only chance therefore seems to be for the town to buy or lease local land at market prices.   

“Too expensive, we can’t afford it”, I hear the retort, but perhaps not if we put a bit of effort and positive thinking 

into trying. The Lottery Fund has given £850 million to parks and open spaces in England and Wales. Also we 

have, hopefully, some planning gain money available from all the development in the town. 

The question we should ask ourselves should not be “can we afford it?” but “can we afford not to?” – for the sake 

of our children, grandchildren and the generations to come. 

Who will do it? 

We need organisations, not just individuals, to commit to doing all they can to achieve what the people of 

Buntingford have requested, especially our Town and District Councils. Hopefully other organisations in the town, 

such as Buntingford Civic Society, Buntingford in Transition, Doctors Surgeries, the U3A and the Gardener’s 

Club, will add their support to any initiatives to ensure our town can breathe freely in the future. 

Brian Lemay 

 

 

  

 

  

 


